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This bibliography has been compiled ds part of a continuing series designed to
make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC system.
Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in order to

compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, ghich thus become accessible
in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dissertations
themselves is included at the end Qf the bibliography.
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A SOCIOLINGUISTIC INVESTIGATION OF THE LITERACY
DEMANDS OF CLERICAL WORKERS Order No. DAB302767

Cranoatt, Jo Ann, Pu.D. Georgetown University, 1981, 393pp.

Clerical workers have high literacy de;nands. both in the amount ot .
time they spehd reading and writing, as well as in the complexity and
variety of literacy tasks they perform. Yet they often have limited
education and are frequently members of ethnolinguistic miority
groups who speak a nonstandard variety of English. How, then, are
they able to tunction in their jobs? This was the central question in
this research: how do women who have a high school education,
speak a nonstandard variety of English, and have little or no scientific
or legal education fungtion as clerks in an agency which produces
and processes documents written by and for lawyers and .
scientists/engineers? N

A series of ethnographic and experimental approaches were used
to study two types of clerical workers--mid-level clerk-typists and the
highest clerical position, applications clerks. The clerks were
observed, interviewed, and then participated in a job literacy program
including a series of miscue and cloze tests. Aithough clerical
workers were perceived as poor readers--a perception many of them
shared--these clerks demonstrated a series of strategies for reducing
literacy demands in their work and for maximizing their job
knowledge, including strategies for avoiding unnecessary reading
and writing; searching for information by exploiting the redundancy in
both format and topic within the texts and across texts, substituting
oral infformation for written; and effectively using manuals, espécially
those they developed for themselves. They were flexible readers who
adjusted their reading and writing strategies to fit the task.

In the oral reading test, the variety of cloze tests drawn from
genera! and job-related reading materials, and on class exercises,
they used similar strategies 1o quickly locate-information and to
hypothesize and confirm hypotheses about word and text meaning
through use of collocations, format, and other context cues.

Functional literacy research of this type, describing the literacy
tasks people performon the job and the ways in which they are able
to do so, can help establish literacy as a variable construct and
functional literacy as a difterential set of skills applied in context to
differential sets of tasks.

READERS READING JOHN FOWLES' DANIEL MARTIN: AN
EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF READING AS A COMPOSING
PROCESS ' Order No.DAB215770

HeLgeson, Susan Louise, Pu.D. University ot Louisvillo, 1981. 230pp.

This study begins to study the reading processes of novel readers.

Its format foliows that of Norman Holland's Five Readers Reading,
\ assuming that reading process differs enough from person to person
| to make case studies more profitable than studies of large numbers of
readers. The general hypothesis was suggested by Frank Smith's
Understanding Reading whioh concludes that fluent readers bring
more 10 the text in the way of information they aiready possess than
hey get from the visual configurations on the page. Coupled with the
uggestion by Holland, David Bleich and others that readers reqund

bjectively to texts and that:meaning hies notin the text itself but in
the reader (Bleich) or in the interaction between reader and text

¢ (Wolland). Smith's theory implies that novel readers bring two kinds of -

information to the povel reading experience, objective knowledge
about the world and about Iiterature specifically, and subjective

knbwiedge, which results from ther individual autobrographical

rience Endel Tulving's hypothesis about the difference between
epijodic and semantic memory serves s a8 heuristic which aliows the
resdarcher to separate the subjective from the objective information

readers bring to texts and hence to study the process by which a
fiuent reader uses both subjective and objective information in
ry to read a hterary text.

e first three ehaplers review the theoretical backgrourid in
literary criticism and psychology and define the research problem.
The tourth chapter reviews Fowles' novel and presents profiles of two
readert, one @ mature but untrained reader who responds
subjecljvely byt is not able to integrate her personal responses with
her objéclive knowledge about literature 1n order to understand the
novel toiher own gatistaction, and the second, a trained reader who
moves more skilfully back and forth between his personal
associatipns and his knowledge about the world and about literature,

)" pothesizing about the text's meaning and verifying his hypotheses

he reads. The last chapter reviews the methodology and suggests

\‘ "
l C dagogical implications.

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN READING AND WRITING

. PERFORMANCE: A CORRELATIONAL STUDY OF

- METROPOLITAN READING SUBSCORES AND NATIONAL
ASSESSMENT WRITING SCORES Order No. DAB226395 -

HiLL, Susan Samuets, Pu D. The Universi i
' . . ersity of Florida, 1
Chairperson Ruthellen Crews / %82 82Fn .

The puipose of this stud i
' ot this y was to determine whether specific skil
o!r;eadmg were significantly.related to specific skills in w:)iting in e
order to provide implications for reading instruction. ’

In this study, 36 seventh-grade students and 63 gj .

students were administered the Metropolitan Achie?égnr:;?\tg‘;gg?
(MAT)_ Each of the 99 students also wrote a composition on a
deSCnghve topic from the 1978-79 National Assessment of

Educ atucn_al_Progress (NAEP) reteased exercises. The data used in
the analysis included a total reading score and the six readin;
SubS(.:Oreslfrom the MAT. The subscores included Vocabulary, Literal
Specnhq, Literal Global, Inferential Specific, Inferential Globuly'n d
Evaluation In addition, the writing sample collected from eacr'\ "
student was analyzed to produce 13 NAFP writing scores, one for
each of the following qualities holistic, paragraph cohere'nce
agreement €170rs, punctuation errors, spelling errors, capitali'zaﬁon
errors, nominal clauses, nominal phrases, relative clauses, modityin,
phrazgs, adverbial clauses, adverbial phrases, and inter-Tjunit Yo
:::eosre ;r::aot:zg The NAEP scoring guasdelmes were used to determing

The data were submitted to a factor anal Sis an i

regression analysis ‘The 13 NAEP writing vayriabﬁesdwae:gl;ggfr
apalyzed to reduce the set of scores to a smaller set of constructs
Five factors were determined to be meaningful These five factors
were tr_\ep regressed on the MAT reading scores The regression
analysis indicated that three of these five factors were significant
predvctOrs_o! the total MAT reading score the Wning Mechanics
Fnctor,' wh_ach included agreement, punctuation, spelling, and
capitalization, the Writing Quality Factor, which mcluded.the holigtic
8core and paragraph coherence, and the Nominal/Modifying Phrase
Factor The R? stalistic for the overall regression model was 0 31 1:)':0
smh;hcal analysis, therctore, indicated that there was a significant
relationship between re ding and specific tactors in writing
performance Since rea ing and writing performance were found to
be corrglaled, it was recommended that reading and writing
:ns;‘lrr\uchon should be integrated It was also recommended that
c;;us:;nr;search should be done to determine the direction of

.

THE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN ORGANIZATIONAL

PATTERNS ON STUDENT WRITING COMPETENCE,‘READING

COMPETENCE, AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS WRITING
OrderNo. DAB300772

Hui, ArtHur J, Eo D. Boston University School of Education, 1882
13%9pp Major Professor: Thomas G Devine

The design for this study was a pretest-postest comparative group
design using randomly selected seventh grade classes randomly
placed Four control classes were taught a composition program
based on a widely used commercial composition program Four
experimental classes were taught a composition program designed to
teach paragraph and essay patterns and designed to integrate
student writing with reading assignments in social studies and
science classes .

Results of instruction on students’ writing competence were
measured with a pretest-postest Writing Sample. Results of
instruction on students' reading competence were measured with two
instruments. The lirst was a Paragraph Patterns Test designed to
measure students’ comprehensgion in reading material of the
paragraph patterns taught in the experimental writing classes The
second was the lowa Silent Reading Test, 1872 ed . Level 1. Resultn of
Instruction on students' attitude towards writing were measured by an
Attitude Scale.

The experimenter selected the .05 confidence level and used the t
statigtic to test-the following hypotheses: (1) Students who received
instruction in organizational patterns will improve more in writing
skills than students who do not receive that instruction. (2) Students
who rgad selections containing the organizational patterns taught in
writing classes will improve more in-reading competence than
students who do not read selections containing these patterns
{3) Swdents who receive instruction in organizdtional patterns will
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Improve more in their attitude towards composition than students who
do not receive that instruction,

Conclusions On the Writing-Sample, the Paragraph Patterns Test,
three of the four subtests of the fowa Silent Reading Test, and the
Atttude Scale there were significant differences at the 05 level jor
Students in the experimental group All three of the hypotheses were,
therefore, accepted : Y :

Results suggested the development of an interdisciplinary writing.
- reading program in which the paragraph and essay patterns read for
social studies and other reading assignments correspond to the
patterns taught in writing class. -

THE CORRELATION OF HOLISTIC WRITING SCORES WITH

STANDARDIZFD, CLOZE AND SCHEMA-RELATED READING

SCORES OF ADULT COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS
OrderNo. DAB223261

Huawer Paul Biwwos Ja P D Indiana University of Pennsylvamia,
1882 188;; Charman Dan J Tannacito

This researchinvestigated the applicability of a set of language
measures medsures which gssess the reading and writing abitities of
edults ot a Pennsylvania community coltege Current theory in

'psychology. hnguistics, rhetonic, and education about the acquisition
and teacting of hteracy suggests a corielabion between reading and
writ'ng at the pount of colteys stydent placement The study provides
data about specilic hypotheses concerning teaching theory. teaching
success, and prediction of wiiting ability using reading test,

To test the reading/writing cBnnection, the research design used
two writing and three dterent reading megsures The reading
measvrenincluded a clcze tewt, The Nelson Denny Reading Tes:, and
8 test ol the use of textual schema based on research by B JF Meyer
with the une of top level structure Intext Ina controlied evaluation of
student writing. expenenced community coltege Enghish teachers
uged o general holishie approach (assumed in this study ta be the
most reliable measure of wnting samples) and a feature analywis
developed trom Mina Shaughnessy's descrptc s of basic wiiters
(Errors and Expectations, 1877) The 12€ student subjects, termed a
stratified sample of the population at Harnisburg Area Community
College. a sample which the researcher suggests is representative of
commumity college students nationwide Pearson correlatgns ! teats,
and a multiple regression analysis tested the study’s hypotheses

The results supported the major hypotheses related to tesching
success, the prediction of wrnting atulity using reading tests and
teaching theory Teaching success in both developmental and
college level English at the community college was confirmed by ¢
tegt results. The prediction of writing ability vging the Nelson Danny,
cloze or a mtiple regression of the two was found to be statistically
significant, althcugh sh;htly below the 75% placement accuracy
crteron st by the researcher

Most important were the statistically significant results correlating
student use of top level structure in text with writing ability gs judged
by the Englinhteachers The researcher concludes that both reading
and writing teache rs should consider the poswible uses of top level
Structure in the ir tearhung The data confirm a significant relationship
between the reading and wnting of aqult communy’ - college students *

THE EFFECT OF LITERATURE EXPOSURE AND WRITING
PRACTICE ON THE ORIGINAL NARRATIVE WRITING OF
SECOND GRADE CHILDREN Order No. DAB300306

n McConneLL, Mary Ann, Pu.D. Tho Ohio State Univorsity, 1882
178pp Adviser Protfessor Charlotle S. Huck

9 This study inveshgatgd the effect of literature exposure and writing
practice on the original narrative writing of second grade children
Using Scores achieved on a literature inventory and scoreg from
responses to home and teacher questionnaires, one hu}ndved forty:
four children were categorized into four groups according to the
amount of iterature exposure and writing practice Writing samples

’ collected were analyzed ter vocabulary, story structure.elemems. and
holistic rating. An ANOVA revealed that childres-with hngh literature
O ure and children with different writing practice received

E Mc‘icanuy higher holistic ratings than children with low literature

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: .
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exposure and chi'fgren with infrequent wriling practice. Significant
difterences were fot noted for vocabulary and story structure
elements. A stepwige multiple regression analysis revealed that
Iite{alure exposure and writing practice accounted for 17.67% of the
variance in second grade children's original narrative writing. Case
studies °f two children who(participated in the study demonstrated
that sex, intellectual ability, reading ability, television viewing hours,
and motivation need to be considered in tuture studies oxamining
factors which inllt;‘enca writing ability.

.
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COHESIVE TIES, CLOZE, AND TEACHER RATINGS AS
MEASURES OF READABILITY AND WRITING QUALITY
. OrderNo. DAB304808

RenrFrow, DonaTa, Pu.D. Georgla State Univorsity - College of
Education, 1982. 150pp.

Furpose. The purpose of thia study was to examine the
relationship of cohesive ties in essays to a measure of reader
comprehension (cloze teat) and a measure of teacher judgment of the
essays’ quality (analytic rating).

Researchers have estimated the readability of prose. Formulas
primarily used word and centence length as the best predictors of
reading difficuity. Writers, however, could not manipulate-those
variables consistently to adjust comprehengibility of a text. Qther
measures of readability, based on syntax, had a sentence-leval focus
and did not accommodate semantic cues. Recen! resagrch hap
Introduced the possibility of including semantic cues and extending

the unit of analysis to larger units of discourse. Halliday and Hasan
(1876, 1880) provided s system for analyzing prose by scoring
cohesive ties which join sentences as a text.

Method. Seventy-two essays, which were assigned analylic rltlng\
In & previous study, were prepared for cloze testing and given to
college freshman. Mean cloze scores based on four readings were \
caiculated. Each essay was scored for cohesive ties. Intercorrelations
were calculated for ties, cloze scores, and ratings. A partial ' !
correlation factored out the influence of essay length.

Results. The correlation between ties and analytic ratings was
440. Of the ties, conjunctive and lexical had the higheat correlations
{r = 364 and r » .391). Correlations between cloze scores and
cohesive ties and cloze scores and analytic ratings were small.

Concluslons. The relationship between analytic ratings and .
cohesive ties was moderate. Variations among the categories indicate
some ties were more strengly related to ratings than others. A low
correlation between ratings and cloze scores suggested they may
measure different attributes of prose. Correlations with cloze may
have been depreased because of low score variance. Continued
research with these variables using other types of prose is warranted.

\

\

AN INVESTIGATION OF MEDIA EFFECT ON THE WRITING
OF FIFTH.-GRADE CHILDREN WHO RECEIVE STORY STIMULLI
VIA TEXT, ORAL READING, AND TELEVISION

Ordor No. DAB30BEAS

Tomumson, CanL Martin, Pu.D The Florida Stato Univorsgity, 1682
113pp. Major Profegsor Carol Lynch-Brown

The study inveshigated medsa effect of tbxt, teacher.as-reader, ang
televigion on the quality of students’ writing, when stimulug stories
were presented prior 1o writing episodes Media effect was measured
within subject sample and within levels of student writing ability.
Secondary questions were related to difference by medium in
(1) carry-over to student writing of stimulus story vocabulary and
textual or narrative content, (2) incidence of statements
overt action. and (3) length of composgitions Once weekly
weeks, three comparable groups of 30 randomly selected fift
graders from a Southwest Georgia school system received the
three stimulug stories, but via different media and in different ord
Following each shmulug, subjects wrote from agsignments designe
to elicit expressive writing patterned atter the stimulus story.
Interviews about writing proeeases weore conducted with 26 randomly
pelacted cubijects from oubgroups by race, tox, and predicted writing
abilty Correlated t-tests revoaled no significant diflerences in quahty
of writing or in compssition length, as a result 6f difterent media.
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" Significantly more statements based on textual or narrative content of

stimulus stories appeared, however, sfter televisad stimuli.

« Descriptive data revealed some strong patterns of writing behavior
which corroborated findings of previous studies. These included:
(1) planriing briefly betore writing; (2) composing stories while
writing; (3) encountering few problems with writing; (4) making few
changes; (5) reading over stories not at all or to check for mechanics?™
(6) finding difticulty beginning stories; (7) verbalizing about writing
processes in generalizations. An unusual finding was that students
enjoyed writing these stories. Implications are: (1) literary models,
regardless of the medium of presentation, help fifth-grade students 1o
write; (2) literature can have a positive effect on students’ attitudes
toward writing; (3) television can be an efiective medium for
presenting literary works as writing stimuli; (4) television may be more
effective than independent reading or listening in impressing sumulus
story textual or narrative content on students for later use in
compasing their own stories.
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