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ABSTRACT. ’ .

) . A project to create a series of archaeology teaching
modules and resource guides on American Indians for junior high
school social studies is described. University personnel in charge of
the project participated with junior high school teachers in the
planning and development of the modules and guides. The unifying
theme is the diversity of American Indian groups. The groups are
explored from the perspective of archaeological inquiry using
information from prehistory, linguistics, tribal traditions, and
other sources. Activities include data gathering, hypothesis testing,
analysis, and drawing conclusions from evidence. The 10 modules
currently being developed focus on methods of the archaeological

"~ study of the past, culture areas in North America, the use of
computers in archaeology, American Indian language families, the

. origins of corn, the techniques of pottery making, religious

~practices, pueblos, the cultural sequence of North America, and the
archaeology of the Colonial Period. Teaching guides provide
background on the relationship of prehistory, ethnology, linguistics,
and physical anthropology to archaeology; basic techniques of
building a sandbox site; directions for making representative
pottery; introductory lessons in American Indian linguistics; and
recipes for a typical meal. Some units are suitable for art and
science education. (KC) :
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INTRODUCTION

The romance of archeolodw has alwaus been attréciive to
the dgeneral rPublicy althoudh some often exhibit a certain
amount of confusion about the limits of the discirline.
There is undoubtedls mot an archeolodist alive who has not
béen to%hy’upon announcing ﬁis .P;ofessiony *I have some
lovely racks that I collected last summer;~uould wou like to
look at themr" or "I‘ve alwaus been interested in fossils.®
Indeedy after an article appéared'in Us5., News and World
Rerortt about an excavation conducted bu the Frinciral
investisétor in Pennsslvaniav a8 school child wrote me to ask

. i . ¢ .
how many dinosaurs had been found on the excavation!

The mediz oftern confuse the isswe further bw rortrawing
~archeolodists as victims of the curse of some mummuy’s tomb

or 3s monew-hungry collectors of dolden relics. "Raiders of

the Lost Ark" is a recent and well-known examrle. Moreovery

@

.even if reorle have 3 fairly clear idea of what an

N
_ :5 aprcheolodist doesy thew often are not  aware of recent
}Sk discoveries or of their historie¢al significance. For

ifnstancey in the excavation mentioned abover artifacts were

recovered that were nearly 11,000 dears old, :‘Mans reorle
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s@ill exrress 3 sreat deal of surprise that humans have been

1iviné in the New World for so long 3 ;eriod of time.

THE PRORBLEM .
Our Premise was that the problemy in the main» lies
with the Pfofession. Archeolodistsy we felty have not
communicated to the‘ rublic either the nature of their

discirline or the contributions it can make to the bbds of

‘modern knowledde.
N .

Recent rassade of federal lesislation such as the
Moss-Bernett bill authorize £he exrenditure of federal funds
for archeolodical work Prior to construction Pfodecfst This
indicates 8 #Public awareness of‘ the imrortance of
archeolodical data; but these new resronsiblities have also
rlaced heavs demands on archeolodists’ alreads limited
research time and reduced the amount 'of effort which can be
srent on better educating the rublic, |

Consequentlyy al?housh most archeolodists will admit to

the importance of communicating their findinds to the

" general publicy thes are not likelw to actually have done so

and are even less likelw to do so now thaﬁ in the rast.
Populér writing of recent sears has come f;om the uofk of
avocational archeolodists whos while thew maw be entiréls
comretent a£ field works are often unable to rlace the

reéults of modern archeolodical excavation intoithe context

R~
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of the broader field of anthropoloés ér the broader realm of
public interest. Insteadr archeologs remains an’ exotic
romancey 3 ‘"rorular field"y somethindg aPParentls divorced
from any practical arrlication to the afféirs of rsublic
life.

Yet the rprofessionsal archeolosist has siuch to contribute

to kriowledde in contemrorary societs, In the first Flacey

as an anthrorolodisty thg erimary focus is to communicate

“the ‘"cross-—cultural Peyspective' -- to helr reorle stand

back and take an obJective look at our own culture. As 8.

specialié%vin recovering the rasty the archeologist has much

. . to saw about the mistakes and successes of other cultures

©

done before us.

Finallyy as a culture resource manadgery the modern
archeolodist must communicate the raPiB rate at which modern
societwy is destrowing the cultural heritade of alli
Americans. It is critical that the understanding vof this
roint reach all levels of the Puﬁlic -- esrecially its
wounsgest members. We felt that now is the time . to bedin
this imrortant task before the remsins of our cultural

heritade vanish almost entirelu,

. - . A SOLUTION

This Pro.Ject seeks to take a8 significant ster toward

rectifuing the situation outlined above by datherind

Fade 3 4
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together a grour of scholars at the American Universituyy all ' .
with complementars interests in archeological issuesy who
can work todether with teachéps on‘ the rroblem of making
knowr: to the rublic SJdust what ‘archeolosdy isy how
archeological inéuirs u;rks;_and what the archeological
rersrective has to cgntribute to rpublic understanding of our _ -
national heritade, )
-.8ince mo;t elementary schools study the American;indian
in fifth and véishth drades (the middle school level)s this L .
arrears to be an ideal rlace to start in educsatind bbth
teachers and students in the knowledde that can be
Fontributed by mddernlprofessional aréheblogg. There is a
clear need for such information to be made available to “the
middle school} éspeciallslif American Indian related torics ?
are the‘ focus of the materials., For instancer Social
Studies School Service 1222 Catalog for: drades 4 to 8
reveals two rades of items devotgd.to the American Indiany
'“° but nothing srecificallw réferrins to archeolods., ‘Some
. archeolodgs items are listed in the main catalog of the same
fifm but all arrear to be directed at older audiences. |

In sepite of the 1lack of available materials to

surprlement texibooks at th@s levely virtuslls all Qmerican

a

history books used -in the middle school discuss the

settlement pf the New World. 2% American Indian tribeg:and

rrovide detsiled information on the civilizations of Mexico

°

|

: | . | , |
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and Central America--both of these are essentialluy’

archeolodical issues.

»

Both srincieal investiSatqfs have. observeds uheﬁ
addressins school classe$ at this ievelg that students are
not only extremely enthusisstic about-archeolbéQ but&also
have.little; difficult; in drasring comrlex methodolodical
conéepts suéh as the erincirle of surerrosition which

underlies all modern stratidrarhic excavation and
N *

interrretation. There thys' arrears to be a8 definites

,althouéﬁ urmetsy need for supplemen§31 materials for the

middle sch&@l that have been rrerared bs knowledgeable

w d
¢
C s

The rroJect is following 3 two-rronged épphoach to

rrofessionals in the discirlines involved.

resrond to this need. The sroJect’ sfaff are Pre?arihs a
series of modules rélaiins to archeolodical ' insights into
American Indian rsrehistory alons~qithna teachers’ resource
guide to assist in the use of fﬁe modules in the classfoom
or to be used serarately if tﬁé”feacher desires, It seemed
that dgiven the limited exrerience with archeoibgg available
to iclassroom teaepers and the unssstematic rrosrect ;f
attacking the rroblem soiels by reluing on téacher
self-traininds it was rreferable to Frerare materiais

comrlete enough for the téachers and students to endade

directly with the subdect matter through rrinted materisls

srecifically designed for the middle

-

S
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school. These could be made available on a8 national basis

for interested teachers. | |

To assure that this rrodect will be arrlicable to
middle ;chooi Proérams,' a small drour of middle school
‘tgadhérs from several sﬁbdect areas are rarticirating in the
#lanning and develorment of the " modules ‘and reéburce duide.
~This.u;ork todether was in the form of & 'minifcourse where.
the university rersonnel rresented an overview of the
content and the teac%ers contribuifd ideas about classroom
applicatioﬁv activitiesy and rreferable teachind st%atesies;
Tﬁroush this two~way interactiony it ués hored the teachprs
would réceive 3 sroﬁndins ﬂin the contentrs and ~ the
universitu—-based staff uouid‘sharpen their rercertions about
middle school curriculumhénd . instructional needs. This
in-service exrerience provided an unuéual orrortunity fqr
the universituy and the local school ésstem to work todether
to both grours’ benefit. “ ’ | :

/' The prodJect is Freraringd a series of short modules -for

student wses each of which covers a rarticular toric
arrrorriate tp and of interest at the middle school level.
Each is beind written by rersons with direct knowledde of

the subJect bhased wuron individual research and teachins

exrerience with the toric to be addresséds The modulés are
unified by the theme that Americanm  Indians lived in maow

discneta cultural droues. This diversity is exrlored from

Pade 6 ‘ ‘ »
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[

“the roint of view of archeological ineuirs using information

from rrehistorir linguisticsy tribal traditionss and other

Ll

sources to disrlay these facts, The time reriods coveredﬁ

a [

run  the gamut from earliest settlement - to 2 variety of
modern daw concerns and irclude  elements of both
ethnohistory and historical (Cblonial Period)‘archeolqu as

Néllo

‘The modules are designed for flexible use--5 sinsle
module to surrlement the classroom texty one or. several
modules to form the basis of a Aunit on ° some asrect of
American Indian lifey or all taken todether to be tused,inﬂ
lieﬁ of 8 redgular text, Each module will include review
auestionsy exercisesy vocabularyy marsy rhotosy and lirne
drawings as arrrorriate. N A

In addition to the exrlicit information on American
Indianér the modules address other middle school educational
obJectives., First—hand data datheringy @spothesis testindgy
analusisy and drawing concluéidné.'from evidenéey for -
exampler‘ are stressed of each wocument. Uhiie desidner
srecifically for use in social studies classesy some of tﬁem

would be highlw suitable for art and science classes as

well., In facty the modules are designed to assist creative

\ . . . .
. teachers wishind to develor their oguwn unligue curriculum.

Thereforey the modules are beind written to°ser9e as broad 3

rande of Furroses as rossible.
p ;
Fade 7
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I, Peorle Whe “tudws Peggle:AArcheolosists and American
Indian Tribes!? This module discusses: archeoldsisls -
Prehistpric gnd historiec -=- .and how theu do° asbout studsins

the American Indians’ rast. Technicues of excavation and

intersretation are exrlained. The resaction of various

Aamerican Indian tribes to this sometimes unwelcome intrusion

are also discussedy and receni efforts to resrond toﬁtribal

. concerns are stressed,

II. Hany Different Feorle are Cglled American Indisns?

This module reviews the culture areas of North Americs énd

-

the cultural tures that inhabited each one. The Préh;storsy

environmenty subsistencey materiali culturery  social

ordanization 'and relidion of each ‘area are briefls
Q0 .

discussed., Evidgnce=‘ from culture aresas found in

representatiQE sites are illustrated. _ .

I1I. Comruters in Archeolodus? ThiS‘module' will discusé

and illustrite the number of different wasds that comruters

are used in archeologws., ~ It will include & rrodram for

_ {
rlotting the location of artifacts within a3 site written in

straishtfprdérd BASIC so that 'it can be used on 835 manwy
different kinds of combuters as rossible. The third module

.

orisinalls was entitled Where Did the Tribes Come 5rom? and

_was to be asbout the settlement of the New World. Howevery

in sracticer this\paterial was covered in shortened form in

two other modules. When. the teacﬁers insisted; on 3 module

Pade 8
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dealing with .Ebmputer§y since there was stch 8 demangd for
. computer ?élated materials and éince most schobls.nou h;Le a
micracomputery it ués decided.&d dror the oridinal modﬁle.l

IV, Theu Sreak iﬁAHanB Tondues? Amqrican‘IhBian landuade
families are discussed in terms of similarities ahq . §
differences. whéf,the,lansﬁas?s tell the §rcheolo§ist aggut;
;réhistOFié cultures and socialh Pyefefénces are also
-illustrated. ' - . .

V. Corny an Indian Gift to the 'world: The orisins of
corn are discussedy alondg with the remarkabli similar ways
L ;n which it was cultivaied -amonsg most Inyian.srqypg ‘who
rracticed horticulture. : ' » | .; . - o

VIi. Fottery! Uha£ It .Can Tell Us . Qboqt'tﬁe Fast?: The ‘
technicues of manufactufé of rottery ‘and the decorative
motifs used inm the various culture areas of North America in ‘ ' ' .
which rottery was made are described. The module
illustrates the kinds of information that thg archeolodist
can dain from a careful study of rotteru.

VII. Son of the Sun! Friest-Kinds in\ the Southeastern
U;S.Sl This module offers an vethnohistorical and
archeqlosical asccount of tge little~kﬁoun (to the deneral

public) hidh cultures of the southeast. It focuses on the

Southern Death Cult as a seasonal death-rebirth adricultural

culty and slso discusses the effects of diseases introduced

by the SPaniards orn the social sustem of these tribes.

Fade 9
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VIII. The First Américanjﬁparﬁmenf Houses! This module

Americar Squthqeéty inc}udihs‘ tpg;,Fueblos and the larde
scale irridation sustems thew constructed. The difficulties

of living in the desert environment are exrlained.

simrle foraders throusdh horticulture—to the emeires of

1

- Teetihuadans Tulay and Tenochtitlan.

" X, Ordinary Feorle in Historu! the . Arcﬁeologglof the

historié atﬁheOIOSB can dive us into the “life of the
ordinary Péop1e of colonial  times who receive little
attention in the written histories of the Period.

v

hlthQUSh kesed to the modulésy the teachers’ resource
guide ‘is béins written so that it can be wused as a
self~cqnt5§ﬁed unit by teachers in an individualgzed
instruction rrogram to meet their own needs. An extensive

listing of suitable reference materials are included at the

end of éach-chapter. The final text will be bassed on the
teachers’ actual exrerience with the.‘moduleé in their

classrooms. {

S An}h;opoloss and Archeolods! This charter rrovides

' the basic backdround material for the teacher to understand

1

the relationshir of rrehistoryr ethnolodsy linguistics and

[ o

Fade 10
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IX. American Indian Civilizations! This wmodule reviews’

the cultural sequence ;> in Meso-America and its rise from.

Colonial Perfod! This module will stress the insights that
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Phssical‘anthrqfoloss to American Indian archeolodd.

| II., Building a3 "Sandbox Site"$! The basic techniaqés of
excavating anB rénordins a site‘are described and directions
diven to simulate an archeological site wusind 3 small
sandbox in the classroom.made with matefials avéilable at
ans hardware store., Students will then be able to sctuslly

Lo Q -

excaggte the site in the classroom and write a rerort abBut
it. Artifacts lmas be either student made or contemrorars

materials mas be substithted. A comrlete materials list is

rrovided.

III. Culture Areas of North Americal A descrirtion ofx

the culture area concert is given alond with the diversity
of cultural solutions. Datar rrobsbls in tabular formy are
provided for a variets of traits.from each culture area.

The teacher will be able to siréss either cultural
diversits “or to focus in on anw one culture ares with
imrortance for the unit: beindg taught. |

- IV, “American Indian Potters? Come~lete directions for
making rerresentative Woodlandy Mississierriany Southwestern
aﬁd Mesoamerican rotterwy including a comrlete materials

list are rrovided, aslong with . methods of simulating raste

’

temrery means of marngfacture and firind temrerstures..

Wasters (rots broken in firing) mas be used for artifacts in
the sandbox site described above. suitahle safety ecuirment

at a.muéh later ade).

: .  Page 11 19, -
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Vs American Indian Landuades$ This charter will:

irntroduce the feacher to American Indisan linduistics and

rrovide introductory lessons in American Indian landuades.
&

This chapier will rrovide training in landuade skills tokthe
teacher uh;ch will a3llow the  students to aciuallu sreak a
few sentences aﬁd functional rhrases in the landuades. These
skills can be used in conJdunction with other Indian data to
rrovide a comrlete ricture of Indian life.

vi. Colonial Diet! This charter will rrovide recires for
a tyrical meal (dreens and corn dodders) of the ordinaru
peorles indentured servants and slaves in the colonies
capab1e  of beind cooked chesrly and simely uith. such
implements éé an electric skillet':in the classroom.
Nutritional information on the mesl uiil be Pfovidedv alond

with menus from rich colonists as well as Eastern Indian

'menus from ethnohistoric documents.

5

Comrarison of the menus will Frovide valuable

information ‘on dHood modern nutrition as well as - an

arpreciation of the skill and successful adartation of the

American Indiénf-uhose diet was better nutritionaliu tﬁat

that of the roor colonist. The wmenu of the roor colonist

will also eritomize the amalsam of the American.

cbloﬁies——the’!reens are Scots-Irish cooked in an. African

‘was while the corn is Indian.

. Paste 12.
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APPendixtv This will contain & list by  state of -
archeolodistsy tribél councilsy and tribal rublicationss as
well as 8 bibliodrarhs of sources on Indian rrehistors and

a

ethnolodgwy suitable for use by the classroom teacher.

This arrendix will rrovide the background material for
the teachér to adart the 'modules and resource dguide for
locaf n?eds. While most of this information is available
elgghére; these listings will rrovide the ccnvenience likels
to lead to full utilization of available fesources,vsiven
the dreat demands on teachers’ time. ;

Both the médules and the teachers; resource SUiée are
desigried to be. used bw the clasérdom teacher to desidn
special wunits to meet local needs. For instancer the
tescher might want to combine the modules on historic
archeoloss and the oridins of corn with the coloﬁial diet

chaptef of the Fbsource duide into & unit on colonial life.

The rrodect’s aim in rrerarind these materials is to allow
the teacher in the classroom to take 8 creative role in

using them.

STATUS

Three of the modules are currentls beind field testeds

‘with a fpufth nearly reads for the erinter, The remainder

of the moduless all of which have been written excert for

the_one on comruterss will be tested in the serind. ‘At that
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tine;iafter teachers have had 3 chance to use all of the
moduleé; we will have 3 meeting to decide’ on the exact
materials reeded in the teachers’ resource dguidey and it
will be rprerared and tested. The eroJect will terminate in
Maw of 1983. We are drateful to‘the National Endowment for
the Humanities for their financiai surrort (Grant

#ES8-20020-80-1681) .,
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