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Second Year Persistence
and Achievement .

- x PREF ACE . .

The purpose of thig thipd repor@ on the IllanlS Fall 1979 Transfer Study |
is to describe and analyZe second year perslstence and achievement statewide. . |
The fall 1979 Transfer Study is fgllowing, for flve years after transfer,
. 10,015 students who transferred from Illinois two-year colleges to 42 Illmols B
senior colleges and universities in Fall Term 1979. Report .1, issued |
February 1982, ‘ described the mobility patterns and pre-transf o
characteristics ofsthe Fall 1979 transfer students. Report 2, issued in

August 1982, described the Fall 1979 transfer students' persistence and /
achievement durmg the first year after transfer, dcademic year 1979-80. This /
“third report will examine data for academic year 1980-8l. £

The staff of the IllanlS Communlty College Board and the members of the
~ Transfer Study SUbcommittee appreciate the .continuing cooperation of ,
- participating institutions. Suggestions for mprovement of all aspects of the
study and reports are welcome. -

o . finn Kieffer Bragg
. oL « L Associate Director for Research
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HIGHLIGHTS

-

Thls Third Report of the- 1979 Transfer Study analyzes the perSistence and
achievement the second’ year after transfer--academic year 1980-8l--of the
10,015 students who transferred from Illinois two-year colleges to Illinois
senior ‘institutions in the Fall of 1979. The trends observed during the first
year after transfer continue in the second year. Post-transfer per31stence
and achievement continue to vary according to the students' pre-transfer.

- degree status. Specifically, the-report finds that for)

*Associate in Arts/Associate in Science Degree Recipients,

- 7l percent completed the Spring 1981 term (or. earned their baccalaureate
degrees prjor to it), e C .

-~ 31 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by thé end of the second
year from the senior institutions to which they transferred in the Fall of
1979; and

.

-~ collectively they earned a Spring 1981 term mean GPA of 3.03 ("8").

Assgciate in Applied Science Degree Recipients,

-- 56 percent completed the Spring 1981 tenn (or earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it); .

[y

-- 19 percent earned their-baccafaureate degrees by the end of the second
year from the senior institution to which they transferred in the fall of
1979; and .

-~ collectively they earred a Spring 1981 term mean GPA of 2.99 ("B").

Transfer students who had not earned an associate degree,

~, -~ 57 percent completed the Spring 1981 termm (or earned their baccalaureate

degrees, prior to it);
A\

-- 11 ‘percent earmned their baccaleureate degrees by the end of the second
year from the senior: institution to which they transferred in the fFall of
1979; and [ .

- .oollectively they earned a Spring 1981 term mean GPA of 2.82 ("B-"),
LY
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and Achievement .

INTRODUC TION

A * . -
. [T

“The Fall 1979 Transfer Study Report 2: First Year Persistence and
Achievement found that both persistence and achievement the first' year after
transfer varied by the students' pre-transfer degree’ status. Students who
transferred after receiving their, Associate in Arts- (AA) or Associate in
Science (AS) degrees, as a group, persisted &nd achieéved at a higher level
than .did either Associate in Applied SCience (AAS) degree reCipients or
non-degreed transfer students. .

This report will examine the post-transfer success of students in each of
these three pre-transfer degree categories for the second year after transfer,
academic year 1980-8l. Data will be presented in two sections: Persistence
and baccalaureate degree completion rates first and,  then, aghievement as
measured by earned grade point average (GPA). : .

. .
'
)

PERSISTENCE AND BACCALAUREATE COMPLETION RATES

The variation in persistence rates among students in the three
pre-transfer degree categories during the first year after tramsfer continues
in the second year. As Table 1 on the next page indigates, AA/AS degree
recipients persist, as a group, at a higher rate than either. non-degreed
transfers or AAS degree ‘recipients. Seventy-one percent ¢&f the AA/AS degree
transfer students completed the Spring Term 1981 ‘or had earned their
baccalaureate degrees prior to it, while only 56 percent.of the AAS degree’
recipients and 57 perbent of the non-degreed transfer students did so.

The overall perSistence rate of 62 percent (including previous graduates)
at the end of spring term is comparable to the findings of the Fall 1973 study
which reported a second-year per31stence ‘rate of 78 percent for those students
whose status was known. (The status was mot known for 41 percent of the
6riginal sample. ) . \ 5 !

The number of students easning baccalaureate degrees from the institution
to which they originally transferred by the end of the second year after
transfer also varies by ppe-transfer degree status. AA/AS degree transfer
students had the highest baccalaureate degree completion rate of the three
groups by the end of the second year, at 31 percent. A greater proportion of

LAAS degree recipients than non-degreed tran$fers also completed baccalaureate

degrees, reflecting the higher average number of credits accepted in transfer’
by the senior imstitutions -- 56 credit$ for AAS degree transfers versus 43
credits for non-degreed transfers (see Pages 6-7 of Report 2). The overall '
completion rate of 18 percent at the end of two years.is comparable to the
Fall 1973 two-year baccalaureate degree completion rate of 22 percent of those
students whose status was known, o® 13 percent of the original sample.

-
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~— Table 1 ¥ B
POST- TRANSF ER PERSISI'EN:E AND BACCALAUREATE DEGREE
CHMPLETION BY PRE- TRANSF ER DEGREE CATEGDORY b
) - ) * * T
. ) N , . . Total
Graduated . Graduated Graduated Graduated
.  Pre-transfer Entered Completed Fall 1979 or Completed Spring 1980 or Completed Fall 1980 or Completed Graduated rough
Degree Category Fall 1979 Fall 1979 winter 1980 Spring 1980 Summer 1980 Fall 1980% Winter 1981 Spring 1981* Spring 1981 Sp?,tng 1981
AA/AS Degree (N)  3,149** 2,951 1 2,612 19° 2,340 ' 87 2,136 gsl 968
x) . (9%) b (83%) . EEew (74) (X) (68%) (27) (31x)
) ARS Qegree (N 77 12 661 0 527 4 438 18 392 118 140
X %) 9x) - (7X) e (61%) () (5/X) (1) (19%) -
. . . . . o <
No Degree (N) 6,144 5,671 2 4,739 25 3,928 70 3,447 587 684
(%) (9) bl . %) bk (66X) (1%) (56%) (1K) (11%)
Total (N) 10,015 9,283 3 7,878 48 6,706 175 5,975 * 1,566 1,79%
(%) (93) nu (7%) run (6%X) (2x) (6%) « (1sX) v (18%)
( /

*Based on credits earned in the tem. The numbers earning a teré GPA were slightly lower: 2,324, 435, and 3,900, respéctively, for Fall 1980, and
2095, 389, and 3,426, respectively, for Spring 194l. -
**ne AA/AS degree recipient was found to have graduated at the end of Summer 1979 and, thus, should not have been considered a Fall 1979 transfer
student. .
Ve -~ "

. *#4_e'ss than one percent. .
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Table 2 on the next three pages shows the sex, age, and program of
baccalaureate degree graduates for each of the three pre-transfer degree
categories. Eighty-one percent of the AA/AS recipients, 76 percent of the AAS
recipients, and 67 percent of the non-degreed transfer students who earned
baccalaureate degrees within two years after transfer were less than 26 years
old. Conversely, 16. percent, 21 percent, and 27 percent of each group,
respect ivaly, were older than the traditional college-agé population at the
time of baccalaureate degree completion. (The remainder declined to indicate
their ages.) Half of the baccalaureate degree completers were men and half
were women, the same proportion as In the original' sample.

" The largest pescentage of AA/AS degree re01p1ents and non-degreed transfer
students earned their baccalaureate degrees in business fields, with the
social and behavioral sciences category second. Of the AAS degree recipients,
the largest percentage completed baccalaureate degrees in the social and
behavioral sciences, with the health fields second. Overall, 26 percent of
the 1979 transfer students who earmed their baccalaureate degrees within two
years - after tramsfer completed in business, 17 percent in social and
behavioral sciences, and 13 percent each in education and in such "other"
professional fields as agr?dlture architecture, and journalism. ’

Table 3 shows charges n program of enrolJJnent Between Fall 1979 and Fall ,
1980 for students in each of thes three pre-transfer degree categories. For
the most part, those students who were ‘already in or became "undeclared/
unknown" in Fall 1988 are those no longer in attendance. Except for these
probable withdrawals, only eight percent of the transfers overall changed
major from one broad program category .to amother. Students ‘who had completed
associate degrees prior to transferring were slightly less likely change
programs €han non-degreed transfersy, perhaps due to their greater number of
pre-transfer credits earred and accepted by the sen;or institutions.

. In sumsfary, AA/AS degree recipients, as a group, Have a higher persistence

rate™and a higher baccalatreate: degree completiBn rate at the end of the
second year after transfer than have AAS degree recipienfs and the non-degreed
transfer students, Ovwerall persistence and bacca}aureate degree completion
rates at the end of the second y€ar after transfer are cemparable to the
Fall l97}transfer student study findings.

(Ve
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Table 2 3 <
. . (1 of 3) @ ®
: (<'D a
. SEX, AGE, AND PROGRAM OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETERS BY PRE- TRANSFER DEGREE CATEGDRY 25
. . - S0
. &+ H
AWAS Degree Recipients o’
, ’ g . . o )
. . X . Total in Each . &
- Before Fall 1980 During FY 1981 Spring 1981 Program by End 8
£26 26+ Unknown £ 26 26+ Unknown £26 26t of Spring 1981 @
» Program (HEGIS) : M F W F |M £ W F MW E|M E M F &M F| MNmber Percent
k Undeclared/Unknow Inval id 2 7 | 1 1l o2 2t o3 2 32 3
Business (05) R / 1o 9 2 4|4 3150 106 18 5| 31 32
, ,
Educat ion (08) . .1 10 1 6] 1 4 15 82 3 16 139 14
- ]
englineering (09) /7 1 2 1 1 34 - 2 {0 1 - 52 5
Wi
Arts/Humanities . . \L ] .
\ i (10, 11, 15, 23) 3 1 2 16 30 2, 3 57 6
Social/Behavioral Seiences )
) (la, 20, 21, 22) ¢« | 4 9' 1 5 2 3 s0 sS4 13 17 158 16
, Sclence and Math ol .
. (04, 07, 17, 19) 3001 1 33 24 3 2 67 7 ‘
tealth (12) . * _ 1 4 9 6.1 20 2
- - General Liberal Arts (49) 1 1 1 1 2 2 » T /2'/-4 1 1_2 lw PN C .
@m HEGIS 12 2 |1 g s 37 6 2 11 12
: - /{om. 3 8 1 25 31 10 20 10 18 362 357 59 55 959 98
y -~ ! . ' i
. i o
/2 ’ -
) : . . &
1vu : , L 11
o . v . * .t
' . . -
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Teble 2
(2 of 3)

SEX, PdE, AND PROGRAM OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETERS BY!PRE- TRANSFER DEGREE CATEGORY

. . A
a §#S Degree Reciplents
. f . -
. v e . Total in Each
‘ Before Fall 1980 ~ During Fy 1981 , Spring 1981 Program by &nd
- . £ 26 26+ £ 26 26+ Unknown <26 26+ of Spring 1981
e Program (HEGIS) M F M F[M F M FIM F,H F MW F |Naber Percent
.. undeclared/Unknowinv/ Inval id il 1 2 2 7 5
Business (05) — gl ] s 6 2 14 10
f Education (08) 1 T3 g 8 6
» »
v . Engjgeering (09) 1 7 2 . 1o 7
x
, Arts/Humnanit ies 4 . . g g
Q0, 11, 15, 23) c a2 2 1
- Social/pehavicral Sciences
(14, 20, 21, 22) -~ 2 4 2 13 15 4 40 29
Science and vath ¢ v h
™ « (04, 07, 17, 19) 2 2 "1 1 6 -4
Health (12) = 11 2 3 8 s | 20 14
A3 S ¥
General Liberal Arts (49) 1 4 1 6 4
1! /f"'.- -
Technologies (50-55) 3 3 a2
., ) Other HEGIS 1 I I 18 3 1 24 17
- TOTAL - 2 2 307 1 71 2 55 42 6 13 140 99 ,
) '“ '1‘2 »
\
. ' . - '
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, vy Table 2 ¢
) (3 of 3) .
\ .« SEX, AGE, AND PROGRAM OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREE COMPLETERS BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE CATEGORY
No Pre-transfer Degree = . )
. 7 Total in
Before Fall 1980 , During FY 1981 Spring 1981 Program by End
inknown £ 26 26+ Unkno < 26 26+ Unknown £ 26 26+ of Spring 1981
program (HEGIS) M F M F M FEIM F M F M FI|IH F H _-M - F | Nmber Percent
I Ce T T T
Undeclared/lnknown/Invalid 4 5 3 5 3 1 =T 1 5| 37 8
Business (05) ' 4 1 25113 2 718 30 7 5 137 20
Education (Q8) ' 1 3 4 7 50 4 13| a2 12
Engineering (09) N ’ 11 31 2 13 48 7
Arts/Humanities -
(1o, 11, 15, 23) . 1 1 1 4} 6 8 4 .26 4
Social/Behavioral Sciences ~
(14, 20, 21, 22) 1 3 3 3 4 )3 4 27 33 9 13 103 15
Science and Math ) i ’ .
(04, 07, 17, 19) , % 1 2 1|1 1 2 15 1 2] .65 10
Health (12) 1 ‘ 1 1 3 0 4 #1011 1 3 10 1 1 53 8a
3 4‘ * -
General Liberal Arts (49) 2 R B 1 21 4 3 5 2 21 3
Technolagies (50-55) 5 5 1
other HEGIS 2 2 2 3 4 30 2 5| .90 13
TOTAL 5 5 ~4 8 4 8 10 14 11 27- 12 19 233 192 65 66 683 ik
.‘/
rd ’ ~
\ ;
. ~

e
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Fall 1979 Program
tndeclared/thknowrv Inval id
Business (05)

Education (08) .

General Liberal Arts (49)

Science & Mathematics
(04, 07, 17, 19)

Social & Behavioral Stiences

(14, 20, 21, 22) .

Engineering. (09)

Arts & Humanities
(1o, 11, 15, 23)

Health (12) -
Technologies (50-55)
Other HEGIS

TOTAL

Sa.

S > X
g
oW
* IO
. l- ( a 8
/ Il1linois Community College Board 38>_ a
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Table 3 ) .8 ?'f
CHANGES IN PROGRAM OF ENROLLMENT: FALL 1979 TO FALL 1980 v, 8H
@
29
Fall 1980 Program . o
AA/AS Degree AAS Degree “-No Deqree 5
Became Moved to Became Moved to Becam®  Moved to o
Stayed Uhdeclared  Another Stayed Undeclared Another Stayed Undeclared ‘Another @
the Same or Unknown Program the Same or Unknown Program the Same or Unknown Progra 8
ppiisiile -0
250 (250) 53 86 (86) 20 869 (869) 176 °
687 100 ‘% 25 97 26 3° 917 240 -
377 58 16 47 14 , 2 462 125 42
51 / 20 12 26 19 4 178 , 94 87
186 47 36 36 15 5 351 +129 70
337 74 22 87 28 3 477 191 40
140 27 5 43 5 3 259 75 19
. 7
194 31 15 8 4 1 249 80 31
9l 30 8 44 23 3 269 94k 12
6 . 4 ¢4 -8 0 1 53 . 30 10 ..
Ve K43
206 30 .8 49 9 _3 338 75 24 ’
2525 42} 24 531 143 48 4429 - 1133 582" » o
" (2275) (671) (445) (229) (3560) +  (2002)
" 8K 13% & |° a 2% - ' 72 1ex &
(72%) (21%) (62) Gx) (58%) 3X) v
4 ' ~
[ ‘ K3 - : -
< - g'
) @
. [ :,
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ACHIEVEMENT : - :

The trends in-achievement as measured by earned GPA during the first year’
after transfer also continue through the second year. As indicated in Table 4
below, after'the first-term dfop in GPA, the mean GPA for éach of the three .
groups continues to increase throughout the two years after transfer until the
Sprlng 1981 Term GPA is nearly the same as the pre-transfer GPA. As with the
perSistence measures, AA/AS degree recipients earned higher GPA's after
transfer than did AAS degree recipients and non-degreed transfer students.

o

Table 4

MEAN GPA EACH TERM BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS

‘ IR Cumulative
Pre- Spring Spring Spring
Pre-transfer f{ransfer Fall 1979 1980 . Fall 1980 1981 1981

Cegree Status “Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
AA/AS Degree 3.04°0.53 2.71 0.80 2.86 0.75 2.920.74 3.030.70 2.85 0.66
AAS Cegree 3.03 0:51 2.67 0.84 2.77 0.77 2.85 0.74 2.99 0.74 2.79 0.66

No Degree 2.87 0.62 2.54 0.86 2.64 0.82' 2.70 0.78 2.820.77 2.64,0.71

7

Table 5 below shows post-transfer achievement in terms of the percentages
_of those students receiving grades within each group who earned at least a "C"
average (2.00 GPA) and at least a "B" average (3.00 GPA) each term after
transfer. .

0

Table 5 . o,

" PERCENTAGE OF GRADES RECEIVED EACH TERM AT nch' OR BETTER AND
AT "B" OR BETTER BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE

" N

tr‘ f 3 ' . . ~

Pre-transfer Y o

Degree Status Fall 1979 Spring 1980 fall 1980 Spring 1981-_

AA/AS Degree . ,
"C" or better - 85% 9% . 91% 94%
"B" or better - 44% 52 . 55% 61%

- - \

AAS Degree ’ ‘
"C" or better 8% - 87% : 9% 7
"B" or better o 45% 50% " 52% 56%
Degree

" UC" or better 77% 82% 8% 88%

§ "B" or better 37% 40% 4% S50%
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. Since an increase in average achievement, whether it is mf€asured by mean
GPA or percentage earning a specific GPAy can be due simply to the withdrawal
of low achievers, Table & below compares the GPA trend for three groups --
those who completed the Spring 198l term, those who did not, and those who
graduated at some point before the Spring 1981 tem. .

-~

S
Table 6

.

' COMPARISON OF MEAN GPA'S FOR SPRING 1981 COMPLETERS, -
NON~-COMPLETERS, AND PRIOR GRADUATES

- Spring Issl Pre-transfer  Fall 1979 Fall 1980 Spring 1981
Enrollment Status GPA GPA GPA ~ GPA
"Completers 3.00 2.73 2.84 2.9l
Non-completers 2.82 2.34 2.31 —
Prior Graduates . 3.2 3,13 | 3.26 -—

—

Table 6 shows that those students who completed the second year after
transfer, as a group, have a slightly higher pre-transfer GPA and a
significantly higher GPA for each of the two fall temms than do the
non-completers. The completers follow the previously observed pattern of
initial decline and subsequent increase in GPA so that their Spring 1981 mean
GPA nears their mean pre-trarisfer GPA. The non-completers do not show this
same pattern. The difference in patterns suggests that completers overcome
"transfer stock," while the non-completers do not.

¢

The students who earned their baccalaureate degrees prior to the Sprimg
term 1981 have the highest mean GPA throughout, greater than a "B" in all
cases. Nevertheless, they too experience a first-term after transfer drop in
mean GPA and subsequent increase, with the Fall 1980 mean GPA slightly
. exceeding their mean pre-transfer GPA.

In summary,, AA/AS degree recipients, as a groyp, earn higher grades after
transfer thapn do the AAS degree recipients and non-degreed transfer students,
although each group follows the same pattern of initial decline and subsequent
increase in mean GPA tfiroughout the two years. Spring 1981 term completers
earned higher grades, on the average, than did non-completers, and those
students who earned their baccalaureate degrees prior to the Spring 1981 term
earned the highest grades throughout. The comparison of mean GPA for
‘cqmpleters and non-completers reveals that attrition alone is not responsible
for, the imcrease in mean GPA after the first post-transfer temm. 'Transfer
shock" is an observable phenomenon. -

, .
» A

19
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CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLIGATIONS (4%,

'The trends observed during the first year'after transfer continue in the
second year. Post-transfer persistence and achievement continue to vary
according to the students'’ pre-transfer degree status.

AA/AS degree rec1p1entsﬂ as a group,.perform better after transfer than do
AAS and non-degreed transfer students on all measures: . retention at 71
percent, baccalaureate degree completion at 31 percent, and mean cumulative
GPA at 2.85 at the end of Spring Term 1981, the end of the second year after
transfer. For this group, howevér, in wthh the majority continued in the
same program .and, on the average, had more than 60 credits accepted in

-transfer by the senior 1nst1tut10ns, a baccalaureate completion rate of less

than one-third” in tyo years is not an impressive number. Their average of 12
to 13 credits earned each semester, in which a normal load is 16 credits,
suggests that a high proportion of students are attending less than full
time. The high proportioh of part-time attendance in turn suggests that most
of the AA/AS degree recipients still enrolled in Spring 1981 should complete
their baccalaureate degregs in 1981-82. .

AAS degree recipients, as a group, have the second highest baccalaureate
degree completion rate at 19 percent and the second highest cumulative GPA at
2.79 at the end of the secord year. is group also, however, has the lowest
two-year retention rate at 56 percent. . . 4 ,

Non-degreed transfer students, as a grow, have the lowest GPA throughout
the post-transfer period ‘and the, lowest baccalaureate completion ‘rate, at

.11 percent, of the three groups. The lower baccalaureate complet&on rate,

however, reflects the lower average number of pre-transfer credits earned and
accepted by the senior institutions to which they transferred.

The reader is cautloned that this study canpares post-transfer succesd of

students in these three groups only. It does not compare their succesg to’

"native" students at the senior institutions to which they transferred. In
addition, the study was désigned to follow the students' success only at the
institution to which they transferred “in "the fall of 1979. Subsequent
transfer to another 1nst1tut10n has not been ascertalned to date.

Despite these caveats, the Fall 1979 transfer students are performing at
least as well as, and, in the case of the AA/AS degree recipients, much better
than, the transfer students stufied six years earlier. Both attrition rates
and theé observed "transfer shock" phenomenon, nevertheless, suggest that
greater attention needs to be paid to the transfer process by*two-year and

. senior institutions. Admissions criteria and articulation agreeménts need

continuous examination as do. advising, counseling and orientation processes to
facilitate a smoother transition and to ameliorate the effetts of "transfer
shock" for two-year to senior institution transfer students.

-
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