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-The Bryan Independent School District (Texas) has
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4 story a day to their child; (3) three .times a week, read a book or

' magazine of thejr €hoice for 15 minutes while their child reads

something of interest; and (4) conduct the activities sent home in
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each student in his or her acquisition of reading skills, send the
folders home each week, respond to parental concerns and quest1ons,

- and send home supplementary books to be used during the reading

periods at home. The foldérs contain a’sight word 11st, 1ndependent
activities, and parent directed lessons. ‘This package is accompanied
by a weekly newsletter from the teacher that informs. parents of the
skills and activities that the, students are engaged in that week.
Both teachers and parents have responded positively to the program,

... and, after the first year, both groups noted that the students had

develqped a pos1t1ve attitude toward reading. Appendixes include
examples of activities in the folders, teacher responses to the

' parent involvement quest1onna1re, and parent responses to the parent

questionnaire. (HOD)
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"Types"og Parent Involvement Programs

Most. educators agree that a child's home environment

v

influencesftheﬁway in which he/she views reading. Stickler

and Eller (1976) ma1nta1n that ch11dren ‘are more 11kely to

-develop a pos1t1veoatt1tude toward read1ng if the1r parentS'

&

read to iiiem and model read1ng behav1or in the1r own Ilves.
Hansen (1973) suggests that parents who encourage read1ng as
a source of recreatlon and knowledge, who assisgt children in

selectlng books, and who discuss these books w1th their child-

'ren also prov1de 1nf1uences that promote a pos1t1ve attitude

toward read1ng. If th1s is the case, it would seem loglcal ?)'

;to 1nvolve parents 1n the read1ng 1nstructlon of the1r ‘own

-

o chlldren.

¢

°

. X ) - . . \A o"
Nedler and McAfee (1979) desCribemfour types.of-parent

4

1nvolvement programs.‘ These include: 1) home-based programs,

-2) school and center based programs, 3) parent educatlon pro-

A_grams, and 4) home-school partnershlps.

‘Home intervention programs began in the11960s‘to see if

"education in the home would help:children from low income

. families make and sustain educational gains. Home based pro-

grams emphas1ze two goals: .
l.' teachlng parents to be better parents and family~
-members, and | ‘
2. _teaohing parents to be better teachers‘of their

.own children. B . .
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in this type 6f‘program, the'pafents are expeg£éd to be
learners. . They learn how to use houséhdld'items to ueéch
‘their children. ¢Théy,leérn howrto;talk to their children in
‘order to hglb them understand the world around'th%ﬁlv They |
are élso taﬁght,hbw to be better_homé.managefs; mére‘know—
ledgeab1e4c0nsgmers, and more activejfamilyvand_coﬁmunity

“members. . R s - S L A R B

In this type of program, teachers take on the role of
educating,the parents.“ Typically,- the teacher comes to the v
QOme’ohce'a week, brings.a,variety of activisies for parents -

. N ' ) . [ . . B . -

and child, discusses and demonstrates theirwﬁse,‘gnd_listens

. 1

‘and responds to pareﬁtél cbncefn;._
4The‘second_type 6f_parent involvement pfogram.descfibéd
by Nedler and MéAfeé)is the school or dentef based program.
"rThis type of pafent invblvemént can také plaée ahywhere ﬁhat:
children go to schédl:l public schools,’dayéafeICehters,
pérént'ééépérative nursery séhools;f‘ |

The major goals of the school based parent involvement. -

pfograms are: f
l.-'teaching parents to understand-aha support their
'childréh}s schéo;; and | ‘ o - | é‘
2. teachingwparents to be better teachers of their -~ |
| own childreh. o B | o ;]
 In”this type of.program, parents mgy pafticipaté in-éctivities
" such as: L | | . o - - : ‘ ‘ 4¢%
1; heing téacher assistants or aides-in the clagsrpom ' o ;J

2. gf ding‘papers




making bulletin boards

fix1ng up* the' playground

5. raising money
‘ o 6. making costumes . .
or just about'anything'within the clagsroom or school‘environ-

@

‘ment.

\

I ~ o . - o
a

T A third type Of parent involyement program is parent
education. Parent education aims at- helping parents-of e§§ly
ichildhood students become better informed about child rearing
and family life. as it affectS'their.child's upbringing.

l.Parent education ‘can take place just about anywhere- public

and private schools, churches, and the college classroom.-

Typically, parent education programs utilize the format

EA

of a group meeting involVing a’ presentation by a speaker or '

~a film, followed by discussions or questions and answers.

Topics may.include such\areas as child growtheand development,
ychild guidance, discipline, home managementrand family life, R |

o . . ) . ) ' : ' ) \
The Bryan Independent .School Districtv Bryan, Texas, has o

implemented a parent involvement program based on the "home-
partnership" model described by Nedler and McAfee (1978)
In addition.torthe model,. a contract between parents and the
- school was added asisuggested'by Godwin (1977) . The‘goals ofin
the program are: o . o |

, l.1 to deyelop actiue cooperation and continuity

between each student s home and his/her classroom. .

2. to prov1de bpportunities for each child to rein-

|

. o |
. - \

|




forcehreading skills at home as well as in the

classroom. ’

- o 3. to enhance each '‘parent's skiils as a teacher of _
his/her child. | \
v ) ' 4, to develop in parents a positive attitude about:

: o, ‘ .
their role-as a teacher of their child, and
5. to improve each student‘s attitude about reading.

o
.

R .The-Primary‘I‘Parent;Invoivement-Program

The Primary I Parent Involvement Program began ag a.pilot |

of.these classes metain.September to discuss.the d1str1ct's

reading curriculumiand to initiate thefparent inVOIVement pro-

7
O

AL

X gram‘ At this time, both teachers and parents s1gned a con-

4

tract. of cooperation.

nBy s1gn1ng this contract; parents agreed to:
_';7 jl'l, listen to their child read 15 minutes three:
days dur1ng each_week. | v
2. read a story a day to'their;child. |
3. read. a book or magazine of their choiCe while
. ‘.: their child reads somethinguof'interest‘three
times a week for)lS minutes. |
4. conduct the activ1t1es sent homelin the “Apple
- o Folders" each week. | * .
on the'same'contract the teachers agreed-to:
1. assist each student in h1s/her acquisition of

read1ng skills through the reading curr1cu1um

study in  three f1rst grade classes. The parents and teachers;




2. send “Apple Folders" home each week

o | o 3. 'respond to parental concerns and questlons that
‘ are delivered by students. =
!

4. - send home supplementary books whlch can ‘be used

durlng.the readlng perlods»at home.

The'Apple-Eolder
At.the end of each week , the;students-took the Apple .
Folder home. These*folders contained’a'sight word:list, -
1ndependent act1v1t1es, and parent d1rected lessons._‘The
slght word llSt conta1ned words that students would encounter
: durlng the follow1ng week or - that they needed to review 1n
| order to master.: Independent act1v1t1es 1ncluded word puz-5
zles, follow1ng d1rectlons sheet and generally fun-type
”act1v1t1es.that-students could do 1nd°pendently.' Parent-
.d1rected lessons 1nc1uded act1v1t1es suggested in the basal
reader wh1ch were' rewr1tten for the parent. (See Appendlx.I)
An example of th1s typ= of act1v1ty,1s: ¢ . '
t ) " :~‘ ‘wAsk your ch11d to think of a teleVmslon star that -
he/she likes. Have h1m/her tell you a story about
" this star. Write hls/her words on a piece of paper
h“ ' as»he/she'speaks. Read the story orally then allow
your Chlld to try to ‘read the story back to you."
Activities_like those mentioned above were accompanied
by a weekly newsletter from'the teacherrthat-informed parents’l
of the skllls and act1v1t1és that the students were engaged

in that week. In. addltlon to this weekly commun1cat10n




) betmeen parents and‘teachers, parents were asked to meet indi- .
vidually witH.the'classroom?teacher>in January to-discuss |
their-child's reading progress. | - |

- .IngMay, parents, teachers, and administrators~met again

in order to evaluate~the progfam. farents mere'generally

favorable.in_theiricomments, They indicated that thgy.enjoyed
participating in'the'program} spent more:time with their:child:
than they normally would.w1thout the structure of the program,
. they stressed that the contract a551sted them in Leing respon-j
L _ - ;J . sible and continuous in their educational 1nteraction with
their Chlld. A major student gain noted by both parents and
1”teachers duiing the first year was ‘that students developed a

v

pos1t1ve attitude toward reading Wthh they related to the

©

~ program.

' Based on this meet*ng, the Bryan schools decided to con-
tinue the Primary I Parent Involvement Program on a voluntary
bas1s during the next year. Twenty of ‘the twenty-five first

' grade teachers part1c1pated At the end of the year, a

: teacher and a parent questionnaire was administered in order

to determine the“program s value and success.

e

Evaluation of the 1979-80 Parent Involvement Program

. Sixteen teachers and 42 parents responded to the ques-
tionnaire (See Appendix II). The results of these=question--

naires are provided below.

The response to the teacher q"estionnaire 1nd1cated ~that

the majority of the teachers felt their relationship ‘with
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’ e T . e e
parents was strengthened through their participation in-the" —

program. Sixty&nine'percent of the,teachers.fe1t7parents had_n

- . . - »

v\-', . a mofe*pOsitive attitude toward the claSsroom; ‘An“almost
,/ 1dent1ca1 percent (66%) felt that the program fac111tated a
/' ' ' pos1t1ve interaction w1th parents. The teachers also. felt

that the program was useful to students in- two ways: the
program "helped the students pr0gress through reading. (63%), |
and aided students in developlng a pos1t1ve att1tude about |
‘readlng (75%) . Seventy-flve percent.of the teachers felt that

the program was worth ‘the time and effort they put 1nto 1t

Parents in respon=° to the parent ﬂuestlonnalre, also 3
;ndlcated that the program had oa pos1t1ve effect upon thelr
‘relationship with the school the1r ablllty to work w1th the1r ;
o0 ch11dren, and thelr chlldren.s ab111ty to perform in school. . ) ‘,
When asked if they enjoyed part1c1pat1ng in the program, 89% }
sa1d that they found tne program eggoyable. Seventy-s1x per- '

cent. of the parents said that they would like to engage 1n

another contractual agreement with the school

: Conclusion S .

o
-

While further study is neededfto show conclus;velf that

X ?
changes in attitudes of parents and teachers are’a result of 24&

LZ] e

the Prlmary I Parent Involvement ‘Program the pre11m1nary data
are encouraglng. These data suggest that teachers are w1111ng
jﬁ to go beyond théfrealm‘of the;r job descrlptlon to gather and d‘
. assimilate materialsiforrthe benefit of their studentsd’prod
gress and that parents-are willing to workfcooperativeiy.with \\ o

———
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the schools in ordetr to help their children. : EE
-In summary this program reveals that parents and teachers
" are capable of successfully becoming partners in the education.
of their children. While an empirical study is warranted, the '
results of the program seem to indicate that parents and
o ’ ) » . . =~ . o
teachers working together can enhance children's attitude. -
- ' ., ) e ) ‘ . o -
toward reading. - S ) - L
&
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APPENDIX II

Teacher Response to Parent Involvement Opinnaire

o

\
- In your opin1on, to what extent has the Parent-Involvement. Drogram been » .
useful in the following areas: K S : '

~a. in the facilitation of positive interactionﬂwith parents.'

VERY USEFUL  SOMEWHAT USEFUL ' NOT USEFUL: - ’
5 ‘4 37 . 2 1 |
13% 533 Co21s 13+ 5 oy \\\\ -
Comments: : B o 2

1. Parents are more informed about‘content.uxﬁmentioned'2xs)

2. Parents have made favorable comments about the program. T
{mentioned 2 xs) , Tl

3. There is more feedback and concern 'from parents, ° ' _ T
4. This is the most important goal.
5. The program provides a_common—ground for working with parents.

6. It is useful when parents look at the letter and activities.

b. in helping parents have a more positive attitude toward the classroom,

o

VERY USEFUL . SOMEWHAT USEFUL NOT USEFUL
5 .4 ‘3 2 1
198 503 . 31s. 0% 0%
- ‘ : o
Comments. ]

1. Parents have a better undetrstanding- of the skllls in the classroom
and- act1v1t1es to work on at home. (mentioned 2xs)

2._'Parents feel 11ke we care ard are: trylng to 1nsp1re the children. =
‘3. Some parents have expressed appreciatlon. 7}’
4. An 1nformed parent is a happy parent. A
25. There were good responses on the parent—evaluatlon sheet

~

c. in he1p1ng students progress through readlng.

VERY USEFUL - SOMEWHAT USEFUL o NOT USEFUL
5 . .4 3, 2. 1 | | -

19t 44% 3 . ev 0%
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" Comments: -

1. 'Parents have not followed through on worklng with chlldren at
home. (. mentioned 2xs)

2. Most students are belng helped and have progressed more than
they did w1thout help.

3. .There has been more: chlld/parent communicatlon and home study.~

4. The program has helped about l/3 ‘cf the part1c1pants._v

d. "in help1ng students develop a pos1t1ve attitude about read1ng.

 VERY USEFUL  SOMEWHAT USEFUL _ NOT USEFUL
S 4 3 2 . '
313 44s - 25% . 0% . o
Comments- ‘ S . . '

l. Chlldren enjoy the actlvltles in the folder.« (mentloned 2xs)

—_

2. Children have exhiblted a more pos1t1ve attltude about school
in gereral. :

3?\»Some _students have not been helped at all.
4. The program helps motivate students to try somethlng new.

5. Students become dlscouraged when parents won 't respond or
throw papers away —-- ”\\\\\\\

—

\
6. ‘Chlldren boast about how much work they do at‘home*\\\

»\\.

Do you feel. that. the time and effort needed to organlze, gather, and
assimulate the materials in the weekly folder, is worth the results? |

Explain. v L
.WORTH IT "~ NOT WORTH IT - DON'T KNOW
75% - 20% I [
- .Comments:.
Worth it:

l..'There has been' imjrovement in some areas.,k(mentioned.3xs)_

2. We modified our program. (mentioned 2xs)¢

vd., If one child has been helped it is worth it.wﬁfmentioned 2xs):

4.’>Yes, now that we cut down our. materials.

5. Yes. However some students who could really beneflt have not
© . 'been 1nvolved at home. o -




Y

The students are motivated.

Yes, once. we have a time saving routine. v

Parents enJoy planned and organlzed materlal.

It helped me. organlze. ) )

Parents are better ‘able to see what problems chlldren have.
It's worth it 1f parents would r'ooperate and use the materials.f

‘It's worth it with our class thi$ year but I don't know about
_next year. . . o T :

vNot Worth 1t-

l.“ Too time consumlng. (mentioned 2xs)

_ : o
2. This year it is not worth it. &‘9 o : w
’ |
|

. 3. We don~t spend enough ‘time on 1mportant th1ngs.'

14
v

. M ’ . N . . . i
Don't Know: e : : _ .
1. I don't know if the results are poS1t1ve. If they are it's
-" worth it. - : ' \ , Lo
3. In your op1n1on, what are some of the pos1t1ve gains attributed to the

program? ‘ : - — : :

PARENT GAINS

1. Parents are more aware of content taught in the classroom. (5xs)

‘2. Better parent-child communlcatlon. *(4xs)

4. A good way for teachers to organlze and share their 1deas. kéxs)
5. Parents appreclate the program. (2xs) ~ _
6. Parents are taught ways that they can help chlldren at home. (sz):

a

TEACHER GAINS

|
3. Parents are enthusiastic about the program. {3xs) : ) :

o~ 1. Better parent-teacher communlcatlon. (7xs)

\\\\\ 2.  Better. communlcatlon between prlmary teachers.» (2xs) . =, 00

. Good way for chlldren to reinforce skills learned in the classroom.




Page 4 - ,

5.

STUDENT GAINS ' _ e e

OTHER

1. Students_are‘enthueiastic’about program. -{3xs)

. 2. Students iearn responsibility. (2xs)
' 3.‘.Students gain a p051t1ve attitude about school in general
4. Every child is included. ?’

5. Chiidren'progress in reading.
6. Students have a better knowledge of_vocabulary words."
7. Children'feei'positiVe about program} -

Ty R

1. Newsletter.l _
“24 Contract\with parents.
If you could change or modify anything about the'program,‘nhat,wonld-it'be?

Comments: . : S o .
1. It needs to be individualized to fit the'olassroom needs. (3xs)-
2. Delete all activities except’ 1etter and word list and ‘an A‘ :
occasional fun sheet. & _
.3.,‘De1ete the contract but have an early parent meeting.
4. More time available for organization of materials. o q'
5. Change way of déing word. list. J
6. I disagree w1th rewarding for bringing the fplder back on Monday.
7. I would like more variety. '
8. Include math activities. ‘
9. Send something home with more reinforcement value.'

"

Would you recommend that this program'be continued next,year? )

- q . . L

94s : 6% '
Comments: - -

1. Yes, with modification to‘fit the nceds of the classrocm. = (2xs)

2. Not w1th this class -but yes, with another class..

_'3u Time is too hard to find., - (No) : ' L \ : SIS

. P Dt - ' ! . .
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Summary : ‘7 S . . - .‘; -~

In general, MOST first grade teachers who responded to the opinion=-
. ' naire,. felt the program was valuable. However, a general response
: indicated that teachers wanted a more individualized approach to -
their folders based on the needs of their classroom.

'(;i?' ".v.".
N

T
. - sglle

PO i Tox provided by ERIC



9. I feel that my child's 'attltudes about readlnng111 be better because I

Page 2 S e I b

6. I feel that the home—school contract is an effective educational_arrangementa

Lo

.

- extremely effective T 62.2%
very effective. - -23.7%
moderately effective S - 7.0% .
. not very effective SR . 4.3%
.. " not at all effective ~ 2.8%

7. Ve are 1ntercsted in engaging in’ contractual arrangements with the school
~ in the future. S '
very interested o 50.8% : .
 interested = .. - 25.1% , e
moderately interested o« 1l4.0% -
"mildly interested. : .- .- " 5.3%

not interested _ 4.8%

— - ) ¥

8. Because I was 1nvolved 1n the program, I worked more w1th my chlld than
I ordinarily would. : . ’ .

‘much more { . 20.1%
more - : . 52.4%
samé amount- S T 25:0%
less g , o . 0 %

10 : “much’ less - . : } 2.5% -

‘e

have worked with hlm/her.

- much better - ‘ 71,4%_‘-
‘ better , I 23.9%
~ the same . 4.7%,
 worse S B
much worse . - o L0 %

I would ke interested in contract programs with the school untll my child is
through this grade.

Grade = - i | Total Number
0 o o ~ 2
. PI | - 7
PII L ' ‘ ‘ .9
PIII S ° T
ath S e -
sth PR 18 .
. 6th . S . L1t

. above - ) _ s 37 ¢

-vi

3




. L . : o ' - vii

PARENT INVOLVEMENT ~ PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE - - ' -

1. ~Overall, I enjoyed participating in thegPrimary I Parent Involvement Program.

: .- very enjoyable h S+ 67.2% _ o X
enjoyable o 0 21.3% . ' T
moderately enjoyablev 9.0% .
marginally enjoyable o - 1.0%
not at all enjoyable : _ 1.5% .

0

~ 2. I have enjoyed the folders that have been sent home\each week.

- very enjoyable pr . - 76.6% \ e
enjoyable : . ©o16.4% -\ R - : v
moderately enjoyable. ; 4.8% - . Wl
marginally enjoyable , 1l.1% . . :

noc at all enjoyable - 1.1% B ' N

o .
v

-, 3. I feel that the folders, evaluation sheets, and letters sent back and
forth between home and school are good ways to communicate together.

excellent communication 82.3%

very good communication = 10.7% ~

'good communication 4.4% '

adequate communication . 2.6% T . .
poor communication ' 0 % i

4. I feel that I was g1ven adequate 1nformat10n in order to do my part in
. the program. ‘ . _ o ‘ .

excellent : . 63.8% .

very good - . 22.4%

. good T - 9.1%

not very good ' ' 3.1% ;

. ‘poor. 1.6%

5. \I feel that a contract with the schonl to better teach my ch11d to read

., ° can be effective. - : v _
‘ extremely effective = 56.6%
5 ~very effective +25.9%
v " moderately effective 10.4%
not ‘very effective S 4.4
; : not at all effestive 2.7%

L] . u




S

. P ) . ..

I would be 1nterested-1n part1c1pat1ng in contracts in othér areas _of the

curr1cu1 A - - 4 . e
gm S ' )

Subject - . | . motal Number - ~
' Math : .7 109 - L
- 8cience S _ .65 .
—  Writing L I : 78 ) :
Social Studies ) e 79 : °

- o v Art : ] CV s

a*, ° - B : B . ) ‘ ¢ . *

(More than one anhswer could be marked.) . o
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