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ABSTRACT : S A _ : ,
. The Kalamazoo College Foreign Study Program has been
in operation since 1958 and continues to enroll 85% of its students
for one, two, or three quarters. The program offers a wide variety o
_ options in Europe, Latin.America, and Africa. Administrative .

‘arrangements and supervision of the programs are done by the two
directors of the program at Kalamazoo; local personnel are used
‘abroad. Unlike many other programs, this one is endowed.  This
~ endowment makes. it affordable for -the.college as well as for  the
_ students. The impact of the program can be seen in the curricular and
extra-curricular activity at the college. For example, an. on-campus
African Studies program has been established whose presentations and:
‘programs attract a following both on and off campus. In addition to
.____.-this program, a concentration in international commerce has been
introduced, foreign language houses have been established, and-a -
faculty member has been appointed to coordimate efforts to o
internationalize the campus. In the’ future, the benefits for such
programs will not decrease, but the world economic siutation, the
cost of education abroad, poor language prepatation of students, and
rising enrollments in foreign universities will all affect language -
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;several more—weeks traveling independently All participants were supported

- Kalamazoo undergraduatebeducation a period of foreign ‘'study for-as,many‘students .

'oWn,-and 2)- to participate in an academic experience whlch is both roughly

‘- comparable in quality to the work dene on campus and,.at.the_same time, enhanced

- a total of approximately l90) entered the new Foreign Study Program on a. pilot -

basis. Students studied in two centers in Germany and France, in one in South
“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS - U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

* MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY =~ - ' : _ NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

\jag k Fi‘_’gd_c . . .‘ _. .‘ v 2 .ﬂ This document’ has been rep}oduc.ed.as

The Kalamazoo College Foreign Study Program' ‘The'Present and the'future;
Joe k. FanTe |
Organized foreign study for Kalamazoo Collegejundergraduates began‘in
1958 with‘the inauguration of non-credit summer academic programs in three
ﬁuropean centers, (Caen, France',Bonn, Germany; Madrid -8pain). Outstanding
underclassmen, selected partly on the basis of language aptitude and training
w1thout regard for academic major or class were sent abroad ko spend approxi;ate—

ly nine weeks in one of the three centers living with families and studying

the language, geography, history, literature, and art of the host country, and

financially by the S.R. nght Trust fund wh1ch provided scholarship aid
Encouraged by the success of the summer program which continued through

1962, the College arranged its.new calendar,to'provide as an integral part of

as desire and are qualified for suchra.program; A:yariety of progpam‘optionsi
were designed’to serve the varied_needs and abilitiesaokaalamazoo students..
Although the different programs make differentrkinds°of linguistic and othert
demands on the students, all have been designed to. prov1de partlcipants with

the opportunity 1) to become acquainted in some depth with a culture (usually

includ1ng language), a people, and an educational system different from their

by the environment in which it takes place.
In l961 a new calendar, the so—called Kalamazoo plan, was inaugurated on

campus.' ‘In September, 1962, 80 selected mesibers of the Junior class (out of -
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L America, and in one in West Africa  In addition, a few individuals were

LS

‘in the program.

located in Turkey and in England A‘oneﬁquarter pilotvgroupfalso studied in °

‘ Minster, Germany, during the spring of 1963. A successful experience with -

these pildt'groups'led to furthér expansion. Arrangements were made to o

* accommodate during the next fall (1963) all qualified_members of the class

of 1965 who wanted to participate, and approximately 86/ of that class did

:participate during the academic year 1963-64 " Two new centers were opened:

that year and 'individual students studied.in a‘varietylof_locations attached

" to other recognized foreign study programs. Since then additional new programs{"'

have been opened_andbapproximately 852 of each subsequent class‘has participated.
Though participation in foreign study is nOt_mandatory, it is regarded

as an-integral part of KalamaZoo College undergraduate education and one of

~ the distinguishing features of the Kalamazoo plan. Foreign study‘at Kalamazoo-

e

has three features which distinguish it.from similar programs at other
institutions. - 1) The exterd of participation ofbKaiamaaoo College graduates.

Since the academicfyear 1963-64 approximately 85% of each subsequent graduating

f,,class.hasfparticipated in the program. 2) The’wide‘variety of<program options, -

both in regard to location, duration, and place in the studentsfaCademic scheduleQJQ‘

.,In a. typical year Kalamazoo students study in programs ‘in some 20-30 individual

L8

1ocations the world over, Options are available for one, two, and threewquarterv

programs with a‘breakdown of approximateiy-2/3 in tmo quarter'progums ,'302: -

cin . one—quarter programs, and the small remainder in three quarter options.

Students may choose to go abroad in the fall and winter or the spring of their

~Junior year, in the spring quarter of their sophomore year, or in special

»

cases even during the.senior-year, 3) Degree of financial support. The




" Kalamazoo College Foreign Studyﬁprogram is endomed, which makes it possible

for financial aid fér Studentslto continue during the time the student'spends
overseas. In addition, income from the endowmentvprovides'financial support
for administrative costs, and gives the program a sound financial'hasis,‘all of
‘which helps to keep down the costs to the participants. It is obvious that:all
of these features are in some ways interlinked; because-there are a varietylof:
options and sound financial support for the program, students’ find it attraetive -
and participate in large numbers. Indeed every survey in the.last two decades
has 1ndicated that the attraction of the Fore;gn Study Program is one of - the R
main reasons why the students come to Kalamazoo College.
Kalamazoo Céllege has long subscribed.to and supported the notion that'one
of the goals of studying abroad should be to 1ntegrate as fully as possible thel -
student both academically and personally to the life of the host country To
this end Kalamazoo College has attempted wherever possible, to attach students
to foreign universitles and to enroﬂ.them in ongoing courses at these institutions.
Only in those cases where'linguistic.preparation'or‘other,considerations beyond
the control of,an.Americanlinstitution haVe made this impossihle_has Kalamazoo
College set up special programs for its students or placed them'in programs '
that are not integrated into institutions of higher learning abroad. ‘ All
\Kalamazoo College programs abroad make use of local personnel There are.no
American program directors, nor do.Kalamazoo College faculty regularly accompany
groups of students ‘abroad. All admin1strative arrangements, including direct
: contacts and supervislon of thie programs abroad, are made by the director and
assistant director Bf Foreign Study at Kalamazoo College Th1s form ofvdirect

superv1sion requires frequent travel on tﬁé part of the program adminlstrators,

' who'make'from betmeen-three;to five.trips abroad”a year. Such an administrative’
' arrangement is_very‘cost effective and provides for the continuity much needed

in foreign study programs.'




.universities in Black Africa. As far as we are able.to ascertain, Kalamazoo

Afparticuiar programati:feature'of the Kalamazoo program for»over'tmot

decades has been the relationship of Kalamazoo College with a number of

College wasethe first American institution of higher learning to send its
studentslfor study to African universities on afregular.basis. At one timeT
or another, Kalamazoo College students. have stud1ed at eight different Anglophone
and Francoph

‘rican an versities In this connection Kalamazoo Cellege has acted as an.
agent/college for the Great Lakes Colleges Association and has regularly
accepted students from these institutions, as well as other institutions (a

total of 102), for participation in its programs in Africa.

- The 1mpact of the Foreign Study Program at Kalamazoo College can be seen“

: _'in virtually.every aspect of-the curricular andlextra—curricular activitynat

*

the institution. The positive effect it Zps had upon.the institution and its

'community'exceeded even the furthe;st expectations. of it’s originators.' Since

~e

a detailed‘account of the results of this program exceed the scope of this

presentation, ‘a few examples will suffice to illustrate some of the prominentv.

'payoffs The Foreign Study emphasis in Africa has led .to the establishment '

of an on—campus African Studies Program which in additlon to appropriate courses

in g variety of areas features a series of lectures, films, and other AfricabV’
§ : A o e D
related events on a twice a week basis for 'the entire ten weeks of the summer

£

_ quarter. These events not only attract a loyal following from on—campus, but

also from the community at~large. "The foreign 1anguage programs have proflted

\\

, tremendously from the faet that not’ only do foreign language major;study abroad
lbut also’ students from every other discipline, including.the natural.sciences.
'The advanced literature classes, all taught in the fore1gn language have size—

"able enrollments which also include non—language maJors _Forelgn'language films"

and lectures in foreign languages draw large audiences who are without difficulty

- - 3 . . AN @
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able to'understand the filmvdialog‘orvthe_speaker. As ahresult'of'the
onreign»Study Program the concentration in international'commerce, which alsob
requires a high.level of competence in at least one language, has been»initiated
'by.the hConomics bepartment,. TWo;foreign11anguage_houses, one'for Gefman and
-one for French, are‘currently operating. Use of_the.foreign language is‘mandatofy.df
in all public areas of the houses. The popularity.of these amoﬁg~¢aiors and .
non—majors alike is.so greatjthat therebare currently waiting lists for.entranCe ) =
into the houses; The faculty as a whole has recognized the importance of the =
_Foreign Study Program by giving its approval to a p1an to internationalize the

' on-campus curriculum in every<way possible To this end one faculty member has

been granted released time from his teaching responsibilitles in order to coordinate

these~efforts. Last and certainly but not 1east the effect wh1ch ‘the program

’L‘iu

has had upon the personal and profe5sional development of countless Kalamazoo : N
© 5

. Colleg\ graduates can hardly be overemphasized Many Kalamazoo College grﬁduates

have made career or personal decisions ‘which are. directly related to the ex— QL

T periences-and/or contacts which they made while studying abroad. J

N ot

e UL
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Desplte the well known -economic problems facing all of American hlgher~ s

e i Y A T

.,education, interest in the .study abroad program at Kalamazoo has remalned high.

There has thus far been no decline in the overall participationa~ Some~shifts

B U e - e e e

‘1n interest from one area to’ another are of course inevitable and- nothfng‘ou, ’“'f‘“;
of the ordinary" The political situaélon in some developing countries and program »;
costs in some areas influence‘the students choice from the available optlons. r
If the economic squeeze’ continues, students_are 1lke1y to.prefer a shorter rather-
than a 1onger period abroad. v. e | -

. Attemptlng to predict the trends of the future for foreign study programs

iS‘aS essential and hazardous'as it is for higher education-as a whole. Without

fany rank order, I want to attempt to identify' some of the areas that are going

to -a.ffe;:t StUdy abroad in ‘the futUIE. :, i e [, i b ,. ..W_‘
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~4ifl‘ For want of;a betterbvord;.i,refer tohthis'issue,asitransfer of; '
_credits, For most Americansvto be ableito'afford.studying'abroad,fit mustihe-
possihle for thefacademic mork done while abroad to be'recognized.on'the home
campus.. Because of.the'decline of:enrollments in the U;S.-and financial'squeehe-
which the entire economic situation is exerting upon highereﬂucation; institotions"

are becoming increasingly'reloctant to grant credit to their.students:for wofk_'
done'elsewhere. Manv institutions haVe already setba quota 1imitingvthe.number'
of students that may at any one time be away from campus participating infoff-
campus options. Others have instituted financial penalties such as requiring
the.payment of‘on—campus'feesvwhile the student israway fromvthe campus.in order‘~h
to compensate for.the student's‘absence, These and other'such,policies aimedf
%at keeping the'stndent and his moneyfare bound to’reduce the‘attractivenessyof~'
foreign studvffor many students. - | |

?; The cost of a year abroad iﬁ,goﬁe 1ocations'now.enceedsithefcost for

'A year in'a'relatively expensive American'insitution.v The most.dramatic‘example;
of this is.in the United:Kingdom, where the governmentvmandated increases in
tuition, combined with high,cost'of 1ivingf haVe priced studyAin the U.K.

out of the‘market foramany Americans. Indeed;?almost‘allvBritish institutions -
”.ofbhigher 1eajningihave registeredha decline in the number of Americans attend-
ing their institutions since théAinception.of these'poiicies. ’American.programs/.ﬁ
have 1ongvbenefitted from the totai iack of or“minimal'thition fees ahroad;' A

numbervof.countries are currently reassessing this~policy and may soon institute

RS
\ 1)

Ifees for'their'own'students'as well as others. Slnce the cost of 1iving in '
o a number of these areas tends to be relatively expensive, dramatic increases

in the cost of the academ1c program would most.certainly have a negative effect ) _“
on their attract1veness. In addition, one must not forget that in many areas'

v

"1nf1ation has tended to be higher -than in the U. S .For the‘last severalvyears_f

- . . . . . : . T . -
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this has been compensated for.by'a very strong dollar,.but should the dollar;
decline to the levels it had reached several years ago, most foreign study |
fprograms would be obliged to increase their fees dramatihally
_h 3. ~Preparation of students. If the object. is to integrate the American -

student into a forelga university, then the student must meet the general
.~.requirements and possess sufficient fluency in the host country s language to. ST
' be able to study at a university* "The seemingly continuous decline in level

and proficiency of foreign language- competence in American institutions is bound

to have-an affect on the so—called integrated foreign study programs _AThei i

lternatives ta integrating the students into a foreign institution are of
~course to set up one's own programs wh1ch are not only more costly but also

raise a number of.philosophicalfand.educational;questions. |

4; For‘some time'theremhas been the strong conviction that Americand:

institutions need to expand their links with univers1t1es in the Third World

‘Such arrangements are however expensive and time and energy consuming from an
administrative standpoint. Moreover Third World uniVersities are. under terrific l
. pressures from their own. nationals for spaces in the universities, further '
complicating efforts to place American_undergraduatesrdirectly in these in—
.stitutions; Selection and preparation of students going to these areas must
‘be undertaken with great care if the’students are going to}be able to cope with

the personal and academic demands,made-upon them after their arrival_abroad.

And finally, language preparation here too is an issue,isince instruction in

many of these univers1t1es is in a language other than .English.

5. While in the U.S. most institutions are noting a decline in the

number of students enrolled!-the general tendency overseas is.directly~opposite:
at a time of declining resources, enrollments are increasing Th1s is likely

to be the_case'for at least the next decade This means that increasingly places

£

@
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in‘all overseas ‘institutions for Americans are going to. be at a premium,

oo

Numerus clausus-(limited or closed enrollment) is. already.in effect in a.

umber of disciplines in continental universities a trend that will both .
' continue and expand. . American programs and American students must be aware
of theSe'developments and take them seriously.
Taken together all of the polnts which I have listed would seem to
.. . . - indicate that I feel that the next decade for study abroad programs is likely -
to be a difficult one. It does seem to me that the world wide economic situa—'
tion and the effects which this has upon education the world over are going
- to bring about a general period of holding the 1ine and retrenchment rather
" than rapidrexpans1on. I certainly do not mean to suggest that T believe that
there is no longer a place for study abroad programsfor that'their importance )
for higher education in the U. S has in any way declined ‘Indeed, .the world
polltical situation cr1esrout9for an expansion of these opportunities so that . .
more of our‘young people can have‘the advantages of being exposed to a different.;”‘.
culture,.language;'political‘andieducational system. While there may be many
. . . o3 e

dark spots on the horizom,. it is also important to recall the rays of lﬁght.°

Who would have imagined a few years ago that we now could send so manyistudents r

to study in the Peopleb Republic of China?> We need to ask ourselves iéfthere
. are not other opportunities that.we have overlooked that could and'should be
puISued andideveloped While I am basically optimistic'about the'future:and am

| firmly conv1nced that. well-managed and imaginative foreign study prograIs will ;

continue to operate W1th success I believe we must ever be sensitive t «the

"changes that are occurr1ng both at home and aborad and be foresighted and

-

"imaginative enough- to adapt our. programs to the currents of. the tlme. Thls does )

not mean that we will ‘dilute the quality or ‘confuse organized tourism,with

v study abroad.‘_It does mean that werwill constantly be reasseSSing what we are.
N o IR




doing fo see if it cannot be done béttef;'thatrﬁgrwill be alert and opeﬁ t6>~
'néw opportunities'ﬁét.yet exploited, and that-ﬁé wili Be sensitivé to the  
eduéaﬁional, politiéal.and.éconmeC‘trends~iﬁ,dur hgét';éﬁntrieé éﬁd ét;thé
institutions wﬁich rece;ve our students. Wifh thegg”thiﬁgs in mind,.i.,‘v
"believe we can approach the next years, with avceftéin degfee oﬁ oﬁtimism
iaﬁd'with a élan to meet at the annual convention teni yeafé_hencevan& asses$

. the developments of the past and project those of_the‘future.

Joe;K; Fugate ,
L : _ : , Kalamazgo College . :
12/82 : S . - .. . Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007




