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‘ ‘ “Over the past ten years, ethnicity has reemerf;ed asa
topic of considerable interest in the United. States and it appears to be
accompaniéd by an éthaic revitalization on the part of many third, fourth-
-, and fifth generation descendents of former ethnic minorities. Given this
. interestin ethnicity and the variety of works appearing in the field, a study of
one of these,previously neglected ethnic groups' seems not only appropriate
butlong overdue. From nine small islands in the Atlantic Ocean, the Azores,
came a group of immigrants who made little recognized contributions to this
+ country. Their story is unique, in the sense that the experience of everyone
* of the millions of immigrants who came to America was unique. Theyallleft -
behind their familiesiand friends, a familiar.way of life, a sense of belong}n‘g,
;ijrr‘d set out for a strange gew land where t\he Ianguage was foreign and the
customsunfamiliar. Although many ethnic groups shared these experiences,

for the individuals involved it was a personal experiencesind those memories :
remained with'them for the rest of their lives. o

-

¥

R While most of the larget ethnic groups in the United "
, States have been studied, some ofcthem repeatedly, and theit story appro-
priately recorded; the Azoreans have been the subject of only a few localized
reports — most of which were either generalized and errorieous or ended up
as an academic exércise to_be shelved and forgotten in some university

' Tamousing George DeVos' defimtion of an ethnic grogp —
peoplewho hold in common a set of traditions not shared by the
contact™. In George DeVos, “Ethgjc Pluralism Confhet and
Identty - Cultural Contimures and Chan

“A self-perceived group of .
others with whom they aré in *
Accommodation™. In Ethn;,

gé Edited by George DeVos and Lola quanucci-Ros .

L.

Palo Alto: Mayfield. 1975 P 9
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Jibrary. The cumcmpomr\ descendents of thuse early immigrants who seek

.

role of familial ties in influencing settlement

to learn “their story™ long aftey their grandparents. and occastonally even
their parents have died. discover that it is a difficult msk at bcsl Yet, there
Aared numb;r of characteristics of the Azorean migrdtion that merit further
potudy and’ rc\.ubnm . the migration experignee itself, which en\.qmpassed
three dfstinct stages, 1800— 1870, 1870— 192, and 1957 to the present, the
ocativn and vccupation of the
mmigrants. the roles of the immigrants and their descendents, in the niew
society. the retention of the religious celebration and its symbolic and
pragniatic functions for the group. and the unusual dmnbuuon pattern of

Azoreans within the United States. ‘

No single discipline provides an adequate framework
forsucha 5tud\ Rather. the div ergentinformation un thesubject suggests the

. need for a multi-disciplinary approach centered on a particular theme. The

e

W -

social suen\.cs pruvide the methodology. the subject matter furnishes a
universal theme — the migration experience. Every migration is gt once a
beginning and an end for the individuals involved. 1t is a first step in the
direction of a futuré eaistence which. in most cases. differs radically from the
Jpresent.‘Certainly for the Azoreans, migration broué,ht an abrupt end to a
way of life that had changed little in the past century. The stability imparted
from livi ing in the same village where.gne’s parents and their parents before

them had lived was left behind in the sc¢n.h fgr an unknown replacement.
v [

The mlgrauon of an individual or a group of indivi-
duals involves much mure than just the physical r-elu\.ath)n from one place o
another. If one accepts the 1deda that " migrauon 1s &,c.m.ratc.d by sigmficant
differences between une area and another”, * then it is necessary tu understand
what conditions were like at the time of the migration inboth the sending and
receiving areas. Every migration has vne or more general causes that serve
W cmBhasizc the difference between the ‘homeland and the country of
reception. They may be pulm\.al econoniic, sucidl, rchbmus’ technological

vr sume cumbination of these, but they are suffn.n.ml) strung to convince the

emigrant that there is at least & chance that life is better elsew here. Even 50,

J
each migrant sees the situation through his, or her, own partn.ular perspective

ERI
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and develops individual reasons for leaving the name land.

The mlgratmn of people frOm atraditiorial homeland
to anew locationis une of the central themes in the history of mankind. Fror))

Kingatey. Davis, The Migrations of Human Populations

Sept. 1974 < : ‘. \
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INTRODUCTION . xv

some obscure and. as yet, not completely documented origin, human beings
gradually spread over the facé of the earth long before the arrival of the first
sailing ships we associate with the discovery of the'New World. Although
pur knowledge of these earlier migrations is often fr_agmen(tary, and in many
instances non-existent. one irrefutable fact remains - when Ferdinand
Magellan cifcumnavigated the.globe for the first time in 1519— 22, the entire
world. with the exception of Antartica. was already inhabited by human
beings. Migration then is neither a recent nor a unique phenomenon in
human existence but, rather, a universal solution by which individuals and _
groups cope with pl’oblems that periodically become too great to withstand,
To forsake a known envi ro_nn’1er.1t in which the individual and group have
evolved a successful survivai strategy, however difficult it might be, for an
unknown and frequently unfamiliar habitat is not a risk lightly undertaken.
The motivatjon for such action, while varied, is of necessity severe; otherwise
cultural inertia would prevail againstrelocation. o ’

)

Although the existence of significant differences
between ore area and another are at the heart of all migrations, the overt

stimuli for specific migrations differ from place to place and timé to time.

They can, however, be grouped into two rather broad and general cafegories:

1) those resulting from natural causes ové{ which individuals have little
control; and '2) those resulting from man-indgéed causes. The former
include a seties of natural disasters which result, in the final analysis. in a
shortage of foodstuffsandthe creation of a hostile environment. Amongthese

" are such things as substantial and prolonged variations'in seasonal norms

manifested through devastating droughts or severe flooding: cataclysmic

eventsassociated with volcanic or seismic activify; and biological or botanical

manifestations which severely reduce either the local animal or plant

population upon which the human population is dependeiyt. The need 7 4
'secure adequate foodsmffs in light of such natural disasters traditionally
. rgsulted in the decision to move'elsewhere,

Man-inducedllcauses for migration are legion and
include all of the social, political and economic manipulations common tg
our species. The breakdown of social interaction between two societies,
which results in open warfare, is infamous as a cause of migration. Some
”leave to avoid having to fight a war; others to egcape the ravages of conflict;
and still others are forceably relocated by the victors. Economic conditions,
although not so dramatic as war, can be equally desttuctive and repressive.
A land tenure system where ownership is vested in the hands of a few and
the rewards of hard labor are meager and sometimes .non-existent offen

-




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

7

wi AND YET THEY COME

4

makes far off lands seem more attractive. Degradation of the environment,
<ither through wanton exploitation orinan dattempt to providefor a L growing
pupulation, has frequently resulted in the inability uf a4 particular environment
1o sustdin a given number of people. and. again the only vjable solution 1s to
reduce the numbers dependent upon the land by mxbmuon Also, ofwursc
note must be made,of the individual who possessgs ‘that insatiablé desire to - »
know what is on the'other side of yonder mountain TANEE OF ACTYSS SOME
body of water. While satisfying that individual desire does not make for
migration on a large scale, the stories such proneets tell when they retyrn of
the lands of "milk and honey™, of a paradise waiting to be cluimed, have
certainly encouraged people to migrate indearch.of a better life. The lives of
the inhabitants of the Azores Islanids have been dotched at one time or
another, By a variety of natural and man-induced disasters and, like their
counterparts the world vyer. many have responded by m:lumb relief inanew
homeland. ‘ '

Once emigration is perceived as the best solution to”

a particular set of events. the problems of implementation anse. First, and
fogemiost, is the decision of which country” seems to,provide the, best
opportinities and is willing to d\.\.cpt the individuals, Both of these condiyons
underwent \.onmiuablc fluctuatidn in the mneteenth and especially the
thenticth centuries. In most cases the future emigrants have to make their
decisions about where to go on the basis of very limited mﬁ)rm‘mun word of
mouth from individuals who have previously been in another country:
letters from members of the immediate or extended family who haye already
relocated. pits of information in the local newspaper. andl, ‘l\lygrtlsenlcnl.; ,
extolling the opportumitics in a particular country, provided of course, by
trahsportation wmpa’ﬂles cager to sgll a passage. Artanging payment for
that passage fm.qugnlly involved a number of secondary decisions. Opuons .
that were open to early immigrants, such as working as a ship’y hand to pay
for the passage. were no lunger a pusmbllll\ when the nufiibers of immigrants
increased ten- fuld orF. more ty pically. a hundred-fold. Instead. it was often s
necessary to borrow the passage moncy with the understanding that it
would be fepaid after a job was securedgn the new country. No one will ever
know hu\u many homes and farmsteads were used as collateral so thata son,
husbdnd or daughter might make that initial journey. o

That journey, motivated by a specific set of causes”
and undertaken after mdn) deliberations andmuch soul smrchmb. wds 4
persunaland unigae experience. Taken \.L)”u.(l\d) however. the effects of
this mlbratmn were fung range, widespread and fur r«.dghmg The dt.pdrmrc

“
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of thousands of emigrants from thelr homeland provided at least ¢ temporary

relief from too many people trying to ehe vut o living on too little land. In
some cases, entire villages were depopulated and what had once been the
" case of an over dbundans.c of labor became mnstead a shortage. Anextensive
system of agriculture utlhzm5 more land but less labor took the place of the |
intensive agriculture formerly rcqulrcd tu support 4 dense population on a
llmm.d amount of land. No longer living in the village of therr birth and able
w provide direct support to their elderly parents, man\ immigrants mstcad
sent money and material goods from their new homes as surrogates for,
themselves. When, as uccastonally happened. former emigrants returned to
retire in therr native land. or more & pically. to enjoy an extended visit with,
. loved oné¥ left behind. they brought with them a new perspective on their
former homeland and experiences about néw ways of doing things which
they were eager to share. . “

-

The arrival of thousands of immigrants from the
Azores Islands left an egually discernible imprint upon their new homeland.
The subsequent uneven pattern Of distribution frequently resulted in large
concentrations uf pourly edfcated. Portuguese speaking newcomers in wh.u
could unly be described as ghettos. Afthough the living conditions g smduall\
. lmpro\'i.d the inhabitants of several of these early urban concentrations
.u.qumd a particular niche in the urban economy which has continued to
attract and hold subsequent migrdnts until the present. in addition, o
substantial number drew upon their CXPETICNCEes as intens¥e cultiv ators m
their native land and were instrumental i introducing new agocultural
practices tu a farming country. Still others utilized their lfnowlcdgc of the
seas in Jeveloping a livelihood and making a contrnibution. A dniversal
. aspectof the Azotean immigrants, sherever located m the United States. is
_the strong bond with the Catholic Church and the-antroduction of the
n.hl,mus celebrations so charactenistic of their homeland. The existence uf @
Portuguese Hall and a religious a.c.lc.bmlmn ontinues to be the most obvious
indicator of their presence in a community!

NN

. For the last one hundred and fifty years. then. these
former residents of mne small Atlantic 1slands have been making theinway
t the Unmited States and now, jncreasingly. to Canada. Their numbers
fluctuate in response to \.undldﬁs mn both their old homeland and the new.
They continue to come. however. and their coming has had a substantial
impact on life in the Azores Islands and in tﬁu areas whete they bavc setthed

i Amenca. To appreaiate the effects of this MUAtIoN. it 15 NELessary to start
even before these first indisiduals made their long jousney and carefully
trace the chain of events from that time to the present. y

B
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B ‘ Chapter I

i 1 : . The Whaler: 7\\ -
'~ ASlow Boat to America .

' No one sat down with pen in hand and noted the date
when the first individual left the Azores for "America”; ot if there was such
an account, it did. not survive. It is probably just as well since many of the
early departees left clandestinely and preferred that their leaving not be
noted. Ttis clear. though that the first significant migration from the Azores
to the United States, its territories and future constitutent parts occurred
during the 1800 — 1870 period. The impetus for the initial departures was as
much the “pull” from America. in the form of jobson whaling ships that were
plymg their trade in Azorean waters., as it was the "push” from a very
\‘,radmonal society isolated on nine small islands with little ia the way of
* opportunity to offer the young inhabitants. Although the California g gold,
rush and other attractions occurred during this .period. the New England
‘whalers were the dominant influence jn prowdmg, 3 the imitial jobs. transpor-
tation. and future areas of settlement ip-America. '

In the-last half of the 20th century “whaling™ has
become a dirty word in the United Stat€s — an unlawful and despicable
occupatiorythat many would like to see banned worldwide. Such, however,

¢ wasnot always the case in this country. A great deal can and should be said

: about’the accomplishments of the whalers who, for sume thtee hundred

” years, made ﬂgmflcant contributions to the Ameriean colomes and subse-
quently, United States.

- The occasionalkilling of whales{hat swam along the
‘coastline was already a well estabhshed prauue among the indigenous ;
population when the first European colonist arrived to settle in the New .
England colénies. The new arrivals were quick to follow the example of the

Q ‘ ,
- ’ . 1(‘_
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- .
natives and. insome cases, exen copied their huntmue»hmqucs Throug,hout
* the 1"thcentury shore whaling was sporadudlly carried on along the seabyard
of the New York and New England colonies. Shore whalers lived along the
coast and towed the captured whales to shore for prou:ssmb Most of the
" observation for whales took place from an elevated shore tookout which
commanded a good view of the sea. When a whale spout was sighted, the
crews were alerted, the boats launched and the hunt beg,an Dead whales
were tawed ashore where their blubber was removed, cut into small | pieces
and rendered in a process cdlled “trying out™. In good weather some shore
whalerssailed along the coast, in sight of land, in search of whales w hich they
theh"brought to the try pots on shore.' The success of the various shore
whaling companies was primarily dependent upon the number of whales that
4. chanced to swim close enough to shore to pe vbserved and thep_ pursued.

Early in the 18th century ships wefe outfitted for

-

short voyages to search for whales away from the shoreline. Two desirable

characteristics of the sperm whale becamg apparent about this time making
this species the preferred target of these whalers. Sperm whales have alarge

solid used in making ointments and candles, and oil — the finest oil from
whales. In addition to being sought for the superior quality of their vil, the
bodies of dead sperm whales float and are thus less likely to be lost after they
arekilled than are the tarcasses of other species of whales. On these early
cruises, ‘which lasted upk six weeks," the blubber was removed from. the

whale and stored in barrels aboard shxp until the \essel returned to shore .

where the trying-out took place. The size of w haling ships gradually eredsed
"but the continued necessity of returning. to port to render the volummous

blubber intq oil sérved as the ulum@te constraint tu saxlmg, range and timeat -

sea’ Thisrestriction eventuajly prompted a major te«.hnolog,ual innovation-
among the whalers. - the construcfion of a spéual area where the. try pots
could be housed on board and the trying-out completed at sea.. Shlp re-
cords-ndicate that some \essels were-equipped with try works as early.as
i762.” With the last major Lonstramt lifted, whaling vessels sailed widely over
the Atlanm Ocean in pursuit of their quarry during the last third of the 18th
century ~ from the Vorth Atlanm in the summer to the South Atlantic i in
. winter. L - ' . '

"Alexander Starbuck. Histors of the American Whale Fishen From Its Earliest Incepuon 1o
the Year 1876, New York. I9(>8 Pp. 1--20, , n
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| THE WHALER: A SLOWBOAT TOAMERICA ~ * © 3!
JIn 1775, on the eve of the American Revolution, 304-.
vessels with a total of 4 059 seamen were employed in whaling — and most of
* those were out of Massachusetts.' Massachusetts dominated the whaling
industry among the ¢olonies from the beginning with the early centers of
Nafitacket and Cape Cod gradually being supplanted by New Bedford in the
late 1700s — to the extent that New Befford became the center of whaling in
America during the 19th centu?y\ The losses suffered by the whalers and
whaling ports were substantial durmg the Revolutionary War, as they were
later during the War of 1812and the Civil War.of the 1860s, hut, each ume the
industry rebounded after the cessation of Rostilitids, < =<,  -x: -in. R R R

In 1787 the first whalers sailed inta the Pacific Ocean
and returped with reports of unlimited whaling.' The fleet continued to
expand to work the tradméﬁal whaling grounds in ‘the Atlantic ,and'to

3 explore the seemmgly endless possibllities in the Pacific. By the early part of-
the 19th century it became increasingly difficult to find enough crewmen ta .

" man the growing whaling fleet. Iustead of receiving a set wage;iheema{ =
the whaler participated i in a form of profit sharing called the lay system; it, -
minimized the ship’s expenses and momated the crew to spot -and hill-every
whale possible. When a ship returned from a cruise, the whale products were
sold at the going rate and the expenses incurred in outfitting the ship were
deducted, as were the owners' share of the profits. The remainder was -
dwnded among the crew based on their relative i importance o the whaling
operatjon as indicated by the pay they agreed to when they signed on the

. voyage — the captdin and officers of the crew receiyed the largest shares and
the common sailors the smalfest. Any supplies that a crewman, needed while .

at sea were provided from the ship's stores and charged against the individual's .

share While the lay system proved to bgpquite lucrative for the owners of-the

) ships and usually rewarding for the officers and primary crew members, the

*common sailor frequently had little to show at the conclusion of a lengthy ~

voyagé. The Revolutionary, War had extracted a heavy toll on the whaling
industry, buf by the early 1800s shipping out on a 'whaler did not offer the

~ same attraction that it had a half century earlier. Given the existence of the
lay system, the rewards from whaling for a common sailor were not nearly so .
certain as the hardshlps of a len thy voyage. Other opportunities on the~ .
expandmg western fronuer seeme%more attractive to ‘many young men. It

-

-

2 Charles Scammon, The Marine Mammals nf the North-W eslerx‘(;asl of North Amenqa.
'Sanll‘mncnsco 1874, P. 209 - Lo,
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soon, became cqmmon practice to obtain Anmiericans for the ships’ princrpgi
officers and sign ori the remainder of the crew wherever they could be found.
Oneplace where they were easily recruited was a small g groyp of islands in
the Atlantic known, as the Azorés or Western Islands. The waters in the__
vicinity of the islands were a feeding ground for sperm whales and the New
~ Englanders had become well acquainted with the rsldnds in their pursuit of
these whales ' -

1

' .

i ‘Nhat beg,an as a small number of Azoreans shipping °
as crewmen on the whalers ifi the 18205 rapidly increased as the whaling fleet
continued to expand in the 1840s and '50s and living conditions in the

" ‘islands deteriorated. In the novel, Moby Dick ,w hich the author based on his
experience as " crewman on whalrng vessels in 1841 and 1842, Herman
Melville mdrcated that less than half of the seamen employed in the American
whale frshen were Americaris; they eonst:tuted virtually all of the offn.ers,

~ bat mdst of the crewmen were recruited elsewhere. ,

: .o ¢

' No small number of these whaling seamen belong to
) “the. Azores, where the outwatd bound Nantucket
SRR . whalers frequently touch.to aughent their crews
Z . ‘ -, from the hardy peasants of those rocky shores.* +

RN

O

< " TFhe'life of a seaman on an American whalrng vessel .
w,xth tts‘deprnatrons‘ lengthy voyages and frequently meaber rewards was
certamly no easier for the Azoreans than it had been for the ‘American.
sailors, Yet, the) srg,ned on'in inéreasing numbers and proved ‘themselyes SO—=-p

-well that. they were oo "suught. aﬁer’by thema&te(xfgr theu, darrng pursurt_,_
“of the fish, as well as for their quigt behavjor on board™ Such acCounts .
rev eal agreatdeal about the nature of the people who mhabrted theseralands,
_‘but théy also rndreate that conditions there must hawe been \ery austere for
*s0 many young men“tg abandon their homeland for a life on boatd an

¢ American whaler N s -

\ The Azores lie between '360 55 and 39° 4% north
latignde and ""o and 31, 30" west longitude and are the only island chain in
the mrd -Atlantic. Some. "~600 miles east of Massachusetts, 700 miles off the’
coast of Portugil and 750 miles from Africa, they were ideally situated as a
stopprng point for’ outward -bound ‘whalers dcsmnb to replenish their supplies

'of \egetables and other ‘frésh provisiofis before headrng, for the southern

'.‘;- . “ .
_ . Hetman Mclvﬁh..ﬂfob\' Dwk or The Whale New- York. 1950. . ns. '

“ T s Waler f’rcdu‘icl.t Walker The Azores ur Western lslamls A I’uhhcal Commercml (md
- Geographical Account. London, 1886, P. 27_9. . : ’
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, THE WHALER: A SLOW BOAT TO AMERICA "5
fishery,Frofn Flores, the most westerly island, the archipelago extends a]ong
a notthwest-southeast line seme 375 miles 1d Santa Maria, the most
southeasterly island. Collectively known as the Azores. the chain actually
consists of three group'sof‘ isla‘nds: Santa Maria and Sao Miguel — the most .
 eastetly pair; Terceira, Graciosa, Sao Jorge. Pico ind Faial — the central
f group: and Corvo and Flores — situated on the northwest pesiphery of the
- archipelago’ (See, Map ). A rugged, inhospi{able shoreline g_reFted the New
England whalers when they reached the Azores: in the nirre islands only
Horta. Faial and Ponta Delgada. Sao'Miguel had a protected harbor. These
+two became regular ports of call.for many of the Atlantic whalers, botiras a
souree of fresh suppliesand as a depot and transshipment point for whale o1l
" and bones. T . R :

¥
*

3

-~ ) .
The Azoreans quickly learned that whaling’ Wi§-a .
hard life, but so was the 'struggle'\t_o survive in their homeland. At the ¢
conclusion of each Qoyage the whaling vessels returned to their home port,
which was almost always in Massachusetts and.frequéntly was the port of
- ' New Bedford. Once the catch was sold the crew wasepaid and released and
the shipwas outfitted for a néw cruise. After'a short stay in port, most sailprs -
- shipped o‘u't on another voyage. Far from home, the islanders had the choice
" of stani‘ng in an unfamiliar land or returning i‘q tI?e now familiar sea; most of
these sailors continued as whalemen in the 1820s and '3049.__\5\ few-returned
to the islands with tales to tell about the life of a whaler and this new country
. with unlimited land and great opportunities. “Such stories must have made
- the bleak existence_in thé Azores seem even bleaker and many young men,
' after asking themselves, “Why stay” and unable to. think of a satisfagtory
" angWwer, decided to try whaling; The initial voyage 'cqnvinced.-mz':ny novice .
" sailors that there must be a better way of earning .a living than endlgssly - "~ .5
pursuing whales around thé globe; for them ‘the firit\ voyage wasalso.the - ..
last. Most often they ended up in Massachusetts, less frequently in Califormia . -
and océasfonally in Hawaii, But, the Azores had a surplus population, and,
there were always new recruits ready to take the places-of their countrymen.
With the eXpansion of the whaling fi¢et in the 1840s and '30s, there was .
g seldom any diffi'c‘ulty_,in fipding a ship that needed ére'wmer]. Inthe 1840s, the
+ " Mmerican whateship wés seen not'only aél;g,g.glternat'rva itself to a difficult
‘ life in theislands, butin easingly asa way to getto America. Granted, it was
a slow voyage, two and three year cruises were riot uncommon then, and it

i was a hard life. With' any luck, though, an jhdiyidgal could endsup in_ -,

N . "dames H. Guill, A Hfsl'oq- of the'Azores Tslands. Menlo Park. 197268, 2. - Lo .
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THE WHALER: A SLOW BOAT TO AMERICA 7

America without having spent any money for his passage, and. even have
enough money fr9m his.share of the vdyage to enable him to get settled. *

.

o events occurred in the early 1850s which further
sumulated the exodus of young men from the islands to the whale boats. The
. first of these was a disastrous decline in agricultural productivity in the
Azores. A potalo rot struck at the heart of the main subsistance crop while a
new vineyard disease severely curtailed wine production. This new threat to
agricultural self- -sufficiency only served to enhance the attractiveness of -
. . whdling. The second event actually occurred in 18491in a distunt land called = .-
’Callforma but its impact was feltin the Azores for the next twenty years.
Whaleships brought the news of the gold strike i in Callforma to the islands
and then, unwmmgl) provided the transporlatlon to get thére — albeit
_indirectly. In 1850 the Nantuchet and New Bedford ﬁeet% were whaling in
" 7~ the Aretic waters of the Pacific Ocean — an eigliteen thousand mile voyage
down the east coast of South America around Cape Horn and u, de west
“coast to the bowhead whaling grounds'on the north shores of Alaska.® San . »
Francisco was a regular port of cdll for these ships. the port prowded afinal
opportumt) 10 replenish supplies befare completing the journey to the
~ Alaskan whaling grounds. Stories of gold waiting to be picked up and
. lortunes easily made were tempting to these sailors, many took advantage of
the gpportunity by deserting their ship and striking out for the gald fields.
Desertion was a problem with.which the captains of whaling ships always
. had to’ contend; ~ After the discovery of gold, however, desertions reached
‘ epldemlc proportions. One historian noted that “after the, dxsw\yery of the
gold mine’s m California, deseruons from the ships were numerous and often '
causeless, generall) in sitch numbers as to seriously cripple the efficiency of
the ships™.® Azoreans, and many others, availed themselves of,this cheap
“+ and illegal passage to California. B) the end of the 1850s whaling ships were
forced to pay advance wages as an mduLement to recruit seamen for their
cr_ews Even so, the fleet was plagued with bounty-jumpers who took the
advance pay and deserted at the first opportunity.” “There were times, when
the Californja fever was at its-highest, that the desertions did not stop with .
. the men, but officers and even captajns seem to vie with the crew” in leaving

hd

)

* Josef Bcry.r In Grea( Waters. The Stuo of the {’urluguew Fuhermen New \ork 1941, Pp.

45—46. . 4 ', )
* J.T. Jenkins, A History of the Whale Fisheries. New York, 1971, P. 2},
© Starbuck. History of the American Whale Fishery, P. 112. . ‘ 4
" Ibid. « ’
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> their ships. .San Francisco Bay and the Sacramento River were the last port -
that'many whaling ships ever made and, without a,doubt, the discovery of
gold in California contributed to the e\entual demise of whahingin the Umted .
States. Many whaling vessels began avoiding San Francisco, in an attempt .
to hold on to their crews, and the Hawanan Islands became a center for
refmmg and supplying the Pacific whalmg fleet. Desertions, however, .
‘remained ,a serious problem throughout the 1850s and '60s. . In spite of the
deseruons in Cahfomla, the Aroreans acquired a reputation as hard w orking,
dependable whalers, and the pl‘d\,tlue of sailing from New England to the
Azores. with a skeleton crew which would be filfed”out with islanders,
became commonplaie in the 1850s. o .

: T e The aura of the gdld fields and the general attraction -
of California continued to draw A zoreans from their island home to America,.
but now the majority of the newcomers ended up on the west coast instead of )
the east. Between 1860 and 1870, the number of Portuguese in California "
doubled and reached a new high of 3,435 — forty percent of the Portuguese

, , Population in the L‘mted States. By 1870, the,pattern had been well established
for thé substantial out- migration from the Azores Islands to the United
, States that occurred begween 1870 and 1921. Azvreans were well settled in
“the coastal areas of Massachusetts, primarily around whaling centers such .
as"New Bedford, and Rhode Island.-in"the twenty years between 1850 an 7
' IR"O California became the leading center of Portuguese settlement. and, 1£»
' gold ‘mining had not proved to be lucrative, farming had, a network o}’ \
communications and extended familial ties was therebyc,stabllshed between |
“friends and relatives in America and the Azores which encouraged migration, .
prqwdegl temporary housing for new immigrants, and.helped them locate.
jobs Although relativély small in number, the lmportanee of these early -

v _immigrants in establishing the patterns of settlement and social networks”

‘ "which subsequesit 1mmlgrants relied on so heawl\ e;i'nnot be over-empha- .
_sized. t St

The men fror?the Azores Islands contmued ta fjll
the ranks of the whaling fleet in the 18605 and *70s and to a 1esser extent, due

M ™
- 7
. N . . .
o ’ . ' - .
“ N . v

Coo pd : ‘ .
. 4 % £
" An m(lmduals personal network consists of the chams of persuns with whom that -
individual is in actual contact. and their mluwnne«.lmns . A sutial netwurk s the composite of
individual comimunication netwurks within a given suciety. For a discussion of sovial networks
‘ se¢ Jeremy Boissevain, Friends of medo Netnorks. Mampulators and Coahtons. Oxford.
' 1974. Rp. 24‘-78 .
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to the decline of the mdustr) throughout tife remainder of the century.
Azoreans also manned'shore whalmg stations in various places around the
world, prompting one authority on whalmb to writethat, " Afioat and ashore
the islanders were ubxquntous in the nineteenth-century. whaling scene™.*
The practice of signing on a whaler to get free passage to America became an
estabhshed tradition in the islands and was employed by thousands of °
" young men. This;'before the mast™ migration, so named because the common
sailor’s quarters were forward on a whaling ship. in front of the mast, while
the officers’ quarters were aft, brought the first Portuguese, i lmmxgrants to
New England, California and H%m.

&
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' Chapter,I1

The New England HaBitat

' ¢ Given lrvmg and working conditions on A\merrcan
whaleships in thé 19th century, gétting to America viaa whaler was no mean
accomplrshment Once the ship docked and the crew was paid and drscharged
- hSwever, there was no shortage of opportunities for the former whaler now

turned immigrant. As the actmt%m New Bedford demonstrated, there was

much more to whalmg than just chasing and Killing : whales. “With its oil
‘ _refineries (whale oil); cooper’s shops, tool- works, and the hundredand—one
. industries subsidiary to whaling, New Bed{ord became a hive of mdustry
] Witha populatron of about 20,000 in.1857 t@e\year that whaling reached its
g < apogee, in terms of capital and tonnage mvoIved, New Bedford alone had a
' fleet of 329 ships, worth more than twelve mrlhon dollars and mantR¥d*by:
more than ten thousand seamen."* To maintain, outfit and. supply these
ships with the goods necessary to sustain them on a three or four year
voyage was a monumental task requiring orgamz.atronal gtgertrse and strong
‘ backs, The New England" businessmen provided the former and many g
U reformed whaler furnished the latter. In addition to preparing the ships for
' departure the whale ol and bone brough* in by these vessels had to be
processed into oil for lubrication ot burning, medical ointments, candles,
corset staves apd dozens of other by-products. Although New Bedford was
“the principal whaling port in America, the sameg scene, on a reduced scale, -

was repeated in numerous other ports along the coast of Massachusetts
P . R

b Samucl Eliot Morison, The Manume Histony of Ma.rsachusells 1783— 1860 P, 3’(6

SN ok

¢ “Zeph W Pcase and Gcorg,cA Hough. New Bedford"blasmchureu.s Its Histary. Imuluuons
e and Attractions. Nc\“Bcdford 1889. P.31.
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. . For the islanders enamored with the sea butdisen-
chanted with whaling, . ~numerous vpportunities for either short ‘or -long
voyages presenied themselves. The cod and . mackerel fisheries of'Mas-
sachusetts were an important part of the 19th century economy and were-ar - -

- natural choice for corifirgred fishetmen nalonger eager to undergo the trials.

of wh'thng In 1855 the various ports in Massachusetts sent 1,138 ships, 4

manned by 10,419 hands, to the cod and mackerel fisheries. Ten yearslater

the number of men employed reached 11,358 and Cape Cod alone sent 314

ships and 3,832 men after these fish.” By the 1860s when the whalmg

industry began its gradual but steady decline, a number of Portuguese

Wwhalers had worked their way from “before the mast™ to positions of authority-

on the aft decks. For these captains and officers, who had known no ogher hife

: but the sea. the cod and mackerel fisheries were a logical, alternative to
whaling — and many took advantage of the opportunity,"

\

‘

In addition to being the center of whalmg and cod
fishing, Massachusetts was also in the forefrontof both the coastal trade that
took place between the individual states and the deep water trade to and from ‘
various world. parts. The port of Boston was-second only to New York n -
commercial traffic and merchant ships vied with whalers and fishing vessels .
for crewmen. Low pay and less than ideal working conditions made it
difficult to recruit seamen and “few Americans could be found in the
forecastles of merchantmen on deep waters™." For the Azorean who had
become a confirmed sailor, America provided no dearth of opportunltles on

: the sea.

N '

o The flrst taste Of the sea, provided by the whalt,rs
= Wasmore than enough for most of them and they turned to other occupations;
ralsed ina traditional agrarian society, they were, firstand foremost, farmers.

he hinterland of New Bedford and nearby Providence, Rhode Island, had
" heen occupied and farmed for almost 250 years sy that idle land suitable for
farming was virtually non-existent. Farm laborers. not unhke sallors, typically
worked long haurs{or low wages and dlssatnsfaetmn with life as a farmhand
was almost as prevalent as it was among whalers. There were always jobs to
he had as hired hands on local farms, though. and a ‘umber of these young
mien from the Azores apphed themsehes toa tl‘a(il‘ljgndl oecupatlon th

™ Morison. The, Maritime History of Massachusetts P. 375,
" Berger. In Great Waters. Pp. 53~61. e S

* . L Mg

# Morison, The Maritime History of Massachusetts. P. 332. -,
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they kfiew intimately from frrst?hand exper‘i‘en«.e Skilled at squeezing a
living from a small piece of land, some wenton tobecome farmers themselves
- first renting o working a small piece of land on a share basis and then

gradually acquiring enough caprtal to puru.gase their own farm.

’ the 19th cerftury; it was also at the heart O.f the industrial revolution A
sweeping across the United States. The river$ and streams that dropped .
down out of the Massachusetts hinterland to the sea were rmpossrble to
navigate, but an excellent source of cheap power. These streams were
harnessed, up and down the coast, to drfve the machinery of industrial
development. Cotton mills, where raw fibers were converted into finished .,
materials, sprang into life°all along this fall line in the early 1800s. The first

" cotton millin Fall Rner aport town fourteen miles west of New Bedford and:
eighteen miles southeasl of Providence, began producuon in 1813; sixty,
years later the textile mills in Fall River were employing in excess of ten
thousand workers®, "New Bedford, although preoccupied with whalmb,
e\entuall) percen‘sa the ady antages of a more assured industrial base and its

. first cotton mill went into operation’in 1849, others followed, and_by 18"0
the crt) 's four mills provided jobs for about two thousand industriat workers.”

|
b . Massachusetts was fore than portsand fasmlandin ‘

e

. " In addition to cheap power_to drrve the machmery, \
. mdustr) i the mid-1800s requj ed abundant supplres of unskrlled labor.
ot lm@ngra\nts pronded the pesrly pard unskilled fabor force that industrialized
““the United States and the Portuguese made their contributions. The Azorgs
‘were much further remoyed from thg industrial world than the mere nautical
drstances to themaihland of Europe ur America would indicate. A subsistance,
agrarian economy ‘has little demand for either skilled or educated workers ‘1
and the vast majority of the rslfnders were neither skilled nor educaled s
Texu]e mills are rdeally suited for Just such a work ggrce labor intensive by '
. mature, few jobs required more than minimal training. To be a bobbin. boy,
doffer, carder comber, sweeper, spooler or any one of the other numerous
semi s}glled ocmpatrons iny leed in manufacturing material from fiber.did
not require under‘standmg, the principles of hydraylic power or the opcranon
. * “of a mechanical loom, all that was necessary was to be able to stay awake,
A and perform a tedrous, repetitious task in an unpleasant environment for ten
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’"Lemlmg Manufacturers and Merchants u/Ea stern Massachusetts. Histonical andDescnpuve

Rm*n w of the Industrial Enterprises of Bmlul Ply mouth. Norfolk and Middlesex Counuer P
” New York 1882 Pp. 30~36. s

&S Peasc. New Bedford. Massachusetts. Pp. {49~ 153. i .
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., ' THENEW ﬁNGLAND HABIT o1l
or twelve hours a day. The mills of New Bedford, Fall River agd Provrdence
seemed to have an insatiable demand for Maborers and many Azoreans
joined the ranks of the “industrial workers”,"Few in numBer in the 1850s,-
Azgean mill workers gradually increased in the ds and "70s and paved the
way for their countrymen who poured into this area in subsequent decades

' When the young rmmrgrant from the Azores stepped .
ashore in New England in the early 1870s, his compatriots had already,
establrg‘lied themselves in a number of occupatignal niches and were, 1n
effect, holding the doors open to their fellow countrymen. The social
network which was all pervasive in the islands also.extended to family
members living in’the United States’and it effectively spared most new
rmmrgrants from undue anxiety about their new life. For the most part, they
Jomed members of their extended family or frrends, either on a temporary or
a more permanent basrs, and relied heavily upon them for advice 1n finding
jobs and arranging lrvmg accommodations. The existence of this effective
social networlc between family members in'theislands and the United States
played a major role 1n determining where the post 1870 1mmigrants settled
and strongly rnfluenced the occupational opportunities’ a»arlable to them,
“The Portughiese i imiigrants livirig in theUnrted States in 1870 were highly
concentrated not just in a few states, but in and around a relatively small
number, of eommunities within those few states Former Wwhaling centers, '
such as New Bédford, Providence and New Hayen, wetg the primary centers-. -
in MassachuSetts, Rhode 1sland and Connectrcut while in Calrfornra
Oakland and the SanF rancisco Bay area, the enttance to the gold fields had
become the focal point.. : - .

‘ In 1870, when the frrst stage in the mrgratron of the.
Azbres Islanders to Amerrca was being transformed into the beginning of -.
stage tyo, the official census of the United States reported 8,971, Portuguese
living ify this country and its territories.” In that particular. censys, Portuguese

rncluded Jlose individuals from the Atlantrc Islands (the Azores, Madeira

*and Cape Verde Islands) and mainland Portugal The census also dlstrngu;shed ’
“between white and colored; of theﬂ& 971 Portuguese 257 were classified as

- colored and ware, no doubt, former whalers from the Cape Verde Islands — .

‘a small group of black- 1nhab|ted islands off the west coast of Afrrca that .

B beléngto Portugal Another 1090£ the total were lmngrntemtones belonging
“ to the Umted States. Although one or more Portuguese were. reported,in .

thrrty six of the ,thlrty*Seven states T in thar‘eensus, must were goneentrated

e R L Sl \
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I ; ‘AND YET THEY COME . -
a few locations_on the east and west, coilxst’ With 2,555 Portuguese,
Massachusetts accounied fo:”h'xrt; pen.ent of the U, S total and one out of
every five of these immigrants (313) was hnn;, in Boston. The Portuz,uese
population of New Bedford was sufficiently Iarge in 1867 tq ustify sending a
permanent Catholic priest to care for them, two years later their number was
estimated at eight hundred.™_Fesser numbers were found in New York {334
— 4%), Connecticut (221 — 2 2.6% %) and Rhode Island {189~ 2.2%}, but these
' four states collectively containéd lhll‘l) -six percent of the Portuguese
populatlon in 1870. The other major concentration was in California, where
3.435 Portuguese, forty percent of the U.S. {oral, were living at that timg.*

I . '

*

.. ) Throughout the second stage of migration, the new
. immigrants, for the most part, chose as their destination those places where

~~. - [riends and relatives had already established themselves and were enwuragmp,
others to join them, Massachusétts was the ideal destination for many of the
new immigrants. a sizeable Portu_’,uese pupulation alreagly resided in 'the
state. it was one of the easiest locations to get to from the Azores, which
meant lower transportatlon costs, and.employment opportunities were readlly
available. By 1900 \1assauhusett§ had surpassed California and could Ia)
~cTaim to having the fargest Portuguese popufation in the »Sumr}, Limited b)
their general lack of education ﬁnd their unfamiliarity with industrial
mackinery, the edrl) Portughese immigrants in Massachusetts were primanily .-
concentrated in a relamely small number of occupational categories.
sea-related - whalmg‘ fishing and sallmb, agricultural oriented — farm
_laborers and small sédle farmers, or, unslulled industrial workers in fabor
" intensive mills. Whalm&, declined stead}h after the 18"03 but it continued to
. be a viable occupauon for a limited number ofseamen ne\er again, howeer,

: did it prov 1de;obsm quantities comparpble ty the 1840s and 1850s. Seafaring
~jobs were mu«,h more likely in Provincgtown and Gloucester where the fleets
departed for the Grand Banks of N' foundland in search of codfish and
halibut. The g _»,reatest “demahd, however, was for men and women to work in

_the flounshmp,texule mlllsof Fall Riyer, New Bedford, Taunton, Lowell, and t

PSS

. ' ¢ y % -
o Onelcnth of (hcc(oml Purtuguese pupulaudn of the Lanted*States in l{i"O was accounted .
" fur by a group of 856 Madeira Islanders who had been driven vut of their humeland because
they had wonverted to the Presbytenan teligion, the Presbyterian Church in the United States ¥
* subsequently et to their aid and helped reseule them i Winuis. See. Sandm Wolforth The .
" Portugtiese in America. San Francisco. 19787P, 1. - . T

. *DonaldR. Taft. T\m Portuguese Communmes n New England Vc»\ York. 1967 P.9%.
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Lawrence, Massachusetts, and after 1890 the majority of the newcomers
ended up in one of these mill towns.

Although the Census of 1870-did not record how
' rhany second generation Portuguese were living in Massachusetts, the foreign
born Po'rtuguese population of the state was 2,555; many of them had been
residents of New Bédford for twenty years or more and undoubtedly hada -
number of children, Most of the Portuguese lived either in Bristol County,
~ where bq'r.h New Bedt5td and Fall River are located, or on nearby Cape Cod
*,"— especially in the fishing community of Provilncetown at the-iip of the
Cape. They could also be found. to a lesser degree, scattered in the’ many
fishing communities along the Massachusetts coast; the major fishing ports, -
such as Gloucester, in the extreme northern partof the state, also had a fairly
substantial Portuguese population. The se’a-orienrted industries of New
England have always expanded and contracted in response to curren
econgmic eonditions and such was certainly the case at the end of the 19th
century. The increased scarcity of whales and competition from petro‘leu~m'
products after 1870 resulted in a substantial decline in that particular industry,
but the im\pact was partially offset by an expansion in banks fishing. Th'e.,i‘_;\_,t,.w
—~ -Grand- Bankers, ships fitted out for 4 five or six month fishing voyage in
" Search of codfish and halibut, de_ri'»ed their name from the Grand Banks of
* Newfoundland where they did most of their fishing. Provincetown was the
_* center of Grand Banks fishing in Massachusetts and, 'as such, it attracted
-~ many of the'early Portuguese immigrants who came over between 1870 and
2 1890. In the Provirfcetogvn fleet, “mos_t,,éf‘.lghe skippers were mén from the
Azore;, and their cquntryfnén‘ kep,t‘_,f:o'r'nifig;over to fill up the crew llsts".""

3

, v ThéfG}and Banks fleet regqffred its"maximum gx-
pansion about 1885, but it tontinued to be an important igdustry untd.after © «
the turn of thie century. After 1880 it was gradually supersedg¢d by a growing.:

“allseason fishing fleet that provides fresh fish for the urbah centers of | ]

~Boston and New York. Brovincetown lso took the lead in developing-the L
freshifish fleet'and Portuguese fisherman owned and Operated many of the -
boais. The regular supply of fresh fish and ceri‘}iegigin_g overnight rail servige e
between Boston and New York gradiially established ihe port of Boston.as ,

* " “the center of the Atlantic fishery.” Portuguese continued to-ocoupy,an ¢

%

~ ~ . - . ¢ LIRS
_ *Important role in the fisHing fleets of Massachusetts in the 20th century, but
- d B ‘ - - ¢ . - P o,
A T . C C e, o 5' ;
<= _* Berger. In-Great Waters. P. 58. i ~ : - o
2 lid P.79. L, a L o i
.. 'a 2‘) . g -
= B p—




;JEKC

IText Providad by ERIC.

e
2 ey

‘»
AND YET THEY COME
the relative importance of fishing as an industry had long since been

vvershaduwed by the industrial developments taking place within the state.
By the second decade of the 20th century, it was noted that,

The Portdguese are still prominent in fishing and .

other sea-faring occupations but their total number
in these pursuits, though considerable, is not great,
, when compared with those in the textile mills.?

creased dramaueall) and theif numbers alo ced them to seek employ

nt in industries with more intensive labor demands. They still continued
B come to the areas where the first Portuguese had settled, but new modes of
. transportation were required Instead of taking two or three years to work,
their way over on whaleships, many of the immigrants took advantage of the
.packet lines which were proyiding regular service between New Bedford and
the Azores. The volume of tralfic was sufficient for the barke}mne Mpses B.
Jower, for example, to make four regular trips a year between New Bedford

After. 1890, the flow o'iortuguese immigrants in-_

and the Islands in 1889.® In place of the traditional jobs in zvhalmg and

fishing fleets, most of the new lmmlgrants found employ ment in the cotton
mills or related lndﬂstnes, *

-

) New Bedford succeeded in transformmg itself from

" the whaling center of the United States in the 1850s to a major textile

manufacturing center with 2,600 workers employed in the cottor mills i m
,1889.F Ewen though wages for unskilled labor in the mills were Jow, jObS
_were easy to get and the pay was superior to many other unskilled jobs in the
“area. One sixteen ‘year-old boy, who had just arrived from the island of
Pico, got. a job workmg for a Portuguese farmer on the outsklrts of New
Bedford for “five dollars a ﬁth, plus foom and board"." It took him Just
two weeks to realize that there were more rewardmg, employment pQ§$lblhtl€S
available. Thmugh afriend he was able to get a job in one of New Bedford's
cotton mills at $3.50 a week. Outofthat 53 50 he had to pay room and board,

., butitonly cameto $2.50a week and included his laundry. Farming could not ’

-compete with industry and, as .the .boy later recalled, “I went to, work
sweeping floors i in a cotton mill. In about three months, I was promoted to

n Taft‘ Two Portuguese Qommunilies in New England. P. i34 - ’
» Pease, New Bedford, Massachuskiis.P. 65. . “x
_ ®Ibid. P.153. : C o

i LawrcnccOhyanevar Backward. The Autobiography of Lawrence Ohvar a Porlugue:e
American. San chgo. 1972.P. 15. R B .
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bemg a cleaner...™.® By 1910 New Bedford had become the center of the
'manufacturing of fine cotton goods in the United States.® - K

It was in the nearby town of Fall River, the largest
textile center in the nation from 1880 until about 1920, that the Portuguese
lmmlgrants in New England’ attamed their greatest u.onpentratxon The

_ increasing demand for textiles was met by byilding more and larber mills and
'employmg immigrant men, women, and children to pronde the labor. Fall
River grew from 74,398 in 1890 to over 100,000 in 1900 when, 26,371 .

individuals, one-quarter of the total population, were employed as textile . .

‘'workers.® The Portuguese population of Fall River, which numbered only .- _.'

104 in 1880, steadily grew to over 500 in 1900 and “then the number

suddenly exploded. In, 1903 the city had 5,000 Portu&,uese immigrants, five

years later there were more than 10,000." After 1910 Fall River's growth

rate started to slow down but the Portuguese kept coming, in 1920, 22,431

of the ¢ity’s 120, 458 inhabitants were Portuguese.* They were the largest

single foreign- ‘born immigrant group in 1920 when they Constituted 18.6

percent of thé city's total population.” In addition to the Portuguese,

however, there were also substantial numbegs of Polish, Italian, and Russian &
‘w"ﬁﬁi?n’ihlgrants in the city. Many “members of ‘theggthnic groups that had |
traditionally pro\ ided the labor for the textile mills during the last part of the a
19th century, the English, Irish, and French Canadians, left the Fall River
mllls during a bmer twenty-six week strike in 1904 and did not return,* ‘
. The Portugtese,and to a lesset extent the Poles, PN X §
. became the miajor source of unskilled operatives after . e
, ) - 1900 — as the French Canadians had béen in the § T
o - "'1870s. About half of Fall River's entire Portuguese o
. cahd Polish populauon was working i in the mills by “'.,
Lo ; £1910.¥ 3 : Y
. ": e K {s?
» 1bid. P17, PP . i
* Seymour Louis Wolfbein, The De.hine of a Cullon Textle.Cuty. A Study of New Bedfard ’
New York, }944. P.10. - G
Cw Philip T. Silva. Jr., "l'hc Pusitivn of New’ lmmlg,rants su the Fall Rner Tcxmc Induslry AT 7’
International Mtgralmn Review, 10(2):221. Summr 1976. _ o
* Ibid. Pp. 224225, o o, R .
. ”Tall. Two Portiiguese Comnmmucs in New England P. 199 . o Lo "
"7 Ibid, P. 201, - L : : "
* Stlva, 'The Position of New’ lmm:grantsm the Fall River 1 Tcxmc lnduslry, Pp 222 223 %h
"ormidgons . . ~ ‘ ‘ el
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The demand for textiles and the abundant supply of
cheap immigrant labor that kept the mills running created a boom economy
in Fall River and similar mill towns in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. The
benefits, ho@iever, did not diffuse to thg members of society as a whole. The
v inimigf'ant populations were massed at the bottom of the social andeganomnq- Lo
ladder and suffe'red'grie,\//ously from low wages, poor working conditions
overcréwded housing, and inadequate health and social services. Unskilled
and uneducated, the Portuguese filledrthe lower-paying occupationaleates-. .
gories i the mills. Econotnic necessity motivated most of thé able-bodied
megmbers of a family to seek employment igthe mills where women and
“* children, as well as men, became industrial Yorkers. “If they marry, they
must either live on a very low*plane or expect their wives and children.to
continue to work outside the home..." # Working outside the home was not
new to Portuguese women and children, #t was a part of life in the sub- ¢
' sistence-agarian economy of their homeland. Working conditions were quite
different in the cottan mills than they had been in the fields, however’, and the
 differences soon began yshow themselves, albeit, in a subtle and devious
fashion. - ' :

. e - b e e

ST ~ By 1910 the Portuguese in Fall River and New-Bedford.
were attracting attention by 'their excessive infant mortality rates which '
were-among the highest in the nation. Tn'both communities the Portuguese
suffered infant mox}aﬂty rates in excess of. 200 per 1,000 births — more than
double the natjonal zi\rerage!" The continued high infa%t mortality rates for. :
Portuguese mothers prompted a number of studies which attempted to.
isolate the major factors responsible for the elevated number of infant
deaths. Among the vatiables considered were. ethnicity, level of education,

» ability to speak English, living conditions, length of residence in the United 4
States, whether or not te mother breast-fed her. baby, and income level. A .

perceptive Fall R_i'ver doctor concluded, tljht: R
- . » The foreign-born mother in Fall River. for example,

‘ is more likely to work in-the mills during pregnancy, - *
' to have many children, and to live in crowded and
unhygeric quarters. She, more than the native mother,
reflects the injurious influences of an unfayorable
. industrial and économic climate.2,
% Taft, Two Portuguese Cammunitips in New England. P.247. ) oo
“lIbid. Pl166, . ' | - | '

-I R a [b“d, P.f‘b‘." N ” ' ' l ' i -
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The subsequent studies revealed that Portuguese mothers in Fall River were )
employed to a larger degree than mothers of any other nationality and. that '
thirty-nine percerit of the' Portuguese mothers were émployed outside their |
-r,hdusehold during pregnancy =~ .wh‘ic'h was more than double the rate for _
+Other expectant.stothers in the community.® ’ T , oo

£ . o

' ‘ ) In the face of economic adversity, thg forces which
sustained the Portuguese immigrants in the mill towns of New England were
the same forces which had sustained them, in their Hompldnd \ their famffy, i
religion, and community. .T'hey came to the United/States in search of .
economic opportunity, and if that meant t'hé{ every able-bodied member of .

. the family had to take a jobin a factory, then they all took a jobinafactory. - .
Uneducated themselves, for the most ‘part, Portuguese parents saw little s
need. for their children- to receive an education. While schools were a £ '
convenient place tosend the young children, particularly if the motherhad to

= worky for the 6lder children it merely delayed their entry into a paying
.+ Occupation whi¢h would assist the family.‘Mps‘t of the children of immigrant
parenig* schobl as soon as the law pem}itted and sought employment.* -

< . EE—

R The Portuguese popylation-of Fall Rijver i 1920, . ,
‘some 22,431 individuals, was a young, expanding population in need 6f * .
housing ‘and 4iving space. Forty-five'percent of the Portugliese community
had. beep borh in'the United States and 30.percent were nine years old or
+ younger. Children 14 years old and younger made up 41 percent of the .

' population while only eleven percent of the total population was more than
45 years old.* The large number of poorlypaid immigrants were hard- - |
* pressed (o'find-adequate housing in Fall River and usua'IIS' endecf'np with

o

N

i

their families'crowded into tenement houses: T v
. . , . E B ] . ] . . ' - n
The sections of the city whete most of the’ Portuguese. Co
- . * live are unattractive. There is'a dreaty monotony of . _ AN
' v plain two and three story frame buildingswithaccom- - N
. modations for from two to twelve families, sometimes i
. ", . fronting the street, and soretimes ugly alleys. In_
e : most yards te tramp of many feet has prevented the~
ST . growth of grass although there are exceptions to this. )
! " " Even where the interiors of the tenements are well . - .
. L] Y . .
s o v ’
‘.. SlIbid. Pp.164—177. » ) :
B - . &
v 4Tbid PN, - g - . . &
. ?, .o e ) X .. o
= Ibid, Pp. 199—200. . &
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. ) ) . kept, hallways are apt to be defaced and uncleanly.® B

. L, "-'.\ -
Outside the famlly, the Poytuguese community .

mamt.:uned its identity through the continued u their natnélant,uat,e .

" and their strong affiliation with the Cathalic Church. By-1920, Fall River
supported six Cal;holu, Churches anid fourteen priests.” Religion, their
solace in tlmesgf sorrow, was also the focal point of the happy occasions in
their lives. The dreariness and drudger) of everyday life were Offset by the
jO)S of birth and community ‘participation in the sacraments of the Church,
baptisms, eunflrmatlons, and weddings were all occasions for celebration

i . and festivities. With them, when they came to the United States, the Azoreans

. . alsubrought their tradition of celebrating certain religious holidays. Although

these eelebrat‘runs ot festas were derived from their religious heritage, much

of the activity was secular in nature and took place outsrde*the Churchiitself.

The eelebrauon of the Feast of the Holy Ghust, the major celebration in’

Azorean’ eummunltles, usually lasted for several days and provided ample

opportumtles to danee the chamarrita_and pther traditional dances, to listen

tu the. amz,mg,,,wntests bet».veen €xlemporaneous composers, tu_renew od .

aequalntanees, andto strent,then family ties. The festa concluded on Sungay

~witha procession through| the streets of the ut) Led by a band, the procession

included groups of men carrying the statues of saints from the churgh,

followed by. members of the \araous religious fraternities. The parade
terminated at the church where a ngh Mass was conducted in Portugu&se

far the participants and other members.of the community. Lhe festa con-

eluded with the senlng ofa tradltlonal meal uf meat and bread to the énure

community., , g " ’ 3 N

‘

The Blessmg Qf the Fleet in Gloucester and Pro-
vincetown, The Feast uf the Blessed Sacrament i in ‘leyl Bedford and the
Feast of the Holy Ghost in New Bedford and Fall River wére s'béual vccasion
in the Portuguese communities of New England and were alwa)s well attended. , ‘
Cthren born in this country were' immersed in a Portuguese-speakmg‘.
culture and learned the tradmons of their parents’ homeland Adults _
reaffirmed their ties to the Portuguése community and maintained contact
with members of their extended family, “The religious eelebratluns were also
instrumental in maintaining the sucial networks that existed’ within the
Portuguese communities in the L-mted States and between the United Stales

¢ L \ y . . . ’
-+ % Ibid, P. 225 N : L _
" ¥ Ibid: P. 38, T CL ) .

. v

', o 30 . . ‘ g.a“_}{

Y : :
L <% £ Lo




. © '\, THENEWENGLAND HABIT S

and the Azores. The latest mformatlon about friends and t,ondrtrons in the

islands, about new job opportunmes and about the availability of ‘housing

circulated as rapidly at the festas as the latest'gossip and other small ‘talk.

The festas were an important part of the Portuguese community and helped ™

maintain its \1abnl|t) asa reeogmzable ethnic group — in an area crowded

with ethnics. In additiofi, the célebrations provideda temporary escape from
- the monotony of day-to-day living. ' ' . -

-The Portuguese commtmlty l|ved together, wor-
sh|pped together and celebrated tOgether Although this close relationship
was mstrumental in maintaining the cohesivefiess of the, community, it
effectnel) delayed the normal acculturation process, many Portuguese
ithmigrants ‘were slow to learh Enghsh and other aspects of Amencan
culture which could have facrlrt&il upward mob|lrt) A young boy, lmng in.
New Bedford at the time later recalled, I had no opportunity to learn any
Enghsh I worked with Portuguese people and lived.with Portuguese people
‘all during that time. Even my boss was Portuguese" »

1

Unable to appreuate the economic advantages of

oo Rl

“winthe mrlls To improve their GCOﬂomIL status, several members of the
family had to work, even then, their meager resources had to be frugall‘y

" managed. In many ways, their situation in the Un|ted States was not 0o,

drfferent from what it had been in the islands, except that here there were .

many opportunities for employment. Those opportunities for employment

contmued to afiract Portuguese immigrants until Ehey were excluded by
restnctwe leg|slat|on in 1917 and 1921. ’

Sy L In 1900 \the 17,885 forelgn born Portuguese in’
Massachusetts seré concéntrated in six counties, The major t.oncentratron
was in Bristol County where 63.5 percent of the Portuguese were located.
Most wete either in Fall River or New Bedford. Mrddlesex County accounted

“for9 7percent and most of these were in Lowell, a major textile center. The™
- Portuguese were 'still rmportant in the fishing mdustry and 6.9 percent of

a

them lived in Barnstable Count) where Prowneetown and, Cape Cod were
located another 5.6 percent were in Essex County, the home of the fishing
_ portof Gloucester, and the textile town of Lawrence. Suffoll( County, which
was almOSt all encompassed. by Boston, contained 6.7 percent and the
remalnrng 3.4 percent were in Plymouth County (See Map 2). By 1910 the
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Portuguese population of Massachusetts had more than doubled and in

1920, which was the high point of the second stage of immigration, thefe

were 50,294 foreign born Portuguese in the state-2_Between 1920 and 1930

the number of foreign born Portuguese in Massachusetts declined by 7,000 -

but the 43,042 Portuguese immigrantstliviqg ih the state in 1930 were @
concentrated in the same six counties where they were found t irty years

.~ earlier. The only noticeable'change was a slightly greater concentrationin ~ +-

both Bristol and Middlesex counties, which were already the leading counties

in 1900. In addition to the foreign born population, the Census of 1930 -
included a categosy labeled “white foreign stock"; these were immigrants

and their children — the first and second generations. In spite of low-paying

jpbs. high infant mortality rates and difficult living conditions, Massachusetts

was home to some 62,000 second generation Portuguese in.1930. Given the

nature of the Portuguese community, it is not tdo surprising that.the relative
distribution of the 105,076 Portuguese foreign stock in Massachusetts in

1930 was almost identicat to the pattern first apparent in the 1900 Census -

(See. Map 2).., o ;. :

(¢

T
5

.

* N o
* Rhode Island,,like the néighboriﬁg state of Mas- =« .
—-—-mvfsaéhusetts:was*easy'w‘g”et'*ta‘ffom"iﬁé"A'ioieé'ahd'Bﬂa“afz{mf)igfqmvphloyment ‘
opportunities to attract the second wave of Portuguese immigrants, It did
not. however, have a substantial Portuguese population in 1870 when only .
189 foreign born Portuguese were counted in the-entire state. What it did
have was proximity to Bristol County, Massachusetts, where more than half- )
of all the'Portuguese in Massachusetts were located. Fall River, commonly.. x>
referred to as the “border city”, abutted Newport County, Rhode Island, a- . ,
rural agricultural area,.and was only eighteen miles from Providence, the ,
" capital and industrial center of the state. One way in which Rhode Island- o
benefitggeg from its nearness to Masiacnusetts was ip. the number of By
Portugifese immigrénts who “spilled over” into the state from Fall River and ,
kﬁg,w_’ﬂl?ydford after 1890. Many of these immigrants ended up in nearby . . ;
R Providence wheré there was a demand for_unskilled Iaborers.Jthhgtgw> .
1900s, ‘Portuguese men in Providence were employed as “longshoremen
and deckhands, coal and brick workers, hand operators in oyster and‘’screw ~ -~ =
companies, and pork packersin meat hduses™. Portuguese women in Rhode
[sland, like their counterparts in nea?f)y Massachusetts, commonly worked

-

<

" Fomgemh Census of the Unitéd States. 1920, Vol. 3, Popuhmm. Washington, D.C., 1920,

* Susan T.Ferst, “The Immigration and the Settlement of the Portuguese in Providence: 1890
1o 1924, Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Brown University. 1972, P, 22. ' .
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outside the hume, they were mainly employed in lace factories, laundries

and cotton mills. .

‘é . + . . I ’ L
T The urban pattern of life for Portuguese’ immigrants bl

in Providence was similar to that in EallmRi»er and New Bedford. New
arrivals joined relatives or friénds already living in the city or stayed in
lodging houses with other Portuguese speaking immigrants. They depended
heavily upon informal contacts with friends and relatives to secure em-
ployment Because most jobs came through unofficial middlemen, the type -
and place of employment usually followed residential and family patterns™.® »
. The existence of a strong social network, whrch played suchLan lmportam
role in é3.)btammg employment and housing, was instrumental in reinforcing
local comgunity ties and dlseouragmg integration with non-Portuguese in
the commanity. Within their tight-knit community, which consisted primarily
of Azoreans from the islands of SdoMiguel and Faial, they shared the social
customs common to their homeland and mamtamed a very high degree of
intermarriage, it was not.uncommon for mamage partners to be from the
same hometown in the Azores. The new immigrants in Providence, not
unlike their countrymen in Fall River and New Bedford, relied almost
exclusively upon “their Tellow Portuguése for advice, money, and ethuic .
support because of their tendenues to group together and to shun public )
charity” # ”

e

“For many Azoreans toiling as Unskilled laborers in "
the textile mills of New England, a small farm of their ownwas adream to be

, nurtured anda goal to work toward. For mosglt remained just that, a dream »

never quite attained, and they and their offspring made the permanent
transition from rural folk to urban industrial workers. Others éither more
fortunate or more determined, started out in the mills but were able to save,

. . enuugh money to get them started in farming. They bought small farms and
took up market gardening and daprymg “ More typically, for those who ,
eventually ended up as independent farmers, was the slow progression from

. farm laborer, to tenant, to owner of a mortgaged farm and fmally to the

e,

CON aphid P, _ ' B
“fbid P25, . .

R SIid Bp.25=%. R T

' “Ibid P.32. ) S

" Leo Pup. Portuguese Amencan Speech. An Oullme of Speech Conditions Among the *
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envied position of possessing a clear title to their own farm.* Every change
in status was accompanied by deprivation and hard work and it was only
after they successfully made the transition from farm laborer to owner, that
they were ocgasionally able to indulge in anything more than the most basic
© ‘riecessities oﬁfe. ' ,

3

While Portuguese immigrants in Fall River and New
Bedford worked in the.mills and dreamed of owning a farm, many of the
farmers in nearby Newport County, and elséwhere in New England,'saw the
riew employment possibilities and the.increasing amenities of urban living
as a decided improvement over their traditional rutal life and started moving
to the cities: Behind them they left abandoned or'idle farms which they were
only too happy to rent and sell to the'womd/-{t_)“e farmers from the Azores.
Portsmouth, Rhode Island, a rural farmjné?qﬁmqnity about twelve miles
southwest of Fall River; was one of several communities where Portuguég“e
immigrants were successful in getting back to the land. Prior to 1890 there
were few Portuguese in Portsmouth; thirty years later they cOmprised‘
almost half of the community’s population — some 1,177 out of a total
population of 2,590. Unlike Fall River, where there were a number of,other
‘ethnic groups competing for jabs.and housing, the'PQrtuguese constituted
.virtually the entire foreign element in }:ortsmouth:’7 ‘

i Getting a farm was one thing, making it support a

" familyand pay foritself was somethingelsé. Azoreans weré not unaccustomed

to hard work and niggardly rewards from the soil,.but they were forced to

" ‘employ allsthe agricultural know-how they had learned intheir homeland to
make the farmlands of Rhode Island support them. .

E They are in the fields as lohg as it s light and employ. .
' * ‘the labor of every member of their families old enough
to wield a hoe. Being in addition exceedingly frugal,
and understanding intensive farming, they are suc-

cessful on New England farms where the native farmer,
has either failed or found more lucrative employment
- in thecity. Their economic successis often, however,

at the expense of the-health and happiness of wives .- .

and children, and it spells hard work with little

» w7 S tal m . T R .
e T . rgcrfaatlon for the whole fanknly:53 S e
* Taft, TL;:Q.'I’orlugnese Comniunities irt New England: P, 258. -
v Ibid. Pp. 196202, . " .
 Ibid, P.255. Ce . ? .
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w"‘l"\“ " are old and poorly equipped and most are, of course, lacking in modern

l:/%%. conveniences, but these\.ondm s arg the typical rural situation”.® Egonomic

e o the mill towhs, that_progress. »,aeauhlexe.d through ﬁL—*QIlSI,dC[leC pe&onal
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, In contrast to life in the nearby mill towns; where
Portubuese immigrants were surrounded by thelr countrymen, life for the
ne\weomer to Portsmouth was one of isolation. anz, conditions, however,
‘were worse in the country than they Were in the cities. “Many of the houses

survival dictated hard work by every member of the fdmII) and a willingness
to live at a low standard of living.and do withQut many ‘of the thirfgs.that .
others in Ameman souet) considered essentlals They persewmowever, .
and the number of. land-owning versus land- rentmb Portuguese .slowly
meredsea Portsmyuth, for example, witnessed an ms,rease in Portuz,uese
land 0wners from only one in 1885t 84 1 in 1920. Thedeteﬂﬂmanon and o
mdustnousness of the Portuguese soon éarned. them a reputauon as Tirst
class farmers who could make the lind prpduce when no, oneelse could,
Rewgmtmn of their farmmbmblht) Wag. epltomlzed in a _saying whuh
beeame common in New. En;_,lhnd in the carly part of the 20th centugy, “If
you want to see id potato g,réw 'you have (0'speak toit in Porty;_,uese . As the.
years passed the) wereable o make notleeableeeonomu. prol,ress, but, as,m ‘

)

i
o

| —
saenflee 16ng hours of hard work, deprivation from alf but the most basic

necessities, minimal exposure to qgueatmn for thelrt,hddren and little contact

with the. ldr;_,er Amerlum souet) The Portu;_,uese who succeeded in agri-
.8 eﬂlture‘howewer won the respeet of even their most severe critics, as one of

them admitted, CAsapeople, mllmg to mork in abandoned fdrms and able t@ p
ake a lwmg, from them, the Portuz,uese seem to 0 be a real asset '

_'"" Whateverthenroccupauon the Portuguesepopu!atlon ,
f Rhode Island StCﬁdll) increased after 1890. In 1900 ghere were 2545
forelgn born Portuguese in, the state. 53.7 pefcent of them resided. jn
) Provldenue County and worked as unskilled labor in “the udpltal cnty, 3272
percent lived in rural Newport Coum) and 10.6 percent in Bristol Coumy
(See, Map 3). In the next ten years, the Portuguese population increased.two
and a half times, the Census of 1910 recorded 6,571 foreign born Portuz,uese
living i m Rhode Island.”" New Poptug,uese 1mm12,rants continued to locate in
_ the state until the restrictive Ieg,lslatmn of the mid- 19 0seffectively curtailed
. the flow oflmmlp,rants to the entnrc country. The Census of 1930 enumerated

i lbid P. 228. o
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' 29,097 Portuguese forelbn stock in Rhode Island 11 679 were foreign bom
, and the oth}:r 17 418 were thelr offspring. The major ‘change in the dlsmbutlon ‘
of Portuguese in Rhode I.sland both forejgn bora and their offspring, between
1900 and 1930, was the conuLed attracjion of urban jobs in the Providence
area. The g .3,mwth of the P?oudence hdn arga was also reflected in the
increase of Portu$uese in Biistol County to, 20 Ipercent and i in Kent County,
- ehigh appedrs, for thie first time, with 6.6 percent of the forengn born in 1930.
Newport ‘County wntmued to ex‘penen Ge an absolute increase in its
Portuguese population but its relative. percentage statewnde decllned to
18.3 percent in 1930 (See.‘Map 3) T N . v

~

/ - . In many" ways Connecncut was™Similar to Rhode f,

Island. it was as c.lose ds elther MasSachusetts or Rhode Island to the
Azores, althoubh fot qune N accessxble there weré jobs for unskilled

L
. iaborers in the states de\elopmg mdusmes, and, it had a small, ..‘.1

mdmduals. foreign bom Portuguese population in 1870. The snmllarmes
ended there. Most lmportamry itdidpot ‘share Rhode Island’s proxlmny toa
large Portuguese 1mmtgr\\nt populanon New London, known astpe Whalmg
City iz Connecticut, was comyarable to New Bedford in that most of the
Portuguese in Connectlcut in {8" 0w re){here asa nesult of whaling, Between
1870 and 1900 mast of the Portuguese immigrants that went to, Connecucut ‘
]om fnends or relali\es alreaty. lmng there. LKzOO then, the’ ma]or
concentration of Portuguese in Connecticut, jbas in Ne London County
where the former ‘whaling port of New ‘London was located }\l ough. ‘88 )
percent of the Portuz.,uese 1n€onnectlcu1 were in New London County, ere
were dnly 568 foreign, born Portuguese in the entirt state. Five percent of "
those were lmH%ford County, the major industrial, center of the state,
- and anather four percent were in New Ha»en County whu.h was the location
of both the

3)v . ’ 1". PR 9*- s
Vmuallyall of themcxeasem Pprtuguesexmmngrauon
mto.Co_D, ec;n,ut between 1900 and 1930 was tothe mdu§mal centers of the .

idd Counly which accounted for’ g9 percent of the state's foreigi
bygn Porluguese Populguon in 1930 and New Hayen and Hartford Counties. -
whlch indreased to 26 1 percent and 18 petcent respectlvely (See, Map 3)

Ahhodgh the 1mm1grat|on process was vn'tually . N
ldenncal for Azoreans who .settled on the east and west coasts, ‘thm

.’(\‘_A
TP

it of "lew Ha»en and the Lndusmal uty of ‘Vlenden (See Map ’ , )

nt m,1900 to 24 7 pen.ent in 1930 Othes noticeable changes were

'
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noticeable difference in the 'envirofimem in\ which they found themselves,
The east coast of the United States was already well settled when the main
flow of Pof'tuguese‘"lmmigrants arrived and, as a consequence, the majority
of .the Azoreans wha settled there had little-choice but to-make.a rapid
transition from their former rural lifestyle to a new urban-ind uétria! way of
life. The west coast was far removed from.the ecanorflic center of the nation
at the turn of the centiify and the opportunities and eXperiences which the .
new immigfants encountered thiere were .decidedly different from those
which occurred in New England at that time. Those differences have been
reflected in the Portuguese population of the United States ever since.

~ ' < -~ .




CTET e ,Chaf?t"e‘f"“m

L Cahfornla ind Hawau TSN
i : g' " Life in'the West -:* 5 e
S : S TP

A ," -y 4 . z- .J

ey

Contrary to popular mythology, Cahfomra Was not
5 an umhat sprang into existence with the dnscovery of gold in .
" 1848 and the subsequent invasion by the “49ers. Although Joao Cabrxlho,

Portubuese captain, is credited with discovering Califorpia for the Europeans,

in 1542, he was. under -the employ of ;he Spanish crown. Furthermore,

. another three hundted-years elapsed before the first permanent Portuguese
) settler arrived in California. Part of the Spanish ,Empnre until 1822, when ,' )
. Mexico gained its independence, only the coastal area of Cahforma. was. 3
. occupied by these would-be conquistadores. Unable to find large concen
trations of either Indians or wealth they turned their interest to grazmg N

. cattleon the extensive holdings of natural range. Even 50, Callfomla was not
unknownto the inhabitants of the east coast of the United States. Contraband -

) fur traders from Massachusetts hadjrequented the es)ast of Calnforma sifice

- - before the turn of the 19th century. After 'VLexleo gained ts mdependence, it

was merchant seamen out of \'Iassaehusetts who traded their merchandlse

. “for Callfomla cowhides in the 1830s and *40s, so vmdly descnbed by John
Henry Dana in Two Years Before the Mast # In his trip to Cahforma"" ,
{1834—'36), Dana encountered “Massachusetts men established, all along B
the Coast, froma one-eyed Fall River whaleman tendmg barina San chgo -
.pulperid, to.ThomasO Larkin, the mercham pripce of Montere e '}‘hése
*‘CO\whldes, known as Californid cartwheels, helped supply the needed raw,

o . /. u“t‘ N

o Jobn chry Dana, Two Ycar.s Befure the Mas1. A Persom:l ‘\arraiue of ere at Sea. Ncw

York, 1936. . :
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matenals for the Néw England shoe factoncs in the 19th ;;emury Aher tlw,
New Bedford wha’[ers staf fteg” ,;yorkmg t,he Pacmc whatmg grounds in the
Iate lR‘SOs théy frgqueﬂtl_y stcrppedalong the {fal’;forma LOﬂrSt for.frest beef.,/

/
#
/ ’ .,u ,,

R A Al m/ail /Brere; gad been cdnsrlierablacomact between"
Cahff;rma and New Englafrd p;:or to 1849 and many &Sallo}', who suc-
cessml}y Jufnped ship to escape mtoler’hble gdnditionszon board, had a.
change ofjxeart éffer afewyeats in this newkmd and todk ths:f irst oppor;umty

o0 depar( ‘In the e&rfy part of the 15th cemury. Caljfornia could not:have :
been an overly attraotive, place o stay smtlemcms were—small few an far *
belween 1solatfed asthey were from Mexxco, theocchpants Were: ﬁorced ‘fo be, :-

" ‘_';" sétf-su.ff:cxent in almost everythmg &nd, the locdl economy provxded lmle,

' Q{h\than ccbwhldés to gchange with the occasxona% memhant ship. The .

e *'Txrst-r-ccord of a permanem Portuguese resident was tﬁat,,gf Antoniq-José

) B Rocha who, alqng with nmgother nien, déSerted an English ship in Monterey .
e iises Forengners’ were not welconrein Cahfomla at thdt time and the other
" vine deserters‘were réturied 1o their ship, Rocha. skxlleé asa carpemen and
blacksmuh was also a Catholic of Laurrhentage and, fg&r whatever;reasons, ,
‘was fiot fetuhfé&mms ship. He evemuﬂﬂy n}ad&ls wiy to the. Los Angeles
.drea. marfied and settled‘ there* One deserter; hewever, hardly cﬁnsﬂtu{_&s,

v

—— 'a"mlgraﬁé‘" "ana the totai numbez of fofelgncrs lmng in C‘élhfn}'ma increased ' _;._' s

' »

»
La P '.
"t' .

K ."- very-slowly By*‘r&"() about 130 foreigpc.rs were Imng‘m-the drea- and ostly

e,

= ~fxve of those we% Pormgz)ese it was ng, urm} Amoqlo Sll‘va atrived i m 1846 ‘
"fﬂ -that the first Portugut;?se 'whafe,r dcsei‘led hlS S‘hlp to,takc up hfe mCahfomla ‘3

L A -
. - f e

RSO bl : Gwen thé ngh{. :n‘&)uvanon condmons caﬂ changc w
: --: rapxdty uw;n in the 184€)s, when Word,hf the Caixiom:& gold. smke rmchgd
. “New. Engian& there wére mqﬁy sea tfz:ptams thqua!ready expegegcgd mw -
e Salli‘ng aroud Cape Hom G up«the west chagt ot North Amercal, T'he‘ o
i'usﬁ ‘was-on! The first n‘mpourmg from the cast Qo&s,t«consxstecl A ‘merr.
A .anerUS ta be hrsm‘n the goId fx‘olds, “"Fh?: gold fever dramed Npmucke’b.
" Sne- quigtter ofifs 'volmg 'popiation in mncrmmh&/la the sgnfe peneds;
'; s etght huhdred men,,lcft New Bedford fot, the mmc;s* e "._.5 L '.:?'“,‘g-'--

IR : 'Some of thcrf' rsr‘Pormguqse mmmranrs td‘ Cahf(n‘ma
mong‘. those %al‘ﬁng from New Be;lfurd atd.] \Iamuo.kei Saﬂmg as‘a
T e ; N /o :
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. passenger tu California, while certainly the most desirable way to travel,
was alsu the flust expensive. The crew on these sailing ships arrived in..
California at the same time the passengers did, and although the trip,was not
sv pleasant. it was equally fast. The initial rush to find gold was followed by a
determined effurt on the part of those who remained at home toshare in thls
new found wealth. Thére was an immediate need for all Kinds of food and
_ merchandise to yutfit these argonauts departing daily from San Frapcisco
and Sacramento. The merchants of New England were quick to r&pond
Again ships and sailors were needed to get the cargo to California qun.kl) e
For many, it was a one-way trip. “In July 1850, there were 512 abandoned,
vessels lying in front of the city of San Francisco, some with unloaded
cargoes™.” , Most of the Portuguese who availed themselves of the slow.
moving whélers missed the frenzied rush to be first, but there was still 50]3
, tobe found when they arrived. As they soon learned, though, fmdmg, gold

was not an easy task. ©

The geography of Califomia_figas»lﬁ well kqo'\;vn in
the 1840s and what many expected would be a relatively quick trip.to pick
up gold nuggets lying on the ground was not to be. Instead, they discovered
thatitwas a lunbjourne) in 1849 from San Francisco tathe Mother Lode, by

“buat, hurse ur afoot, and even longer to  the Klamath Mountaiis at the north
end of the Sacramento Valley. The would-be miner without sufficient .
resources tu purchasg the necessary equipment and supplies to sustain Him
in his search had little chance of success and many of the new artivals were
acutaly short of capital. As it tumed out, getting to the gold fields was the
zasiest part of being a g ner. Once.there, the real problems surfaced.”
difficulty in ubtaining food ( (w when it was available it was frequently poor-in
quality and always exorbntd\ptl) priced), miserable living conditions (many
‘miners had only rudimentary shelters, that offered little protection from the
harsh winter weather in the Sierra Nev dda Mountains), little, ifany, medical
treatment available (there was little hope for the unfortunate miner who
became serivusly ill or injured), and the constant threat of claim jumpers or
robbers (finding gold was one thing, g,ettmg, home with it was another).
Many 49ers became dnswurag,ed after a )ear or two and departed from the -
guld fields. thuse that were ﬁnanuall) able frequently returned home, the
rest sought a way to earn a llvmg, .

How many Portuguese there were in Cahforma in
1850 and ,whethu or not they were engag,ed n mmmg is not precisely,

3 3 N
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known. The first official census of California was taken in 1850 under,
admittedly,adverse conditions. The population was migratory and transient

and the result was, at best, a rough estimate. One hundred and nine Portuguese
were enume:rated in that census out of a total population of 92,597 The
Portuguesé firstbegan to arrivein Califgmia,in anyappreciable numbers, in

the 1850s; by 1860, when the next official census was conducted, the state’s
population had increaséd t0 379,994 and 1,580 were listed as being born in

© either Portugal or the Atlantic Islands® ' No doubt most of them were
reveals that there were 844 Portuguese miners scattered around the gold
fields of California. The majority went to the Mother Lode county east of
Sacram(enT_o, but a group of them wound up in the extreme northern part of
thestate in Hawkinsville, “the only Portuguese-dominated mining settlement
(that) persjsted throughout the latter part of the nineteenth century™.

Hawkinsville, never much Tore than a collection of miners’ shacks, was
gradually supplanted by its larger neighbor Yreka, but,as late as 1880 1t stll
had 313 iqhabitants and 175 of them were Portuguese. The early, labor
intensive, days of placer mining, w here alluv jal deposits were panned to find

>

gold-b'earing quartz into the side of a mountain by sinking shafts or blasting
:t,ﬁnnels The resulting ore had to be crushed in a stamp mill to separate the
gold from the quartz and bedrock. Mining companies were better able to
SuEport the costs involved in both hard rock and hydraulic mining, where
entire hillsides were washed away with high pressure streams of water; for
the individual miner the choice inéreasingly came down to working for a
large mining corporation for wages or getting out of mining. Many took the
latter alterndtive,

. - 4
T . Inmany ways,the life of a gold miner was not unlike
: A .

uncertain Disappointed miners began abandoning the mininf; fields in the
early 1R850s and turning to other occupations. the natural inclination was to

\
v . .
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attracted to California by the gold rush, the manuscript census for, that year

o an

particles of gold washed down from higher elevations. gradually gaveway to '
. h v . . DI . ,
.. more capital intensive, hatd rock mMining.whith.inv.olved follow inga-veinof - ———

,.' - . .
that of a w‘gaksr; the hours were long, the work was hard and the rewards

employ whatever skills and experiences'an individual already possessed. A

reign Born Populattonof Califorma”. l'npubhst_lcii,;&,l .A.Thesis. Univ.

* Alvin Gravcs, "Immi'granls in Agriculture. The Poftuguese Californians, 1850~ 19705,
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number ofPortug,uese turned back to the sea. As early as 1854,some of these
former whalers decided to try therr luck in California waters. In 1854, & San
Francisco new spaper reported "A number of Portuguese fishermen have
caught twenty-four whales of all kinds in the bay of Monterey since April
last™”" During the next thirty years, Portuguese whalers from the Azores
established shore w halinz, stations at a number of points along the California

" coast from Crescent City, near the Oregon border, to San Diego (See, Map

4) Many of these w halmg stations resembled a coastal village in the Azores,

Scattered around the foothills, which cofne to the
‘ water's edge, are the nearby whitewashed cabins of
. ] the whalers, nearly all of whom are Portuguese, from
C ‘the Azores or Western Islands of the Atlantic. They
» have their families with them, and keep a pig, shieep,
. L . goat, or cow, prowling around the premises; these,
' with a small garden-patch, yielding principally corn
and pumpkms make up the general pxcture of the

hamlet...”

. . These whalers pursucd the gray whales that annually
__migratein the winter from the Arctic waters around Alaska to the mating and
calving brounds off Baja Californiaand then back again in the spring. Their_
habit of migrating along the coastline made them an easy target ,for
exploitation by shore whalers The life of a whaling station depended upon
how successful the men were, some were very short. lived while others were
m?‘more or less continuous, operation "until shore whaling was finally
abandoned in the 1880s. Some stations mere well organized commercial
operations, others consisted of a few fishermen who would gef together and
decide to try their luck at whaling during ‘the slack fishing seasons, or men
who were farmers part of the year and whalers.in the winter and spring.”
Alet all of the shore whalers, however, wére Azoreans and occasionally
the same men were ipvolved in shore whaling at several drfferent T5¢ations.

) _ ' Captain Frank Anderson who is now sald tobe the -

, most experienced whalmg capfain on the coast, is a
R ‘native of the Azores Islands, his Portuguese name
having been dropped on naturalization in the United

v
‘5

“Edwin C Starks. A Histors of California Shore Whaling. Sacramento. 1922. P ||7.

™ Scammon, The Mare Mammals of the North-Western Coast of North Amertca. 'P. 23}}.‘.

™ Starks. A Histon of Caltfornia Shore Whaling. P. 20, . o
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States, asis the general‘custom among the natives of

the Azores. He was first a whaler on ships from New

Bedford, then came to California in 1866, and since

1873 he has had charge of whaling camps as captain.

*  He wasat San Lms Obispo until 1874, at Portuguese

f Bend till 1877, and at Pigeon Point until 1879, when
he with his entire company moved to Co;o Viejo™

v
3

The constant ovet-explontatlon of the whale popu-

4 latlon both along the coast and in deep water, inevitably led to a decline] in

the catch. The combination of fewer whales, difficulty in sec.urmg seamen,
and'increased wmpctmon from petroleum products gadually changed the'

image of the whaling lndustry after about 1870 from a very profitable ‘

enterprise to a very risky one, Many whalers were forced to turn to other

" ocgupations for  theirlivelihood. In California; commercial agriculture wasa. ., .

likely mcupatlon for many immigrants. In contrast to the east coast of the
United States, most' of the land suitable for cultivation in California was

settledin the last half of the 19th century. For theindividual with a knowledge

~of farmmg and theé inclination to use it, the possznhtxes seequ unlimited.

the land they tilled. The process usually took seVeral years.

Altlggl‘sh most of the land suitable for agriculture was already privately . |
%ﬁt was not being farmed intensively. Much of the land in California

fig utilized to graze cattle, an extenine system of land use, but the
large landholdings needed to support a family in such a system were
unnecessary and, in fact, wasteful in the eyes of the Portyguese and other
immigrants who were accustomed to making do with less N

Confident that they co\U/lz}earn a lm ng ona relauvely
small piece of land and encuuraged by the success of their countrymen who
had taken up farming whensmost other newcomers were still searching for
gold, Rortuguese immigrants increasingly turned to agriculture for a live-
lihood. Converting the dream of being an independent farmer into reality, |

‘ ‘however, was seldom an easy task. Almost all of the Poriuguese arrived i in
. Callforma with little or no money, in its place they brought a w1lhngncss to

work and endute hardships and personal sacrifice to achieve their goals..

A \1ustof thusc who ended.up as independent farmers slowly progressed.from

working 3 01 W ages to tenant farming and eventually to pri \ate ownership of

\\

" chrbn Brown Goudc The F(shene.s and Fisheny Indu.m) of the Lnud’dStates. Vol.V, Parl
[LP.55.°

“US. Congm. ‘Portuguese Farmcm Abuut San Lcandru.»Cahfurma". InImmugrant f armers
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i Theareas around San Francisco Bay, the arrival and
" departure point for the passengers and cargo bound for Califorma, and

Sacramento, the entrepét to the gold fields, were rapidly settled by people
Seeking an alternative to an uncertain life searching for gold. In the Censusof - .
1860, one in every four Portuguese men listed his océupatign assome type of
agricultural activity. Alameda and Contra Costa, the two counties directly .
across the bdy from San Francisco, had the greatest concentration of
Portuguese. followed by the area around Sacramentoin Yolo and Sacramento
‘counties.” Many of the Portuguese followed the time-honored tradition of
working as agricultural laborers until they could accumulate enough money
to rent and then eventually buy their own small farm. Utilizing the intensive
farming techniques of their homeland, they raised fruit and.vegetables which

.« ~found a.r8ady market in the nearby cities.

. Co ' ’}‘heareajustnorth.of-Saq"Francisco. Marin County,
islackingig flatland suited for cultjvation. but pussessesideal conditiotis.for
raising livestock. It soon became known for its dairy farms, many of them
spécializing in producing butter. Some of the large landowners quickly
discovered they could make better use’of their holdings by dividing them
into a number of small farms operated by ténant farmers on a share basis.

— T Theowner provided thé Tenced land, n"eEéSS:ary bu i‘ldihgsnéna'co;yx‘s while the
tenant-provided: . .

L3
T the dairy utensils. the needed horses and wagons, the
! L - furniture for the house, the farmimplements. and the
~ , necessary laborseThe terant pays.to the owner
twenty-seven dollars and a half per annum for each
: ~ cow, and agrees to take the best care of the stock and’
.. ' . ofall parts of the farm; to make the necessary repairs,
¢ and to raise for the owner annually one-fifth as many ,
calves as he keeps cows, the remainder of the calves
being kiileédand fed to the pigs. He agrees also to%Sell
v ' nothing but butter and hogs from the farm. the hogs

LA being eritirely the tenant’s pregerty.” ¢

P

in the Western States Senate Report uf the U.S. Immugration Commussion. ¥ ol. 24. Pl us. - .

Government Printing Office. 1911. Chap. XIV. P. 491, L .
' * Graves, “Immigrants in Agricult u'r‘c".‘Pp. 50-351. “* . ' *
™ CharlegsNordhoff. Northern Califorhia. Oregon. and ;lle Sandwtch Islands. New York.
1874. 80, , . . . - ; )
'
."El{llC o A oK v

- PAruntext provided by enic
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To take over one of these dairy farms in 1870, a tenant needed about $2,000
and experience raising cows and pigs. the experignce they had — the capital
they acquired. A number of Portuguese became tenant dairy farmers. For
" those lacking the capital to operate a dairy farm themselves, there were
alway’s jobs available as hired hands, * “The milkers and farm hands receive
thirty ‘dollars per month and ‘found’, and good milkers are in constant
demand™™ Graduall) a pattern of movement evolved among Portuguese
dalry men. young men would work as milkers on tenant farms operated by
other Portuguese, not mfrequentl) a relative or former acquaintance, until
they could accumulate enough money to become a tenant farmer themselves,
at the same time, the t$hant farmers were working to acquire enough capital
to buy their own herd and dairy farm. The tenant farms of the San Francisco
Bay area became a way-station for many Portuguese who later became
dairy farmers in the Central Valley of California.

’ As'a destlnauon for Portuguese 1mm|grants after
1870, Cahforma appeared, at first glance, to be onfy slightly moré attractive .
than Hawaii. the gold rush fever was subsiding, there. was n9 industrial |
development comparable to the textile mills of New England, and, to getto
California required a tiring cross-country trip from the east coast. In spite of
its apparent shoftcomings, the state was home to 3,435 foréign born
Portuguese in 1870, forty percent of the total Portuguese population of the
United States, and the attraction of friends and family overshadowed all
other considerations for the new immigrants. In addition. gogd ayricultural
land was sull availablein Cafifornia.

In the early 1870s. thie Portuguese in Alameda County,
directly across the bay from San Francisco, were noted as-being “amongst
the most thriving portion of our population, occupying as they do, small
farms of the best land and growing vegetables and fruit".® With the largest .
concentration of people in the state at that time, the San Francisco Bay area,
provideda ready marketfor the agricultural produt.eofihe region, Pfoximity
to this market increased the value of bay area land, but the Portuguese,
certain that good agricultural land would pay for itself, were willing to pay,
high prices for small parcels. So much so. that a writer in Alameda County
was prompted to note, with tongue in cheek, “A Portuguese advancing
toward your p‘reMises for the purpuse of ne%otid_ting a purchase, adds much

’ » ’

Ridbid, P. 181,

~ Williani Halley . The Contennal Year Book of Alameda County., Cuhjunu Qukland. 1876.
Pp. 292293, e y
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greater enhancement t'c_> its value than the 'assurances,pf\hav\i_ng a railroad
pass through your veranda"® . “% -

- - ¢

‘ As new_immigrants continued to buy land in and
around San Leandro, a farming community in Alameda County, it gradually
became known as the Portuguese center in the bay area. In contrast to the

M .

size of traditional California landholdings, most Portuguese farms were
quite small. In 1908; the United States Immigration Commission inter-
viewed Portuguese farmers in San Leandro as part of their Immigrant
Farmers in the Western .'S'ta({es: study and found the average Portuguese farm
holding Wwas'46.6 -acres>while the median farm size was 12.5 acres® Like
many other farmers in the United States at that time, the Portuguese in San
Leandro produged al'q}ost all of their oyvnnfood supply. They all kept gardens
and fruit trees, almost all had a fev:ﬂz milk cows which furnished milk and
butter, and over half of them kept swine to help provide part of their meat. _
One notéworthy difference that the study found between Portuguese and
American farmers was that “the former employ their cotuntrymen practically
10 the exclusion of other races whether as regular or as temporary hands”® ...
The process whereby Portuguese immigrants settled in San Leandro and

0

gradually converted itinto a Egntuguese.community»was~ vividly-described = - -~

)

v

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
g o
ot v

by one of the characters in Jack London's novel, The Valley of the Moon:

4
’

. Forty years ago Silva came from the Azores. Went
- : sheep-herdin’ in the mountains for a couple of years,
then blew in to San Leandro. These five acreswasthg
first land hé'Tased. That was the beginnin’, The’_ﬁ_"’.'.,-
began leasin’ by the hundreds of acres, an’ by-thd
hundred-an"sixties. An’ his sisters an’ his uncles an’
> his aunts begun pouiin’ infrom the Azores — they’re
* " all related there, you know; an' pretty soon San
- - Leandro was a regularberchugeeze settlément.®

»

. Sucéessful férming in California during the latter :
part of the 19th century required a knowledge of agricultural practices, good
land and a market for the prodtce. Being able‘to make the land produce wasa

.~ XN

*® Ibid. P. 198, .

" Immigrant Farmqr; in the Western States. p. 490, - *
" Ibid. Pp. 490—491. fa

~

® Jack London, The Valley of the Moon. New York. 1914,

" .
D . v
. . . o
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“necessity instilled in Azoreans from early childhood, to survive in their
homeland they had to learn how to maximize production from every bit of
land. It was only natural that Port@fuese immigrants applied that san%

et

. knowledge and determination to farming in California.
N 8 a :

It hurts a Portuguese to waste an inch of land. He'll
i ” buy the best land out of doors — knews the-best
when he sees it too — and will pay a top pnce
) ~ wnhout question or flinching; but after he.gets it he
' y wantsevery inch of it to be working for him, night
- | and day, every minute of thé growing season.
* Oné of these town orchards in San Leandro has
;o currants between the orchard roys, beans betweenc

' the currant rows, a tow of beans close on each side of‘
thée trees, and, bea’;s from the end of the rows to the
o~ " wheeltracksin the stregt. Not satisfied‘with thiSdegree
L+ of imensweness andmterplantmg,the owner doubled
. the'number of rows in the space or cofner where his
! private S1dewalk jomeci the pu,bhc street.“‘ . ,

.o [ Ty

.

. By 1880, when the Portuguese forexgn bornin Cali-

« forma numbered 7,990; well over sixty pen,ent were working as farmers or

farm laborers and more than seventy petcent of them were living in the

Central Coast area¥” While the Central Coast, which stretches from San Luis |

. Obispo County in.the south to Sorioma County in the north, was home for

. more than seventy percent of all Portuguese in California, sixty percent of '

the total were concentrated in the San Francisco — Oakland Bay Area and

predominantly engaged in agricultural activities of one type or another.

Although the other thirty percent were spread around the state, they too

tended to be concentratgd in a relatively small number of fbcatxons and’

occupations. The Sacramento Valley, which is in the northérn third of the

« Central Valley, and particularly the area in thg vicinity of Sacfamento,

accounted for about eleven percent of the total Pos ése population with

most ;of the working popufatmn en;,ag,ed in rlculture some wereg also

owupled in fishing and urban griented jobs ifr the city. Gold mining Was
still an 1mportant occupation for a small number of Portuguese 1mm|grax;ts )

1n 1880, the largest concentrations were located in the majox mining centers

‘ ,1 -2 R
' N

e Fgécst Cnissey. Where Opportumty Knocks Twice, Chlcag,o 1914. Pp 7475,

el

# Graves. "Immigrafits in Ag,ncuhurc Pp 5253, - <
) ) .
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in the Sierra.Nevada Moumams whtle alesser numbemould sull befoundin
the northern part of the state. . The San Ioaqum Valley, which is in thet,
southern Jwer -thirds of the Central Valiey was nola,ble for'the number of -
P\wguese shedp rdisers and terrders as well’ as az,npulturahsts ‘Another ! ]
" minor concentration was located in Mcndouno County. along the Norlh P

coast where they worked in the forestry industrigs. Soythern Califorma had

the fewest Portug,uese in, 1880, with a small community of former/shore-

. whalers living in the Los Angeles area and an active whaling broup in Santa.
Barbara Céunty.® Ov er half of all the Portug,uese in the United States were -

> livingin California in 1880." these ng‘ummngrﬁs overwhelmingly chose:”
" agnculture asan o&cgpzmeﬁ :m/dﬂmeda County and the surroundmg bav .
area as their preferred residential locauon . . , .

. b .

A K]

- ¢

. Beu‘t@r 1880 arict 1900 the number of forexgn born
Portuguesem(‘ahforma almosf doubled, bu thebeneml Io;atmnal pattern
c.hanged only slightly during the twenty years. Thirty-two percent of the .,

15,583 forelgn born Portuguege lmng,m Californiain 1900 could be found i .
Alamedd Coumy “Contra_Costa Count)‘ on_the north side -of A’lgmeda .
Coumy and Sama Clara County, on the sotth side, each accounted for

s . another seven perqem of the Portuguese i xmmlg,rams, while Marin County.

- _ north of San. Frdnmsco. retained 5.2  percent and Saf Francxsuo Counly 39
percent. Tog,ether those dive bay' area counties were home to M’ty five ,
percenlofalltheforex;,n born Portuguese in Californiaig 1900 and, asMapS- , ’ «

. Jdllustrates, were at thie core Jofa predominantly ¢oastal pattern of distri bution - )
concencrated between Marin County m the north and San Luis Oblspo

Coumy in the south.: . R - BN
v ‘

¢ T A . The tempo of out- -migration from the Azoresreached '
its peak between 189Q and 1920 as the inhabitants teluctandly fled from thre
difficult lif¢ in their homeland. The Portuguese pupulation of the Hawanan.., .
Islands and the east coast also increased dramatically and Californta's .
perc‘en&age of the Uhited States' total stabilized at about one-third; in 1900
the £5.583 fdreign born Portuguese in CalifSrnia represented 32.4 percentof :

» thenation stotal Cahforma spopulatlon ofPortu;,ueselmmlbrants‘doubled
‘agai bv 1920 when\ ‘they numbered 33,025 After 1920, new and. more >
restrictive immi gmtnon laws, together wnh worsu;u ng ewnomu condmons

' i ' Ve »
N

"’1[){(_[; Pp\‘ﬁx-—(x'Z. . - . : - 0 ]

* Ibid. P.932 C . ‘ .
* Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920, Val. 3. f’apulalio)n.
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. .' for Lm(ed Statcis farmers. bruubht new 1mm1gmt|on tod urtual standsnll
. o and pronddd the necessary ipcentive for a substantial return migration of
dlsem.hantéd immigrants, At the close of the scwnd stage of migration in
Ty 930, Cahformas foréign born Portuguese populatlon tataled 35,395 and
© hgir offspring nedibered another 63,799, together they comprised a Por-
tuguese population of 99. 194. Those 35 395 forelg,n born Portu;,uese
_ constituted 32.4 pergent&of the nation’s tofal — the exact same percentage
- foupdin the state in 900, Withif Cahformd. however, a major change had
ou.urrcd in the loudtwn and oce up.;mon uf the Portul,ucsepepulatlon inthe
. . coursg of thirty years. While Alameda County still represcnted the single
b larg,est concentration of Portuguesg_in the state, its share had declined to-
. "w -6 perdent. More 1mportantl) the g,encml focus of Portug,uesc seftlement
! S had shlfted away from the Centra] Coast and to the ‘Central Villey of
. gdllf\)mla””An eight-county area in the Cgmal Valley, consisting of Solano
.-dnd Saurdm;:mo on the north end, King and Tulare on the south, and the four
- cduntles in between, which accounted for slightly more than ten pergent of
' the fore.lbn born Portyguese population in 1900 when the state’s total was
\ 13‘083 now reprc,scnted thlrty fl\e percent of thc state’s 35, 393 Portuguese
Y 1mm1grams (See, Map 5) A

v ey v

The move toward the Central Valley after 1900 was
at feast partially motivated by the perceirved opportumtlcs there for dairymen.
\105( of the garly Portuguese dairymen started out it Marin County, north of
San Francisgo, and gradually madg the transition from milker to tenant
l'armcr, to owner. After the turn of the century shegp raising declined in the
Central V alley as range tand was divided up by irrigation canals, some of the
Portugugse who.had farmerly tended sheep turned to dairy cows and
irnpgated pasture. To helpmilk the cows and Yun the daines these Portubuese
dairymen hired other Portuguesg and encauraged relatives and friends from
_ the Azores to join them, after.a few )ears of milking cows and saving their
. . money, man) ufthc.selmmlbranbstdrtcdthcrr own dairies and An turh, sext
fot more immigrants to join them. This self-perpetuating sytcm reinforded, '
the ties which existed between, the immigrant population in California and
sthe %ores by pl‘oﬂdl ng both de"stmatlon ang employment for friends and
relatiVes anxious to leave the Awrg.s by Furnishing a continuing suppl) of

ried labor for. ¢ expgnding dairy lnduzsm and by ureating a growing class
¢ (i\;cntrepl’ene rs anxmus to get started with their own dairy., i .
. .-',0'-4‘:‘ . L, R ‘e
’ e . - : ‘ N : ' '
.2 e Crissey. Where Oppartunity: Knocks Twice, P, 68=71. \ *" !
LI N :.. NN . .' . . ‘.. . f
. . C LT S o : .
) L « i . .
o .. S 5 0 )
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" Iri many ways the dairy industry was ideally suited
for the’f’o'rtugu'ese immigrants. Although they were pourly educated and had
“litle kno"wledgg: of tools and machinery. they were shilled in raising and

. caring for livestock. Theirinability to speah English madélittle differencein
the daily life of running a dairy. tied to the farm by the necessity of milking
the animals both morning and night. théy seldom needed to communicate
with anyone other than hired hands. who inevitably were Portuguese
themselves, and the cows. who produced milk regardless of what language ..
the dairymen- spof(e In addition. the initial investment nee®ed to start a
dairy was minimal: other than the cows themselves. the necessary facilities
could be rented or worked on a share basis until such time as eﬁc')ugh land
could be purchased to establish ;;n owner-uperated dairy. The.dal'ry industry
expanded rapidly in the Central Valley after 1910 and the Initial success of
Portuguese dairymien encouraged others to join them. In 1923 eighty-five

. Percent of the dairymen in Merced and Stanislau$ Counties were reported to |
be Portuguese and by 1930 they were well established throughout the San

' Joaquin Vdlley dairy industry.» ( ‘

. The'overwhelming success of Portuguese immigrants

in the California dairy industry should not overshadow the fact.that while . .
' ﬁ"lari)"suc‘ce”é‘de'd, many also failed. The day-to-day life of running a dairy,
like any othef business. was filled with challenges and difficulties. Some rose
_tathe occasion. while others weré not so fortunate. As one Pbrtuguese dairy

farmer's wife recalled.
1 3

' '
—
!

o '
¢

My husbartd had five qrsix milkers— all f’onuguese

— working on the dairy. When milking machines

. . were introduced no one knew how (o use them and
. ‘ they left them on the cows too long and ruined some
¢ - of the cows. When'the government started inspecting
cows for T.B., in 1937, they took almost all of our

- cows — milkers and dry stock too — we were left
with only eighteen cows. Everyone was so nervqus,

no one knew what to do. Eac¢h milker had only one or

two cows to milk. It was a veor)" serious time. We had

to start building a new "herd. We bought tén big

holsteins and the first one kicked a milking machine

all apart — she had never had a machine on her

\

LI}
* Graves. “Imnugrants m Agriculture”™ P 120
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pefore.It,(oBk231Ic;ngtirﬂé{o?{y'go'rebui‘ld thef‘le.r,d.A N e
\ 'ffl_ot of dairies went out ofbuéin@ss;_gheyj?‘ o R .
* T . - . - -t . ".'"', ,.,\ o, .« o
‘ ’ Following World War [ high'ikages offéred for,milkers
attracted a number of Dutch and Pottuguese immigrants to the dairy farms ...
in the Los Angdles area. In the process of making the transition from milker
to owner thcyi‘ntroduced.an entirely new concept into ﬁie'd%_ury industryof _
southern California. Unable to purchase large land holdings,_ te proilg_cjg X
extensive pasture for their cattle, they kept them in corrals, as théy had in
“their homeland. and prought feed to them. It soon became apparent that
dairying on small units of land, based on a system of corral feeding, was-both
feasible and profitable.2 This néw technique of corral feeding, ot drylot
dairyingasit came td be known, was rapidly copied by other dairy operators -
and by 1935, virtually the entire southern Los Angeles milkshed had been
transformed into dry-lot dairying™ Portuguese dairymeén eventually
dominated the’ dairy industry in the San Joaquin Valley and bécame so
associated with dairying throughout the SIJL'? that the words Porfuguese™

* and dairy farmer” became almost synonomgus. e . .
= The C&fitral Valey of California also offered ample

opportunitiesfor the would-be fafmer’e}nd thie Portuguese responded to the
challenge in a vdriety of‘w'ays‘. In 1888 John Avila introduced the sweet . . E
potatointo the Atwater area of Merced County, it became major commercial
- crop and he became known as the “father of the sweet potato industry™.** By

the beginning of the second decade of this century, Poruiguese_farmé'rs were .
noted'growing strawberries near Merced, cherry orchards and asparagus in -
Stockton. sweet potatoes and pumphins'in an orchard in Oakdaley and lima
beansin Ventura.® “Aspractical farmers, the Portuguese of the Pacific Coast
-—.who: were almost exclusively from the islands of the Azores — have few '

" peers”* The most difficult obstacle to overcome these immigrant
farmers was acquiring enough land to enable them to b’:§me more than just

' v . - .
¢ B . N ~

* Interview with Maria B. Diniz n Patterson. Californa. on Nov. 25. 1978,

, %John G Gicldlhg “Dairying in the Lgs Angclcs; Milkshed. Factors Affecting Character and
Location™ Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. Univ. of Caldornja at Los Angeles. P. 32.
. i 7

“ibid P.69.

) ~ N
* Marioct da Silveira Cardozo. The Portuguese in America 590 B.C. — 1974, New York. 1976.

P. 3. . .
. «
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" Crissey, Where Opporwnity Knocks Twice Pp 78~81. =
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. s&bsis&,mc farmcrs W ork:ns sumeofe elac sland OfL. a shdre bdsxs ur bei ng d
" tenant fa;rmer was{he easiest way to,start but itoffered little security. E»ery )
o 'farmz.r wanted tu.uwn his oD, land. but it was not easy.tv accomplish.
Lmkmh back. one fgrrmer s wife skl remembered the, constant strubgle to
7Y, lyéémoﬁﬁmdependent farmer Vi . e

” M
s -

Lmed in Stevenson for eleven months ;after -I got
married then my husbanﬁs partner,, \vanted to sell .-
out, and return'tg the old country. The) sold out. My o
husband looked ‘all over for a prece of Eround ‘He.
e hnally foutd 20 acres here in Patterson (Stanislaus
L T Cty ) ahid we bought it for:511 000' it mcluded eight ™
e . “tows and a‘small barn. Wé lived there for six years
Tt .+ . and then we bought the ten acres where this house -
o h is. My husband mortgaged the twenty acrgs Wthh
ST " . were clear then and;omed alifei insurafice group to,—,w
L e i - ..make sure that ] wouldn't be left without anythmg it
somethmg shoufd happen to him. Then we bought  ~
A : lhe twenty acres next to us and finally the next ten "
A acrés. 1 was unhappy when hé bought the*l;xst ten_
G e acres because.| thought we were never gmng—to be:.,
oo ™ Sutof debt. We finally ended up with'sixtyacres. It~ ©
» o . . = tookus alongtimeto pay forit. I was;ust hdrd wor.k. ‘
S and paying debts"."' - : ) n

Y E

"

e ' K *+ Althoughi, whalmg dnsappeared as an economxc
- “activityhy the turn uf the century, o relatively small number of Portuga'ese m—
California \.ontmuudtq garn their hnhhoud as commercial fi shermen. The
. _ San Frdncisco Ba) Aréq Wwas the early center of Portuguese fishing, butm
.'4876 a smal group of "Azoreans, who had been working as fishermen in -
Gloucestcr, Magssachusetts, decided tamove to California. Part of the.é,mup
werit to thc San Frdnusw ared and the others ended up_ |n the small cnty of

RS

. “part of town Ponnt Loma. as th;: dared, was named grad,ually evolved i into.a
L selfsuffnuent?ortubmse flshmb\.ummumty remlms\.enl of the Azores. The
S, families raised then‘ own fruit and \egembles. carried wood from the hills

andbéaches for mé}ung and even brought frcsh waterin barrels from across
; the bay.™ The Purtugue&e and Itahans dummated the fresh flsh busmess n

‘- 2 . 1

L

’

“ lnlv.rnc\\ with Alcxumlrm'l Alves in P:mcrson. California. on Nov., 25, |“)78. !

« Olncr Never Baclmard Pp 23--24, !
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. )
-  San Diego: what was notsold locally was dried and sent north to the Central
EEI Valley. In the early part of the&h‘century they began to pack the fish inice
and ship them to Los Angeles. As the fresh fish business prospered the
immigrat fishermen maintained the tradition ofencouraging relatives and
friends to join them. The impetus for a major change in the Portuguese
cgmmuﬁity of San Diego came out of World War land the efforts to preserve
fish by canning. In 1919 a Portuguese fisherman was hired to supply a local
cannery with fresh tuna and the first aftempt was made to preserve that
' particular varietyof fishinacan.® Such \\‘as'ghé beginning of the commercial
tuna fishing fleet of San Diego and the Portuguese association with that
industry. The San Diego tuna fleet grew rapidly after 1920 and wag manned
predominqntl}g\y Portuguese fishermen.™ Althoug’h thenumber of Portuguese
) invol\/edinthecatchingandcanningoftunaremainedsmallinrelation tothe _
’ totalJPortuguese population of California, they played a major role 1n the
. development of the tuna industry in San Diggo. As the tuna fleet grewsodid
the close-knit Portuguese community on Point Loma and the association
between the two was sufficiently strong that many of the people in San .
. Diego came to refer to Point Loma as “Tunaville"."™ The tect logggemployed
inf tuna hishing has changed radically since those early days in 1920, but the
Portuguese have retained a prominent place in the industry.

-, Viewed collectively, the migratitaexperience of a
people frequently obscures_the heartaches of dislocation. the fear of the
unknown, the hardships and struggles involved in starting life anew, and the
joys and sorrows that are a part of every day living for immigrants and
non-immigrants alike. The most difficult aspect of a collective migration to
capture and appreciate is the affect that the experience had on the idividuals
involved. The real life experience of a single individual related by a

) descendent, while not typical — in the sense that there is no such thing as a
typical immigrant — illustrates the human side of the Azorean migration to
California and the United States. )

, Manuel A. was born in the Azores on the island of
Terceirain 1869 and was working as an errand boy when he decjded to come.
'to America to avoid being drafted into the Portuguese army. In 1889 some

5 * )
*Fredenich G Witliams. Qs Inicios da Pesca do Atuin en San Dicgo™. keFirst Symposium on
Portuguese Presence i Cabiforma. San Franeiseo. 1974, P. 7. .

“HC Godsil. The High Seas Tuna Fishen of Caltformia Sacramento. 1938. P..17.

“ Michael K Orbach. Aunters, Seamen and Entrepreneurs The Tuna Seinermen of San
. Diego Berkeley. 1977 P 7 ‘
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t

men hid him with the trunks in a cargo ship and he came to America as a
stowawdy on a sailing ship. It took him thirty-seven days to reach the United
States. The first year he was in this country he worked in a lumber mill in
Vermont for $20.00 a month, but it was awfully cold and he didn'tlike it. He
decided to go to California where he had an older brother and ended up in
San Francisco at the Portuguese Hotel. He stayed there until he got a job .
working in the lumber mills in Humboldt County at $25.00 a month. He

'saved his muney and soon went into partnership with his brother in a small

dairy where they separated the cream from the milk, sold the cream, and fed
the skim milk & hugs. They raised their own vegetables, including potatoes,
and butchered a hog when they needed meat, they only went to town twice a
year to buy staples and supplies. The partnership lasted twelve years when
they decided to sell out and Mdpucl returned to the Azores to see his mother.

When he was preparing to leave for the Azores, in

- . 1905, a Portuguese woman in Arcadia asked him to

“take a few things back to her parents and sister who

also lived in Terceira. He ended up-marrying the

woman's sister and they had four children in the

V! «  Azores, but two of them — both girls — died of

dysentery. After siXyears Dad realized that he could

never be able to make a sufficient living in the Azores

so he decided to return to America before he ran out

of money. He left the Azores. for the second time,

+  with his wife and twoboysin 1911. This time the trip.

“ » was made by steamship and took only seven days.”™

‘ One of the two boys got sick coming over and never

fully recovered: he died after they reached California.
v

x

. From the east coast the family traveled to California
by train; it was a tiring, seven day trip across the
country. Seven weary days of dirt from' the soot and
ashes of the train, and of caring for a sick boy. They
returned to Arcadia where Mom’s sister lived, but
the area did not seem to offer much promise and
after the boy died they moved to Gustine (Stanislaus
County) where Dad's older brother had been since
1905 and Dad went back into partnership with him.

We lived in Gustine for three years and E. was born

. there i 1912. Front there we moved to Turlock
N *®
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(Stanislaus Cty.) where Dad bought a twenty-acre
farm. We stayed there for three years and J. was born
there in 1916. Afterwards' we moved to Ceres
(Stanislaus Cty.) where Dad operated a dairy on a
share basis until 1925 ‘when he bought a dairy in
Salida (Stanislaus Cty.). Mom came down sick about
a year after J. was born and had a major operation.

- Two years after we moved to Salida Mom died at the

age of forty-nine. E. was fifteen then and had to take
over the housekeeping‘ duties; she. had finished

" grammar school but she never went back to school,

In addition to the dairy, Dad raised melons, pump-
kins, potatoes and vegetables of all kinds; what we
didn’t eat or give away was fed to the pigs. Times
were difficultin the 1920s and 1930s. We raised most
of our own food and we did without a fot of things,
We received a new outfit of clothes once a year and

" . the rest of the year the clothes were patched and

L8

Y

dip our shoes in 's'heep?ﬂg

repatched. There were few luxuries. E. took-care.of -

the house and M., the older brother, and J. helped on -

the dairy and worked part-time for the neighbors
wheé} they could. :

In 1925 an epidemic of hoof-and-mouth dis_e:ase

broke out in the valley and al] the infected cows had
Lo be destroyed. It was especitilly bad in the Fresno,

Merced and Gustine areas and everyone was under
agreatdeal of pressure because they were afraid that

it would-hit-their cows. Everyone was worried about’

o

the-disease and when we,wvent to school we had to

we arrived and when we left to g0 home. Some
people had nervous bréakdowns because they lost

all YEIrReed — it was a dreadful time, We didn't

have any cows come_down with it, but Dad was
really worried. One day the dog followed our horses

- when a neighbor borrowed them and,when the dog

came back he was tired-out and had saliva dri pping
from his mouth. Dad was so afraid that thedag might
have hoof-and-mouth disease and tfe dairy would

L]

= adisinfectant — when

L]
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end up quarantined and the cows killed that he killed
our dog — the best dog we ever had. Dad was under
t ‘a lot of tension. ' '

. We always spoke Portuguese at home. Dad could
‘ read and write English but Mom r'léver learned any
English. Mom never had the opportunity to go to
school in the Azosgs, but Dad taught her how to sign
her name. Dad réceived a Portuguese language
newspaper from:©akland and used to read to Mom.
. When we lived in Ceres, the landlord used to teachi us
« some English words, other than that we didn"t know
any English before we started to, school.

it

children to help work at home.than to go to school,
1 and get an education. You didn’t need an .education
: to farm; you needed to learn hdw to work and to
farm. Dad kept M. out of school a lot to help with the
work on the dairy and he didn't get much, formal

day the truant officer came to our house and threat;
ened to arrest Dad if he kept J. out of school ome more
time. The combirfation of trying tolearn the language,
moving several times, and missing a lot of school
resulted in our repeating grades. ‘ :

Dad never became a citizen — he was still afraid a
_war might break out and he would get called — that
_was the reason why he left the Azores. Mother never

became axcitizen eithér. Dad joined the UPEC (

provided insurance benefits for their members. Dad
sold the dairy cows in 1934 and leased the ranch. He
- - -died in 1942 at the age of 73.\%

Between 1870 and 1900 two noticeable changes

L

.. " Interview wnh Elsic tAvila) Madiel and John Awla m 'Vludam California, on Novcmbcr
24 1978.

]

« 6., -
5. v

—_— eduMtion. He also kept J. out of school to help. One

, fraternal organization for men) aftér hecame back to ' )
o California with his family and Mom belonged to the __
SPRSI (a fraternal organization for women). Both"

a " Thibold timersthoughtitwasmoreimp&r:tz;ﬁﬁerthei .
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occurred in the Portuguese pophlation of the United States. the first was a
substantial ificrease in the absolute number of Portuguese. and the second
was the sudden appeararice of a significant Portuguese immigrant population
in the Hawaiian [stands. The 8.605 foreign born Portuguese enumeratgd by
the Census of 1870 had increased to 48,099 thirty years later. The relative
distributiont in 1900 closely followed the pattérn which was well established
by 1870. Massachusetts, California and Rhode Island accounted for 75.5

‘percent of the foreign born Portuguese, with an additional 15.9 percent of the

American total located in Hawaii. These four political entities together

represented 91.4 pércent of all the foreign born Portuguese in the United
States in 1900. By 1930.,the nimber of foreign born Portuguese in the
United States and its possessions exceeded 100,000 for the first time and
when their American born offspring were included, the second generatjon,
the total reached 278.726. The pattern of distribution, however, changed
very'little from 1900; Massachusetts, California, Rhode Island and Hawaii
still accounted for 90.5 percent of ail Portuguese foreign white stock. Hawaii
and Rhode Island did switch relative ranks between 1900 and 1930: Rhode
Island continued to attract Portuguese immigrants untl the mid-1920s, but
few Portuguese migrated to the Hawaiian Islands after 1900. Instead there
was a noticeagle out-migration of.Portugues&immigrants from Hawaii to
California: The relative concentration of Portuguese remained, however,
within the same four,political units (See, Table 1).

Proximity to the Azordswas certainly not one of the
attributes of the Hawaiian Islands, just getting there entailed a journey
one-third of the way around the world. And yet. by lf)OO'sixteen percent of
the foreign born Portuguese population of the United States andits territories
were living in these islands. This sudden risein the Portuguese‘populatién of
the Hawaiian [slands is noteworthy both for the rapidity and the manner in®
whichit occurred. Prior to 1870 there were only about 400 Portuguese living
in‘the islagdy virtually all of them were remnants. in one way or another, of
. From the 1840s, until whaling began its sharp decline in-the

haling grounds were the major source of whales for the
Americyn fleet. Diting that time, and particularly after the discovery of gold
in California, the Hawaiian Islands flourished as the principal outfitting and
transshipment center for the Pacific whaling fleet. The large numbers of
Azoreans engaged in whaling made it inevitable that many would come in
contact with the Hawaiian Islands and that some would end up there
permanently. Some'deserted their ships. while others chose to remain 1n the
islands when theawhalers, laden with oil and bone. set sail for their home port
inNew Englaw continuing shortage of crewmen made it easy tosignon

e . 6.s
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TABLE 1

PORTUGUESE POPULATIOM OF.-THE UNITED STATES: 1870— 1930

1900

b

JANOD AFHL L3X ANV

z

1870 19302 19302
Political Unit . Nimber "% Number % Numtzcr % Nﬂumhc‘r %
California J435 40.0 15.583 R4 35395« 324 Y 99494 35.6
Connecticut - 21 26 655 14 245 21 s
Hawaii | L - - 7.668 159 A3 34 19.121 6.8,
Ilinois , 836 9.9 - - - - - _
Massachusetts . 2,555 29.7 17,885 37.2 A3402 39.7 105.076 377
New lersey | - - e . o 2,655 33 5009 18
New York kX 39 823 1.7 7.758 7.1 7.758b 2.8
Rhode Islarid ' 189 2.2 2.865 59 1169 107, 29007 104
Allothers ¢ T o 17 258 s L6713 . 8680 2 "
' ) TOTAL  8.605° 100.0 48.099 100.0 09,114 100:0 2872 . 1000
& T r

Sources "Twelfth Census of the United Smles, 1900. Vol. I1. Populauon Part 11. . )
- *Fifteenth Census of the United S{ates 1930, Vol. L. Population, General Repom

Notes: Foreign white stock., Includes forug,n bor;g[ﬂartugucsc andtheir children — the first and second generation | '

e

\) **1 on foreign white stock of Porlug,ucsc heritage not listed for New York in 1930,
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. (A
with another ship headed for the whaling grounds, and the islands, so similar

to their homeland were, for many, preferable to the long journey back
to the unfamiliar climate of New England. With the gradual decline of
whaling, the Portuguese who remained in the islands reverted to a lifestyle
more typical of their homeland, »

With its rich volcanic soils and tropical climate,
Hawaii possessed two of the three basic ingredients necessary to develop
and sustain a substantial sugar cane industry. The only thing lacki ng was a
continuous supply of cheap labor: to solve that problem the government, in
conjunction with the plantation owners, turned toimmigration fromabroad.
Chinese men were the first group to come to Hawaii to work inthecanefields

in ariy substantial numbers: but the government was unsuccessful in its

E

efforts to attract Chinese women to immigraté to the islands. The arrival of
large numbers of single Chinése males soon aroused a negative' reaction
among the gene;al population of the islands and the plantation owners and
government began to cast about in search of a source of family immigrants

as a long-term solution to the need for plantation workers. The former

whalers from the Azores and Madeira Islands had, for the most part, turned
to agriculture by the 1870s, either on their own smali farms or as workers on
the plantations and ranches on the islands, and had proven themselVes to be
industrious workers. : ’ ;

S———— '

. A former resident of Hatwaii, everalert to the plantérs’
need for cheap labor and the opportunity to benefit personally from that

‘need, made a strong case for importing Portuguese immigrants to solve the

labor problem in the islands. In a Jetter from the Madeira Islands in 1876, he
wrote, v :

In my opinion your islands could not possibly get a

; more desirable class f immigrants than the popu-
lation of the Madeira and Agore Islands. Sober,
honest, industrious and peaceable, they combine all
the qualities of a good settler and with all this, they
areinured toyour climate. Their education and ideas
of comfort-and social requirements are just low
enough to make them content with the lot of an

. isolated settler and its attendant privations, while on

“

" RalphS. Kuykéndall, 7he Hawatian K. tngdom. Vol. 1111874~ 1893. The Kalakaua Dynagty.
Honoluju. 1967. Pp. 119~ 122, - . :

'
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the other hand their mental capabilities and habits of
work will ensure them a much higher status in the

* next generation...'% <
1

) The Portuguese, to all app€arances, were ideal candidates for the cane fields
| '“ﬁand serious Niegotiations were soon initiated. When the final agreements
* were completed in 1877, the board of immigration for the Hawaiian Islands
had agreed to incur the cost of transportation for immigrants and their
. families from the Madeira and Azores Islands and to provide them with jobs,
at $10.00 per month, lodging, rations and medical care. On their part, the
Portuguese immigrants were required tosigna contrz:c)ggreeing to wogk on
the plantations for 36 months. Withdrawing from the contract, or failure to
“comply with it after reaching Hawaii, obligated the immigrant to reimBurge
the board for the cost of his passage.

. The first Portuguese immigrants arrived in Honolulu
in 1878, between then and 1899, twenty-one ships deposited 12,780 Madeiran l
and Azorean Islanders in Hawaii."™ Elevén of the twenty-one were sailing/
vessels and for them it was a’long, slow trip from the eastern Atlantic Ocean, ’
around Cape Horn and on to the Hawaiian Islands. One of the 400 passengers

“sailing on the ship Thomas Bell in 1887 kept a daily journal of the 156 day
tr1p, hus remarkable account recreates in microcosm the experiences of many .
of the Portuguese immigrants bound for Hawaii. rough seas, disease, deaths,
births, marriages, becalmed seas, food shortages, infestations of bedbugs,
stormy weather, fights between passengers and crew and among the
passengers themselves, buredom, promiscuity, the Christmas season, dancing, '
fishing, and waiting — such was their lot."® ‘ , : < )

» ¢

]

Of the 12,780 Portuguese immigraﬁts who arrived ’
between 1878 and 1899, 42 percent were men, 19 percent women, and 39
percent children. The Census of 1900, taken just two years after Hawait was
annexed to the United States in July, 1898, recorded 7,668 foreign born
Portuguese in the islands, '™ most of them were relatively new arrivals.

Y

« “w .o,

“ Ibud, P.123. -

[y ] .
w Lucrle de Stlva Canario Jtrans.), “Destination, Sandwich [slands, Nov., 8, 1887 By Joao
™ Baptista d'Ohiverraand Vincente d'Ornellas. In The Haw auan Juurnal of History. Vol 4, 1970,

Pp- 4951, " - L [
) 8 Ibed, Pp. 350, . S
v Twelpth Census of the United States, 1990. Vol. 2, Population. Part 2. Washiqgldn. D.C., .
‘ 190, o . R . "
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Between 1906 and 1909 three n}ore steamshrps arrived with an addrtrohal.

314 immigrants, theréby raising the total number of Portuguese who .
rmmrgﬁ'ated as contract laborers to 16,094.™ The apparent success in

attracting Portuguese families to immigrate'to Hawaii was tempered by the
) " expepse of the’ program, the fong voyage from the Madeira and Azores
Islands together with the high percentage of ehr?lren resulted in a high cost
per working immigrant. After complying with the terms of their contract,
many of the early immigrants took advantage of therr relative proximity to
the west coast of the continental United States and moved on to California.
Some of the later arrivals left almost rmmedrately for Califopaa.™ The
planters and government soon came, to the conclusion that thg liabilities of
sponsOrrng LPortuguese imntigration were greater than the benefits and
began {o seek a supply of cheap labor closet tg home. Their subsequent
success in’ attracting cane field workers from Japan brought a close to the
rmpor‘tanon of Portuguese as contract laborers to Hawaii: - -~

+ = Portuguese rmmrgrants in Hawau iind themselves
in a somewhat different position, vis-d- vis the dominant social group, than
did their counterpats jn Massa husetts and Rhode Island, On the east. coast
. of the continental Untted States, the Portuguese werejust one uf a myriad ot
. ethnic groups pouring 1nto the ebuntry And,if they were poor, spoke a

foreign language, and had different customs, they were-generreally indis¢
tinguishable from millions.of other immigrants who were also poor, spoke a
foreign langfuage and adhered to different customs. Although the Portuguese

. who entered the Hawaiian Islands after 1878 were grudgingly ackilowledged.
* as southern Europears, to be caucasians in a caucasiardofinated, society, .

" they were in the unfortunafe position of having arrived in Jarge numbeyrs,
possessing few worldly goods, and, as contract tabor, occupyrnb the absgluté .

~ bottom of the econo‘mrc latlder. They quickly came to be looked down upon .«

as “an inferior peopleof low econpmic and social status.'” l‘(egonnotatlon
of farm laborer ur independent agriculturalist was quite *différent in the . .
" diversified economy of the continental United States than it.was in the _
planitation economy of Hawaii where agrroultural workers were at the very
bottom of the social system The neg,atne association. of” ag,mulurre and

- b , N . . . ~
p . . PN . , * ..
. ’
*

" Canario, ¥ Dustmruron Sandwich Islands f’p 5!—32 ' \

”"‘;\htm} F Ynuné.leomptlt.rl The Purmgm se i f[mum *AR(’sour(.efxuule Honolulu, l973
p. ) 5

" Gerald Allan Estep, "Sucrfl Placenyent of the Purtuguese in 7 Hawan o Indicated by F.u.tors
in Assrmrl.mnn Unpublished MuA. Thesis, University of Shuthern Calrforrm 1941.P, 16.
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socidl status guickly became apparent to the Portuguese immi&,r.mts and™ \
they.reacted in a varicty of ways. almost all of which served to put as mugh
JTstdngc 45 puss;blc cither ph)su,al or soctal, between therhselves and other
¢ \.ontrdu labgrers Many completely remoyed themselves frum the islands by
mlbrdtlnb tu the mdinland, between 1911 and 1914, for examplé, ovgifgte
thouﬁand relucated in Califorma." Others ‘worked their way urban¥d as
fast as pumblc tu esuwape the stigma attaghcd tu luwly plantation labor.and

to belter their economlc conditions...”.1*" - ¢
< ¢

¥ i .

' In marked contrast to the Portuguese on the east
cuast uf the United States, who collectively reinforced their cultural heritage
andmamtdmed their ethnic 1d‘cnt1t) Portusueseilmmlsrants in Hawau

>

~

v dlsbanded asa natnonallt)l group. settled apart from \

O"

p . ‘modlfymg old-world custo s and takmg on new

. lones, marrying outsnde the group-and especially i into” " o
. the haole group. givingup old-world institutions and -°°

L éangua.ges 'even changing their namtes m.some in- )

o ' stances Anything and eveérything ]ustifled in order

; N (¢ obluerate the Kaole stereotype.of a “Portagee™. . ¢

a -

. huually brought in as laborers for th& sugar cane =,
pldm‘mons Ther carly: sctthment pattern cuincided with the sugar produun;, 7
islands. By 1900. howeyer. the total Portusuese fure15n born population had
dc«,lmcd to 7,668 and was Lon«,bmratud pnmanl» on the island”of Oshu,
- 'Honolulu County, i&huh had 38.1 percent uf the tStal, and the big Elénd of
o Hawail, mth 35.6 peru:nt (See. l\éap 6). Lnla\ke the mainland, where’*new
1mm15rants «,ommu\.d tv arrne until they were slowed down by the hterauy
requirement of 1917 and’ then shut vut by the \ﬁnuqal Onyn ) leﬁslanon ofr s
the 1920y, after the Hawaiian ISlands. dMﬂued sponsoring cyntract *.
labyr fmm the Madexra and Azores Ngnds in the fiest decade of thu 20th .
ventury. lh&. ﬂo\x "of Portuguese lmmlbmtloﬂ u(eam.d And. as previously o
-noted. a reverse “flow of Purtugugsg out-migration from the Ha\&audn lslands .

¢ - - .
A A .
. i

(u.mld Allen Lsu,p Pnrlu&,u«:\g A}smnlmmn i Hawait and Califorma’, Su%ubgt and
Sucial Research. VOI 20, Sept. gOC( 1941 P 6} : <.
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tu the mainland r'epl.u.u‘:d the earlier immigration. Instead of encouraging
friends and relativey tu join them in the Hawanan Islands, the immigrants
utjlized their social network to advise other potential immigrants to go
elsewhere and. in fact, to make contact un the mainland sv they themselves
could leave the islands. ' i

‘ , According to the Censu$ of 1930, there were 15,048
individuals lassified as Portuguese foreign stock hving in the Hawxiian
Islands. Only 3.713 of those. howeser. were foreign born. The relocation
* within thg 1slands. first noticeable 1n 1900, becamé even more accentuatéd -
by 193 when over 50 percent of both the Portuguese foreign born and
furgigh stock were concentrated in Honolulu County un the island of Oahu.
The most obvious decline s the percentage of Portuguese living in the
islands were registered by the island of Hawaii w hich went from 35.6 percent
of the foreign born in 1900 to 20.6 percent in 1930 (See. Map 6). Although
the total foreign bura Portuguese populativnof the Hawaiian Islands declined
after 1900. the size of the vnginal immigrant population imported intg the
islands as contract laborers, together with their offspring, was sufficiently
large to maintain Hawdii'’s position-as ore”of the major concentratjons of
Portuguese in the United States and its territories through the mid-l?Ops.

\ . | ,
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Chapter I s

) Emigration: A
to Adversity and Opportunity

{
, * ~Behind the precipitous ‘cliff_ - cpasté. common
throughout the, AZores, are silent reminders of the volcanic activity which
~created these islgnds; enormous calderas; craters of extinct and dormant
volcanoes; areas of bubbling mud pots and thermal springs; ancient lava
flows weathered by vegetation apd climate; the sttt unweathered scars of
historically recent lava flows; and, the 7,615-foot towering volcano which
constitutes virtually all of't}_]e island of Pico and serves as the landmark for
the archipelago. Tree covgred hills, rock strewn fieldsand a scarcity of flat
1and dre combined with a humid but mild elimate to create a picturesque
setting for the visitor, but an environment which necessitates diligence and ..
hard work on the part of the inhabitants.
Ak ,

_— .,

3

In their naturatstate, when iffey were first discovered
by the Portuguese in the early 15th centu ry, these islands provided a sufficient
resource base for a modest ‘agrarian population. Although the amount of
level lard was limited, the soil was rich; precipitation was adequate — frotn
abqut 50 inchies anaually on Elovres to about 33 inches per year on Santa

- Maria; and the slopes were coverec{\with forest. Lacking any'other, raw
K “muterials.-the early i~habitants were Torced to rely upon the soil-and they
“quickly develoj;eﬁ asy. :mof agriculture adapted to their environment. To
¢lear the rock strewn fields, they built stone walls which also served to mark
property lines: the forested slopes provided charcoal for fuel. and the cleared

_« land was ideal for pgsture\i:"?cking good harbots, they relied.on.small boats ¥~

€ fish the surrounding waters to supplément their diet, In short, the e%\rly

-XUssettlers developed a survival® technique wel -suited to their particular
" énvironment. \ '
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Few people, however: are satisfied with just surviving:
particalarly those who underwrote the expense of sending colonists to develop
and explonland given to them by the crown uf Portugal. The elusive search
for ¢ rewarding cash crop suitable tu these islands began with the first settlers
in the fifteenth century and 1s still being sought today. In many ways, the
economit history of the Azores is reminiscent of that of Brazil which was

- alsv Settled by the Portuguese. In both cases, the inhabitants came to depend

upon a particular crop ur product which dominated the economy only to see

1t eventually collapse, due to competition from abroad or a decline in

productivity. and be slowly replaced by another product which repeated the
cycle. By developing its enormous deposits of mineral wealth, Brazil finally
¢scaped the rebctitious ¢cycles of a "boom and bust™ economy in the 20th
century. but, 1n thc Azores, the search w*ues In the process. plants and
amimals have been ported from all ovér the world. Some proved beneficial,
C{th_ers weré dlsastmus. but each had an impact on the islands.

1 < Onc of the ftrst cash crops to be introduced was sugar
cane, but 1t quickly ‘»,.nc way to the woad plant — an important source of
Blue dye in the' fifteenth and yinteenth century. By the mid-seventeenth
»cntur) &ndlbu‘from Amcru.a captured the world dye market and displaced
woad. Wheat and flax ere temﬁorar) subsututcs. but wheqt 1s an extensive

LTop quiring Lan,c areds to produce i in any quantity and flax Mas most

ulu le for export after § jt had been processed into linens. Nelther provided
o satlst.n.ior\ cash crop ldeall) sultcd to the environments found in thesc
mla&ds Clthb and wine Brapes were both important in the mid-18th century.

i England,wag the destination of most of the fruit grown in the Azores. from

1747 until 1838 lemons were one of the major products. In 1838, Engltin
fuund a better supply of lemons elsewherd anid the market wllapsed By this,,
time. however, oranges had alsu become a very important cxport crop. In

. 1802 nearly 40.000 boxes of OLAAgEEs W ere shippetl to London alone and by

the 1870s some 500,000 boaes, each u.ontammg from 300-400 oranges. was
annually sent to the English market from Sdo ‘Miguel'alone.™

Hardy plants by nature. grapevines were a logical
chuice for planting in rocky soils Qnsuxtdble for cultiv atnon of i)astures But,
the successful cultivation of wine grapes in the islands rcqunred aconsiderable
input of ingenuity dnd hard work. For the g grapes to maturc with a sufficient
sugar cuntent to make g goud wine. the vineyards needed to be protected from

. .
" Walter Walker. The Asores or Wostern Bdands A Polaical Commeraial and Geographical
Accsuiteibondon, 18861, p 86, ¢
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the strong winds characteristic of the Azores. Remoying the surface stones
from even the rockiest areas usually uncovered sufficient soil to plant the
vines: these stones were then converted into walls to provide a windbreak.
Row after row of small, irregular shaped cubicles, often eyncasing 10 more
than one hundred square feet with stone walls three to four feet high,
gradually spread over the rocky lowlands. Viewed from the nearby hills,
these vineyards created a very distinctive pattern on the land — not unlike a
labryinthian maze spreading over the hills. Once the technique was perfected,
it spread throughout the islands and wine became an increasingly important
cash crop. By 1830, the island vineyards were annually producing 50,0800
pipgs of very good wine.!'*

, In the continuing search for new cash crops, pine-
apples were introduced in the 1860s and by the mid-1880s more than 125,000
'pineapples a year were being exported to England. However, pineapples in
the Azores are a capital intensive crop that require hot houses and intensive
care to produce. Intially introduced into the Ponta Delgada area of Sao
Miguel, they never spread to other areas and are still grown:there today. In
1878 tea was introduced as a new commerical crop.™ Ideally suited for
growing on the hilly uplands, enough tea is still produced on Sao Miguel to
satisfy the islands’ needs and for exporting to mainland Portugal, but tea
grown here couid not compete with tea grown in the Far East and another
plan fizzled. | ° v '

A

' Every new crop introduced to the islands, with the
expectation that it would prove to be a valuable cash crop and an asset to the
local economy. hada particular impact on the local environment. Some,
such agpotatoes, beans and corn became the mainstay of the population and
spread throughout the islands. Others, such as tobacco, depleted the soil and
used up some of the best land. Still others necessitated the clearing and

. cultivation of additional land, or like oranges, made their demands upon the
environment in a different form. Shipping hundreds of thousands of boxes of
oranges from the Azores to England in the period from 1800 to 1880 required
substantial quantities of wood for fruit boxes. The gradual deforestation of
the islands in search 6f box wood quickened in times of crises when alternate
supplies were restricted or cut off; by the late 1830s desperate orange

r 1
'

" Ibhid P9t A pipe was aumit of measure equivalent o two hogsheads — each of which
contained 63 gallons Each pipe of wine then was approuimately 123 galions

™ Ibid . Pp. 9196 : '
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exporters were ‘furced to cut duwn every available tree they could procure”."”
After most of the useable imber was removed from the islands to make fruit
boxes. fast growing trees were introduced from various parts of the world to
try to satisfy the demand for wood. Among the trees introduced for this
purpuse were. the Japanese cedar. Cry ptomenia japonica. Eucalyptus from
Austrdlia; the acdasia tree, Acasia melanoaylon. and several varieties of
pine. mdudmngus marima. Putospornun was introduced from AustraRia

.10 the 1840s to serve as a windbreak for oganges, thereby enabling citrus

wvirtually all along the coast, and other uses compete with agriculttre for the'
_“. useable lowlands (See, Table 2).

L

|

. orchards ty expand 1nto less favorable parts of the .islands. Only after the

pittosporum spread did the orchardists realize that it also exhausted the

_soil.'™

The Azores have a very limited amount of land and
the use of that land is restricted by both elevation and relief. In general.
agriculture is limited to the relatively flat areas below 1,000 feet with
pasture, forest and rough land occupying the rest. Settlements and roads.

. When the New England whalers began stopping in
the Awres for ftesh supplies at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
islands were nu tong«.r in their natural state. Small villages dotted the coastline
and the land suitable for agriculture had already been intensively farmed for
over 300 years. Livestock grazed on the slopes which were once heavily

. wooded but had long since been exploited for fuel and useable timber. A

general system of specialization. based updg the characteristics of each
"1sland, had gradually evolved in the archipelago. Sao Miguel. the only island
with a substantial amount of good agricultural land. was always in the
forefront_of the search for a remunerative cash crop. Almost all of .the
commercial crops were introduced to that island first and most were never
even marginally successful elsewhere, including. tobacco. tea. pineapples,
and sugar cane. Sao Miguel was also the major produger of citrus fruitin the
18th and 19th centuries. Like all of the islands. a major portion of the
agnicultural land was devoted to subsistence crops to feed the Jocal population.

" Neither Tercerra nor Sav Jorge possessed much good agricultural land, but

buth were well suited to raising cattle and became noted early for their cattle
and dairy products. Faial and Pico. the two geographically closest islands —

y

W Ibid P01 ' :
v fbd Pp 9199 .
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TABLE 2

AREA AND GENERAL ELEVATION OF
THE AZORES ISLANDS

Areain % Below % Above
. Island ‘ Sq. Miles 1,000 Feet 1,000 Feet

t

Santa Maria 37 8.4 . 13.6
Sao Miguel ' 52.7 47.3
Terceira - 55.6 44.4
Graciosa 24 94.5 5.7
Sio Jorge 92 © 301 . . 69.9
Pico - ' 412 58.8
Faial : " 66 53.5 46.5
Flores 55 . 325 67.5
Corvo - 67 - 451 - 549
TOTAL 889.7 '

Source: Acores: 'do 25 de Abril até aos nossos dias, p. 150.

yet physically dissimilar - developed a complemgntary system of agriculture.
Diversified farming, mcludmg the cultivation of frurlts \ebetables and
grains was common on Faial. Pico, the second largest island, .has very
little land suited for general agriculture. Much of the rocky lowlands were
converted to vineyards and livestock were raised on the uplands. The variety
of foodstuffs available from these two islands, in co.junction with an excellent
harbor, soon made Horta, Faial the main Azorean-port of call for the whaling
vessels Graciosa and, to a lesser degree, Santa Maria developed vineyards to
complement their livelihood — subsistence agmulture Flores and Corvou\
the two smallest and most isolated islands, enjoyed, even less favorable
circumstances than the other sevén islands ‘nl their populations have
always been preoccupxe(Lw:th subsxstmce agriculture!"™

‘ [Eal
I
™ Graves. "lmmigrants in Agriculture,” Pp 34-38,

. 1 » ’ ."' - " ~
I:KC ' -y N ’ . ?U ;" "?f'..‘, N
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In addition to their farming techniques. the early
Portuguese settlers brought with them a system of land tenure which, n
effect, relegated the masses to a permanent status as landless peasants.
Under this system. known as the perpetual leasehold. the tenant farmer paid
his rent either in kind. when the crop was harvested. or in cash at the end of
the year. The amount of rent was fixed. however. and not alterable.'” Unlike
sharecropping. where the landowner and tenant share in both the good years
and the bad. in this system of land tenure the risks were all assumed by the
tenant Anunusually good harvest benefitted the peasants, but a crop failure
could be dev astati)ﬂg. Even worse. though, was the difficulty encountered by
each peasant’s offspring in finding land to farm. In 1840, the agricultural land
in.the islands was controlled by less than three percent of the total pop-
ulation.”" The leases which most of the peasants had on the land were
hereditary but they could not be sub-divided .without the consent of the
owner."” The number of peasants w ho nof only did not own land. but could
not even find land to farm, increased with each generation.

Nineteenth century life in the Azores was the product
of dver three hundred years of struggling to make a living from the soil in anf
isolated environment. A rigid social structure pervaded the lifestyle of the

villages and exac®rbated the lack of economic opportunity and upward .

mobility. Like most agrarian societies. the daily routine of life. seldom

changed and. in fact, was passed on from generation to géneration. Children c

. were born. raised, and eventually died in the vfllage of theirbirth and, while -

an individual's virtues were well known throughout the village, so were his
vices Even so. the individual knew exactly &ho he was and where he fit into
the social and economic life of his island. He might not like his position in life
or his general inability to change it, but there was no such thing as an identity
crisis, In times of s}fcss. the extended family. aided by an intricate and
reciprocal system of god-parentage, could always be relied upon for assistance.
Living in the same village generation after.generation eventually resulted in
an extended family system whereby virtually evgryone in the village was
related in one way or another. Within this close-knit society, the individual
identified most clearly with his particular village and the island on which 1t
was located. Little. if any. thought was iven to the fact that these islands,
collectively known as the Azores. were considered by the Portuguese crown

S

-

+
¥ Walker. The Azores or Western Islands. Pp 7879,
" Graves, “Imnugrants in Agriculture.” P 34, . .

“ Walker. [he Azores or Westernidslands. P 79

~
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* "o Re an integral part of Portugal or that the inhabitants were Portuguese
' citizens.

v
7

vy

* Attheage of sixteen, every male faced the prospects of eight years of mulitary

service in mainland Portugal.””® This obligation weighed particularly heavy

" upon the peasant class. Although it was common practice to hire a substitute

to serve the military duty, in reality this was an option only available to

v families with sufﬁcient wealth to hire a substitute. As one observer noted in

‘the 1880s, “The Azorean islander flies from the recruiting sergeant as he

would from the Evil One, and, to escape service will run any risks..."* QOne

of the options to militzfry service which presented itself in the 19th century

was to ship out as a common sailor on an American whaling vessel. Many

young Azoreans peasants, with no sailing experience, took advantage of the

*  option. Sinceitwasillegal for young men to leave the islands without making

a monetary pa)vn{ent to hire a substitute for military service, mo'f these
departures were of aclandestine msture. . |, .

.

Like all agrarian societies. the Azoreans were de-
) pendent upon the soil for their survival and although there were occasional
crop failures, as there are in any agricultural society, the surpluses and

" shortages tended to balance out. By the. 19th century, however, these nine
islands, which were clearly, capable of pro;ia‘iﬁg*a'sau‘sfactqry life for a
modest number of people, were seriously overpopulated. The normal
vicissitudes of an agrarian economy became, fraught with anxiety as hunger
.mare frequently accompanied crop failure. As one observer recorded,

»

“am

" when'there is a scarcity. which is the case sometimes, it

is no,tﬁec,ause the islands are unproductive, but because
' they atg overloaded with population, and'the crops are
" injured by incessant rains or strong winds, 12

- problem of too many people and too'little land was apparent long before then
' (See, Table3). . -7 ' ‘ ‘ .

e ‘Whateveryone living in the islands already knew, the
Census of 1864 made official: the pressire on the limited amount of

-

v
¥ Berger. In Great Waters. Pp. 45-6. ,
B Walker. The Azores or Western Islands, Pp. 111-112.

. . . : -,
% Borges de F Henriquel, A Trip (@ the Azores or Western Island {Boston. 1467), P, 30.

Ry g ‘ - oo
ERIC A .}
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‘ o Compulsory military service for all young males was .
“ a persistent and unpopular burden of Portugugse citizenship for the Azoreans. .

Althéugh the first official Census of Portugal was not taken until 1864, the

¢
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TABLE3 .

AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY OF THE
AZORES ISLANDS, 1865

. Areain . Persons per
Islands - Sq. Miles Population . Sq. Mile
g A n.&

Santa Maria 37 5,8(?3 158
Sao Miguel : 288 " 105,404 366
Terceira F53 45,781 300
Graciosa . 24 8,718 366
siolorge . 92 17,08 195
Pico R 277217165
" Faiai 66 26,259 398
Flores 55 10,259 s 191
Covo . . 67 .. 83 131
TOTAL - 8897 T 29435 - 280

-

Source Sumula de Dados Fstatisticos, Departmento Regional de Estudos ¢
Planeamento, Acores, 1976, p4.
*

agricultural land had become intense. Although the official population
density ranged from a high of 398 persons per square mile on Faial to a low.of
131, 0n Corvo, the real dens:t) was much higher. Poputation densities are _
calculated by dividing the total population by the total land area and, in the
Azores, much of that land was unusable. With less than forty percent of the
surfgce area of these islands suitable for agriculture, the average population
density for this land was<closer to seven hundred persons per square mile€ in
1864 " TheAzorean peasant became adept at intensive agriculture on a very
small scale. Yet, even good farmers occasionally get poor yields, and.there is
an absolute limit to the number of people a subsistence economy.can sustain.

Attempts to increase production occasionally backfired with senous results. .

In 1835, an American brought in a new variety of orange tree fr(pm Florida

v Sumutla de DadosEstatisticos (Acores, 1976), P. 2,

B
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which was, unbeknownst to him, infected with the Srange parasite Aspidivota
cmzchzformzs The parasite gradually spread  throughout the islands and
started the décline in commercial orange production.”” Few alternatives to
farming existed in the islands. The New England whalers offered an escape
from the hand-to-mouth existence of subsistence farming and the obligation
to serve in the Portuguese military. The occasional departee of the 1800s was
_replaced by a steady trickle of men in the 1820s and a flowing stream of
~ escapees.by 1840 . s

, The arrival of.two unwahted visitors to tfie‘Azore& .

Islands in the early 1850s caused great consternation and hastened the |
departure of many young men to the California gold fields. The first of these

was a potato rot that struck at the very heart of the islanders’ diet. It was )
followed, in 1835, b) a deadly fungus, Oidium tucheri, which. struck the =
grape vines in the islands and rapidly spread with disastrous results,
throughout the archipelago.”™ Wine production declined precipitously; -
“proprietors who used to have one thousand barrels of wine yearly. have
now. some seasons, scarcely thirty".'* Potdtoes. the principal subsistence - -
crop. were grown on all the islands and the effects of the potato rot were ]
widely felt. Wine production, though found on almost all the islands, was
heavily concentrated on Picoand to a lesscr extent on Graciosa. The loss of .
their vineyards struck partitularly hard at the'inhabitants of Pico. Seriously
deficient in agricultural land,-they were unable toswitch to other crops to

replace the vines. Wxth few alternatives readll) available, the men of Pico

turned to whalmg - almost with a vengeance:

[

.

\
' |

<y Pica’s proxnmlt\y to and association with Faial gave

these islanders ample opportunity to join the whaleships calling at Horta , « ...

- Falal An initial attempt to introduce shore whaling to the island of Fa‘dl n ‘
1832 was unsuccessful, but condmpns had changed by the early 1850s and.

the second effort succeeded. Shore whaling for sperm whales, employing the ;
- “same fechniques tha€ were. used along the New England-coast i in the 47th
century, graduaily spread to the other islands, but Pico and Falal dominated
w;palmg in the Azores.™" "The men of Pico acquired the reputation of fearfess
whalers, both in the lslands and on board the New England whaleships, and

~

G sy

Y Walker, The Azores or Western /sl_andx. Pse L ¢
 H Thid | PO9Y. = —— .
, ¥ Hennigues. A Trip to the Azorés Pp 31-32 ) E ' . v
', Clarke, "Qpen Boat Whaling m the Azores.” P JS? ' » .
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. P
that reputativn is stifl widely known and maintained in the islands today.
Shure whating never provided ag adeyuate livelihvod for a substantial number
of Azoreansthoweser, and throughout the islands men were forced to turn
elsewhere to eatn a living. The flow of i lmmlgrants tu Amema continued to
increase. ’ . .

. " Inthe hfty years between 1870 and 1920, the“pull" of
Amcma became irresistible for mlllmns of Europeans. America was a new
beginning for peuple who, for one reason or another, had never really had a
first chance. Gd\ernment land was free to anyone who was. willing to go to
. the frontier, stake out a homestead and work to improveit. Granted, the land
wap, on the fringes ofuullzatnon sometimes of margmn'l,\alue forcultivation, = -
_ 7 often with fittle or no water, und frequently lacking in trees.‘buglt was free.
For the non-farmers, the steam-powered industrial revolution sweeping the
United States in the post -Civil War period required labor and still more
1ab&. Often the hours were long, the wurking conditions puor andithe wages
minimal, but there were jobs. In spite of the many problems eficountered.
prublemsufhnbuabe of housms, and of dlsulmmauon — the United States
“still offered a chance for a better life, and” immigrants responded in ever- &
increasing numbers. The attraction. ofAmenca as, the land of vpportunity
. was further enhanced by conditions in Europe. Agrahan difficulties became
~ widespread un the contineht in the 1880s and everywhere population grow th
was pressuring available resources, at a time when surplus population was =
being forced frum the land, viable alternatives were few and far between. As
the pugroms in Western Russia in the 1880s demgnstrated, the polltudl
climate was such, in many countries, that identifiable minority groups were
“being pushed from their homeland and forced to seek refuge elsewhere. The
increasing awdreness of opportunities in the New World together with
improvements in land transportatiorron the continent and sea transportation
across the Atlantic, made Eurvpeans both aware of alternatives and w1|lmg
o pursuc them. Tens of millions of immigrants regponded by abandomm>
their homelands for a new life in the United States. Canada, or South
America.™

I

Isolated though they were from the mainstream of
. Eurovpean life, even the Azores Tslands could not escape the changes besetting
the world at the end of the 19th century. Adversity, an infrequent visitor to

these islands privr to 1850, became a constant companion after the 1870s.

N

“ Phuhp Taylor. The Distant Mugnot Lurapean Frugration to the US AL N, Y. 1971,
Ppros . N
. -
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The orange blight, which was accidentally introduced into the islands in.
1835, gradually spread fromisland to island and appeared in Sao Miguel, the
center of oran® production, in'1877. By the mid-1880s, the citrus crop had
declined to less than one-third of what it had been in 1870."7 The grape
fungus. which caused such precipitous declines in wine production when 1t
first infested the islands’ vineyards in 1853, established such a pervasive grip -
on the crop that it was not brought under control until the mid-20th century
when new methods of combarting it weredntroduced.™ Accompanying the |
devastating drop in commercial production was a comparable dechne 1n
" subsistence crops. In an account of- the islands published in 1886, it was* *
. noted: ° ) : .
In 1876-77 there commenced that general failisre of
crops, which has recurred every year with more or
less intensity to the present time, causing a complete
' " stagnation in trade, and reducing numbers of families
' dependent upon the produce of their lands to cop- -

Siderable straits.‘? o
R { v

; SO .

«* "The people of tH'i;Azwores responded to their mis-
forturies as best they could; like people everywhere if times of trouble, they
worked harder. ,gq'Jittle or no avail, borrgwed money from their more
fortunate relatives and friends and. w hen alt'ése Tailed. began to consider the -
alternative of leaving — of migrating to a new country. Still relatively minor
in 1870, emigration continued to increase as conditions deteriorated during -~ .-

, the last three decades of the 19th century and the population of the islands”
slowly but steadily mounted. Although the data necessary \to%calculat“e t.ﬁe
actual rate of population growth for this periad is nonexistent, the Census of
. 1911 provided some insights into what was happening démographlcally.

Based on the crude birth and death rates reported in that censmis_, an average
annual natural increase of 11.99 per 1,000 population. 1.19 percent per
annum, was arrived at for the gr’chipekxgo:"‘ L

2

2 o ' Within the Azores there was considerable variafion
in the growth rate: Horta District, comprised of the jslands of Pico, Faial.
»~Eloresand Corvo, had a natural increase of 5.5 per thousand (0.55 percent):

B ‘ , . .

! .

- ., it Walker. The Azores or Western ‘Ivllmds. Pp. 8891, .
! Clarke. "Open Boat Whaling i the Azores.” P ™ p

L.
Y Walket. The Azores or Western Islands. P 77, . /

© 1" Taft. Iyo Portuguese Communaties m New Fngland, P53
s ) . . -
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in the Angra DlSll‘lLl the rslands of Tercelra, Sao Jorge and Gracrosa, tte
rai‘; was 6. 6110 66 pereem), while in the Ponta Delgdda District, Sio MlgUel
and Santa Marlq. where almost half of the total populauon resided, the
dnnual natural’ mcrease was 12 258 per thousand (1. 25 percenthi’™ E\een
1huugh itis mpossnble to determine precisely what the rate of increase was
tor the period between, k864 and the Census of 1904, itis possxble toestimate . i
4 general mnge within. whu.h the populatioh growth of these islands most "
probabi) Tell If, in lhe fort) years preceding the 1904 Census the lslands had

: . experles eneedan average anmual naturalmerease of 1 Opereem andtherehad .

' been no emlgrauon, the total populatloa of the islands in LQ(M would have
been apro:umatel) 350 QOO persons. Cynversely, if the average ; annual natural
o merease for the forty year period had been only 0. 5 percent, agam with no
". . emigration, the 2p\)pulatnpn in 1904 would have been s‘hghtly in excess of
300 000 individuals. Allhoug,‘h the former i rs probably hlgﬁ and]atter possibly
oh luw. nertfler is. ugmde t.he range of populcmon growt whlcl‘l\waspccmnng
- thmughput Europe at that time.'™ A compdnson of the Census of 1864 with
) Lol 1964 and 1920 rllummates, some.mhat the'issues Jf beth popu]auon
g wuhm the ls!ands and.emxgratloa from them (See Table 4). )

kQ) -

- ..LThc ap’parem change in populauorr between 1864
"and’ 1901 15 based on the enumerated popglanon living in the 1slam§s atthe .°
hater date aid does not reﬂec; the.aetual number of pepple who eml‘grated ’
because rt‘dfes not mclude the natural “increase in populauon which also”
. ~uggutred. wc&fhuse forty -years. .By logkmg at the siy islands that. had an
. obvious decline in popu]atlon, Graciosa, Sav Jorge, Plco,-Faral ‘Flores and
Conro. , it ‘appears that they Tost a tofal of 19,000 Thhabitans, + same 22
pereem of thelr 1864 popqleuon . 1o reaht), howe»er, the aetua} number of
dmrgrams was equal to e apgarem 19,000 I&ss plus the, tatal ‘natural ¥
mu‘eas: n thedp w,mbmed poﬁﬁfahonssVVhag the natural increase in the *
‘ popuiatlon of that portron of the Azgres was durmg those forty, years is not
... . certain, thel best estimatg is that it wassomew here between 20,000 and 42,000 _
e, people. What is certain, is that by 1930 ‘when the’ oul- mlgranon Began to
N(\.: dlmmfsh asa result of* restrictive leg:]atmn int the United States, thetotal loss o
. thyough mlgratlon ad- resul'ted in.a substantial rreduc.u%n in the populatlon
kY
= densjty of thuse SIX. islands. Faial went from 398 .pegsons per square mile.in,
,,l864' to 286 in 1920 répresenting. an a»erage reduction of 112 persons per ’
square ;mle Flores pupulatlon anSll) dropped- almost "0 pex square mrle

I N tT . Y. e \“‘\\\\\‘ Y
ot fhid, < G e %
W Tdylor. T he Distant Magnet‘?f) 1—65
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while Pico, Graciosa and Sdo Jorge each declined by approximately 50
people per square mile in the same period. -

" "Even though Santa Maria, Sao Miguel and Terceira
.together ended up with 17,883 more inhabitants in 1904 than in 1864, 11.4
percent more, the increase was substantially lower than would be expected
through natural increase. If the annual rate of natural increase had been 0.5
percent, and there had been no effligration, the combined population of the
" three islands would have approached 190,000; with 1.0 percent annual
rate,'and no emigration, their population’ would have exceeded 230,000
1904. In spite of their overall increase in population by 1904, a substantial
out-migration did take place from Santa Maria, Sio Miguel and Tercejra
during these forty years. Between ,19(54 and 1920 emigration increased
rapidly and the population of the three islands declined by 10,452 people, an
apparent, 6 percent drop in population. Again, if the natural increase is, ,
taken into account, which was determined.to be 1.2 percent annu n
Santa Maria and Sio Miguel in 1911, the number of peoble who left during
the sixteen years was at least double and .probably triple the indicated
appareht de{:ijhe. Howeverlarge the out-migration was from these islands, It
- ——- was-not-sufficientto cﬁmﬁensate‘f(if the natural increase in population, In
' 1920, the pepulation density on Sao Miguel reached 388 persons per square ¢
* mile = anincrease of 22 people per square mile in the 56 years. On Santa
Maria, the increa§e averaged 16 per square mile during that same_period. i
Terceira, somewhat mare fortunate, lost («ir(;ually as many emigrants as it
‘gained new population and was thereby almost able to majntain the status
" quo In §pi§e of the heavy out-migration that had taken place, what had been e
. adifficult situation in 1864, with half gf the population of the Azores
crowded on these three islands, had, in fadt, worsened by 1920 - . <

o ¢ * The governmen of Pd}tugal. seemirigly oblivious to
.conditions on thie islands and, mo doubt, preogcupied with events ejsewhere,
* did not'make the detision- to emigrate any easier. Cogmizant of the ever ..
ineréasing number of émifrants who were trying to escape-an-apparently
_ hopeless exi§fe;n_ce and ev«:r‘wg_t;hful to ensure a continuous supply of
+ military conscripts, the Portugiese government passed a law in April, 1873, '.

* whereby “monetary payrent in substitution of enlistment was abolished,

¥ and the unhdppy emigrdte was still liable to be called upon to serve, if he

;retﬁmed prior to attaining his 36th year” ™ It soon became apparent to the
o goﬁé.rqr‘il:en‘t lhaFWithout bsing permitted to.provide a su_bStitute for military
)  ™*Walker, The /'{‘:ores‘ or W;yem*}ilands. P b2 B . T '
Lo L .
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service, young men would surreptitiously leave'the country and not return —
thereby inflicting a dauble loss to the country. thedisappearance of a worker
whose product might be taxed and the absence of a potential military
" conscript. The government quickly moved torectify its error and 1n 1880, the
Cortes myssed a law compelling all males, when they reathed the ageof 14,t0
deposit £40'with the ‘State before they would be permitted to leave the
country. The £40 was to be kept in pawn; should, the emigrant not retusn to
. serve his military duty, the money would be used to hire a substitute.'” Laws'
have always been easierto enact than they are, to enforce and this one wasfno |
exception. In 1886, it was noted that “Emigration, generally clandestine, has )
of late years greatly relieved the necessitous condition of these poor istanders™ .
- even though “thé difficulfies in the way of the over-plus population seeking
their fortune elsewhere have been increased™." After yéars of thwarting the
law, the alternatives sometime become as institutionalized-as the laws
- ' ‘themselves. When, in 1903, a boy from Picofinally persuaded his father to let
" him emigrate to America, to join hjs sisieri{n New Bedford, clandestine e
+- ~departures were still common practice.  +> . .

| -

, ’ Because of my age, fifteen, the go@emment would not
~——-wo - oo givemeapassport. The government wanted theboysto . .-
o wait until they were eighteen, then go to serve it the'army A

3 for two or three years. My father had to_pay an agentto . '
. smuggle nie out of the Azores. The agents were pro-
Sl _ *_essional smugglers. They’opera‘fed regular services, for
‘ -which young men’ paid a fee-in. order to get out of te = '_‘
e “slands.  * ¢ ‘ - . o '

’ B ol

No fewer than twenty-two other young men were sfm;gglevd‘out inthesame .~
+ boat and although'there was always the chance that these illegal emigrants . - .
would be apprehended by a Portuguesé revenue catierand returned tofacea . ' - . .
heavy fine, the ‘like‘lihoo_d of such .aq event 6ccu‘r‘ring was more in the regln‘l- -
“.of aslim possibility than a real probability. ' ' B
]

S r “The Azores were not alqne with their ﬁkoblen@s of ' W
declining agricyltural productivity and increasing population; similar .
* conditions existed in mainland Portugal and the Madeira Islands and, the_ .

3

- . N K PO < )
> inhiabitants resporided in the’same way — they sought new opportunities. .
) . s P m ; P ! .
‘ . . & . . v.;
. ~ - - -, i o « .y
e  Jbid.. P.167. T v T,
' e Ibi‘z ‘. ‘ N ’ N Q ” ’.
A" Oliv%r‘Wever Backu:ard. P10, N S & '
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-

elsewhere. Portuguese citizens were fortunate. in one way. during the 19th”
and 20th century, in that several options were open to them. T hey could
migrate elsewhere within the Portuguése Empire..such as to Mozamblque or
Angola it Africa, or to BraZil a former part of the Empire that bec
lnﬁependent South American republlu in 1888. Moving to a Portuguesé
speaking country with slmrlar customs made the transition easier than gomg
“-to a completely foreign country such as the’ Unued States. ) h

) Prior to about 1900, ofﬁcral records of the number of -e
emigrants leaving Portugal, including the Azorm, are virtually nonexistent:
after 1900 the records are incomplete with entire years unaccounted for or
only partially recorded. What records do exist are for legal departures only
and do notinclude the unofficial emigrants,who, by all accounts, comprised
substantlal humber from the Azores Islands. Between 1890 and 1921,
official records indicate that of the approximately one million Portuguese
who emigrated from their homeland onl) 16 percent were destined for

erica. The vast majority of emigrants were from the mainland and their
egtination was-everwhelmingly (85 percent) to Brazil. Only about 5 percent
of the mainland Portuguese (Continentals) ended up in the United States: the
~ others went to Elirli;%ﬂfndiﬁfriéé‘.”()f the recorded emigration from the ™
Azores. 82 percent chose torgo to the United States, 16 percent selected
Brazil and the balance was lightly scattered betweén Europe and Africa.
Within the 1slands, there was considerable variation from district to district:
in Horta District, Pico, Faial, Flores, and Corvo, 94 percent emigrated to the .
{United States and 5 percent went to Brazil, in Ponta Delgada District, S2o
Miguel and Santa Maria, 84 percéht selected” the ‘United States and ‘14
percent chose Brazil, in Angra District, Terceira, Sio Jorge, and Graciosa;
the percentages were 68 and 31 respectively. The Madeira Islands, with a
much smaller emn,rant population during these years, were primarily oriented”
to Brazil. where more than half of their out-migration %qs directed, and to a
lesser degree to the United Statgs and Hawaii, where a little more than a third
of the remaimng emigrants ended up.'” Although mcomplete, these records
substantiate general observations ‘made concerning the destination of Arzoreari
emigrarits as early as the 1880s. o : A

-~

. The stream of emlgratron from the three most eas-
, tern islands of Sdo Miguel, Santa Maria and Terceira,
Coa . has through accidental cr}cumstances generally

% " ’ :
01 . . e . .
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_ Islands Within the United States, there are also significant regional differ-
ences The most recent study of Portuguése in California concluded that they
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proceeded steadily to Brazil, whereas that-from the'
westernmost islands of Faial, San Jorge and Flores is
directed mainly to the United States, whilst Madeira,
singularly enotigh, contributes a by no means in-
significant quota t§thé Sandwich Islands....,

’ Emigration. records, at best, give only a general
indication of the scale of the migration that took-place at the end of the 19th
and beginning of the 20th centﬁry. They are even worse when used to
determine precise points of origin. Even the decennial censuses of the United
States, which are the most accurate source of information on the number of
foreign' born Portugl.\es_e residing in this country, at least_through 1960,

" provide ittle useful information on whether the Portuguese immigrant came

from the Azores or the mainland. In the earlier censuses, 1870-1900, a
separate category for the Atlantic Islands included part of the Azoreans,
"depending upon whether the census enumerator listed that as a separate
categoryr or, more typjcally, included Azoreans under Portugal. In more
_Tecent years, 1930 for example, the Azores were listed as a separate category;
again though, the majority of Azoreans were usually grouped under ‘the
category of Portugal and rightfully so.

) One estimate of the origin of Portuguese emigrants
boutid for the United States in the years 18921912, based on Potuguese
records, concluded that 63 percent were from the Azores Islands, 26 percent
from.mainland Portugal,and about 11 percent from the Madeira Islands."
Most studies that can be related to the Portuguese within the United States,
have estimated that Azoreans constitute somewhere between two-thirds

“and three-fourths of all Portuguese in this country. The remainder are
primarily from the mainland and, to a much lesser degree, from the Madeira

»

are “almost exclusively of Azorean descent. Most Portuguese Californians
are. infacf, from butfive of the nineislands of the Azores — Pico, Faial, Flores,

n Jorge and Terceira” The Portuguese immigrants to Hawaii werg
primarily from the Madeira Islands and the island of $3o Miguel in"the’
Azores. n the continental United States, emigrants-from Sdo Miguel

. o - e
** Walker, The Azores or Western Islands, Pp. 107-}08. _
" Graves, “Immigrants in Agriculture,"P: 80, - , . ‘ 1*

. ., . + 2
" Ibid. P.138. ' )
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remained almost éxclusiv ely un the east coast, particularly in Massachusetts
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, as did those from mainland Portugal and the
Madeira Islands.

The best information available on the total number
uf Portuguese immigrants admitted to this country is the data colledsed by

. the United States Bureau of Immigration, Prior to 1870, many of the Azoreans

who arrived, pfimarily as crewmen on whaling vessels and as deserters to
the gold fields in California, were not enumerated, but after that date the
reliability lmprmaz,rehtly After 1870, the bulk uf the POrtuguese immigrants
relied un the more traditional modes of transportation. packet ships,'* cargo

and passenger ships between Europe and the edst coast and finally, steamships .

operating directly between the Azores and New, England for the exclusive
purpuse uf transporting immigrants. The advertisements of these steamship
companies promised fast, reliable service between the Azores and the United
States. In 1911 the steamship ‘ene.za for example, was advertised as the
unLy one providing monthly service directly betwéen the city of Angra, on_
the lslan«iuLTmElra and the United States. Inaddition to good accémmo-
dations and guaranteed treatment, the company promised the best.vuyage o of
“the time and only five and one-half days to reach the United States The
same advertisement alsv of,f red to provide rail transportatlon on the most,
rapid line frum the east coast to California. Such atrangements were a far cry
from the earlier periud when men spent twu or three years working their way
to the United States on a whaling ship. The prospects of a telatively fast,
pleasant trip tu juin family members already in America encouragéd many
who were inclined to emigrate but were reluctant to travel.

-~
-

‘ " After 1870, theypace, of Portuguese immigration to
the United Stat&’.s quickened steadily until 1900 and then was followed_by
almost twenty years of rapid escalation (See, Table 5), Stxty two percent of
all Pottuguese immigrants who came to the United States between 1820 and
1930 arrived In the twenty years between 1900 and 1920. As one lmmlgrant
commented about commg to the United States.in 1903,

, '“' 4 ' It was -easy to get into thls country in those early
’ days. America was a tree port. To get in, all you
v .

' . - needed wasa little money in your pooket, SO‘that‘the
' %
[ . *

" Mortisun. The ‘lanume Hts!pn ‘of Massachuserts, pp. 231 232. A packctlmc meant two
wE urc vesiels whuse owniers advertised sahing o designated ports, un schedules as regularas
wind and weather pcrm?ﬁ‘t!d and which depended fur their prum un fresght and passengers
furnished by the pubhc rather than goods shipped on the owncrs account
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-~

. TABLE 5
PORTUGUESE IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES
18201930 .+ ¢
Decade Aggregate Percent of Total
1820-1830 ' 180 0.1 .
1831-1840 o 89 . - .03
18411850 550 02
L. 1851-1860 . NG toss 04
18611870 - : 0 aes 1y
1871-1880 - 14,082 56
1881-1890 . 16978 . 67
1891-1900 T 27,508 ° 10.9 .
1901-1910 ;_:- T N T R L W
Ttk T T g B85,
Cwaete0 2994 - 119
 TOTAL. - o ; . 252,715 1000
~ Source: {mmigmt;'on and ‘Naturalization Service, 1976 Annual Report-
Table 13, pp. §6-88. Washington, D.f.‘. L . .
'e_lut?]orities could be sure-that you wouldn’t be des-
ftitute and on Qligf right away,"” o

In the absence of any restrictive legislation, the total number of immigrants -

- undoubtedly would have continued to increase during the 1920s. A growing
nativist movement dev'elopéd i the United States in the 1880s, fueled by
labor unrest in the industrial centers arid a growing concern that America

- was beconing qvercrgwded and changing too rapidly. “The beginning of -

* * significant southern and eastern European immigration, and the onset,of
econo;ﬁic depression in 1893, made thd'danger seem more-acute”," Many

..
»

;¢ . . )
, "7 Oliver, Never Backward. P. 13,7 % . L o
. .
1 Taylor, The Distant Magney, P, 243, s
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perceived these new immigrants as “inferior, pecuiiarly unfitted to contribute

to American society ™ and, in fact, as a threat to their vision of the traditional -
American society. Agitation to curtail, or at least restrict, this tide of
~undesirable” immigrants increased and finally was ',reﬁ'arded by the
establishment of a literacy requiremcnt‘ for all immigrants in 1917. By
overwhelming majorities the Congress decided to set immigrahts over sixteen - .
a short passag’é to read in a language of their choice." llliteracy thereby
became the first means of substantially reducing the flow of immigration.

The literacy requirement was exceptionally onerous
for the Portuguese immigrants who came fromh a rural, nonindustrial, agrarian .
society which offered little, if any. incentive for its members to'acquireevena
rudimentary education. The rate of illiteracy among Pc;rtﬁguese immigrants
over 14, who entered the United States between 1899 and 1917, ranged from
4 high in 1907 of 76.5 percent to a low in 1915 of 54.2 percent. For the
nineteen-year period, illiteracy averaged 63.3 percent. The impact of the
_new legislation was jmmediate and severes In 1916, 12,208 Portuguese~ -
immigrants were admitted to the United States; by 1918 the number of
___immigrants had declined to 2.319 and the following year only 1,574 were ™
allowed i@ LT TTomono oo

: ° . Like immigrants the world over, the Portuguese
coming to this country were primarily men and womeh in the pr'ime of their’
Tives.. Seventy-three percent of the immigrants arriving begween\1899 and
1917 were in the 14-44 age group, twenty percent were under fourteen,
while those forty-five and older accounted for only seven J,)er'cent.‘-*’l The’
Portugué§e who came to America were net,fleeing from religious or political
Oppréssioﬁ; they were seeking“an opportunity to improve the;m%elvfa’s
economically and were willing andwcapable of workirtg hard to achieve that®
.aim. Letters from friends and reldtives living in America vividly described
the opportunities awaiting the individual willing to' work; those lette
together with the stories spun by returned emigrants may have ‘been ”

. exaggerated.at timesbut they spurred the flow of newimmigrants. Itbecame
“almost a habit, in #ie Azores, to eémigrate 1o the Un’fted Statps."**

»

; .
g ‘ boav

"w I,b[d'. « .‘ ) , ’ v . Py .."
" Ibid.. P.247; _ C '

& Taft, Two Porriiguese Commuhities in New England, P. e,
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| T In the early stages of the Portuguese migration to the
United States, prior to 1870, the immigrants were predominantly malfe. This **
was, in large part, a reflection of their unusual method of arriving in_ this
country — mainly as sailors on whaling vessels. By 1900, when the-flow o[“}
immigrants had increased markedly and’ the made of transportation was
more traditional, Azorean women were also coming to the United-States_in
substantial numbers. Between 1900 and 1919, the ratio of male to female
emigrants was approximately three to two.!* There were no restrictions on .
women leaving their, homeland: they, were not subject, to conscripfion and
therefore not required to post a bond or yesort to clandestine departures.
The demand Yor fémale labor to work in the cotton mills of Fall River, New -

' Bedford and Providence made it relatively easy for them to find employme;ﬁ Cor

and, by 1900, there was a sy fiEfE‘ﬁH?Targe ‘Poruguese population in those;- -
cities to ensure that finding a relative or acquaintance to’stay with was not
~~"asubstantial problem. Some women came to the United States to marry their
. future huéband_ who sent for them, while others came to join family members
who had emigrated earlier. Once here, women ‘were much less likely to
- return to their native islands than were men. For every woman who left the- -~

. United_States. to. return -home"between- 1908 and 1919 three men aiso

departed.' ‘

e .
Do The rapid riseinthe‘numberof'Portugueseimmigfants
'« -arriying after 1900 was accompanied by a steady increase in emigrants
leavfng the United States to return home. | t was common practice for’young
, men who had immigrated to America to work until they could save endugh
" money to return to the Azores and taKe a wife-Many returned immediately
" with their new bride; others remained in the islands hoping to use their
- - accumulated cdpital to become successful farmers or merchants. Some were
v §t‘1‘é_ce§sful: others watched=their money dwindling \away and reluctantly
decided to"return to the United States —~ only this time accompanied bya
* “wife and children. Still- otherd returned to marry a wife only to find that She
« refused to léave her-family and were themselves forced fo remain in the
: ?slands,Such was the case with one man »‘vho left the islands in his youthas a
créwman on'a whaler and ‘ended up working in the Central ‘Valley of )
* Califbrnia for eighteen years, Finally able to realize His dream of returning
 to-his homeland'to marry and-raise a family, he found that the land-of his-"
youth had changed, Unatste to persuade his wife to leave the islands, he spent
the remainder of his life there. His children, however, followed their father’s

A
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. Ibid., Pg0,
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earlier example and immigrated to California."” There were also thosewho .
returned to the Azorés with the intention of staying and found that they
could no longer adjust to the slow pace’of village life and soon departed
agan.® Their counterparts found’life in the United States lacking in many
of the traditianal values which they had acquired as Azoreans and soon
decided that they preferred the lifestyle of their homeland to that of America,
They returnied at the first opportunity. In the twelve years between 1908 and
1919, no less than 20,751 Portuguesé migrated from the United States.!?
Emigration fluctuated with conditions in the United States, and rarged
' fromalowof816in 1999 to ahighdf3,525in 1919. Of those.emigrating from ,,
Iy the United States bé't‘ween 1909 and 1919, 68.9 pgrceht had been in this

+ . country five years or less, 24.9 percent between five and ten years, 4,1

percent from ten to fifteen and only 2.1 petcent of those leaving hgd lived

I3
’, -

here for more than fifieen years - x . . - -
Undouhtedly the war which was raging in Europe-,

_had some influence on the decline in immigratiop, although it did notappear °

to noticeably affect emigration during this time. The war did, however, fiel
. the nativist movement at home which was demanding still more restrictive -

immigration egistation. In 1921, the “Theée Percent Law was, enacted; it~ ——

established a quota on the Rumber of immigrants admitted from a particular ’

_ country at threg percent-of the residents from that ¢ountry living in the
United:States in 1910. The Portuguese annual quota, based on that formula,
was substantially reduced to 2,520."" The Three Percent’Law was followed
by more restrictive legislation in 1924; the end result df the new legislation

 was S R
" tocutthe total immigration, to ensure that European ~
immigration did not much exceed that from the
Ameriezs, and to impose drastic cuts in the movement

from’southern and eastern Europe.'®

.

~

‘.

_ América wgs no longer the “free port” for immigrants the world over.

P ‘e P ¢ : o N
¢, ® Anmterview with Alexandrinha Alves in.Patterson, California on November 25, 1878. Her
 {ather lved in the United States 18 years before he returned to the Azores and married her
mother. ‘ ‘. - -
s chrqués,A Trip-to the Azores or Westgrn Islands. P14, : )

- U Taft, Two Portuguese Communilg:s in New England. P."101.

W [pid., P. 117, : .
 Ibid.. P. 102. T ' g
" Taylor, The Dislant\Magnel.‘P. 255, e .
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Ethnic Surv’ivai_: The Mpineenanc,e of
-+~ - Cultural Values

¢+ ) ' : s
Azoreans, like all other- people, were a product of
their physical and cultural environments, and when they migrated to America
their cultural heritage accompanied them like so many pieces of baggage.
Given the nature of their interrelatedness and sogial interaction in their

"™ homeland, it was neither unexpected nor unusual that those ties, which .

constituted their social networks, would direct a chain migratjon, of new
N immigrants to locations inhabited by fellow Portug,uese. It would have been
. unusual if that had not vccurred. Portuguese scttlement pattergs in America
were a direct outgrowth of the triad of family, community, and church that
totally dominated and intertwined Azorean life and, at the sqmg ume, these -
settlement patterns encouraged the retention of, tradmonal cultural practices
., among the immigrants. Foremost among the factors that contributed to the
. retenuon of Portuguese cultuml identity was their patterp of settlement in
thlS country. . e
As an ethnic, group, the Portuguese were fiever,
significant, in terms of absolute numbers, in tife total popula!uon of the .
nation, but i in cerfain dreas on the east and west coast of the United St@tes,
they were quite important regnonally, and in fact were the dommd}lt gthnic
+ group in a number of communitigs. The concentration of Porfuguese
immigrants and their offspring in a relatively small number of locations

facilitated the continued utilization of their natne language, provided a pool

of suitable marriage partners for youn&, adults and enabled their eommunlty .
to ignare the developing social serv ices m this eountry and continue, in times

' of rieed, their own tradition of self-help. Durmg, the Tirst stage of migration,
when'a Portuguese famlly was beset by illpess, an aeudent or death it was

O ’ : N . .
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common to take up a collection in the community to help thosc in need.
Meager though suchrdgnations were, they. generatly sufficed ta bury the
dead and provide tempordf¥ assistance 1o the living. A number of fraternal
and mutual aid societies gradually uol\ ed Qut of these carl) efforts to hclp_
one another: one of the carlicst was the Assoc i iacdo Portuguesa Protectora ¢
Bijuerltu (Portuguuc Protective and Benuolem Society) whigh was
formed in San Fr'mus\.o onJuly 6. 1868. Its pnmar) function was*to protect
the living and bury the dead.™ In addition to the mutual aid funds. which
. went to the widow and childrenr of the deceased. theye early fraternal
. sotieties dignified the buridl of the immigrant. udually with a simple ceremony
', Tat th%umetnr) and rendercd aid and sympathy to the bereaved.™ Branches
v of thn POI‘(U"UCSL Protective and Benevolent Society soon appmrcd in pther
T cummumtus in the ba) area,-Hgyward. for example, formed a bmna.,h in.
March 1870, whnle San Lc.mdro S appumd in July of the same year.'**

v by P
Inmally most af thes; fraternal and, mutual aid .. -
societies. like the &nido Portugucsc dp Lstado da California (Portug,uese ’
Uhion of the State of Catifdia) or U.P.E. C.asitwas commonly known after
ity foundmz., in San-Leandro in 1880, would assess their surviving members
S1.00each. upon notification of the death'of a mcmbu the size of the paying
. membnrshlp determined the amount that went to the du.cd&cd s family. The
: variation in bénefits and the cumbersome nature of the collection process
tesulted in efforts 1o standardize both costs and benefits, and the societies . »
were gradually trangformed into a system of regular msuranu couverage, By
1892'members of the UP.E. C.. for example. were paying r%ular nionthly
dues \\huh instired that, when they died. their beneficiary \muld receive a
s¢t amount of money.™ The benefjts of hf.long,ng tosuch an orsﬁmuauon
weré readily apparent to all and mémbership . in the varioys societies
flou‘rlsht.d Local branches of the fratgrnalorg,am/,atmns appuan,deor{- .
m.,uc% communities on both coists of the United. States and, by 1918 the

R
A UPEC. which was just one of several Portuguete fraternal souuucs in_
5 . California, had 12491 pdymg members.** - 7 A e ,
/ ! T o' ' “rna ’ . 1 Y
< €« C
. . N - . : . J .
vt e Aux.us( \l.trk Vas. The I’r)rmguvwm (ulllurmul(.)akldnd 1963, P. 82. - L
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' "™ Ibid. P, o L. . S N |
- we Halh.y Hw C('nlvnmal )ml Book of /flcmwda County. L((hlorma, ‘2‘)2 : |
! T o Vaz, The I’mtugum(’ m (,uhfornm P ‘)L ]
. v _Cardozo, 7}1(’ f’(n‘lngummn Amwu(t Ig'lll BC- 1’174 HARA Y A
T ~ - ) ’ - . ' . . »
. Q e .o 8 -
‘, ' -'" v . e ! }) . LT ¢ R
o ~ \ . T ! e ke ' ‘




- ETHNIC SUR'V[V,?} - 83

Membership in the early fraternal'societies, was

exclusively for males, but in 1898 the Sociedade Portuguesa Rainha Santq

v [sabel (Portuguese Society of Queen Saint Isabel} was founded. The S.P.R:S.I.,

as it was obviously referred to. was formed as a ladjes’ society to serve asa

focal point for cultural and charitable activities among the Portuguese: it

also provided a startdard insurance benefit f_dr' its members. The number of

chapters increased rapidly and the SP.R.S.1. became the most prestigious

Portuguese women's organization in the United” States. As late as 1974 jt !
stiil had 13,500 members.'*~ ST A -

i~ While the mutual aid benefits provided financial
assistance to the survivors of deceased membed. (he fraternal aspects of the:_

-~ Societies were enjoyed py the living-.i'As the organizations becam;:»mci{:e,
formalized, local chapters held regular monthly business meetings; “the _
meetings were hcomplcte”wi!hithg election and installation of Tocal officers -
“arid the selection of delegaies to' attend the annual regional-and statewide
meé\tin§’s:‘1~‘hé§e{i\l:ahmg?éiings. which were conducted i Portuguese. were
.as mllch"suc;ial:as‘ibuSim:ss(?g{fairs. and were-instrumental.in maintaifing o

——_interaction _w_i.,thj;i;lhe_eur,mgggefedm munity: Fhe-anmial mieetings, Which:
" were filled with pomp and ceremony designed to instill 'scnﬁg of pride in
v, being Portuguese.swere occasions for the immigrant population 6 reaffirm

" .ties with friends and relatives living 4n other céémﬁn,itics and for their
children td associate with other young Pormg‘ue’sc people. While thg'-nn’ceting,s. 0
‘and social activities of the fratcrnal’societ‘ics were instrumental in reinforcing. =

A the cultural values of the community and retaining the use of the Portuguese '
" * - ldnguage outside of the home, they also performed another important function;
‘ It was the various societies, with their rituals and 5
. . sacial activifies whichofien added T and cere ™™
", mony to break the lﬁon‘ord.nouspattcrn of daily life °
and enriched the social life of the individual and the >
¥ familye 0 ' ho R o

v 4

. : , LColor and enrichments w:é\re\ noticeably absent from .
the lives of most immigrzmgts in the United States in the early! 900s. The - !
. difficult times which the Manue] A. far’xﬁl")ﬁdf“éaﬁl‘dfhia;%perienc_gd inthe

" 19205 andt 19305 were shared by their urban counterparts working in the
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mills and sweat shops uf New England. If anything, conditions were even
worse fug the city dwellers who were completely dependent upon earning an

inwume to provide for their family. Rural inhabitants could at least grow part *

of their own food supply when jobs were scarce, and urban jobs in New

& - . . .
England ‘mill towrs became noticeably scarce after the mid-1920s. The

increasing univnization of lhc}ulilc industry in New England. together with
the growing obsulescence of much of the original mill equipment. made that
mdustr) particularly susceptible to competition from moderd textile mills
that were locating in the South to take advantage of low-ost. non-unrion
labor. As the economic realities of the industry beCame more app;m:nt. some

mill owners aceepted what they saw as the inevitability of the situation,’

closed their New Engla(ld plants and juined the move to the South in search
uf\.hcap labor. Others tried to forestall the impending crisis by uultu?wau.s
in their eyisting plants, the workers, caughtin the middle of a situation which
they neither created nor understood. reacted by striking. In the textile mills
of New Bedford. for example—and they were by no means atypual—
management announyed a ten percent wage cut in 1928 and the mill
worhkers reacted by going out on strike’. The strike lastui slx months. the
lpngest and most severe strike in the City'’s hnstur\ and only ‘succeeded in
apgravating a deteriorating situation.'™

- '

Already reeling under the intense competition from
the South, the deptession of the 1930s. dealt the texule industr) of New
England the final blow. New Bedford lust two thirds of its Totfon textile mills
during the dcprcssmn and bécame 4 typical c\amplc of a depressed
,one-ndustry city.™” The number of wage arners employed in cotton
textiles in New Bedford between 1927 and 1938, decreased by 21.280.'7
Hampered by their lack of education and elay ed acquisition of Em.hsh dsa
second language, fully ninety-une percent of ‘their workers (Portuguese)
were found in the semi skilfed, and unskilled wocupationd”™ " which bore the
brunt uof the layoffs and jub terminations that swept the New England textile
industries Jduring the thirtiés, ll-prepared to ‘compete on the open job
market the Purtuz_ucscsuff‘.n.d from high rates of unemploy ment. half of the
Portugunsc working population of New Bedford, for c.mmph. were “1eft

v ‘
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' wizmout jobs during the thirties."™ Asa study by the International Labor
Office reported in 1937, New'Bedford was not alone. Yo
< . The }no»;cment ofcotton manufacturing to'the South
. o has created in New England (jn such cities as New

Bedford: Fall River and Lowell, and especially in the
smaller towns) a serious problem of more of less
° . permanently “stranded population™,,.’™

Portuguese workers were particularly conspicuous in
¢ that “stranded popylation™ and were hard hit by their economic misfortune.
At the same time that the textile industry was responding to cheaper labor
cost in thé South by relocating to that region, the garment industry of New
"York- City was trying to escape their increasing labor costs. Historically
dependent upon low-cost, unskilled. immigrant labor, the garment industry
was affected by the,decline in new immigrants after 1924 and viewed their
rising labor costs with apprehension. New York City's importance as the .

fashion center of the United States 8ictated that the garment industry, while
not tied exclusively to the city, remain in relatively close proximity. Lower
production costs in New Jersey and Connecticut and 'the‘i-r?éreasing pool of
"unemployed workers in southern Massachusetts stimulated a substantial
migration-of the garment industry from New York City to those areas after
the late 1920s. In New Bedford, the clothing industry was the third-ranking
employer in tefms of toal ttumber of employees, by 1938.1%.

During this period many Pb‘rtuguese immigrants,
who had previously worked jn the textile mills, Sought employment in the
garment industry. U-hskilled and uneducited, they were ideal candidates for
the low-paying job o mass producing clothing. Even so. the new industry
was not able to substantially reduce un mployment among -Por‘tuguese
workers in Fall River and New Bedford and “many of them moved to
Newark, New Jersey, and other cities in search'of jobs™."™ The early stages of
the migration from Massachusetts to .Connecticut and New Jersey were
already apparent in the Census of 1930 (See Table 5). THese early migrants,
like their predecessers who first came to America, established themselves in

-
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urban occupations and provided a destination and assistance to subsequent
' waves of migration during the thirties. )

The economic malaise which settled on the New
Em,land textile centers in the 19205 slowed the occupational progress of its
newest immugrant groups to a standstill, this was particularly true for the
Portuguese 1n places like Fa River and New Bedford where that progress
has remained stalled to the present.™ In additian to making it difficult to

_ muantain family and commanity 5t‘1bilit3‘ the loss of jobs and continued ’
- < anemployment had 4 negative impac € upon “traditiomal Portuguese cultural
values among some menbers of the community who came to associate
being Portuguug with being ungmplu)ablg of sumehow inferior to being |,
American. The move to disassociate themselves, at least from the more
visible signs of their cultural heritage. such as speaking Portuguese, became

more wmmonpiace As one researcher commented in 1949: '

Mansy Portuguese |mm12rants and their children have
leaned toward discarding the Portuguese language,
only in order to mm.edl their background asa means
means of overcoming social prejudxces. but also in
ordet to fulfill what they consider a patriotic duty

.

- - L. The |mmu,rantsllic\»asaraxlh.aldgpdrturtfromihe

.. 1.
- . ACRNNY (3

traditsonal hiestyle of thg ‘AZzores. invariably, evérything 3 seemed to'be done
differently in Americd rand immigrants had little LhOICC but to adapt In the
process of changing and making innumerable adlustmgnts to life in this new
world. m@ traditional practices were quictly abandoned by the wayside.

In the midsT of all the turmoil and uncertainty, however: the Church stood
copstant and unchanging and provided a welcome sense of security. A ~-
shared faithn the Roman Catholic Church was the most basic ‘componentof
she Portuguese cultural heritage and the one mest fesistant to change.

Immugrants and their «ildren might give up their native language. anglicizg
therr family name. and divoree themselvesof everything that identified them
as Portuguesc. byt they rarely gdve up their religion. For the vast majority, it
was a rehigion bas®d on simple faith., uneducated. they wére not versed in the,
dogmm. of the church but rather 1n the ritual. From the peasant perspective.

1t was not necessary to understand the tenets ‘of the churchas long asone had
fauth and. followdd the religious dictates of the priest. qud‘grmg on mysti-

e

. ' 'y N ’
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cism. theirgeligion ¢ombined an inordinate fai{h in the

power of saings with a
stric devotion g the ritual

and ceremony of the mass. ’

v P
Millions of other immigrants were also adherents of

the €atholic faith, p'articularly those fron#southern Europe. and the Church -
was already‘well_cstqblished in America when most of the Portilguese
arrived. Regional variations exi._st’in all institutions, even in\_thos? religious
institutions professing the same basic doctriries. and the Portuguese preferred

their churchesin-America to be simifar. both in ritual and appearance, to.the
ones they left behind in the Azores. A Portuguese priest was first sent to New
Bedford in 1867 toRuare for the religious needs of the Portuguese immigrants. -
concentrated there™ and when sizeable Portuiguese communities became
established in other cities. such as Fall River. Providence, and San Leandro.
they continued the practice of secking priests who were fany] r with ngir
cultural heritage and could speak their native language. Al hough the total
number of Portuguese speaking priests was never veryTarge. the concentrated
) - settlement patterng of Portuguese immigrants made it passible for a limited -
nymber of priests’to maintain contact with dsubstantial body of immigrants, . .
Outlying communities that were unable to have,a permanent Pértuguese,'
priest of their own had. to be satisfied with a visiting Portuguese priest. who

came from the nearby cities, to say the mass for the local festa and for other
special occasions. R : iy

v

In addition to a prelerence for Portuguese speaking  *
© priests. many of the Catholic Chutclies built in Portuguese communities, ¥
were modeled after churches in their homeland. While the architecture often
brought back memories of the old village ¢
contaiied the familiar symbols, barticyiarl_y the images of the sairits, so
associated with their religion in the A:;g)res, When all else failed. the.Church
remained the pne-continuous link wiih the past and. "strove 1o remipd the,
immigrant of, his faith and struggled to keep the faith alive in the face of - .
countless obstacles™.™ ‘ R ’ . ﬁ "

' ‘ Closely related to the Church. is the’ system of '~

godparentage which is itself a fundamental institutiey in the Portuguese
y infantneeds a godmother and a

community. At the time of baptism ever :
as sponsor: tradi(iqﬁally parents invited a brother.sister -

hutches, the interior always

\ 3
godluther to serve

»
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or a very close friend to be godparents to their children. While the primary
function was tuensure the religious training of the child, becoming a godparent
alsu established a specidl relationship. not just between the godparents and

- the child, But. with the \.hﬂJb natural parents as well. Jn the traditional

Portugucw suciety, an ntricdte system of community ties and relationships,
nnl\ marginally rclatcd to the church. evolved from’the religious negd for
godparents. These rdatmnshnps werg based on mutual obligations..re-
sponsibilties and nights and further strengthened and expanded the normal
family bonds. In times of crisis an individual’s compadres. the bodparents of
his children and the parents of his z.udghnldren could always be relied upon
for comfort and asistance. they alsvjoined in and helped celebrate the more
memot®ible occasions that occur in every family. . '

L
It was not uncommon for |mm|grants to have to

burrow money to pay theit passage to America and they Trequently turned to'
parents. siblings and \.ompddrgs for such assistance. Aftersecuring ajob and
a place to live. they saved their money, repaid the loan. and encouraged

4

wthiers to join mpm Well gware Jf the meager existénde that was the fate of

most people in the Azorcs; they felt a'strony sense of obligation ta helg those
closest to them — brothers. sisters. parents and compadres. After a second
member of thy family immigrated and found work. they customarily pooled
their resources to hdp those Jeft behind come to the United States In this
way, entire extended famllms tovk part in chain mn.ratlons from their

_ homeland to a particular community in this country. The ties that helped

*‘that mflugnud th

ERIC

v

maiftam traditional Azorean society, family. church. and community., were
remforced and tranyported with tl(wm but the role of the godparent, Wthh
combines both re.hbwus and family ties. suffered in the suh;quent assnmﬂatlon
process. Alzhough the spéial relatioriship between \.un'Ipaers and between
x.udpargmz artd godchildren remained intact for the immigrants and their

children. its sigmficance began to décline with thé third generation and by‘

the, fourth generation being a godparent was little, more than a rdxglous
Cc.rt,mony. » . !

A »

All Pogtuguese immigrants brought their, cultural
hunt%c with them to Amcri . but the Pnrtug;ueu in California \urn the
most” sucdessful i rut‘unml. that heritage and passm;_, it on to subsequent
generations. #Where the new immigrants séttled and what occupations they
c.ndcd up 1n, which was largely determined by the suttalennnections between
 prospective immiggants and those alreadwin America, wete the key factars

ikn&,th of time that cultural traits were retained. For
rsasons already noted, most of the Purtubuun immigrants who settled on the
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east coz’xst ended up working as semi-skilled or unshilled factory laborers in
cities like Fall-River and‘Néw Bedford. Massachusetts, and Providence,
Rhode Island. In 1960, eighty seven percent of the Portyguese in southeastern
New+England were citjv residents and only one percent were working as
agriculturalists of any type.™ Tt was odly in California thatg large number of
A Portuguese settled and remained on farms. Eighty-seven pcfgcn; of all the
Portuguese farm résidents in the United States in 1960 were lving in Califorma
where the Portuguese have remained ghe most rural ¢thmg group in the state,
since the close of immigration in the early 19208.™" The predominantly rural
nature of Portuguese settlement in C'ulifo_rnia isolated the immigrants
culturally as well as spatially and. as a consequence. minimized the contaet
hetween Portuguese immigrants and the non-Portuguese members of the
host society - Almost the exact opposite begurred in the industrial centers th
New Engluﬁgl..whcre Pbrtugu.esc immigrants, . .

were forced to go ofitside their group and domestic
circle. to work in the factories in subordinate posi-
. . tions. thus having to learn some English or remain in
o dow manual jobs where litte or ng communication

was needed.™ ' e
1

This is not to say that the Pormguése immigrants in
New Fngland ziham'loncd their cultural heritage when they stepped off the
hoat fromi the Azores. Nothing could be farther fromythe truth. What it does

“ indicate, however. is that the ctftural conflict, which inevitably results when

members of dif ferent groups are forced into close juxtaposition. occurred on

the east coast long before it began (o be obvioys among second and third
generation Portuguese in California. In Hawaii. thc‘dg-emphasns of the

Portuguese cultural heritage was an almost immediate reaction among the

immigrants themselves wﬁm they perceived That the visible signs of that

hcritagﬁ. ¢ language. occupation and social praglices, made theny targets
for discrimination. As early as 1941, it was noted that,

there is a wide cultural differentiation between the
) ¥Portuguese in the Island setting and those in Cali-
=« " fornia today. Although there have been changes in
— A cultural patterns of the Portuguese in Californfa’it is
. 0 \ ’
i Gr.’nl\'és. “tnmigraans fa Agriculipre.” Pp. 111, .
L N Ibud Pp, 11-12. ' ) :
"t Pap. Portueuese Amertcan S/n’cs h PR
o . . . :
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. the.need to be self sufficient, the general unavailability of mg‘ns amenjties

‘fornm A fostg. or celebration. was held almost every weekend in some

the public.” _ O

90 - . . AND YET THEY COME ’
: N . .
. in Hawaii. wh;m) the Portuguese people have gone
through the proces$ of compeggtion, confiict, ac-
‘commodation, and assimilation and. have broken ’
Co *  down social distance, tha} the distincgion from the
old world pattern is most evident.™ .

,-,I

The euonomlc rewards associated with agrlculturg,m
Callfurma were o marked Contrast,to the situation in Hawaii, immigrants
were drawn to the rural areas in thc former and fled from them in the lateer.
The lagh of day-tu-day contact with people.‘other than one’s own family,

cummon in urban argay, and the general sense of isolation that are commonly
associated with rural life in the first half of the 20th century were conditions
conducive to the guntmu‘mun of old world traditions : among Portugyese
1mm1yaﬁ in California. ; :

Summer was a great time to be Portnguese in Cali-

community in the Central Valley or along the coast and c\e[)um.' lovked
forward to the vccasion, it was a time {or dancing, eating and socializing.
Traditionally. ¢very Portuguese community of anty size would hold an annual
celebration. Most of .these were two- da\ affairs which began with a
udﬂdldl\t,h[ procession on Saturday mg__ht The procession transpurtcd the
queen’s crown from the house of thasponsoring family to a chapel in ‘or near
the church. afterwards a dance was held in the lu;al Purtuguese Hall where
the c hamarita. a traditional folk dancé. shared the fluur withi less lrddltlunal
dances. The fulluwmb day & parade, complete with sunabI) gowned uutg,uinb
.and incoming gueens, participants from fratc:rnal un.,ammtmrks in all pearby
towns, and statues.of saints from the church, would transport the queens .
crown frum the chapel, through town, and end up at the church where the
participants attended mass. At the concluston of mass, the crown*would be
blgssed, the new queen crawned and the procession would march back to the
chapel. Afterwards a traditional mnal of meat and bread was served free to

.
A » » .. »
) »  Thelocal Portuguese celebration remained visible in.

Califorma long after 1t ceased to exist in mast New England ang Hawaiian ~~ ™

ety

" Estep. Portuguese Assmlatton in Hawair andQalilormia.” P, 64, b

" Diane Ahwgal Lane. Portuguese Relngous Festivaby ™t npuhhshul ‘\1 /
ma State University. (‘hun 19781 Pp. 22:23.

v .
v N .

EMC i _ . R | : . .

WA S rovassio e ) . ‘1(}|)



’

. . ETHNIC SURVIVAL e

91

L3

c'orr;munities. It contributed to the
Portuguese pophlation by fac
-among the member$ of
traditions of the immigra

maintenance of strong ties among the *
ilitating the exchange of news and information
a rural population ang transmitting ' the cultural
nis to their children. Fhe children were just as,much
a-part of the festivities as adults: they learned to dance the chamurita,
.marched in the procession, and enjoyed the afterpdon meal as much as their
parents. In the process, th’;:y grew up hccustgmgd’ to hearing Portuguese
used as the common language not only at home but at the social functions
they attended. The9 also had ample opportunities to become acquainted,

with boys and girls who shared their cultural heritage. As one writer noted in
1941, ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’

. >
)

. " proud of their old-world background, their language,
' . and their institujions, the Portuguese in Calj

fornia

have sought to pass these things on to their. children, ™

In 1932a group of Portuguese from Gugti\ia small
" $an Joaquin Valley town on the west side of Stanislaus‘County, de ided(lo :
start a special celebration to attract Portuguese from al| over California.
They modeled their celebration on one which is heidSh the Azores, on the
island of Terceira, and called it Nossa Senhora dos Milagres (Our Lady of
Miracles). In contrast to the traditional two-day festa, the Gustine celebration
quickly evolved 1nto a full week of activitiesincluding: candielight processions,
nightly-prayers at the Catholie church, the blessing of cows.and distribution
of milk and Portuguese sweel bread, music and songs performed by Po}tuguese

' musicians, a Saturday night dance, an elaborate version of 'the traditional
. Sunday procession to and from the church, mass said by a visiting priest !
+ brought over from the Azores, an auction to raise money to help support the
.‘_‘:a_&g'gl‘qb_(qtion. arcarnival for children. a Sunday night dance, and. finally, on

Monddy. a bloodless bullfight copied after those held on the island of
Terceira, '~ : T

)

¥ RS

L While many of the local festas have atrophied and
gradually disappeared, leaving behind only 4 somewhat dilapidated Por-
tuguese Hall vaguely to remind third and fourth generation Portuguese-
" Americans of their cultural heritage, the festas in the\érger'Portd’guesé
communities in-California are still commonplace: None, however, can
compare to the Our Lady of Miracles celebration at G tine: it has becomea

N 3 - N
" Estep,*Portugucse Assimilation in Hawaii and Cahjornia. . 68,

™ Lane, “Portngucye Religious Festivals,™ Pb. 63-77,
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social* event without par for the Portuguese population of California. In
1977. an estmated twenty eight thousand people crowded into the small
town of Gustine to help celebrate the annual Our Lady of Miracles festival.
Forty-six Portughiese communities, some over 150 miles away, sent repre-
sentatives, 1 the form af the queen of their celebration or members of their
sponsoning {raternal organizations. to march in the parade on Sunday. They

. « L)
were accompamied by twenty degorated statues, the local queen apd her =«

attendants, all s#@itably gowned and robed. and six marching bands. All in all *
it wasa gala event which, though it costin excess of fifty thousand dollars to
stage, generated dver one hundred thousand dollars in revenues. The local
Catholie Church, the thankful recipient ¢f most of the profits from the
festival, ls,,brospermg'. the community is justifiably proud of its festivals
Portuguese statewide look forward to the fall event; and the.celebration
ﬁqjﬁhues to draw more participants c’m.h yeard™ . ur

'~y .

- The east coast counterpart of the Our Lady of Miracles
festival isseen in the Blpssnng\)f the Fleet in Gloucester and Provincetown,
"the Fedst of the Blessed Sacrament jn New Bedford, and the Feast of the
Holy Chqst in-New Bedford and Fall Riysr, all of which attract lirge enthu-
stastic growds. It 1s pnmarily in Californig”hough. where therural-Based

w

Portuguese comamunities have continued to sppport their local festas as well

as the more dlaborate Our Lady of Miracles. The survival of the festa, along-*

with other tultural traditions, has béen most tenuous in the Hawaiian Islands
Almost forty years ago it was notéd that “Religious and fraternal fgstivals
phay a far greater part n-the lives,of California Portuguese than is the case
with their brothgi}li}f‘Hmaii“.'* Their decline in, Hawaii has become even
‘more accentuated in the ensuing forty years. .. ' T,

- One of ‘the garliest casualties of the accultration

+

process was the Portuguese language. It persisted the longest in large. urban

Portugygse communitjesgvheré many fmmigrants, pafticularly women not
employed outside i@ home. were able to get by without {earging English.
and 1n the rural commyhitis’ whete” there was Jittle social or economic
mnteraction ‘with the English speaking population. In the rural areas of
Califorma. for example, immiggggts could get along quite well without
learmng English and. in fact, many of thém ﬁéycr learned the language. Al
work and in the -home Poréugue.se_ was ’al_ways spoken; on Sdnda’ys. the

Lh
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liturgy of the massat the local Catholic Church was performed in Latin — as
it had been in their-homeland, and in some communities the sermon was
delivered in P?ﬁ*(uguese. The major sociat events, the summer festas in
nearby town or the meetings of thé fraternal organizations were also occasions
to converse in Portuguese, )\Ithough the children learned English in school.
they' were frequently informed that speaking English stopped at, the outside
door to the houser” o ,

The acculturation Rrocess weighed most héavily upon

attend school where their lessons and social intéractions with non-Portuguese
children were carried on in English, they learned to speak that language
away from home while they continued to.,communicate with their parents in
Portugupse, While many immfgrants never learned English. their children
became bilingual, at least to the degree of being able to function in either ”
Janguage. It was these children of immigrants. born in the United States
and seldom formally taught Portuguese. “who were mainly responsible fof’
the origin, use and propagation of anglicisms and for.ihe deterioration pf
Portuguese in general”.™ . :

a
LR

. The bastardization of the Portuguese language. in
California took fany forms, but it primarily consisted of using an English
word. with Portyguese pronunciation, to €Xpress a concept or object totally
new to the immigrant: using an English'word that sounded similar to a well
known Portuguese word. although with an entirely different meaning: and,
translating English into Portuguese literally pn a word-for-word bhsis. Each
of these frequently fesults in a spoken language which at best ¢onfuses the
Porluguese speaking newcomer and f requently, either-amuses or embarrasses
that individual because the meaning in contemporary Portuguese is something
quite different from that expressed in California Portuguese,™ In spite of
their linguistic deficiencies, second generation Portuguese were quite sapable
of making themselves understood in either Enhglish or Portuguese and they
continued the practice of speaking Portuguese whenever they were with
other'members of their own generation, They spoke it less {requently with
their own children, however, who were rapidly being acculturated into the

larger society, | | o
, .
M
. - R b “
™ Francisco Cota Fagundes, "0 Isalar Luso-Amenicano. Un Indice de Acculturacav. ;. Lirst
Svmpositm on Portnguese Presenge in California (San Franciso. l97:$) p. 17. My translation of
the quote. . '
; :
" Ibid Pp. 817, \ )
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children of immigrant parents — the second generation. Foreéd, by law, to "
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: The third generation became, for all 'przfétical pur-
puses, unilingual. English speaking Portuguese Americans. Although tbq
trequently understood some Portuguese, from hearing their parcnts and’
grandparents cumverse and from atténding Portuguese celebrations, most
were not able to communicate effectively in their grandpatents’ language "
On the cast coast of the United States, where urban fiving brought the
1mm1gr‘_mt§ and therr children into daily contact with the English speaking
community, the process uf learmng English was frequently much more rapid.
In the Hawaiian Islands acculturation was even more accelerated than it
was otf the east coast as the Portuguese hurried to disband as a nationality

group. - \ .

4 . A more subtle way in which the passing years have )

eroded the Portuguese cultural traditions hqs been throdgh thc incréasing,
mewdence of ut-marrage, partic ularly .mmnb third and fourth Lencrauon
Portuguese Americans. The habit of seeking mdrnage partners from thelr
homeland, and frequently fram their own ull‘u\c.. as reported earlier in the
discussion of Rhode Island. was commion pt‘\.lutluydmung Portuguese
immigrants throughout the U fiited States.” The 'social interactions of the
immigrants through their churches. fraternal urganizations and celebrations
ensured that most uf the second generation found hmrnasc partners within
the Portuguese community. Again, the Hawaiian Islands were the main
exception. In the lage 1930s, 36.2 percent of the Portuguese males and 51.4
percent of the females were reported marrying dutside their own ethnic

;Mr\mg outside their
group in California at that time.™ R |

- \

It is among the third genwat*ﬁ and. those that

followed, that marrying non-Portuguese Americans ha? understandably,’

become rather common. The third generation, t}pl\,d"\ can nuther speak
nor understand Portuguese sufficiently well to be at cast in a Portuz.,,uuse
speaking situation and are less likely to be actively indolved in fraternal
orgammmns. celebratigns, and other social activities as th >ir parents were
as young adults. As a conisequence, they are unlikely tointeract socially with
many suitable marriage partners w ho share their Cultural he &nagc Instead,

v

-

most f theit social activities, from the time they first enter the,public school

-, v

vy Geottrey L. Gomes, Brlingualism Among Seeond amd Third (n,ucral on Pur(uuusc
Anlericans in ¢ aliforaia. st Ssmposian on Portugticose Prosenccan € “alfornya (San Franers

co. 19740, P, 4‘

" Rstep J’nrlugncx«. x\\smllldllt-ll rm Hawan and Calstorma.” P 037
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< system, tend to be prcdﬁnlfnantl) with ‘English_ speaking nun~Portugilcbc'
)oun"g people. By the time they are old endugh 1o start considering marridg,c
sharing a cultural hvnmsc is not necessarily « high prionty in ghousmg d
partner, Those who mer outsidetthe group were seldom active in the social
activities of the Portugidse community before they wed and are less likely to
 be actively involved afterwards. The use of Pprtug,ucm. at these activities,
frequently not well understood by the Portuguese American member and
completely foreign to the nd -Portuguese partnér. makes it difficult for them
to socialize. The offspring Of\uch marriages generally do ndt learn much of
their Portuguese hemag. thewdo not learn the language. and they are not
active participants in the social'yetivities of the group. In short. an almost
complete breakdown oceurs in theNransmission of the traditional Portuz.ucsc
culture to future generations.

.

Cultural value\ are not like an old pair of shoes, that
can be casually replaced when they are no le)ng.r in fashion. The cultural
herifage which accompanied the Portuguese immigrants to America had :
provided the rationale for their very exfstence in the Azores and. as such. was N
not easily laid aside far the. as yet. untried traditions in this country, Those

* same traditions, which were so important to the immigrant. had less meaning.
however. for each succeeding generation as they became more assimilated

+ into the host society. While many of the more overt fraditions, v.e., speaking
Portuguese. active membership in fraternal societies, and partigpaton in
tmdmonal celebrations, are not so common today among Porlugucsc
Americans, many of the basic values of Portuguese suciety have remained.
They still emphasize the i importance of the family. lﬁu father (ontinues to be

+ the guthotity figure, and they strive to maintain their ties with the extended
famll) A study uf cultural persistence among a Purtubuusg community inan

urbansetting in the early 1960s concluded that , '
y .

~
while the Portug,uu.g American sub«.ultuu has re-
mained ntarginal it has also maintained ‘coherence. in
contrast not only with mostother American subcul-

tures but.also with the general ullturc of the “receiving

) © o, societyh.™ . -

:
i

) The Portuguese population of the U mtg(,l States has |
suucssfull) maintdined aztmnb serfse of ethnic identity pver an c'xt«.ndul: ‘

LA
L] * 3
. “ j
" Hans Howand Teder, Cultural Pecsstence i a Portuguese- \numun(ummum(\ Lo
published Ph.D Dissertation. Stantprd Lo,- 19681 Pp, N8-80 . .
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period of time” The nature of the migration process itself contributed to the
maintenance of Portuguese communities and the general feeling of being
Portuguese™ Instead of 4 single mass migration of immigrants who were
then widely scattered throughout the country, Portuguese'immigrants have
continued to come to the same general locations since 1870, The traditional
Portuguese cultural valueswere.constantly reinforced by the arrival of new
immigrdnts. In the absence of any new influx of Azorean irpmigrants. most
,visihle signs of their culture might be expected to disagpegr gradually. So far,

" tiWdas not happened begause an extended period of non-tmmigration has ,
yettooceur. The flow of immigrants was severely Curtailéd as a result of the -
restrictive legislaion of the early 1920s when the Portuguese found, along

) ‘?yﬁ_th immigrants from all over the world. that the portals to America,

although.not completely closed, were greatly constricted.

. A volcanic eruption on''the island gf Faial in 1957 -
prompted the"first substantial loosening of_ifnmigration‘ restrictions for
Azoreans. The subseguent Azorean R‘efugee Acts of 1958 and 1960, which
were passed by Congress to make exception for Azoreans suf fering from the
natural disaster on Faial, was the beginning of the third stage of:migraton.#
New immigration Iegisla‘?ion eridated in the mid-1960s was much less

" restrictive and authorized a substantial increase in the number of immigrants
permitted to enter the Un,in;d States from.all foreign countries. The impact of
the new legislation on Portuguese immigration igreflected in the statistics: n
the twenty *years pgior to 1950 only 10.752 Portuguese migrated to the
United States; in the cighteen years between.-196] and 1977-more thdn
130000 came to this country, — thirty-five percent of the total Portuguese
immi&ration since 1820;"". Traditiopal Portuguese cultural values, far from
being an endangered species. are experiencing @ revitalization as a result of
the clirrent migration. -

- ' ‘./3 . \‘:

- - 4

. , \
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' J’ ., ) .. .
™ Francts M Rogers, "Americans of Portuguese Descént. A Lesson in Difterentiation,” Sage
Research Paper in the Soctaf Sctences. No, 90013 Beverly Hills. 19741, P33,

. J .
" Immigraton and Natwralization Servece 1970 Annyal Repore Washington, DL.Q . 1977, =
Pp 8688 Data for 1977 is from Correspondence with the Immugration and Naturaltzaton Ser-
. vice in Washington, D.C. ¢ ‘
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Too Little for too yi
T The Azorean Dllem\ma,-_ -
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“The second stage of mloratxon. which came to a ,
‘lose between 1920.2and 1930, substantially n.duu.d populatwn pmssure on
the limited-resource base of the Azores. The out- migration was ot ac-
companied, howeyer. by any change in the ‘basic sodial, economic, of

" political structure of the islands. The overall situation in 1930 was little .
changed from the mid 1800s. it remained a traditional smiei) interconnected
through marriage and god parentage ties. subsistence agriculture stlll
dominated the economy. and. the government in. Lisbon continued to treat
. the islands, politically and u.onomually as if they were a colony instead of

an integral part of the natiorf. The &eneral economic depression which beset
the world during the 1930s virtually ensuréd that the nature of life in the
islands, which had enabled the population tu survive difficult tim{.s in the
past. would remain unchanged. In’effect. the “breathing room™ which
resulted from relieving the ulation pressure in the islands, was not
perceived as an opportuniff to bring about needed structural changes,
particularly in the economic realm where they were so badly needed, and hfe
continued s usual. €iven such conditions, it was inevitable that, in the
absence of any significant out migration, population pressure would begin

to increase agam and eventually reach crisis proportions, one generation ,
later., in the mid-1950s dverpopulation was, once again, the over- -riding

. problem in the Azores. .

.

. In'1950 the populauon of the Azores had dlimbed 10 .

"316,287. an increase of 67.152 individuals in thirty years. A graph deputmn
the age and sexs composition of the population Lnum&,rdtul i the 1950

. .. iy

’

v "
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~ Census reveals a typical expanding popalation. with the largest number af
people in the younger age groups and each ohort larger than the cohort
born before it (See. Table 6). In spite of the significant out- migration that
look‘plau prior to 1920, the 1950 age-sex pyramid does not have a noticeable

nature and effectiveness of that earlier migration. Migrations typicallyeare
selective, in that they attract primarily the population in the 15-45 age

= -- -group. and their absence remains visible in an age;sex Pyramid until the
people in those age groups eventually cease to exist. The absence of any
slgmflcanrgaps in the 1930\ge—sex pyramid illustrates again the degree to
which the previous migranon was a chain mugration ot imterrelated indi-
viduals which removed entire. extended Lmnlm from the Azores — not just
young adults.

.

) The still expanding population of the Azores attained
an' awm..e dvmttuafi“pgrsons per.sydare mile in 1950 and ranged from

had the largest hase population i 1920, Sav Miguel. through & combination
"*"\(‘s -

share of the new inhabitants: seventy-cight percent 152,422 andividuals) of
.the total population increasd in the an.hrpc.laﬂo was concentrated on Sao
Miguel in 1950 (See. Table 7). In a subsistence-agrarian ¢conomy. high
average populanon densities are a good indicator of a hand-to-mouth
L\li[tn& and sm.h was certainly the case in the Azores by 1950, In relation
-+ to the amount of a"rn.ulturaHand on Siv Miguel, the actual density of the
populauhn exceeded 1.300 per square mile. Limited by the nature of their
expanding population. future prospects for the Azoreans appeared rather
bleak in 1950. Two unexpected events Juring thefollowing decade offc.rc.d a
ray of hope in what was becoming a desperate situation’. Canada "md.uallv
lowered its immigration barriers to selected countries. including Portugat:
and a natural disaster. in the form of a ml\.am\. eruption. persuaded the
. United State Imit Portuguese refugees to this country,

»
v

o ‘The Portuguese population of, Canada was less than

4000 individuals in 1953 when the C anadian government. 1 an effort to

.. promote economic development. revised it immigration laws and allowed

the first boatload of Portuguese immigrants to enter that country. Most of:

" those easly iminigrants went to work as agricultural laborers or unskilled
construction workers for the railroads. The fayorable response, on the part

af the Portuguese. to the opportunity to immigraic to ¢ “anadd. sosn prompled

Q . ot . v .
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gap in any particular cohort of the population. which dlustrates both the .

A of natural gréwth and intra-island migration, suffeted from a disproportionate-

.

"870 persons per syuare mile on Sao Miguel SR o Corvo. Even though it .

?a
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TABLE 6 ‘ ;

POPULATIONFYRAMID OF THE AZORES— 1950

MALE . " FEMALE
AGE .

75+
70-74 ‘
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54 -
- 45.49
40-44
3539
. 30-34
25-29
. 20-24
1519
10414 - . .
5.9
Under 5

_PERCENT OF POPULATION N

Source: IX Recenseamento Geral da Populacao No Continente
e llhas Adjacentes em 15 ‘de Dezembro de 1950,
Tomo 1, Instituto Nacional de Estatistica, Lisboa, 1952
. | | .
» ' . -
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"POPULATION.OF THE AZORES 19201950 :

e /

-

o . Apparent
: _ * Pop! .-Pop. Pop2 Chdnge " Pop.
Islands " ‘ 1920 P/SM 1950 - Since 1920 *  P/S/M 1950
Santa Maria / 6,457 174 15844 - 5387 3%
~SsoMiguel-. . . . L4538 164,167 +52422 . 510 % .
Terceira ’ s . am 60,372 +14,002 394 =
. - . : . -3
Graciosa ; 1477 31t 9517 + 2,040 " 396 g
SioJorge - - : 13362 145 5,529 + 2168 168 ) '
. " . Y emasene LN * , n
Pico SR 191927 118 224557 +.2,630 134 9
Faial » ‘ . 18,917 286 893+ 5006 362 =
Flores : 670, 122 S Y 7,650 + 930 139
Corvo . 661 98 728 + 67 108 . _
TOTAL - 81,543 260 316,287 +67,152 355
Source: ! Sumula deDadosEstansnco, Departamento RegionaldeEstudiosePlaneamen;o v ! ‘
| (Acore_s, 1976), p. 4. e : .
2 lo dos Acores, Departamento Regxonal de EstudlosePlaneamento (Acores, 1975)

; r, ,
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the government to increase its original quota of 500 per year.™ In 1960,
there were 22.434 Portugueye immigrants in Canada. ten years later the total
‘reached 84.968."% Tﬁc rush to leave P(‘)rtugal continued into the 1970s:
between 1971 and 1977 another 65.180 Portuguese immigranfs arrived in
Canada. with 16,333 arriving in 1974 alone,> By 1978, Canada was home to
some 150,148 Portuguese immigrants — virtually all of whom had arrived
since 1953. < ‘

Admittedly. the Canadian gov}:?nmcnt's figures are
conservative and do not include the iflegal Portuguese immigrants living 1n
Canada. A recent study by Grace M. Anderson and David Higgs. A Future
to Inherit: The Portuguese Populari{m of Canada., c’stimat'cd the Portuguese
population of Canada to be 220,000 in 1976. In particular, the authors topK
note of the scale of illegal immigration to Canada and the role played by
travel agents in both Portugal and Canada in coaching p- ospective imn-
grants. for a fee. on how té come to that country on a tourist visa and then
remain there iflegally.>" Whilc_the\rc may be some question about thé actual
size of the Portuguese population of Canada. depending on whether one
relies on official or unofficial data. it-is clearly substantial in number. and )
recent in origin. < o h

. In many ways. the Portugues'c immigration to Canada _
was almost a duplicate of the Portuguqsc eaperience in the United States;
this was particularly true in such areas as origin. degree of concentration,

. ' occupation. and the influence of social ties in determining who would
immigrate, where they would end up and what they would dp when they got
there. Most of the immigrants were from the Azores, about §cventy pereent
and. in contrast to the early arrivals who started out worlﬂng on farms or for

.the railroads. the vast majority of them ended up in the erty. The ety. in this
- case. was most often Toronto, which by 1978 had a Portuguese community

- .ofabout 10'().0(.)().-“” Second only to Toronto was Montreal with a Portuguese

T [ v : ¢ f .

: . © ™ Chroline B Bretelr, “Ethnicity and Entrepreneurs Portuguese Immgrants 1n A Canadian
City™ In Ethnic Encounters Idehttics and Contexts. Edited by George L. Hicks and ‘e
Philﬁip E. Leis. North Scituate, Mass. {977, P. 171, - ) ' i

“ GraceM And on.NL’l;c'r;rks of Contact: ThePormguas'eand Toronto, Waterloo,
Ontario. 1974, P.Y.

v —
.

™ ImmigrationSatisucs Canada tvarious years 1971-1977). Ottawa, Canada.

®, GraceM Anderson and David Hi £8s. A Future to Infierst The Portuguese Commumties -
" * of Canada. Toronto, 1976, Pp. 30-32,

0 Stanley Muisler. "Portu‘gu.csc'in Canada Cling to Old Way™, Los Angeles Ttmes. ché 5,
. : ' P 4

1978, P, 20. . \ . \ .
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a A\
community in excess of 206007 In 1977, nin&te-four percent of all the
Portuguese immigrants in Canada were conceentrated in three provinees,

, Ontariv, with seventy percent. Quebec, siateen percent. ard British

*

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N

hRE

Columbia, cight percent.” Most of the male immigrants found unshilled
jubs as construction workers, custodians in public buildings, or "dl‘\lt.nt.l's
i any of the women were employed as \lumgsms or worked in-the
ind clothing industries in Toronto.”” A study of Portuguese
immigrants in Toronto found that the” decision to 2o to Toronto was
strongly influenced. for the must part. by their contacts with uther Portuguese

immigrantS already living there, most immigrangs cither found jobs through ™

théir contay ts in Tordnto or teliéd heavily upon them for information about
job gpportunities. and. the kinds of jobs that were controlled by an
immigrant’s .network. strongly influenced that immigrant’s_long-term
prospects of achieving job mobility or becoming, trapped infa dead-end
jub.™ Although Canada has startul to tnuhtun its imnugratioft restrictions

again, it is still possible for an |mm|~'r.mt to sponsur uther family members
to C.mada These chain migrations influence what area uf Portugal the
immwrams come from, keep the flow of immigration Lumm; and ensure
*the new nmmwr.mts & plaeg to stay and dssistance in fmdlﬁu employment. |

. ) Culturnlly. the experience of the 'Portugucsc immi-

arant in (‘unada is also similiar to that an the United States. Even though

they tcml tu Jungregate in cultural enclaves in Toronto and Montreal, most
of the i ummwrants ar¢ forced to learn sorme English on théir job and adapt to
th; Ganadian way of doifig things. Again, however. it is the children who
most quickly learn English and. in spite of the admunltmns of their parents,
become Canadianized. The dream,of migrating to Canada. working for a
few years and then returning to the homeland recedes farther into the
distance as the children grow up relating less to the old country than to the
new one and univilling to réturn to aland that beoomes more furu«?n to them
wm?u.h passing year.” ’

' "« The flow of Ponu"uuc immigrants to the Umtul

.

Stdks ndn.l' u)mpltttl) ceased dft\.l‘ the restrictive |u‘ls|d(|un Uf the Ldl") ‘.

8 . IS
. / .

~ Brcncll. “Ethnicity and Fatreprencrs™ P17

™ Anderson, Yerwan ks of ( anlgct P. K.

Brettell, “Ethmeny aid Fatreprencurs™ P 172

. . 3, .
" Anderson, Metworhs of Contact, Ppe xi-xiv, , - . !
. :
N . «
* Menler, “Portuguese ip Canada Ching to Old Ways ’ | ‘
' [ g . ! 3 . I R
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¢

19205 was enacted. but it came close during the dcprcss'ior?ycurs of the

1930s. During that decade only 3.329 Portugucse immigrantsarnved in this

country: jn the ten years that followed the numbet of immigrants more than

doubled as 7.423 of them managed to get to the United States.* The Tirst

significant change in Portuguese immigration to this country developed out

of a natural disaster in the Azores. In 1957 the island of Faial was shaken by

the eruption of a new volcano and. although no lives were dost, a considerable

amount of damage octurred in one of the more isolated villages.and the

surrounding area. During the post-World War 11 vears the United States

developéd a “refugee tradition™; special legislation was epacted time.and

Time again to permit a non-quota tlow of immigrants from a particular

coﬁmry into the United States.in order that they might escape a djfficult

situdtion in their homeland. True to fofm.. Congress enacted the Azorean

Refugee Act of 1960. To help ease the problems of resettlement caused by

the voleanic eruption. Congress first created 1,500 special non-quota visas

to enable heads of family from FaiQI to immigrate to the United States: in
*1960, 2.000 additional non-quota visas were authorized. In all, 4811

Portuguese immigrated to the United States undér the Azorean Refugee
Acts™ | . - ’

The Azordan Refugee Acts of 1958 and 1960 marked
the beginnings of the third stage of migrdtion from the Azores to the United
States. Although immigeation under the gef ugee acts was restricted to people
affected by the er’uption of the volcano on Faial, the acts were followed m.
the mid-1960s by a complete revision of the immigration laws of the United

“ States. The National Origin's Legislation of the 1920 was, replaced with less

»

E

‘restrictive and non-discriminatory quotas. The new law provided: ‘

the admission of immediate relatives (dnmarried
children unc:l_er twenty-one, spoﬁse. and parents of a
U.S. citizen) without numerical timitations. It further
allows a maximum of 20.000 visas to each Eastern
Hemisphere country, preferende to be given to un-
, married adult sons_ of daughters of U.S. citizens,
. " 'then to spouses and unmarried sons or danghters of
permanent resident aliens. then o m:lrricdﬁons or

¥ Immigration and Naturahzation Senvjce. 1976 Annual Report. Washington. D.C, 977.
Pp. 86-88. ° 4 . - :

’

* Francis M Rogers. "Americans of Portugnese Descent, A Lesson 1a Differentiations, Sage
e

Cr \Rmmr\ch,Paper in the Social Scfences=Beverly Hills, t974 P33, . o,
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o daughters of U.S. citizens, then to brothers or sisters
ot of U.S. citizens, and finally to nonpn.fen.nv.e immi-

grants" S

The inhabitants of the Azores were in desperate straits
by the mid-1960s and welcomed the relief promised by the new immigration
laws. Antomo de Oliveira Salazar, the Portuguese chief of state, had ruleds’
that country with an iron hand since 1933 and few benefits reached, ‘the
Azorean Islands, In addition to the normal, heavy rate of taxation that
Purtuguese citizens endured, all goods imported to the Azores from aforeign
country had to pass through Lisbon figst where a special tax was added.
" Similarly, any product befng exported from the islands suffered the same

. fate. \M(h little say in their local government and only,token rcpresc.ntatlon
inthe natlohal government, the islands were, in every sense of the term, ljttle
more than a cylony of mainland Portugal, Althouz,h they were offluall)
recognized as an integral part of Portugal, they were never treated as such.
They were, however, Portuguese citizens and the traditional ties that had

. evolved over the pastfour hundred years, partly a result of their proximity to
the mainland, firmly identified them as Portuguese. Suchwas not the casg in
Angola and Mummblquc - the two major Portuguese colonies in Africa.

. While most Europedn colonial powers acknowledged
changing world conditions.in the post World War 11 ¢ra and made plans to,
terminate, as gracefully as possible, the -colonjal status of their former
territories in Africa, Portugal was deteérmined (o maintain control over its
African colonies. The Portuguese gov ernmentof Antdnio Salazar reacted 0
Afncan demands for independence by sending more troups to 'Vluz.dmblqux..
Angola and Portuguese G uinea, the Africans responded with the hitand-run
tactics, of guerrilla warfare. For the next fourteen years a colonial war of
attrition raged, with varying degrees of ihtensitics. in Portugal's African |
colghies. Outnumbered almost two to vne by its gulumsts Portugal was hard
. prcsscd to fight a three- front war. On«.c agajn the young men.y of the Azores
were faced with conscription into the Portuguese Army. Tnstéad of the
prospects of befing stationed on the mainland for several years, they now
faced the probability of being sent to Africa to fight in a guerrilla war which
‘they could not hupe to win. Even Salazar's abdication of power in 1968, a
—_résult of poor health, did not end Portugal’s invilvemeatin the three-front
coluniabwar, s suceessor was as committed as Salazar had heen to preventing
Ml e , , v
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the three African countries irom becoming independent nations. As the war
continued year after year with no end in sight, immigration to the United

" States or Canada appealed to more and more young men as an attractive
alternative to going off to fight in an unpypular war in Africa. Even parents .
with young children emigrated to avoid the prospects of future military
service for their young sons.” ‘

In spite of the number of Azoreans who were able to
immigrate to Canada or the United States during the last half of the 1950s.
the papulation of the islands continued to increase and reached a new high of
327,421 individuals in. [960." As the pressure on the limited amount of
agricultvral land intepsiljed. the dichotomy inherentin the traditional system
of land ownership bedamdeven thore conspicuous. Of the 40,710 agricultural
landholdings in the Aczoresin 1965, 81.8 percent were less th{m three hectares

v.

in size" and yet those $1.8 percent controlled only 337 percent of all
agricultural land (See. Table 8). Their counterparts, the number of holdings
in‘excess of ten hectares, which included only 3.2 percent of all the farms,
accounted for 31.8 percent of the total agric ultural land. On some isl ands the
vontrasts were even more extreme. On Sao Miguel, for example, 88.3 percent
of the farms were concentrated on 46 percent of the agricultural land on the
one hand, while on the other, 27.2 percent of the Taind was controlled b) only: .
‘2.1 percent of the farms. With only thirty-eight percent of the land even
marginally suitable for agriculture and she population still increasing, the
prospects of the younger generation being able to acquire enough land to '
support theniselves were yery poor.

The poS%ibihies for urban-oriented meloymunt were
not any better. With only slightly more than 21,000 inhabitants n 19'(0
., Ponta Delgada. Sao Miguel, was the largest urban enter in the Azores. itwas .
[ollowx.d by Angra do Heroismo. Terceira with 16,000 and Hortd, Faial with
7000 residents.”* As district capitals, thg) were able to provide aqhmm,d ‘
amount of employment in the various government agencies, but even that
‘was minial. Lacking an industrial base, and without any prespects of:
acquiring one, the three urban areas were limited to basic protessing and .
. v

""Information is from interviews wndus.tcd in thc Acores by the authur in the summer of

1978, o

NV -t
" Recenseamento Geral "da Popula. dv nu Conlmentc e llllga.s A/awma) T960. Tomoll, +
Lisbioa. 1960, ‘ - "

™ A hectare of land.is approximately 2.5 acres., - ‘
M Acores: Do 25 de Abril ate aos nossos dias. Lisboa. iof.p 143, .
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. 3" TABLES . s
. AGRICULTURAL,LANDHOLDINGS IN TI-IE AZOB.ES 1965
\ \ .
P . + /
—=— ' B
— o . More Than
Number  Areain 0-3 Hectares 3-5 Hectares 5-10 Hectares 10 Hectares
. of Farmland (Percent). (Percent) * -+ (Percent) * + - (Percent)
Islands . Holdings ‘(Hectares)  Farms Area Farms Area Farms ' Area Farms Area
N ,
Santa Maria " 1754 285735 870 . 479 v 78 18.4 3.9 169 1.3 16.8
a0 Miguel 17494 3085480 883 46,0 60 129 36 139 21 272
Tergeira 8487 1886817 80.0 29.8 108 t183 6.8 206 2.7 313,
Graciosa 1980 273266, 88 51 5.9 16.2 42, 7 207 12.0
S0 Jarge B T S 1Y . ST SRR
Pico . 47 122930 s 2.2 99 130 93 -219 6.3 429-
Faial 2428 678y 680 28.2 19.4 26.9 9.9 238 2.7 211
\ . . . ) ‘

Flores 1373 449038 - 735 23.2 12.8 15.1 9.0 18.7 57 . 430
Corvo ] 1 3597 487 B3NS B4 1 3 L 27 83
TOTAL 40710 - 89.578.02 ~ 818 Kkl 8.9 15.6, 6.] 189 2, 8.

) ¢ N » . v ;.

Sot Q lade Dados Ectamucos Departamento Regional de EstudldscPlaneamemo. (Acores, i976). p. 2. )
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packaging of agricultural products and providing goods and services for a
poor, rural population. With one exception, the military base on Terceira,
non-urban service employment was virtually nonexistent. The *ir base,
which the United States leased from Portugal, provided employment for a
number of Azoreans, as support staff for the base and the American
. servicemen stationed there, but the revenues from legsing the base went to
' the Portuguese government. Although they welcomed the employment that
the installation provided, the natives of Terceira found themselves :xposed
to conspicuous consumption and forced to compete with the comparatively
wealthy American servicemen for housi ng and other goods and services in
the nearbywillages. Although the “ugly American"syndrome contributed to
a sense of resentment toward American servicemen, it also reinforced the
.myth that everyone in America was wealthy and helped entice young *

Azoredns to become immigrants. .
, -/ ‘ '

Indicagons that the third wavhﬂ' migration was in
motion first became apparent in the 1960 Census when sis of the nine jslands
registered anabsolute decline In population (See. Table 9). Even thot‘:gh the
other thre¢ islands also experieneed dut-migration after 1950, their net gain
was sufl'iciépt toaccount for an overall increase in the archipelag's population
hetwedn 1950 and 1960. The population of the A zores reached a new high of
327.421in 1960 with an average density of 368 persons per square mile. Four
of the*ning islands exceeded 300 persons per square mile: Sao Miguel and
Terceira, with 587 and 473 respegtively. were at the top of the st (See, Table
9). , ’ = Coe
The archaic land tenure system. which atcentuated
tHe perennial shortage of Tarm land, limited the ability of the agricultural
sector to absorb an increasing population. The developing urban centers
were equally unable to provide employment for the expanding labor force
and, after 1960, the specter of compulsory military service, to fight a colonial
war in Africa, weighed heavily upon the future of the voung Portuguese
population. With few prospeets in their homeland. immigration was. once
again. viewed as a viable alternative to a continually dclcrioruiing cconontie
and political situation. Fortunatel,\:‘hoth Canada and the United States were
receptive to receiving new immigrants in the 1960s and 19705 and many
Azoreans took advantage of the opportunity and left the islands to join
ofriends and relatives in America. .

.
s

-

" The 1970 Census of Portugal recorded a substantial

. .

drop in the Azorean population, with every island showing a loss sinée the
bl M .

. *

Q- . s
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' ’ TABLE 9
— - AR POPULATIONOP THE AZORES 1& 1975 - E
L ]
A . ' Apparent - @ ng : - Apparent Pop.
. , Pop.t . Change P/S/M Pop.? Pop2 Change, P/S/M
. ‘s .
Islands 1960 *  Since 1950 1960 | 1970 1975 Since 1960 1975
: L RS . : - ) e
Santa Maria - {380 <+ 1336 36 9,765 7,784 -15,3% 210
4 ) o -
Sdo Migues 169,170 + 5,003 - 587 149,000 136,972 U L S 475
Tetecira . 72479 +12007 . 43 . 65500 61450 11,029 - 401
Graciosa . - 8,634 8 e T8 6,337 - 2297 264
M . o~ L N
Sao Jorge - ) ) 14,764 < %5 160 12 9"’0 11,930 - 2834 T 129
Pico ~ : 2626 - 93 28" 18125 16096 - 5530 .96
Faial 20343 - 3580 308 16375 - 14073 6,270 213
* ‘ : " .
Flores - - 6556 <104 .10 5,630 5093 1463 92
Corva ‘o, © 669 - %9 10 470 355 S R
Yo L o - .
TOTAL o adn +11,134 368 | B 260000 " 731 292
Source*! Recenseamonto Geral da Papulacan do Contimente ¢ ithas Adracentes, en 15 de Dezembro [ 960, Tomo 11, Insututo N.luun.ﬂdc &\ldtl‘allt.l
, Lisboa, 1960 . > PR
e Rm enseaniento da [’up]llm do (uumu’mv e ilhas Adiacentes de 1970, Tnstituto Nacional de Estatistica. Llshn.t WZ\' oL
P Qo ¢ores, Departamento Regionat de EslmhmcPI.mcamc.nun Acores. - . v T
ERIC " , SN b |
; . . T, ; *
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previos census. The apparent loss of ;112.4()6 inhabitants was. in fact. much
higher: official emigration records indidate that 75,116 residents departed
from the islands between 1960 and 1970 Witk a natural increase of
approximately one percent per ‘year. the population of the Azores was
gontinuing to increase and, if tenewed out-migration had not occurred,
would have reached 360,000 by 1976 An age-sex pyramid of the 1970
population of the Azores clearly reveals which qge group provided the bulk
of the new migrants (See. Taple 101 In 1970, the 2045 age group accounted
for only 14.5 percent of the malesand 15.2 percent of the females. for a total
of 29.7 percent: in 1950 the same age group contained 18.5 percent of the
miles and 18.6 percent of the females, or J7.t percent of the total populatron.
The lass of young adults was also reflected in a decline in the number of
births after 1965 and an inérease in the proportion of the population over
fifty. The“impact of the new migration is still primarily apparent in the
absence, in therage-sex pyramid. of a substantial proportion of the y'oung
adult population: once those new immigrants are firmly established 1n a new
environment, the traditional chain migration can be.expected to broaden the
affects of the oﬁt-migrution on the remaining population as parents and

&y 0 .. S -
siblings are also encouraged to move to-the new country. s

¢ The tide of Azorean emigrants ebbed and flowed
from 1950 to 1976 in direct response to changes in immigration laws in the
United Stdtes and Canada: During the first three yéars, before Canada
opénedits doors to new imniiéranlk. the out-migration averaged only 7§6pcrt‘
véar: when Canada began u(.:cepting immigrants, the yearly average mcreaséd
to 2,040 between 1953 and 1958. The igpﬁact of the Azorean Refugee Acts of
1958 and 1960 were reflected in ademporary increase to 6.800 in 1959 and
1960, afterwards the out-migration declined to 3,500 per year from-1961 unil
1965 and most of those went to Canada. The revision in U S, immigration

N

. quotas in 1965 prompted a substantial increase in emigration: during the

E

next ten years the annual flow of departees averaged 10',40().-‘“1151 the
twenty-five years prior to 1976, 146,899 Azoreans officially emigrated from

.their homeland.™ | .. “

! : .o o B
In addition, there'was a fairly substantial illegal ,
immigration to both the United States and Canada throughout the 1960s and

Al . e

™ Acores: Do 25 dg Abril ate aos nossos dlfas. P. 144, ’ s

#% Data provided to the author By the Director of the Department of Emigration tn Horta.
Faial. during the summer of 1978,

W Acores: Do 25 de Abril ate aos nossos dias P. 144, ) .o
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_TOO LITTLE-FOR OO MANY s

s

1970s. It was not uncommon for Portuguese citizens. and those, from other
countries as well. to visit the United States or Canada on a tourist visa, finda
" job through the efforts of friends or relatives,gnd simply neglect to return to
their homeland. The Immigration and Naturalization Service does notcheck
to see that tourists depart, and after several years the illegal immigrant could
petition to have his or her status changed to that of a legal alien. Although it
required-obtaining lcgz'xl advice, to process the necessary papers, there was
' seldom angsdanger of being deported. lllegal immigration enabled the potential
emigrants to leave theirhomelund immediately, once the decision was made
todepart, and avoid the delay; of waiting one or more years for an opening'in
the agnudl quota of legal emigrants. Yt is impossible to determine pygcisely
how many Portuguese availed themselyes of this shortcut, but apparently
many did. . ) ‘

) '\
: * Official emigration records indicate that<it ~three
pe:rbv:m/of the 38150 emigrants who left the islands ir thc-six-yi?r%eriod
1970-1975 were destined for the United States, while foxty-fife percent went
to Canada. Onlf\’ {wo percent of those who made the decision to leave the
« islands permanently chose a location othu:r than the Umited States or Canada,
which, again, illustrates the'continuing inftuence of social ties in determining
where an, individual would go once the decision was made to emigrate,
Alt‘ho'ugh Sio Miguel accounted for fifty-twer percent of the total Azorean

« POpulation in 1970. it was thé otigin of only forty-one percent of the
out-migration that occurred between 1970-1975. Of. the 15,642 emigrants
“who feft S0 Miguekduring that time, f ikty-cight percent were destined for

3 Canadaand thirty-niric percent for the United States. Wuth 10,182 departures
7 during’the same per?od,_ Terceira was the seé:or)d most 1mpbrtant Soupce of
emigrants; with twenty-thrge percent of the Azoreah.population 1t 1970, the
island contributed twénW"\?ﬂ’pefcen'P&f;the six-year fmgration total. In

ry @

. - . . . PY N ~
contrast to Sio Miguel. sixty;one percent of these Teaving Térceiraended.up

.

~

*+ inthe United StatesWhils only thirty-seven pereent went to Canada. With the
wexception of $¥nta Maria and Corvo, where the number leaving were in .

Praportion to cack island’s share of the Azorean population, and Sio Miguel,
which-was noticeaply lower, the other six islands wefe all responsible for a
larger share of emigrants leaving the Azores. in thé si;«uycars. than their
respective pereeritage of the total population in 19702 L

\‘.

 Data prby:ided to the mithor by the Directdr of fhe Department of ?’i’imgmlmn i Horta,
Faial, during the summer of 1978. . .
. . < e .
- < . .
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112 AND YET THEY COME |

the inhabitants, as being more severe on the other islands than they were on
Sav Miguel. The fact that Ponta Delgada. the largest urban center in the
archipelago, was located on $3o Miguel and was able to offer a greater
number of urban-oriented yubs. may have also contributed to this perception.

In' additron. between 1970 and 1975 Sav Miguel lost the equivalent of thirty
percent of its 1960 population thmm.h emigration, the siz¢ and nature of that
loss significantly reduced mmpulltmn for employment among the younger
generation of the nsldml While the i incentives toleave were obviously stronger
og some islands than on others, t Iumm of the out-migration, which
occuered inarelansely brief time spagas felt throughout the archipelaga.

A revised population estimate for the Azofes in 1975 indicated yhat the
population had declined to 260.090. average density, once again, dropped’
below 300 persons per square mile. In fifteen years, Lmlbmtwn%fﬁuud
Santa Maria’s population by furu -one percent and lowered the average
density on the island from 356 persons per sguare [nlle to 210. Faiul's
pnpulatiufdeulmcd by thirty-onie pereent in that same period while Picos
fell by twenty -six pereent. Evett Corvo, with its minuscule population of 669
inhabitants in 1960, suflurud a forty-seven®percert reduction during those
fifteen years (See, Tdhk 9. -

Pruhmm‘xrv data indicate hat the scale of the out-
migration, dulmcd somewhat after 19757 but the loss of soiany infiabitants.
even from an over-populated envitonment, created problems of adjustment.

. During the summer of 19784 common complaint heard in the islands was, "1t
mllmust|mpu\\n’nlv~ to get dependable agricultural workers™. apd. The cost
of labor has gone so high that & Tarmer cannot afford to hire help”. The
dechine in the large surplus populagion reduced competition for employment
and. L\)nscquLnGI). mt.l'g.dsk.d the cost of lafor. One respoimse o increased

labor costs was apparent i changing | usc patterns, land formerly

utilized for producing a variety_of foodstuffs was converted to pasture for
iz 2 A ! p

beef cattle. Large arcas. formerly devoted to intensive agriculture, wére
tranformed into an extensive system of land use. due toincreased labor costs,
the difficully in ubtaining adéqugjc help. and the existence of a ready market
for beel cattle in mginland Portugal. At the same time. toleed their population,
the islands wereloreed to importR ora and other foodstuffs, whidh they had

- customarily, produced.

Yo . .
oy r Other tradifional labor intensive activities aiso
wﬂcnd l'wm thu changing labor mdl’kt.l Handurahui .:ruf‘ms. t\pmal of
C e i :«‘ LA -
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+ the Azores. became difficult to find and, if avajjable, were frequently produced -
in the Madeira Islands. Weaving, for local consumption or the oceasional
tourist; virtually disappeared from the islands; Shore whaling. introduced

. into the islands by American whalers in the 1830s, was also rapidly dis-

" appearing, As late as 1954, it was noted that .

. . Sperm whaling in these islands is especially inte‘rcsting '
because the methods em ployed are a survival of that
old-time whaling generally believed to have quftc
R vanished from the geas. Shore whaling off the coasts
. of the Azores. prosecuted with the hand harpoon and
lance from open boats undersoars or sails. s still a*
. considerable indugtry,> o

Stepping into an Azorean whaling boat is like‘taking

" a step backwards in time. The equipment and techniques employed by these
20th 6entury hunters are identical to those used over one hundred years ago
by Amerjcan whaling vessels. Even the terminofogy employed*i the hunt

- ‘has been retained and passed on from'the earljer whaling period Although
a study of Azorean whaling in the late 196Ds.found it to still be a viable

. occupation on the islands of Fico and Fuial;‘-‘-‘ by 1978 it was being pursued
by a dwindling number of agieg, part-time whalers who occupied themselves:,
as longshoremen and. farmers “while they listened for the sound of the
exploding rocket which has'traditionzgllycallcd them to their boats. Whaling,

« "Azorean style, continues to be a hazardous occupation with marginal rewards.
As-such. itrarely attracts young men whq find.it much- easicr and more
rewarding li') seek their fortunes in a foreign country than in a whale boat,

* The whalingvillage_ of Lajes do Pico. home ofone of the few remaining_shore .
whaling crews in the *Azores, has. in its own way. felt the impact of

* - lout-migration from the istands as sharply as‘the-farmers on Sio Miguel and
‘the other islands. Like so many other traditional Yeeupations, onge common  *
to these islzir‘lds:‘whaling is fast disappearing and \?ith it goes the last surviving
example of the 19th century whaler, - : L

\

.
The curreat flow of out-migration is sending shock
waves throughout Azorean soﬁg(y. With m_oder'g transportation. the United
’ o T
2 Clarke. “Open Boat Whaling in the Azores™, P,.283, ~ ' :

' Ered Bruemmer, “Survival of Amer; cah Whaling Terms inthe Azores™, American Speech,
35113z 20-23, Feb. 1960, . ' : .

“ # Trevot Housby. The Hand of God: Whaling ir the-Azores New y(,ﬂ}.'ig'”_ -
it , ) N '
‘e \ . " ‘ .
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States I5 nOw unly a four‘nour‘flh_ht away from the lslands and the flow of
traffig between the two wuntnes is substantial. Many emigrants send money
to members of therr famuly still living in the Azores and return visits from
farrly recent immigrants are not ‘undommon. Their accounts of jobs and
living w'ﬁ:htmns n the new country continue to stimulate the flow of
immugrants, but it is also partmll\ responsible for a growmg sense of
dissatisfaction with I in the islands. Traditiohal vccupations are falling by
the wayside as \ounb people seek alternatives elsewhere and demands for
more and nmprmcd servives, which most see as longssyerdue, are widespread.
The military t;glu,om,r of the Purtugyese g wurnmz,m in 1974 broughtan nnd
to the disastrous threefront Afruan’;r but'it has been less successful in
dealing with the soctal, economic an olitical negds of its citizens both on
the mainland and the adracent islands. Migration continues to be a response
to sigmificant differences between one area and another and \\hu}?r the
Azorean pupulauons of lhv., United States and Canada will continue 8 grow
depends. to a large dz,g,ru,. upon huw the younger u,ngmlmn perceives the
Portuguese government’s efforts to ifitroduce social and ¢Conomic change$

into their hombéi?md. P ‘

-
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b . When the final contingent of the second wave of
Portuguese migration arrived in the United States during the early 1920s;
they found that ecqhomic\ conditions in their new homeland were not as
promising’as anticipated. The depression that first affected farmers in the
late 1920s worsened and became widespread during the 1930s. Although
they were not unaccustomed to hard times, most of the Azorean immigrants
werg inexperienced in surviving ina depressed prban-industrial environment. .
Hard on the heels of the economic collapse of the 1930s came World WarIi;

L while it solved théjpb shortage and put the nation back to work, it created
~ other pressures, particularly for ethnic mingqrities. World War I1, even more
than the previous war, was a war for ideological and political survival; and,
as such, it required Herculean efforts on the patt of thd inhabitants of the
United States to supply men and equipment in sufficient quantities to wage a
war. In the “ds” versus “them” psychology of total warfare, there is little )
room for the nanommitted; under the guise of patriotism many former
' dmmigrants abandoned their .native tongue, anglicized their name, and -
de-emphasized “un-American” cultural traditions. The pressure to be a 100
percent American” during the war years was most pronounced in urban
settings where there was greater day-to-day contact between immigrantgand
?‘f fnonimrigrants; the isolation of rural life tended to diffuse the impact of
" many immediate, shprt-term side effects of the war effort.

. Without any substantial input from new immigrants,
cultural reinforcement lessened with each passing year. Only 3,329 Portuguese
immigrants entered the United Stafes between 1931 and 1940, which was

fewer than 350 per year; although the total for thé next decade doubled
‘ . . o

- . < ‘ . A
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(7,423), it still averaged less than 750 per year. The minimal cultural impact
of 10.722 new immigrants, in twenty years is even more apparent when
_compared to the base population of 278726 inhabitants “of Portug,uesc
foreign stock rC$Idlnb in the United States in 1930 Economic dnd sdcial
pressures combifed to foree conformity toward sume prc»un»cndd model
of an American cluzcn,.x_mj the ab_s_cm,c of.dn)"iargc scale immigration of *
. people excmpli[_»,inb traditional yultural values of the Azores greatly facilitated
the duat_ process of acculturation and assimilation.

Economic condmons continued to improyve in "the
United States dunnb the 1930s and, at the same time, wors¢fied in the Azgres, ~
thereby creating significant differences between thc two areas and pressure
for the current stage of n‘ubrauon The volcanic eruptiops on Faial in 1957,
which motivated the Azorean Refugee Acts of 1958 and 1960, also aroused a
gredt deal of sympathy from Portuguese Americans for their relatives in the
islands. Although the social nctwur}\ had suffered from reduced contact
- between inhabjtants of the islands and the Uhited States during the thirty-year
interlude, it stlll effectively connected the two populations. As it had for,
previvus immigrants, the social network came tv the aid of refugees from the

-

natural disaster on F.ual and assisted lhcm in sc»urlnb cmplu)mcnt and

housing. : . >

f

The Portuguese |mm|grams of thc, 1960s and 1970s
‘were motivated by the samc forces that wmpclled their »ompatnots to
.depart the Azores thruubhuut the previous arie hundred fifty years, ndnig,l),
a change to improve themselves economicatly. The everpresent specter of
overpopulation and mnh;ar} cynscription for the males, as always, were
contributing factors. Lutlc has changed in the daily life of Azoreans dunnb
the previous '.cmur) and a half. Immigrants now make the trip from the
islands to the Lmtcd States by jet but, forther majority. the four-hour flight is
their first experience in an altplanc Two characteristics of l}a&z new
immigrants, hqu\cr..du distinguish thcm frum the earlier groups. edu dtlon
and a sense of nationality. Overall, the) t;:nd tu be better educated than
previous Portuguese immigrants: for, must the »hanbc is minimal, an.
elementary cduumun for, them versus no cdupatlun for their grandparents
and many of thicir parents. While their fo(gfathcra ft:;qugntly thought of
themselves as being frum a particular ullabc ‘c‘x island first, followed by the .
Azores and, lastly, as PorlubueSc,. the pc.rapc»d‘w. is almyst the ru&rsc now.
A sense of being Purtuz,ucsc permeates these” ncp»umcra granted, thc).drc
Azoreans from Pico, Faial, Sao Miguel or vne of the pthcr six.iglands, bt

"« they are Portuguese first, This sense of nationalism.is a falrly rccent

“ay, l
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phenomenon and js a result, in part, of the nature of the prolonged colonial
- wars in Africa and the Portuguese government's efforts to genérate patriotic

support for an Winpopular war.
[T

»

In the last fifteen years, aliiiost as many immigrants
have come'to the United States as arrived during the thirty years' from
1890-1920; when worldwide immigration was at its peak. The extensive’

*_-social network between Portuguese in the United States and the»Azores,
* which facilitated the migration by findingjobs and'housing for néwcomers‘
encouraged a high degree-of coricentr;

refdtively small number of ¢ommunities. Large concentrations of immigrants,
all in neéd of jobs, hoqsinﬁxand other assistance, arrived in such a short
period of time that ‘they-wére inevitably a disrupting force, even if only
- teanorgriiiJThebno?m;)us task of spatially and temporally accommodating
_the mffux of new imniigrants created a'gljustment problems for both immigrants

.. and Portugigse Amerjcans. ' ' -

[ ‘ “ ' 4 )
BURREE: "' .Although ‘the same single-minded attention to
dchieving economice well-being ‘was as, chatacteristic of past generations of

Immigrants as it is the current generation, 1L1s now cause for disdain on the..
- - part-of many Portu'giiese‘Amgr'iE‘\éxns andion

between the second and_thi{fgf; 5t

.

- Iegislgli%'n‘ was enacted tp pr'.oviqeg't least minimal economic security for the

)

1
e

LN

working population .and the eldérly in this count’r‘y.\A\pd, in spite of the

. current congérn about how to.continue financing that legislation, it did
generate major social changes, .Children ‘of immigrants, who ‘themselves
 grewupin America, sonigtimedtannot fully appreciate the true naturé of the

~* socialand economic.system left behind by their parents and, now, by tHe new
3 m gLt bel p

- Immigrhnts arriving frohy the” Azores. Never Xraving -tived under such a

‘system, nor having experienced the ¢inotional impactof‘bSihg animmigrant,
' '«»sec0nd'generati9n Portuguése Americans frequently cannot comprehend
- the immig_ran,g.g' o,véf'rfding;'gqncerﬁ-with‘ecdnomic security. Most people

have to go-into debt to.emigrate add the level of indebtedr_less usfjélly"
_ifiereases while they are'gétfing established in_their new home. Before they

edh even start 16 think about achigving the economic security which motivated

them to migrate in the ficst place, they have to turn, their full attention to

retiring those faj] ly'deBtg. Usually, “gvery able-bodied member of family
contributes to its income ang welfare™ 2, o

v~ s

b
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Identtities and anreﬁs.&di(«l by G.L. Hicks and P.E. Leis. (North Scitvate, Mass., 1977, P,
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* B Marifin A. Trucblood, T he Melting Pot and Ethnic Revitalization™. In Ethnic Encounters;
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118 AND YET THEY COME / Y
. While they genuinely wan tosee these new immiigrants '
succeed, many Portuguese Americans resent ij’le plethora of government
programs which, although designed to help immigrants adjust to their new’
environment, scem to favor immigrants over native born Ameﬂcans Asone ;.
second generation Portuguese American expressed it,

Sure! We came when you didn’t have all this and that-
- ) free money for immigrants and minorities. We had to
work for everything we got. Nobody gave us anything
for nothing. Now these people are coming in and get
bussed to special bilingual schools—so they don’t
learn Enghsh and are proud of it! They get free .
lunches, they, get paid to go to school, they get'
. everything free we had to work for. They buy 10
houses where we're lucky if we own one with the
mortgage paid. And then you tell us we should be like
them—pushy, grabby, and.not even, trying to be:
American! That's the thanks we get for working hard
and keeping things right.?

Whatever the reaction to the sometimes over-zealous
. efforts of the new immigrants, whleh frequently tet then stereotyped as
“matenalistic greenhorns™, the current wave of jffmigration has prompted
many Portuguese Americans to reconsider their cultural heritage. Whether
1t stems from a desire to counter the image of Portuz,al and Portuguese that
the new immigrants dre creating, or from a need to identify themselves as
Portuguese as 4 means of distinguishing themselves from other etth groups, ..
Portuguese communities in the United States are experiencing an ethnic
revitalization movement. Such moyv ements are most noticeable in the urban
areas, such as Fall River, New Bedford) Providence and San Leahdro, where
many of these new lmmlbrants aportxperiencing an ethnic revitalization
movement. Such movements are concentrated. One of the most glaring .
inconsistencies in the current ethnic revitalization movement, however, is
the attempt to identify with a classical, elitist qulture characteri.}ic of
. mainland Portugal, which was far removed from the peasant society of the
Azores from which most Portuguese American immigrants ongmated .

+ -

. .

162. Also see. June Namias., Antonio Catdoso— Boy from the Azores”. InFirst Gemzrauon In

» the Words of Twentieth- Cemun American Immigrants. Boston. 1978 Pp. 17173 4 7
2 Egellic M. Smith, “Estdo Aqui Mesmo”™. Unpubllshcd papcr.P 1. {
= Trueblood. “The Mclnﬁifzot and Ethnic Revitalization™, B. 165 . ,
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. * As the Census of 1960 revealed, the continuing trickle

of immigration and the first-group of refugees were almost sufficient to

maintain. the population of Portiigues foreign stock in the United States at

the 1930 level. The census enumeratemm residents with a Portuguese

.7 heritage in 1960, which was a drop of only 1,324 from the 1930 count (See,

* Table 11). Natiohwide the distribution wasacontinuation ofeearlierpatterns;

three states (Califorsiia, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island) still accounted

“for eighty percent of the Portuguese foreign stock. An additional four states

(_Con'necﬁcu(."Ha\vaii. New York, and New Jersey), none with as much as five

percent, brought the combined total to 94.3 percent. Although Hawaii's

" Portuguese population continued its downward spiral, Connecticut, New

, York, and New Jersey all experienced noticeable growth.

The pre-1960 growth 'in the Portuguese population
located along the east coust of the United States was a harbinger of things to
comein the 1960s and 1970s. The revision of U.S. immigm}ion laws eould not
have come at a more opportune time for the sevefely‘overpopulated Azores
and the inhabitants reacted by departing their homeland by the tené of
thouisands, The annual average of new Portugﬁese immigrantg arriving

.. during the 19605 was higher than the total for the entire decade of the 1940s.
In the twenty yéars prior to 1950 only 10.752 Portuguese immigrated to the
United States; in the eighteen years between 1961 and 1977 more than
150,000 came to this country—thirty-five percent of the total Portuguese
immigration since 1820 {See, Table 12). In the nine years from 1968 through

1976 an'average of 12,042 new immigrants arrived each year and there was a
noticeable shift in their destination: the contentration on the east coast
became even greater than ithad traditionally been 2

+ ‘

A new wave of immigration has been entering the
United'States since the mid-1960s, Jbut reliable information on the current
distribution of Portyguese immigrants, and other immigrant groups as well,
- isdifficult to obtain, Although the Census of 1970 collected information on
ethnic origin of the Unjted States’ population. it was never published. To
make maiters worse. the 1980 Census also has not gathered comparable
information on national origin. However, the Immigration and Naturalization
" Service does require all legal aliens to register at the beginning of each year
and. in 1978, 122,330 permanent resident Portuguése aliens registered in the
Uhited States (See, Table 11). In addition tq those 122,330 Portuguese

» » '\ N 14 .
B Immigration and Naturali=ation Service, Annual Report, vatious years from 196615 1976,

A
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T PORTUGUESE POPULATION OF THE UNITED S’I'ATES -
o . ' , ) 1870-1978
- 187 Coae LT 193 1960m 1978%
Political Unit . Number % Number % Number % Number * %  "Number %
Catifornia 34350 C400 15583 324 99494 356 97480 350 21260 7R Y - - ..
. - S
Connectigut - 21 26 (655 .14 . 4701 L7 9930 36~ 8737 .1l g
" Hawaii . - — 7668 159 1921 68 9325 .34 o <

» £ i s .

itnois - 856 o9 _ T _ 0 _ ~ - .- - - 5 '
.~ & v I, .
’ Massachusetts 2855 297 .°I7885° 372 1050% 377 0% M4 4672 383 | &
New Jersey .- - 62 03 599 18 8933 32 /6.487 135 "8
New York 334 39 83 . L7 778 28 N497 41 7455 6l " ‘
Rhode Island © 189, 22, 285 59 9097 104 20458 1057 16351 134
All Others LOIS -, ALT 2538 - 52 86K . 32 sms 53 sam - 42 .
TOTAL 8605 1000 48099 1000 278726 « 1000 277402 ° 1000 122330, 1000

* Foreign Whm'qStock Includm forcign born PQrtuguac and thur children —the.first and sccond generauon
A Pt.rmancnt’RcSIdent Aliens: " - - £ ' RN
' Census of the Population, 1960 Vol 1, Charactenstics—of ﬂw Populauan Part 1 Upued States Summan

A

»

B KC had by Immigration anu Naturalization Service, Washington, D.C.
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3 . J " Lo




.

NEW IMMIGRANTS : * 121

. TABLE 12
" PORTUGUESE IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES
' : 1820-1977 '
AN '
"‘I‘imei' v \‘Numbe{ ~ Percent of Total
~1820-1870 I 5,272 12
18711880 . - ot 14,082 32
1881-1890, : - 16978 39
1891-1900 _ ot 21508 6.3
¢ ‘ , " RSN S R
19011910 N 69,149 15.9
1911-1920 - . 89,732 207
19211930 ‘ C L x 29994 6.9
1820-1930 252715 58.1
?_——'—'—‘—'—-“—‘————E;;—: ————————— ”"—'&
1931-1940 p 3,329 0.8
1941-1950 : : 742 . e1d
-1951-1960: . - Coo 19,588 o4 -
1961-1970 ., .. ¢ 76065 | 175
197141977 \ Cro 75,397 174
19311977 3 1818027 419
TfotaL L 434,517 100.0%

Source: Immigration and Natura[izqtiq;z Service, 1976 Annual Réyort. Pé.
86-88. éﬂ’f Data from correspondence with Immigration and Naturalization

Se /ashjngton, D.C. g .
N i ..‘.) . . ,
C ' ' B N . i
classified as pernfanent résident aliens in 1978, another 26‘}‘29 became
naturalized citizens beu’veen 1966 and 1976. PR

‘Although the data collected by the Immigkation and

Naturalizhtion Service is not quite so precise as that collected by the Census,

Bureau, since alie{l&‘ are r'eCOrdegslzy ZIP code areas—whicly frequently do
\ ' ¢ 14 S

oxt Providad by ERl . ' ‘. . . . . 1 '
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not correspond ¢xactly with county boundaries, they du indicate the overall |
distribution of Portuguese alicns and  prov ‘ide a basis for comparison. Bdmi
ori that data, the degree of concentration in 1978 was even greater than 1n
1960. in 1978 six states contgined 95.8 percent of the permanent resident
Portuguese aliens and, although there was a noticeable shift to the sast coast
of the United States, thé new immigrants were concentrated in the same.
states in 1978 as the Portuguese population was fram 1900 to 1960, The most
noticeable difference in the distribution of Portuguese aliens in 1978 and the
. Portusuesc foreign stock in 1960 oceurred in, California where oiily 17.4
‘pergent of the former were focated versus 351 percent of thelatter. The most
substantial increase was rcportcd for New Jersey, with 13.5 percent of the
Portuguese aliens in 1978 but only 3.2 percent of the 1960 Portuguese
populatxoh (See. Table 1.

Massachus;tts furnishes an excellent example.of a

" state that has eXperienced mpld growth_in its Portuguese immigrant |
community in the last fifteen years. The Portuguese foreign stock in
Massachusetts in 1960, 95,324 individuafs, was concentrated in the same six
counties where the 1930 population of 1035 076 was located. In spite of the

approximate ten percent decline in the Pottuguese population during those

thirty years, there was only a slight decline in the percentage of concentration
in those'six countries — from 95 percent to 931 percent (See, Map 7). In 1960
there were 11,420 Portuguese aliens living in the state, b) 1978 the number
had intreaseddour-fold and the state was home to 16,7 2permanent fesident
Portug'uese aliens. 2" [n addition to the 46,792 permanent resident Portuguese
aliens still living in the state in 1978, more than 10,000 other Portuguese
immigrants became naturalized uuzens during that same period 2

¢, Five of the six countle’i where the Portuguese have
been concentrated in Massachusetts since 1900 still accounted Tor ninety
percent of the 46,792 permanent resident aliens in 1978, Barnstable County,
~wheére traditionally the Portubucse have turned to fxslimg as an occupation,
_'was not selected as a destination by many new immigrants. In its place was
Hampshire County, in the western portion of the state. with 4.3 percent of
the new 1mm|grdnts, ‘and Norfolk County, with 3. 2percent. Bristol County,
with 58.7 percent of the POrtugtese aliens, was still the most favered
destination even thoug,h it suffered from High unemployment rates and was

. -

. o ) .
¥ Ibid Various years from [960-1976. Data for 1977-78 furnished by Imnugraton and
Naturalization Service, Washington. D.C, .

vy ! et 14 .
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considered an eci)nomically depressed area.?® The war effort of the 1940s )
‘provided a temporary reprieve for the iicprc§scd textile industry of Mass- - |
dchusetts and neighboring states, but the prosp@ity was short lived. The
obsolete factories were unable to compete successfully in the economy of
the 1950s and 1960s. And, as they closed down, unemployment becanks i
serious problem in the former textile centers. The lack of jobs for long t?}lc :
residents of Bristol County was compounded by competition from large »
numbers of unskilled Portuguese immigraits who arrived in the late 1960s
- and throaghout the 1970s and their arrival aggravated temsions in the
already severely depressed comnyunities where they concentrated. A
+  npoticeable shi\ft"towan the larger urban centers, whcre‘“empl(iynicnt
opportunities for unskilled workers were apparently more abundant, was
*another characteristic of this new stage of<migration.'Bo§ton“forvexumpl"e, \
*  located in Suffolk County, contained the secand-highest concentrationfof.
permanent resident Portugudse aliens in Massachusetts in 1978—some 155 . .~
- percent of the state’s total (See, Map 7). el
|

[

s
Al -
e tea M

B . There was little noticeable éhu_ngein cither thessize. .
or distribution of the Portuguese populdtion in Rhode Istand between 1930 .
= and 1960, Each census found éliizllily more than 29,000 Portuguese forsign -
stock living in the state with ninety-nine pereent of them located it'the same
four counties. The current wave of migration increased the size of Rhode
Island's Portuguese population by approximately forty percent. In addjtion
..o tothe 16,351 permanent resident Portugiese aliens residing in thc‘étug\e"in ‘
¥ 1978, another 2,500 had become naturhlizéd o tizens since 1966, 2% In.1978,
" 'Rhode Island's;ghare of the nation’s total of new Portiiguese immigeants
ifcreased to 134 p_crc'cnt and was accompanigd. by a dcci(lecl;\slliﬁ' away.
from the rurglargas and toward the urbanized area of Providenge: Ney_vpgr(
County. which had 19:1 percent of the state’s Portuguese population in 1960,
only account¥d for 1.} percent of the new. immigrants‘in 1978 while . -
Providence County, with’54,9 percent in 1960, cortained 75,1 percent of tlie
permanent resident l,’brurgl’lcsg aliens fir 1978 (See, Map 8).." . A

o . Thc‘!’.or(ugucsb" population pf Conné’gtiqut doubled .
between 1930 and 1960 and. while they éontifiued tdbe Concentratedin four -
couritics, the relagjve degree of concentrition followed the direction of .
change which first pc'cllrr_ecl between 1900 and !f.‘).‘&(). The percontage of )
Portuguese living in New Eondon ("Zounfy,'ghg; old meling, ccntsy. steadity .,

. <V P Lo |
-~ N 4 o B L ; . . ;
= Wollorth, The Portuguese o America, P. 6l .. " oy a0 1 .
" v ~ . B T . s o
- * - I3
2 Imvingration and Natmralization Sertice. Anmyad R, vartous years from*1966-1976. Y
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A

'that California was home to less than thirty percent of the nation’s total
Partuguese populatlon While the number of new Portuguese immigrants
residing in Massachusetts quadrupled between 1965 and 1978, in Cahifornia
it only doubled ™ .Diminishing econoniic opportunities for Portuguese
immigrantsin tradltlonalCahforma oc;upauons was mostlikely at the root
of the decline. On the east coast most new 1mm1grants ended up as factory,
workers after 1890, while agriculture was the main dtlraa,tl(},n in California.
With the changing nature df agriculture throughout the Umteq States,

_ -particularly in the degree of mechanization, the increase in the size of the

farmszind mostimpurtantly, the amount of capital requlredtoenterfarmmz,,
it was mu;h more difficult for an immigrant to get started in farming in the

19705 than it had previougly been. The small family farm is no longer a viable
economic enterprise in California, and the would-be farmer is now faced
with the choice of getting bigger or getting out. Unwilling or unablé to
rémain on the farms where’ they were raised, prany second and third
generation Portuguese Americans joined thm‘ﬁd‘f urban America durmg
the 1960s and 1970s. In the 1970s; the likelihood that an immigrant could
find a job in the factories, on the east cogst was much. greater than the
" prospect of ¢ventually becoming an mdcpendent farmer in California. .

S
&

T e

- - - The dxstnbutloh of Portuguese immigrants withifi =
Cahforma in 1978 also fa»ored urban over rural areas. The percentage of
new immigrants increased in both Los Angeles and San Francisco Jbetween
1960 and 1978, Los Angeles Count) s share increased from 5.2 percent in
1960 to 11.5 percent in 1978, while San Francisco went fréfn 2.4 percent
to 5.3 percent during that time. Although the data from ZiP codes is not
absolutely precise when converted to county boundares. the concentration
of Portuguese in the three major bay area counties appears to have remained
* mimostthe same. In 1960, Alimeda, Santa Clara, and Contra Costa Counties
“represented thirty eight percent of the Portuguesp population of the state, in
1978 the same three counties contained thlft) six’percent of the permanent
resident Portuguese aliens. Tulare County. the center of Portuguese dairy
farming in lhc SanJoaquin Valley was the only agric ultural coenty to show a.
substantial i increase in the percentage of Portuguese betw cen 1960 and 1978;
it went from 3.3 percent to. 8.1 percent (See. Map 9). ;

Distance and discrimination have cmbined to limit
the Hawaiian Islands’ attractiveness as a destination for Portuguus; im-

™ Immugrateon and Naturalizayon Serace. Annual Report, vanous xears from 19661976,
Data for 1977 and 1978 furnished by INS. Washington. D.C.

"ERIC . 14,
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migrants since the first importation of Portuguese famili_es ascontract Iabogers

in 1878. The technology of modern transportation has greatly reduced the
time involved in getting from the Azores to the Hawaiian Islands, butata .
substantial increase in price. One indication that the Portuguese American
population of- Hawaii has finally overcome the sconomic liabilities that
caused them to be discriminated against by the ruling caucasian class, was
the emergerice of a Portuguese cultural revival in the mid-1950s. One hundred
years after they firgt began lo immigrate to the Hawaiian Islands, there are-

. indications that - :

many of Hawaii’s Portuguese have become confi-
dent enough of their social and economic status to
- proceed beyond assimilation and to begin a search

= for their identity as a distinet and valued culturall. <
group.® :

¢ Between:1930.and 1960 the Portuguese foreign stock AR
+in Hawaii declined from 15,408 109,325 and continued to shift away from .
+ the agricultural islands and to the urban area of Honolulu. By 1960, 60.4 s
percent of the Portuguése population of Hawaii was located in Honolulu * >
"~ County. The best indicator that Portuguese immigrants no longer perceived
the Hawaiian Islands as a desirable place to live, in spite of improvementsin |
' transportation and a reduction in discrimination, is illustrated by the num-
ber of pew immigrants that went there after 1960. In 1978, when more than
122,000 Portuguese were registered as permanent resident aliens*in the *.
“ United States, only 117 of them. less than 0.1 percent, were to be found in the -
:" Hawaiian Islands (See. Map 10)."

The largést concentration of Portuguese Americans
in the United States, employment opportunities and the ease of accessibility
from the Azotes ata reiatii’ely low price, are attracting the vast majority of
new Porthguese,immigrants to the eastern seaboard. Seventy-eight percent
of all the permanent resident Portuguese aliens in the United States weré
located in the five states of Massachusetts. Rhode Istand, Connecticut, New ;
York, and New Jersey in 19782 Many of the former textile. workers in
Massachusetts, who were forced to leave that state when the textile industry
collapsedgn the 1920s and 1930s. settled in Newark, New Jersey. and found .
cmployfhdnt in the garment industry and other low-paying. non-skilled

[/ « ),
® John Henry Fclf%ctcrﬁ Senccal. The Portuguesen Hawar. Honolulu. 1978.p, 119, +
** Data furnished by INS. Washington, D.C. |
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"MAP 10

PORTUGUESE POPULATION OF HAWAIl %‘7
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<«

industries. These Portuguese immigfants, who were, for the most™part,
recent arrivals. formed the fucleus of a Portuguese community in New
Jersey. As recent newcomers, their social ties with friends and relatives still
living in the Azores were very-strong. When immigration resfrictions wer
modified, first by the Azorean Refugee Acts and laer by the revision of e
basic immigration law in 1965, these former immigrants, now living in New
Jersey, encouraged friends and relatives to join them. By 1978, with 12,078
«permanent resident Portuguesealiens, Essex County, Néw*]ersey, housed the
 third largest concentration of mew Portuguese immigrants qn the east coast;
it was exceeded only by Bristol County, Mﬁ%sachusiet(s,’ and-Providence,
Rhode Island.z» o Ty S : .

immigrants. Granted, the U.S. is an urban society, but the most persistent
preservers of their Azorean cultural heritage have been those Portuguese

sufficiently large to overcome,the cultural disadvantages of urban life, and
theréby maintain an interestin the Portuguese ethnic heri tage, remains to

be seen. An overall analysis of settlement patterns of néw Portuguese
immigrants in the five-state area of the east coast also reveals a new core of

" settlement around the periphery of New York City. Slightly more than
“ twenty-five percent of the new Portuguese immigranls on the east coast of

the United States were concentrated in a six-couniy area sixrrounding New

established on the east coast. . . /
N N 0"
The emergence of a hew cofe area of settlement
gt ¥ . . . .
. illustrates, once again, the effectiveness of the soeial networks between
Portuguese living in the United States and those remaining in the A:Qres.

1% »
3

™ Ihid .
" Ibid g




132

P

1 . t

e
-

AND YET THEY COME

_PERMANENT RESIDENT PORTUGUESE
ALIENS IN FIVE STATE AREA-1978
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They continue to influence settlement patterns and provide employment

opportunities for the néw immigrants, even though economie¢ conditions ,
have changed radically since the 1920s when the second stagé of migration |

was abruptly terminated. Neither agriculture in California nor textile mills
in Massachusetts offer employment opportunities in sufficient numbers to

accommodate the new influx of immigrants. There are still jobs, however,

even for the unskilled, non-industrial immigrants from the Azores and
particularly for those who are willing to take service jobs or industrial work
at the lower entry levels. The urban focus of the current migration, with jts
emphasis on large urban centers such as Los Angeles, the San Fransisco Bay

Area, Toronto, Boston, Providence, and, increasingly, NewYork City,"

indicates that the new arrivals are both aware that the greatest availability of
such jobs tends to be in or on the periphery of the larger urban centers and
quite willing to accept living in a large urban environmeng‘ to have the

&opportunity to find what they seek most as immjigrants—a chance to im-

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

prove life materially for themselves and their families.

P

1..4 Y]




S o ‘_Chapter VIIT
.. Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: |
' ‘The Portuguese Presence in America

+ .. Migration has traditionally been perceived as a
sulution for mankind’s problems, When, for one reason or another, conditions
have_become unbearable in a’ particular location and appeared to be
sngmfn.antly better in another, the human reaction has been to leave the one )
e -for the other. In that sense,.human rmg,mtmn is timeless. it is, in truth,a
stugy without an end. The characters ch an;_\e. from generation to generation,
depending upon the specific motivations for a particular migration and the
availability of a viable altérnative, but the plot remains basiuﬂl) the same — an
attempt to improve tha political, economic or social well-being of a people
by monnb to a new location. In many ways, then, migration is a non-con-
frontation solution to human problems, in spite of the trauma qf dislocation
and personal adjustment, for some, migration is preferable to trying to bring
about change within the native setting. Change, however, is one of the
invariable consequences vf migration. Conditions are modified in the |
homeland, in a varlety of Ways, by the departure of large numbers of the
pupulation, smularl; thereisa dls»crmblc impact on their chysen destmatlon
as a new population, du.ompamed by their traditions and cultural valies, ’
adjusts to and modifies their new location. Sumetimes these changes are
readily ubservable. other times one has to Jook more intently to fully
appreciate the impact of @ paﬂ(cular migration,

-

/ Within the Azores few substamlve changes have
oceurred in the past century, and.a half. Agricultute, the basis of the economy,
ts stll constricted by an archaic system of land tenure which keeps.control —
of most uf the bést land in the hands of a small minarity ho. frequently, are
absgn_tee landiords. The Portuguese political system, still jn the throes of
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trying to establish a democratic system of government, ﬁ;x.s\)ct to stabilize
sufficiently to govern the country effectively. The fifty-year dictatorship of
the Salazar government replaced an earlier monarchy and was, in turn,
finally overthrown by a disillusioned mllltar) which is now trying to create a
democratic system of government. Demoudq is proving tu be a heady
experience for a populatioh accustomed to a dictatorship. with so many
wrongs needing to qc righted and every institution crying out for reform or
reorganization, the hew political system has been unable to satisfy anyone.
In the past five years the country has experienced no fewer than ten,
government upheavals and is yet to forge an effective governing coalition’
outof the various political parties. ™. While the political system drifts about
in search of goals and a mcans of .u.hlumg them, economic stagnation and
social upheavals compound the political chavs. With so many problems
™=close at hand for the Portuguese government, it is not surprising that the
Azores continue to be neglected and somewhat Iboldt&.d from the turmoil of
"~ change $weeping the mainland. . .

The most notable changes apparent in the islands
today are in education. electrification. and the depupulating effects of the
current migration. A concerted effort on the part of the Portuguese govern-

" ment to make at least clcmcntar) education avdilable to all inhabitants is
substantially reducing the rate of illiteracy which historically has been
widespread throughout Portugal. In ‘addition to reducing illiteracy, the
government is working to bring electricity to every village in the islands, yet
the fulli 1mpa;t of the current energy crisis and shyrocketing fuel prices on the
electrification prog.mm remains to be seen. Electricity is, however, invariably
accompanied by the ubiquitous television which. in its o®a _way, is
accelerating the process of change in the Azores, Nothing, however, has had
an impact comparable to the departure of approximdtcl) 150.000 Azoreans

. during the past twenty ygurs. Such a reduction in population wreates social
) and economic repercussions which .are both beneficial and detrimentdl. ,

, + Government programs. such as the. drive to Lhmmatcnlluuau) dre easiet to
v accomplish with fewer pu)plc but the transition from labor sm‘plu§ to-a
- .. labor short eeonomy créates problems of 4 different nature. The labor
sﬁurtaz_e is Most apparent in its effects on dgriculture where it is causing
widespread changes in land use pracfices and a drop in the production of
foudstufls. Though gbsent. many recent immigrants send money to assist .
their parc}ft:s and family members still living in the islands and, in fhal way. -

5
.

ki '
" Norman Sklarewits? “Portugal. Slow Going Toward Strung Demucracy ™. The Chnstian
Setence Montitor. March 20. 1979, P.9. .
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- A 1
" continue to contribute to the Iogal economy. The foreign currency they send |
. to the Azores is sorely needed by the Portuguese govenment.

\
b

In an effort to stimulate non-industriagdisonomic
development, the Portugucs%u»ernment has sought tv attract international
tourism to the country. Expanding the tourist trade would pryvide addltwndl
employment m service occupations and it is a clean, non-polluting mdustry
Without a well dev eloped infrastructure of hotels and transportation facihities,
however. even the potenfial for effectively promounb a tourist industry to
capnmhze on the picturesque Azorean setting remains largely unexploited.
At present, adequate tourist accommodations are only available in the three
“urban centers and transportation continues to be a major bottleneck. The
larger airplanes used on international routes are restricted by their size to
landing on either Santa Maria or Terceira, while Faial and Sio Miguel have
the only“other airports on the islands. Transpurtduon between the bther five
 islands is dependem upon the weather and infrequent inter- island boat

~ connections. In addition, tourism has at least one other serious drawback.

* many of the luxury g,oods;tss\)\.mtcd with tourism today have to be imported

from othér countries, which reduces the net economic benefit to Portu&,al

LY

.. ' Former immigrants and the chlldren ofi xmmxgrants -
COnsmute most of the Azorcan tourist trade that ongmates in the United
* States. The scale of the prescnt migration is such that virtually everyone in
the islands has a relative or close friend who has recently migrated to the
United States or Canada and there is a great deal of interaction bctwccn‘
these recent immigrants and their homeland. The historical pattern of
. migration. together with' the current trend. have combined to create a
natural affmlty for the United States where sumany former inhabitants of the
Azores are now living. One. mamf;statwn of that feeling was dpparent in a
half-hearted effort during the 1970s to promote separation of the Azores
. . from Portugal and some type of unification with the United States. Whilé
such talk remains wishful thinking on the part of its proponents, they reason
that atleadt the United States recognizes the strategic value of their location,
as witnessed by the U.S. air base on@:ma. and the inhabitants of the
. islands do have more famII) connedfons in . the United States than on
mainland Portugal. The same reaction to neglect from the mainland also
appeared at the height of the second stage of migration (1902) when thc idea
of separation.from Portugal and annexation to the United States was first
advanced.”™ Although unification with the United States is not seriously «

.

™ Josef Berger. In Great Waters. P. Zm .
' * _1 4 J N
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x
Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(7




RN

.

%.
(« : K] ' :9./""
J l ) ~ ¢ ' l
v . M [}
- - ~ ‘ ~
- ] . -~
¢ ey K ‘1_.’ A t---"‘
Q - . ULy ( ’
‘ . N ’\‘ ' . 2
ERIC " . o T L .
. ) B L . ‘-
o L . N D '
. .- , t 'g- v . R , . f ‘l :

Ay . -

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW 137
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being considered by anyone. there is a strong desire for Azorean autonomy _
*on the part of the inhabitants of the islands, but there is considerable
divergence of apinion as to the form such autunomy should take-Some see 1t ‘
as complete independence for the islands, others favor political autonomy
with a separate Azorean government ruling the islands, Unable to agree on
what autonomy should mean. it is unlikely that it will mghe any mc.dnmi,ful

differente for everyday life in the Azores. .

.o Whlle the symbiotic l‘cldtIOHShlp between the Umted
States and ‘the Azores continues to function. with Azur ans providing
unskilled labor for the Us. economy and the Umtgd Stdthﬂ serving s an
escape valve for the overpopulated islands. the nature of that” relationship 1s .
constantly changing. The New England whalers relied heavily upon Azorean -

" peasants for their crews from 1840 through the J1880s and, in the process, |

transported thousands of young men from their humcland tu the duclupmg -,

United States where they found melo)mgnl in the fishing fleets of New
England and the farms of California. Sdtlement patterns in the initial stage
of Portuguese migration to the Unm.d Stytes, which were cancentrated on
the east and west coasts, Llcarl) refiected trnfluenle of whaling, both 1n
transporting the |mmwrdnts dnd providing eyrly lm.duuhdl nodes for
settlement, and the attraguon of the Csillfol‘nl uld Rush. ‘Must uf those
early immigrants departed from a rural envidgnment in thu. |sldnd’s and”

* located in rural areas or sthall towns in the Unriited Stdtes c e T

A
3 «

POI‘IU"ULSL 1mm|urat|0n continued 'to be c()nc;n-
trated.in a few states during the second stage-uf migration, buta \.onsndcmblg

.difference duclopud between the cast and wesk,cldsts in occupational

opportunities and sabsequent lu\.dtmn pattqrns Industrldhqng New
En"land needed factory workers and Portuguese lmmlbrdm‘s un the east
coast, fbr the most par, found employ ment in the tc.xulc m;lls and became
urban ingustrial workers. Purtu«'ur.sn. women, who n.adnl) fuupd employment
in the mills, also cpntributed to a change in the nature and wmpusmpnbf
the second stage of migration. In California agrc ulture wds still the major
attrac:)on durmb the early 1900s and many Azoreans cwmually bc;.dn"n.
mdcpmdent farmers. Hawuu. where the third mafor concenttation of
Portuguese was located; Was ¢ sumewhat unique case. Orfbm‘dly brought
into the islands as contracy agricultural workers. the Porfuguese rapldl)
abandomd agriculture and moved to the urban areas. 'f )

40
’ -

., - The current migration, although still pnmanfy
«.om,enudted in the samg states, is nutu.eably dlfferem than the tho previous

,

’
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_ centagé of new immigrants destined for Californid has declined substanually. -
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o . ..
migraticns. Th"e immigrants of today are better educated. they gonsider
themselves to be Portq_gu&cg, rather than Azoreans. and they are beginning
todeviate from previous destination patterns. Hawmaii is ho lvnger attracting
new Portuguese immigrants and, consequently, has no role in the current
migraﬁbn,"fhe new Portuguese migration is, once agdin, being directed
almost eXclusively to the east and west coasts of the United States. California
aéribu{ture, now in the process of being transformed into a system of agri-
business. has efféctively elimipated the possibility of a'new immigrang’s
hecoming ah independent farmer. Now virtually éxcluded from agricultare,
a traditional occupation of Portuguese immigrants in the West, the pem,

Those who do choose to comé to California aré increasingly turning'to the
large urban centers for employment in service occupations. A similar process
i; taking plasc on thesé_zist coast \\{here the textile mifls of New Epgland
responded to lower costs in the South by relocating there, they, too, nolonger
provide tfaditional employment opportunities for the targe numbers of new
immigrants and meny of thesg immigrants are now forced to turn to the
larger urban centers in search of unskilled jobs. The appearance of a new
core area of séttlement for Portuguese immigrants on the peri php}y of New
York Cityisalso a'reflection of the changing ndturc-xéf American lifeand the
subsequent employment opportunities for,new immigrants.
ST :

PN , . . . 4 " . 4
“Two characteristics of the Portuguese migrations to

"~ theUnited States contributed to the reténtion of traditional Azorean cultural
practices and helped maintain a sense of ethtiic identity for the immigrant

communities*their settlement battegn's. and the more ot less continous

cultural reinforcement. The concentrated Portuguese settlement pattern, .

- ‘g - M . . . - 0
located in a small number of,counties within ynly a few states, is largely
attributable to the effective soeial networks maintained between Portuguese

" communities in this coutttry and the islands. Those networks Were instru-

.lready living in the United States and assisted them in securing housing and..

mental in encouraging new immigrants to join.thei r friends and relatives

. employmient 'In spite 6f,;hc evolving nature of the relationship between the

United States and the Azores, as the United States became byth industnialized

o4y

fend urbanized, the social networks continued to fungion effectively.

With the:ﬁ}coeptioﬁ of one thirty-year inteirup‘tién.- .

wheh PJtﬁgﬁese migration to the United States was almost nonexistent,

there has begn a consistént flow of em: grants out of the Azores an‘a?fnto the -

United States since the first departuris in the early 1820s. The migration
increaseg dramiatically from 189(71\{.}920‘ vnl¥ to be shut off by restrictive

* .




- rate of acculturation among new Portuguese immigrants remains to be seen. .
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\gratiofi legislation in thé United States, Since 1966 there has been an
impressiveincreasein the number of Portugueseimmi grantsarriving
it this {ountry and it is still too early to tell when and how the current
migratioh will end. The continuing arrival of new immigrants afid their
concentralion in areas already occupied by earlier Portuguese immi grants
reinforces! traditional cuftural values and practices in these Portuguese
communities. Cultural retention has remained strongestin the rural areasof
California and, conversely. accultura}ion has been most pronounced in the

<

" urban setting. The impact of the current migration, which is being directed

almost exclusively to the larger urban areas. on.cultural retention and the

‘ The Portuguese migration from'the Azores,.and to a \e
much lesser €xtent the mainland. to-the Unitéd States during the past one ¢
hundrcdsixtyyearsw'asneitherunjquénor sual. Atvarious timesin their
four hundred year history, the inhabitantyfll these. islands have been faced
with seriousoverpopulation, decliningagd tural prod,g{:tivity, andavarne
of other natural and m_an-madé iiié'éstqrs. They have reacted to these-disastery, .. .
as people the world oyer have reacted, by seeking alternatives elsewhefe. By  °,
departing their native land, they have provided temporary solutions to the .»
problems at hand for those who have remained behind. Lacking-any_ .
substantial changesin the basic structure of the traditional agranan economy
of these islands, the problems that motivated a faarticulgr generation to'leave ' .
periodically recur to haunt-future generations. Given the repre_duct_ivé
r;apabilities of the human population and the seeming pon-existénée of
economic alternatjves in the Azores, the problems of the past seem ordained
to reappear in the future. Whetlter the alternatives of the past will contu nue . . __.
to be viable in the future is another question entirely. A\ the restnictive |~
immigration legislation which was widely adopted in the 1920s 1llustrates, -
the potential immigrant today is véry much at the mercy of the polincal
whims of govenments everywhere. Political boundaries can be readily
manipulated in the twentieth century, when it is to the advantage of the host
society, they are permeable for selected immigrant populations. When .
conditions change, those same boundaries can, just as quickly, become.- . - _—

rimpermeable. As we approach the end of the 20th century, it appears that - -.. e
migration mdy no longer be a realistic solution: to mankind’s problems. .

SN

Without the possibility of large-scale migration, we may be forced, as_

Buman beings, to come to grips with the basic problems of humasity n the -
21st century. : .
. ¥ 3 « » Al
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