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study abroad as disruptive of their academic progress and irrelevant
to their rareer goals; and (4) it is incfeasingly difficult for
students to finance a year of study in.Isrdel. Rockland Community
College's (RCC's) Israel program was designed specifically to -
overcome these disincentives. Its model has two unique elements.
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OVERCOMING ‘THE nlsmcmfvrs TO STUDY {BROAD o

,

THE RCC ISRAEL PROGRAM: - A MODEL

w o ' by Stephen Beineraand Sue Commanday, 1981
| . . . e o #
International and intercultural educatiqn is no longer viewed by, United -

States colleges and universities as a frill for an elite few of .their :students. .
Recognizing the inéreasing interdependence of countries, forward Jooking institutious
A

of higher learning in the United States feel that those students who gain global

'literacy as part of their undergraduate education will have a competitive edge in

the job market of the 80 s. . These institutions, now committed to using the world as
teacher, send their students to. study in many countries to gain those skills and
1

sensitivities which will better equip them to live and work in the "world community"

[

that is emerging. A ' ‘ - /

Y

No region in the world so nearly approximates~théﬂ$olitical and cpltural

<o

vortex that moves international relations today as.does, the Hiddle East. Central to f

v .

. thiS'area staAds modern Israel, repository of the history of Western and Eastern man

and a microcosm of all the forces and issues that are shaping and threatening

-

civilization. It provides, therefore, a remarkable learning environment for American

students of all persuasions, talents .and interests. © : ‘ .
e Ihe Israeli univ%rsities,and"their American‘representatives have to date .

o

, ' N -~

attricted many students‘to-study at their institutions. Other organizations, such as

© AZYF, have aiso been ‘successful in sending Lumbers of college-age individuals to

tour in and experience Israel. Without detracting from the suc essful effpfts of

o

actually do participate in such a program. % '5 /

L

State University of New York - 3‘

-




- )’

v Only a,minute'fraction of students study in Israel as part

r

- of their collegiate experience. The organizations presently recruiting
’ A
students do not have internal or ready access to/phe colleges of the .

U. S., fheir students, and the power structure ,0of their professoriate

and administrators. Nor do prevalent strategies for identifying students
) L]

on campus and meaningfully involving them in an- Israel experience success-
1

4 «fully overcome the multiplicity of disincentives which presently inhibit
{ ,

most students from including a period of study in Israel as part of their

A < education. _ ' : ’ 3
ES ’ ‘ / . . ': , . . [
Only an alliance forged between the agencie$ and organizations
Lt / ' . :
seeking to encourage students to study in Israel and American colleges apd

« [ ] 0 " )
1 . -
o universities can overcome these disincentives. a : : \Ebv

¥ , !

What are the disincentives we must overcome?

Nine years of working closely with students, college faculty

and aﬁminiqpration, and community leaders haye revealed the following

bstacles to ‘student participation in study programs in Israel

< T ”

- -

1. U, S. colleges and universities are hostile to the ngtion of

their students leavin g their institutionsl,enrolling elsewhere,

even t 4porarily/ to, complete a part of their degree Programs
I .

. ab oad. The U.S. college or university loses tuition and/or
LT - L -
: - funding when students register elsewhere. In dﬁss of diminishing

TN enr%llments and increased competion among institutions -for the

v

decreasing population of college-age students, programs that are
percEived by U S. colleges as competitive,‘in that they -take

students off their rolis, will be discouraged; students will not
readily be allowed to transfer credits‘earned'abroad towards

-

their U.S. degrees. Only when.a student naintainsvenrollment
v N / .
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in the u. S institution does that institution encourage study abroad‘~

‘Z.J U.S. colleges and universities are reluctant to accept

Etra;gfer of creditS»from instihutions and programs over which
, \

theLe is no American academic suoervision. Many universities

-

will a®cept credits only if the program is in some way

affiliated with their institutions, supervised by their

faculty. However, university cfficials perceive that starting .
AN
@ program in Israel and monitoring it requires-muchwtime and

expense,’not the least of whith 18 sending minimally one faculty

ngmember abroad to. supervise the~work and well-being of the students.

J 3. Students bave limited access to current information aﬁ/ut

. b
the multiplicity of study opportunities'in Israel. Studegks and
their parentS\require counselllng by American academics who are ~

. 2

familiar with the wide variety oi study opportunities available ‘

in Israel'and the precise differences betWeen them, as welI as
_with the American system of higher education. They seek counsel

from individuals who have no vested interest in any particul&r

‘program or institution in Israel, but rather:desire only to match !

uthe student to the most'suitahle,learning environment.. Even in

1 v

" major ULS;.cities with large'cclleéetpopulations, such counselling

is virtually unavailable.

L4
¢

4, Students‘are hesitant and often unwilling to engage~in'study

BN
.

" abroad without the prior assurance that the credit they earn will .

be accepted by their U.S. college or universi;y. Those who do
B \

study abroad often spend unprocuctive time while in Israel and ‘

0

. upén their return aktenpting to negotiate credit transfer.

. ‘ . \_« N & -
# N N -

I
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5. The programs vhich are_beét known bv U.S. students and

universities arée elitist, in that;they_are designed for and

N , -

enroll\only students in’the top 5-107% of their class. The
; .

- d

large numbers of. students in the U. S. who may be only slightly /,'.'

° above average or averaggs therefore believe that there is no

-

academic program in Israel which will accept them.,° _ S g

b. StudentSiconsidering,studv in Israel, and their parents, want

03

to have'someone in Israei‘to“help solve problems they envision
1)

may occur. Students‘frequently require

. '
academic guidance/from
N i

%
an individual familiar thh the American educational system and .

2

fear ‘that while in Israel they will be unable tqfobtain information

-

and assistance iﬁ“re—entry to the U S. educational syst@m which
they may require. Parents feel it wmdy prove nifficult in times

of emergency to contact their child because of problens in v

4 g\ .
cgmmunicating over great distances.. - ° . . . .

7.u,Manzfstudents perceive a vear of study in Israel as ekciting, )’

but also as an intervugtion of their acadLmic progress inrelevant

to their ultimate career or professional;g_als.

.8. ‘With rising airfares and cost of 1f§ing, students find it

increasi;gly difficult t§§f1nance a semester or_year of study >‘"7

Cos
in Israel. + Most students who’ presently receive state and

’

‘Federal financial aid and benefit frﬁg~guaranteed student loans,

must relinquish this assistance if they wish to study in Israel.

4 - vt
9, Most students presently reached by organizations and

' ‘ . ( : . ) : :
institutjons recruiting for study abroad opportunities are those

-~

" studeats :who,are affiliated with_vouth groups or whose parents

-




are membérs of Israel-affiliaé%d organizations., The vast ,
. - 3 :

— majority_of "unaffilEated“,students, those who would most*

‘benefit from an intense'educational,experience in Israel, are

- ° %
never reached :with program information.
’
: ’ - ! . - ’, & 1 [y

o~ . .
. Rockland Commpnity nglege, a unit of State University of New

~ ¢ .

York has created an Israel program designed specifically to overcome the

above disincentives. This imstftution, located in a suburb oﬁ 260 c00 ¥

t

-~ f \

people, presently sends between 200-300 students to study in Israel each

year on semester or syear programs. - The success of the rmodel deveﬂoped by

Rockland over the last eig)’/years has been demenstrated by the large and .
N o/

increasing numbers of students electing to enroll in Rockland's program, >

and by the quality. of the emotional an@\-ntellectual experience gained by .

\these'studEnts.-‘ L - X,. '

The Pockland model has two uniq‘§ elecents. the use of a‘

: 1\ '{3.
sponsoring" U.S. college and the offering&”f a vast array of study opportu-
W _ .
ni;ies in which a student may participate.’ %§\

. \\ ¥

1. The student enrolls in a U.S. sending” institdtioh, and

[

e
w

.. . B o R «
credits and transcripts are issued by.the §.S. college or '

7 = . ?
university, rather than the Israeli institution. . L ;>
a. The U.S. colleges and universgties én which the students A
’ © ! 4
k) are enrolled are sponsoring institutions of the Israel program

and become active recruiters for it. Access to the student ¢
population and cooperation fépm the professoriate, the .

admlnistrators, ‘as well as the pover structure-including ‘ e

dommunitykleaders and_governi g boards of tf?stees--isl—?
longer a problem. . The P;Ogi‘ax: of studv 1:1.,]’_’"",._

~ -
2 -

part of the U.S. institution's aiss1on, rathe 5

.
£ Lo v
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' - * alternative educational opportunity that threatens to

. ‘diminiéh the gollege's eﬁfollment. Since tﬁé student S

' enrolls and pays tuition to the U;Sl institution, the college
does not lose fts budget supﬁo;t for séudents who are séudying
in Israei, and an iﬁportant disincent}ve present in.other

, ~ approaches is removed. 4

7

b. blic college students have a fair share of their in-

siruc; on in_Ié&ael supported by the public college budget

1

-

as would be the case if they were studying on the home campui.

The student pays regular tuitiom to Ehe’U.S. éoilege'and is

considereé in every way a home campus studentz Sinqe~fhg

college continpes to receive its normal Operatihg aid from ’
L its b;dget for each student stq%yipg‘iﬁ Iéraei,fit pé;s a"
portion of the s;udeﬁt's exﬁé;;és f:r instruetién'ih Israel,

1

[

- ‘ v . ¥

. using a formula that provides supﬁor; for the student abroad (' T
roughly equivalent to the instructional~expgnsenincurred_forw‘ ‘

. .

- o " a home edmpus, student. B ' -
. C. "An office staffed by a director, academics and‘gounseliors_ vﬂ

. . exists in Jerusalem, tq\pfovide supervision of the acédemic&,_

s -and>emotional Qell-ﬁeing of all students.

¢ e

d. gColleges and uniygréities enrolling their students using
: ‘ -, this model are assured that their academic standards are.met 4

. . ° >, 4,4‘ / ‘
-/ . : " by .the iInstitutjion abroad since.the Jerusalern office director
: . - . T PRI S
. a . . Mg e - R
- moniters the work of all students; the expense of’maintainfgg B
an onésite'faculty member becomes unnecessary. | - 4 5.

- . ' (54
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, e:( The‘student is'assured(of’recognition and credit for
the study in Israel before leaving, byhheinngegistered in .
h B ‘ . a U,S. college that spons0rs the program‘and Issues U.S.

L 24

credits and transcripts upon the student's successful comple-- N4

< ' . tion of the program. The U.S. student is therebyiassﬁred . .

’
|

in advance“that‘the credits earned in Israel will be U s

applicable to the U.S. degree towards which they are worEing.

i . . ! ' }( .
f. The educational Fxperience is seen as relevant to the , L

1

: [ _ . ' ' r
e ‘student's degree program, as it is chosen in concert with

o

> . E 3 L.
.o k cpllege advisors familiar with the student s needs and able‘

p : ! ‘%o help the student design programs which satisfy degree RQ .' .
. . ) ) ]

4 M  requirements. - : ' o
. I - . . )

°

gi A‘student is provided with academic, vocational and

personal counselling both in the U:g. and in Israel byfx -

. \
American academics and counsellors, paild by the u.s. budget.“”

«

- h. Parents are assured that there is an American office’ of

. . ’ the student's U.S. college which is responsible for him/her,
Y I

which can' easily be contacted in times of emergency, and
through which their child may be immediately reached.

i. A student studying in Israel, in addition to receiving

C

v 'finaﬁcial support from the sponsoring U.S. institution, con~-.
D

'l,” . e tinues to be entitled to whatever scholarship and financial °

*

aid he/she wouldjreceive-is studying at the U.S. home campus.‘

2. Through a process called academic brokering the student is

helped to fiﬁd a university, college or other~learning environment ’;-fffl

in Israel appropriate to his/her talents and interests. All of

_Israel 1is potentially used as a parttof the student's curriculum,

LN . : . . . e




‘o

e which is not limited to any single .institution, program or
N . . .

/
<

v course. . . . o o ' 7o

a. College and UniversitzﬁStudymeograns. Students study
. , # X

i , <

o ‘at any of Israel's major universities or colleges. U.S. -

, ' courisellors maintain academic 1liaison with all® of Israel's

.. . universities and colleges and can ﬂoth aid a student in I
selecting the‘institution best suited for him/her and help
s ] ) ’

the student with the application process. ‘ 2

‘, b. Specialized Schools and Institutions of Bigher Learning.

Israel-has numerous collegesland institutions of higher .
. education.that offer programs and courses-with a specialized .
iy . f6cus. Some’such prograns.prepare U.S. high school graduates
: for teaching positions: especially of Judaica in the U.S. |

and Israel. Many such: institutions specialize in the teaching _
P - 13 )
of ancient and modern Israel Hebrew language and culture, ’

and medieval and modern literature. Other programs offer . -

‘a student the opportunity to study at a religious institution

while _pursuing “on. contraot" additional academic work enabling
the student to earn credit in such subjects at Hebrew. language,
Talmudic literature Bible, Jewish history and philosophy. «

c. - ‘Alternative Study Opportunities. As an alternativeﬁto

. o ‘ study at an Israeli university or college, or in many .cases ’
! - ’ N ”
. . . X

——

in conjunction with.such study, scuarentsa;___; placed in ‘..

A ,
educational settings that allow Israel to becomeé; the




: lectures, independent study and fieldwork. ‘A st%dent

fassfgned to a qualified Israeli expert in that field who

DN .

and feeling. ‘Such programs combine formal classroqm

wishing to explore a particular area of study may be

L

!

serves as a mentor through an "academic contract." Other .

. programg'offer a student the opportunity to learn about

-

Israel, its culture and ‘its people "from the inside" ?V/ iq
spending soue period of tHeir study in a field—work ' \1

eyperience living on kibbutz, moshav, or development town

rin addition to their forcal classroom work.

d. ServiceuLearning Programs. Service learning academic

programs are designed to pernit students to earn college
credits by working in their field of study and having such
work experience form an integral part of their academic pro-

gram. Service learningvis'designed for 'students who wish to

\

tombine classroom instruction'with practical work experience.,.

In service learning, the teacher is the mentor who helps_eachf

student design an individualized learning program; the core

o

of which is'the work eiperience in the student's chosen field.

A learning contract etween the student and mentor ‘serves as’
‘.». ,c . ! ‘x

the basis of instruction and includes an appropriate mix of

L.

work and’service, individual and group tutorials, seminars,

a
ol .

and directed independent study.

‘4

I

]

e. Individually Desigme Studv Programs. Individually g

s

designed programs ‘are those wherein the student chooses the

setting for his/her period of residence in Israel, based on

FPIPEs




.
o

program design. - The proven success of this approach 15 perfectly clear“

his/her specialized acaderlc. interest or research design. | - e
’ ¢ m"d. B

The setting is not in jitself academic; it is not an - o

., P2 g

-

i - B A : - k) .
institution of higher 1earning; nor is it a prngram arganized .

///(prlmarily_tovteech. 'Rather, it is an enbirbnmenc/whicﬁ
. . ' T
provides the raw material for -the student's experience; |

: ‘ it f . .

Such a setting may %e.a_jéﬁ_in‘a bnsy hotel, a position on’ - »
an.Isréeli‘newspaper, senvice asha camp eounselidr“og | :  5
’recreatiqn director, or:an apnren;ieeship to a‘ﬂesigﬁer of o
stsined glass: The ¥earning environment mayebe eadenelopmentﬂ
tawn, a border settlement, s'conteS€ed settfement in occupied_ N . l\-;

¥

territory, a kibbutz or\moshav ﬂhere the student chooses to *

live._ This raw maf%rial becomes the basis for an academic '
“ .
contract, whlch focuses the student 5 attention on various - .

¢ &
’

.aspectsvof his/her experience, reqnires analysis¢ and sthdy,'- S
o rv*reading, expibration of theory and meaging. (A studentiln -°
7 bne or another of ﬂhevapove—menfiqned/settings é;ﬁ e%fegfively T
stu@y, fsr example, hotei managenenn,‘npﬁ%ism, jdgrnalisn, - | 'K.
\?recreational programming snd h&ministratien, sqcial pro%leps

. . o )
and dynamics of development towns, pplitics and sociology of . o '\}
newl&_formed settlements. . oL . o .
- P ' .o c .

» ra . .

— - & A ", s
» The above model is not an abstract ideaw or potentially pro ising :

v

KN LN

i " Rocklanﬁ has con81stent1y&over the last srk-gf its nine -

years of offéring an Israel program sent’ between 200—300'sfﬁdents
: - O pg : T

. to study en long-term programs, making it theflargest U.s. program'

»

’

=

|

. o |
T ) o ‘ . - . , : : : ‘
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of its kind, T ' . g ;

2. _Over thirty.U.S. colleges spanning the U.S.. from Massachusetts
& )

to California, from Florida to Arizona have formed the’College

Consortium for Ihternatiomal Studies (CCIS), enroll students on

. - ! “ . . e

their.campuses and send their students to Israelfto;study through'
g ' - '
the Rockland model and apperatus.

3. Rockland's offices ;n Lew York and Jerusalem, staffed by
Aairican academics and counsellors, providéNUnique support service&
for its students and’ those of the Consortium collegeS'“'\\ .
. counselling of students to find an appropriate educational '
institution or learning opportunity in Israel_
. counselling of students toufind-a 6.S£?host.college or
university offering the opportunity to study in Israel S
e program development fo; students,/;;ademic departmenua.énd-'
o 'individual faculty members
. institution and community consultants foryprogram initiation :
" and development '
.. student pre;departure counselling and orientation
. academie, pegsonal'and‘trahsfer counselXing of students
while abroad ‘
. proéran.evaluation and control. v
4.  The suécess of Rockland's lsrael program has led to increased
community consciousness of Israel as well as to the desire of
many students to continue tneir studies in the-U,S."Many students,"

stimulated by their year in Isrzel, want subsequent study'in

Judaism and the Middle East, or related areas in which they

~
‘-11,' . 13




, . y
.« ' beca%e interested due to their study abroad; others ‘desire

L

a preliminary year of study before their departure, which
usually has a mult plier ef?ect" in terms of the benefits
derived from\their study in Israel. Such response to Rockland s
Israel program h‘?‘led to the creation of an on-campus Israel
and Judaic Studies program that serves several hundred students
and community menbers each year. A Rockland student can now
earn an_dssociate degree in Internati&nal Studies through a

combination of four semesters of Isrzel-based and carpus-based

studies. . . . .

. . {
A valuable development has been the groving interest of the

in diffusing

-

info'matzon about them~through local religious and secular
P e

loczl cqmmunity in relating to -the programs:

T agercies, and most recently in razising funds for those students
who need help with airfare .to and expenses in Israel. By hosting
- . ) M
speakers and cultural events on Israel and using income so

generated for student travel to Israel, community leaders

believe they are simultaneously raising local consciousness,A

( supporting Israel and strengthening local public education by
4 g ,
~ adéing the dimensiqp of international experience.‘ & ..
v+ The experienée’and‘the model developed by Rockland and used by

,;# ] \
the Consortium colleges can be used by .other colleges to send their students

to Israel. 1Imn some measure, the mechanism for expanding the use of this

model has already been .created. In hopes of using this approach and

v




\so. !' ¢

<

a

duplicating'its successes nationally and internationally, the Center for -
& - .
Study in Israel was formed, as an independent non-profit corporation,

privately funded. Advised by distinguished academics, and 1ed by a full-

time"director, its purpose is to implement those strategies that,wiil -'i%

W

continu& to increase the number of U.S. students studiingvin Israel, to.

v

improve the quality of thier educational experience uhile they ﬁre there, .

and to expand the opportunities available £0 them.-" ! ‘°

. N ~
Y .

' Using the assistance of the Center, colleges and univensities

[

wishing to make study in Israel immediately available to them, can now do

The Center staff is prepared as well_to consult with instié%tions
) . - _ 7 ¥
that desire to design additional optioms for their students and/or faculty.

Inquiries 'should be .directed to: *

Dr. Stephen Beiner or Dr. S
Centex for Study in Israel
60, East 42nd Street °

New York, New York 10017
212-286-9474

ue'Commanday
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