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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are review in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations:on related topics, which thus become
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis-
'sertations themselves 1s included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection:

Ate, Delthyea Gautt
CAREGIVER TALK TO TODDLERS IN DYADIC
AND POLYADIC CARE

Boyd, William Earl
COMMUNICATION TACTICS FOR NEUTRALIZ-
ING VERBAL AGGRESSION ¢

Brideau, Linda Barbara
PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS AND NONVER-
BAL SKILLS

Busick, Carole Ann

THE EFFECTS OF COMMUNICATION TRAIN-
ING ON MARITAL COMMUNICATION, MARI-
TAL SATISFACTION AND SELF-CONQEPT

Cooper, Kenneth Barrie 7
THE INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS OF
TEACHERS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS:

A COMPARISON Q§ PERCEPTIONS

Dipisa, James Jerome

A STUDY OF THE THEORETICAL RELATION-
SHIP OF EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNICATION
LEVEL OF MARITAL INTIMACY TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE CONFOUNDING EFFECT OF IN-
TERACTIONAL STYLE

Hebert, Patrick Joseph ‘
A GENERAL SEMANTICS EXTENSIONALIZATION:
A STUDY OF SELF-REFLEXIVENESS IN SMALL

" GROUP PROBLEM SOLVING

Hoehn, Douglas Benton

AN EXAMINATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY
AND RISK-TAKING IN GROUP DISCUSSION
WITH CONTROLS FOR SEX 'AND AGE

Howell, Elmer Lloyd

EVALUATION OF A COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS
PROGRAM WITH STEPFATHER-AQQLESCENT-
MOTHER TRIADS

Jensen, Arthur Devery ’
COGNITIVE COMPLEXITY AND THE PERCEPTION
OF INTERPERSONAL LOGICS

Kennamer, James David

THE PARENT-ADOLESCENT DYAD IN THE
FORMATION OF POLITICAL ATTITUDES ,
AND PERCEPTIONS: POLITICAL DISCUS~-
SION, POLITICAL INFORMATION AND
PUBLIC AFFAIRS MASS MEDIA USE

Krayer, Karl James
COMMUNICATION EQUITY AND CONVER=-
SATION IN MARITAL DYADS: A
STRUCTURAL, FUNCTIONAL, AND
TOPIC-CHANGE ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC
CONVERSATION

Martin, Elizabeth Ann

STUDENT ECOLOGY: A CURRICULUM
PROJECT IN INTERPERSONAL COMMUNI-
CATION AND-RELATIONSHIPS

Novak, Margaret Catherine
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIESg OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL AND MONTESSORI PARENTS AND
TEACHERS

Rice, Ronald Eugene -
HUMAN COMMUNICATION NETWORKING IN A
TELECONFERENCING ENVIRONMENT

Rozema, Hazel J. ﬁ
COMMUNICATION BARRIERS INHIBITING
SEX EDUCATION IN IHE HOME

Steinauer, Mary Helen
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AS
REFLECTED IN LEARNING STYLE PRE-
FERENCES: A STUDY OF ELEVENTH
GRADE STUDENTS AND THEIR ENGLISH -
TEACHERS IN A VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

Sullivan, Chesna R.

THE EFFECTS OF INTERVIEWER PRE-
SUMPTUOUSNESS AND INTERVIEWEE

SEX ON INTERVIEWEE SELE DISCLOSURE
IN A FEMALE-CONDUCTED COUNSELING
INTERVIEW

Veenendall, Thomas Lee

MALE GENDER-ROLE ORIENTATION AS A
PREDICTOR OF CONFIRMATION/DISCON-
FIRMATION COMMUNICATIVE BEHAVIOR

IN MARITAL DYADS

Walker, Michael Ray

RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FAMILY OF ORIGIN,
PERSONAL SKILLS, AND SELECTED IN-
TERPERSONAL FACILITATIVE SKILLS
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CAREGIVER TALX TO TODDLERS IN DYADIC AND

POLYADIC CARE Order No. DAB223096
Aye, DaLinves Gaury, Eo D Columbis University Teachers Coliege,
1082. 166pp. Sponsor. Protessor Dwayne E Huetiner

Previous ieseaich suggests that centain festures of the early
language envitonment may foster first language acquisition. This

y Sludy examined whether the incidence of these 1éatur es vary under

different child care conditions. Caregiver discoursg was compared in
two child care settings, dyadic versus polyadic, and at two levels of
carggiver-child socio-emotional relations, primary versus secondary
sttachment. ;

Five caregivers were each cbserved a total of 180 minutes dwided

. equally over thre seesions: (4) caregiver-as-mother in dyadic care
with her o toddier at home; (B) caregiver-as-mother /teacher with
her own teddier in polyadic care at her home, and (c) caregiver:as.
teachar with the other malcted teddier in polyadic care at her home.

Atotal of 3.769 caregiver speech acts were analyzed, The t test
was used 1o compare three pairs of group means; the level of
significance was set at §1. Of the ten caregiver talk scores analyled,
three were tound to be clatistically significant the Total Talk score
under condition a versus b favering condition a and under condition a
versus ¢ favering condition a: the Total Spontaneous Talk score
under condition a versus ¢ with condition ¢ having the greater mean;
and the Total Responsive Talk score under condition 8 versus ©
tavoring condition a.

The results suggest that group care programs where toddiérs’ own
mothers piay an active role have berelits for toddlers inthatthe
responsive speesh of the mether to her own teddler st home is
replicated in the group care setting. Further, it appears that the
mother's increased responsivity 1o her own teddler is, in pant, among
many other variables because of famikiarity. This cbservation
siuggests that toddlers in group care should rbmain with the same
caregiver 1&:1 the d‘nion of the time that they are enfolled ini the
group cafe center,

*

-COMMUNICATION TACTICS FOR NEUTRALIZING VERBAL .
AGGRESSION Order No. DAB215126

Bovo, WiLLiam EaRL, PH.D. Washington State Univarsity, 1982
177pp. Chairman: Robert E. Nofsinger

This study describes how interactants manipulate their talk in
order to neutralize or inhibit the expression of verbal aggression.
Focusing on talk, the study describes how interactants construct
conversations o implement various strategies of neutralization.
Transcripts of cadet police officers’ attempts lo neutralize aggressive
conversations during training exercises and veteran police officers in
role-playing situations provide the data for the investigation.

Verbal aggression is defined as a set of interaction sirategies
consisting of competitive, ad hominem arguments, instead of
expressing a cooperalive and sincers task orientation. Basad on this
definition and a review of the verbal aggression fitarature, two major
interaction goals for neutralizing verbal aggreasion are formulated:
(1) thecreation of a cooperative rather than competitive interaction,
and (2) maintaining a task or problem solving orientation.

Gofiman's description of the concept of face provides a basic tool
tor this investigation. Face is described as consisting of two
components: protective face (the desire of an interactant that his/her
actions be unimpeded by others); and supportive face (the desire of
an interactant that his/her wants be desirable to others). This
description of face providés a link between the neutralization goals
outlined in the verbal aggression literature and the resources us_ed to
construct conversation, as described in the conversation analysis
literature. , ,

Resources are alements (words, gestures, intonations, etc.) which
are conventionally available for an interactant to use in construcling a
conversation. A hierarchical framework of the atructu rn! compon»ents
of conversation is used to investigate the resources. This 'lrlmework

provides a map of the topic, turn and act type resources used in
conversation.

The investigation indicates that interactants routinely use two
basic types of tactics in the successful neutralization of verbal
aggression: (1) the retroactive definition of resources, and (2) the
proactive definition of resourc@lc. Tgyu':;;::tlﬂc:;;;'r‘\:t’lon lo"c::::sm&n
the potsntial for verbal aggression c Q30U

QO  )ilabis to the interactants. The tactics have their basis in the talkof
E MC ) interactants and function as effective ways of neutrafizing verbal
fon,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS AND NONVERBAL SKILLS ;
Order No. DAB216230

Brioeau, Linoa Bansana, Pu.D. The University of Wisconsin -

Madison, 1982. 150pp. Supervisor: Prolessor Vernion L. Alien

The present research investigated the rélation between physical
attiractiveness and nonverbal encoding and'decoding skills. A positive
relation was expected between physical atiractiveness and the ability
to encode and decode visual and vocal cues to emotion. Subjects in
study one produced lacial and vocal cues togfive emotions (fear,
anger, sadness, happiness. and disgust). in study two subjects
identified other persons. emotional expressions by using either visual
or vocal cues.

It was predicted that physical aftractiveness would be more
strongly reiated to nonveral encoding skilis than to decoding skills.
The results strongly supporied the prediction. Nonverbal decoding
skills were not significantly related to physical attractiveness, by
contrast, physical attractivenessawvas a good predictor of visual and
voca! enceding skill for females, but not for males.

The present research also investigated the role of quantity of
social interaction as a possible mediator of the relation between

- physical atiractiveriess and nonverbal encoding skills, Results

indicated that amount of current social interaction did not account for
the corielation between temales’ physical attractiveness and their
rnonverbal encoding accuracy.

THE EFFECTS OF COMMUNICATION TRAINING ON MARITAL
COMMUNICATION, MARITAL SATISFACTION AND SELF.
CONCEPT Order No. DAB219094

Busicx, CaRoLe ANn, PH.D.  Texas A&M University, 1982, 139pp.
Chairman: | Dr. Arthur J. Roach

The primary purpose of this study was to determine the
eflectiveniess of the Minnesota Couples Communication Program
(MCCP) in enhancing communication skills, marital satisfaction and
self-concept. The underlying assumption was that if spouses, through
participation in the MCCP, could improve the efféctiveness of their
communication, they would in turn increase the amount of :
satisfaction they derive from their marital relationship and further, tha
they would experience a positive change in the way they viewed
themselves as individuals, as spouses, and as social beings.

A total of 36 married couples (n = 72) participated in this study.
The experimental group, composed of 15 couples, and the contro!
group, 21 couples, completed the following instruments. the Marital
Communication Inventory (MC!), the Marital Satisfaction Scale (MSS)
and the Tennessee Self Concept Scale (TSCS). Testing was done
prior to the first session of the MCCP, immediately loliowing the fourth
session and finally after a 10 week period following the completion of
the program. Control couples were given tests identical to those
administared to experimental couples at time intervals equivalent to
the pre-, post- and follow-up testing of the experimental groups.

Resedrch Hypotheses were studied using a split-plot factoria) 2x 2
x 3 design. Each of the six dependent variables (marital
communication, marital satisfaction, personal self, family self, socla!
self, and total P) was treated individually with an analysis of variance
with repeated measures over sex and trials.

Findings showed the MCCP resulted in couples’ increased
satisfaction with their marriages and overall leve! of self concept (total
P), Further, it was found that that aspect of the seif malidable to this’
type of intervention was the personal sell. The program aiso produced
highly significant increases in communication skills but because of
differences in the two treatment groups at pre-test, it is difficull to
intsrpret this finding.

Vs .




* THE INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS OF TEACHERS,

* PARENTS, AND STUDENTS: A COMPARISON OF °
PERCEPTIONS Order No. DAB221082
Cooren, Kennaru Banns, Pu D. University of Colorado at Bouidar,
1982 532pp Director: Asaociate Protassor Russell W. Meyers

The primary purposs of the study was 10 assist teachers, parents
. and students in increasing the accuracy of their intergroup

interpeisonal perceptions. it was a partial repfication of a 1851 study
completed in Massachusatts by Jenkins and Lippift. The research
problam statement tor this study was, "What are the Interpersonal
perceptions which are present in the teacher-parent and teacher-
student relationships within the Saint Vrain Valley School District of
Colorado.” Forty-five sixth-grade teachers, forty-five sixth-grads
students, and ons of the parents of esch student paticipated in the
research. . ; '

The intervisw was the main tool employed to gather data. All
participants responded to the same sight open-ended interview
questions as follows. (1A) What are the things that elementary
schoal teachers do that parents like? (18) What are the things that
elamaentary schoo! teachars do that parents dislika? (2A) What are the
things that parents do that alsmentary schoo! teachers like?

(28) What are the things that parents do that elementary school

. teachers dislike? (3A) What are the things that elementary school
tsachers do that students like? (38) What are the things that
eslementary school teachers do that students disfike? (4A) What are
the things that students do that elementary school teachers like?
(4B) What are the things that students do that elementary school
teachers dislika?

Rasponses were caiegorized and intergroup comparisons wére
madas. Erroneous interpersonal perceptions were hightightsd and
discussed. i

The major conclusions are as follows: (1) There are several
potsntially serious areas of intergroup interpersonal misperceptions
in the teacher-parent and igacher-atudent refationghips which may be

+ contributing to straineg intergroup refations and which may be

Inhib intargroup harmony and cooperation. These areas o
nmﬁgpﬂonguv: changed littia over time. (2) Teachers nppurod
tass dependent upon parents for soclal or frisndship ties than were
teschers in the earlisr study, while parants appeared to be more .
critical, mors demanding, and ess trusting of teachers. (3) In general;

* intargroup psrceplions of the teacher-atudent relationship appoar
relatively unchanged ovef time.

A STUDY OF THE THEORETICAL RELATIONSHIP OF
«__EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMUNICATION LEVEL OF MARITAL
INTIMACY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE CONFOUNDING -
\IFFECT OF INTERACTIONAL STYLE Order No.DAB223408
Disisa, James Jeaowe, Pu.D. The Universily of Connecticut, 1982,
104pp.

This atudy investigaied the assumption that marital intimacy is
targaly determined by the eflectiveness of communication between
marital partriers. The couple's particular style of inlerac‘vnon was
thought to confound the relationship between communication and
intimacy. . ‘ ) » ,

The methodology for answering the research hypotheses was an
ANCOVA procedure. A sampie of 30 couples was selectedfrom a
population that could be characterized as being homogeneous and
middle-claas.

Tha null torm of two research hypotheses were supponeq .
Specifically, it sppears that the level of effective communication,

. taking into account the eftect of interactional style, does not explain &
significant proportion of the variance in the seilf-expressed measure of
marita) intimacy for the subjects of this study.

Four implications for tuture research were generated: (1) To
identily sume of the developmental stages that most marriages
endure and o investigate how the stage of ajnarriage might eftect the
coupie’s level of communication and their téelings of intimacy. (2) To
more completely investigate the idea that interactianal styjes can be
classifed along & continuum, (3) To develop a way of mea_.suring the
possibly unconscious phenomena called "conventionality” so that ﬂhs
eflect might be included in quantitative analysis of the forces eflecting
leve! of seli-expressed marital intimacy. (4) A stratified random
sampte of adequate size should be used in replication sludiesto
] 7 -=ount for the inhorent instabiity of the muitipla regression statislics

Y veil as to dentity some significant varistion In effectiveness of
E l C nmunication and styls of Interaction betwesn groups.

-
AN A v ext Provided by ERIC
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A GENERAL SEMANTICS EXTENSIONALIZATION: A STUDY
OF SELF-REFLEXIVENESS IN SMALL GROUP PROBLEM
SOLVING Order No. DAB221938

Heaeat, Patrick JOSEPH, PH.D. Sou§hom Minois University at
Carbondals, 1982, 145pp. -

General semantics provides an important methodology for
tacilitating isomorphic relationships between symbols and resiity.
Sell-reflexiveness is perhaps one of the more significant non-
Aristotelian premises that helps torm the bedrock of gereral
semantics. It is the process that enables one to form sxmb@ls and
assemble words inlo staterments. -to use lariguage o talk about
language on a metalinguistic level. ,

Eiwood Murray, in particular, advocated teaching the importance
of awareness of self.reflexiveriess with "checking” as a way of
sensitizing the group member to his communicative behavior by
énabling him to see himsell as an "exiensional” or relatiorial manner
oulside himselt, This serves to encourage social sensitivity and
mertal objectivity as similar “silent” pictures of reality are validated,
increasing evaluational accuracy among group members.

By uperationalizing sell-reflexiveness, this study sugyested &
positive relationship between self-reflexiveness or perceptual
accuracy at several human relations levels, high raned/valed
discussants, quality of the group product, level of intragroup
metaperspective accuracy, and degres of mental objectivity pressnt
in the personality dimension.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY AND RISK-TAKING IN GROUP
DISCUSSION WITH CONTRQLS FOR SEX AND AGE

) OrderNo. DAB226765
Hoeun, DouciLAs BenTon, PH.D, New York University, 1982, 186pp.
Chairman; Professor George Fluharty

The present study tocused on an examination bietween critical
thinking ability and risk-takirig in group discussion with controls for
sex and age. It was determined that discussion groups with high
critical thinkers would more closely paraflel the attributes of reflective
thinking than would discussion groups with jow éritical thinkers. In
that case, those groups with high critical thinkers would évidence
more of a group and less of an individual response. This woutd,
therefore, explain the risky:shift phenomenon in terms of a rationat-
cognitive explanation, , .

Two hypotheses emes ged from the need lor and the obijoctives of
the present study. Each hypothesis addressed the issue of rigk:taking
and ciitica thinking ability in group discussion, Hypothesis one stated
that a discussion group's critical thinking ability would have a
relationghip with the degree of risk that it assumed as a gioup with
contivld tor sex and age, This hypothesis saught to establish that
higher critical thinkers would take a greater risk than would tower
critical thinkers. Hypothesis two stated that a discussion group with

high critical thinkers would show a si{'anlﬁcantly greater shift to rigk
than would discussion groups with middle or low critical thinkers with
controls for sex and age. This hypothesis sought to explain the risky.
shitt in terms of eritical thinking ability. Sex and age were controfled
tor so as not to contaminate the results.

~ Three-hundred and torty-five subjects were used forming sixty-
nine discussion groups of five discussants per group. Groups were
tormed as all-male or all-female based on critical thinking scores.
Subjects each took the Cheice Dilemmas Questionnaire Il and the
Watson-Glasser Critical Thinking Appraisal. Groups then discussed
and reachied consensus on the twelve items on the Choice Dilemmas
Questionnaire Il :

A oneway analysis of variance and the Pearson product-moment
correlation coeflicient was computed for both hypothesas. Hypothesis
one was rejected. The amount of risk taken by each group had no
relationship with their lpvel of critical thinking ability. Hypothesis two
wga conlirmed at the .0001 level of significance. A strong correlation
J's also found between critical thinking ability and shift to risk at
-.56. These findings indicated that as critical thinking ability increased
8o did the risky-shifl, -

The findings theretore indicated that the ﬁsﬁ‘;;shiviphenomemm
can be explained, at least in part, by a rational-cognitive explanation.
Critical thinking ability does have a significant relationship with the
risky-&hiit phenomenon.




"EVALUATION QF A COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS PROGRAM

WITH STEPFATHER- ADOLESCENT-MOTHER TRIADS
' ' Order No. DAB219616

Howelr, ELmer LLovo, Pu.D, Taxas Woman's University, 1982,
127pp. : ‘

The purpose of this study was to evaluate a communication skills

program called Families Living Effectively Together (FLET): the

. objective was to determine if FLET could alter significant behavior
within the blended tamily, The central themes analyzed were allering
parenting styles, enhancing family communication, improving marital
adjustment, and reducing family stress.

The 22 steplamily respondents (132 subjects) who completed this
quazi-experimental program were randomly assigned and classilied
a8 experimental, n = 27, and conirol, n = 17. The composition of
ssch steplamily included the female parent, the male stepparent and
atteast one adolescent child.

Both the experimental and control group»lam‘nlies were pive’n a
pretest packet containing four paper-pencil instruments with
instructions for completion at home. This procedure was trepeated for
the experimental and control posttest tollowing the five week training
program. The test instruments were the Family Game; Parent-
Adolascent Communication Inventory, Dyadic Adjustment Scale; and
Bahavior Prolile Inventory. )

The data showed no statistical significance of improvement in the
four areas under investigation. However, it can bs inferred that most
dystunctional familiea tanded to resist change, receive new parenting
‘concepts slowly, and farminate self-growth activities pre-maturely,
thus avoiding adequate cfosure on their dysfunction.

COGNITIVE COMPLEXITY AND THE PERCEPTION OF
INTERPERSONAL LOGICS . OrderNo. DAB219816

Jenisen, Aatnun Deveny, Pr.D. University of Massachusetts, 1982,
136pp. Director: Professor W. Barnett Pearce

The present study investigated the role of cognitive complexity as
a structural trait in predicting the types of accounts people provide for
unwanted rzpelitive conversations between well-known others.
Specifically, more complex subjects were expecied to provide
accounts which emphasized the interpersonal logit of the test couple
(.., how they'behaved in relation 1o each other), while the less
complex subjecis were expected to rely more on the imrnperaqnnl
togic of one or both characters (i.e., their qualities as individuals). In
addition. moré complex subjects were expacted to point out more
situational factors which might inlluence the conversation while less
complex subjects were thought to provide more global statements
sbout the conversation and characlers involved. Finally, s test was
conducled to see if more comples subjects perceived sublle
distinctions in the “reactive” and "purposive” forces operating in
each character's interpretation and regulation of the conversation
which less complex subjects did not perceive. )

A totai of 45 temale viewers of a popular soap opera were tested
for lavel of cognitive complexity and asked to write accounts of 8
recurring conversation between two characters from that show.

- bjecis were also askéd to role-play each character (o sssess their
perception of the conversational forces operating. ‘

Results of the study indicated moderate support for the
hypotheses concerning logic orientation and use of situational

. accaunts when the integrative dimension of cognitive complexity was
wsed as-a predictor. The hypotheses were not supported when
cognitive differentistion or abstraction were used as measures of
compiexily. No support was generated for the research question
concerning difference in perception of conversational forces asa *
result of compleniy interpretation of these findings and implications
tor further research are discussed.

ERIC -
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‘THE PARENT-ADOLESCENT DYAD IN THE FORMATION OF
POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS: POLITICAL
DISCUSSION, POLITICAL INFORMATION AND PUBLIC
AFFAIRS MASS MEDIA USE OrderNo. DAB218019
KENNAMER, JaMES Davio, PH D, The University ol Wisconsin - Madison,
1882. 166pp. Supervisor: Prolessor Steven H; Chafive ,

This study investigated the effects of parent and adolescent levels
of public afiairs mass medja use and political knowledge on levels of
parent-adolescent political discussion, accuracy of the adolescent's
perception of parent political attit¥des, and the adolescent’s
sgreement with these attitudes.

It was argued that similarity on political kriowledge and public
affairs mass media use would result in more pebtical discussions
between parents and their adolescent offspring . It was alsc expected
that the adolescent's accuracy in perceiving the parent would
increase with parent-adolescent discussion when the adolescent was
equal to or greater than the parent in media use and knowledge. The
final hypothesis proposed that the adolescent would be more likely o
agree with the parent when discussion is high and the adofescent s
lower than the parent on public affairs media use and political
knowledge

The data consisted of telephone interviews with 718 parent.
adolescent pairs from homes selecied at random in Wisconsin,

The resiiits for all three hypotheses were null. There were no
efiects of parent-adolescent similarity on public affairs mass media
use of political knowledge. A past hoc analysis showed, however, that
the adolescent and parent individual levels of media use and
knowledge were all highly sigrificant prediclors of parent-adolescent
political discussion, but that their similarity or differenice on these
variables was of no consequerice.

The adolescent’'s accuracy was positively related t¢ discussion
only when the parent and adolescent were ppproximately equal on
public affairs mass media use and political knowledge.

Finally; no relationship was found between agreement and parent-
adolescent discussion under any coniditions of parent-adolescent
similarity or ditference. A post hoc analysis found a tenderncy in two
instances for agreement 1o be low when discussion was high and the
parent is greater than the adolestent oh these variables. This was the
opposite of whal had been predicted.

These null findings led to a rethinking of the origins! hypotheses. It
was proposed that the family setting may be one in which dther
varisbles..such as parentsl support and power relstionships--may
overghsdow these variables.

*

COMMUNICATION EQUITY AND CONVERSATION IN
MARITAL DYADS: A STRUCTURAL, FUNCTIONAL, AND
TOPIC-CHANGE ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC CONVERSAT!ON

‘ Order NO. DAB218009
Knaver, Kart James, Pu.D. Tha University of Okiahoma, 1982,
273pp. Major Protessor: Ralph E, Cooley

This study examined separate public conversations between
tweive husbands and wives in an efiort to relate conversation
behaviors to their perceptions of context.free and context.-specific
communication equity, Couples were arrayed according to husbands’

. &nd wives’ parceptions of coniext-free and context-specific

“communication equity and %ere divided into three cells (high,

’ ﬁpdiu_m. and low) for both equity fofmulations. Conversation
behaviors were gathered from four questions and then ansiyzed
&ccording to three systems: structural, functionsl, and topic-changs.

nversational behavior patterns, using constructs from each of
these three aystems, were related to the three levels of context.-free
and context-specific communication equity foi each defined array.
Because of the tight distributions resulting from the context-free and
context-specific communication equity instruments, only the high and
fow ceils were analyzed. Equity theory best accounted for

_Conversation patterns for tha structural system, furn-initistion, and
topic-initiation.
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. STUDENT ECOLOGY: A CURRICULUM PROJECT (N
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION AND RELATIONSHIPS
Osder No. DAB216185
Manty, ELizasavh An, Eo.D. Wayne State University, 1982. 265pp.

The purposs of this study was to plan, implement, and svalusie a
ten weeh courss (as part of the regulas cyrriculum) direciad at
improving less than successtul tenth grade students’ self-attitudes,

‘m.rwtoml relationghips, and behaviors.

Limited 10 fiftesn males and females, the major criterion for
inciusion i this class was lees individual student school and personal
success than one would expect from that gtudent. -

Additional to specific evaluation guidelines which addressed
participants, facilitators, and others, @ modified ASSET questionnaire
was administered during the first and final weeks of the courss.

Information gensrated by this was intanded only as an indicator of
individua! progress, not as a statistical measure for the entire group.

A case study methodology was selectad to accommodate the wide:
range o participant diversity and the mulliplicity of factors which were
possibls catalysts of change observed in the indlviduals.

Despite subjective affirmations of individual participant changes,
only minot changes were noted by ASSET results; however, itis
speculated that these changes at individual levels may have occumed.

Students are surprised o realize they are not alone in their
problems and fears; their psers have similar feelings. ‘

Sudents experiencing school-type problems find sell.evalustion
extreémely difficult, though helptul 1o themselves. -

While students with problams easily identity their own perceptions
of effectivensss of a curricular direction or activity, they do not aq@e
&8 ¢ group on that perceplion and cannot suggest specific future
directions, curriculum, or activities. - .

Gresiest negative reactions to the agyvity/curriculum appear to be
most evident in large group discussion and leas! so in a daily written
synopsis by each participant. Every individual, at some time had .
intrinsic, insighttul comment or obsarvation to offer in daily written log
comiments.

Teacher-facilitator's perceptions of participants’ clagsroom
performances often vary sharply between facilitators, and between
students and facilitators. Sludent disclosure revealed individuals’
intrinsic awareness of thair personal growth not readily observed in
the classroom situation. .. ,

Participation as a co-facilitator of the type of class and activities
afiected by this project encourages that teacher's movement toward a
more experiential and student oriented format in other classes taught
by that tegcher.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES OF PUBLIC SCHOOL AND
MONTESSORI PARENTS AND TEACHERS :
) ‘ OrderNo. DAB216256
Novak, Marganet Catuening, Pu.D. The University of Wisconsin -
Madiscn, 1982, 188pp. Supervisor: Professor Joseph Lawlon

Two important aspects of teaching and caring for children were
explored using a questionnaira: communication preferences for
tatking to children and assumpticns about how children think about
specific things in various situations.

Forty parents and teachers from Montessorl Schools and forty
parents and teachers from Mitwaukee Public Schools completed a
quastionnaire concerning four social situations and one factual.
situetion. Parents and teachers ranked responses to each.situation
from 110 5 or wrote an alternative response if none of those given
were sppropriate. Parents and teachers also predicted what thay
would actually do in each situstion and described their ideal response
in each case.

In the second part of the questionnaire parénts ang teachers gave
their views on how children understood ideas relating to time,
another's point of view, and play. The responses te the questionnaire
by parénts and teachers dended to refiect the basic philosophy of
Montessori education. which is based upon a cognitive constructivist
model in which rational authoritative and distancing atrategies rank
higher than diversion, normative authoritative, &nd direct authoritative
stretegies. Moreover, the baliets and bshaviors of Montessori parents
and teachsrs lended to support this conclusion.

.

8

A difterence was found in the divarsion strategy whereby both
groups ranked diversion high in the first and second social situations
and very low in the fourth and fifth sccial situations. These diflerences
werae likely due to the particular type of situation described. The
mejority of subjects, both teachers and parents, responded with more
cognilive reasons than social reasons to the five situations. They aise

. respohded more trequently with active ansaers than passive answers.

Finally, it was found that public schoot teachérs and parents who
were from upper middle clos¥districts and protessiorially educated
tanded 1o use the same strategies as the Mormtesson teachers and
parents. Infact. there were no significant dittereinces between the
ideal ranking of these live situations by these two groups.

HUMAN COMMUNICATION NETWORKING IN A
TELECONFERENCING ENVIRONMENT Order No.DA8220§20

Rics. RonaLo Eucene, Pu.D. Stanlord University, 1882, 360pp.

The objactives ol this dissertation are (1) to study the
communication networks of groups operating in 8 computer-
conferencing environment, (2)- lo portray how these patterns change
ovar time, (3) to describe the nature of group- and system:-level
structure, and (4) to discuss what &mpllcallona‘thm changes have
for telecommunications désign and policy. The chapters revisw and
analyze fopics such as telecammunications impacts, varisties of

computer-mediated communication systems, the developmant of

communication theory'to considar longitudinat networks, and the

range of analytical procedures appropriate for such research. The .

primary procedures used to detect and describe the communication

patterns of interesi, over time, include longitudinal plots of ussful
communication ratios, log-linear models of group structure, and
trahsition matrices showing patterns of development in system
structure. Additional procedures include clustering and
mulitidimensional scaling.

Overall, systam stabillty in a large-scale ielecommunications
systom comes to depend upon reciprocal information exchanges.
Communication activity in such a system provides indices which
could be used to detect groups“potential patterns of development.
System structure changes over time as groups occiupy different roles
which are based on the flows of information within the system. For
example, initial usags levels ate not good indicators of eventual usage
iavels: and "elegtronic migration” from group o group seoms
common, Whether the neture of the user group is task- or non-task-
oriented appears to influedice how the groups occupy these roles.
Finally, computer-monitored longitudinal data and the network
analysis program used seem to offer advantages and insights
unavailable from traditional data and methods.

’

COMMUNICATION BARRIERS INHIBITING SEX EDUCATION
IN THE HOME Order No. DAS218782
RozEma, Hazel J., Pu.D. University of Kansas, 1881. 142pp.

Past research has shown that adolescsnts gain the majority of

their sex education from peers not parents. This study investigates
the effect of four variables on the amount of sex education provided at

! home: (1) defensive communication climate, (2) sex of the parent,

(3) degree of raligiosity of the parents, and (4) degree of attitude
aimilarity batween parents arid children about sexuality. o

A descriptive questionnaire with Likert scales was administered to
194 undergraduates at the Univeraity of Kansas. Based on a factor
snalysis, Jack Gibb's 12 categories of supportive and defensive
behaviors were collapsed into one communication climats acore.

The results of t-tests and one-way analyses of variance showed ©
that: (1) Peers not parents provide the majority of sex information (p
€.001). (2) Mothers provide more sex information than (athers {p <
001). (3) During discussions of sexuality, the communication ¢limate
between adoleacents and parents is more defensive than the climate
between peears (p <.001). (4) The degree of religiosity of parents does
not affect the amount of sex information conveyed or the degreo of
defensiveness in the communication climate during discuasions of
smiuality between parents and children. (S) Parents who share similar
sexual vaiues with their children aiso provided more sex information
(p € .001). (8) Supportive communication climates between parents
and children correlate with parents sharing mote sex information with
their children. (7) Males have @ more supportive communication
climate with their tathers than females during sex tatks (p <.001).
However, females have a more supportive communication climate
;h(&l‘l discussing sexuality with their sams-sex friends than do males

001).




Thusa, while defensive communication cimates may be a barrier to
perant-child imeractions about sexuailty, shared sexual values
enhanoce parent-child tommunication. Males gain (ittie sex education
“iram parents and have ¢ defenalve cimale with same-sex peers.
Suggestions are given for future research end for sex education
seminars 10 combat these basriars.

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AS REFLECTED IN
LEARNING STYLE PREFERENCES: A STUDY OF ELEVENTH
GRADE STUDENTS AND TMEIR ENGLISH TEACHERS IN A
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL Order No. DAB215828
Sromaven, Many Hewen, Pu.D. Southern lilinols Universtty at
Carbondale, 1962. 86pp.

Both interpersonal studies and cognitive style ressarch have
shown that matching individuals on certain charactaristics or values
can produce not only harmony, but a more productive relationship.
But in the critical teacher-student relationship, does matching
teachass with studants on certain learning style characteristics or
prelesences result in better classroom performance? Results of
matching teachers and students using a variety of instruments has
produced inconsistent resufts.

tn this sludy, the subjects were four E nglish teachers and 137
slsventh grade students in a two-year vocational school in Ohio. The
students represenied 22 7% of the 11th grada apd 28 different.
vocational programs. The teachers and students were matched on 21
learning sty's preferences, basad on their responees to two
instrumants designed by Dunn, Dunn, and Price. The taachers were
given the Productivity Environmantal Preference Survey, designed
and normed for adults; the students were given the Learning Style
inventory, designed and normed for students in grades 3-12.

Standard scores computed by Price Systems were used; then
dilference scores betwesn tsachars and students on 21 fearning style
preferences were caiculated. These ditference scores were used as
the 21 predictor variables, and the first semester grade in English was

used as the criterion variable m a muttiple regression equation.
Anaiysis showed that the 21 variables in the equation explained only
12.8% of the variance within the .08 lsve! of confidencs. When the
dichotomous varisble, sex, and dummy variables to identify teschers
ware added, sex and Taacher # 3 proved to be the only significant
varlables. An analysis of variance showed females to receive higher
grades, as had been expected. -

Although none of the learning siyle variables proved to be a good
predictor of grades, there was a noliceable pattern between certain
learning style praferences and cartain vocational programs. it is
suggestad that larger sampies be taken of students in individual
vocational programa to provide program profiles. Using.thesa profiles
s & database, the Dunn, Dunn, and Price Instruments might be
explored for their potential uses in career counsaling.

THE EFFECTS OF INTERVIEWER PRESUMPTUOUSNESS AND
INTERVIEWEE SEX ON INTERVIEWEE SELF DISCLOSURE IN
A FEMALE-CONDUCTED COUNSELING INTERVIEW

' OrderNo. DAB221988

SuiiLivan, Cuesna R, Eo D. Texas Tech University, 1882, 95pp.
Chairman: Dr. Gerald D. Parr

The issue of sell disclosure is a topic of interest for researchers in
personality theory, clinical psychology, social psychology,
communicatiog and other related fields. While many variables have
been examined, one variable, interviewer presumptuousness, has not
been examined in terms of its efiect on interviewee self disclosure,
Amount of speaker presumpluousness can be determined by a ¢
coding method using eight verbal response modes. Examinations of

this variable in other dyadic context. e.g . teacher-student, has yielded

significant findings with relevant implications. Determination of the
eflect of interviewer presumpiucusness and interviewee sex on
intervigwee self disclosure was the purpose of this study.

Subjects used in this siudy were 84 students enrofledinan
interpersonal Communication course at Texas Tech Univorsity. The
intandgwers participating in this study were 16 femate students
O ledin an Interviewing Skills course at Texas Tech University,

E l C interviswsr conducted four taps recorded intarviews (l.e., two
' | femala Interviswee, two with a male interviswes).

The depsndent variable was the amount of Interviswee self
disclosure. A sel!-report questionnaire, administered immediately
fotlowing the Interviaw, was one measu sell disclosure. Self
disclosure was also measured by trained £oders who coded audio
tapes of the intarviews.

Independent variables were the levef of interviewer
presumptuousness and inlervieaee sei. Interviewer
presumptuousness was determined By coding of audio tapes of the
interview.

MALE GENDER-ROLE ORIENTATION AS A PREDICTOR OF
CONFIRMATION/DISCONFIRMATION COMMUNICATIVE
BEHAVIOR IN MARITAL DYADS Order No. DAB210098
VeEnenoaLL, THOMAS Lee, Pu.D. University of Denver, 1882. 187pp. 4

The purpose of this study was to answer the questions: (a) Are
husbands’ gender-role orientations related to their
confirmation/disconfirmation behavior when they interact with thelr
wives? and (b) Are husbands’' gender-role orientations related to their
wives' perceived confirmation? The relationship batween male
gender-role orientation and confirmation/disconfirmation behavlor
was investigated in the marital dyad.

Thirty-sight married couples participated in the study by
completing test booklets and 15-minute discussion tapes. Trained
judges coded confirmation/disconfirmation frequencies of male
responses from the 15-minute discussion tapes. interrater reliability
was established between and among the judges through application
of pair-wisa correlations and Kendali's Coefficient of Concordance W
(81.1 and 88.2). Maie scores from the BSRI along with frequency and
percentage scores obtained from a modified version of Siaburg's
Interpersonal Responsiveness Category system were used.to answer
question one. Male scores from the Bem Sex-Role Invantory (BSR1)
and female scores from the Perceived Confirmation Scale (PCS) were

.used to answer question two.

Although none of the hypotheses were supported, support for
hypothesis one was established in the direction oppasite that of the
prediction. Results indicated that wives of sex-typed msles perceived
their husbands as more confirming than wives of all other males in the
:;ud% (d! = 38, t = 251, p = .017). No other relationships were

und. .

.

"RELATIONSHIPS AMONG FAMILY OF ORIGIN, PERSONAL

SKlLl'.S, AND SELECTED INTERPERSONAL FACILITATIVE
SKILLS OrderNo. DAB225400
_Waixin, MicHaeL Ray, Eo D. Fast Texas State University, 1982, 99pp.
Adviser; R, Paul dohnson

Purpose ol the Study. This study was designed to investigate the * °
relationships among selected interpersonal facilitative skills, personal
skills, and perceived health of the tamily of origin.

Procedure. The population tor the present study was comprised of
beginning counselor trainees enrolled in Guidance 510, “Introduction
to Counseling.” During the first scheduled class meeting, the students
completed the Anderson Family of Origin Scale (AFOS) and the
Personal Skills Map (PSM). Each counselor trainee also completed an
audio couriseling lape, a ten:minuté segment of which was rated by
three expert raters using the Carkhul! Scales. -Empathic
Understanding in Interpersonal Processes: A Scale tor Measurement
(EUIP) and Gross Ratings of Facilitative Interpersonal Funclioning
Scale (GHFIF), The' AFOS and the PSM were scored, and statistical
analyses were then conducted 1o test the hypotheses.

Findings Significant pusitive relationships were obtained between
the counselor traineas’ ratings on the EUIP and their scores on the
Sel! Estecn, Empathy, and Drive Strength scales of the PSM and
between their scores on the Stress Managemert scale of the PSM and
their Total Score on the AFOS. Sigriticant negative relationships were
obtairied between the counselor irainees’ ratings on the GRFIF and
their scofes on the AFOS subscales 6f Intimacy, Autenomy, and Total
Scote, .

Conclusions. The indings in this study warrant the lollowing
conclusions: (1) The counselor trainees’ empathic communication
was significantly related to their personal skills of sell-esteem.
empathy, and drive strength. (2) The counselor trainees’ perceived
haalth of the faily of origin was significantly related 1o their stress
management skill. (3) The counselor trainees’ overall facilitative
interpersonal functioning was significantly inversely related to their
perceived heaith of the family of origin.




