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BROADCAST EDUCATION: AN EDUCATIONAL MODEL FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL TV VIEWING AND
LISTENING SKILLS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SETTING

Order No. DA821 5833
BECKER, DENNIS, PH.D. The Union for Experimenting Colleges and
Universities, 1981 153pp

This Project Demonstrating Excellence is a detailed description
and explanation of how and why pubhc schools should utihze
childrens familiarity with ielevision as a means of teaching critical TV
viewing and listening skills The process is labeled BROADCAST
EDUCATION. It is a comprehensive model designed for use in the
pubhc school setting at all grade levels kindergarten thiough twelve.
The Broadcast Education model is presented as a matrix of time and
content. Specific information is given in the content areas of Physical
Plant, Equipment, Materials, Curricuium, Personnel, Extra/co.
curricular Activities. This data is appropriately spaced over a seven
year period of development. In essence, the matrix which is
developed tells when to do what over a period of seven years to
ensure planned, steady incremental program growth and
development. There are two underlying hypotheses, that professiora:
educators have a responsibdity to provide students with practical
skills and understanding apphcable to their growth and developme:-.4
m productive citizens, that students and the education& process a-e
currently impacted by television. The Broadcast Education process es
a means of bringing together the two major institutions of Education
and Television. Examples of how this has been accomplished in
several school systems are included. Both quahtafive and quantite.4e
data are utilized. The impact of Cable.TV is also investigated and
evaluated. Conclusions on the effectiveness of The Broadcast
Education model as an educational tool are drawn and
recommendations are provided for implementation.

A STUDY OF ENGLISH AS A SUBJECT IN THE
CURRICULUM OF THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY

Order No. DA8219046

BROWN, JANE 4.NEW. ED D The College of William and Mary In
Virginia,1982. 174pp. Chairman. Professor Clifton F Conrad

The purpose of this study was to determine the factors that led to
the incorporation of English as an organized discipline at theCollege

of William and Mary,
In order to assess reasons for the unprecedented consideration

given the study of Enghsh in 1888, it was necessary to examine the
English-related studies in the predominantly classical curriculum at
Witham and Mary during the nineteenth century. An attempt was made
to determine first why English was not recognized as a subject in the
curriculum before the College was closed in 1881 and then why
English was established as a disciphne when the College was
reopened in 1888 It was concluded that a systemized study of English
did not develop at the College of William and Mary before 1888
because the study of English as a distinct and separate language was
perceived nrlither as a necessary part of the traditional curriculum nor
as a curricular offering which would improve the financial he&th of

the institution.
It was hypothesized that a professorship of English was

established and a systemized study of English was inaugurated at the
College of William and Mary in 1888 because the Commonwealth of
Virginia appropriated funds for a program of teacher education at the
College.

The data support the hypothesis that English became an
organized field of study in 1888 primarily because the College
developed a program of teacher education, which required a study of
the English language, in order to secure financial support from ths
Commonwealth of Virgirda.

Further study is needed to examine: (1) whether English
remained primarily a servant to practical studies, (2) the role and
emphasis on English in current programs of teacher education, and
(3) the pattern of development and relative emphasis on English.
related studies in the twentieth.century curricula of American
colleges.

FILMMAKING IN THE SECONDARY ENGLISH CURRICULUM:
AN HISTORICAL REVIEW Order No. DA821 782 6
BROWN, JEWELL LILLIAN WHEELESS, PH.D. The University of Texas at

Austin, 1982. 170pp. Supervisor: Ralph J. Gohring

This dissertation is an attempt to write the first history of
filmmaking as it occurred in the secondary English curriculum from
1930 to 1980, with particular attention io the period from 1960 to
1980. The historical framework is based on tracing the interaction of
communications technology, education and communication theories,
and English teachers within a developing and changing curriculum.

The study documents the products, philosophies and practices of
thc, inventors, the theorists and the teachers who collaborated to
introduce and sustain filmmaking, as well as documenting the internal
and external problems that tended to remove filmmaking from the
curriculum.

Of significance to curriculum-makers are the implications of the
rationale that brought filmmaking into being named as a
language art as seen in the English Language Arts Guidelines (1980),
of lowa and Texas.

The conclusions are that such convincog rationale calls for
philosophic& acceptance of filmmaking as a new la iguage art in all
fifty states, adequate funding from schcrA boards and adequate
staffing c,f trained teachers who are eager to facihtate student
expression in all the media.

DEVELOPING A SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH
CURRICULUM Order No. DA8216661
DICOSTANZO, PETER JOSEPH, Eo D. University of Pennsylvania, 1982.
110pp. Chairman: Dr. Allan Glatthorn

This study addressed the need for a curriculum development
process designed for loosely.coupled systems which seem to exist in
schuols today. It included systematic involvement of the classroom
teacher and at the same time resulted in programs that were
academically respectable and intellectually rigorous.

The setting chosen was sufficiently unique that the study seems
likely to advance knowledge in the field of curriculum development.
The administration of the William Penn School District, Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, was interested in developing a process that
could be used for continued curriculum work The district was
merged by state mandate and ordered by the Human Relations
Commission to desegregate One way the district has complied was
by developing a state approved long range plan c ailing for the merger
into one high school and two junior high schools One undertaking
was to unify its heretofore fragmented language arts curriculum, the
focus of this study.

The type of research used was what Oliver calls "action research."
In this sense it was a study within the curriculum that is applicable
here and now.

This curriculum development process found that by utilizing the
curriculum mapping technique developed by English and Glatthorn's
Curriculum Mastery Theory members from English departments, even
from separate component schools, can overcome the obstacles

imposed by a system that is loosely.coupled. Additionally, this
curriculum development process resulted in producing materials that
were familiar to the teachers and are currently being used.



THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AN INNOVATIVE READING
LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM IN AN URBAN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL Order No, DA821 66 6 4
Dooie, JOHN C Eo.D University of Pennsylvania, 1982. 366op.
Chairperson. Dr. Shirley B Heath

The Purpose of this ethnographic study will be to describe and
analyze the process of implementation of an innovative
read;ng/language arts pi ogram in an urban elementary school. This
progi am involved chddieir iesponding to literature, being involved in
oral and written composition and self .selected reading, as well as
investigating language oatterns.

In particular, this program focused primarily on the role of the
principal as a change agent in a school which had a high degree of
internal professionalism and a low degree of community involvement.
An emphasis was placed upon the principal's role asa buffer or
mediator during the implementation. A description as to what effect
this had upon the change process was detailed. The reactions of the
staff and a description of their participation was given.

A secondary focus was assessment of the Pennsylvania
Comprehensive Reading Plan (PCRP) as it affected student
achi Ivement In studying the effects of the change process, the
principal assumed the role as a participant observer. He recorded
what had been seen and heard and included other data gathering
techniques which aided in an evaluation of the plan.

The results of the study provided information concerning. (1) The
importance of the role of the principal in the implementation, (2) The
effects of a particular setting on a change process, (3) What effect, rf
any, community participation affected the change process, (4) How
constraints, such as district and community demands, can affect the
implementation of a plan, (5) The role of teachers in the change
process in an educational setting.

COMPARISON OF TWO MNEMONIC SYSTEMS AND THE
._EE$4-'ACV ON RECALL Order No. DA8225114

FLICK, JOYCE VIRGINIA, Eo D Hoist/a University, 1982 1SOPP
Adviser Dr Harvey Alpert

Purpose ol the Study The purpose of this investigation was to
determine the effect on recall of two instructional strategies The hist
mnemonic strategy, called chunking, presented reading vocabulary
words organized in meaningful categories as the preparation for
recall The second mnemonic strategy. called chaining, presented
reading vocabulary words in a narrative organizational format as the
preparation for recall A baseline situation was utilized as a control to
analyze the results of the two treatments.

Procedv,e Equal numbers, twenty-four gifted and talented, and
"normal" subjects were assigned to test each of the two strategies
During the first state, the first seven of ten baseline lists of
unorganized words were presented and recalled. The second stage
consisted of the last three baseline lists plus the first three chunking
or chaiMng strategy lists Finally, the third stage consisted of the
presentation and recall of the last seven chunking or chaining lists.
Subjects were seen on three consecutive clays and each stage took
approximately thirty to forty minutes per student. Analysis of varianceand t tests were employed to determine whether significant
differences existed between groups and between mnemonicstrategies.

Findings The results indicated a statistically significant differencebetween the baseline unorganized test and the post-tests of chunkingand chaining It also showed a significant difference between the twoability groups, gifted and talented versus "normal." A significant
, interaction was also observed for test by ability. Gains for both giftedand talented and "normal" subjects were significant no matter whichsti ategy was used It appeared that gains were greater for "normal"students.

Conclusions The findings of this study provided the basis for thefollowing conclusions Organizing word lists in either a chunking or achaining strategy aids recall A significant gain existed from baselinelists to both Chun ng and chaining post tests for both gifted andtalented and "nor students Gifted and talented students didsignificantly better 'sing the chunking strategy than did "normal"students Gains in recall of vocabulary words was greater forstudents,

AN INDIVIDUALIZED TEACHER-DIRECTED SPELLING
PROGRAM COMPARED WITH A COMPUTER.BASED
SPELLING PROGRAM Order No, DA8221191
GUSTAFSON, BRIAN, PH D Iowa State University, 1982 119pp
Supervisor. Ross Engel

This study examined the effectiveness of a computer-based
learning system designed specifically to provide individualized
spelling instruction The principal focusof this study was to determine
this system's effectiveness in pr omoting spelling achievement among
third- and fourth-grade students.

An experimental design approach Was used in this study to
compare the pPrformance of students working in a teacher directed
individualized spelling program with the perfoi mance of students
working in a computer based individualized spelling program. One
hundred sixty three third and fourth grade students and their
teachers from a mid western suburban school district comprised the
sample population.

Pre and postassessments of student spelling achievement and
attitude were given, as well as a retention achievement test
administered six weeks after the completion of the experiment.
Teachers were asked to record daily the amount of instructional time
they devoted to each instructional program. These data were
collected during the spring semester of 1981. (1) The computer-
based students' postexperiment and retention test achievement
scores were significantly higher than the scores of the students
working in the teacher-directed program. (2) There was ne
interaction between the type of instructional program and spelling
ability There were no significant differences in the spelling growth
rates among the ability groups within each program (3) The changes
in student attitude toward spelling did not differ significantly between
instructional programs (4) There was a significant difference in the
amount of time teachers invested in the two instructional programs.
Teachers used three times more instructional time in the teacher.
directed program than they did in the computer based program.

(5) The rate at which students encountered unfamiliar words in the
computer based program could be increased at least a third without
significantly affecting thcir posttest achievement scores.

THE EFFECT OF ENERGIZING AND CALMING MOVEMENT
WARM UPS ON THIRD GRADE CHILDREN'S ORIGINAL
VERBAL IMAGES Order No. DA82 2341 4
HERMAN GAIL NEARY, PH D The University o/ Connecticut, 1982,
177pp

Movement warm ups have been reported to have had success in
facilitat c re at; wc production, especially the originality factor . The
purpose of this study ,r,r, to determine whether energetic or calming
movernent warm ups which have low relatedness to the test task
would posihvely influence the verbal originality of third graders at
different levels of language achievement

Two hundred and seventy live third grade subjects froman urban
city of mixed socio-economic standing were randomly assigned to
one of four groups A posttest-only control group design was used.
Variables in the 4 x 3 two way analysis of variance included four levels
of group (energetic movement, calming movement, friendly attention,
and control) arid three levels of language achievement (high, middle,
and low) as determined by subjects' local percentile rankings on the
Comprehensive Tests of Basic Siulls Qualitative data was collected
through experimenter journals and interviews with subjects.

The movement groups received movement warm-ups, either
calming or energetic A friendly attention group. included to control
for the Hawthorne effect, chatted with the experimenter instead of
receiving a movement warm up. The Sounds and Images test
(Torrance, Khatena, & Cunnington, 1973) was administered to the
controls and to the treatment groups immediately after the warm-ups.

Significant main effects were found for group (F = 20.71, df
3/263, p < MIS) and language (F = 10 48, dl = 2/263, p < 001) but
there was no interaction Duncan's Multiple Range Test revealed that
the friendly attention and control groups scored significantly higher (p
< 05) than the calming and energetic warm-up groups which did not
differ significantly from each other. High and middle language
achievement levels scored significantly higher than the low language



achteAement levels although high and middle levels did not differ
significantly from each other.

In this study tow task related movement warm.ups negatively
influenced third graders verbal originality as measured by Sounds
and Images Cu tative data and other IOnearch suggest that these
results may be due to a context effect and low task' relatedness The
context effect might be minimized if the warm-up activity bears high
task relation to the test.

AN INVESTIGATION OF EFFECTS OF VOCABULARY
DEVELOPMENT ON ACHIEVEMENT IN READING

OrderNo. DA8219470
JONES, AREATHA SIMMONS, ED D East Texas State University, 1982.
145pp. Adviser William Ogden

Purpose ot the Stuay This study was designed to determine the
ett ects of systematic, structured vocabulary instruction on verbal
achievement of pupils of a potentially low achieving population in
grades four, five, and six.

Procedure Two hundred twenty.six pupils in grades four, five, and
six from a laige Ur ban scl-houi disti.ct participated in tile study. These
pupils were given the vocabulary, comprehension, and spelling
subtests of the Iowa Test of Basic Skiffs at the beginning of the school
year. During the year of the study, the Xottmeyer Plus Ten Vocabulary
Booster program was utilized

Data for the descriptive study were obtained from pretest and
posttest scores of the lowa Test ol Basic Skills

Conclusions The following conclusions were drawn, based on
findings of thi, study (1) There is a difference between the mean
reading comprehens:on scores of pupils who participate in a
vocabulary building program and in the scores of pupils who do not
receive such specialized instruction (2) There is a difference in the
learning rate between students who participate in a vocabulary
building project and those who do not (3) Students who have
participated in a vocabulary building program will produce better than
expected gains in reading comprehension (4) Students achieve more
at different grade levels after they have participated in a vocabulary
building program (5) Structure in vocabulary instruction affects the
pupils' rate of achievement (6) Students in upper grades experience
greater gains from a vocabulary instruction program than do those
students in the lower grades (7) A program of regular, intensive
vocabulary instruction has a direct, positive effect upon achievement
in the verbal areas

A STUDY OF THE EFFECT OF LITERATURE BASED
VOCABULARY LESSNS ON TENTH GRA DE STUDENTS

Order No. DA8220944
LArorcruNE, GEORGiA MARI, Eo D. Boston University Schoch of
Education. 1982 221pp Major Professor. Thomas E. Condon, Jr.

Purpose This study was concerned with the development and
evaluation of a series of vocabulay lessons designed to discover
tenth grade students' knowledge of words met in literature. The
impact of the vocabulary lessons was assessed in phonic spelling,
visual memory, reading comprehension and vocabulary as measured
in posttest sessions while controlling for pretest measures, the
subject's I 0 and social class The primary objective of the study was
to measure high school students' acquisition of vocabulary following
twenty lessons

ut,eriurt, The twenty lessons in vocabulary were taught in ten
school weeks. The lessons included nine short stories, two poems,
and two popular songs, the activities after the initial reading of the
short story were oral and written group communication exercises.
Creative writing exercises were compiled using the new words. The
control and experimental participants in the study were pretested
using the Gates MacGinItie Reading Test, Revised Edition, Level F,
vocabulary and comprehension subtests; "Forgione's Diagnostic
Reading Instrument for Secondary Students," subtests visual memory
and phonic spelling; the Otis,lennon Mental Ability Test, Advanced
Level, Form J to determine I 0.; the Environmental Participation index

to determine socioeconomic status ard the author's vocabulary test
(a 109 item multiple choice test).

The experimental group 1S6 students) participated in ten weeks of
20 vocabulary lessons After ten weeks, both the experimental and
control gr -sup (34 students) were posttested to determine progress.
The sample was from one city high school of middle class population
north of Boston.

Results and Conclusions. An analysis of covariance was
performed to determine significance. The author's vocabulary
posttest indicated that the experimental group improved significantly
in vocabulary; there was no interaction A practical result of this study
involves a need to provide interesting, instructional materials "hat are
oeared to motivate adolescents There was no significant difference in
phonic spelling, visual memory and comprehension after the
intervention.

High correlations (.70 and above) existed between the author's
vocabulary test and reading comprehension, total reading and
vocabulary as measured by the Gates MacGinibe Reading Test.

NONPRINT MEDIA PRODUCTION IN SECONDA RY SCHOOLS
Order No. DA8216837

LAWRENCE, REBECCA N , Eo D The Louisiana State University and
Agricultural and Mechanical Cot, 1982. 126pp. Supervisor:
Professor Pauline M. Rankin

The purpose of the study was to determine the current status of
nonprint media production in the public secondary schools A
questionnaire was administered to the media specialists/librarians at
all Louisiana schools containing grades seven through twelve
including schools listed as junior highs containing the sixth grade. A
90,909 percent response rate was achieved.

Findings included the following: (1) In the order of occurrence,
nonprint media produced in the public secondary schools of
Louisiana were. overhead transparencies, cassette and/or reel to reel
audio tapes, video tapes, photographic slides and photographic film
development, slide/tape programs, computerprograms; and 8mm
films, (2) In schools producing nonprmt media, teachers followed by
media specialists/librarians were performing the majority of
production work, (3) All schools had facilities or equipment available
that could be used for nonprint media production. Overhead
transparencies, audio tapes, and photographic slides were the
nonprint formats with the most available equipment; 1/2" video tape
equipment and computer equipment seemed to be increasing in
school availability; (4) The primary items supplied for nonprint
production in the public secondary schools were overhead
transparency materials and audio tapes, (5) District level nonprint
media production was available in a majority of schools. Funding for
nonprint media production was primarily from the district level
followed by school generated sources; (6) Principals, teachers,
media specialists and students were very receptive to the concept of
nonprint media production, and (7) The majority of f acuity members
had the skills necessary to produce audio tape recordings; but most
faculty members did not have the.iskills necessary to produce
photographic slides, slide/tape programs, video tapes, 8mm films, or
computer programs.

The following nonprint media production recommendations were
made. (1) Increased state support is needed; (2) Preservice and
inservice training for school faculty members should be provided;
(3) Students should be provided with information regarding nonprint
media production, (4) Special attention should be given to video and
computer technologies as emerging trends impacting schools, and
(6) Further research should be conducted to determine the factors
influencing nonprint media production in schools.



LISTENING COMPREHENSION. A COMBINED STRATEGY
FOR ACCELERATED LEARNING Order No. DA822 369 2
LEE, IRI$ Jo ANN, PH D Saint lows Unnersity, 1981 202pp

The -nu, n purpose of the study th the cuiridig, demonstration,
and testing of a twc method comtinati Un the listening
comprehe .ion of an eternentai rnentalU ietard,..J population
The effects of a Combined Strategy were further studA with respect
to retention of listening comprehension as a fundon of the facilitating
effects of the two-method combination.

The problem concerned the effectiveness of combining two
accelerated learning methods to increase the comprehension and
retention of a foreign language through listening The rationale
behind the use of acelerated methods was based upon the
augmentation of human potential regardle.,s of functioning level. An
exploration of the combined effect of two specific methods,
Suggestopedia and Total Physical.Response, was undertaken based
upon research evidence supportmg their respective claims for
increasine learning competence

Procedural guidelines of the study were described for four groups.
two treatment groups (exposed to a combination of Suggestopedia
and Total Physical Response methods), and two control comparison
groups (exposed to the Total Physical Response method) Pretest
Information was obtl,ned for subsequent analysis of the main effect of
treatment conditions Posttest and follow-up assessment of listening
comprehension and the retention of listening comprehension were
obtained at intrvals after the training sessions. The Test for Auditory
Comprehension of Language and the Assessment of Children's
Language Comprehension were individually administered to all
subjects The hypotheses of the study were tested through a two way
analysis of variance framework. The .05 levelwas chosen for the F
tests to represent significant differences.

The data of the study indicated that the two methods in the form of
a Combined Strategy possibly supplemented one another. With
regard to a facilitating effect on retention of listening comprehension,
the data indicated no significant differences between the two-method
training and the single method training.

Lwas concluded that neither the Combined nor the Uncombined
Strategy training was superior to the other in affecting listening
comprehension or retention of listening comprehension of an
elementary level mentally retarded population. ... (Author's abstract
exceeds stipulated maximum length. Discontinued here with
permission of school ) UMI

USING PATTERNS IN LEARNING: AN EVA USATION OF
PATTERNED WORD ATTACK INSTRUCT ION WITH
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS Order No. 0A821 6487
NORTON, PRISCILLA KATHLEEN, ED D Unitec Slates internatiobal

University,1982 159pp Chairperson. Anhui J. Gumbrell

The Problem The major concern of the study was to et:amine the
effectiveness of the model of word attack instrucbun entitled Letter
Patte,ns A Patterned Approach to Word Attack. The study was
designed to evaluate the model's effectiveness in accomplishing word
attack instruction with elementary students receiving instruction
using Letter Patterns versus elementary students receiving no
instruction in word attack skills.

Method The subjects of the study included 40 students grades 1
through 6 enrolled in a 4-week summer school session at Tiffany
Schoo:, Chula Vista Elementary School District The sample consisted
of 20 students in experimental groups and 20 students in control
groups The students involved in the study were divided into three
matched groups Studeits in the control groups received classrooi-ri
instruction in word identification skills and no direct instruction in
word attack skills Students in the experimental groups received
classroom instruction in word identification skills and small group
instruction in word attack skills using Letter Patterns.

Students were pre- and posttested using the Word Attack Subtest
and the Word Identification subtest from the Woodcock Reading
Mastery Tests Data obtained on the Word Attack and Word
Identification subtests were analyzed through the comparison of
pretest and posttest mean scores with a t test for matched pairs to
determine significance of differences within and between groups.

Results. The findings of the data showed that both the
experimental and control groups entered the four-week summer
session with similar word attack and word identification skills.
Analysis between the experimental and control groups revealed a
significant difference in word attack skill gains between groups.
Analysis between the experimental and control groups revealed no
significant difference in word identification skill gains between

oups.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE INTEGRATION OF SELECTED
PARTS IN THE PENNSYLVANIA COMPREHENSIVE
READING/COMMUNICATION ARTS PLAN WITH BASIC
READING INSTRUCTION Order No. DA821 7790
Ross, BETTY WITTEN, ED D Temple University, 1982. 320pp.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the integration of
selected parts of the Pennsylvania Comprehensive/Reading
Communication Arts Plan with daily basic reading instruction. The 15
week investigation of 64 fourth grade low achieving pupils in two
classrooms assessed student growth and attitudes, and recorded
amount of pupils' responses to literature as well as amount of pupils'
reading and writing The program consisted of daily reading c.iou,".1 to
pupils, daily response to reading, daily Sustained Silent Reading ar d
daily composing, oral and written.

The findings were: no significant growth in reading
comprehension, positive changes in pupils' attitudes toward reading,
Increase in the number of children's responses to teachers' reading
aloud and storytelling, and increases in the amount of children's
reading and writing It is recommended that future investigations of
programs be of longer duration and with Other and larger populations.
All of the critical experiences should be,studied.

THE EFFECTS OF A LISTENING PROGRAM UPON THE
LISTENING AND REA DING ABILITIES OF FIRST-GRADE
STUDENTS Order No. DA8219042
SCHEER, JANICE CAPACCIO, PSY.D. Rutgers University The State
University of New Jersey, G.S A P.P., 1982. 134pp. Chairperson:
Edward Docherty

This investigation was undertaken to determine whether primary-
grade students who participated in a systematized, comprehensive
progi am of auditory memory training and auditory discrimination
training would perform better on measures of reading and listening
than comparable students who did not receive this training.
Specifically, the findings of the study sought to answer the following
questions (a) Will there be a significant difference in listening
achievement between the control group and experimental group after
training') (b) Will there be a significant difference in reading
achievement between the contrcl group and experimental groups
after training? The subjects of this study were comprised of a
selective sample of students in three intact first-grade classes within a
single school The materials consisted of two pretests, a training
curriculum on auditory discrimination and on auditory memory, and
two posttests The Listening Test and the Reading Test of CIRCUS,
published by Addison-Wesley in 1976, was used to pretest and
posttest each group for listening and reading, respectively. The
program consisted of 20 thirty-minute lessons from Listening To The
World, published by American Guidance Service in 1980. For the
purpose of this study, 20 lessons dealing with auditory discrimination
and auditory memory training were implemented for a period of
approximately three months The results of the analyses of covariance
are summarized (a) There was a significant difference between the



adjusted posttest means on achievement in listening skills of those
first grade students who received either auditory discrimination
training or auditory memory training and those comparable students
who did not receive this training (b) There was no significant'
difference in adjusted posttest scores in reading skills of those first.
grade students who received either auditory discrimination training or
auditory memory training and comparable students who did not
receive this training

SPEECH RATE, PASSAGE DIFFICULTY AND LISTENING
COMPREHENSION Order No. DA821 57 59
TARPINIAN, JOHN, Eo.D Columbia University Teachers College, 1982.
124pp Sponsor. Professor Harold Cool;

The experiment investigated the effects of three speech rates on
listening comp ehension of low, medium, and high difficulty materials.
Previous research had yielded equivocal findings. It was hypothesized
that comprehension of high difficulty materials declines more rapidly
at fast rates of speech than does comprehension of low and medium
difficulty materials The relationship between verbal ability
(Vocabulary Test-GT) and listening comprehension for the speech
rate and difficulty conditions was explored.

Subjects were 117 college students Stimuli were nine passages
from the Miller-Coleman Readability Scale, three passages within
each difficulty level were selected on the basis of having
approximately equal Cloze readability scores The master recordings
of the nine passages at the normal rate (272 syllables per minute)
were compressed by 33% and 50%. The resulting three speech rates
were 272 (normal), 407 and 543 syllables per minute. Eighty-one
subjects in the experimental group heard one low, one medium, and
one high difficulty passage at each rate of speech. After hearing each
Passage subjects were allowed five minutes to complete a 50% (every-
other-word deleted) doze test on the passage just heard. Thirtysix
testonly subjects provided baseline data on the doze tests.

Correlations between vocabulary scores and cloze scores for the
speech rate and difficulty condittons were low; verbal ability was
unrelated to doze scores due to increases in speech rate or difficulty
Main effects of speech rate and difficulty and their interaction were
statistically significant at (he .05 level. Significant decreases in
comprehension occurred for the low and medium difficulty materials
only. However, the hypothesis was not confirmed, since increases in
speech rate had no significant effect on comprehension of the high
difficulty passages. The lack of a decrement for the high difficulty
passages was attributed to their very low redundancy. Speeding up
the presentation had little effect on subsequent cloze responses,
since only a limited number of the relatively discrete words or phrases
could be recalled in any case. The results indicated that passages of
low and medium difficulty may be transmitted at very fast rates (401
and 453 words per minute) without much loss in comprehension..

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF COMPRESSeD SPtECH ON
THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION OF COMMUNITY
COLLEGE STUDENTS Order No. DA8223943
WILLIAMS, DANT LAWRENCE, ED 0 in.:lute and
State University, 1982 125pp

The purpose of the study was to determine the elfects of various
rates of compressed specch instruction upon the listening
comprehension of community colle)e students The primary objective
of the stud} was to dete rmuie the degree to which two types of
community college students, de,.relopmental and non-developmental,
could recall factual and interential information from an uriinterrupted
forty.two minute presentation which had been compressed to: 0%
(175 words per minute), 33% (275 words per minute), and 57% (400
words per minute). The ability of each type of student and treatment
type to recall information over time was meariured The study was
conducted at a large urban community college in the Winter and
Spring of 1930 One huncired thirt-y one developmental and non
devOopmental subjects participal-d in the study These two
clasifications of students were raiidoniized into one of three groups
The three experimental groups heard the treatment material
presented at a designated compression rate, and took,a treatn lent
post test All experimental subjects took a delayed pest test two
weeks following treatment The scores of one hundred twenty
participants we re used in the Lindquist Typelll analysis of variance
with repeated measures which wn conducted on the post te,ts and
delayed post te sts

The results of the data analysis revealed significant differences in
type of treatment, type of student. and time of testing with the
following results (1) subjects hearing the presentation at 0%
compression had the highest scores There was no significant
diffei ence between the scores of the 0% and 33% tie atment groups
(2) nori developmental subjects .scorec, significantly higher than
developmental subjects on the treatments and (31 scores on the post
test were significantly higher than the delayed post test
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