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.DEVELOPMENTAL PATTERNS OF GOOD AND POOR
READERS: A COMPARISON Order No, DAB2232468
ALISHULER, JULIE MatLER, Ep.D. Harvard Unlversity, 1982, 162pp.

This study had two main objeclives. (1) toseek empirical data
which will contribute to the resolution of the controversy as to
whether most scading difficulties tend to be (ooted onmanly in the
pupil's general language deficiencies or in the more specific reading
skill of word identification, and (2) 1o construct an improved “map* of
the reading development paths of good and poor readers in the
elementary grades,

The total sample was composed of 79 children from the third (14
good and 14 poor readeis), the fifth (12 good and 12 poor readers),
and the seventh (14 good and 13 poor readers) grades in the public
schools of a Beston suburb,

Four measures of re .ding subskill development were used;

(1) oral reading of letie names, (2) oral réading of single words,
(3) orzlreading of connected text, and (4) atestof general
vocabulary knowledge that did not require any reading.

Atleast two significant imphcations flow from the findings. First,
reading skillis acquired along seve: al developmental subskiil
dimensions: first, accuracy and sy ead with respect to letters, next
accuracy and speed with respec {v single words, and finally Bccurac
and speed with respect lo connected lexts Reading skilt acquisltion,
is hierarchical with respect 1o the cifficully of the words and text
assigned. It develops first with easier words and then with more
dlﬁ;cu" words, and similarly with respect lo easier and more difficult
text,

Spe aking generally, the poor readers {in grades 3,5 and 7) as
defined for the purpases of this study (10th to 40th percentile on tha
CTES)lagyed aboul two years behing the good readers (60th to S0th
percentile) in oral icading of single words and vocabulary knowledge,
That is, the poor readers in giades 5 and 7 did not differ significantly
frem good readeis two giades below them. Second, developmenta)
patterrsiorindividuals were conside. ably more vanable than group
patierns, particularly for younger poor readers,

The findings fcnd to confim these of Chalj {1879) and Doehnng
(1976). that re 2ding skill acquisition is essenlally made up of several
component sutshills that are acquied at difeient imes. The finoings
also sugges! that word identification deficiencies contribute to .
reading problems al the third ang fth grades, but not at the seventh
grade, whare general language deficiencies are more important.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF TWO ATTITUDE

SCALES AMD AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS
AMONG SELFCTED ATTITUDE AND READING ACHIEVEMENT
VARIABLES Order No. DAB224585

AnDERSON, ORA ST RUNG, Py D, University of Maryland, 1982. 128pp.
Supervisor, Dr LindaB. Gambrell

There yere two major purposes of this research. They were (1) to
develop and validate two altitude scales for thid and sixth grade
students, and (2) to determine the relationships among zttitude
tov.ards reading, self concent as a readeér and rrading achieve~ents
at third and sixth grade 'evels The hypetheses were' (1) Attitude
lowards reading consssts of discrote factors (. 2lue of reading and
sell-.concept 25 a reader) vboch can be identified and measured,

(2) There will be a significant reletionship betveen value of reading

and reading achieveraentfor third and «ivih graders (3) There willbe |

a signifirant re'ationship between sel concept as a jeader and
reading achievement for third and s'xth graders (4) There will b
significant 0iferences among ghove everage, aveiage, and below
average readers on the Value of Reading Scale and the Selt-Concept
As A Reader Scale for third and sixth graders (5) There will be no
grade level differences on the Vatse of Reading Scale and tt.e Self-
Concept As A Reader Scale for third and six graders. (6) There will be
no sex differences on the Value of Reading Scale and the Self.
Concept As A Reader Scale for third and sixth graders.

Procedures, Subjects were 484 third and sixth graders from six
public schools representing diversitied communllies in Maryland The
instrumentation employed for validation of the attitude scales was:

(1) Value of Reading wes measured by The Estes Attitude Scales,

(2) Self-Concept As A Reaver was measured by the Coopersmith

Sell-Esteem Inventory. (3) Existing reading achievement test scores

were obfained to determine the relationship of Value of Reading, Self.
. Concept As A Reader, and‘!feading achievement,

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Findings This study developed and vahdated two len-statement
Instruments, Value of Reading and Sell.Conuept As A Reader, for
third and sixth graders. Two facters, Value of Reading and Sel.
Concept As A Reader, were determined. Test-retest procedures
revealed reliability coefficients of .72 {or Value of Reading and 63 for
Sell-Coneept As A Peader. Non significant refalionships were
determined among Value of Reading, Self-Concept As A Reader, and
reading achievement for third and sixth praders Significant
relationships were delermir od {or perfoimance by abinty level, grade
level, and sex Malesscored higher than females. Additional
validation researchis re commended,

I

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TEACHER PERCEPTION OF
PRINCIPAL LEADERSHIP BEHAVIOR AND STUDENT
READING ACHIEVEMENT IN SELECTED ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS Order No. DAB227048

Arcupoto, GLonia JeaN Kigeie, Ep.D. George Peabody College lor
Teachers of Vande:bilt University, 1982, 107pp. Mayor Professor:
James Whitlock

The purpose of this study was o determine whether there is a
relationship between the leadership behavior of principals for
elementary schools ranked high wilh,respect to learner reading
achievement as compared with eleinentary schools ranked low with
respect tolearner reading achievement.

The investigation was based on the responses of 130 teachers
from 13 elemenlary schools in a westside srhool district of Chicago.
The teacher responses were obtained from the two key dimensions of
leader behavior measured by the Leader Behavior Description
Queslionnaire. The composile reading achievement scores of
studentsin grades 2 6 on the jowa Tests of Basic Skills for school
years 1978 79, 1979 80, and 1980 81 were used in classilying schools
as high or Jow achieving.

The dala analysis from this study indicated that principals
perceived as exhibiting high consideration and high initiating
struclure are more likely to be found in elementary schools exhibiting

a higher level of student reading achievement, It was also determined
that principals perceived as exhibiting high consideration and low
initialing structure are likely to be found in elementary schools
exhibiting a lower level of student achievement. Principals perceived
as exhibiting low consideration and low initiating structure were not
linked to either lower or higher levels of student reading achievement.
Because of the small sample, the relationship between principals
exhibiting low consideration and high initrating structure and student
reading achievement was inconclusive, .

’

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF SELF.
AMD PEER-READING BEHAVIORS, ATTITUDES, AND
EVALUATIONS OrderNo. DAB214960

BAKER, ROBERT MILUM, PH.D. The University of Michigan, 1982.
257pp. Chairperson. Warren G. Palmer

i The pitmary pu.pose of this study was to investigate the impact of

" peer influence upon the reading achievement of secondary-school
Students. A further purpose was to suggest greater utihity of peer
influence for th¢ promotion of reading achievement.

Subjects for this study were 262 volunteer participants, 114 girls
and 148 boys from the ninth. and twelfth-grades who represented the
high school populations of two parochial schools--a girls academy
and a boys academy. Selection was made by the participating
institutions on the bases of student choice, parental consent, and
institutional convenience.

The students were subjected to Part ] of the Diagnostic Reading
Test Survey Section and a Pear-Influence Questionnaire designed by
the investigator.
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The rationale was based upon the Pygmalion studies of Rosenthal
and Jacobson and upon the adolescence studies of Erikson.

The data was submitted to t-tests and analysis of variance.
Significant differences between group responses reflected peer
independence, while non significance of ditlerence batween
calegories of responsge was considered evidence of peer influence
between category subjects.

Major Findings. Peer Influence was in avidence among the
comparable categories of sex, grade, reauing achievement, and
socio-economic class.

In reference to the main purposes of the study, there was no
evidence that peer influence was more or less operative among
reading achievement categones. However, significant levels of peer
influence occurred consistently among Below-Average-Reading
Achievers in their reported reading habits and reading associaled
activities, while greater peer independence was in evidence for
Above:Average-Reading Achievers.

For greater utihty of peer influence in the promotion of reading
achievement, these findings would suggest more group onented
instructionat activittes among below-average-reading achievers, team
efforts such as college bow! compelilion, cooperalive expenencesin
learning such as the exchange of coach-learner roles in specific
reading exercises, and participation in dramalic readings with student
peers.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF READING ACHIEVEMENT TO VISUAL
AND AUDITORY PERCEPTUAL RECALL FOR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL PUPILS IN A MULTI-ETHNIC SETTING

OrderNo. DAB214262

BanseR, VicToriA LYnn BRummeL, Eo.D. University of the Pacilic,
1962, 142pp. Chairman: Dr. Heath Lowry .

This study was undertaken to explore the relationship, between
perceptual recall abilities and academic performance in the area of
reading.

The nature of the perceptual recall to be examined was a digit
span approach with both visual motor and audttory-motor modalties
included. The study examined the relatonship between pupils’
performance on a group sensory instrument, the Learning Predictor,
and the pupils’ standing in reading achievement of above, on, or
below grade level,

Alarge sample of 1,011 pupils from three elementary school$ in
Sacramento County, California, was included within the study. Each
pupil within the study was administered the Learniny Predictor. Grade
level, school name, sex, ethnicity, and the reading achievement level
were recorded for the participating pupuls.

The data galhered on individual pupils facilitated a study of the
relationship of each factor to the pupils' performance on the Learning
Predictor. The allect of gender, grade level, and ethnicity of a pupil
was explored through an analysis of covantance and stepwise multiple
regression. The relationship of reading achievement for elemeniary
school puyils to perceptual recall funclioning was examined in detai.
The relationship between the two modalities of visual perceptual
recall and auditory perceptual recall was also mvest:gated.

The results of this study indicated that & significant positive
relationship existed between perceptual recall skills and reading
achievement for elementary school pupils. Data also estab.shed that
below grade level readers have difiiculty in processing both visual and
auditory stimuli. The resulls of the study atzo noled that as reading
achievement increased, a correspending ingreaze in perceptual recall
skills could be found.

The data obtained support the conclusion that pupils who do
process the appropriate amount of information are likely to have
difficulty academically. The relationship of reading achievement was
studied with both visual and auditory perceptual recall skills.
Regardless of tha input modalily, mos! poor readers had difficulty
processing the appropriate amount of stirnuli commensurate with
their age. The establishment of the positive relationship among
reading achievement and visual and auditory perceptual recall skills
suggests that reading may not be purely a single modality task.

EFFECTS OF SELECTED PARENT-CHILD ACTIVITIES ON
SECOND GRADE READING ACHIEVEMENT, ATTENDANCE
AND TARDINESS OrderNo. DAB224774

Biro, Ror B., £b D. Brigham Youny Universily, 1982 202pp.
Chairman. Callis R. Harms

It was the purpose of the study to compare the effects of three
types of parent child activities on the growth of second grade reading
achievement and compare the effects of the activities on altendance
and tardiness palterns Three hundred second grade students were
assigned to one of three treatment groups or the control group of
which 240 English and Spanish readers completed some portion of a
treatment or were in the contrdi zioup The treatments were Parent
and Child, a parent child com. *tnication program, Familles Learning
Together, which used the homt learning recipe concept devetoped b,
Dorothy Rich, and Parents In Reaing, a direc! parent child reading
program The research design wa. a pretest posttest ceatrol group
design with malching of speciic groups Findings of the study were
that there was no significant dillers nce in the reading achievement of
English or Spanish readers orintre attendance and tardiness
patterns of students involved inthe activities. Findings do not suppor’
the balief that oarent child activities lead to increased achievement

and physical punishment. These lindings, though exploratory in
nature, seem to imply that parental accepance plays a role in the
process by which adolescen*s become effective parents.

Recommendations were made for adolescent parent education
pregrams and for future research on improved assessment
techniques and replication using diverse populations.

-

COGNITIVE STYLE AND STUDENTS' ABILITY TO PERFORM

READING TASKS IN CONTENT AREAS
OrderNo. DAB224500
BirminGuam, Anne, Pu.D. Holstra University, 1982, 223pp.

This investigation revolved around four major variables: cognitive
shle (f.e!}d dependence, field independence), reading tasks {man
idea, ma;er details, summarnization, closure), content areas (social
studies, science, literature); and sex.

The genera! purposes of the study weire. (1) to determirie whether
there were any significant ditfc, enices between fieid-dependent
students and field independent students in the performance of four
read’ng tasks in three content areas, and (2) to determine whether
there were any significant differences belween the maie and female
fieid-dependent students and the male and female fieldindependent
students in the performance of fous reading lasks i three content
areas. .
. Two hundred forty students weie raaduily seiecled from thirteen
classes in four schools in a suburban, mddie class, public school
system in the greater New York area. All were adminsstered the Group
Embedded Figures Test as a means of identitying then cogntive style,
Sixty students, thirty field dependent (fifteen males, fifteen females)
and thirty field independent (fifteen males, fifteen females), were
selected from the group After reading levels were obtained, the four
feading tasks in three content areas were administered.

A multivarate analysis of variance (MANOVA) was applied to the
Six hypotheses generated for this stud y lo deteimine if there were
signiicant ditfercnces Leve' of significance for these hypotheses
were at the 05 level,

The first hypothesis predicted differences between field-
dependent and field independent students across the aggregate of
lasks and content areas while the second predicted differences
across the aggregate of tasks in each content area Both were
rejected.

The third hypothesis predicted diflerences between both groupsin
each task across the aggregate of content areas This was rejected
except for the closure task across the aggregate of content areas
The fourth predicted differences for each task in each content area
This hypothesis was rejected except for the closure task in both the
social studies and sc’ence content areas.

The fifth and sixth, hypotheses predicted differences for cognitive
style and sex differences in each task in each content area. Again
only the closure tasks in social studies and science showed
dilferences The hypotheseas were rejected.
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-, RELATIONSHIPS AMONG PARENTS' QUESTIONS,
CHILDREN'S READING ACHIEVEMENT, AND PARTICIPATION
IN THE PARENT EDUCATION FOLLOW THROUGH PROGRAM

OrderNo, DA8211586

Cuapman, BarsaRA HoiLako, Pu.D. The Unlversity of North Carolina
at Chapel Hlll, 1981. 157pp. Supervisor. Richard Brice

The purposes of the present study were to (8) investigate the
relationships belween questions parents ask their children and
participation in the Parent Education Follow Through (PEFT)
Program, and (b) to Investigate the relationships beween questions
parents ask their children and child achievement in reading. This
study was based on an analysis of data originally collected in a 1977
study conducted by Patricia P, Olinsted.

The subjects were 33 PEFT and 31 non-PEFT parent-child dyads
selected from a community of approximately 50,000 in the state of
Washington All participants were low-income and white. The children
involved in the study were enrolled in the first grades of five schools
The PEFT children had also been enrolled in PEFT kindergartens,
thus insuring that the PEFT parents had been receiving home visits

from a trained PEFT paraprofessional for at least two years. None of
the non-PEFT participants had ever been involved in a home wisitution
program.

Written transcripts, pre pared from videotapes of the parent-child
dyads during a book-reading activity, were coded for (a) the total
number of questions asked of the child by the parent, (b) the number
of different cognitive and non-cognitive categories of questions.asked
of the child by the parents, and {c) the number of questions the
parent asked of the child within seven cognitive categories {based on
Bloom's Taxonomy) and two non-cognitive categories. Chi
achievement in reading was based on scaled scores for Total Reading
from the Stanford Achievement Test Primary Level | Batiery.

The relationships between the total number of questions asked
and the number of different categories from which questions were
asked and participation or non-parlicipation in the PEFT Program
were tested statistically with a t-test procedure. No significant
relationships were indicated (p > .05).

A multivariate analysis of vanance was performed to test the
relationship between participation or non-participation in the PEFT
Program and the number of questions asked within each of nine
categories. Due to the exploratory nature of the present study, the
result of this analysis of the full model was considered signtficant, £
(9,54) = 1.78, p <.09. The follow-up univarsate analyses indicated
significant differences (p < .05), favoring the PEFT parents, within five,
categories associated with "higher level” cognitive processes. . . . ~
(Author’s abstract exceeds stipulated maximum length. Discontinued
here with permission of school.) UMI
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THE RELATION OF SURFACE STRUCTURE COMPLEXITY
AND LINGUISTIC FORM TO READING ACHIEVEMENT
Order No. DA8220919

Cunno, PauLa MaRig, E0.D. Boston Unlversity School of Education,
1882. 253pp Major Professor. James Flood

This study investigated deveiopmental difterences in ti .
processing of vaned print structures and foims The study examfr'ned
four surlace structures. kernal, coordination, ciause, and
coordinalion/clause, and two linguistic forms nongrammalicaily and
redundant paraphrase. Each paltern was used to deveiop six
passages containing identical deep structure and vocabulary ievels
Studenls read passages conlaining each pattern performing three
tasks. tree recall, cued recall, and paraphrase Forty-eight hours lates,
tree recall and cued recall tasks were sepeated. The subject sample
conslsted of 108 students from a Boston suburb. Prior to testing,
appropriate levels of the Gates MacGinitie Reading Tesis.were
administered to obtain norm seferenced reading comprehension
scores,

S
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Two independent varlables with three levels were examined: gra
(4. 7.10) and reading leve! (starune 2, 5, 8). Six dependent v:nabgleade
were performance on six passages A 3 x 3 factorial design with
repeated measures utilizing blocking by Latin squares was used.
Analyses of data included descriptive and statistical results.

Quantifiable data was analyzed by two-way analyses of variance
which alfow for simultaneous evaluation of the eftects of reading and -
grade level toreveal effects of passage type on performance within
and across reading levels A regression was performed on raw score
with passages for each grade level,

Results of two.way anoves indicated that effects of surface
structure influenced comprehension among all but the highest '
performing groups Also, curves representing mean performance on
simple to complex passages progressed in a curvilinear manner for  *
low=ast groups, a linear manner for middle groups, and was flat for
highest groups This indicales a developmental shift in passage type
on which cptimal comprehension performance is achieved.

Regression resuits revealed that within grades, those structures most
unlike those typical of a grade's language development level best
differenliated betv,een good and poor readers.

Overali, results suggest ability to process varied surface structures
and forms may be dependen on giade, reading ievel, and passage
type proceowed Comprehensiun ol piuse must therefore be viewed as
an interactive process, considering the joint function o text and
reader.

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN
READING AND t.IBRARY MEDIA PROGRAMS AND
PERSONNEL OrderNo. DA8214981

Dtotem, ELaine Karin MaCKLIN, PH.D. The U(n ersity of Michigan,
1882. 197pp. Co-Chairs. Helen L. Snoke, Ke(hneth E. vance

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between public elementary school students’ achievement in reading
and study skills and several aspects of library media programs énd
school finances The major hypotheses of \iie study were: that student
atiainmentof reading and study skills would be significantly greater in
districts with one library media specialist per building than in districts
without such personnel; that there would be significant positive
relationships between the educational attainment of library media
personnel and their curricular role, and between the presence of full.
time library media personnel and student access to the library media
center,

This investigation was accomplished by using: (1) district
summaries of fourth and seventh grade students’ scores on the
reading section of the Michigan Educational Assessment Program
(MEAP), a state-wide objective referenced test; (2) library media

program information from a survey of public school library media
programs in Michigan; (3) financial data regarding public school
district State Equalized Valuation (S.E.V.) and expenditures for
Instruction. A sample of 84 districts was salected for inclusion in the
study on the basis of the ratio (one-to-one or zero-to-one) of
professional library media personnel per building serving third and
sixth grade students, i.e., the year prior to administration of the MEAP
tests.

Major findings in the atudy were: (1) Student achievement in
reading, study skills and use of newspapers was significantly greater
at the seventh grade leve! in schools with library media person.el as
compared to schools without, (2) Student access to the library media
center was significantly greater jn schools with professional library
media personnel than in schools without, (3) The education of the
library media specialist was inversely related to curncular role and -
overall student achlevement in reading at the fourth grade ievel, and
to student access at both grade levels, (4) There was a strong
positive correlation between district State Equalized Valuation
(S E.V.) and instructional expenditures per pupil in districts with
professional library media personnal. in districts without such
personnel, there was no correlation between the two factors.




“SOME EFFECTS OF ELEMENTARY SCIENCE TEXTBOOK
READABILITY LEVELS ON SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT OF
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS WITH LOW, AVERAGE, AND HIGH
READING ABILITIES OrderNo. DAB215379

FieLp, Maumice Houston, Eo D The University of Tennessee, 1982.
142pp Major Proféssor Dr. W. W, Wyatt

The purpose of this study was to investigate some of the effecls of
elementary sciunce textbook readability levels on science
schievement of elementary school students with tow, average, and
high reading abilities as nieasured by the Metropofitan Achievement
Tests: Science. .

The total reading achtevement score obtained on the Metropontan
Achlevement Tests. Elementary Form F was used to subdivide 111
students into three reading ability groups. The three groups were
found to be significantly ditterent when compared on total reading
achievement scores and later were found to be significantly ditferent
when compared on science achievement scores obtained from the
Metropoltan Achievement Tesls. Intermediate Form G sdministered
in April 1980. The gains in total reading achievement were not
significantly differentfrom gains in science achievement for any of the
three reading abiiity groups. Gains were caiculated trom scores on
the Metropoiitan Achievement Tes!s: intermediate Forms F ano G
administered in October 1978 and Apnit 1980 respectively.

Investigation of the relationship between ability toread the

. Metropolitan Achievement Tests: Intermedlate Form G and Scores
above 6.7 on science achievement indicated that students who
"scored above 6.0 on total reading achievement tended o score above
6.7 on science achievement. Study of the relationship between ability
» toread the sixth grade science textbook and scores above 6.7 on
science achievement indicated that students who scored above 7.0
on total reading achievement tended to score above 6.7 on science
achievement Students who scored below 7.0 on total reading
achievement had an equal opportunity of scoring above or below 6.7
on science achievement.

A review of the findings led to the following conclusions.

(1) Science achievement as measured by the Metropolitan
Achlevement Tests was affected by total reading achievement.

{(2) Gainsin science achievement scores and total reading
achievement scores tended to progress concurrently. (3) Science
achievement scores were adversely affected when students
responded to an achievement test witi an estimated readabihty levei
that exceeded the total reading achievement levei of the individual
student. (4) Science achievement scores were adversely affected
when students studied a basal elementary school textbook which had
an estimated readability level which exceeded the totai reading
achievement level of the individual student.

THE EFFECT OF SITUATIONAL CONTEXT ON THE READING
STRATEGIES OF LEARNING DISABLED AND AVERAGE
ACHIEVING STUDENTS Order No.DAB217410

Fiuie, DorotHY, E0.D. The University ol Arizona, 1982, 119pp.
Director. Candace S. Bos ‘

An emerging theory of learning disabilities characterized learning
disabled students as inactive learners who do not spontaneously

employ task-appropriate cognitive strategies. This study addressed
the range of tasks to which this charactenzation applies. It compared
learning disabled and average avhieving students' spontaneous
activation of difterential reading strategies as evoked by the
situational context of reading tasks.

Subjects were 20 learning disabled and 20 average achieving
seventh graders. Groups were controlled for age and non-verbal
intelligence. Lear ning dis2bled students had been diagnosed as such
and exhibited serious reading difficulties.

Within two experimentally induced situational contexts, students
read and retold short, narrative passages which contained
interpropositional consistencies. Within a storytelkng context,
designed to maximize interaction between text and background
knowledge, subjects were instructed to think about the
approprialeness of the passage for young children and imagine a

" ﬁrst-grad.e audience while accurately retelling the passage. Within a
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memdry context, designad to maximize differentiation of text fiom
background knowledge, the same subjects were to read and reteli
another story fot the sole purpose of mantaining acuiacy. Stories
were counterbalanced across contexts.

Retellings were calcgorized as either evidencing distortions which
resolved text inconsistencies or as accurately maintaining the
inconsistencies of the original text Nonparametric tests were used for
data aralysis Resulls indicated that both groups shilted retell
strategy in response to situational context, with no significant
differences between groups Within the storylelling context, retellings
tended to resolve passage inconsistencies Within the memory
context, retellings were generally accurate in their maintenance of
inconsistencies The memory context also fostered increased
accuracy for both groups on a sentence recoynition task. Responses.
to comprehension monitoring questions suggested on relationship
between retell strategy and studets’ expiessed awareness of text
Inconsistency. _

Findings indicate that beth learning disabled and average students
respond to situaticnal contexts of readjng tashs They can activate
Increased interaction between text and background knowledge or
increased differentiation of text from background knowledge It was
concluded that the characterization of leai ning disabled students as
cognitively inactive does not apply to the spontanecus activation of
differential reading strategies evoked by the stuational cuntext of the
reading act.

A COMPARISON OF THE EFFECT Of INSTRUCTOR-
DESIGNED READING MATERIALS AND THE EFFECT OF
PROGRAMMED READING MATERIALS ON SELECTED
READING SKILLS AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF
INTERCOLLEGIATE FRESHMAN STUDENT ATHLETES
OrderNo. DA821872¢

FiNN, BeaTRICE, E0.D. Oregon State University, 1982. 203pp. Major
Professor: Dr. Kenneth M. Ahrendt

‘_The purpose of this study was to compaie the effect of instructor-
designed reading mate!ials and the effect of plogrammed reading
materia's on selected reading skills and academic achievement of
intercollegiate freshman student athletes,

For purposes of comparison, two groups were established. Group
A cansisted of fifteen students who were randomly seiected from &
group of fifty six students scoring below the 50th percentile rank on
the’?McGraw-Hill Basic Skills System Reading Test, Form A, Part 1,
during the Fall Term, 1980; Group B was comprised of thirteen
s_tudenls who were randomly sefected froma larger group of seventy.
five students who scored below the 50th percentite rank -, the
McGraw-Hl Basic Skills System Reading Test, Form A, Part ll, during
the Fall Term, 1981. Prelest and posttest data were collected using
parallel forms of the MHBSS Reading Tes!.

A one way analysis of covariance and student's “t" test was used
w ana'vze the data. Analysis of the data indicated that the hypotheses
were sustained rather than rejected at the five percent level of
cpnhdence. Moreover, signficant gains were indicated for two of the
six paragraph comprehension subskilis and the co mposite score of
these subskills,

Three conclusions are suggested as aresult of this study.

(1) Gain scores in organizational skills and study type reading do not
necessarily aid in impreving grade point averages. {2) The freshman
student athletes' grade point averages did not reveal a significant
difference that could be accounted for as a direct resul of the two
treatments utiized (3) Areading improvement course is helpful to
freshman studeny athletes in enhancing their overall basic reading
skills during one quarte of instruction, as indicated by the composite
gain store.

Recommendations (1) Realication of the materials in this study
u_s.ing a greater number of freshman student athletes, and instruction
fiven over a longer time span (2) Development of content materials
from subjec!s’ textbooks designed to identity and teach other reading
comprehension skills which may contribute to a higher grade point
average (3) Replication of this study utilizing a control group of
regular college students. . .

N
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THE ACQUISITION AND TRANSFER OF A NEW READING
. SKILL IN STUDENTS WITH HIGH OR LZW SELF-CONCEPT
' OrderNo. DAB216122

Fosven, GLENDA CLAINE, PH.D. New Mexico Stale University, 1682,
84pp Chairperson: Dr. Sharon L, Wooden

The purpose of this dissertation was to examine the acquisition

and transter of novel reading skills in students matched on

# intelligence and reading ability, but differing in reading sel- ,
concept/self-esteem. This research examined (a) rate of learning on
an InitiaTword learning paired-associates task, (b) transfer of learning
to a paragraph reading task,{c) transter to ansolated word reading
task. Specifically, it addressed the following question. Would students
matched for intelligence and initial reading performance but differing
on‘reading self-concept and self-esteem display ditlerent rates of
l=arning on a new-word reading task, different levels of
comprehension and word recognition on a paragraph reading task, or
different levels of performance on a second new-word reading task?

The population of this study consisted of 267 fifth and 277 sith
graders at Stout Intermediate School, Silver City, New Mexico. All
students were placed in regular classrooms. Children classified as
exciptional were not used in this study.

From this population, ten pairs of fifth and ten pairs of sixth
graders were matched on the vanables of intelligence, reading
achievement, and sex but differed on reading self-concept and
reading self-esteem. At the fitth-grade level, five pairs were male and,
five pairs were female. At the sixth-grade level, four pairs were male
and six pairs were female.

Results. At the fifth-grade level, no significant differences between
the high and low reading selt concept/seh-esteem groups were
detected on the variable of word learning. Significant differences
were detected on the variables of paragraph reading, comprehenston,
and isolated word reading. Al the sixth-grade level, no significant
differences were deleriod between the group means for any vanable,

»

A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SELF.CONCEPT
AND READING ACHIEVEMENT IN GRADES 5, 8, AND 10
Order No. DAB213452

GeFteas DeBORAH JovCE G.ANOURAKOS, Ep.D Bosfon University
School of Education, 1982 175pp Major Protessor. Thomas E.
Culliton, Jr.

Statement of the Froblem. The purpose of the study was to
investigate the relationship between self-concept and reading
achievement in grades 5, 8, and 10. The study sought to determine
the effects of reading achievement, location, and sex on self-concept,
and to determine interaction effects of these vanables.

Procedures. One hundred eighty subjects:-ninety above-average
readers and ninety below-average readers-.were selected. Sixty
R students per grade leve! were utilized. Delineations were made at
each grade level; thirty suburban students and thirty inner-city
students were employed. Subjects were administered: (a) the Piers-
Harris Children’s Sell-Concept Scale, (b) the “Reading " subtest of
i?\e Stanlord Achievement Test, Intermediate Level 11 (Form A), or the
Stanford Test of Academic Shills, Level | (Form A). The data were
statistically examined using the Pearson product-moment corretation,
analysis of variance, and median chi-square tests.

Resulls. The major tindings of the study were. (1) No significant
relationship existed between self-conceot and reading achievement in
grade 5, a correlation of .39 (p € .01) was oblained in grade 8, and a
correlation of .27 (p <.05) in grade 10, Of the total sample, it was
found that no sag%ﬁcant relaonship existed between self-concept
and reading achievement. (2) Reading achievement had no effect on
self.conceptin graac §,1n grades 8 and 10, reading achievement had
a significant effect on seif-concept at the .05 level. Of the totai sample,
reading achievement had a significant effect on self-concept at the
001 level. Location had no effect on seit-conceptin grades 5.8, and
10. Sex had no effect on seif-conceptin grades 5 or 8, in grade 10,
sex had a significant effect on self-concept at the .01 level.

{3) Location and sex had an interaction effect on self-concept at the
.03 levelingrade 5, in grade 8, Incation, sex, and reading
achievement, combined, had an integagtion effect on self-concept at
the .05 levs!, "\

Conclusions. The major conclusions drawn from this study were
that the current scores do not indicate a significant refationship
between self-concept and reading achievement in grade five, Above.
average readers tend to possess high¥r self-concepts than below-
average readers, No dilferences exist hatween sslf-concepts of
suburban and inner-city subjects, or between males and females
E lil‘Cp)h ingrade 10 males possess higher self.concepts than

- i), * 3 .
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AN ANALYSIS OF RéDlNG ACHIEVEMENT OF FRESHMEN
AT TRINIDAD STATE JUNIOR COLLEGE .

OrderNo,DAB221862

Gonzates, Davio Manuet, Eo D. University ol Northetn Colovado,
1882. 87pp,

The Problem The purpose of this study was to determine:
(1)‘ yw\e!her freshman students, enrolied 1n Enghish classes at
Trm‘tdad State Juruor College, wndiated a change in thew reading
ag:huemment leve! after ¢..¢ avademc year of stucy, (2) Was there a
dt-"wﬁ"fﬂ mi€adability scaies bolween students who pre-tested at
_the beginnng of the schou! te mtall quarter and those who pre-tested
in the spring quarter in the New Enghish seclion offered to
accnmmadate fore gr students, (3) Was there a sigrifican! ditference
betseen the readability scaies of students when separated by area of
study and if there was, what neie the pesible ieasons, (4) Did the
data ndicate ©* «t ming ity students’ svores ddfered sigificantly from
other students, (5) Were the CAT 1eading scores predictors of
student g.p.a.? ' .

Procedives The study cc . sted of admunistenng the reading
sections of the revised (1970) California Ac hievement Test, in 8
pre/pest test format The population consssted of freshman students
enrofled in Freshman Er3'sh at Tinidad State Junior Coliege,
) Findings (1) The control greunindicated a composite g e. mean
Mo e of approximately o e Lalt level after one acadetuc year of
study (2) Studer s in the tctal givup scored over one giade
equivalengy hugher than stuo.ats in the special English section,
(3) Reading achio,en.ent seores dHered s.gnificanlly when they were
sepaira'nd by areas of study (4) None of the conelatons between
readingstrres andgpa were syruficant (5) Minonty student's
.wadmg sreres wore et when cunpaied with Auylius, however
improvement was greater

Ceneticiens (1) Wean be teniiuded that an acadenuc year of
study at Tumdad State Jumor College resulted in approximately one
halt grade level increase in reading achievement (2) It can be
conclude;i that the average ieading ability of ¢ntenng loreign
students is approximately one grade level lower than Anglo students

{3) It can be concluded that the range scores give a more definitive
prolile of students’ reading achievement for al) categories (4) ltcan
be concluded that Anglo studznts entered colleqe with significantly
higher reading ability than Hispanic, Foreign and Black students

A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE READING
STRATEGIES OF L.OW, AVERAGE, AND HIGH ABILITY
READERS ACROSS SELECTED CONTENT AREAS

Order No. DAB22108%

GuzzerTt, BARBARA JEAN, PH D. Uriversity of Colorado at Bouider,
1982. 152pp Director: Associate Professor Philip P. DiSlefgno

This study focused on readers’ attempts to jain meaning from
three zontent patsages through using the syinlatic and semantic cue
systems The study's pu'pese was to expand extant jeseaich through
parametric ara'ysis of reading stralegies of vaiying abibity level
readers.

The design employed a 3 x 3 x € repealed measuies-analysts of
variance and supplemental ethnoyrachic techiques 1o examine the
reading process of 36 fifth grade students A stiatfied random sample
of 121ow, 12 average, and 12 high ability reade:s was selected as
participants, 2 s'uderts from each ability level were sclected from
each of 6 teachers’ classrooms.

Procedure§ specitied by The Reading Miscue inveatuty Manual
were employed to a a'yze students’ reading strategies. Students were
audio recorded as they read aloud and 1£l0ld passayesfiom science,
social studies, and fiterature texts The passages wei e contiuiled for
order format, length, and readability Miscues weie coded in
categories 5 9 of RM! analysis Means .eie compuied which reflected
the readers’ strengths in each category Mearns weie also computed

_for retelling scores The data were subjected to repeated-measures.

analysis of varianc® The Newman-Keuls multiple comparisons
procedure was used to determine specific areas of difference.
Students and their teachers were interviewed to ilfuminate
passible differences in the readirig process acioss content areas.
Queslions for studants revealed interest preferences, yuestions tor
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leachers revealed thelr relative emphasis of each of the three content
areas in classroom teaching.

Conclusions derived from the findings included- (1) High,
average, and low ability level readers are consistant in using syntatic
and semantic cues to reconstruct meaning; the application of these
Siraiegies does not vary with reading content (2) Teachers' emphasis
In a specific content area can affect the interes! of varying ability level
sludentsin that area (3) Itis not the material's content in and of itselt
that affects the ability of any type of reader to reconstruct meaning It
is the reader's prior knowledge and inlerest in content material that
influences comg. ehension.

Recommendations are giventor teachers, clinicians, parents, and
researchars

TRANSITIONS INTO LITERACY: A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC
ANALYSIS OF BEGINNING READING N KINDERGARTEN
AND FIRST GRADE CHILDREN
Haussten, MYNA MATLIN, PH D, The Unlversity of Arizona, 1982,
427pp. Direclor: Yelta M. Goodman

The purpose of this study is to describe the relationship of
developing print awareness in eight Rindergarten and firs grade

children to their development in beginning reading of texts. The
lollowing questions are analyzed: (1) Whatis the relationship of

awareness of environmental print to beginning text reading? (2) What

is the relationship of book handling knowledge to beginning reading?
(3) Whatis the relaiionship of metalinguistic awareness to beginning
reading? (4) Do these relationships change over time?

Thlis descriptive, longitudinal sludy over one year presents several

types of data collected and analyzed with the following instruments:
audio taped recordings using the script "Signs of the Environment";
Sand, A Diagnostic Survey: Concepts About Print; informal teacher
interviews, parent surveys, lape recordings of the children's reading
analyzed with miscue lechniques; and classroom observation,

The data indicate that the children in this study are aware of
environmental printin context When the print becomes

decontextualized, differences are seen between middle- and working-

_class children While environmental print awareness was used lo

select high and low groups, the groups did not remain constant when

observed in relationship to reading connected discourse,
Children whose parents reported early book experiences

demonstrate the greatest knowledge about using books and about the

reading of conrecled discourse. Metalinguistic awareness does not
appear lobe closely related to success in beginning reading.
In their transitions jnto literacy, children first use personal

experience and conlext lo gain meaning froin print in the environment

and in books. Knowing that print makes sense, children use
contextual supports to read print in the environment and apply

semantically-oriented transitional reading responses o the reading of

connecled discourse As they read from books, their focus narrows
from using pictures, knowledge ol plot, and past reading expenence
1o tocus on print As children discover that their transitional reading
responses do not work or connected discourse, they begin to
integrate reading strategies to text,

Whole language classrooms, like the one in this study, are
important to beginning readers, particularly to those who need
additional support for making the transitions into Iteracy, because it
highligh(s all beginning reading of functional pnnt,

“+ THE ROLE OF STIMULUS STRUCTURE AND SUBJECTIVE
PREFERENCE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SELECTIVITY IN
GOOD AND POOR READERS OrderNo.DA8227087

House, Steven Cant, PH.D. George Peabody College for Teachers of
Vanderblit University, 1982. 88pp. Major Protessor; paulR. Dokecki

The purpose of this study was to assess the value of a
transactional and ecological model of behavior in describing and
explaining the selectivily of learning disabled (LD) children. Through
this model, a child's ability to process selectively multitaceted stimuli
Is codetermined by environmental structure and child characterislica,
Because the selectivity of learning disabled children js typically
viewed as a stalic process, it was suggested that a more dynamic
assessment of the role of environmental variation in selectivity could
clarity LD perormance difficulties. The salience of stimulus content
and the tasX's instructions reflect transactional variables important in
selectivity thalhave not been investigated developmentally in LD
children. '
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OrderNo. DAB217497

The procedure (variants of Hagen's central and incidental task)
invelved themanipulation of salient drawings, refated either
thematically (e.g., cow-farm} or taxonomically (e.g.; car-truck), tested
under instructions that designated & subset of the stimulus o the
entire stimulus as relevant to task solution. Other factors were age (7-
8 and 11-12 year olds) and good ¢r poor reading ability,

The resultsindicated that older children recalled more central and
incidental irformation than younger children, even when instructed to
altend to only central stimuli A significant age x achievement group
interaction tor central scores was interpreted as demonstrating a
developmental lag in encoding processes for poor readers. Good
feaders also oblained higher incidental scores than poor readers
interpréted as due to encoding differences. A selective attention
efficiency score yielded nonsignificant age and achievement group
ellects These interesting findings were interpreted as suggesting that
selectivity can be differentiated into specitic and general modes
related o the structure of the stimulus and age and achicvement level
of the child. The effect of instruclions was significant. All children
altered their development of attention o the stimuli equivalently when
so instfucted, contrary to indications in the literature. Salicnce,
however, was found to have litle effect upon the children's selectivity.

The transactional and ecological model of behavior was found to
be relevant to a description of seleclivity changes gver age and
achievement tevel Stimulus structure and child characteristics shobld
be important considerations when invesligating selectivity and its
development. *

THE EFFECT OF GROUP RELAXATION EXERCISES ON
SECOND AND SIXTH GRADE CHILDREN'S SPELLING
SCORES OrderNo.DAB217982
JoHnson, PotLy Lewss, E0.D Northwestern State University of
Louisiana, 1982. 112pp. Director: Dr Bob G, Lumpkins

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was lo investigate
the effects of short-term, group relaxation exercises on second and
sixlh_grade children's spelling scores. No short-term relaxation
training research involving spelling instruction has been previously
reported in the literature.

Procedure In this investigation, a pretest-posttest control group
design was ulilizeld with the pretest as covanate anc the postlest as
the dependent variable One experimental and one contro! group at
the secoand grade level and one experimental and one control group
al the sixth grade level were established Experimental groups were
diven relaxation lraining with spelling instruction Control groups
were given no relaxation traning with spetling instruction,

Conclusions Within gje limitations of the study, the following
conclusions were drawn (1) Relaxation training is effective in
improving spelling achievement of second grade children. {2) Second
grade students with previously identitied "good* or "poor" spelling
skills can benefit from relaxation training as measured by their
spelling performance on word lists selected from their grade level
(3) Relaxation training is effective in improving spelling achievement
of sixth grade children, {4) Sixth grade students initially identified as
"poor” spellers showed more spelling improvement from pretest to
Posttest than did the sixth grade students inilially identified as "good"
spellers (5) Providing relaxation training to "good™ gixth grade
spellers may not benefit their recall of written word lists, (§) Short.
term relaxation training (in this study, 9 sessions) appeared to have a
beneficial effect on children’s spelling performance.
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF SELECTED FACTORS TU THE
INDEPENDENT READING OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CHILDREN Order No.DA8219473

KemP, Lois AEen, Ep.D. East Texas Stale Jniversity, 1982. 141 pp-
Adviser: L.D. Briggs

Purpose of the Study. The primary purpose in this investigation
was lo analyze the current stat: 5 of selected independent reading
habits of students in grades two and three. A secondary purpose of
thi. study was to determine if significant rela‘ionships exi.ied
between these habils and the factors of read.ng comprehension,
socioecunomic status, and sex.

Procedure. The random sample consisted of 146 second- and
third grade students in a metropolitan school district. The study was
conducted during the fall of 1981 for a six-week period. Data were
obtained from a reading record, the lowa Test of Basic Skills, and the
Duncan Secioeconomic Ind :x.

Findings. A Pearson’s r snowed a significant relationship at or
beyond the .05 leve: of conadence for eighteen measures. The
significant correlations fes reading comprehiension jevel were.

(1) Grade two below grade level. number of books read, books
obtained from the schoal and public ibraies, and seit-serection ot
books (negative). (2) (3rade three above level. numoer of books read.
number of known authors, books obtamner from the school hbrary,
and self selection of books {postive).

The significant c.orrelations for sex (all tavoring the guris) were
(1) Grade two. number of books read, bogks obtained from the
schoc. Yibrary, and self seiection of books (positive) (2) Grade three:
number of books read, number of known authors, books obtained
from the school and classroom kibranes, and self-setection of books
(positive). .

The signiticant correlations for third-grade socioeconomic class
were. (1) Middle or upper socioeconomic class books obtatned from
sources olher than a friend or the school, classroom, public, or home
libraries (positive). (2) Lower spcioeconomic class books obtained
from the classroom ibrary (positive).

Conclusions. Accessibiiity appeared 1o have a direct influence on
literature read by most groups, while an awareness of author
appeared among the more mature students In both second and third

" grade, gils read more books, obtained more books from the school

library, and were more independent in their selection of books than
boys. Sociceconomic status was notl & major determinant of the
individual reading habils researched in this investigation.

A STUDY OF READING ACHIEVEMENT AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH FOUR PATTERNS OF
CHILD CARE PARENTAL HOME, PARENTAL HOME PLUS
NURSERY SCHOOL, OUT OF PARENTAL HOME, AND DAY
CARE CENTER OrderNo. DAB220235

KHANNA, SANTSSH B Kapoon, P D Bal Stale Linveisdy, 1582 35pp.
Chairman. Dr. Donavon D. Lumpkin

The purpose of the study was to determine if difi=rences existin
scores onreading achievement sublests 2nd ratings on social
development subscales for children exposed to four reporied panern§
of child care practice. .

The sample consisted of 143 children that expenenced different ;
patterns of child care practices between ages of three to five and th
were presenlly enrolled in grade two in four elementary schools in
Muncie, Indiana.

Three assessmentinstruments inciuding a pasent questionnasre,
subtests from the fowa Test of Basic Skdls, and social development
subscales adapted from Preschool Attainment Record (PAR) were
employed in this stud,.

A two way (2 x 4) multivariate analysis of vanance (MAHNOVA) was
conducted for testing the equality of vectors for the mean scores on
reading achievement sublests and mean ratings on social
development subscales The two independent factors considered
were patterns of child care practice and sex of the child. for purposes
of the analysis, a tesling sequence of effects was conducted since

- unequal cell sizes obtained produced a nonorthogonal design The

interaction effect between the two factors was oblained following the
tests of the two main effects within the sequence. Preliminary to
testing the hypotheses it was necessary to first test for a significant
interactlion between the factors of patierns of child care practice and
sex Although no hypothesss was specified tor sex factor, this factor
was used to eliminate any possible unexp'ained variance from the

QO yvarability,
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No significant ditferences were found between vectors ot m:an
Scores on the basis of patte..ss of child care practice Consequently,
the first null hypothesis that there is no difference among-vectors of
mean scores on reading achievement subtests could nof be rejected,
The secand null hypothesls thal there is no difference among the
vectors of mean ratings on social development subscales, too, could
not be rejected There seems 1o be hitle influence exerted by pattern
of child care prartice on reading achievement and social
development of childran in this sample.

AN EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF

HYPNOTICALLY INDUCED SUGGESTIONS ON SELF
CONCEPT AND READING PERFORMANCE

Kok, Geonee GeraLo, En.D. The Universlty of British Columbia
(Canada), 1981. Supervisor: Dr.O. Oldridge

The purpose of this study was to investigate the extent to which
post hypnotie suggestions could bg used to improve self concept and
lo influence reading performance without instruction in reading. Self
concept and achieverngnt suggestions were compared to determine
which would have the greater effect on subjective reports of
improvement on the Debriefing Questionnaire and in scores on the
Tennessee Self Cancept Scale (TSCS) and Nelson-Denny Reading
Test (N-D) Self-esteem and othr-asteem suggestions were compared
1o determine which would have the greater effect on self concept.

Fifty-two volunteer subjects from the University of British Columbia
student population were assigned randomly to the cells of the design.
A Latin-square design was used lo administer four sets of tape.
recorded post-hypnolic suggestions designed 10 improve either self
concept or reading performance Adaplations of Hartland's Ego
Strengthening Technique were ysed Hypnotic depth was measured
during each session.

Differences among groups were compared using a regression
analysis with pre test performance, 1Q, susceptibility, hypnotic dapth,
and sex as covariates Main effecls were found for susceptibility on
the Debriefing Questionnaire, N-D, ahd TSCS. On each measure,
susceplible subjects scored higher than unsusceplible subjects. Main
effects for ranceability were found on two subtests of the Debriefing
Questionnaire and one subtest of the TSCS. On each measure,
tranceable subjects scored higher than untranceable subjects.

Post-hypnotic suggestion was found to be effective in improving
some aspects of reading achievement and selt concepl. However,
subjects were unable 1o ralate subjective reports of the benefits of
hypnosis with their actual test performance. Inability to identity
correctly areas of improvement, when actual improvement was made,
casts doubt on the usefulness of subjeclive reports of tha efficacy of
treatmentin studies using hypnosis,

Post hypnotic suggestions directed towards aitening the subject's
perception of the opinion of others were found to be more effective
than self-esteemsuggestions in altering self concept. However, the
high initial level of self-satisfaction may have confounded this result.
A changein attitude may have also reduced the effectiveness of se-
esleem suggeslions.

The study also suggested that post-hypnolic suggestions may be a
negative and frustrating experience for highly susceptible subjects
when the post-hypnotic suggestions do not meet subject
expectations. The majority of subjects apparently expected

suggestions in the area of self concept. This expectation may have
decreased the effectiveness of achievement suggestions.

EFFECT. OF NONPROMOTION ON SELF-CONCEPT AND
READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No.DAB224670

LAUGHLIN, CAROL ANN, PH O. Case Western Reserve University, 1982, -
99pp.

The putpcsz of this study v s to deternune the relationship
between reading achievement and sell-concept when companng two
hugh risk students gioups. (1) a gioup of students that had been
tegularly prumoted and (2) ¢ giuup of students that had been
relained or nonpiemoted. The study v.as deswied to find out f there
were dffeiences i the self-concept and 1eading achievement
b.tween these two groups of sludents Reading achievement was
dehied 3s1eading vocabulary and reading comprehension,

The poul of high nisk students was identified duning the regularly
seieduled Metropolitan Readiness testing done in kindergarten
classes High nisk was defined as those students that scored af or
below the 231d percentile. Two years iater, those students stll
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enrolled in regular classes, some of whom were in second grade and

,some of whom were in first grade, were tested using the California
Achievement Test and the Self Observation Scale. The reading
vocabulary and reading comprehension sections of the California
Achiavement Tests were used. The subtests of the Sell Observation -
Scate were- self acceptance, social maturity, school affiliation, and
sel security.

" Thedesign for the study was ex postfacto since retention, the
Independent variable, had occurred prior to the study. Mulliple
Regression techniques were used to perform an Analysis of Co-
variance to test the tesearch hypotheses A significant difference was
found in one of the five research hypotheses at the .05 alpha level.
This hypothesis indicated a significant positive relationship between
reading achievement and the promoted group. From this study a
positive relationship was found between reading achievement and
promoted students while there was no significant relationship evident
between self concept and either the promoted or nonpromoted high
tisk students.

THE EXTE} . AND MANNER OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
FACTORS KNOWN TO BE RELATED TO ACHIEVEMENT IN
READING AND TWO ASPECTS OF COGNITIVE STYLE
[AUDITORY AND VISUAL] Order No.DAB224538
LEBETKIN, PeveR, Pu D The University of Connecticut, 1982. 104pp

The purpose of this study was to determine possible relationships
between the dependent vanabie of achievement in reading and the
independent variables of age. sex, visual-cognitive style (attention
and pattern recognition, and memory), auditory -cognitive style
(attention and pattern recognitron, and memory).

Subjects were €2 suburban ninth graders in 1979 The Gates
MacGintie Reading Test Survey E, and subtests of the Goodman-
Fristoe Woodcock Auditory Skilis Test Battery and Detroxt Tests of
Learning Ability were administered.

Partial correlations were run between reading achievement and
the other variables when controlling for sex and age. The following
were examined (1) the strength of the relationship between reading
achievement and the other variabies, (2) the order of the vanables to
be entered inte the regression equation, (3) whether factors should
be collapsed tu form composite variables, and, (4) whether
curvilinearity was present

Step-wise multipla regression was perdformed to (1) determine the
predictive ability of sex and age. (2} evaluate which indepzndent
wariables were statist.cally significant in accaunting for vanance in
reading achievement, and (3) determine whether cognitive style of
any of its individual components would add to the prediction of
achievementin reading

Analysis indicated that the. ¢ is a statistcally sigiulicant
relationship between students' reading achievement and
(1} aggregate-cognitive style, (2) visual memory, and (3) aggregate
visual-cognitive style No statistically significant retationship was
found between reading achievement znd (1) visual attention and
pattern recogmition. (2) auditory attention and pattern recognition,

+ {3) auditory memory, and (4) aggregate auditory-cognitive style

Results seem to suggest that cogaitive styles of learning may help
suburban secondary school students to achueve in reading.

Instruction that utihzes cognitive styles., especially visual memory, to
teach reading may help the number of secondary school students
who read below potential

THE EFFECT OF TEACHER-DIRECTED PARENTAL
ASSISTANCE ON FIRST GRADE READING ACHIEVEMENY
Order No. DAB220209

Long, CarouYn Macceou, PH.D. University of South Carotina, 1982,
S8pp.

This inquiry inveetigates the impact of a teacher directed parental
assistance component on a first grade re ading program. The 62
subjects that participated in the study were entolled in a mddle class
suburban elementary school in a metropc'itan area of approximately
350,000 in the southeast The Comgrekensive Test of Basic Skills
(CTBS) was administered to the trealment and contro! groups as a pre
and postlest in order that the gains made by each group at the end of
the project year might be examined.

These data were subjected to a t test to test the first hypothesis,
namely, there is no significar * difference in the reading achievement
of children who were taught r ;ading using a teacher directed parental
assistance component and the reading achievement of children who
were taught reading without a teacher.directed parentat assistance
""G"ent. The galns, when subjected to a t test, were not
¢ l: lCnt. Therefore, the null hypothesis was supported.
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A STUDY OF VARIABLES RELATING TO THE VOLUNTARY
READING HABITS OF EIGHTH GRADERS

Order No, DAB223216
Marston, FMity Wrignt, €0 D Harvard Univessity, 1982, 228pp.

Resea'rch has repeatedly shown extent of reading to vary with age,
sex, reading sbility, and socioecononiic status {SFS) Taking these
into account, the study asked what add tional increment to the
prediction o! reading occurred with the addiion of measures of
access to print (at home and tn libranes) and measuyres of the extent
to wr_uch oyl of schoul ime 1s commutted to other activities. The
veag!ng Emel:ion variables were amount of tme reported spentin
reading books, mayazines, 2nd comic book .
school and pubilic libraries, = andfrequency of use of
) {\ questionnaire was construcled and administered to 129 students
in eight schools in an urban system. Participating schools were
se‘ﬂ_f.‘lgd to repiesent the range of population values. Student
participation was voluntary, with parental consent,

Means, medians, standard deviations, and first-order correlations
were compuled for all varables, and stepwise multiple regression
g;alysns carried out for each criterion, for the sample as a whole and

sex.

Females reporied signilicantly more time readin ooks i
males Cverall.-reading achievement and SES were%ebss povigff:;jl':an
had been anticipated, and where significant, for females only.

reading were the hours spent on daily responsibilities,

' Sludenl; reading more than predicled tended to be females, of
hlghgr r.eadmg achievement and of higher SES than the mean. '
'ronf;'ugdmg:;,larelsu:)ject 10 linluilalions appropriate to self-report data

small, voluntary sam i isti -

Cenmian descriplivg ple, using statistical procedures that are
Sevgral insights seem promising for future study. They include
further investigation of relationships between reading and other uses

of ime, qualitative analysis of what is read by various groups of
students, and process variables tending to offset conditions
unfavorable to reading,

NUTRITIONAL STATUS RELATED TO READING
ACHIEVEMENT IN A GROUP OF FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY Order No.DAB219477

Muniz, AMaoiTa ELLa RooRIGUEZ, Ep.D. Easzexas State University,
1982. 154pp. Adviser: Dr.LaVerne Rorie

Putpose of the Study The purpose of this study was to examine
the relationship of nutritional factors on reading ability. This study
was concerned with analyzing the minerals and nutrients believed to
be essential for optimal health and performance in children in
relationship to their ability.

Procedure The subjects who participated in this study were fifth-
grade students enrolled in two rural elementary schools in south
Texas A stratified natural occurring group Consisting of thirty-one
students were drawn from the two extremes of reading levels,

The Silvaroll Classroom Reading Inventory was used to determine
the instructional level for each student, The various jevels of ten
minerals in each student's hair were analyzed by the Vacuum
Induction-Coupled Argon Plasma (VICAP) method. A comprehensive
diet questionnaire elicited the food eaten by each student. An analysis
of each student's intake of vitamins, carbohydrates, protein, and fats
were calculated by computér analysis as compared to the
recommended daily allowance and based on each student's weight,
height, body structure, and age. The mineral analysis and nutritional
evaluation were used to determine the degree of correlation between
the nutritional status of each student and his achievement.

Findings The statistical procedure utilized 1o test the significance
of the null hypotheses produced the fcllowing findings: (1) There
was no significant relationship between minerals and reading level.
{2) There was no significant relationship between vitamins and
reading level. (3} There was no significant relationship vetween
carbohydrates and reading level. (4) There was no significant
relationship between protein and reading level. (5) There was no
significant relationship between fats and reading level.
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Conclusions. On the basis of the findings of this study, the
following conclusions were drawn: (1) There was no significant
relationship between minerals, nutrients and vitamins, and reading
levels. (2) There was no significant relationship between vitamins,
carbohydrates, protein and fats, and reading level (3) The findings
indicate that further research needs to be done using a larger sample
with a more critical evaluation and refinement on the data and

“instruments to be used.

RELATIONSHIP OF SCHOOL BOUNDARY CONDITIONS,
GEMEINSCHAFT CONDITIONS, AND STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT SCORES IN READING AND MATHEMATICS IN
SELECTED MILWAUKEE PUELIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
OrderNo. DAB217284

Nunticek, ALLAN LEE, Ep.D. Marquelte University, 1982 26Spp

This study focused upon the p:oblem of distinguishir g schoot
climate (Gemeinschaft) characlerjstics of selected Milwaukee public
elementary specialty and traditional schools that would have potent'a
value in predictling high educational outcomes as expressed in
standardized reading and mathematics achievement scores.

The conceptualizations of an "Alternative Gemeinschaft Mode!”
were tested within twelve elementary specially and eight traditiona!
schools by examining the relationships between School Boundary
Conditions (specal fragile goals, voluntary affiliation, selective
admissions, teacher self-sorting) and Gemetnschaft Conditions
perceived by students, teachers, and parents and by examining the
relationships between Gemeinschaft Conditions and standardized
reading and mathematics achievement scores within specialty and
traditional schools as a group.

Student, teacher, and parent perceptions of the Gemeinschaft
constructs of Comnutment, Perceived School Efiectiveness,
Organizational Jeopardy, and Sociai Cohesion were surveyed, atong
with demographic data, using questionnares adapted trom the 1878
Briish Columbia Gemesnschatt Study. Respondents included 892
students, 143 teachers, and 415 parents.

The dependent vanable data of standardized reading and
mathemaltics achievement scoresfor the sixth grade student
population were obtained from ciass Metropohitan Achievement Test
results.

The Statistical Package tor the Social Sciences (SPSS) was used
to analyze the study data, emptoying the following statistical
procedures descriptive statistics, t-tests, Pearson Product-moment
corzelations, step-wise mulliple regression, two-way analysis of
vanance (ANOVA), and Scheffe's muliple means comparnson test.

There were no signif.cant differences between speciaity and
traditional schools as a group on Total Gemeinschaft scores, on the
four major Gemeinschalt constructs, or on the dependent variable
reading and mathematics achievement scores. Total Gemeinschatt
scores were significantly reiatec to reading and mathematics
achievementin traditionai schoots, Perceived Schooi Effectiveness
was significantiy reiated to reading achievement in specraity schoois
and reading and mathematics achievement in tradiional schoots, and
Organizational Jeopardy was significa-tly related t. mathematics
achievement in traditional schools.

Analysis of the demographic dala generally supported the overall
conclusion to the study that. if the School Boundary Conditions
posited in the Alternative Gemeinschatt Mode! are operative in the
Milwaukee Public Schoc's due o desegregation policies. they do not
appear to significantly favor the elementary specialty schools

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DEMONSTRATED STORY
GRAMMAR USAGE AND BEGINNING READING SUCCESS
OrderNn. DA8220963
Roea-Funb, Aorienne BeTH, Eo.D. Boston Universily School of
Education, 1982. 171pp. Major Professor: Roselmina Indrisano

The purpose of this study was to investigate tie relationships
between reading readiness, beginning reading achievement, home
pre-reading habils and story grammar usage of first grade studepts
allending a public elementary school in an upper middle class
suburban communily. It was hypothesized that students' generation
and recall of stories would be related to reading readiness and
reading achievement. It was also hypothesized that students’ story
grammar usage would be related to home pre.reading habits as
dafcribed by parents.
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Reading readiness was measured at the beginning of grade one by
the use of the Murphy-Durrell Lelter Names Test. End of grade one
reading achievement was measured by the Melropolitan Actievement
Test in Reading. A parent questionnatre probing the child's home pre.
reading habils was sent to the subjects' parents ar the beginning of
grade one. Students were asked to generate and to recall a famihar
folk tale at the beginning and end of grade one. Students' stories were
analyzed and scored based on the Stein and Glenn continuum of
story complexity,

The data were reported and treated in several stages using
frequency lables, the Pearson R Coefficient of Correlation and
multiple regression.

The data revealed that a majority of first grade students were able
lo generate stonies that would be considered episodes. The data also
revealed iclalionsnips between aspects of story generation and both
reading readiness and reading achievement. The data also revealed
positive relationships between subjects’ receipt of magazines and
readiness, achievement and story grammar usage. Negative
relationships occuried between lelevision cartoon viewng and story
grammar usage.

Recommendaliuns tor fuither iesearch and imphcations of the
study’s findings for educational piactice were aiso offered.

" THE RELATIONSHIP OF PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT AND

ORAL READING MISCUE ASSESSMENT FOR SiXTH GRADE
GIRLS AND BOYS OrdcrNo. DAB225120
ScramiroTH, MARILYN Vine, Pr.D. Holstia Utuvessidy, 1982. 209pp.

The major purpose of this exploratory, descriptive study was to
gain insight into the relationship of personality factors and reading
perdormance Personality perspective was derived from theories of
Hans Eysenck, who noted the biological bases for the personality
continua of extraversion, emotion ality, and toughmindedness
Reading was regarded from the psycholinguistic perspective of
researchers, such as Kenneth Goodman, for whom the reading act
represented an interaclion of thought and language.

The subjects were thirty six sixth grade boys and girls f.om two
Longisland, New York, middle schools, who were identified as
extreme on the three scales of the Eysenck Personality Questionnaire
{(Junior). The subjects read selected passages fromrthe Reading
Miscue Inventory, and thew performances were recorded, coded, and
evaluated according to the criteria of the RMI Manual. In addition to
the RM! criteria for adsessment, the nature and quantities of the
miscues from both halves of the readings were examined for
emerging patterns of production. Qualitative analyses led to
tabulations based on the relaticnships of sex, personality category,
and reading performance

Selected findings re.ealed the following {1) across personality
and sex, subje.ts effectively integrated grapho phonic cues and
avoided preference for any single cue selection pattern (2) withir. sex,
Introvert girls and low anxious boys had the most dramatically wea,
retelling performance (3) withthe exception of the low anxious
category, boys tended to have higher retelling scores than girls

{4) with the exception of the toughminded category, boys tended to
produce more miscues than girls (5) across sex and personality,
subistitulivns were the most common, reversals the least common
miscue. )

The results supported the contention that there may be unique
patteins of inteiaction based upon the relationship of reading with sex
and personaldy. In thia study, those patterns appeared to be most
directly associated with comprehending rather than cueing measures
Furthermore, the interactions may be related to maturational factors
which attend the physical aud psychlugical podile of children at this
developmental stage
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A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN STRUCTURED
*» AND NONSTRUCTURED TELEVISION VIEWING AND
READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG FOURTH GRADE
STUDENTS OrderNo. DAB226873

SHaRP, JerrY ELTON, E0.D Universily of Southern Misslssippl, 1582.
97pp.

Purpose uf this study was to . estigate the ielationstup between
the criteriun va:.able, reading achieveinent of fuuith grade students i
selected Mississippi public schools, and the predictor vaiiables of
structured and nonstructured television viewing and to deteimine
whether or not this relationship s affected by the othes piedictu
variables of age, race, sex, scuioeconomic status, and time usage.
The sample utilized in the study was comprised of 2,220 students from
20 Mississippi schoo! districts. The sample was divided into two

parts ten schools in the structured television viewing sampie and ten
schools in the nonstructured television viewing sample.

The multiple linear regiession technique, utilizing multiple
correlation and analys:s of covanance, was used to test the
hypotheses of the study. Descriptive data including means and
standard deviatiuns were calculated for reading achngvement‘scmes
while looking at structured and nonstructurad television viewing, age,
race, sex, socioeconomic status, and time usage ‘

Thefollowing major conclusions were offered. (1) Asignificant
difference was established when comparing reading ach.qverpent
scores between structured and nonstructured television viewing
students (2) The 90 minute reading class of time usage was found to
improve the prediction of reading achievement. (3) A S|gmhca.nt' and
positive relationship was established between structured television
viewing and age

EXPLORATION OF VARIABLES THAT AFFECT READING
INTERESTS AND ABILITIES IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL. AN
EXPLORATORY STUDY Order No. DAB220969

SmiTH, Kart ALLen, E0.D. Boston University Schooi of Education,
1982. 108pp. Major Professor: Dr. Thomas G. Devine

This exploratory study is a review of the literature as it pertains to
television, family reading habits, outside activities, interests, and early
reading habits. These areas were used to determine what factors
atfect reading interest and ability in junior high school students The
author administered a questionnaire to 102 eighth grade students
-The questionnaire found factors that influenced a student's.interest
and ability in reading.

The students were divided into five groups according to their
percentile scores on the reading comprehens;on section of the
California Achievement Test The student responses were fed into the
computer and a statistical correlation was done on the responses
This correlation was in regard to student percentile and thew
response to the various questions asked. By using a .08 sig T, the
author identified eight factors that were considered statisticaity
significant The following areas had significant correlation to the
individual student reading comprehension The areas of signdicance
were how much leisure time a student had each week, how many
books a student owned, how leisure time is spent, whether with
friends or in sports, peer attitude towards reading, word
understanding, difficulty of reading, and whether brothers or sisters
read to younger children.

The study includes the student questionnaire and a breakdown of
all the questions. These data are important and could be the basis for
additional research. The data are included in the Appendix of the
study.

In conclusion, the author identified eight topics that have varying
degrees of influence on a student's interest and ability in reading. The
data could be helpful for other researchers and the teacher in the
classroom. With these data, the teacher could have a better
understanding ol.the influences on reading interest and ability of
Students

Q
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THE EFFECTS OF PARENT-GUIDED LANGUAGE ACTIVITIES
ON READING ACHIEVEMENT OF CHILDREN AFTER FIRST
GRADE OrderNo. DA8213188
SNEE, BetH Mussen, P.D. University of Pittsburgh, 1981. 153pp.

The purpose of this study was to determine if parent involvement
in home-based summer raading programs would have a positive
effect on first graders’ reading achisvement and attitudes toward
reading by the time they began second grade. The population for the
study was 188 first graders enrolied in a small city, consolidated
school. There was a total of forly-eight chikdren whose parents
consented to participate in the study and who were assigned to one of
two treatment groups in & random manner, stratified in terms of age
and sex. Twenty-two nonparticipating children were randomly
assigned to the control group.

The parents of the students in the Oral Reading grou
children approximately twenty minutes each day, ?vr?nle trgor:ea%lt?r:eheh
students in the Language activities group helped therr children with
specified activities Control children received no treatment,

The Gates MacGinitie Reading Tests, Lavel A,Form 1, and Level

by tggsstabulation of frequencies. :
mprehension was significantly increased when
{ | L arents re
their children, 1_'he Oral Reading group gained an ave,rpage ﬂvern'oaodnttgs
In comprehension compared to an average two me,iths gain by the

onth gain by the

MIXED DOMINANCE AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE ,
LEARNING PROCESS WITH REFERENCE TO READING - l

OrderNo. DA8218107
TaN, ELABETH YONG Lin, Eo.D. Sealtle University, 1982. 157pp. 4
Supervisor: Constance Carter Cooper

This study whichis library-based, was an extensive review of the
research and related literature in the fields of neurology, psychology
and education concerning the relationship between mixed dominance
and specific reading disabilities. For more than half a century, this
problem has been of greatinterest to researchers. The study reports
rese_arch concerning the structure and function of the brain
hemispheres, the role of cereb.al dominance, lateral disorders and
!he ;_)her"nomenon of mixed dominance and reading disability and the
implications of this rescarch {or instructional methodology and
curriculum reform,

) The findings of the sludy are that mixed dominance does have an
Impact on the reading process and the author presents a number of
recommendations for early prevention and remediation of the specific

reading disability which appear to be associated with mixed
dominance.
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF READING .ACHIEVEMENT AND THE
SELF-CONCEPT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEE STUDENTS -
OrderNo. DAB225299 @

THAL, NGoc-Mai THI, PH.D. The Florida State University, 1982. 64pp
Major Professor: Edwin H. Smith

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the
relationship belween the reading achievement and the selt-concept of
Vietnamese refugee sludents in the intermeadiate grades Other
purposes are revealed in the research questions that follow: (1) What
is the relationship between the reading scores and the salf-concept
scores of inlermediate grade Vietnamese refugee students? (2 Is
there a significant difference between the reading scores of
intermediate grade Vietnamese boys and girls? (2) Whatis the effect
of time in the United States on the reading scores of Vielnamese
intermediate grade students? (4) Is there a signiticant difference
between the self-concept scores of intermediate grade Vietnamese
boys and girls? (5) s there a significant relationship between the self-
concep! scores of intermediate grade Viethamese students and the
number of months they have lived in the United States?

The .05 alpha level of significance was used as the criterion for the
rejection of the five hypotheses The students’ reading test scores
were measured by the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills. The self-
concepl scores were measured by the Piers-Harris Children's Sell-
Concept Scale.

The population for this study consisted of 60 fourth, 60 fifth, and *
60 sixth grade students in six schools in Orange County, Southern
California.

The data were analyzed using the Pearson Product-Moment
Correlation Cocelficient, partial correlation, analysis of variance, and -
lests ‘

The findings imply that as the reading ability in English of
Vielnamese students increases the self-concept improves. Also, the
number of months that Vietnamese students have lived in the United
States affects their reading ability. No sex ditferences were found. The
length of time in the United States had no effect on self-concept
scores.

ERIC 17




