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TLEACH NG l:’OJ!.J.’l‘ICAL SCILNCE IN A TURKISH UNIVERSITY:
THE EXPERIENCE OF A FULBRIGHT LECTURER

3

Introduction

In ‘early September 1978, L.ar{i\;ed:’in Ankara, Turkey w:.thmy wife and
t;yo children to take up my position as a S'enior’Fulbr'i_ght‘Lecturer in ‘

_ Intermational Relations at ‘the Ihiddle East Technical University (METU).
Already'daze‘d by our long air journey from the United States{ we for-—'
tunately were met at the airport b;f the Executi"\’/':e Director oé the * |
Fulhright Commission in"'I‘urkey.. He dtﬁck}y oledred us through the hassle
of customs and whisked us off to our prearranged, fﬁmished apartment » &

_ As soon as this well—meanlng Tu.rklsh gentleman left, ever, we were
plunged into the ’gloom of deep cultural shock. Everythirg se so dif-
f/fe.rent and strange. We could not read the signs; ' nobody” SEared to speak -
English; we. had no frlerxis, and the food made us ill - - never "sick" '

for this proved to be an extremely vulgar Turkish term. As @ result T

~
"s

n‘ay neve}' acain be able to use this corrmon Engllsh word w1thout a certam -

amount’ @f hes1tancy - I .

]
.

In“time I gradually overcéxme oy depressmn, although my wife never
did. (Due also to the endemic ang proliferating polltlcal and sectarian
’v1olence, she and our two chlldren returnéd to the United States smrt.]iy
before Christmas.) As I look back upon my partlally successful social-
ization into ms'forelgn culture, T be:l’.lev_e two things helped me in
parti'c‘ular: (1) learning same of-the rudiments 9f the Turkish langu:age,

’ ! )
and (2) keeping busy.

I studied Turkish along with a few other foreigners ( a éwede, Dane,

. ’

~




Swiss, Egyptian, Libyan, and Japanese) at a place called “the Turkish=

American Association. This proved to be an organization financed by

the'Interr}ational Comminications Agency, an affiliate of the/U.S. State

b . . . ..

Department. The TAA, as I referred to it, possessed a

but vexy

A cultura,l programs such as novies, plays, lectures, _art exlju.blts. ) o o

Jts main role, however, seemed to be that of a school where _hundr@s—'

’

of 'I‘urks oould struggle to learn a llttle ﬁngllsh Some did but?ﬁbst,

¢ 2 Prep—_

like I, fell v1ct1m to the fact that Turklsh is essentlally spoken '

[ '

—  backwards comgared to English. As an aglutinated language, idea‘s are
formed by~ takmg a root word ahd then addmg suffixes to it. Further-
more, since ?urklsh is not an Indo-European language, the student £irds

. that he cannot even recognize any cognates. Still, I learned, endugh to

. ’ -

read scme signs, find my way, and mouth the social expressions for "please," - )
) . W \
"thank you," "excuse me," etc. In addition, my Swedish classméte eventually
) ' (. i
became a close friend. F
]

‘On account orf the oontinuing’ \,;iolence and generally unsettled condi-

tions prevalent in Turkey at that time - - a situation due.‘la.r'gely' to the

economic ma‘.laise in,creasingly- gripéir‘mg the cotm’try - - my university did

not open until the middle of October It ptoved eésy to keep busy, hov&e'ver,
. becausa there was so much that had to be done just to survive. I quickl; ’ N
learned firsthand what the textbooks meant wheh they stated that a hall- ‘
mark of a developing country is the need to spend many hours a day ac-
camplishing “the lJ:ttle necessities of lifé which in a more developed ' f .
society can be done so much quicker.

- " There were, for example, names, over the entrances notwithstanding,

R no supermarkets jn Ankara. One bought meat at a butcher shop, vegetables Co.
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N from a green shop or the omipresent hawkers who constantly seemed to

£ill the air with calls advertising their wares, daily bread from a

srall bakkal or neighborhood store, drinking water from the water man,

anrd so‘on. Since preservatives were not used, canned foods infrequently

fotpdfaﬁd ot very appetizing when, and frozen foods non-existent, shop-

ping for enough food became a daily, affair.

‘ ' Due to the fucl shot tage caused by the deterloratmg economic s1t—
© uwation, hot water and heat :m the winter were avallable only on a hap—

.

hazara basis. Durlng the week from 9-11 A.M., mreover, the electricity

LR

K _ sinply went "yok," an ubiquitous Turkish word used for all kirds of
.~ 4
'+ situationms to mean “no," "there is (are) none," "get out," "it does

not work," etc. B‘y the end of my stay in Turkey, I had' seen so many
things go yok, that the word itself alrost becarn® a joke.
¢ fre - %hortly after I-irived, for example, the world famous Turkish
coffee suddenly disappeared from the local econo;'ny because it was ene
- - of the few commodities Tutkey could export to obtain badly needed harc"1
foreign c.:u.rrency Invethbrate coffee drinkers, Turks \-vefei forced to turn
" to what was for them a tasteless instant brand obtainéd illegally, but
. easily, from Cypru% In a fasc;:.natmg examp‘le of cornering the market,
"\Iescate" soon became the Turklsh word for J_nstant coffee. Durmg a trip
- to Egypt in.the Spring, I can recall J_rom.cally searching the bazaars of
Eairo with a Turk.for r"urkish cotfee to take back to Turkey.
¢ The m:perlal power “in the Arab world into the twentieth dentury,
'"Turkey now seemed to bg sllppmg behind her erstwhile dependents Indeed,
I was astonlshed at how many, more consumer 1tems were available in war-
torn Belrut anc‘i even desperately poor, Cairo compared to Turkey. All the
. nore, when I travelled to "dlrty little Greece, why would you want to go

‘. ¢
there?" ag Turkish friends put it, I wasiabsolutely stunned at the dif-

ot - 5 . \
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ference. No wonder Greece has since become a full-fledged member of the &

R
European Econcmic Community, whlle Turkey's admission even mi the twenty—'

Jfirst century seews optnmlstlc. )
- This economic morass was something new, however. For several decades
previously, modexn and secular Turkey, built from the ashes of the ru_ned
Ottoman Emm_re at the end of World War I, had see:*‘ed to be one of the few -
third-world states genuinely taklng off economcally. Tu.rkey S progress
before the oil crisis began in the early_ 1970s was founded largely on the
'accorrpl.islfmerrtsef- one of the truly heroic figures in history, Mustafa - ‘
I\erral Ataturk. Alone” among ’I‘urkish'leaders"in werld War I, this man was
not tainted by military defeat, having ;cepﬁ_'_L‘sed the Allies at Gallipoli
in 1915. Then when the Allies sought to dismerrber'_Turkey cartg;ietely
‘at the end of the War, Ataturk refused to submit. Eventually, he drove
-the invading Greeks back into the sea, thus winning what is now ‘called ’ |
"Turkey's War‘ of Independerice." , / - N
A Detenn_med ko brmg the backward Turks into the Western world,

Ataturk next proceeded to abO.Llsh both the Sulean:x\_e and Caliphate, and

estab 'shed a secular republic based on Western legal concepts. He also ,

"

. -1
ladhched a-host of reforms such as introducing the Latin alphabet (with

™

the result that Turks today cannot read their pre-1928 literature written . >
in Arabic script), abolishing the fez and introducing the hat™ (an act,
symoolizing the éscendancy of modern, secular values over reactionary, . -

theocratic ones), decreeing equa'l‘rights for women, ‘and ordering a people *

»

who befoz,e had carried only “first names, now also to assume swrmames in .

the Western fashion. Today, more than forty yearé after his death, this o

’

great man is still honored throughout Turkey, his cmnipresent portralt

-

or bust greeting one in every city, town, hamlet, or even building entered.’
7 .

.




The tranéitory fame of most of the other twentieth century leaders around
: . . . 14

‘-the world stards in stark contrast. :

Yet despite Ataturk's accomplishments, Turkey has bgcome no more than

a halfway house between the 0ld ard the new. Modernization has proved to

v

.be an infinitely more difficult and gradual process than originally en-

visaged. Throughout my stay there, for example, Turks told me they were

s
Wwesternized. But to me, at least, it seeme:l ‘that beneath their thin ve-

neer of nodernlty, there lay still v:.brmt the essente of Tu.rkey s ancient
L 4

culture. Ataturk. had to;d the Turks to assume surnames - - and they had.
Fifty years later, however, they still do not have the idea as we in the

West do. T cannot count the mny times I was introduced, even at my

university, as "Mr." or "Professor Michael." Turks may now formally have
surnames, but they know each other by. their first names much more so than

we in the West do. The old ways remain 'strong.

. In addition, ﬂeve’n at the risk of appearing off color, I must mention

~

the xtoxlets. Here is one ‘of the first cultural shocks the Westerner re-

ceives. A'Tarkish or Eastern toilet is simply a hole in the floor nearby

to whiéh ruris a trickle of water. Toilet paper is seldom to be h‘ad Only'

in a small mJ.norJ.ty of Westernized establlsme.nts will the v1s1tor find a
' LN
-fmqqt;.onal coande as he or she knows this convenience. . .

)

.
4

‘o "The University

My university itself proved to be an excellent example of this am-

& .
bivalence between the old and the new. Unigue in Turkey, METU was
specifically modelled after the American university. This meant it
lacked the rigid, formality of the European institutions, and sought

to cultivate the more relaxed atmosphere we take ‘for' granted in the

4 * N ( ’
/7 * ' .




United States. Young Ph.D.s, who had just joined the faculty, were al-
lowed to teach their own courses amd part%ke in departmental and university-~
wide decision making, just as much as their more senior colleagues. Class

N I3 . . + J) m\ i

" sizes were smaller and student-instructor relationships less. formal. Un—

like the other/ TurKish ufli"\'/ersities,' ost instﬂ':dctors at METU did not over'lw‘

]

) - /
\»‘ €

wear ties. For a wuntry that often seemed tco stlff on protocol, this-
lack of for}ral attire pro\vm’l Dleasing indeed ‘

The similarities with its Z\morlcan co*ahterpcxt went further Since
METU was established in 1956 to provide higher education to students,
thrdoug‘rbutl the H.iddle East,‘ as its name - jimplied, English was the ofi;icial
'lemguage of instruction. The university' s catalog was'~1n I:n{g1 ish*and eveir
the class noster sheets upon wnlch I entered my final grades Jooked prac-
tically like carbon copies of thelr opposite numbet in the States. Indeed
MCTU used a gra(dmg system based on the same four-point scale of A, B, C D,
or F I was fofmlllar with in Amerlca. Bookd, of cou.rse, were supposed to be
in ECnglish, a\)d the names of the courses in the Dep:zrtment of Political SCJ.ence

+ were in many cases identigal to what was available in the typical American
university. The superficial visiéor night hardly I}cnow he was in Anatolia!

Beneath the surface, however, lay a very dif'f@rent substance. For .
example, although in th'eory the official }ancj;uage, English had ot really
been mastered by many of the studonts Indeec"i, a sizeable minority of ,
even my students spoke v1rtuallv no Engllsh at aIl whlle only occasionally -
did I meet a student whom I could honestly descrn,be as fluent in the
language. The result was as might l;e q@mtéd: In reality, no’st of the
Turkish professors wnduct':ed their courses #n Turkish and”also employed ¢
textbooks in that language- This, of course, caused chfflcultles for the

.,

approximately ten per ccnt of ‘the students wm were. not Turkish. '

- ’ d
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Throughout my stay, I struggled to find the vocabul that was -
sirple encugh. to be understocd in my lectures, but still ophisticated

‘enroush so that ‘I'might‘ be able to sa?something meariingf . Repetition

1 ‘xr

of p‘m.ses and the ability to speak slowly and dlstlr‘ctly also proved

valuable assets Through conscn.%us effort, I probably reached rrore )
. .. . \ @ N
_stut.ents }‘thjact I otherwise would have. y . ‘

. I1lustrativeé of the language problem was my Chairman's Droposlal

. that I give éne of my final j,exam;matlons in 'mrklsh to tho e who pre-

fc.rred this option. lnterestmgly enough I was told that ome of my

- ; . . .

: s‘tudentslwho could not use. ‘spoken English very wel®, nevertheless, pre-

ferr"ed to write the# eiaminations in that language because it was in -
. Engiish that they had learned to perform academically. Despite these : .

- instancé$ of linguistic sohizophrenia, I declined the offer on the o ' \

. ©  grounds that to give the examination in a language I could not eveh read,

A}
o«

write, or speak would cause me to lose control of the lass. Certainly,
\ - ed the students knew when they signed up for my class, what the

a medium of instruction would be. Probably, I also felt,| thos€ who v,ould

fail my class would be able to make it up later in Turkish anyway.

s The politicization of the students and associated v1olence repre—

sented another marked contrast to, oontemporary Anlerica Indeod,ﬁ’because

v of the violence, METU Had been closed almost as much it haci been opened

n.n recent years. Seldom did a wee& go by w:.thoutoa new, ruor of another

mtpendmg closing sweepiag the campus. Classes were offen cancelled at

the last moment to protest this or that, and I recei%d ‘the distinct,
- . o/

impression that 3t my 1a1:ge,1y Marxist uruvers ity (IVIL‘I‘U w;s notorious ,

f — . N

throughont Turkey as a leftist or Marxist bastion both foz: students

and faculty) the student leaders and their organization were as powerful

. ) f




as the University's-administration. B

-~

Above both, however, stood the gendarm ri“e (a r‘}ational_pcflice force

A3

in regular arty-type uniforms) .who literally occupied the canpus,w

. all who entered and often even left. This Tould prove time consuming since
. \ . -7 !
the campus was located outside™Ankara and thus had to be reached by free,
but very crowded buses which' ran approximately on the half hour from a’ §av

central points within the city. When the bus. re¢ached the canmpus, :its oc-
cupants ‘%nvariably had to fil\e out and be searched. ‘The latter, howe-:,-ér/ ‘
occurred only for the males. Females were'not frisked, leaving an obvicuS ‘
locrphole for any 'yould—be terrorist seeking to smuggle some weapon or other
. type of ‘contrabard onto the campus | o B o ’ -
" When I pcinted 'this out and suggested that,there shox-ild be female ‘ -
.\ " gendarmes to search the women, my students had a good laugh. Desiaite ) .
Ata*ur}: s atte:nzm_ to w%stermze, women defz_rl,ltély had not achieved a;ly— 4
- tlru_nc' nec.r to a level of ex;uallty w1th thelr male counterparts This'was
a fact I saw evidenced again.and again: in the alljﬁvale coffee houses, the .
[ N way wives i’OLlowed after their husbands mstead of walkmg be51de, them,
the sharp manner women had to talk to men morder nottoseemtobem— .
viting their attentions, etc. "Respect for the beard" is dying hard in

’

Turkey.

.

Once my lecture was simply ended at midpoint by twp student leaders who

- -

entered the classroom and began to haxangue my class. Grasping the’ situation,
I slipped silently out the door. My colleagues told me that this was the

. . P . N , .

way it was, and that next timé I. should simply take up where I had left off
’ N [ /
- 4

! without alluding to what had happened. Someone then bought me a cup of tea

to soothe my ruffled feelings.
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.-/ On the-day.the Eqyptian-Tsraeli Peace Treaty was signed in 1979, the

UE Ig'abassy sent a'message advising me not o g to the campus .that day.
A\ ] ‘_Q ’
Tt was one of the few trmes I evet heard from any of the numenous,, but

)

largely aloof Anerican officialdom in Ankara. After contactmg one of my,

Y

" Tul}\J_sh colleagues, I decrded to ignore thée Amerlcan warning., I sufféf:ed
]
nothlng from my decision .as it proved to be busmess (comusron”) ias usual

+*

at METU.
- - . ¢
lv

Acttally the confusron started the very first day I saw my university.

At o

The Fulbright Lectureship for th.ch I had applled and been accepted specr—-
. fically lksted the four .courses I was expected to. teach Inte.rnat,lonal

T Relatiorg I, Internatlonal Relatlons IT, Internatlonal Organlzat:.on, and -

R 4

a éradu Seminax on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes. It was for
+ these subjects, therefore, that I specrflcally prepared myself. Now that

I had ar'rlved at METIU, however, none was to be offered durlncr the first* R

-

* >
se_ves-ter. Instead, I was given my choice of such llStlB]S as Turkish Public

) , »

oL Z\c’:znini'stratidn, Turkish,local goveynment, .or’ the Economics of Developing
Areas, none of which was I qualified to teach
" I had told myself to be ready for the une.xpected, but thlS seemed to be
even more than ‘that. It struck at the very deflnltlon of what I thought I
was in Turkey to do.” Later, however, learned that such ocourse 'oonl_usmn
was standard fare for Fulbrighters. My reoonnuendation for future 'Lec’:turers'
.is to contact the specrflc department they will be teaching in for details,
rather than “to go by the course listing given to them by the host oo:_}ry s
wel’l—meam_ng, but not always fully informed Fulbright Commission.. .
Luckily, ‘my Turkish oolleagues proved understanding and helpful. They
screated a new course - - which ap%arently they had beert considering/anyway - *
) ‘ comparincj' American,'British, and Soviet governments. - Since I had given courses

’ . - . . . -
. . -\‘C I“' [ 4
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covering this vexry material back in the States,. I knew I could handle the -

/ . o oo .
assignment. Unfortunately, wever, my ‘notes were stored on the other
- ’ - .

side of the world. Imnedlately, I sent out an ST 0. S. message to my 2 .

‘Chairman, and eventually they arrlved :Lntact in the.mean’tme, ‘however,
¢ »

+ I painstakingly had to reconstruct from rremry and some books I obtained
from the TAM leraxy and my colleagues, the lectires I was to dellver.
Again my Turkish oolleagues -provexi understanding, The normal faculty

tec.chmg load at ”T“'I'U*was only ‘mo, three—hour courses which, 1nc;1c.ertc.11y,

A

- was exactly half my-1dad in the United States! leen my preparatlon pro—
blem, however, I vas assigned only this one' course on Compaxative Govern-

ment; A teachihg load ot three hours per week _was.ce'rEainly ot sometihring

\

one should or even could complain_about! -

The first time I meb [%ly irty-four, fourth year (senior) students, I B

’

“learned that mw we would decide upon what times we would meet, the previously
publ ished sehedule of classes noW1;chstandmg. The student leaders had theJ.r

ideas about this, and since I was not exactly over burdened with specific

. time demands, I was amenable. We settled on a two-hour session for Monday .

7

" and a one—hour one for Tuesday. ' .

’

% .
Next came the pro)élem of textbooks Since my course’ had been planned
SO 1ate in the day, I was told there\muld not be enough tire to order any

L . * from abroad. Later I discover / that even.if there had been such time, the

books still would be yok because of the hard currehcy p_rohlerms. In a nutshell,
- : - . ‘

.

Turkey did not have the money tx) order foreign bboks. Trom the METU and TAA

. . Libraries, as vell as my oolleagues, therefore, I procesded to obta:.n a. few

dated texts on Ameritan, Brltlsh and’ Sov1et government. These I put on re—‘ .
|
serve at the university's 1ibrqry, ‘and my problem was solved. B . ‘
|
|

-«

f
Further legerdemain in this area was necessary during the second semester.
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Wne.n I taught. two courses for whlch I spec1fically had oome to 'I‘urkey

Intematlonal Relatlons ‘to seventy—two students (the normal maximm was®

-
o

<.
@orty, but to meet as many 'Iurhsh stucfents as posslble I threw open the °

gates') and ‘se‘\?en graduate stuc.ents in a Seminar on the the Pegcefud Settle—-

ment ot Dlsputes The Unlted Nations Information Center in Ankara “proved

*

. us‘efu:l fo wq\t{_er course because 1t dlst,_lbuted for Ff:ee, as part of

its funcéilon,” numerous Pamohlets and booklcts wncernmg the UN in ceneral
.o . N

settlene partlcular My grac.tate students were mostly

LS )

" merntbers of tRe-Turkish foreign mlm.stry (although one was the French

¥ .

~cultural. attache) and!thus ¥poke good Enghsh For the most"oart they

k]

proved eager to mvestlgate the holdings of. the U. N. Center Surpri-
singiiz,'however, rﬁne of them appeared to be aware of its existence in

their mldst until I a forelgner, had called n.t to their attentlon

S

~ Z\lthough I presume the U. N. had, attexmted’, to publicize its Center's .

existence, the message,, has apparently not been rccelved*— Whv, I cannot

rd

with any certitude say, but, at the risk of .mssmg the mark gr1ev1ously,

I rmght speculate about the enervatmg ennii pemeatmg th.u‘d—mrld countrles

loclfed into an'increasmgg/deq@g, VJ.olence spawm.ng, economlc malalse

* that clscourages all but the most baslc type of dally survi,val aCthJ:tleS

Wnen the temperature in one's apart:nent drops below freez:.ng day after day,

?

there is no warm water with th.ch to ﬁor shave, the electricity goes

off regularly and irregularly too, and classes 'afe‘constantly cancelled
or .j:nterrupted to protest)the lgountry's situa)tion - - all hut the most
intrepid_scholar would be discouraged’f Normal academic activity would -
seem to be a luxury in which only the relatively rich and vell-off ean”

[V}

indulge regularly. ' ‘.
- \ .
Indeed, even when the physical cbnditions were tolerable the slothful
’ / . . . -

X

’ ~
~ ’ NN

.
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habits engendered by the unsettled oorxditions still seemed to Operé;te,
.A personal experlerce will illustrate the gomt LAt the start of the ﬁ Py
seoor\d semester, I ‘had announced both orally and on my written, syllabus
“the date oz the mdterm exammatiorr in the Intemabional Relationspﬁﬁ}u?se
I was giving. It was here inc1dentelly I learned that the currercy pro—
blems prevented the importation of foreign textbooks.  After t:cying -
arious expedients,’ I finally deCided to ¢o via the lecture pute only
because c.here was no way seventy-twe students could a,ll share one text \
on resérve in the libréry g
Everything then seemed to move along smooduly Thirty—y"wo students
beyond the: cutot‘ point of forty had Sicned up to hear what the "Imperialist, "
as T was half affectionately, half critically.referred to by my- mostly .
Marxist students, had to say about world politics. Although at times their )
z'\lzmvif:fn grevented them from fully .trusting or accepting my remarks, by the
,tzme of the mioterm exazmnation I seemingly had hit my optimum stride and
appeared to be communicating to many and even fascinating some. Thei.r
dexearor while listening to me lecture, and the questiOns and cormments they

came up With both in and after class all indicated this. These were Wy

halycon days at MEIU, so I was pleased with myself and even becoming some-

s what ococky ‘ ' )

oh, how I was shot down! Less than one-half hour before . the midterm .
examination, a delcgation of maybe ten students suddenly entered my orfice NN
to anngunce that due to the arrest of some other students by the gendarmes
the preVious day, my class was ot prepared "psychologically" to take the

e.<anu.nation Several then elaborated upon their reluctance. One told me

there vas a cross country race that ‘day they wished to attend. In addition,

acded arother, they only had received my notes the previous day. (The stu-
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dents who understood English best had drawn up and distributed mmcographed

L S . N ¢ -
] .

copies of my notes )

.
»

- I thou«,h:I selled a rat. These students were Just ,goldbrlckmg, “The

o
long, unsettled and irregular academlc condltlons had sapped em of their
R ) \sense of ataderu.c duty and schedule They simply had’ been az‘v to .
prepare "or the ex‘ammatlon and now were grasomg at anythmg for an excuse.
On the other h...nd I t.hought to myself « this was +their culture, not rnlher ) |
. . © Maybe "whe; in Rome I should do _as the Romars c’o " Accorgh.ngly, Itold ' .

[ " the student delegation I would confer»wlth my coileagues. I spore w:Lth
four of them, mcludmg ‘the Chairman and his Assistant. They all advised L
me 1o give the examlnatlon even pointing out that two other professors in '
the department already had done so,that very day. Resolved I then re-
‘tu_rned to the student delegation and wnrrm’nigated my dec1sron to -proceed‘
as originally scheduled. o _. L

Then began the examination to Wthh nobody would come. Alone I sat \
in & large lecture hall, while outside, the student leaders haggled with 4
two or three Turkish professors who had been sent to help me as proctors:

\ Periodically, I was appraised of the state of the negotiations. F'inaliy, )

after almost an hour of this, all seventy-two students .quietly‘and politely

e,ntered the room and quickly took their seats. My colleagues'told me to

make no comments eoncerning what had just occurred, but simply proceed with -

the administering of the examination. As soon as the- materials had been

passed out and explamed however, twenty-six students arose and handed

in blank test booklets as they left. The remaining forty-six took the

examination. Later I was told this shom.zedlonly a minority had OppOSGd

taking it. These "radicals," however, were able to disrupt the schedule

~

without any effective sanctions.



; / My prev;Lously announced {ollcy, had been to glve an automauc g

to anyone who m.}ssed the exanunatlon w1thout a 1egltmatea excuse.  The
y L
deoartment ostenslbly backed me on thik 1ssue, but prlvately advised me

to relent _ Given the general unsettledness then prevalent in my unlverslty,

I was prone to acéept their advice, amd so, after mulllng the matter over

for a few days to, ,among other thm ; ‘make my delmauent stuc:epts parder

-~

: Lhelr u ture cJ.".‘Cl not be appeased . m'med.ately, as I beligve they thr‘tg’nt

cney would, *I f:m.ally unnounced 1 would give a xmke—up exanuna,tlon to
the twentylsu, but 'lower their grade on 1t one—half }1 letter nd;er
“the c:.rcv:z’stances, I think I handled myself mth reasonable brincipte, - - .

-3

.yet ranifested empathy and campassion too. Nobody mlssed ‘the make—up,

altrough one month after i) retur‘ned"to the United' States, I received . .

A
‘4;}, - I [

. ~ia air mail a half dozen or so maike—up examlnatlons to grade from students.

wm had be.,n in the mart::al law prisons for various offenses and,thus had

missed my llnal \ L o g -

Faculty pronotion. - - Arother definite difference’I observed bstween .
& ’ . . ! : : ' ‘ .

Turkish and American universities was the procedure for pro_motion of N

, ' faculty: It was eyceedlngly more difficult th:m in the_ United States. R
v €,
There” xvere twe:nty faculty membe.rs in my department and Wactlca.ly all.‘

N +

of them had ‘doctorates, rrostly from prestJ.gJ.ous Amerlcan umver‘SJ.tJ.es Yet
in the entire department there was only one person whose rank was hlgher
than that of an Assistant Professor. ‘This was because oné had to er.te

anothe.r dlssertatlon, as well as pass a sérles of oomprehensz.ve examJ.natJ.ons

3

oorrparable to the Amerlcan Ph.D. "prellms,'[ be§ore wmnmg a promotion to-

the Associate or, as it was te.rmed in Turkey," Docent"” level. I‘ull Pro—

fessor required the same rigorous procegdure once again. No wonder those

... few entitled toit, insisted on being referred to as "Prqfessor Dr." . -
ST SRS o :

-
& < . ’




N B

or "Docent Dr." . . ‘

'

pther Observations
= ;

. , I3 ! ~ - e *
Business practices. -~ During Ottoman times, the Turks lcoked down upon *

~

business activities as being rathér un-dignifi.ed largély relegating their
purstit to the Greeks, Armenlans-, and Jews When these minorities basl-
.cally were eliminated durlng and afker horld Waxr I, thererore,éthe Turks

suddenly had to plunge into the void»thus cxeated. Sixty years later this.g i
. ¥

‘raditional gap in i:hen_r culture still has not been adequately brldged ?‘
‘F.ere then 'proved another st.rn.kmg ;wntrast to Amerlca. . ’ - = .
To me at least, Turks seer‘ed to lack gooa -busmess senfé. Trte, ) :
o they- vorked much longer hours than Ane.rlcans, but often they did mot . ° i *,

-

apoear to acoompllsh much In any “business establlshment one entered,

mt mvarlably seemed that numerous employees smply sat ox stooa around

o~

doing little, or noth‘ing. in ad,dltlon, ‘what was being done frequ_e.ntly

-

A v
kS

seemed SO merfJ.CJ_ent. . _ e
‘o '., A smrple ¢ashing of a pay check at one of the ever sO nuRerous b;nks
mvolved flve to ten clerks and could often take ten to twenty minutes .
from start to .LlDlSh In the United States, theé same act ¢ould be acoom-
pllshed by ono person in less than thirty seoonds. It seemed obvious to.
«me that there was a need to delegate moxe aut}'x:>r:LtyA but apparently the
'Durks felt their procedure was necessary to prevent m;Lstakes or possible -,
embezzlement Furthermore, I was mformed, 1,t also helped to alleviate |
the rate of unemployment which hovered around the forty per cent level.
Unfortunately, it did nothlng to lower the runaway, trlple dlglt mflatlon
that was sappmg the 'I‘urkJ.sh morale and helping to fuel the v1olence

~

The rltual,, followed when one sought to purchase a reasonably expensive

}—d
~4




item, however, was particularly charming. Bargaifning was still a must;
anyone who paid the first price quoted for something, such as the ex-
quisitely v.ove,n_'l‘urkish rugs, was simply a fool. While the polite hélq-“w

gling proc\eeded, the merchant sent for refreshments - - tea, a soft drink,

.

or possibly a more exotic brew sucl';‘as ayrah, a tangy”beverage made £rom
yosure. ) \ . .

1f the prospective customer preferred, he likely would be permitted |,
to take thewitem home on a trial basis. Trust, so lacking in suth mattewrs

in the West, seemed implicit her@.' I can recall “borrowing“'at 1e§{st two

Yol -wmpw valuable jtews in this manner: a hand-woven rug and a Hellenistic

T e —

coin of pure silver. .
Pelevision. - - Television was just making its initial inroads while I was

in Turkey. Every evening for some. £ive hours, those who, had one, eagerly

_ wetc'xeo the single channel maklnq/ its limited broadcast. (Sunddy was spec1a1-

4

programniné was gavailablt—% Eiuring the afternoon too.) Many productions we_re
American reruns ("Love Boat" was espeoi?lly ‘popular) io'qt since ‘they -wg:re all
dul?bed m 'I‘urki\sh, I did ’not—watch them. Instead, I often }isten_ed o short-
wave radio brt;adcasts -of BBC. : t h

‘I was told that Turklsh 11fes£yles were being dramaticalls v altered as
a result of this new natipnal pastime. Hours formally employed for VJ.s:LtJ_nq
relatives and friends, no 1ongér were available. Turkish conceptions of(

e _ ] .
proper behavior and attire were also being altered due to the new models

presented by the Western programming. One can only speculate what the ul-

. . V4
timate result of all this will be.

smeg. - - Durlng the winter months,. Ankara was enqulfed by a horxible smog
caused 1arge1y by the burnmg of low-qradc coal and the fact that the 1ty

was e.ltnated in a hollow which dld ot permlt much alr circulation. I never
4 , :

\

L




v

17 ) \ .
{

had w&nessed anything like it: At times it was not possible to see to the

, next block! s

The first time the srrog dessended I became 111 with flu-like symptoms
of wea}mess M sudden "1llness“ was partlcularly upsettmg since that -
évkend I was pooked to take a four-day trJ.p to anCJ_ent Hlerapolls, Ephests,
and Aphrodiasias. (Turkey is a veritable archeolofical warehouse, 'storing

the remnancs of.Hittite, Trbjan, Phrygian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and

. Turkish civilizations.® Indeed, METU claimed to be the only university in
. s o

. ]
the world housing a museum ntaining ancient artifacts excavated from the

_campus ltse.L.L —Ardt g truly Dipressive Tuseum .i:" wWas+)

-4,

L
o

Knowmg I would regret it, I, nevertheless, determmed to proceed with
my trip smce it was an opportunlt%/I mght never 'again have. To my aston-

1shr\ent,' however, the "flu" symptons, far from being aggravated dlsappeared

as the long bus journey to the ruins proceeded. By the time I reached R

. Hiérapolis . (modern Pamukkale, or literally "cotton fortress" for the unique,

" vhite stalaE;tites formed by the mineral-rich, hot wéter cascading down the

‘mountain sidef I had recovered enougn- to plunge into the warm water pools
and enjoy a»fswm anong the Greek and Roman rmns It only then “dawned upon

re that my “'flu" symptorns probably were the result of breathmg the srmg

The permaaznt haym such mhalatlon can do over a period o’f years can only

. ' . -

" be left to conjecture. Such speculation need not be entirely academic, r:

however, given the winter haze from wood and coal burning beginning to settle

over some American neighborhoods‘now as we begin to struggle with our own_
, \ .- . R " '
energy crisis. ) o

L4
~

' Boredom -~ = Althcugh Turks were among ‘the friendliest people T ever have”

' net (once a total st.ranger in Istanbul walked with me/some three blocks

to the proper bus stop and thenproceeded to pay my fare! ) my. work and the

-
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hthings I needed'.to d to survive time consuning, and the vestiges of the . v

»*

-

. e iqa v - . . .
nurerous ancient civilizations so available for J.nspectlon - - T often

felt lonely and bored. Compared to a developed, western ocountry, there was
prec10us little left to do once the daily routines had been mastered or at
least appeased ’ . -,

Desbite few noteworthy exceptlons, the cultural and llngulstlc bar-
riers barred spyntaneous, 1nformal socializing with the Turks Alt?hough 1
vhiled away the hours byt writing numerous letters at first, in tgme I began

to los® the desire to do even this, putting it off with one excuse or.another.

" was the row and that was in Turkey.

) al}most cynical laughter in the e¥ening.

The United States seemed soO far away not orly 1n dlst:ance, Putalso .Lu
reality, that-even close relationships pacK there seemed to lose their |

meaning and mtportance. It was a strange feellng, but one wh;ch others

too told me they have experienced. It was as if my former llfe no longer

mattered or had become simply ynimportant. The only thing that counted -

In such circumstances, I developed a strong sense of camaraderie with

a few other Westermers I met in Ankara. I became particularly close to the

' ’

Swede I prev1ously mentioned and an Engllsh couple I had met qu;Lte by chance

'3

at the ai rt in Ankara Together we spent long haurs (some’g_rrcs almost to ’ .

dawn) talking, eating, and enjoylng each other's company Here we cquld con-

verse freely without fear of offending some urﬂcnown cultural values or feel:.ngs

The hardsmps and problems of the day became the butt of our jokes and at times

\ .
This then was my retfeat in Turkey

to the other, former world I had known in the West. Without such a refuge,

life would have been exceedingly more difficult. With it, however, I’ seemed

to be able to face anything that happened, even benefiting from it if not

-always enjoying it. '




y Conclusiong )

' _At times life as a Fulbright in Turkey proved so difficult and frus-

tratlng that 1 only balr jokingly referred to myself as a "Halfbrlghter" .

for having come in the first place. Certainly, most of my. Amerlcan col- ’

~——

leagues doubted the wisdom of my ‘decision. Alrmost invariably the initial
thing they had asked re when they first heard or’my Fulbright was "how

nuch would it pay?" That it entalled a sizeable salary cut for that ,year
was enough to suggest to most of them that T was making a mstake “When

they heard reports ‘of my various other problems they became convinced.

T too am persuaded, but of a totally diffe.rent conclusion because
mere material rewards.and conforts are rot the only important values in ™~
. . life. My final week at ME.TU for example, was particularly movmg. One S
evening ny colleagues gave a banquet for me at the Faculty Assoc:.atlpn:,.
- wn.rch was a sort qf faculty club on the campus . The food was decent,, the -

b

drlnks plenty, ~and the conversatlon amazu_ngly easy. and frank After formal
. speeches of gratitude as well as gifts had been exchanged . I repalred with
- . some of. my more earthly':'associates to "Ankara by night." Adthough.a Turklsh
'nig'htcl‘ub tqnds to be so dense with smoke from the onnipresent cigarette

. virtually every Turk learns to use by the age of twelve, I knew then that

these Turkish proféssors had valued iy year in their midst as much ag I did.,
The final farewells to my classes were maybe even more touching. A ]
reception was held for me by the stu.d,ent organization, -and se\/:eral individuals
presentgd me with little gifts and letters of thanks. Afterwards I sneaked
of £ WJ.Zj a few special student friends to a pleasant' cay or-tea garden some-
where outside of Ankarav In my graduate semmar, the lone female student

bestowed a bouquet of flowers upon me as “the others stood by beaming. 2and

¢+ finally, in my sometime dilinquent International Relations class, I almost
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came to tears rryself as several of the gJ_rJ(s did, when I spoke spontaneously '

to them durJ.ng our final meeting about peace and their mle in achieving it

as the leaders of the future generation. ' . ", )
Returning to America, moreover, did mot sever completely my relationship

)

'

+

to Turkey. Largely through my efforts, one of my former undergraduates, who

A

-~ «Otherwise never ‘would have left her country, received, a éraduate assistant-

chip to oursuejier studies in international relations at an American iversity.

’ .

To a lesser extent, I also managed to_help seve.ral others come to the United .

States to pursue their careers g e
. » : - il VTR
‘ 4 4 ‘. b, M

R

Firally, I might mention how My year at MEIU enabled me to discover and . +'

thus help alleviate one particular academic_djgffic':ulty my' - Turkish’ colleag}ies o
regularly encountered.. . Since returning to America, I have sent several timely? BRES

morographs and current texts to Turkey where, given the economlc Droblems,

such materials would have been v:.rtually impossible to ob‘cam Occaslonala i
g -
letters both rm%x colleagues and students oontinue to keep ne abreast of' ’2‘\“

» A
.

events in what was my home for one academlc year. . )
Obviously, my Fulbright in Turkey trag, well spent. I probably learned :

rore aboub 1real international relatioms there than .an army. of armchair o
scholars could in a lifetime. ‘Maybe even of greater importance; however, )
living, learning, and surviving .in 'another'cﬁlture, gave me a confidence.

and strength of purpose: that will serve me well Eor t’ne\rest of my :.‘:'ife.’
Possibly, I was more fortunate than I deserved, “and ce.rtainly the fine

people (koth Turklsh and Western) I n'Qstly dealt with helped me in so many

ways. Now that I have returned to my Amerlcan University, I can look back -

upon my experience in Turkey as one of the great adventures in my )(ffe. I
certainly do ot reyret I did it, and most assuredly wou;.d not trade it for

. . .

a normal year in America.

Y -




