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ABSTRACT

The growing number of Puerto Rican return migrants
(those who return to Puerto Rico after having lived in the United
States mainland for several years) face sociological, psychological,
and 11ngu1st1c and social adaptation problems. To meet these
students' linguistic needs, the Puerto Rican Department of Education
has developed several bilingual education programs. Some studies
indicate that, compared to non-migrant students, return migrant
students are more poorly adjusted to school, lack confidence, feel
1nfer1or, have low self-esteem, and are often described by teachers
as low achievers, ‘troublemakers, aggressive, undisciplined,
disrespectful, lacking identity, and unable to speak either English
or Spanish well. However, some teachers believe that return migrants
will react positively when they feel that teachers and their
non~ m1grant peers are trying to understand them. The problem of the
return migrant student should be regarded not only as a linguistic
problem, but also as one of adjustment to two cultures.
(Author/MJL)
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THE REMIGRATION OF THE PUERTO RICAN STUDENT
AS A FACTOR IN SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT :

]

J Abstract .
=

The purpose of this study was to discuss the effect
of the remigration process of the Puerto Rican from the
mainland to the islands. |

The remigrant student is a new: phenomenon wifhin the
Schooi system of Puerto Rico. fhe effects of this new
element cannot be determined until more information‘is -
collected. School adjustment problems have been found by
researchers and school administrators. However, the ma-
jority of results that have been reported are contradictory.
In order to understand the return-migrant student adjusthent
process, socio—psy;hologicgl studies 1in aréas such as selﬁ:

‘estimation, the extent of acculturation, and socialization

are recommended.
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The purpose of the report was to discuss the effect
of the remigration process of Puerto Ricans from the main-
vhnland to the island. - Up to 1976-77 the average remigration
was 40,000 per year. On returning to the island many have
tried to further education only to realize that their lack
ofAcoﬁmunication skills, both in English and Spanish, hin -
ders thei; efforts (San Juan Star, 1980). |
In the last f;ur years, thousands of families have
rgturning to Puerto Rico after living in the United States
for several years. During the 1980—81gschool'year, school-

age children of these families increased the student popula-

tion of the Puerto Rican Public School System (Department of

-

"

Education, 1980) by more than 9%.

Migration as a Relieve of Unemployment
and Overpopulation -

Th; Puerto Ric%h movement to the mainland as contract
labor groups following World War II provided the nucleus
from which,présent Puerto Rican communi£ies arose in'the
United States (Maldonado, 1979). Both governments, United
States and Puertp Rican, contributed to increase the migra-
tion movement. After the second World Wa; every effort

was made to employ and move to the mainland as many Puerto

Ricans as were available (Maldonadé, 1979).




]

Puerto Ricans were contracted to work as industrial
workers, in Lorain, Ohio-in 1947 'and Gary, Indiana in 1948. .
They were also contracted asagricultural laboreres in Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin and Buffalo, New York (Maldonado, 1979).

'The recruiting of labor ,in Puerto Rico began as early as,

the occupation of the Island by the UniFed?States after
the SpanishLAmerican War in 1898. The importétion of workers
from Puerto Rico was developed as a means to allevi;tepthe
agricuixural labor shortage in several states. Thousan&s 6f
skilled'and unskilled workers were importéd by the middle of
the 1940's. |

In addi;ion, the government of Puerto Rico ansidered
migration to the mainland as a way of relieving unemployment
and overpopulation. Their efforts resulted in a great move-
ment of Puerto Ricans to the United States; "My relative in
America fg.doing well and he ha;_sent for me' was a.very pop-
ular phrase on the Island around, the fifties.

The “Puerto Rican population on the mainlaﬁd has igcreasgd
from 301]375 in 1950 to'1,830,000 in 1978 (Prewitt Diaz, i981):
The American citizenship of the Puerto Ricans since 1917 faci;

RS

litated the migration movement.

Remigration to Puerto Rico

During the 1970's the governmeht of Puerto Rico faced

the problem of reverse migration or remigration; the.return

ofbmany Puerto Ricans from the mainland United States to the

Island. There are currently 59,812 remigrates in the public




schools of Puerto Rico. These students facedisociological
¢

psvchologlcal and linguistic adaptatlon problems (San Juan

Star, 1980). These students were described”as having the

same cultural roots as the Puerto Ricans on the Island but

3

different”cultural patterns.

~
+

Efforts of the Department of Public Instruction
of Puerto Rico to Serve the Remigrate Pupils

The Puerto Rican“Department of Education developed a

‘Bilingual Education Program in August, 1978 as part of the

. regular academic program to serve those who returned and

+

.those who were potential migrants to the States (Depart-
ment of Education, 1978). The program incorpor;ted ali
independent Bilingual Education Projects into one organi-
2ational unit. At present, it is still composed of six
projects. ) ‘

1. An Early Childhood Bilingual Education Pro-
ject, designedjto provide s?qcial intensive
raining in Enézz;h to Spanish-speaking students
frbm\kindergarten'to third grade who are potential
migrants to the United Statesx

>2. The Upper'Elementary Bilingual Education Pro-
ject designed to serve children from fourth to
sixth grade who live in areas of high mobility to
and from the United States.,. )

"3,  The Transition to Spanish Project, started dur-

ing the 1979-80 school yeaxr, created to serve stu-

dents in the fourth and seventh grades that return
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from the States and are not proficient in Span-

ish.

4, State—funded Bilingual Secondary Schools,

designed to assist Enélish-speaking and talented

\Spanish—speaking students interested in learning

English as a second_%?ﬁguage
5. The Cultural Bilingual Pro;ect for High School

Students, geared toward the enrichment of educa-

.
*

tional opportunities for Puerto Rican. puplls who
return from the United States.
6. Bilingual Instruction., for Parents, creatéd to

serve parents of students who participate in the

bilingual programs.

-

MWhat Did Puerto Rico Learn from Dual Language
Programs from Remigrates? x

' Remlgratlon has been identified as a real educational

&

problem in Puerto Rico. The remigrate students face 1ang-

g

uage and cultural barriers. Most need help in both lang-
uage aéfs and sqcial adaptation skills. In addition, the
majority of parehts lack the skills needed to heip their
children. J

The following statements‘made by a remigrate student
expresses the Toot of the problem: ' '"When I first came
down here, I felt so lost that I wanted to go back to the
States." '"When I first got to Puerto Rico I was scared

because I only knew a little Spanish" (San Juan Star,

August, 1980).
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Kavetzky (I978) éontepded that teachers and school
officials tend to stereotype remigréte students as low-
achieving, trouble—making, aggressive, undisciplihed} dis-
r;spécgfﬁl, lacking identity, and not knowing either Eng-
lish or Spanish. Oﬁ the other hand, ‘English teachers and
teachers who themselves were once classified as'remigrates
tend to believe that remigrate students will react poéi—
Lgively when théy feel that téachers and non-migrant peers
attempt tosunderstand fhem. This also occurs when thé
teacher is tolerant of pheir attempts to express thsm-
selvesf be it in English, Spanish or the charactery%tic o
mixing of English ahd Spanish. | /

‘Ramos Perea's (1978) study offered findings based
upon a sample of 1,973 students, of which 1,069 were Te-

migrates and 904 non-migrants. The conceptual scheme was

the relationship of migration experience and school adjust-

3

ment. Factors like residential mobility, period of resi-

dence, social status, and ability in Spanish were considered.

Ramos Perea (1978) indicated that remigrate'studéhts
were more poorly adjusted to school than non-migrant stu-

defts. The study’ also supported an association between

‘poor school adjustment and low residential mobility, long

periods of residence, low social status, and low ability
in Spanish. The study suggested the existence of an inti-
mate relationship between schoolradjustment and length of

residence in the United States. School maladjustment was

[
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found more often among remigrates. with a long, as compared

¢

to a short, residence in the*United States. The longer

they stay in the United States, the more assimilated the

-migrants become in the cultural, social, and linguistic

patterns of the United States. The extent of accultura- —-

estimation were other findings of the study.

)

A -

tion, assimilation, and socialization in each culture

(Puerto Rico or United. States) may-determine the extent

of maladjustment of migrant ‘students in anotHer culture.

Lack of confidence, feelings of inferiority: and low self-..

Recommendations
*

1. - Indepth studies should be conducted whidhycoﬁ—
tain maturational, aspirational, or attitudinal
information. This would enable Puéfto Ricans to
- determine the significance of migration'for the
. individual remigrate, as well as. provide a clearer
notion of the human resources Puerto Rico is recéiv-

ing from the remigration prOceés.

=3

2. The remigration problem of students from the
mainland has to be analyzed Qithin the framework
of acculturation.‘ Maladjustmeﬁt, as a result Bf
socio-psychological problems and cultural Eon—
flicts which parents do not often understand them-

. selves becomes an unexplained cross-ethnic pheno-

menon -with special attribputes. o




3. This writer feels that an additionél period of
time 4s neceséary fof ¢ultural/environment orien-
_tation before the remigrate'chiid is placed in the;.”’
. , .
%g\\classroomL It is important to note that in the re- .

migratibn process the parents belong to the host

country but children are in a foreign country.a

1

Conclusion _ - o

-

The '"'new Puerto Ricans,'" also referréd to .as Neoucons, ,
are the result of the remigratioh ideology of their parents,
which consists of a desire to retain their own subcufturé
when they are in the United States, based ﬁpan their de-
sire to return to the island. Children gre brought up with
the implicit mission of tak{ng knowledge required in the
industridlized gbuntf; back to the developing country.

The problem of the remigrant student in Puerto Rico
is mainly”cohcerned with biculturalismj %%though the lin-

¢

guistic factor permeates the whole. process of school ad-

.jﬁstment, it seems that the socio-psychological factor

should be considered first. Vesquez and Richard (1978)

suggested that school performance depended more on social
class differences than whether the student was® monolingual

¥

or bilingual. v
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