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Foreword

—

This report is one of a series of five reports describing the socioeconomic’
characteristics of different groups of postsecondary studeats (both collegiate
and noncollegiate). These are derived from recent analyses of Survey of Income
and Education data, collected by the Bureau of the Census in Spring 1976. Ths
other reports cover:

Students with Langvage Backgrounds other .than ‘English .
Hispanic Students '

Women Students

Students Twenty-five Years and Older

Technical Notes are available in a separate report which describes

N the survep methodology, and provides definitions and standard errors for

. selected, items.

Susan Hill served as project officer of the contract to ‘conduct secondary
analyses of Survey of Income and Education data. Susan Hill and Alice
Kroliczak’ coauthored the reports on the characteristics of postsecondary
students. Joseph Froomkin, of Joseph Froomkin Inc., conducted the analyses
of the data under contract to NCEJ.
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How to Obtain More Information

The Technical Notes, single copies of this report, and the other series
reports can be obtained free while supplies ldst by sending a request
with a separate self-addressed mailing label for each report to:

e Statisticdl Information Office, National Center for Education Statistics,
400 Maryland Avenue SW. (Presidential Building), Washingtom, D.C. 20202,
telephone (301) 436-7900. Information about the Center's statistical
program and a catalog of NCES publications may also be obtained’ from the
Statistical Information Office. .

Additional information about the sgries of reports on postsecoqeary students
is available from Susan Hill, National Center for Education Statistics,

400. Maryland Avenue, SW.. (Presidential Building), Washingtonj D.C. 20202,
telephone (301) 436-7860. . ‘
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HIGHLIGHTS

In Spring 1976, 25.4 million persons, or about 11.5 percent of the total -
population in the 50 States and the District of Columbia, were black. The
black population was younger than the U.S. population in general.

were more likely to be enrolled at the undergraduate level compared to all
college -students.

. In the traditional college-age group of 18-24 years, black high school
graduates had lower college enrollment rates than all high school graduates.

~

\
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In Spring of 1976, 1,233,000 blacks were enrolled in college. Black students W

About . 46 percent of black college students were 25 years old or over, -
compared with 40 percent of all college studentS. . ' .

On a percentage basis, 3.5 times as many black students dependént on parental
support, and almost twice as many black independent students, lived in
households below‘the poverty level compared to all students.

A fifth of black dependent college students lived in families with incomes
over $20 000.

Féwer black dependent college students worked during the year than did all
dependent college students.

Larger‘proportions of black dependent and independent noncollegiate students

lived in families that were in the lower income categories compared to all
)dependent and independent noncollegiate students.

Among independent noncollegiate students, the proportion who had no assets was

more than twice as high among blacks as among all students. °

Among blacks who were enrolled in noncollegiate schools (including adult basic
education, Comprehensive Employment and Training Act, vocational schools, etc.),
6 out of 10 were over 21 years old. Approximately two-thirds of all black
noncollegiate students had not completed high school.

Three—fourchs of black students (living with their parents) were the first
generation of their famjly to atten? postsecondary education. Only a fourth of
black dependent postsecondary studets came from families whose head had one
year or more of college.
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. INTRODUCTION. - s

-

1
[y

This repor: presents a profile of _the social and economic characteristics of
black students, age 16 and over, enrolled in college or a noncollegiate
vostsecondary school. It is based upon data ollected by the U.S. Census
Bureau in the Spring of 1976 with the Survey of Income and Education (SIE). 1/
There were half a million respondents to the_suxvey, making the SIE the !
largest survey between the 1970 and 1980 Decennial Censuses. -~ The large sample
size of the SIE made possible the detailed analysis of the characteristics of
black ,postsecondary students. More recent information of this type will not
be available until the 1980 Census tapes are prepared.

The report begins with a general ov*rview of characteristics of the black’
population in the United States 1n the mid-1970s to help develop a context
for the analysis of blacks enrolled in postsecondary education. Chapter 2
discusses the characteristics of black collegiate students, and is followed
by a ¢hapter describing blacks age 16 and over in noncoliégiate postsecondary
schools. Each section gives separate informat{on on students who are.
financially dependent and independent of their parents. In the case of
financtally dependent students, data also are presented concerning their
families. Wherever relevant, data on black students are -compared with data
on all students in the United States. The final chapter‘concludes with an
analysis of postsecondary enrollment by family size and the number of students
entolled per family. Standard errors have been calculated and differences
between groups are cited in the text only if the difference was stetistically
significant at the .05 level.

The, level of participation of black students in postsecondary education has
concerned the Federai government because of its commitment to promote equality
of educational opportunity. As of 1976, blacks were underrepresented among
college graduates; only 5.5 percent of all black Americans, age 16 and over,
had completed four or more years of college, compared with 13.2 percent of

all Americans. However, college attendance was increasing among blacks=~in
1976, there were mote4¢g11ege_xtudent&—than -college graduates in the black

population.

1/For definition of terms and a description of the Survey of Income and

Education, see the Technical Notes. It should be noted here that the SIE
sampling frame was based primarily on the 1970 Census frame, unadjusted

~———-——— - ~for-an-est{mated—7+7-percent-undercount—of- the--hlack--populatione—— . . ____

-
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CHAPTER 1

. .
‘ 4 *

" THE BLACK POPULATION"IN THE UNITED STATES: 1974-75
- s - “

* » . ¢ |

R fa,.

~ !

This section preaentsran 0 overview of black Americans in 1974-75, as a context

section were derived from U.S. Census Bureau Cufrent P0pu1ation Surveys.2/
. The black populatioh, estimated at 24,4 million in 1975, coﬂstituted
11.5 percent of the. total population in the United States. Roughly
+ one-half of all blacks lived in the South. “4The Northeast and North
Central regions accounted for 18 and 20 percent of all-black ..
. residenta, respe¢tively. Fewer than ofie black in ten, lived in the
Lo " West. )

. The black population is predominantly urban. Four-fifths of the black
population lived in urban areas, with most black urban residents

living in the central qities. - . Y
:. Blacﬁs were younger than the total population. The median .age-of .
.\ blacks in 1975 was 23.4 years, compared with 29 years .for the total

population. ° ) .

+ Nearly 15 percent of all black families had incoues of less than -
$3,000 in 1974, contrasted with four percent of white families. Less, °
than a fifth of black families had incomes of over $15,000, less than

¢ o+ ., half the proportion of white-families. Income of blacks 1iving-in the
* South were lower than those in the North and West. }
, '+ In 1975, over a third of black families were headed by.women. One- N

half of black children under 18 lived with both parents.

+ The educational disadvantage of many blacks was.evident at the level
of elementary and »econdary school. By high school, one out of five
black students had fallen one or more years behfnd the average grade .

- level for their age. L P

+ Educational attainment was lower for blacks than the average for the °
total population. A fourth of blacks age 22 to 24 had not .graduated
from high school; compared with 15 percent for the total population.
The gap between blacks and thé total population average increased with
each age group. Among blacks 25 years and older, over half had not
completed high school, compared to the total population average oﬂ\
third.

; N . ~

b *
2/U S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,
Series P-23, No. 80, The Social and ‘Economic Status of the Black Population
in the United States: An Historical View, 1790-1978.

R
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. CHAPTER 2 C

ENROLLMENT IN COLLEGE -
* )

Participation Rates

Several factors, incicding papulation, age, and high school completion, must be
considered in discussing college participation rates. Although blacks comprised
10 percent of all persons 16 years or older im the country and accounted “for 10
percent of the total college enrollment in Spriang 1976, their percentage of all
high' school graduates was 2 percentage points lower.

14 ) %
, Total Number of ~Blacks as
Item number blacks percent of
(in” thousands) (in thousands) total number
Population 16 and over essseeses 154,661 15,965 - 10
Hfgh school gfaduateﬂ sesv e . 98,101 . ],372 a7 '8

EnrO].lmenc‘ in CO].lege IR olo 11,955 . 1,223 " 10

This is a reflection of twd demographic ‘traits of the black population which
have opposite effects on coilege enrollment. ‘(1) Historically, lower
proportions of black youth tﬁan youth in general have graduated from high
schools In 1976, among young ‘adults in the 18-24 age group, 67 percent of
blacks had completed high school compared to 80 percent of the total populatién.
As a result, blacks comprised s smaller percent of those persons in the ~
population who had graduated from high school, the pool of potential college
enrollees. (2) However,-the age composition of the black population is younger
than.the population in general, Therefore, a higher percentage of blacks are gn
the younger age groups--~which usually have higher rates of enrollment in *

- colleges than older generations. . « '

Looking at the distribution of high school graduates by age; about 30 percent of
all black high school graduates (compared to about a fifth of all high school v

graduates) were in the traditional college-age 3r0up of 18-24 ffable 1).

Table l.~-Percentage distribution of black and all.high school

graduates, by age group: 1976~ ~ . .

Age group Black graduates All graduates

* Percentage distribution
Total 16 years and over ' T . Coe

Number (in thousnnds)u..u...o. 7,372 . 98,101
Pe’tcent: 100 0000000000000 s00ss00e 100 N 100
16 to 24 Years 000000001;000000900 (31) (22)
16‘17 s0s00e0esvssccsvrcscesfonce 1 ) ' 1
) 18-21 .ooopoooooooo‘goo\'coo (XXX . 17 : 13

W 22=24 ceeeiisecesscensrsadeancns 7 13 . 8 *

- ‘ .

25'year8 and OVeL sesescscsssccnsse’ "(69) (77)
25‘3’0 0000000 0000000900000 00000 32 . ’ 23
5‘6’0 @00 0000000000000 0000000 3’0 [06
65 jears ‘nd OVEL ecsetcsvcvcces 3 8

NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.

| : | |
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High school graduates in the younger age groups have higher rvates of enrollment
in college. Among black high school graduates 18-24 years of age, 30 percent
were enrolled in college, compared to 33 percent for tl. total population. This
indicates that blacks in the traditional college age (18-24) were enrolled in
college at ‘a lower rate than the total population. In the age groups over 24,
however, a higher progortion of black high school graduates than all high school
graduates were enrolled in coli;ge (table 2).

Table 2.--Percent of black and.®11 high school graduates who were enrolled in
cdllege, by attendance status and age group: 1976

Percent enrolled in college

Age Group Total  Full-time Part—time
i ‘Black graduates

18 to ‘24 years R N R N RN \30 24 6
25 to 34 yea‘rs P00 0 0002020000000 0 0000000000000 \ks 5 10
35 to 64 years PO 000 20000000000 0000000000000 8‘ 2 6
All graduates

18 to ‘24 years SO 000 000000000000 0000000000000 33 26 7
25 to 34 years ................’O...........'. 12 4 8
35 to 64 years 000 0 0000000000000 000 000000000 4 1 3

Student Characteristics

A largef proportion of black college students was enrolled at the undergraduate
level compared to all college studeénts. Some 87 percent of black college
students9(1,060,000) were enrqlled at the undergraduate level compared with 78
percent of all college students. The other 163,000 black college students were
graduate students and persons who had completed 4 years of college who were

.. enrolled in regular or adult education classes at a college (tabie 3).2/

3/The SIE. did not collect information on type of college the student attended.

~ A study using HEGIS data showed that black undergraduates were concentrated in
2-year colleges. In Fall 1976, 36 percent of black full-time undergraduates
"were enrolled in 2-year colleges as compared with 28 percent of all United
States studenis. Michael A. Olivas, The Dilemma of Access: Minorities in
Two-Year Colleges, Howard University Press, Washington, D.C., 1979, p. 26.

‘ . 1"
6 S . 13




Table 3.--Black and total college enrollment, by level: 1976

Black students All students
Level of enrollment* Number Percent Percent
: (in thousands)

Tota8l esecseccescescccccnnee 1,223 lbO 100
Undergraduate enrollment seeses 1,060 = 87 78
other enrollment o0 000 000G OGSDOSOSDS 163 13 22

*The student may or may not be enrolled in a degree program.

40 percent of all college students. There is a significant difference between
these two proportions, in spite of the fact that the black population is younger
than the total population, and a smaller proportion of black students were
enrolled at the post-baccalaureate level (table 4).

Table 4.—Black and all college students, by age group: 1976

Age group _ Black students All students
: Percentage distribution
Total ..........‘............... 100 ] 100"

18 to 21 years ®000 00O OGCOINOOSNOONOEOSEDOSNDOSNDOSDS 37 41

22 to 24 years 000000 OGCONONONONOEOSEDOOSEDOSNDOSDS 16 18

25 to 34 years ®000 00O OGCOINOOSNOONOEOSEDOSNDOSNDOSDS N 29 26

35 years and Over oo 00000000 OORS 17 14

NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.

Some 59 percent of all black students attended college full-time, about the same
proportion as that of all college students (table 5).

Table 5.~~Black and all college students, by attendance status: 1976 -

_E_ Attendance .status
Enrollment Total Full-time Part—-time

Percentage distribution

Black students . g

Ta‘tﬁélv’—’eﬁrollment o0 000 PO0OPSBOIOIOIOEANRTLDS 1’00~ 7 T --59. ) 7 ’ 41
Undergrad‘mte o0 o000 00000000000 100 63 il 37

All students

TOE‘I en:pllment R EE R N NN W 100 58 42
Undersrad“&te e0s00000s000000 00 100 .’ 64 ‘36

. NOTE: Details may nmot add to totals because of :'?nding.ﬂ

7he proportion of women in the black college enrollment (about 50 percent) was 5
percent higher than the proportion of women in the total college enrollment. At
the undergraduate level, the same number of black women and men were attanding
full-time (table 6).

fam,
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Table 6.--Black college enrollment, by sex and level: 1976

Item ) Women - Men
Number (in thousands)

Population age 16 and OVEr ssseeesssvscses 8,717 7,248
High school graduates ee0 ez e sss vt 00t 4,142 3,230
= Enrolled in COllege 000000000 00000 t0 000000 _ 609 . . . —‘614._, —
Undergraduate level ereevvecvsrnrsssnnnns 525 534
Full—=time esssssesscctocscosscsssssecas 334 334
Other R N N N N N R R I 83 80

~ -— ———--NOTE:. . .Details-may-not add to totals becauseof rounding.

In summary, when compared with all college students, larger proportions of black
" college students were 25 years old or over, and black college students were

enrolled to a greater extent at the undergraduate rather than post-baccalaureate
level.

Financial Resources of Dependent Students and Their Families

<

The financial resources upon which a student can draw while attending school

vary greatly depending upon whether the student is financially dependent upon
his/her parents for support, or whether the student 1s independent of parental /
support, i.e., 1living on his/her own with a spouse and/or children. About half

of black college students were no longer financially dependent on their
parents-~the same proportion as college students in general. This section
provides greater detail on the financial résources of black dependent college
students.

Larger proportions of black dependent college students were in the lower income
categories compared to all dependent college students. A fifth of all black
dependent college students lived in families where parental income was less than
$5,000, in contrast to only 8 percent of all dependent college students. 1In
addition, a quarter of black dependent college students were. members of families
with income between §$5,000 and $10,000, double the proportion of all dependent
college students in this income group (table 7). At the other end of the income
spectrum 18 percent of all black dependent college students and 46 percent of
all dependent college students lived in families with parental incomes over
$20,000. v

Table 7.--Dependent black and all dependent college students, by attendance
status and income group: 1975

Black students All students
Parental income Total Full-time Part—time Total Full-time Part-time
Percentage distribution \

Total cevecercoes 100 100 100 . 100 100 100
Léss than $5,000 oo 21 22" 19 8 > 8 8
$5,000-$9,999 ...... 26 27 22 12 ’ 12 14
$10,000-$14,999 .... 21 19 32 © 16 15 20
$15,000"$19’999 XK 13 13 ’ * ’ 18 18 » 18 ”
$20,000 and over ... 18 19 21 46 47 40
Number (in thousands) 616 510 106 6,073 5,064 1,009

*Percent not shown where estimate was less than 20,000 persons.
NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.
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When both income and the number of persons living in the student's family are
taken into consideration, there is a statistically significant difference
between the percentage of black dependent and all dependent college students who
lived in families with incomes below the poverty level. The proportion of black
dependent college students in poverty-level families was 3.5 times that of the
total dependent college population (table 8).

. _Table 8.~-Percent of dependent black and all dependent college. students Jiving - o -
in poverty: 1975

Poverty status Black students All students .
e -Number of ‘studefits (in thousands) ... -~ 616 S 6,073
Percent of students in families . . —_—
T below poverty level* ceovsnsesnense 11 3

*For definition of the term poverty level, gsee the Technical Notes.

The relative lack of economic resources of families of black ‘college students
can be illustrated in another way. Only 7 percent of black dependent college
students came from families with estimated assets of $40,000 or more in contrast
with 39 percent for all dependent college students. A quarter of the black
families had no assets (table 9).

Table 9.--Dependent bléck and all dependent college students, by size of family
assets: 1975

%
Family assets Black students All students
Percentage distribution
- ¢

Total ®0 0000 0000000000000 VDOROROEDODS 100 ' 100
’NO assets 00 s0000 000 0000000000000 26 9
$1—$19’999 ®0 0000000000000 000000 0 52 25 . ’
$20,000-$39,000 .......:........... 15 27 . -
$40,000 and over oooo';?}:ooo.oooo.ooo 7 39
Total with information (in thousands) 537 5,248 ,
No information* (in thousands) .... 79 825 :

*Includes nonresponse and those whose owner-occupied property and/or mortgage
exceeded $100,0000 —ouu— e —

Fewer black dependent college students than all dependent college students
worked while attending school. Among full-time undergraduate dependent
students, 59 percent of blacks and 79 percent of all students worked during the
school year. There was no statistically significant difference between the
average yearly earnings of black dependent full-time undergraduate.students who
worked and all dependent full-time undergraduates who worked (table 10).

[N
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“Financial Resources 6f Independéent Students

<
N

Income Black students All students
Percentage distribution
'Ibtal e e0s0erccccssocrsoee 100 100
. Less ‘than ,$5'000 o‘..ooooooooo~ 21 14
$5,000"$9'999 eesececssecsroce 23 21
$10’000"$14'999 0e0c00ssc0etoo 18 22
$15’000"$19'999 2000000000000 13 . ’ 19
$20,000 and OVEr eececccccsoce 24 . 25
Total number (in thousands)... 607 5,882

Table 10.—Earnings of dependent black, and all dependent full-time
undergraduate students: 1975

Item Black undergraduates All undergraduates
Number of students (in thousands) 495 4,781
Percent with earnlngs teessscssae 59 ) 79

Mean yearly earnings of students . j
Whomrked* 0000000060000 0000000 0 $1 415 $1 673 i

- — e — -

*The dlfference between the two means 1s not statistically significant at the
.05 level.

o

Larger proportions of black independent college students were in the lower

income categories compared to all independent college students. About 44

percent of all black 1ndependent collede students had individual or family
incomes under $10,000 in contrast with 35 percent of all independent college
students. Furthermore, 14 percent of black independent college students were
diving below the poverty level, compared with 8 percent of all independent
college students. However, about a fourth of black. independent college students
had incomes over $20,000, the same proportion as for all independent college
students (table 11l).

Table 11.--Independent black and all independent college students} by
individual/family income, and poverty status: 1975

Percent of students below

L
o>
©
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Among independent college students, the proportion who had no assets was twice
as high among blacks as among all students.

Table 12,~Indépendent black and all independent callege students, by T
individual/family assets: 1975

s

T Essets ‘Black students ALl students

- B Percentage distribution - N
T T TGEAL weeseseenseesensenseesnees 100. . 100

No assets"......................... 51 ’ 25
. o $l-$1_9_l—99.9~ $.9.8.0.08.00.0.000.0-000 00000008 ~ - 8B - 50 T o

$20'000-$39'999 0000 OG0O0OGOCOIOGEONOIOOSEOEPOSIOEO 7 R 15

$40'000 and over e0ceteetectscstnes 5 ) 10

Total number (in-thousands) «eeeees 578 \ 5,649

No informationf (in thousands) .eee 29 \ 233

Al

*Includes nonresponse and thoSe whose owner—occupied profaerty and/or mortgage
exceeded $100,000. . \

\
NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.\

Among blacks, about three-fourths of independent full-time undergraduate

students worked, as was the case for all independent Ladergraduate students, It

is not possible to provide any further reliable information on the earnings of

independent full-time black undergraduate students because the sampled size for

this group was too small (table 13). :

Table 13.~~Percent of independent black and all independent full=~time
undergraduate students with earnings: 1975 )

Item ‘ Black undergraduates All undergraduates

Number of students (in thousands) 174 1,252

Percent with earnings .eeeececesce 76 79




CHAPTER 3

ENROLLMENT IN NONCOLLEGIATE SCHOOLS

[

PO, e e -

—— - ———Nearly—22—-percent of all blacks, age 16 and . over, who were attending -a

et s —

postsecondary school (colleégiate or noncollegiate) in spring 1976, were
enrolled in noncollegiate schools, such as vocational schools,_adult
educatton"CBTAT‘ﬁﬁrféspondence, etc. @
Blacks accounted for 12 percent of ‘the total enrollment in noncollegiate
schools, greatef ‘than their proportion of the total population (10

N

——————-~percent9»~~Of~the~366 000 persons of black origin “enrolled in noncollegiate

©

I

schools in the spring of 1976, ‘'one~third had not graduated from high school. \\\\\
In comparison, among all noncollegiaté‘students, one in five had not

completed high school. ; ' “\\\\\\\\‘\ %

Some 60 percent of .black students in noncollegiate schools werewover 24 years

»0ld, compared to 70 percent of all students. Among students who had “fiot

graduated from high school, a larger proportion of black students was in the -

lowest age category compared to all students. Among students \\‘\\\\\
who' had graduated from high school, however, similar proportions

of black and all noncollegiate studenns were in the lowest age category

(table 14). ?

Table l4.~~Black and all noncollegiate students, by completion of
high school and age group: 1976

)

Black students ~ " All students
° Did not ) Did not
: High school complete High school complete
Age group Total praduates high school Total graduates high school
Percentage distribution
. L]
Total eeveccccces 100 100 100 100 100 100
16 to 24 years ececeee 40 39 ' 46 30 30 . 30
25 to 34 years eee.. 30 34 23 31 33 24
35 years and over .. 30 27 . 30 39 37 46
" Number (in thousands) 346 221 125 ¢ 2,903 2,315 588

NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.

Women accounted for 53 percent of the total black noncollegiate enrollment. However,

" women comprised a larger proportion of black part-time students in noncollegiate schools

(table 15).
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- i s

—— e -~ gtatus and sex: 1976
I — Y | Fall-time Part-time —
Sex ) Number Percent of Number Percent  Number Percent
(in thousands) total {(in thousands) of total (in thousands) of total
~~~_4__."I'gtal sesen 346 . 100 162 47 183 53
women XXX 185 : 53 77 68 107 58
MenN ececceccccce 161 47 85 52 . 76 42

° <
~

Financial Resources of Dependent Students and Their Families

Only 79,000 black noncollegiate students (23 percent of the total) were financially
dependent on their parents. The rest were financially independent. Larger proportions
of black dependent noncollegiate students were in the lower income categories compared
to all dependent noncollegiate students. Some 65 percent of black dependent non-~
collegiate students lived in families where parental income was less than $10,000,
contrasted-with only 42 percent of all dependent noncollegiate students
(table 165\\\\\\

. \

~—,

~—

—
Table 16.-Dependent black and all dépendent\noncollegiate students, by attendance
‘ status and income group: 1975 T

'NOTE:

*Percent not shown where

estimate was less than 20,000 persons.

[

Details may not add to totals .because of rounding.

\\\‘\\\\\\\\\
o ! Black students All students ——_ )
‘Parental incoine Total Full~time Part-time Total Full-time Part-time
s Percentage distribution o \\\\\\
Total ...........4.. 100 100 100 ‘100 100 100
Less than §$5,000 ...... 35 37 * 20 o+ 23 14
$5,000-89,999 ..ceveccens 30 34 * 22 23 21
$10,000°$l4,999 ®seceece . * * * 20 18 22
$15,000-$19,999 sic0000e ® * * 17 15 21
$20,000 and over eeseeee * * * 2] 20 22
Number (in thousands) .. 79 62 17 529 322 207




The_relative-lack-ofecofiomic Yesources of families of black students can be
illustrated in another way. About 48 percent of black dependent noncollegiate
students came from families with no assets in contrast with only 2] percent

of all dependent noncollegiate students (table 17).

'—_v—-ir—m—'-——’v—‘—’

Table 17 .=~Dependent black’ and all dependent noncollegiate students,
by size of family assets: 1975

Family assets Black students- All students

Percentage distribution

b ?

Total ecececccsonsce 100 100 |

‘ \ . \

NO 3S8€LS5 sesccoscccsce 48 21 '
$1-$19;999 sescs0ss0ss 0, 1{2 \ 34

$20,000-$39.999 sesesee * ’ 22 ‘

$40’000 and over ceeces * ’23 N .1

Total with information .

(in thousands) \booooooo 73 T o B “76 . o :

- HON . |

No information** . ‘

(in thousands)ooooooooooo 6 53 ., i

*Percent*not shown where estimate was less than 20,000 persons.
*#Includes nonresponse and those whose owner-occupied property .
. and/or mortgage exceeded $100,000,

Among black and all dependent noncollegiate students, there was no statistical
difference in the proportions who worked while attending school. It is not
possible to provide any further reliable information on the earnings

of dependent black noncollegiate students because the sample size for this
group was too small (table 18).

—e e vestea s




'Table 18.-- Percent of dependent black and all dependent full-time
noncollegiate students with earnings: 1975

dtem ~Black-students— All students
———s————Nomber of ~students B o
» - (1“ thousands) 0000000000000 0000 62 » 322
Percent with earnings .seeeesscces 48 59
. Financial Resources of Independent Students

2
4

A larger .proportion of black independent noncollegiate students was in the
lowest income category compared to all independent noncollegiate students.
Slightly more than a third of all black independent noncollegiate

students had individual or family incomes under $5,000, contrasted

with less than a fifth of all independent noncollegiate students. )

Also, 32 percent of black independent noncollegiate students were living below
the poverty level compared with only 12 percent of all independent noncollegiate
students (table 19).

Table 19.--Independent black and all independent noncollegiate students,
by individual/family income and poverty status: 1975

.
»

Income Black students 211 students
Percentage distribution

Tota‘l G 050 0000000000000 660000000000 loo 100
Less than $5’000 ®e0000s0s00000000000000 s 37 . 16
$5’000‘-$9’999 oooooooooooooooo:ooooooooo 19 19
$10’000—$14’999 0090000000000 000000000 0 19 25
J\’a‘.\"’ » $15’000"$19’999 .oo.oooooooooooooooooooo\\ 12 18
. $20’000 8nd over 00 G0 0000 ROPRPORIOIIGSONROSPRSOIODS 12 23
Total number N
(1“ thousands) ©0 000000000000 0000000000 00 i‘ 267 2,374
Percent of students v
below poverty level cccecccccscesscssces 32 12

NOTE: Details may.not add to totals because of rounding.
- .::, .
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Among independent noncollegiate studeiits, the propartion who had no assets
was more than twice_ as high-among—blacks—as—among—all studénts (table 20).

Table 20,--Independent black and all independent noncollegiate—
students, by individual/family assets: 1975

Assets Black students All students
\\\ . Peréentage distribution
’ T'otal.................. 100 100
No'assets 0000000 000000000900 65 30
$l—$19,999 9000000000000 000 0, 26 ’ l‘o
$20 ,000—$39 ,999 0 0000606000000 * 15
$4Q,000 and Over ® 000000000 00 / * . 15
) -
N Total number s
(1“ thol‘sqnds) 00 0 600000000000 250 2,211

No information¥#*
(1“ thousands)ooooooooo.oqooooo 17 163

*Percent not snown where estimate was less than 20,000 persons.
**Includes nonresponse and those whose owner-occupied property
and/or portgage exceeded $100,000.

ol
v NOTE: . Details may not add to totals because of rounding. ;
Similar proportions of black independent and all 1ndepéndent noncollegiate students
worked. It is not possible to. provide any further reliable information on the
earnings of independent black full-time noncollegiate students because the sample
' size for this group was too small (table 21).
. Table 21. =~ Percent of independent black and all independent full-time
noncollegiate students with earnings: 1975
- i} Item Black students - AIl students
Number of students (in thousands) 100 568
Percent with earningt eeevesense 65 71 ’
\
‘\.- \
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CHAPTER 4

CHARACTERISTICS OF FAMILIES WITH STUDENTS ENR ENROLLED_-w~'-'~’“*”““
" ~ ~IN—POSTSECONDARY-EDUCATION—

—————

About half of all black dependent students enrolled in postsecondary education
(collegiate and noncollegiate) were members of families in which the head had
not completed high school, compared with a fifth of all dependent post-
secondary students. Only a fourth. of the black dependent students came from}

- fami'lies whose head had one year or more of college, in contrast with 46
percent of all dependent ‘students (table 22).

Table 22.-- Dependent"blpck and all dependent postsecondary students,
by educational attainment of family head: 1976

?

|
\
\
|
|
|
\
|
- Educational attainment
of parental family head ) " Black students All students

Percentage distribution

Tota8l eessssecscessncsscsssss 100 100
Elementary school ceesecosncene 28 11
Some high 8Chool eseeeccecccccee 21 11
High SQhOOI graduate seeccevcee 27 31
o Some cdllege 0000000000200 00000 16 17
COllege graduate s00000000000s0 8 29
L
" Total number (in thousands) ... 695 ¢ 6,602

NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding.

One in elever black dependent students lived in a family where the only other
member was a parent, and a third lived in families with six or more members.
Among all dependent students, only 2] percent were members of families with
six or more members. The distribution of black independent students by family
size is fairly close to that of all independent students (table 23).

Table 23.-~ Black and all postsecondary students, by family size and
dependency status: 1976

Dependency status : Number of persons in family
. Percentage - distribution
Dependent Total Two Three Four -~ Five Six or more
* Black students seccceeses IQO 9 22 20 17 32
All Otudentc ss0c00s0sce 100 6 24 29 19 21
Independent Total One Two Three Four or more
Black students esecececces 100 21 23 22 34

All studeﬁts Ry 100 22 27 18 33

-

.




_ Despite lower—average. incomes _,_“the,_propox.tionJUlachependenLuudentuivi-ng B
"dn families with more than one student enrolled—did-not-differ signiffcantly

from all dependent students in general. For both black depeﬂazazhiﬁa“zii

dependent students, one in three students lived in families with more ch;;‘ZKZ““*‘--\\
student enrolled in postsecondary schools (table 24). However, a lower proportion

of black independent students lived in families with more thah one person enrolled .

in postsecondary education, compared to all students.

-

.

Table 24.~-Black and all postsecondary students, by number of postsecondary
students in family and dependency status: 1976

Number of pnstSecondary students-in family

Dependency . .
status . -Total . One Two ‘Three or more
: Percentage distribution
"Dependent ) . \¥0
Black students $eccsscsccccne ) 100 - * 65 26 .
All *Students 0 0000600 0600000 00 100 64 ’ 28 8
Independent
Bl&ck Students ees0000000000e 100 84 14 *
A All,students o'ooooooooooooooo 100 81 17 . 2

*Bercent not shown .where estimate was less than 20,000 persons. )
NOTE: Details may not add to totals because of rounding. “
This report has examined the-financial and educational resources of black post-
secondary students in comparison with those of postsecandary students in general.
Access and enrollment of blacks in postsecondary education were examined for a
particular point in time—Spring 1976. In addition, it would be highly desirable
to examine completion rates of blacks who enter postsecondary educational programs;
unfortunately, the SIE data base does not provide.the kinds of longitudinal data

- that would be néeded to examine that aspect of educatjiohal equity.




