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PLANS FOR A NEW GI EDUCATION PROGRAM
FOR THE ALL-VOLUNTEER MILITARY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1982 _ N

HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EMPLOYMENT.
Washington, D.C.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9 a.m., in room
334, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Robert W. Edgar (chair-
man of the subcommittee) presiding.

Members present: Representatives Edgar, Dowdy, and Siljander.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN EDGAR

Mr. EpGar. The Subcommittee on Education, Training, and Em-
ployment will come to order.

I have a short opening statement I would like to read. Then we
will hear from the Honorable Duncan Hunter, who will testify on
H.R. 1400 and other educational bills. Then we will receive testimo-
ny from four panels.

We think that the hearing this morning can go fairly rapidly, i
but we also feel very strongly that this is an important hearing, |
probably the last in a long series of formal hearings to determine |
the need and the value of a GI educational program. |

This is the eighth formal hearing of the House Committee on
Veterans' Affairs and its Subcommittee on Education, Training,
and Employment scheduled to review the plans for a new GI educa- |
tion program for the all-volunteer military. ‘ |

Last year the committee amended and reported H.R. 1400, “The |
Veterans’ Educational Assistance Act of 1981,” originally intro-
duced by the chairman of the full committee, Congressman
“Sonny” Montgomery.

. Our decision to develop H.R. 1400 was based on the recommenda-
tion of the President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, who had
campaigned on the promise of a restoration of the GI bill.

Passage of the legislation was encouraged by Acting Assistant |

» Secretary of Defense for Manpower, Reserve Affairs and Logistics,

Robert A. Stone, who stated before our subcommittee on March 19,
1981, the.following:

Let me assure this committee that the Department of Defense is committed to the

development and implementation of an effective educational incentives program for

military personnel. Both President Reagan and Secretary Weinberger have made
this commitment publicly.

()
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The Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, Gen. Edward C. Meyer, gave
hi% gtrong support for a new program, very similar in scope to H.R.
1400. .

The manpower chiefs of the uniformed services, two of whom are
here again today, described the utter failure of the contributory
education program, “The Veterans’ Educational Assistance Pro-

am,” VEAP, which was thrown together to replace the Vietnam-
era GI bill in 1976. .

They called for a new GI bill with meaningful benefits that
would translate into a valuable recruitment and retention incen-
tive for all-volunteer military service. .

Veterans' organizations, military organizations, and the educa- .
tional community all endorsed the proposal as an investment in
the soldier and an investment in the citizen.

But our most valuable testimony came from field hearings. Well
over 100 active duty personnel from all the services expressed their
deep frustration with the failure of VEAP, and recruiters and
career counselors told us tales of the dangers of a Rube Goldberg
make-do program that few understood and even fewer would actu-
ally benefit from. -

They said to us: “Give us the tools, and we can build a quality
defense force that represents the true cross section of American
youth. We need to get more out of serving our country than just a
paycheck and a slap on the back. Give us a GI bill. Make it simple,
easy for recruiters to explain and parents and recruits to under-
stand. Make it equitable, but above all, make it permanent. It is
time to stop switching signals on the All-Volunteer Force.”

So we reported H.R. 1400, with the continuing assurance from
the Department of Defense that they, too, would bring a proposal
for a new educational assistance program to Capitol Hill.

. Despite these assurances, Dr. Lawrence Korb, Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense for Manpower, Reserve Affairs, and Logistics, came
before our subcommittee with no recommendation on March 11. I
must express my own frustration and deep concern over this
action. Qnce again, the signal switch has been thrown on the All
Volunteer Force.

This action by the Department of Defense was made, as I under-
stand it, primarily by budget considerations, despite the fact that
funding for the program either already exists through existing
sources or could be available, but the Department of Defense
played a game of budget blackmail with the services saying:

We know you want the new GI bill. If you want it that bad, you are going to have .
to pay for it. You are going to have to pay for it yourselves, and we are not going to
let you ask for any more money to fund it even in the out-years.

I think that kind of statement really speaks for itself. There was
not much motivation there, but we can work out the funding prob-
lems, I believe, if we get cooperation from this committee and the
Armed Services Committee.

The Department of Defense’s position was also excused because
of recent, positive recruiting trends for the Armed Forces which
stem not from the value of any educational program, but from the
highest unemployment rates in decades. Evidence will show that
these trends are only temporary. Hopefully, the economy will get
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better. Unfortunately, the present, outdated education program
will not.

I do not think you should wait until it rains to fix the roof, and
hopefully, we will start fixing the roof again this morning.

We have as our first witness Hon. Duncan Hunter, Member of
the House of Representatives.

Duncan, we are pleased to have you here this morning, and we
ask you to give us your statement, summarize it in any way you
wish. Your full statement will be made a part of the record.

STATI}MENT OF HON. DUNCAN HUNTER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALJFORNIA

Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to testify before the subcommittee today. I highly commend
this committee for its continued interest in providing educational
benefits for military personnel.

As you know, Mr. Chairman, 3 weeks agc the Department of De-
fense testified before a joint hearing of this subcommittee and Mili-
tary Personnel and Compensation Subcommittee of the Armed
Services Committee, and in that hearing, they declined to endorse
a new GI bill, citing improved recruitment statistics and the cost of
the program.

They proposed to continue the current VEAP program with a
supplemental or kicker option through fiscal year 1983.

I am here this morning, Mr. Chairman, to tell you that despite
the Defense Department’s position, I am still in favor of a new GI
bill, and I continue to strongly support H.R. 1400.

I am not going to go into all the reasons for my support, since I
have made that position known in the past. I will just mention a
couple of things which struck me as I listened to the Defense De-
partment testify at the joint hearing several weeks ago.

First, when we talk of a new GI bill, we are talking of .4 program
that is going to have a major impact on military manpower for-the
next decade. DOD has taken a short-term view of the- situation,
which is essentially a wait-and-see attitude. They want to put off
consideration of a new GI bill for at least a year.

However, I think the time to act is right now—1 or 2 years of
good recruiting statistics does not necessarily solve the manpower
shortage that we have incur =d over the last decade, and it does
not address the manpower needs for the next decade. We should
act now to address the long-term situation.

Second, I do not think DOD’s proposals do much to affect the
quality of life of the military member. It has been said that one
way to recruit and retain quality personnel is to treat the military
member as a first-class citizen, and I believe that to be a very com-
mendable attitude, and I am committed to doing everything that I
can to further that goal. )

One thing that we can do to further both of these goals is to pro-
vide an educational benefit to the serviceman. I have said this
before, and I repeat now, that the greatest thing a young person
can give to the Nation is military service, and the greatest thing
that the Nation can give to its young people is an education.

- 8
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I know, and I am sure you agree, that VEAP does not, and will
not, add to the quality of life or make the service member feel like
a first-class citizen.

A cash-bonus program, while it may or may not be an efficient,
cost-effective method for recruiting and retaining high-quality per-
sonnel, just does not add much to the quality of life. It may make
the service member feel good to have a big chunk of cash in his
p}(l)cket, but we all know that it may be only a very temporary
thing.

An education.is something that will have a lifelong impact and
will do more than anything else to improve the quality of life of
that service member.

There is one thing about the DOD’s position that was expressed .
and manifested in that hearing that I commend, and I would lixe
to bring it to your attention, and that very simply is your proposal
to extend the 1989 limiting date on the current GI bill until 10
years after an eligible member leaves the service.

4 I have heard testimony both from the DOD and from the Navy
that the current limiting date is very important to them. Statistics
show that 41 percent of third-term service members listed the 1989
def:dline as the primary reason they were leaving the service, when
asked.

I think it is clear that the 1989 deadliue is a serious drain on
‘military manpower. A3 each month goes by, we are losing highly
trained, experienced personnel. This drain is serious; it is occurring
now; and it is seriously affecting our military readiness.

While I realize that a new GI bill will take care of this situation,
and I will continue to press for prompt passage of a new bill, we
simply cannot wait to see if we are going to get a new bill. I would i
hope that the committee sees the urgency of the situation, and I 4
hope we-can work together to find a solution to this problem as :
soon as possible.

Mr. Chairman, just very bfiefly, as you know, I had a GI bill
forum in San Diego last year, and we had 39 witnesses who repre-
sented thousands of military people, primarily Na people in the
San Diego community, and they took polls and had discussions and
bull sessions, and they came up with a number of ideas concerning

the GI bill.
I would like to very briefly recount several of their statemen /
concerning the VEAP program and the GI bill.

What motivated one person that I did meet, who participated in
VEAP, I asked, “‘What motivated you to participate in the VEAP
program, the voluntary Program?’ That was personnelman Jose A’
Valdez. His answer was, “It’s better-than nothing.”

My next question to another gentleman: “How about GI benefits
for critical skills?” .

The answer: “I have a friend who is a fire control technician due -
to re-enlist. He'll get a $14,000 bonus. If I re-enlist, I'll be Jucky to
get a good set of orders.” I think that this depicts a serious problem ‘

\

. that we have in the services right now, and that is the disparity of
treatment in skills, and I think that goes a long way to promoting
the idea that we are creating some type of a mercenary force.

Along with that is the notion that we are becoming so complicat-
ed that it is very difficult fof a young service member or their ]

\‘l‘ . 9 »
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family to be able to tell what they are going to get if this your<
person joins the service, and in my estimation, they should be able
to analyze the benefits that are available without having to retain
an attorney. ,

As you inow, the GI bill is something that is known to most
people in the country, that the family can sit around the breakfast
table, and they can discuss it. They w'll know what they are going
to get. They are going to know that they will not have to be in
what is considered a critical skill to be able to receive those bene-
fits, and I think that is important.

Another point that was skipped over by the DOD several weeks
ago that I think is important to remember is the fact that right
now, I believe, we are spendi%g about $1.4 billion in recruiting or
in advertising to support this Volunteer Force. -

In my estimation, if we had a GI bill which has a reputation and
which is believed to be solid by the American public, we could sub-
stantially reduce that advertising. That was not figured in or was
not considered by Mr. Korb in his statement.

Another statistic that I thought was important was the recent
statistic that was released by the Secretary of the Navy to the
effect that they have saved now in pilot training some $450 billion
by improving retention in the last year, and that brings up the fact
that we have investments, training investments, in our skilled per-
sonnel anywhere from around $100,000 for the average petty officer
to close to $1 million for our pilots.

Again, in my estimation, the GI bill, and particularly this bill
with its transferability provisions, would greatly enhance that re-
tention. It would more than pay for itself in the training invest-
ment dollars that are saved. .

Let me give you just a couple more statements by some of the
people that attended this forum on March 21, 1981.

These are direct quytes: “The transferability option is of the
greatest importance to me as a retention incentive.”” That was a
chief petty officer.

“Let’s face it. Education is the most iraportant proposition you
can offer a persou in today’s world. To live better, you must be
better educated,” a seaman.

“A participatory education program was a mistake, and the GI
bill should be brought back’ ASAP,” a petty officer.

“st bring back the GI bill we had in the first place,” a sergeant
major, U.S. Marine Corps.

“If you want better (}uality personnel in the military, bring back
the GI bill. It's as simple as that,” a petty officer.

The statements go on and on, Mr. Chairman, and I would simply
close by saying that it was the overwhelining conclusion of all of

_the witnesses who participated, including a reenlistment specialist,
that the VEAP program is not working, and that a GI bill, and par-
ticularly a GI bill with transferability features, would be a great
tool in aiding retention and recruiting.

. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

/ [:I‘_h]e prepared statement of Congressman Hunter appears on
VA I DN

Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much for your taking the time today

to come and, once again, articulate your strong feelings about a

19
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new GI bill. May I invite you, if you have the time, to stay and
listen to some of our panels.

I think you make a wise point about the training savings, i,
fact, we eliminated VEAP and ultra-VEAP and if, in fact, w6 put
in place a GI bill that perhaps would not necessitate expending
what the Defense Department estimated was about a $3.3 billion
price tag to lift the 1989 delimiting date. -

We did some research and discovered that the total cost.of H.R.

1400 through 1990 will cost less than lifting the delimiting date. r

If we add to that the training savings and savings in all these
other programs, I think we have the funds available, with a little
help from our friends, to put in place a long-term, consistent, equi-
table, permanent GI education program for retention and recruit-
ment purposes. You have been very effective in articulating that
point both last year and this year.

Hopefully, within the next 6 weeks we can make sure that it be-
comes a reality, at least through the House. ]

Mr. HuNTeR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, you mentioned cne point, one further point I

would like to bring up that you have touched on. To recruit, and
train, and maintain one boiler technician in the Navy through 14
years, we must recruit and train 16 people to get one of them to a
14-year level. To get one operation specialist to a 14-year level, we
must recruit and train 24 individuals, and to get one electronics
technician to a 14-year level, we must recruit and train 15 individ-
uals.
So I think that t‘de potential dollars that we could save through
H.R. 1400, which has made the GI bill a retention tool, would be
very beneficial to the Government and would offset the cest that is
projected.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you for your statement.

I would like to call now our first panel of military personnel: Lt.
Gen. Maxwell Thurman, Vice Adm. Lando Zech, Jr., Lt. Gen. E. J.
Bronars, Maj. Gen. William R. Usher, and Adm. R. P. Cueronri.

Gentlemen, we appreciate your coming this morning.

Before you begin your testimony, I would like to apologize to
each of you and to each of your services. Recently, we held a joint
hearing with the Armed Services Committee, and many of you and
your counterparts took & great deal of time and ef%(_)rt to come and
sit Patiently behind a civilian witness as he testified for the De-
partment of Defense. It was my hope that we would have the time .
and the opportunity to question each of you on your personal feel-
ings, as well as your professional feelings, on how an educational
program might help or hurt your particular services.

We did not have the opportunity at that time to question you, R
and I apologize for taking your tirc2 and your energies, and I really
appreciate your taking the time to be there.

One aspect, even though it was an inconvenience to some of you,
you had a chance to hear Dr. Korb’s statement in total and some of
the questions that were asked of him. As we begin today, and move
into your statements this morning, I hope that you will reflect not
only on the prepared remarks that you have, the comments that
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you want to make today, but also any questions that you would
like to respond to of that previous hearing.

Now, let me begin by going down*thtough each of the services
and give you an opportunity to make an opening statement, if you
like, and then we will move to questions.

Let’s start with General Thurman.

STATEMENT OF LT. GEN. MAXWELL R. THURMAN, DEPUTY CHIEF
OF STAFF FOR PERSONNEL, US. ARMY -

General THURMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

First of all, we appreciate the opportunity—I am sure that I
:speak for my colleagues—t6 speak before you, and second, on
behalf of the men and women of the Armed Forces, we apnreciate
the extent to which the Congress has helped all of us in terms of
passing the pay raises in the last 2 years, which have materially
assisted our young men and women to stay with us. .

I did not really have a prepared statement, but let me just sum-
marize what I understand the current Department of Defense posi-
tion is, and that is that they prefer to continue the VEAP with
kickers through fiscal year 1983 and extend the GI bill delimiting
date. Incidentally, the U.S. Army, with an end strength of about
785,000, has about 335,000 people on active duty who are eligible
for the Vietnam-era GI bill. Most of these would be affected if the
delimiting date is not taken care of.

Now, as the Army’s recruiter for the last 2 years and now the
DCSPER, one of the things that is essential is that we get a long-
term educaticnal incentive program that is not subject to the vaga-
ries of year-by-year determination. There is a marketing approach
in all of that. Currently we are on the market with the ultra-VEAP
which, while doing very nicely this year, requires a separate mar-
keting strategy.

When I call it the college education fund, the Army college edu-
cation fund for the ultra-VEAP, it by no means repiesents a GI bill
which is in.the lexicon of every person of America.

As for my personal view, we-need a GI bill, and many of the fea-
tures of the H.R. 1400 are similar to the features that we perceive.
I would just make a couple of comments-about that.

The Army feels that there should be a provision for reservists,
and that is currently not in the bill. The other main feature that
we might disagree with on is officer enfranchisement, and in our
case, because most of our officers come to us from the U.S. Military
Academy or the ROTC and, therefore, the Government, in some
way or another, has had a hand in educating them, and so we per-
ceive that it may not be necessary for officers. ~

However, it is necessary for warrant officefs who grow through
the ranks as enliste' personnel before they become warrant ofii-
cers. !

So with that as a ‘general notion, you have my personal view as
to what we need, sir. .

Mr. EpGAR. Thank you very much for your candid statement. I
have some specific questions for you, but I would like to give each
of the services an opportunity to give at least aa opening comment.

- Vice Admiral Zech.

12
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STATEMENT OF VICE ADM. LANDO W. ZECH, JR,, DEPUTY CHIEF
OF STAFF FOR NAVAL OPERATIONS, FOR MANPOWER, PERSON-
NEL, AND TRAINING, U.S. NAVY

Admiral ZegH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I do not have a formal statement.

I have testified before this committee previously, and our Navy
position has not changed. Navy does support a noncontributory
educational benefit program. We realize that, as I hav» héard you »
state before, Mr. Chairman, that patriotism should be rewarded. I
believe that is a very fundamental issue that we are deliberating
today, and I think that it shows your view of education as it applies
to our country, as opposed to an education bill that might be spe- -
afically viewed as just a recruiting or even a retention enticement.

An education bill, in my view, is very important for our country.

It is something that our country receives great benefit from and
could certainly be viewed as one of the more significant benefits to
our country, as well as to our military services.

In the Navy, we view the educatios.al bill as an entitlement as
opposed to what one could term a “force management” tool. In
other words, we look upon the educaticnal bil! as one that should
be universally applied to officers as well as enlisted.

Our officers do not all come from the Naval Academy or from
ROTC units. Many of them come from our officer candidate pro-
gram after having paid their way through college. )

We believe that the educational bill should be a noncontributory
bill and should be funded by the Veterans’ Administration We be-
lieve that provisions should be included in a GI bill which would
encourage people to stay in the service rather than get out of the
service. In other words, it should be properly structured to encour-
age reenlistment, as well as encourage initial recruitment.

We believe that a properly structured-GI bill would be very bene-
ficial for our country as well as for the military services.

When we have been asked this year to fund the bill ourselves, we
have looked very carefully at this proposal, and we have concluded
that in the short term, this year, we could not, in good conscience,
fund the GI bill from the Navy resources that we have now.

On the other hand, for the future, looking at a declining market
where we face essentiaily a 24-percent reduction in qualified males
between now and 1994, and also the possibility of an improving
economy, we see the need in the years ahéad, and how many years
ahead we are not sure, but we do see that'in the years ahead there .
will undoubtedly be the necessity of briniing in the quality people
we need from a great cross section of our country.

In order to do that, we believe that an educational bill would be
aft:necessary and important part of our recruiting and retention
effort. '

I would conclude by saying again that we look at an educational
bill as an entitlement, as something that is good for the country, as
well as good for the services. In looking at it from that broad view-
point, we believe it should be funded by our country and not taken
out of Navy resources.
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With that in mind, Mr. Chairman, we would support the GI bill.
However, we would support VEAP for the short term during this
coming year, if we have to fund the educational program.

I would close by saying that we believe, as you do, Mr. Chairman,
that patriotism should be rewarded, and that a GI bill would be
good for our country as well as for the military services.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Mr. EpGar. Thank you very much for that statement.

Lieutenant General Bronars. -

STATEMENT OF LT. GEN. E. J. BRONARS, DEPUTY CHIEF OF
STAFF FOR MANPOWER, U.S. MARINE CORPS

General BronARS. I am pleased to be here, Mr. Chairman.

I do not have a prepared statement.

I believe the main approach to educational benefits that I heard
Mr. Korb express was to use educational benefits as a means of
managing the levels in certain skill areas, in particular those areas
that are experiencing personnel shortages. That is a different ap-
proach than what we look for in a GI bill that is an entitlement.

We believe that the more narrow approach being taken by the
Department of Defense will not expand the marketplace and a true
GI bill, universally applied, would. We feel there are great benefits
to be derived from a GI bill in terms of attracting the quality
young men and women whom all of the services need to man our
sophisticated weapons systems and equipment that will be fielded
in the 1980’s, and the demand for that quality will be greater and
greater.

While the availability of quality young men and women graduat-
ing from the high schools will diminish substantially over these
same years and, as you pointed out in your opening statement,
when the economy improves, we would expect that the competition
for this quality from industry will almost mandate that we have an
attraction such as a true GI bill educational benefit package that
would influence young people to come in the military to serve their
country.

We like many of the provisions of H.R. 1400 because it not only
provides an incentive for enlisting but also provides an inducement
for remaining on acti. duty and, indeed, encourages an individual
to make the military a career. We like all of those provisions, and
we think that the thrust of H.R. 1400 would provide the necessary
support for the All Volunteer Force that we feel will be needed in
the 1980’s.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Epgar. Thank you for that very good statement.

Major General Usher.

STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM R. USHER, DIRECTOR OF
) PERSONNEL PLANS, US. AIR FORCE

General Uster. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the opportunity to
appear before you this morning on behalf of the Air Force.

I want to thank you on behalf of all the men and women in the
Air Force for your support for the educational benefit system.
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Like the other witnesses, I do not have a prepared statement; but
I would like to make a few introductory remarks.

The Air Force feels strongly that we need a new educational as-
sistance program to support the All Volunteer Force over the long

. haul, both in pursuit of recruiting and career retention object«ves.

As my boss, General Iosue pointed out when he testified before
this committee last year, if you look down the road in the 1980’s,
we are expanding the size of the Air Force. The other services are
expanding. The technological content of the Air Force is increas-
ing. We expcct more competition for critical skills from private in-
dustry, and as pointed. out by General Bronars, the youth cohort
from which we recruit is declining out through the remainder of
this decade.

So sustaining a quality All Volunteer Force is going to be a
tougher proposition, and we think that a sound, constant, predict-
able, understandable educational benefit program is going to be
very important to sustaining that quality that we need to provide
the combat capability of our Armed Forces.

In the short term, it is true that we are meeting our recruiting
and retention objectives quite well, thanks to the help of the Con-
gress in that regard, but also we have everything going for us. Un-
employment is high. In our unique idiom, airline hiring is way
down. We have had the pay raises we’ve mentioned, and of course,
there has been increased national awareness of the importance of
our Armed Forces.

But those trends, I should point out, could change very quickly,
and as you so aptly put it, you do not fix the roof when it is rain-
ing. You do that in fair weather so that you are ready for the
storms ahead.

But given the guidelines that were placed on us by OSD, where
we were asked to fund any program that we desired out of current
resources, we just felt that the programs that we had laboriously
put together by trading off within our own budget, were needed
programs and ones that we could not trade away in the short term,
and therefore, we felt very strongly that we could not go ahead at

- this time and fund such a program out of our own resources.

I think our concern also stems from another two points. First of
all, we felt that an infinitely variable, by skill, by service, by year
kind of program would be very difficult for potential recruits, as
well as people already on board, to understand and comprehend It
would be very difficult to administer because, of course, the payout
years, if you will, exceed 30.

Further, we thought it missed the point, as poiated out by other
witnesses, that we were not really after a force managerr nt tool
here. We were after a tool that gave us a firm foundation, an un-
derpinning, and felt it very important ‘that at least most aspects of
the program be constant and common among the services.

We believe the basic benefits should be noncontributory and be-
lieve there ought to be a second tier, as well as transferability for
purposes of retaining highly skilled, costly trained individuals, and
we feel very strongly, in the case of the Air Force, that officers
should be covered. We have basically three reasons.
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First of all, in the Air Force, it is our officers who primarily
carry the fight to the enemy in the first place, and for reasons of
equity, we believe that they must be included.

Second, while they serve in the Air Force, they sometimes serve
in skills such as weapons controllers, missilemen, where they ac-
quire skills that are not easily transferable to the civilian sector
when they do leave.

Third, we also get many of our officers from other than ROTC
and the Academy, and some of those degrees which they acquire
are perishable, and they, too, have in many cases a problem in
making the transition back to civilian life.

We think the payback from a program such as this would be
very considerable to society as a whole, and we also think there
would be some internal offset in terms of better quality, lower at-
trition, and so forth.

So we think the time is now to put the structure on the books at
least, to maintain a quality AVF over the comihg decade.

Mr. EbGaR. Admiral Cueronni.

STATEMENT OF ADM. R. P. CUERONNI, CHIEF OF PERSONNEL,
U.S. COAST GUARD

Admiral CueroNNI. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for in-
viting the Coast Guard to appear before you this morning.

I think I can very succinctly put-our comments-on-the floor. We
think the bill is great. We would like to have it, but the simple fact
is we cannot afford it.

1 speak now from my own personal standpoint. I think I would
support everything the gentlemen at the table have said. We would
like to have a GI bill, one that is simple, easy to administer, one
that is noncontributory, but if we cannot have that, we would like
to see the GI bill extended beyond 1989, and as a last resort, we
would support VEAP.

Thank you, sir.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much for your very strong state-
ments.

I wish we had a group of sergeant-at-arms that could go out and
get Mr. Korb and Mr. Weinberger and a number of other people to
come and to hear your statements.

I am a bit confused. We had Mr. Korb come and give a very ar-
ticulate statement, and the bottom line of his statement was that
the Department of Defense does not want a GI bil’ this year.

You heard Mr. Weinberger say that it makes sense to have a GI
bill, and we have many quotes from the President of the United
States Ronald Reagan, in his strong support for education as an
incentive for recruitment and retention.

We have over 125 Members of the House and many Members of
the Senate who have cosigned legislation to support a GI bill, and
we have all 5 of you coming in and saying, if I can summarize each
of your statements, to the question, do we need a GI bill, the
answer is yes. To the other question, can we afford to pay for it
under the rules and regulations that the Department of Defense
has requested, there is some hesitancy. Probably the answer is no
to that question.
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I fantacize on the MX missile if we had to pay for it out of petty
cash or even the M-1 tank, if we had to go and ask the question,
can we afford that. What we can afford, I think what I heard at
least some of the people out in the field and the recruiters saying is
that we need a simple, permanent, understandable education enti-
tlement not only for recruitment and retention purposes, but to
some degree for strategic purposes. You buy new equipment to
make sure that the all volunteer military has that equipment then ~
you need quality personnel to service that equipment.

Would any of you disagree with that concern or have any com-
ments about the value of highly educated and highly qualified per-
sonnel to run some of the sophisticated equipment that we are

. funding within the service?
Admiral ZEcH. I would be pleased to respond, Mr. Chairman, if I

may.
B);cause the Navy has had a unique problem in the past few
years regarding a shortage of petty officers, which you have heard
about before, and as we look to the future and see the achieve-
ments we have made in the § ast year with the support of Congress,
wfe really made a rather remarkable turnaround in our retention
efforts. .
We see our retention going up in all areas which gives us the
confidence that we can indeed man our Navy of the future. We
can, at the same time, improve readiness in the fleet as we are
growing our Navy.
However, we are well aware of the fact that our Navy is getting
more sophisticated and more technical, and.we do foresee the need
for more technical people in our Navy in the future. Therefore, it is - -
nece?sary that we take initiatives to retain these highly trained
people. - .
This is why the Navy is also very interested in the extension of
the 1989 date. Petty officers that we have in the Navy, some
200,000 of them now, are eligible for that bill and do put the loss of
the GI bill very high on their list of concerns that influence their
decision to reenlist or not.
These are the very techrical people that we are talking about
who are interested in education, who believe in education, and we
foresee in the future—I am looking 3 and 4 to 5, 10, 15 years ahead
now—that as our Navy gets more technical, as we need to put
more technical people into our Navy and into our ships, aircraft
and weapons systems, that the Navy will need greater numbers of .
high quality people to come in the Navy and remain in our Navy.
Certainly an education bill provides the incentive to build an in-
creasingly sophisticated and quality Navy of the future.
Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much. v -
General Thurman.
General THURMAN. Just one quick add-on to that. ‘
Except for the last 5 years or so and a brief period at the end of
the 1940's, every serviceman or woman who has entered the Armed .
Forces of America since July 31, 1940, has had some sort of educa-
tional stipend associated with the GI bill, and if you look at the
language back in the 1966 act, the first time in that says “enhance
and make more attractive service in the Armed Forces of the .
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United States.” It does not talk about paying off the disamenity as |
the No. 1 principle from which we come. |

Now, in the case of the Army, the Congress has legislated several
controls for us which we are happy to live with. One is to make
sure we get at least 65-percent high school diploma graduates per
year in the male category, and the other is moving in 1983 down to
not more than 20 percent of category IV.

. I will tell you flat out, as long as the current educational loan
grant program, running at anywhere from $5 to $6 billion based
upon however the Congress acts on the current budget before it,
the U.S. Army is going to have to have some sort of long-term edu-

. cational program in order to make both its own and the congres-
sional mandate. So we have to have that in the down-range view.

Mr. Epgar. Thank you.

Would anyone like to comment before me? I have some com-
ments I would like to make.

General BRONARS. We would probably all have to say that we do
not necessarily need a GI bill today, but I think we would all agree
that in the immediate future it will certainly be important to have
one in place. We ought to move on it now.

I would like to give you some statistics which should remove any
doubt as to the value of educational benefits or the attraction that
educational benefits has for our youngsters. Our recruiting statis-
tics show that in December 1976, the last montb that an individual
could be eligible for the Vietnam-era GI bill, the Marine Corps en-
listed 7,209 young men. That was 3,075 above what we expected to
enlist, and it turns.out that it was 218 percent higher than the
average nonthly enlstment for the next 9 months and 46 percent
higer than the average monthly enlistment for the previous 9

- _ months, Tells me that young people were joining the services in

December 1976 because they perceived-that.educational benefits of
that nature provided great value to-them as individuals. o
Mr. Epcar. Let me ask all of you some specific questions, and let
me start with ‘General Thurman.
Can you tell me who made the decision that the services would
have to fund the GI bill out of their own pockets?
General THURMAN. We received on February 5, a request from
the Deputy Secretary of Defense to reply by February 16, to Secre-
tary Korb on a proposal under the accrual methodology and some
(()}tlhgrl 1speciﬁc parameters that he specified if we wanted to fund the
111,
At the same instant, the budget had been put to bed for 1983. As
a matter of fact, it was submitted to the Congress on February 8.
So we had been in the process, at least in the Army, of wrestling
the budget down, getting the final marks on that, putting the gal-
leys together, having it printed for distribution on February 8.
It was almos. an impossibility at the instant for us to go back
and jerry-rig the programs to on an accrual basis come up with
$300 million plus in the case of the Army for funding at that par-
ticular time. |
Mr. Epcar. Did the services have any opportunity to offer an ar- ‘
gument to this decision? |
General THURMAN. We sent back a paper in our case on Febru- |
ary 25 that stated that given the ground rules, we-could not afford |
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it for 1983, although we preferred to go to a GI bill. We could not
afford it under the circumstances given.

Mr. Epcar. We put $170 million in the VA budget for the first-
year costs of H.R. 1400. Are you aware that that first-year cost does
not kick in until 1985?

General THURMAN. I am not aware of that, sir.

Mr. EpGar. Can you give me other instances where the Defense
Department would have come to you .under this similar kind of cir- v
cumstance? Do you remember a time or an issué where they came
to éou like this?

eneral THURMAN. I am relatively newly arrived in the Depart-
ment since August 1. That is the first time that has occurred on ¢
my watch.

Mr. EpGAR. You talked a little bit about the VEAP and the ultra-
VEAP program in your opening statement. Let me ask you a spe-
cific question. Do you believe the super-VEAP will take the place of
the GI bill this year or in the future?

General Thurman. I will call it the ultra-VEAP, since that is the
$15,200 program we have for a 2-year term in service and the
$20,100 program after 3 and 4 years. That will not do it in the long
haul under the notion that we are separating on a preferential
basis. Only those people who can get that are the upper scoring
youngsters who score above 50 on the Armed Forces qualification
test, and incidentally, that program will cost us in the long run
$200 million a year, whereas the GI bill, under the notion of the
H.R. 1400 with some minor modifications and even enfranchise-
ment of reserves, the maximum rate is only $641 million for the
U.S. Army. That includes the Reserves.

The delta value for the Army between the ultimate cost of the
ultra-VEAP continuned on ad infinitum is a $400 million problem.

Mr. Epcar. This is a question I would like to ask each of you, but
let me start with you, General Thurman.

" Suppose-money. was_not_a problem and that the Congress of the

United States funded adequately H.R. 1400, passed it in"the-House; -
passed it in the Senate, the President signed it into law as is, that

is, with the five basic provisions, provision No. 1 being a loan for-
giveness provision, provision No. 2 being $300 a month for 36
months for 3 years of service, a $600 benefit for the second tier of
reenlistment benefit, if you serve 6 years you get $600, fourth, item

of transferability, being able to transfer up to $600 a month for 36
months to your dependents if you stay beyond the 10th year and
commit yourself to a career in the all-volunteer military, and final- .
ly at the discretion of the secretaries, the ability to have a leave of
absence provision, those five major provisions.

Sngpose that was passed out of the House, out of the Senate, on
the President’s desk, signed into law without amendment. What .
would be, first, the negative of that, and second, what would be the
positive of that?

General Thurman. On the negative side, there is one feature that
you did not recount that has been the Army position and was rati-
fied, I guess, by the CBO studies, as well as the Rand Corp. studies.
That is the discretion of the Secretary of the Defense Department,
to provide for a kicker, It is universally considered that since the
Army is. running No. 3 in the marketplace with American youth
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there has to be som.e sort of kicker for critical skills. That is, the
major negative I find in the statement that you jus{ issued, sir. If
that was included, I could find no negatives in it. I céuld find only
positives.

Mr. EpGAr. Thank you. .

We do have a kicker in cur legislation. Do you think that the
kicker as presently stated in the legislation is adequate.

General Thurman. No, you just did-not recount that.

Mr. EDGAR. I see. . .

General THURMAN. ] just wanted to make that clear.

The last comment I will make about that——
k.l\;l{r. EpGar. My staff is kicking me because I did not include the

icker.

General THURMAN. The last thing that I indicated in my opening
comment was that we do favor the Reserve forces being a partici-
pant in the GI bill at a rate that is commensurate with the Reserve
service, as opposed to the Active service, on a differential basis.

Mr. Epgar. Thank you. ,

Admiral Zech, before I get to your specific questions, let me ask
you that same question so that it is fresh in our mind. If H.R. 1400
was passed as is, with all of its provisions, what would be the nega-
tive for the Navy and then what would be the positive?

Admiral ZecH. The negative for the Navy would be only that we
would prefer to see some minor modifications to the bill. {f it were
passed, we would prefer to see the second tier raised to 8 years in-
stead of 6 years in order to provide people incentive to serve longer
in order to get the maximum benefit, in other words, use that as a
retention feature.

We would also prefer to see the transition feature modified for
those covered by the Vietnam-era GI bill. As is, it penalizes those
who transition because they have to serve considerably more time
under H.R. 1400 to get the same benefit that they have already
earned. The{]should have the option, in my view, to keep the provi-
sions of the Vietnam-era bill beyond 1989.

The-third-provision.is the kicker. We do not believe that kickers
are appropriate in‘an education bill. We believe the education bill
should be simple, universally applied, and not a tool o manage re-
cruiting difficulties. L

Mr. EpGar. May I interrupt you at.that point?

Admiral ZecH. Yes, sir.

Mr. Epcagr. I respect your opinion and your position for your par-
ticular service. Am I hearing you right that you are saying that
you do not believe that the kicker is necessary. But suppose the bill
l;:gsied with a kicker. You would have the discretion not to use the

icker.

Admiral ZecH. We appreciate that, and we would probably not
use the kicker. If it were applied for the Army, we naturally would
like the option of using it if we had to, but my point, Mr. Chair-
man, is that there are other ways to accommodate the situation
that the kicker is designed for.

For example, bonuses. We believe that bonuses are the proper
way to address the problem rather than the kicker in the GI bill,
which applies only to specific people or to critical skills. It can be
demoralizing for many people, as Mr. Hunter testified earlier. You
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heard him say that some young people recognize that their ship-
mates get a large bonus, and they are just hoping for a good set of
orders.

Likewise, a good GI bill, we believe, should apply to shipmates
equally. :

On the positive side though, we believe that H.R. 1400, with the
features that I have mentioned as possible exceptions, would be a
very acceptable bill and would enhance readiness in our Navy. .

We also, agree that some provision for reserves should be added
to the bill, but we believe that it should be based on active service,
and therefore provide some reduced benefit for reserves.

Mr. Epcar. Now, the question that I have for you—you answered .
partially in tMe opening statement. From testimony last year, the
subcommittee heard that the Navy is anticipating retention prob-
lems arising from termination of the Vietnam-era GI bill in 1989.

Would you briefly describe the scope of the problem? .
Admiral Zecs. Yes, sir. We have some 200,000 people who are
. eligible for the GI bill, the Vietnam-era GI bill, as it is now. In our
surveys of people who are leaving the Navy, the interest in the GI
bill has been climbing on the list of reasons for leaving, to the
point that it is now one of the primary reasons that people are
leaving the service. ]

Some of the petty officers we are losing are putting that down as
their first and most important reason. Admiral Hayward visited
Europe recently, and at one of the bases, he talked to seven petty
officers who were leaving the Navy. Six of those seven put the GI
bill as their top reason.for leaving the service. In other words, they
did not want to lose the benefits of the GI bill, and that was the
reason they were leaving the service.

Mr. Epgar. What I am hearing you say then is that educational
benefits or the lack of them because of imperfect program or be-
cause of a termination date can either be an incentive or a disin-
centive for retention. .

Admiral ZecH. That is correct. We have 100,000 of our approxi-
mately 500,000 people in the Navy now involved in some kind of
off-duty education program. Our Navy people are very interested in
education, and I might add, that, in my view, 100,000 is a signifi-
cant number when you consider the long deployments of so many
of our people which makes it difficult for them to avail themselves
of these off-duty programs.

Educational benefits are of great interest to our young Navy
people, and I believe that that figure alone, one-fifth of our peopie .
involved in these programs, is indicative of that interest.

Mr. Ep€Ar. One quick fix to your problem is to lift the delimiting
date of 1989, and were you at all shocked at the fact that the ad- l
ministration, while rejecting a permanent, consistent GI bill, was
quickly willing to support a $3.3 billion lifting of the 1989 delimit- |
ing date and simply say that the Defensc Department would pick
up that tab?

Admiral Zecu. Well, I think it was a recognitionr, Mr. Chairman,
of the real need to extend that date. I believe that was the real
reason. I think all the services feel quite similarly that the 1989
date should he extended.
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Mr. Epcar. Thank you. I have additional questions. I would like
to recognize at this point a very active Congressperson and a co-
sponsor of H.R. 1400, Congressman Siljander.

Mr. SiLJANDER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Are you saying that, in your opinion, one of the biggest reasons
that servicemen and women are leaving is because of lack of educa-
tional benefits? Am I reading you correctly?

Admiral Zecu. Not quite. We have a survey, and many reasons

* are put down for leaving the service. The lack of pay and long de-

ployments lead the list, although I might say that, with the efforts

of (gongress, in the past year and a half, long deployments and lack
of pay are now equal, rather than pay being so far in front.

- On the list is the question of the GI bill. The survey asks, What
are your reasons for leaving the service? Individuals then may indi-
cate what level of importance is assigned to the GI bill in their de-
cision to leave the service.

We track these surveys and watch the figures carefully, and
what I am saying is that when considering the propensity to leave
the service, the GI bill is climbing closer to the top of our survey
for the reason that people leave the service. It indicates to us that
the desire to take advantage of the Vietnam-era GI bill is a signifi-
cant reason for people leaving the service.

What we are concerned about is that we have so many of them
eligible for the bill now and that we do not want to lose those petty
officers. So there is a real need to extend that date.

Mr. S1LJaNDER. Would the rest of you agree with that?

General THURMAN. Let me just comment about that. In the
Army, as I indicated, and perhaps you were not here, but we have
about 335,000 people who are currently enfranchised with those
rights. If the right disappears in 1989, then clearly the people who
have those rights are going to take that into consideration with re-
spect to whether or not they should get out in order to take advan-
tage of that. .

Each one of those cases is a person making an individual decision
in his own view. That is a major downer at a time when we are “
trying to keep that long-term career person in.

General Usher. If I could make a point on that, Mr. Congress-
man, it has been asserted that we do not have to worry about that
right now because if you subtract 4 years of coilege from 1989, that
gives you 1985, Well, many of our people, I would say, indeed, most,
could not afford to go to school full time. They would have to hold

. another job, which would probably extend their educational pro-
gram over much more than 4 years. So they are beginning to look
now about getting out, getting a job, and then taking advantage of
the Vietnam-era GI bill.

- Mr. Epcar. If the gentlemen would yield, one point that I think
has to be underscored, and this is why the point is so important is
that one of the arguments that Defense Department used in reject-
ing anf' educational bill was the cost, and yet the cost for extending
the delimiting date for those presently in the service is $3.3 billion.

If you add to that the cost of extending that delimiting date and
making it fair and equitable to Vietnam-era veterans would be far
in excess of the $3.3 billion, and the cost of H.R. 1400 well into the
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1990’s is less than the $3.3 billion that the Defense Department is
willing to spend on this one benefit alone.

I think if we are going to be concerned about recruitment and
retention, that pressure on retention proves that educatign is an
incentive, and if it is going to cost us with the support of -the De-
partment of Defense, the lifting of that 1989 date, which the chair-
man of this committee and some others have not agreed to do, not
myself particularly, but Congressman “Sonny” Monigomery, I
think we really have to raise a question as to whether or not we .
can reform the educational benefits so that those persons will not
feel the pressure to leave. They will have, under H.R 1400, the
benefits if they stay that will be equal to or greater than those
benefits because let’s remember approximately for GI benefits .
under the Vietnam-era legislation, they would get $340 or $350 a
month for 36 months. Under this program they would get $300 a
month for 3 years of service, but most of these people would have 6
years of service and receive $600 a month, which is much more
closely alined to the real cost of education. I think we ought to
make that very clear to those who would rapidly jump on the lift-

* ing of the delimiting date as the answer to what I consider an im-
portant problem, but a very short-term answer to a very long-term
problem.

You still get to the point where those who come in have a very
flip-flop situation with VEAP, ultra-VEAP, super-VEAP, whatever.

xcuse me for taking that time. -

Mr. SILJANDER. I appreciate that. )

Is there any way, or do you already have statistics from all the
branches to substantiate some of these things?

General BroNars. I think it is a fact of life. The Marine Corps is
probably reflective of the situation that exists in all the services.

We have an end strength of 192,000; 65,000 Marines are eligible for
the Vietnam-era GI bill.

Right now we are finding that a good percentage of them are
thinking about getting out, and a greater percentage will be think-
ing about getting out as we get within.a 4-year profile.

What we have to do to eliminate that problem is just to extend
the authorization for taking advantage of the Vietnam-era GI bill
Alternatively, we could allow transferability into a new GI bill that
has. benefits equal to or better than, as Mr. Edgar pointed out, the
one that they are giving up, and either approach would solve the
problem: equally well.

Mr. SILJANDER. I guess just to help substantiate our.argument,
are there statistics that you could supply to us, unless you already .
have, in each of the branches?

General THURMAN. Yes, we run surveys, and we will be happy to |
run that survey—— ‘

Mr. SiLJANDER. I think it would be helpful to me in arguing -
these points that you are presenting with some sort of empirical
data to relate to the rest of our colleagues.

Thank lyou.

[The following was subsequently submitted for the record:]

Respondent Apg!‘ommately 65,000 active duty Marines are still eligible for the
Vietnam Era G.I Bill and are faced with the 1989 delimiting date To determine the

number that would leave the Marine Corps in order to use their G Bill would re-
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1
quire that a survey be conducted since no statistics. are currently available on this
subject, In orderto procure valid results from the survey a Period of 6-8 months
would be required. This would allow time necessary to design, pretest, print, distrib-
ute, administer and analyze the survey.

Although no statistics exist, the Career Planning Branch at Headquarters Marine
Corps has recewgd strong indications from the field that there is concern over the
1989 delimiting date. Many career Marines are indicating they are in a difficult po-
gition of having: to decide between their Marine Corps career and this vanishing

educational opportunity. J. Walter Thompson did a study in 1980 titled “Who Stays/
Who Leaves.” In the study Marines were agked to list those factors which caused
them to conager leaving the Marine Corps. Loss of the G.I. Bill because of the 1989
delimiting date was consistently cited as a “middle of the pack” reason.

Whether this problem will cause the Marine Corps to lose substantial numbers of
careerists is not known, but 1t 18 an important consideration which all G.I Bill eligi-
ble Marines fdace.

Admira} Zecu. We have statistics,}md will supply them to you.?
We have calculated that to extend the 1989 date would cost $126
million for Navy. The costs start in 1990 at $16.6 million and decline
each year out to the year 2015, where it would cost $1 million. The
total would be $126 million for Navy. :

Mr. SisaNpeR. Thank you very much.

Mr. Epcar. We would like to talk to somebody who feels they
can project to 2015, 2016. There are a number of questions we have
about what it would look like then.

Congressman, do you have any additional questions? I have some
specific questions.

Mr. SiLJANDER. No.

Mr. Epcar. All right. General Bronars, I wonder if you might re-
flect on that other umbrella question that I asked about. Suppose
we passed it as is. What would be the negatives and what would be
the positives?

General BRoNARs. My response basically runs parallel to that al-
ready given.

One of the things you are trying to eccomplish in this piece of
legislation is to not only assist recruiting, but to influence reten-
tion. I do not have any problem with 1-month entitlement for 1
month of service, but I sort of lean to Admiral Zech’s formula to
retain personnel on towards 10 years of active service through the
use of a second tier. He mentioned 8, and that seems like a reason-
able number of years of service to expect from an individual to
earn additional educational entitlements.

So, the basic enitlement was 1 year or 9 months of academic en-
titlement for each year of active service, a 4-year academic entitle-,
ment would commit the service member to 4 years of service.

The second tier would add $300 per month increasing the total
entitlement to $600 a month. This would commit the individual to
8 years of service. The final feature, transferability, would influ-
ence personnel into considering the military a career.

As for some of the provisionis you mentioned, I do not support the
provision of providing additional educational assistance for critical
skills. I feel that if we are going to make the GI bill an entitlement
for serving the country, all individuals wearing the uniform, re-
gardless of the skill area to which assigned, should receive compa-
rable entitlements for comparable years of service.

! Retained in committee files
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I do not support the educational leave of absence provision that
you mentioned mainly because we already offer such programs to
give individuals an opportunitx)to complete their degree education.
If we made it an entitlement for everybody to use, it would have a
disruptive, destabilizing effect on our force structure, something we
cannot afford. I would rather see that provision taken out of the
proposed legislation.

Mr. EpGar. You talked about it being destabilizing. Suppose it

was passed over your objections. Could you survive?
hGeneral BRrONARS. Yes, sir. The Marine Corps can survive any-
thing.

. Mr. EpGaRr. I figured that. [Laughter.]

eneral BRONARS. As far as having a general provision in the
legislation for reserve entitlement, I agree with General Thurman
that it is important that we have educational benefits identified for
our Reserve programs. By the same token, the Marine Corps has
been very successful in using the $ucational benefits already
available as part of the selective reserve incentive program. As a
consequence, I think that this legislation does not necessarily need
this provision. ' )

Maybe we will find over time that the application of a GI bill
like H.R. 1400-willrequire expansion of the selective reserve incen-
tive program to pr i%g greater benefits. However, it is doing the
job now and therefore, I'see no necessity for having a reserve provi-
sion in H.R. 1400. - .

Mr. Epcar. If I could interrupt you just a moment, and this
would be helpful to General Thurman as well, Congressman Sonny
Montgomery intends to amend title 10, putting an amendment on
this legislation, of the U.S. Code to provide that a person, both offi-
cer and enlisted, who is a high school graduate, who agrees to serve
6 years or longer in the Reserve or National Guard after Septem-
ber 30, 1981, will ée entitled to $140 a month up to the maximum
of/36 months. So it is a Reserve provision that he intends-to offer to
the legistation in the Armed Services Committee, and I am sure
you will want to support that.

General THURMAN. The Army would support that.

Mr. Epcar. Do you have additional thoughts that you would like
to add at this point?

General THURMAN. No, sir.

Mr. Epcar. You have been very clear in terms of your support,
both here and on the Senate side and in each opportunity that you
have had to.speak on this issue. I am very grateful to you for ar-
ticulating yolur views.

Let me tukn now to the Air Force. General Usher, let me begin
with the ovérall question again about the negatives for you if the
bill were sed. What are the specific negatives that would be a
problem, and then also what would be the positives?

General UsHER. Let me start with the positives first and say that
we think that it is a very good bill, and there is nothing in it that
we could not live with. We think it is well structured the way it is.

Mr. Epcar. We will move to the next witness. [Laughter.]

General UsHer. If we had our druthers, however, we have a few
points that I think?we need to consider, and they are as follows.
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First of all, in the kicker area, we think we need to be conserv-
ative there. W2 probably fall halfway between the Army and the
Navy and the Marines on this. Our reasoning goes like this. We
recognize that there may be particular instances where you want
to use a kicker, but it ought to be quite constrained because we,
like the Navy and the Marine Corps, want to get across the point
that this is a common, constant entitlement program, and it should
not vary much between services.
~ The other reason we have is that we have difficulty when people
want to distribute financial assistance éither in-terms of education-
al benefits or pay or what have you by skill because what may be a
critical skiil in peacetime may find itself turned upside down in
wartime, and after all, that is what our purpose is here, to prepare
to fight a war if we need to.

So what I am saying is in wartime all skills are critical to the
accomplishment of the mission, and it is difficult to rationalize, at
least for us, differentiating too much between them in peacetime.
?ut, of course, we do have to recognize the marketplace, in part, at~
east. ¢

My second point is that we would like to see some refinements to
make it easier for conversion from an old program, from the Viet-
nam-era GI bill, {o a new program rather than requiring everyone
to re-earn the benefit.

There are many people who, for instance, could retire, but they
choose to stay with us. We wart them to stay with us, and if they
reach then a mandatory retirement short of full qualification and
thus would be denied the transferability feature, they may choose
to leave now rather than later, and I think we need to take that
into account.

Finally, I would like to say that we would like to see inservice
use made possible after perhaps as little as a year of service be-
. cause if that enhances the individual's productivity and contribu-
tion to the service, he or she might be happier and choose to stay
with us longer. '

Thank you. -

Mr. Ebcar. Let me just ask you two additional questions. How
should the program be funded?

General UsHER. We think as a minimum the basic benefit that is
afforded to all shou'd be funded by the Veterans' Administration,
particularly as a recognition for services rendered to the country,
and I think you can rationalize the payback on it very well.

Regarding other features, such as the second tier and transfera-
bility, obviously our first preference would be to have those funded
external to the Department of Defense, as well, but if they could
not be, I think we could rationalize them being included in the
DOD budget.

Mr. EpGar. Thank you. Does the Air rorce agree with the results
of the educational assistance test program?

General Usaer. We had quite a number of reservations about it.
It demonstrated certain things, but I do not think we ought to get
carried away with its results.

1 think the two basic assertions have been that an educational
assistance program, of couyse, helps the Army, and I am certain
that it would, but also that a strong educational benefit for one
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service to the exclusion of the others would not hurt recruiting in
the other services, and it is with that second one I find particular
difficulty.

I have concern about the way the test was designed, how it was
implemented, some of the variables that were associated with what
was happening at that time, and how they were analyzed out of the
problem, if you will, and the strength of the evidence that supports
the conclusions drawn. I just do not think it is there. We just .
should not rely on it. ’

Mr. Epcar. Thank you.

I would like to ask unanimous consent to put in the record a
statement that I received from David Schuckers, who is the direc-
tor of government relations as Penn State University, and he
shared a Comptroller General report on the new GI bill with Brian
Clark, who is the_coordinator for veterans' affairs at Penn State,
and he put together an informal memo which, I think, illustrates
the point that you are making, but also that we have heard from
others, and I would like to read from this report, while we will put
the whole statement in the record.

[The full statement of Mr. Schuckers appears on p. 58.] .

Mr. EpgARr. Listen to these just sevéral paragraphs:

The Comptroller General's regort asserts that the Department of Defense test pro-
gram was, althuugh sumewhat flawed, an indicator that some benefit in the form of
increased enhistment could accrue as a result of the high cost educational program
They contend that the Department of Defense test program was well designed
though under-publicized. In fact, based upen the Department of Defense’s complete
mishandling of the current VEAP program, I would maintain that any positive re-
sults from these three additional programs makes a strong case for the efficacy of
educational benefits as a recruitment tool.

Our expenence 1s that virtually no one in the militar establishment understands
VEAP even though it has been 1n effect for five years. The recruiters misapprehend
it and even those enhistees who opt for it can typically find no one to explain its
;_n'tlncacxes, To include three even more comple} options in select areas is to plan ior
ailure.

To say that these test programs were under-publicized is to say the least When
you sent me the author:zing legislation, I attempted for two months to find someone
who knew anything about tt. The VA knew nothing, the recruiters knew nothing,
ROTC knew nothing. In frustration, I directly contacted the Chief of Manpower and
Traiming for the Department of Defense, after failing to unearth anything at the
educational headguarters of all of the services. I was told by this individual that the
programs were in effect and that I probably had not heard of them because Pennsyl
vania was not a test area, The third largest recruiting State is-excluded How this
jives with the Comptroller's repor. which states that the entire country was
is beyond me. . '

|
|

s

The statement goes on to say the following:

A large point in the Comptroller’s argument is to study the issue for a couple of e
- vears and test further, particularly since the economy is having & “salutory” effect
on enhstment. We should, they contend, be careful and not commit to a permanent
GI Bill. This is, of course, absurd since:
A. No GI Bill has ever been permanent. The time limit is discretionary by con
gressional 1iat. . .
B. What we have now, the VEAP program, is as permarient as any has been, |
VEAP participants have ten years to use their benefits. If we were to discontinue
VEAP today, any participant wuu{g have ten years from discharge to use his bene ‘

fits,

VEAP has received little publicity and is terriv y inadequate as an educational
voucher. In spite of this, increasing numbers of veis are opting for it only to find
upon discharge that $75 to $225 per month does not pay the freight v |

The arguments aﬁ_mnst a new GI Bill are weak. In light of the needs of the serv ‘
wces, the proven effectiveness of educational benefits in recruiting high quality |

I
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youth, the eliminativn of general student aid by the Reaganites, and thus the more
gressmg need for an avenue of educational opportumty, the social benefits realized
y an educable military and an educated citizenry, it is no wonder that H.R. 1400
had 123 signatures and nearly unanimous support.
Sorry for all the editorializing. I have seen too many veterans benefit by the GI
Bill n_oi(;o believe that it represents the best investment 1n national defense ever
conceived.

I took the time to read that because Dr. Korb’s statement before
indicated that the VEAP and the super-VEAP or ultra-VEAP were
super programs. I think there is at least some body of evidence and
data to indicate that that may not be the case and that it may be

time to stop the testing programs and get to the long-term pro-

gram.

Let me ask Admiral Cueronni to answer that one question that
all of you have, and then I have just a couple specific questions for
the rest, and we then can move to our second panel.

Admiral CUERONNI. Mr. Chairman, on the aspects of the positive-
ness of H.R. 1400, we like it in all respects. We like the fact that it
isl good for recruiting and retention and has the transferability
clause.

On the negative side, we particularly have concern about the
kicker. We would r see something that is nondiscriminatory
across the board, and let me just, as an example—we have been
going through some rather trying times in my service, and we have
had to take some actions which unfortunately have hurt our per-
sonnel, but we are not in the same—let me use the term “luxuri-
ofts situation” that my colleagues are in.

One single factor that we are finding in our service is in the ap-
plication of the selective reenlistment bonus, where it is on the
basis of not performance, not particular rating or—I am sorry—but
on the basis of a particular rating those critical skills are getting
higher bonuses. That is the biggest source of frustration and irrita-
tién in our trew. ) .

It is awfully difficult, and Admiral Zech alluded to this, awfully
difficult on a shir when you are out, to say to a cook that an elec-
tronics technician or a fire control technician is more valuable
than he is, and so we would like to see it nondiscriminatory.

Mr. EpGar. Thank you very much.

. This question is for all of you, and the next two questions are ac-
tually for the record. I hope that you can submit this information.

I realize that you probably do not have this information with
you, but could you all supply for the record a list of all current
educational programs for active duty personnel and Reservists cur-
rently being funded by the Department of Defense, a breakdown of
the cost of those programs both for fiscal year 1983 and projected
cumulative costs down the road to 1994, much the same that we
have costed out for H.R. 1400? We will make sure that the specific
question is shared with you and your staff, and we would like that
information provided for the record.

[The following was subsequently submitted for the record:]

AIr ForcE EpucaTIONAL PROGRAMS

The following provides the projected AF expenditures for individually imitiated
education programs as requested. They include the AF.Voluntary Education Pro
gram Tuition Assistances, Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP), and
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the Education Assistance Program for reservists. It should be noted that the costs
projected for VEAQ do not provide for the use of “kickers.”

PROJECTED EXPENDITURES
{ta miors of dtas}
Frscal yeat 1983 Frseal year 1994 Y
VORLY SOCAION OGN e o < e @ e 20 3908
Veterans aducational assistance progran.. .. et we o o b ner L1 542
Educalion 2SSiSanCe PIOGram (1BSANASIS) coes mves o vomer s e e 8 132

# Cumatove,

PreLIMINARY Alr Force EpucaTion Costs

Projected Government Expenditures for Individual-initiated Education pro-

grams—Air Force. ) ]
The tuition assistance program provides financial assistance for individuals (offi-
cers and enlisted) who want to pursue off duty education. Projected expenditures for

this program are:

i oltns of dolars)
Fiseal yeas Propcted expenitires D00 VEAP
1982 . et s+ wesenine + v ot b 195 (1)
1983, ... .- - o e e %0 11
1984. .. . e e o e 270 18
1985 .. - e e 282 23
1986 . .. . e 316 29
1987 - . e 36 37
1888 oo o e e W2
1 .. . P 3
198§ . . 393
1994 e e e e v e et + g e 415
1§84240 )

St Mr B GA/MPRE X83283

Navy EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Current education programs heing funded by the Navy inclu le the followin%'

Tuition Assistance: ‘Either 75 or 90 percent of tuition costs are provided fot off-
duty education. .

Program for Afloat College Education {PACE]: By contiact with civilian colleges,

ondary courses are provided to ships requesting either vocationally oriented
or academic programs while deployed. .

Veterans Educational Assistance Program [VEAP]. The contributory educational
assistance program established 1 January 1977 to reglace the GI Bill.

Enlisted Education Advancement Program {EEAP]: The Enlisted Fducation Ad-
vancement Progiram {EEAP)] provides an opportunity to highly qualified and_moti-
vated career-enlisted personnel to complete requirements for an associate degree
within 24 months. This program provides a full-time college <{)ro?'am in a selected
junior or community college. Participants receive full pay and allowances but must
defray all costs for tuition, fees, books, and other expenses.

Enlisted Commissioning Program [ECP): The Enlisted Commissioning Program

[ECPj 15 an undergraduate education Yrogram for outstanding Navy enlisted person-
nel on active duty with previous college credit. The program provides a full-time
gﬁgortunity to complete requirements for a baccalaureate degree at one of ten

OTC host universities and earn a Regular commission in the Unrestricted ] e
Participant€Teceive full pay and allowances but must defray all costs for tuition,

«
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fees, books and other expenses. Participants are expected to complete degree re-
quirements in not more than 24 calendar months,

Costs of these programs for Fiscal Year 1983 and projected cumulative costs to
1994 are as follows:

{85 e of GoBars]

Focal year 1583 Focal yeat 198454

T .. S ) . 59 612
PACE. . . . el 35 506
VEAP . . L 39 1000
(e S o 18 175
(171 TH et e+ e e 19 7

Poese higures represent the miitary pay and afiowances of e servicemembes attencing college wndw these programs Amount would juve o
be paud regadess. Tuton, fees, and books e paid by the servicemember
* Note-~The Navy s oot cthneg-any avadable authonty for educational benefits for the Seiected Reserve 3t the tive

-

MaRriNe COrPs EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

ResponDENT. The Marine Corps currentlg has six educational programs which are
funded by the Defmrtment of Defense. A breakdown of costs for these programs is
available for fiscal years 1983-1987. The following matrix gives that breakdown.

{in thocsands of dotlars)
— -~ Fiscal yediee
- Program e - = -
\\ 1983 1984 198§ 1985 19
Toron @S8INCE. . o Ners +ome e o err e e e e 4316 ABET s e
Special education program. - . 39 39 ... B

. I 12 ...
. 2300 3505 . ... e r 2

e e VIR ! | .11
Selected reserve incentive pfotrrm BRIP) Y. v e o o e 500 500 500 e e+
2 Tesmucates 0 focal year xsa}lm present .,

Figures have ngt yet been established out to fiscal year 1994. Assuming factors
remain constantthough, a cumulative figure could be reached through 1994 by pro-
ing, the cogtd which we use for 1987. If this were done the following would be the

i ts“for each program through fiscal year 1994.

Funded fegal education progra “ZFI.EF) “ - m

Thousands
uition assistance......... $55,713
Eccial education 468
'LEP 1,344
A 42%33

EAT X
SRIP ! M. i 1,500

! Terminatesdp fiscal year 1985 under ‘present law.

Mr. Epcak. Also for the record, we would like to know what are
the manpower needs facing your branch of service during the next
3 to 6 years{ and then into the 1990’s, .

[The material referred to above follows:]

AR Force MaNroweER NEEDS

As lllustvded below, the projected end-strength authorization requirements for
active duty Air Force personnel, as of the fiscal year 1983 President’s Budget, grew
58,900 beyween fiscal year 1982 and fiscal year 1987. The outyear projections are
used as glanning information and are subject to change as programs are reviewed
and rev each year. Due to the dynamic environment and changing factors upon
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which these projected requirements are basbd, it is not feasible or practical to pro-
ject a requirement for the 1390's.

Fiscal yeds—
1982 1983 1984 1385 1985 1987

e 101887 105,048 106468 107501 108641 109,112

e T U NS AS0A3S AS3MIS SWET2 Sz S8
J M 4417 [Xiy) 4417 [¥3Y) 4417 4417
et e o 380,800 600,000 609,700 626600 634200 639,700
: Navy MANPOWER NEEDS
Navy officer and enhsted manpower needs over the next several years are as fol-
lows:
/ {Ia thousands}
Fiscal year-=
Atave outy and TARS - M,
1983 1987 1990
Officer . S 701 15.2 88
BNt . - 5064 5310 5600

Tota!..... e x mones 9109 6122 6388

the 1990’s are still under review. However, the ex-
its emphasis on high technology systems, will re-
quire not only increased manppwer, but manpower of high quality. To have that
igh quality manpower in the 1990’s, it will be vital to retain those people which
is: recruiting today. By the 1990's today’s recruits will have acquired the
necessary. training, experience, and leadership to man the Navy of the future. They

will be the pet e he 1990’s. ’

Marine Corrs MANPOWER NEEDS .
ResponpENT. The Marine Corps manpower\?{ngth plan calls for for gradual,

Specific manpower needs
panded fleet of the 1990's, wi

«

controlled growth over the next few years. We foel we can accomplish this by main-
taining the current level of male nonprior service‘accessions coupled with a continu-
ation of our recent retention success. This plan wi 1 result in a total strength of ap-
proximatley 203,000 by fiscal year 1987. This increased strength will enable us to:

Continue to improve the-capabilities within the combat service support and air
defense units, .

Provide additional manning for the mobility and firepower enhancements within
the Fleet Marine Force.

Provide additional active duty support in the modernization efforts of the Selected
Marine Corps Reserve.

+ Provide the necessary support to the training and supporting establishments.

Our goal is to have a fully equipped and manned structure by the 1990’s, The
manpower requirements during this period will be dictated by the composition and
roles and missions of that structure contingent oh our national strategy. .

Mr, EpGAr. Finally, General Thurman, a recent study entitled
“Profile of American Youth,” released by the Department of De-

' fense, indicates that even after the banner recruiting year and
what was called a favorable economy, the services produced a crop
of recruits that scored in mental categories about on par with their
civilian counterparts in fiscal year 1981, but the study showed that
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]

even with this success, the military is not drawing as many above
average youth as it used to. '

Since 1955 the number of category one enlistees, the highest
mental category, has dropped from 9.6 percent to 2.2 percent in
1981. Are you satisfied that the Armed Forces can continue to rely
on only meeting the standard of mediocrity, or should the services
draw on a more representative cross section of mental groups and
social classes; and would the GI bill help in the recruitment of
those persons in a little higher mental category?

General THURMAN. Mr. Chairman, I would not refer to anybody
as mediocre, but the statistics you cite are correct. Now, I have a
chart which I would like to provide for the record. I have anticipat-
ed the current recruiting year, 1982, against those same statistical
data for 1981. This may be of interest to you. In mental category 1,
for example, test category 1, while the youth population of America
is 4 percent, this year we will get about 3, and for the upper half, I
to IIIA, that is running about 53 percent in the youth cohort of
America and will come in about 51 or 52 percent this year.

So as contrasted with the statement that you read or the letter
that you got, I will not defend all of it. I vill say, and I think this
is the underlying cause of the statements that you have had from
the Department of Defense. At this time, the ultra-VEAP is help-
ing make that switch in the Arriy.

[The information follows:]

COMPARISON OF AFQT SCORES 1980 '
YOUTH POPULATION AND FY1981 NON-PRIOR SERVICE ACCESSIONS
{PERCENT) PROJECTED FY82

BASED ON
S MARCH 02 GATA
Proiaitb il Bttt I

000 ACCE%D)/FYIQBI
AFOT CATEGDRIES Drnggll’;'l'mu :
£A
1980 000 107AL ARMV/ AVY 'gs‘;:,"sf AIRFORCE
1 4 S | 2 | 3 4 3 4
" k)] 0 2 lw| 3 30 3
1A 1% 2 6| 2 un U 25
SUB T0TAL
ABOVE AVERAGE 53 55 3 || 63 3]} (%3
e 16 2 30| % 2 30 .25
v 7 [ nln 12 1 7.
Oy H 0 0 0 0 0
107AL 100 100 100" 300%. 100% 100%
OAGE 1823

ONDT ELIGIBLE FOR MILITARY SERVICE

General THURMAN. From the period of 1981, we only had §9
percent upper half scoring youngsters, and this year we have got 51

percent. . ; .
Mr. EpcAg. Can I interrupt you at that point?
General THURMAN. Yes.
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Mr. EpGAr. It seems to me that what the Army is caying is that
they have invented a GI bill, calling it ultra-VEAP, and it is work-
ing to meet their recruitment needs. I can agree with that state-
ment for the short term, but I think you are almost using or the
Department of Defense, not you, but tlyne Department of Defense is
using the success of ultra-VEAP as one of its decisions as to why

we do not at the present time need GI bill, and yet, in fact, it is a

GI bill.

General- THURMAN. Of course it is The point is it does not enfran-
chise the other people in the service nor the reservists and all the
rest of the service people here. I just say to you that the powerful
notion 1 want to echo one more time is that an educational bengefit
does, in fact, draw upper-scoring youth, and we have to have just
such a benefit in the long term.

General Bronars, Admiral Zech, General Usher, and the rest, we
all have to have high-quality youngsters to assure that we operate
the system that we are gqing to operate on the battlefield we per-
ceive tomorrow. We need the GI bill to undergird that in order to
attract those people.

Mr. Epcar. Does anyone have any comments given the broad -

spectrum of questions that were asked?

Admiral Zech. I think, Mr. Chairman, if I may, from the Navy
standpoint, although we are making our recruiting goals and our
retention goals at the moment and we are very pleased with the
success we have had and the support from Congress, I think it is
important that we look ahead. I think that is what you and your
committee are trying to do, and I believe that although in the
Navy we have been very successful this pdst year and we project
success in this coming éear, the sluggish economy has been helpful
to recruiting, and the Congress has provided the compensation im-
provements that wefelt had been lacking.

So, although we are in a relatively good position in the short
term in the Navy, my personal concern is for the future. With the
economy hopefully improving I do think that, as we look ahead,
recoghizing the tremendous benefits of an educational bill to the
Navy and to the other services, that our country needs a GI bill. I
think in the long haul we are doing the right thing to bring in the
quality people that we foresee we need in the Navy and the other
services in the future by addressing, as soon as possible, if not this
year, as soon as possible an educational program that will bring in
that cross section of America and the talent we need for all of our
services. .

Mr. Epcar. Thank you. All of you are put in a very difficult posi-
tion, and that is you either have to hope for a terrible economy or
the passage of a GI bill because while you say you are being helped
in your recruiting goals by the economy, what you are really
saying is because we are going to face by July 1 10-percent unem-
ployment and cutbacks in educational proi;rams, there is an eco-
nomic incentive to perhaps look at some of the military service. I
do not think any of Xou are hopeful that the economy stays in its
stagnant pogition and helps your recruiting goals.

We all have a common causé, and that is to have the best mili-
tary that we can conceivably have, given the resources that we
have. I think you have made a strong case for the fact that person-
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nel may be equal to some of the sophisticated equipment that you
get, and that in order to have a strong military, we need a well-
rounded military force.

6 iI‘hank you for your statements today. They have been very help-
ul.

General TuurmaN. Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

Mr. Epcar. The second panel will include 2 number of recruiting
commands. Let me ask the Army recruiting conmand, the Navy,

‘ the :}«Iarine Corps, the Air Force, and the Coast Guard to come for-
ward.

Gentlemen, thank you for coming, and thank you for your pa-
tience today. I would like each one of you to do as we did with the

~ first panel, and that is to give a very brief opening statement, if
you have one to make.

We heard last year specifically from the recruiting commands,
and they had some strong statements to make, and in fact, they
and those who were here last year invented the phrase “make it
equitable, make it simple, make it permanent” in terms of their
concerns.

We are very pleased that you have taken the time to come and
participate today, and we are very pleased that you have been will-
ing to share your views.and your concerns given your experience as
people involved in the process of recruiting.

We will first hear from. Sfc. James Eagle, Jr., Minneapolis, Min-
nesota District, the U.S. Army Recruiting Command.

STATEMENT OF SFC. JAMES D. EAGLE, JR., MINNEAPOLIS. MINN.,
DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY RECRUITING COMMAND

Sergeant EaGLE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your sup-
port in the recent pay raise in the last couple of years. It has done
a lot for the morale of the serviceman and the quality of the life in
the Army at this time.

The only opening statement that I have is I do agree along with
the other services and the current bill, H.R. 1400, that we do need
a permanent sort of education system to attract higher mental cat-

. egory people into the service.
Mr. Epcagr. Master Chief Adams.

STATEMENT OF MASTER CHIEF JOHN M. ADAMS, CHIEF
RECRUITER, RECRUITING COMMAND, US. NAVY

Chief Apams. I would like to echo the sergeant's thanks to all of
. you and all of Congress for the recent pa% raises and benefit
changes that have helped us, particularly to better recruiting and
retention, and to make our job easier.
I personally am looking from a recruiting viewpoint. I am look-
ing at the decline in male American youth, particularly in 1985,
»when that decline starts sloping rather steeply. A GI bill would be
“beneficial to recruiting in that, No. 1, it is a door opener to our
educators, to get us into the high schools, to the junior colleges, to
where we actually recruit for the quality youth.
Second, it helps us work better with the parents. This is a benefit
that they can see for their child, that they perhaps have earned,
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maybe the fathers did during the Korean war or even earlier, and
it helps us target ourselves to the brighter student and allows us to
provide an opportunity to look further down range on not only will
our service, and we are all service-unique for the type of training
we offer, but to something even beyond that that is going to help
you become a better citizen.
* So the necessity of it, if we are serious, and I know you all are,
about building a quality Armed Forces, all-volunteer Armed
Forces, in the future, I believe it is absolutely imperative that we
have something like H.R. 1400.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you.

Gunnery Sergeant Taylor.

STATEMENT OF GUNNERY SERGEANT ROBERT M. TAYLOR, NON-
COMMISSIONED OFFICER IN CHARGE OF U.S. MARINE CORPS
RECRUITING SUBSTATION, HYATTSVILLE, MD. '

. Sergeant TAYLOR. I,.would just like to say thank you for giving us
the opportunity to come and to speak to you about this subject.

From the recruiting standpoint, we definitely do need a perma-
nent GI bill. The veterans’ education assistance program has not
worked as far as recruiting.

On the other hand, the super-VEAP or the ultra-VEAP that the
Army has, I feel, is unfair for one service to have and not the other
three. A lot of young men and women who come into my office .
have spoken to the Army first, and then they stop by and check all
‘the rest of the services. They do mention from time to time this
ultra-VEAP. ’

It is hard for us to come back and say that we have something
similar because we do not. What we have to offer is the veterans’
education assistance program. So I feel it is unfair that one service
has it and the others do not. Either give it to all four branches or
take it away. )

Mr. EpGazr. Thank you very much. Master Sergeant Jacques.

STATEMENT OF M. SGT. ROBERT E. JACQUES, AIR FORCE
RECRUITING SQUADRON, U.S. AIR FORCE

Sergeant JaocQuEs. Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for
inviting us here today.
On behalf of the U.S. Air Force and its recruiters across the
United States, we would like to thank you for the pay raise in the
last 2 years.
I have no formal statement to make, but being a recruiter for -
over 10 years, I was there when we had the draft. I was there when
we had the recession in 1975, when recruiting was good. In 1979
things started to get worse. In that year the Air Force did not o
make its goal. In 1980 and 1981, we started to see the unemploy- .
ment situation help us quite a bit.
- T would-like-to-see ‘a-GI bill-established -as-an- up-front -incentive - -
for the new people coming on board. I would also like to see an ex-
_ tension to the 1989 deadline for the péople that are presently on
active duty that may retire in the future, and see the transferabil-
ity clause in there also. '
Mr. Epcar. Thank you.

w
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Master Chief Petty Officer Love.

STATEMENT OF MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER FRANK A. LOVE,
RECRUITING, U.S. COAST GUARD

Chief Petty Officer Love. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate your invi-
téation to testify before the subcommittee on behalf of the Coast

uard. -

I would also like to thank you for the pay raise that we got in
the last couple of years. .

Mr. Epcar. You all should take time to go over to the Armed
Services Committee and thank them, too, particularly Bill Nichols
who chairs the subcommittee that this H.R. 1400 was referred to.
Tha]nk him and then also ask him to report this bill out. [Laugh-
ter. - )

Chief Petty Officer Love. Some educational programs have
always been popular with members of the Armed Forces. I think
we should have one in order to maintain a successful force.

I have reviewed H.R. 1400. I think it is a good bill, but at this
time I do not think the Coast Guard could afford it out of its cur-
rent budget. : ‘

Mr. Epcar. What was the last sentence?

Chief Petty Officer Love. I do not think the Coast Guard can
afford H.R. 1400 out of its own budget.

Mr. Epcagr. I appreciate your opening statements.

Let me go back to Master Sergeant Jacques. I had a chance to
look over your biography, and was really quite impressed with your
background, and I have just a couple of basic questions.

Why did you join the Air Force? o

Sergeant JAcQuEs. I joined the Air Force, sir, because my dad
was a veteran of the UU.S. Navy, a disabled veteran. He died when I
was 20 years old, and I was grought up in an atmosphere where
service to the military, service to the country was a big part of my
life, and that is why I became a member of the Air Force.

Mr. Epcar. You will have been in the military for 20 years in
1985.9Do you plan to continue an active duty career after that
point?

Sergeant JAcQues. Yes, sir, I do.

Mr. Epcar. You mnade a statement about the transferability that
I thought was important. You suggested that transferability was an
important provision to keep in the legislation. Can you define why?

rgeant Jacques. Well, sir, I look at my son and my daughter
who are right now—my son is a teenager and my daughter is going
to be 11 years old, and having the career in the U.S. Air Force, 1
feel that T have been given the opportunity to go ahead and expand
my horizons. I would like to go ahead and give them the opportuni-
ty also to expand themselves, hopefully to go to college, and I be-
lieve with the transferability that opportunity would be available
to them.

Mr. EpcaR. Thank you.

Sergeant Eagle, what type of recruits are coming in to your
office, into the recruiting offices?

. Sergeant EaGLE. The type of people, recruits, that we are getting
in our office at this time are basically your high school seniors,
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high school diploma graduates, looking for education. Minneapolis,
the area that I am presently working in, they are very college ori-
ented. The parents want to see them get an education.

Mr. Epgar. What is bringing them in? They are motivated to go
to college; their parents want to see them achieve. They are coming
now to the military and coming to the office. What is bringing
them to those offices?

Sergeant . EAGLE. Primarily the recruiters offering them the
ultra-VEAP &t this time, sir. Your high school seniors and your
graduates within the la{.t 3 or 4 months, they all have jobs. Both of
their parents work. .

The unemployed person is not the pecple that we are looking for.
Competition, being that we do have an ultra-VEAP to offer them,
it is very successful. For example, we have a delayed entry pro-

*gram when a person swears in. My office at present has 34 people
in the delayed entry program. I would say that most of those went
for thezultra-VEAP.

They are looking for an education.

Mr. Encar. Let me ask the same question of the Navy. You do
not have the opportunity of using the ultra-VEAP. What kind of
reaction are you getting at your offices?

Chief Apams. Mr. Chairman, no, we do not offer the ultra-VEAP,
but we do offer education, and we feel it is the best education that
any of the four services offer for enlisted training. Our 6-year pro-
grams, and as a matter of fact, travel, adventure, and all that kind
of stuff the Navy is supposed to be, that is not the primary motive

. of the young American today. They are after education.

So if they are mentally qualified, and we are talking your top
cut, we will offer them nuclear power training or advanced elec-
tronics training, advanced technical field training, which, by the
way, requires a 6-year enlistment, and we would see an earning of
benefits at the 6-year point detrimental in that we are unique. We
are the only service that recruits 13,000 to 14,000 of those individ-
uals a year. We are talking a 2-year training pipeline for them, and

tolmaximize their benefits at the 6-year point would be detrimen-
tal. ‘

I think the Marine Corps recruits a few thousand for their avi-
ation, but in the spinoff of that, that is our best sales tool, other
than we have some inservice education.

Mr. Epcar. Why do you think a few more people came in in the
last couple of years? |

Chief Apams. Mr. Chairman, I feel unemployment has helped, .
not that I am sure—the 17-year-old that dropped out of high school,
he had a tough time finding a job in 1956 as well as 1982. If the
parents are out of work, pop has probably told him, “Hey, it’s
tough and don't get into the factories. Find something different for = -
yourself.” ' T

So unemployment has been a help, but I feel the attitude of the
American public as we have left Vietnam further behind us, and
that has been further enhanced by leaders within the administra-
tion and in Congress speaking out that the military service is an
honorable thing to do for American youth. I feel that ‘attitude is
really coming on strong across the country.
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1 feel very strongly that our recruiters are professional sales
people, and they are aggressively trying to point out and contact
and let the individuals know what benefits await them if they
should choose to enlist in the Navy. So I think those three things.

Mr. EpGar. Sergeant Taylor, what kinds of people are coming
into your offices, and what are you finding in the recruitment
area? What is bringing them in?

Sergeant TavLOR. Basically, high school seniors and high school
graduates. We have a number of activities we go through to gener-
ate activity to find these respective applicants. We work the high
schools through ASBAB, high school visits, career talks, things of
this nature. |
~ My station, in particular, is in a suburban recruiting area and is,

more or less, a walk-in station. I have 111 in my program in my
pool, and they also bring in referrals. We school them on what type
of person it takes to be a marine, what type of person that can pass
the physical and things of this nature, and they bring us referrals.
So there are a number of wa{s to get people in the office.

Mr. Epcar. Sergeant Taylor, if you were going to stand up in
front of this room with all the people here in this hall and teach
them how to use the VEAP program and go through the 16 differ-
ent categories of VEAP, would you be able to do that at this point? N

Sergeant TAYLOR. No, sir.

Mr. Epcar. What would be the problem?

Sergeant. TAYLOR. You mentioned 16 catego%es of VEAP?

Mr. Epcar. Well, somebody showed me a chart. There are 16 or
so different ways you can use the VEAP program and the test pro-
grams that are out there. The variety; let’s not use the term 16.
The variety of different options under VEAP, could you explain it,
and I ain not giving you a test. I am trying to point out the fact

« that it is a little confusing to some people how the system works.

Sergeant TavLOR. Yes, sir, for every $1 that the individual con-
tributes to this educational program, the Marine Corps or the U.S.
Government will give him 2 to 1, and at the end of a 4-year period,
it could end up to $8,100.

Mr. EpGAR. Yes; it is different in a different service.

Sergeant TayLor. That is my understanding of the way it works
in the Marine Corps, sir.

Mr. EpGar. All right.

Sergeant Tayror. That is the way we portray it to prospective
applicants. . ’

Mr. Epcar. Do you find that your prospective applicants get ex-

~ cited about that?

Sergeant TAyLOR. No, sir, they do not. 5

Mr. EpGaRr. They do not?

Sergeant TAYLOR. $8,100 is not very much money. I believe the

‘ national average for a year of college is $9,000. I believe that is the
national average for college per year; $8,100 and these young
people know that. They know that. So it is very hard to portray to
them that this is a super pro%ram and they should take advantage
of it and this is why. you should join the Marine Corps. ’

But then again, we do not sell programs and we do not sell edu-
cation in the Marine Corps recruiting service. It is there as a tool.
We sell the Marine Corps, and the bottom line is the Marine Corps

ERIC . 38




r7‘—

- 34

will sell itself because, sir, if you asked me why I joined the Marine
Corps, I joined because I wanted to be a marine. There was no so-
called job. I thought a job was to be a marine when I came in, and
I understand the situation.

Mr. Epcar. That is why you have succeeded.

Sergeant TAYLOR. Yes, sir. .

But the attitude of the generation nowadays has changed, and
we have to have those tools and we have to have that education to .
entice these young.people to join the Marine Corps.

Mr. Epcar. Let me ask all of you a question, and perhaps, Ser-
geant Taylor, you might begin by answering it. We received some
testimony out in the field last year that it is nice in specialized \x
skills to get a cash bonus, but there is a different value put on edu-
cation, particularly if we think of it as an entitlement program.

Do you feel that there is a different impact of bonuses versus the
GI bill as a recruiting tool, a permanent, consistent entitlement
}/ersus?a cash bonus? Is there any value given to those that are dif-
erent? .

Sergeant TayLoR. Yes, sir, the way I understand it, the bonus is

. for once you have served a number years for your first-term enlist-
ment. If you are in a critical MOS, you are entitled to a bonus, a
reenlistment bonus. "

*An entitlement, to me, is similar to a benefit, be it medical or
education or something of that nature, but a bonus is different. I
myself have received a.bonus. I got $15,000 for reenlistment for 6
years, which T greatly appreciate, but then again, there is another
marine, that sits by my side that is the same rank at the same
time in the Marine Corps, but.he is not in a critical MOS, and he
only got $3,000, and he has served honorably alongside me.

Mr. EpGaRr. Sergeant Jacques.

Sergeant JACQUES. Yes, sir, I believe that we need a GI bill, but I
also believe in the bonus area that we have to be, I guess, kind of
flexible, like you say, that we are flexible because as the economy
changes and as the world changes we may have to be competitive
with a lot of different industries to retain our people on board in
the services, and I would like to see that it is flexible so as the
times change, if we have the need for a critical job, that we can be
a}k:le to go ahead and use that incentive or the bonus to retain

¢ them. N .

Mr. Epcar. That is a pojnt that has been raised. I have no prob-
lem with that, to give a cash bonus for.a critical skill. I do have a
problem in using educational benefits as a bonus for critical skills.
Some of the proposals that have been before us say if you wevk in a
particular field, you get a higher educational benefit ‘iat causes
the problem that Sergeant Taylor was mentioning.

Here are two people that have served honorably. ‘fhey have come
into the service at the same time, and he has puirted out the dif-
ference between a $15,000 bonus and a $3,000 bonus for what is
perceived by the Marine Corps as more critical than another skill.

If, on top of that, the gentleman who only got the $3,000 bonus
for reenlistment also got less educational benefits because he did
not fit into that particular category, he would feel further put upon
by the service. I guess I am assuming that it makes sense to keep
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the bonuses on the salary side, but to limit the educational area to
entitlements and not play the bonus game with that.

Sergeant JAcQuEs. Yes, sir, I would like to see an equitable proc-
ess as far as the education program is concerned.

Mr. Epcar. I appreciate that.

Congressman Dowdy, who has joined us, who is on the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committeésand on the subcommittee, we appreci-
ate your taking the time to joij us. .

I?)o you have any questions df the recruiters here before I contin-
ue’

Mr. Dowpy. Mr. Chairman,
input, but'I have no questions.

have no questions. I appreciate the

Mr. EpGar. Thank you. o

I wonder if the Coast Guard might tell us a little bit about your
recruiting offices and what kinds of people you are finding coming
to the Coast Guard.-

Chief Petty Officer Love. Mr. Chairman, we always need sub-
stantially smaller numbers than the other servicos naturally. For
instance, in fiscal year 1981—— 7

_Mr. Epcar. You will have to speak right into the microphone,
sir.

Chief Petty Officer Love [continuingz; In fiscal year 1981 we only
recruited slightly over 5,000 people. we are not looking at the
great numbers that the other services need. ‘

However, most of our people are high school graduates. Most of
the people that come into the recruiting office are looking for some
type of educational advancement. Most of the people or some of our
people come-in looking for some of the things the Coast Guard has
to offer, such as humanitarian sérvices and some of the services
that apply to the public.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you for that.

Let me ask each of you to think for a moment. As you look at
the next 5 years and the tools which you have in your tool chest
*right now to recruit people within the service, if the economy turns
around, if we do not have 10-percent unemployment, if we do not
have the kinds of pressure on the economy that we presently have,
what kinds of things are you going to need in that tool chest 3 or 4
ye%rs down line in order to recruit quality people within the serv-
ice?

Let’s start with Master Chief Adams. . R) '

Chief Apams. Yes, sir, As I stated earlier, I feel very strongly
that we hawe a professional sales organization, and we are going to
need two things to recruit quality people or anybody. One of them
is we are going to need money so we can better support cur recruit-
ers. ¢ i

We are one of the services that took an advertising cut this year
and cuts in other support items.

As I stated earlier, if you are going to recruit quality people, you
have to pique their interest. Should the economy change, and I
know the Navy, in particular, is going to need larger numbers over
the next 5 years with the CG-47 and the figures coming out and
the F-18 aircraft. I can see nothing but our manpower needs in-
creasing. o, »
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If you want to recruit somebody of quality, and the primary in-
terest of our youth in America today is improving their education,
we are going to have to offer them something, whether it is in serv-
1ce or after service, and from everything I have seen that is availa-
ble today, I think H.R. 1400 comes pretty close. ,

I do have the reservation with the 6-year kicker because, again, I
look at retention. The better the retention, the easier our job be-
comes at the front end. )

Mr. Epcar. Well, I think you have made a good point, that there
1s going to be a need, and you have got specific things you need in
your tool chest to be able to get the quality people to man the
equipment and the service needs you have within your service. *

Chief Apams. Yes, sir. One thing that has come up is the bo-
nuses, and just like the Navy, for some of those people that weé
desire for critical skills or sensitive skills, we have offered them a
$1;000 to $1,500to $2,000 bonus, but that is f'ust a short-term thing,
and everybody can figure that out. That will not even make you a
down payment on a good car any longer. .

If you want to recruit trainable people, and they are not_all
going to be nuclear power types, I would like to address myself to
the GI bill bein%) equitable across the board. You cdn take what
would normally be thought of as a support type person, a supply
petty officer or a cook, When you put them on a ship and that ship
deploys, she is combat ready, and they are no longer support per-
sonnel. They are a part of a combat unit. They earn something just
Iike the gunners mate, the fire control technician, the sonar techni-
cian. Their worth in value to ue is equal across the board.

But I see this as the only long-range solution coming ug here in
the eighties, to go after and recruit quality personnel and help con-
vince their parents and the educators that we have got something
to offer because we compete today against Honeywell and IBM and
what have you as far as sharp young people. .

Mr. EDGAR. One of the things that we learned last year was that
part of your job as a recruiter is to Lave something you can explain
to parents and counselors in high schools that is simple and easy to
understand. Would you agree that it is important if we move to a
GL bill that it be simple, understandable, permanent, something
that parents and cour..elors could easilyaunderstand?

Chief ApaMs. Yes, sir. For example, our EATP that we had scat-
tered all qver the country, you had a high school student living
across theState line or some arbitrary boundary, maybe down the
middle of the State. You had a recruiter over here that could say
“Well, we can give“;'ou this,” and the recruiter on the other side of
the county said, “Well, we really do not give you very much,” and
1t was so complicated. Recruiters talked to one another all over the
country. They just confused one another. How do you interface
with America when you have got, No. 1, the recruiter confused;
and you are confusing educators and parents all over.

It has to be simple and understandable and across the board, yes,

S1r. !

Mt. Epcar. Thank you forthat—"

Sergeant Taylor,.I confused you.in my earlier question, and I
want_to-apologize. I was confusing in my head the veterans’ educa-
txor{al assistange program with the educational assistance test pro-
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gram, and my question came out confusing, but the whole issue is

somewhat confusing. .

Of course, the VEAP program that is provided is pretty simple,
and you explained it very well, for your service. The program that
I was talking about with all the different varieties was picked up
by Master Chief Adams when he talked about county lines and dif-

.ferent jurisdictions who had the educational assistance test pro-

grams and all of the complications «nd confusing aspects of that,

and so I want to apologize to you.

- Let me just ask you all to be very brief at this point. You have
got 5 years. Looking out at those 5 years, what kinds of things do
you need in your tool chest to get people to be excited about being
a marine?

Sergeant TayrLor. Well, No. 1, sir, for whatever benefits that we
have or whatever tool the Congress approves or gives to the Marine
Corps or all four branches, thg Marine Corps is going to make the
mission with whatever we have\fo work with.

Mo 2, we need*a GI bill, sir. d a simple, poncontributory

A participatfon education program.

I personally would like to see transfehability because down the
road ¥ would like to transfer some of the benefits to my children.
We, need a requirement for honorable servicee When a young
marine does his tifme and does it honorably, then and only then
should he rate the GI benefits, education benefits. ~
Mr. EpGar. Th you. .
Sergeant Eagle, could you respond .to that question as well?
Sergeant EAGLE. Yes, Mr. Chairman. I feel that the Army defi-
nitely needs a permanent education program, along with bonuses.
I would like to comment on the education program GI bill. I was
in the recruiting command when we used to have the old GI bill. In
the month of December 1976, the recruiting station I will refer to
as Brooklyn Center, Minn., wrote an average of about 15 contracts
éga month. In the month of December they wrote 52 :ontracts to beat
adline of the GI bill. I think that is evidence enough to show
that we do need something permanent.

Along with this, I think that the Army needs the kicker. The
propensity to enlist into the military, the Air Force and the Navy
fzze a little glamorized. People seem to think that in the Army you
/J' e in a tent and in a foxhole. The kicker would give us the equal
edge that we-need, the competitive edge. ’

I feel as part of the tools, the education program, training, short-
- term bonuses for highly skilled technicians, is what I feel we need
" Mr. Epcar. I had a fantasy about better tents and fiberglass fox-
holes as an image that you advertise. I appreciate your statement,
ard I think you have said it well.

Master Sergeant Jacques.

Sergeant JAcQues. Yes, sir. In southwestern New York and
northwestern Pennsylvania where my recruiters cover—I cover two
arcas—there are many schools that are beginning to close, and I
believe in the 1990’s that we are going to be needing probabl
about one out of every three individuals for the military. I thinﬁ
we have to keep pay comparable with the civilian sector. I think
that is a big part. .
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Regarding education, a lot of the civilian industries today pay
the individuals to go to school while they work for them. I believe
with the GI bill including the transferability clause, the $300 for
the initial enlistment, $600 after 6 years, I believe we will retain
many people in the U.S. Air Force, as well as the rest of the serv-
ices. ,

But I also believe that the American people in general are very
patriotic. They want to serve, bu. they also want to get back some-
. thing for doing their part for their country.
Mr. EpGAR. Thank fvou very much.
Finally let's hear from the Coast Guard in terms of what tools
you need in your tool chest.
Chief Petty Officer Love. Mr. Chairman, again, because we need -
sugh a small number, I think that the pay equivalent to that in the

civilian sector and with high unemployment, we will probably do

all right in the next 5 years. I think that we all have reasons to

hope that the economy will improve though. So if there would be

an improvement in the economy, I think we would probably need

some.type of an education bill and have adequate pay, a bill that is

relative g simple to understand, a bill that is funded outside of the

service budget, and a bill that we could all explain relatively

simply and easily to prospective recruits.

“Epcar. Thank you very much for your statement. All of you

have been helpful. We held this hearing this morning to reaffirm

what was said 1 year ago, in support of H.R. 1400 and while we do

not have a lot more questions for all of you, you have in a sense

reaffirmed the strong statements that were made a year ago about

the need for GI educational benefits, the need for positive recruit-

ment, and the need to fix the roof when it is sunny out and not

when it is raining. The fact that our economy may not stay in the

shape it is in at this_point, hopefully, and that you may find it diffi-

cult to meet your recruiting needs at some time in the future, you

may have the need for some additional help.

Thank you for your time today.
Our third panel includes Staff Sergeant Greenwell, Master Chief

‘frentham, Master Sergeant DePersig, Master Sergeant Kelley, and

Master Chief Petty Officer Bonnet.

Before you begin, my staff has informed me that Master Ser-
geant Kelley was born in Darby, Pa. Is that correct?

Sergeant KELLEY. That is correct, sir. 4

Mr. EpcAr. Darby happens to be in my congressional district.

Sergeant KeLLEY. 1 moved before I could vote.

_ Mr. EpGaR. I was born in Yeadon. I think you know where that -

is.
Sergeant KeLLEY. I have ridden by there many times.

Mr. EpGar. That is right. Thank you for coming and thank you
for your patience in sitting through this morning as we listened to -
the first two panels. ! -

I am going to ask each of you to think about the questions that
were asked. There are a number of diffe{ent aspects of this whole
question. :

I note from your résumés that we have career counselors, people
who are advisers to persons thinking about leaving the service as
well as people thinking about staying in the service.
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The last group of gentlemen were focused primarily on the re-
cruitment aspects. What we are hoping to hear from this panel is
for them to teach our subcommittee something about retention.
What are the ingredients in retention? What does it take to retain
somebody within the all-volunteer military? Can education be a
helpful tool to that retention? What kinds of problems do you have
with H.R. 1400 or other educational bills? What kinds of positive
aspects could they bring to help retain people within the service?

Also, what is the impact of the 1989 delimiting date pressure?
While it would be nice to lift that dead}ine, there is some hesitancy
and resistence on the part of the House and Senate in lifting that
date, not because it would not be helpful, but because there are
many questions raised in terms of the fairness lifting it for active
_ duty personnel while Vietnam-era veterans who bumped up

?gainst the 10-year delimiting date were unable to use their bene-
its. .

So with that backdrop of questions, I would hope that each of
you would give us your honest views and comments, =:.d again, if
we do not ask you a lot of penetrating questions, it is only because
we are focusing in on the questions we think are important this
}r:w(fning, and this is the eighth in a series of hearings that we have

ad.

Let me ask Staff Sergeant Greenwell to begin and talk from the
point of view of the Army, and then we will move to the others.

STATEMENT OF S. SGT. GERRY 1. GREENWELL, CAREER
COUNSELOR, U.S. ARMY.

Sergeant GREENwELL. Mr. Chairman, I think that we do need a
new GI bill to enhance retention especially with the two-tiered
system and also the transferability. I think these are the major
points as far as we in the reenlistment business are concerned.

We have to have a GI bill that does not force the individual out
of the service in order to use the benefits. I think the two-tiered
. system is in the right direction.

I personally would like to see in-service personnel be able to use
their benefits while still in service, in other words, collect the
monthly allowance just as we do when we get out of the service. I
think this would influence many people to stay in rather than get
out of the Army and the other services because they would not be
losing anything by staying in.

The Air Force general echoed this sentiment also, and he
brought up the idea of people being able to collect the monthly
%)eneﬁt after 12 moaths of service, and I agree with that complete-
y. .

As far as why people reenlist in the Army, through my experi-
ence it is a combination’of pay and benefits, and also the spouse
has a great deal to do with it. I do feel with the transferability
clause that the spouse would play an important part because if the
spouse and/or children felt that they could use the benefits, they
would encourage the service member to reenlist.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you for that helpful statement. I am going to
come back to you on a couple of questions that your statement
raises.
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Master Chief William Trentham.

STATEMENT OF MASTER CHIEF WILLIAM J. TRENTHAM,
COMMAND CAREER COUNSELOR, U.S. NAVY

Chief TreNTHAM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I appreciate the opportunity to come up here today, and 1 would
also like to say that we in the fleet appreciate the generosity of
Congress recently that brought our pay and benefits up to a level
that was much more desirable.

With regards to the GI bill, I have some personal priorities that I
have developed over the years. The first thing I would like to see
happen is an elimination of the 1989 cut®ff date. Perhaps some
period after separation, 5 to-8 years to take advantage of that, but
eliminate the 1989 cutoff date. It is a very strong dissatisfier
among the very people that-I-am trying to keep in the Navy.

I am supportive, very supportive, of H.R. 1400 with some minor
exceptions, or maybe they are not so minor. The 6-year feature is’
very unpalatable to me because we have an awful lot of people who
we try to keep beyond 6 years, specifically the 6-year obligor. We
bring in about 12,000 or 14,000 people a year, and we try to keep as
many of them as we can into the advanced electronics, nuclear
power field.

If we give them maximum benefits at the precise point where
they have completed their obligation, I can see that they are liable .
to go out the door in even greater numbers. '

Mr. Encar. Can’t you use bonuses for that?

Chief TRENTHAM. Yes, sir.

Mr. Epgar. Pay bonuses?

Chief TRENTHAM. Bonuses are & very good tool, but I would just
like to see it moved.up to, say, 8 years, at least 8 years just to
remove that temptation,.as it were, and give us a little bit more
reason for keeping them. ,

These people are generally seeking education. They are very in-
telligent, highly trained, and they are interested in education.

I would also like to see anly new GI bill, such as H.R. 1400, only
apply to honorable service. It is a major irritant to sailors to see
somebody kicked out of the Navy as unsuitable and receive some
sort of GI bill educational benefits. That is personally an irritant to

me.

I think that the retention increase that we have seen in the
Navy is attributable, in large degree, to the increases in compensa-
tion, recent increases. I think also though that the effect of the
economy has definitely been positive with regards to retention.

Mr. Epcar. Let me ask you a question before we move on. I am
just speculating—suppose we had a two-tier system where we had
$300 for the first tier, $600 for the second tier, and let the service
determine when the second tier kicked in, so that those services
that felt 6 years was applicable could kick the second tier in, and
those that felt they had to wait until 8 years could kick it in.

Chief TRENTHAM. Well, I think that the Navy probably would
definitely opt for the 8-year point. However, I think it might also
give us a slight disadvantage in recruiting.

Mr. EpcaAr. OK. I have got the message.




41

Let me move now to Master Sergeant DePersig, who is in charge
of the enlisted section at the Career Planning Branch of the U.S.
Marine Corps. .

STATEMENT OF M. SGT. MARCEL J. DePERSIG, ENLISTED SEC-
TION, CAREER PLANNING BRANCH, HEADQUARTERS, US.
MARINE CORPS

Sergeant DePegrsic. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Gentlemen, we need the GI bill for many reasons. It is going to
help the economy of this country because I look at the GI bill not
as a cost, but as a benefit, a benefit to, one, the service member,
two, to the community and also to the different level of our educa-
tion system. ’

Economically speaking,-if-we-look at it today, we can see that a
lot of institufions of higher learning are shutting their doors, and
that is because the people cannot afford to get into these institu-
tions because of the cost of tuition, and this would be due in part to
the fact that a lot of the Federal grants have been cut off. . )

By having a GI biil and affording the service member the oppor-
tunity, once he leaves the service, to avail himself of this opportu-
nity to go to college, he is going to be a benefit to the community,
by increased tax dollars and skills. He can assist the community in
many ways.

We need a GI bill, either the one we presently have extended
‘beyond 1989 or a new GI bill that everybody can share equally in.
Like the master chief said, with honorable service to utilize the in-
gervice benefits while they are in the service.

I was afforded the opportunity to do this, and I am going to con-
tinue to do this until the day I leave the service.

The transferability clause is a necessary feature of the bill.
Again, it all comes down to basic economics. The service member
has received additional pay raises in the past 2 years, but with the
economy the way it is, by the time he leaves the service and he
wants to put his children through college, he almost has to be a
millionaire in order to do it. So, by having the transferability, he
can use part of it for himself and part of it for his family, and I
think, as a retention tool it would be a good selling point.

We lose a lot of people out of the VEAP program for the simple
reason that they just feel, it is not economically sound for them.
The amount of money that they put in there, they do not feel that
they receive any benefit from it at all, and again it gets down to
the basic bucks. It is the cost of education. The money they put
aside and what the Government is going to give them just will not
pay for an education. So, a lot of these people just opt to drop out
of the system.or out of the program.

I think that the GI bill should be equitable; it should be for ev-
erybody, both enlisted and officer. We should not, neglect either one
because on a Navy carrier or in a foxhole, an officer is going to be
beside me. :

Mr. Epcar. Like a health care benefit is for everyone.
b(.)Seggeant DePersic. That is right exactly. It should be across the

ard.




42

But, again, I cannot overemphasize the honorable service portion
of it. A marine must have faithfully served honorably in order to
avail himself of the opportunity.

Mr. EpGar. The whole concept of-honorable service is included in
H.R. 1400, and your point is well taken. .

Any additional points? .

Sergeant DEPERSIG. Yes, sir. I think that it should be VA funded
and administered because the old GI bill, was handled by the Vet-
erans’ Administration. The majority of the people utilizing the GI

bill would be veterans.
" Mr. Epcar. We take the position that it should be both, that the
first-tier benefit is a basic VA traditional funded benefit similar to
what you had in the Vietnam veterans’ bill and others, and that
the second-tier benefit, the kicker benefits, leave of absence bene-
fits, those kind of things, really should be cared for as a retention
feature paid for out of the Department of Defense.

Sergent DEPERsiG. One thing, Mr. Chairman. As far as the edu-
cational leave of absence in regards to the bill, I do not think we
need that for the simple reason that most of the services—and I
can speak for the Marine Corps—have our own in-service programs
where individuals are afforded the opportunity to get a college edu-
cation while they are in the service, and they require a pay-back.
In other words, if they go to college for 2 years, then they have to
agxiee to sign up for additional years of service, and it has paid off
well.

Our numbers are limited because of fiscal constraints and few
seats are available, tying this in with the GI bill, I think—just like
General Bronars said, it would be disruptive.

Mr. EpGar. Thank you.

Master Sergeant Kelley.

STATEMENT OF M. SGT. JAY G. KELLEY, CANNON BASE CAREER
ADVISER, CANNON AIR FORCE BASE, N. MEX.

Sergeant KELLEy. Mr. Chairman, first of all, I would like to
thank you for having us all here. This has been a very valuable
experience for all.of us, I am sure. ) ‘

I certainly echo most of the things that have been said here
today, and basically I like the provisions of H.R. 1400.

Obviously the Air Force is doing pretty well right now with re-
tention. The last two pay raises had a lot to do with that, but I
think right now the major factor is the job market.

I have had many people sitting at my desk that make the deci-.v/
gion right in front of me that the job market is such on the outside
and that they are just afraid to take a chance. Also, we have many
people that get out and do take a chance and it does not work out,
so they come back in under the delayed reenlistment program. So,
we know that it is bad out there right now.

Retention will certainly be a big challenge when the economy
improves, and with private industry we.need the incentives to com-
pete with private industry for the people that we have trained in
the Air Force. It is a shame to lose these people, and we have many
training dollars going down the drain. .
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One point I would like to make is I feel that we need a blanket
GI bill. There seems to be a perception out there that many of the
benefits that have been traditional with the militar% are being
eroded, and by a blanket GI bill, I mean a simple one that pertains
to everybody and not one that is selective as in the bonus system
and some of the other programs that exist. .

I think it is very important that they apply to everybody. This
will help reestablish credibility. You may be surprised- when you

° talk to some of the {ounger people and some of the older people
also about the overall feeling that—I would not say it is running
rampant, but it is quite widespread—about the eroding benefits.

We read articles in the newspaper, particularlf' the Air Force

v Times and the other service papers, and I think all this discussion
over the current GI bill with very little action being taken is just
another nail in the coffin, so to speak. It keeps this feeling build-
ing.

Just for your inférmation, when I found out I was coming, I gort
of ran frantically around and performed a grass roots survey. I
talked to as many people as I could. I did not take any statistics.
Obviously all the military people I talked to were in favor of some
sort of a GI bill, buv I was very interested to find out the many
civilians that I talked to that had actually no connection with the
military were also in favor of a GI bill. I even talked to some

+ people in the planes as 1 came oyer here. All of them, with no ex-
ceptions, felt very strongly that we should have a GI bill, and quite
frankly, they were surprised thdt we did not have one. Not having
any connection with the military, they were not aware that we do
not have one right now. \

I feel that it is incumbent upon all of the military services to
provide some sort of a blanket GI bill.

Mr. Epcar. Sergeant Kelley, your last statement is really help-
ful. You know, I came to this a little bit openminded in terms of
my opinion. The chairman had introduced H.R. 1400 before I
became chairman of this subcommittee, and when we set out for
our hearin%s last year, while ] am a strong supporter of education
generally, I figured that we would have lots of opposition to rein-
stating the GI bill simply because.of the cost and those kinds of
things, and I was really surprised that we could not {ind very many
peoglle, if any, who were opposed to a GI education bill.

There were some who would say, “We want one, but we are not
going to pay for it” or “We want one, but let somebod:s else carry
the cost of it.” But, when you talk to civilians, when sou talk to

- enlisted personnel, when you talk tc officers, when you go out in
the field and talk to over 100 people and cannot find anybody that
does not see the value in having an educational benefit, it gets
quite startling.

s That is why we were so startled at Dr. Korb’s testimony and why
we felt a littf; uneasy at the backing away of the administration’s
strong position, as expressed by the President of the United States
and as expressed by Secretary Weinberger, for the need, and I
think we have demonstrated today—in fact, this hearing today—
that support for the bill is probably stronger in its underlying
statements than any of the other hearings we have had for the
need for a GI bill.
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I really appreciate not only your statement, but your willingness
to go out and ask civilians and others about it. There are indeed
many Americans who do not understand that the GI bill was ter-
minated in December 1976. Many people do not understand the
VEAP or the ultra-VEAP program and who is able and who is
unable to use that program.

I think you are echoing the statements of last year that a new
program should be equitable, permanent, across the board and spe- .
cific. That is why we shaped H.R. 1400, as we did.

Thank you for your statement..

Sergeant KELLEY. You are welcomé, sir.

Mr. Epgar,. We now move to the Department of Transportation. I

ess they will have some responsibility in funding a piece of this
bill, and I was not too far off in my slip of the tongue.

STATEMENT OF MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER'ROBERT L.
BONNETTE, REENLISTMENT COUNSELOR, U.S. COAST GUARD

Chief Petty Officer BoNNtrTE. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. Thank
you for inviting me.

I am not sure it will even cover us, but I know they will not pay
for these guys. -

Thank you for inviting me here today. If you are looking for a
supporter of H.R. 1400, I am one. We definitely need another initia-
tive, such as H.R. 1400, to keep our people in the Ccast Guard in
the second and third areas or stages of .their careers.

Right now there is an awful lot of indecision on most of the peo-
ple’s part, particularly in the Coast Guard, regarding the delimit-
ing factor of the old GI bill in 1989, the fact that their benefit will
terminate with that, and they feel that they have to leave-the mili-
tary before that time to take advantage of this benefit.

The other younger folks that are involved in the veterans’ educa-
tion assistance program, VEAP, are kind of up in the air. They are
not sure which way that program is going to go. They know it was
supposed to have been canceled recently. There has been an exten-

N sion placed on that. They are just not sure which way to go.

H.R. 1400 appears to be the answer to both of. those groups of
people, with some minor changes. H.R. 1400, I do not think that
there is a military person presently serving that would vote against
it. ’

The discrimination against critical abilities and particular rat-
ings and MOS'’s I think is a bad feature of the bill. I think bonuses
can cover that. .

The selective reenlistment bonuses along with the other benefits
of H.R. 1400 can take care of those critical folks. The more stand-
ard ratings, such as my own in the Coast Guard, that of personnel-

man or yeoman, the bill has everything that I am looking for, par- .
ticularly with the transferability clause for my spouse or my de-
pendents.

When this was first publicized, last year, I got numerous tele-
phone calls from individuals to say, “If I can transfer this to my
dependents, I'm reenlisting tomorrow for 6 years.” Unfortunately
at that time the bill had not been approved, passed, or anything
else. So I see it as the way to go, particularly for the Coast Guard,




and we are up against some other odds that the other services are
not.

We need everything we can get.

Mr. EpGar. Thank you.

Is anybody here opposed to transferability?

[No response.]

Mr. EpGar. Is there anyone here who is opposed to the leave of
absence provision? i

Se‘l)'geant‘GREENWP;LL. Would you explain that for me, Mr. Chair-
man’

Mr. Epcar. Leave of absence provision in the bill provides that
you can have up to a 2-year leave of absence at the discretion of
the Secretary of the service if you commit yourself to 4 years addi-
tional service within the military. It is an option at the discretion
of the Secretary to use your education benefits either the first tier
or the second tier, but still stay in the service.

Sergeant GREENWELL. That would be similar to the old boot strap
program? .

Mr: EpGAR. Yes.

Sergeant GREENWELL, I am in agreement with that.

Mr. EDGAR. Let me ask you, if we could, for the record, I was re-
minded by.my staff that your nods of your head did not quite get
recorded, so let me go back. Let me ask each of you yes or no.

Are you for the transferability provision? _

Sergeant GREENWELL. The Army is, M¥. Chairman.

Sergeant DEPERsIG. The Marine Corps is.

Chief TRENTHAM. I am for the transferability option, sir. Howev-
er, | am not sure that I would want to transfer 100 percent. I am
afraid it might be viewed as a giveaway and misused.

Mr. EpGar. Air Force?

Sergeant KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I personally am in favor of the
transferability.

Mr. Epcar. Coast Guard?

Chief Petty Officer BONNETTE. Mr. Chairman, the Coast Guard
would certainly be in favor of the transferability clause, with some
reservations, of course, as the master chief indicdted.

Mr. Epcar. And I will put this one on the record. I assume that
thered is no one who objects to the leave of absence provision as
stated. . 3

There is a provision in the legislation, one we have not talked
about, which is a loan forgiveness provision, and this is mostly for
recruiting in the first place, and that says if you come into the
service, we will forgive loans that you have on the outside up to a
certain amount each year for 1 year of service.

Do you generally feel that that is a helpful recruitment provision
that ought to be retained in the legislation?

Sergeant KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, are those loans you are talking
about other Government educational .loans?. :

Mr. Epcar. Yes; that program has already been extended for 2
years. It simply gives recruiters an additional tool to use for that
person who goes into, let's say, a 4-year college and drops out be-
cause of econnmic problems or graduates, but has a massive loan to
pay batk to ti.: Federal Government. It is thought that it would be

an inéentive to come in and serve within the military, and you
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would get that higher academically qualified individual looking to
the military as.a way to pay off his loan. He would not then get, as
I understand it, his $300 benefits. He has already, in fact, used
them, up to $1,500 a year.

Sergeant KELLEY. Speaking for myself and, I hope, for the Air
Force,,s'%c,g\: this is a recruiting question, I feel that we would be in
favor:of-it" :

Mr. Epcar. Yes; it is already in law for 2 years, but this would
make it more permanent.

You have been very helpful, very articulate, and very to the
point. You have talked about the need for an education program,
the need for transferability, the need for a leave of absence provi-
sions. You talked at length in your opening remarks about what
kinds of people are sitting across your desk and thinking about
coming in or leaving the service. _

Is there any other word of wisdom you want to leave with us,
before we proceed with the legislation in the next 6 weeks?

[No response.] P

Mr. Epcar. Let me ask you one final question. Does anything
bug you about your service in the military? All of you have reen-
listed. What is your biggest gripe? -

Sergeant KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I do not know about the rest of
the gentlemen here, but I had a brealf in service, and I came back
in frankly because I just enjoyed the military, the structured way
of life, and I guess my biggest complaint now is that certain small
minority that just do not seem to.care any more, and I think by
passing or by successfully passing a strong version of H.R. 1400, I
think this will go a long way toward maybe helping people to care.

Chief Petty Officer BoNNETTE. Mr. Chairman, when I came in
the Coast Guard, the only major benefit we had was the education
assistance. We had a reenlistment bonus also at that time. It was
$2,000, and I had to reenlist several times to reach that amount.

I do not have any gripes at all about my service at this time, nor
“have I ever, other than the fact that we are experiencing a prob-
lem, which I am sure you are well aware of, and it would be redun-
dant of me to cover that here. Once that is taken care of, I think
we will be back to smooth sailing.

Retentionwise, we are doing great right now, but I see the
bottom falling out with an awful %ot of things that have happened
in the last several months, and this would certainly help stave that
off without a doubt. *

Mr. Epcar. Thank you. .

Sergeant GREENWELL, Mr. Chairman, I believe we have to attract
and retain representatives from middle America. I do not believe
that the middle class and the upper class from our country are now
participating in the militazg. I think they are leaving it largely up
to"the poor and lower middle class, and I believe that the new GI
bill will help attract and retain middle America.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you all for your statements. You have been
very helpful to us. -

Our final panel includes Frank Weil, national secretary of the
American Veterans Committee; Maj. Gen. Francis Greenlief, re-
tired, executive vice president of the National Guard Association of
the United States; Mr. Robert W. Nolan, national executive secre-




47
tary of the Fleet Reserve Association; Mr. Richard W, Johnson, Jr,,
national legislative director, the Non-Commissioned Officers Associ-
ation of the United States; and Mr. Max J. Beilke, legislative‘coun-
* sel of the National Association of Uniformed Services.

Gentlemen, we have been here a long time this morning, and you '
have -been, again, very patient as you were a year ago. You have
heard the statements of the uniformed officers and enlisted person-
nel. I would appreciate it if you could summarize and pinpoint your
specific suggestions. )

All of your statements that you have will be fully made part of
the record today.

Let‘'me begin with Frank Weil and ask him to speak first, and
we will go through each of you for an openirfg statement, and feel
free to comment on or react to some of the questions that have
been there.

If you have a full printed statement, I would appreciate it if you
could summarize. .

STATEMENT OF FRANK E. G. WEIL, NATIONAL SECRETARY,
AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE

Mr. WEiL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I thank you for hearing the American Veterans Committee on
this matter. We have been steadfast supporters of the GI bill for
many years, and we look upon the funds involved not as an ex-
penditure, but as an investment.

Our platform has long stated that AVC believes that experience
has shown that the Federal funds used to pay educational benefits
for veterans have been repaid to the Treasury many times over in
the form of higher income taxes collected from those whose educa-
tion financed by the GI bill has resulted in higher earnings, which
is why I believe that many of the cost considerations we have
heard are irrelevant. It is not an expenditure. It is an investment,
and the Treasury will benefit in the end.

. Mr. Epcar. Could you repeat that sentence back? I could not
ear it. ’

Mr. WEiL. Our platform is that the Treasury has benefited from -
the income taxes gained from people who now earn more because
they went to college under the GI bill. I, therefore, believe that
talk about costs is irrelevant.

Mr. Epcar. Thank you. That is what I thought you said, and that
is why I asked you to repeat it.

Mr. WEiL. Right, sir. ‘

We have supported the original GI bill, the Korean, cold war,
and Vietnam-era versions of the bill, and we urge that a peacetime
bill be enacted.

We sdded the foll. wing plank to our section on the GI bill at &~
recent convention: . g)
We applaud the passage of a permanent GI bill, and we call it a responsibl
means of enabling servicemen and women to return to civilian life with facility an

ease at the end of their service.

We regretted and still regret the GI bill is not available to those
who entered the Volunteer Armed Forces at this time, and the de-

92




L

48

limiting dates are preventing an increasing number of those for-
merly entitled to GI bill benefits from takini,advantage.

We were pleased to see that the House
mittee reported H.R. 1400.

The VEAP program is not working: If the ultra-VEAP is work-
ing, it is working for only a small number of people.

Our formal statement quotes Admiral Zech, whom you heard
earlier this morning, and I believe that the improvement in re-
cruiting pointed to by Dr. Korb is not a function of better advertis-
ing by the Defense Department. It is a function of the recession,
and if, indeed, the present administration’s policies should lead us
to an economic millennium, the recruiting will drop off according-

ly.

Certainly, as was emphasized by a number of people, a GI bill
will increase the number of class I and class II enlistments so that
the Armed Forces do not continue to be simply a poor man’s occu-
pation.

We are strongly in favor of lifting the delimiting dates. The
American Veterans Committee currently has a project on women
veterans, and we find that a lot of them found the need for taking
care of a family has precluded them from going to college or going
back to college, in earlier times, and there are a lot of women vet-

erans out there whose children are now grown who should have an |

opportunity to take advantage of the GI bill’s benefits which they
earned in serving.

We do have one additional suggestion which is not contained in
our written statement. It might be an advantage to the retention
program, or at least to the program of making sure that those who
are enjoying the GI bill benefits do not lose contact with the mili-
tary, if your bill were to provide that those returning to or going to
college under the GI bill maintain a reserve status. That way, if,
indeed, we need them, they are available. : ‘

[The prepared statement of Mr. Weil appears on p.60.}’

Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much for your statement. That was
very helpful.

Major General Greenlief, we appreciate your coming today, and
we look forward to hearing your statement.

STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. FRANCIS S. GREENLIEF (RETIRED),
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION

OF THE UNITED STATES

General GREENLIEF. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate this opportunity
to present the views of the National Guard Association on
1400, which was favorably reported by the House Veterans’ Com-
mittee 1 year ago.

We believe your committee acted wisely, and we urge the Con-
gress to'enact H.R. 1400.

On March 11, the day in which, Assistant Secretary of Defense
Korb announced his Department’s opposition to H.R. 1400, Lt. Gen.
Max Thurman Strongly supported a GI bill type educational assist-
ance incentive, as he did before your committee this morning. Gen-
eral Thurman, who is Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, U.S.

eterans’ Affairs Com-*
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Army, is, in my view, the one most knowledgeable person on the
subject of recruiting and retention of Army personnel.

As commander of the U.S. Army Recruiting Command, he devel-
oped the recruiter force and the recruiter techniques which ere
currently performing so well in the Army, and he knows first-hand
what works best in recruiting and retention.

DOD justifies its opposition to H.R. 1400 on the basis of the cur-
rent recruiting and retention success, and they note that we are
living in a different world than when this discussion began 3 years
ago.

We are living in a different world. Congress has provided mili-
tary compensation increases, and there is sericus unemployment.
Recruiting and retention are always better during times of high
unemployment. : : ,

The administration is predicting an end to, the recession and they
are predicting much higher employment rates. At the same time,
some in the Congress are now suggesting a lower than planned mil-
ita‘x&';r pay.raise. - ‘

e believe these factors will greatly increase the difficulty of re-
cruiting and retaining servicemen and women.

Opponents of H.R. 1400 make the point that the World War II GI
bill was a reward provided for those who were drafted to serve in
World War II rather than as an incentive to spur recruiting. We
believe that it is right and proper to now reward those who volun-
teer for service while more affluent men and women continue their
schooling or otherwise prepare themselves for civilian caréers.

We believe that such a reward will constitute a powerful incen-
tive to cause men and women to enlist even when the ecohomy is
iniproved and the opportunity for civilian employment is impréved.

Now, the DOD is concerned that too large an educational benefit
might pfovide an incentive for the serviceman to leave service
after h® becomes eligible for the benefit. Mr. Chairman, the most
serious military manpower problem is the serious shortage of pre-
Eratined Army manpower available for recall in the event of active

uty.

Service members \ho leave active duty with less than 6 gears of
active duty automatically revert to the individual Ready Reserve,
where they remain available for recall until their 6-year military
service obligation is ¢ompleted, and DQD is currently recommend-
ing that that MSO be increased to 8 years.

Personnel who leave active duty to use their educational benefit
are not lost to military service in time of war. They remain availa-
ble even as they pursue their education.

Mr. Chairman, the Congress has led the way in developing incen-
tives for Gu:rd and Reserve membership, and we are appreciative
of the leadership which has been and continues to be provided by
this subcommittee to improve active service recruiting and reten-
tion.

We urge you to continue to press for enactment of H.R. 1400.

Mr. Chairman, earlier this morninf you referred to°H.R. 3997,
Mr. Montgomery's bill to provide a GI bill for the selected reserve.
His bill does address the specific problem of the selected reserve.
Since that legislation would seek to amend title 10, I understand
that it is not within the direct purview of this committee, but, Mr.

54




4,« -
50

Chairman, ! urge this subcommittee to strongly support H.R. 3997
if it is offered as an amendment in the House Armed Services Com-
mittee. .
Mr. Chairman, again, I appreciate this opportunity to appear
before you. T .
[The prepared statement of General Greenlief appears on p 65]
Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much, and I appreciate your state-
ment. ! )
Robert Nolan, national executive secretary of the Fleet Reserve

Association. .

STATEMENT OF ROBERT W. N.O.LAI;J_LNA,TLONAL EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY, FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION

Mr. NoLan. Tharik you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I am here today ndt only representing 154,167 members of the
Fleet Keserve Association, gut on behalf of all active duty person-
nel of the U.S, Navy, Marine Corps, ar.d Coast Guard.

As you can apprecidte, they are vitally concernéd and interested
in the matter of a veterans’ education assistance bill, and they
have followed the legislative action on this subject very closely

Speaking very frankly, Mr. Chairman, the active duty enlisted
community view Assistant Secretary, of Defense Lawrence J. Korb’s
testimony oh H.R. 1400 3 weeks agd as a clear demonstration of the
colloq}}i{lp expression “I have some good news and I have some bad
news. ~ -

The caréer members in our services who served during the Viet-
nam era are encouraged by the Department’s willingness to pay
the cost of extending the 1989 delimiting date on the current GI
bill, but active duty enlisted members as a whole view the Depart-
ment's proposal to continue the current veterans' educational as-
sistance program with dismay. They cannot believe that after 5
years of practical experience with this almost totally unsuccessful
program that now Defense would not only propose its continuance
for another year, but would add the large kickers to allow further
experimentation with the new ultra-VEAP. .

To them, Mr. Chairman, this sounds like a plan to throw good
money after bad. .

The Department of Defense’s statement credits the recent suc-
cesses in recruiting and retention to the realistic increases in mili-
tary compensation during the past 2 years. We suggest that there
are also other practical factors involved in this success, such as the
current status of the Nation’s economy, the vastly improved tech:
niques in recruiting, and the dedicated and professional labors of
our recruiters.

We believe there is even another key factor, and that isthe en-
listed's expectations of a new GI bill being enacted. These reason-
able expectations are clearly based on the well publicized, positive
activity of all of the previous Defense witnesses and the Congress
over the past 2 years. :

But now, despite the fact that in his own words: “All services be-
lieve some ty};l)e of noncontributory educational benefit would be
beneficial to them,” the Department of Defense suddenly finds a GI

bill would be too costly.
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Once again, we believe we are allowing the dollar sign to be the
determining factor in our personnel needs. We should also consider
very seriously these ether factors. .

What if the Nation's economy improves and the services-will
again be competing with the private sector for the services f
young Americans?

How do we plan to meet the problem that, according to valid d
mographics, within several years we will have to recruit one i
every three eligible young Americans?

What are the needless costs of training hundreds of thousands of
new recruits each year? And what are the risks of not retaining
experienced mid-level military careerists in our services?

All of these questions should be carefully considered in determin-
ing the cost2, the need and value of a meaningful educational as-
sistance program. It is clear to us that active duty personnel are
most rearistic and practical in their expectations of a new GI bill.

Last March just about 1 year ago I had the privilege of sitting
before you and telling Kou what we found the active duty people
told us. We are most happy that your field hearings found the
same facts true. These facts that have been expressed here this
morning by even the service's personnel chiefs, and we are, indeed,
pleased that H.R. 1400 encompasses these provisions.

Now, back on July 29, 1975, I appeared before this committee re-
questing the adjustment of the current GI bill's delimiting date to
avoid the problem of military careerists being forced to leave the
service to avail themselves of their honorably earned education
benefits. I was unsuccessful at that time.

However, now that the Defense Department has proposed a new
delimiting date for qualified careerists and is even willing to agree
to fund tﬁe cost, the Fleet Reserve Association urges the Congress
to accept and resolve this proposal into a meaningful—we are
speaking primarily of the measure that was brought up this morn-
ing of transition for those in service who already have it, and we
see the rationale of your comment on that, but we do believe that
we should get the delimiting date resolved fairly and equitably to
all so that it can no longer be used as an excuse or a vital need to
leave the service.

Mr. Chairman, we appreciate the many resources that the Con-
gress and the Department of Defense have to evaluate the needs of
mulitary personnel. By the same token, we who lack these technical
resources have one resource upon which to base our opinion. That
resource is experience.

We have been there. As a U.S. Navy chief petty officer with 22
years of active military service, I can truthfully state the enlisted
mulitary community believes the Department of Defense’s position
on H.R. 1400 to be pennywise and pound foolish.

We see nothing costly or wrong with a policy of rewarding honor-
able military service with educational benefits; based on the profit-
able experience our Nation has enjoyed with the GI bills of the
past, they have been an excellent investment for the individual
service person, for the military services, and the Nation.

I thank you for the opportunity to share our views with you and
I stand ready to answer the committee’s questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Nolan appears on p. 68.]

’
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Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much.

Mr. Richard Johnson, dr., who is the national legislative director
of the Non-Commissioned Officers Association of the United States.

Richard, it is good to have you here this morning.

STATEMENT OF RICHARD W. JOHNSON, JR., NATIONAL LEGISLA-
TIVE DIRECTOR, THE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFiCERS ASSOCI-
ATION OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. JounsoN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We appreciate the opportunity, and I would like to start off by
thankipg the committee, yourself, Mr. Chairman, and the commit-
tee sta?f for the dedication and resolve that you have shown to this
issue. It is very easy to see how this could have gotten away from
us a year ago, and particularly as many times as it has been put
off and. as many hearings as have been held on the subject, but I
think if is the dedication that you have shown and the staff of this
committee has shown that will ultimately produce for us a new GI
bill for the Armed Forces, and the Non-Commissioned Officers As-
sociation deeply appreciates that.

As you said earlier this morning, Mr. Chairman, we need some-
thing that is simple, permanent, and understandable in the way of
a new educational assistance program. NCOA strongly supports
that comment.

Toward that end, we believe that the new _program will be very
much like H.R. 1400, should be very much like H.R. 1400. We be-
lieve that there should be a basic benefit, a very unadorned, no
frills kind of education program as we had before for GI education
benefits.

We believe that we also need to extend or in some other manner
bring into that program the people who are cgvered under the
benefits unde’ the old chapter 34 program, the old GI bill.

Mr. Chair.nan, the position of NCOA has remained largely un-
changed during the past year, and 1 do not think it will benefit the
committee any for me to review that position. We are dedicated to
the concept of a new GI bill, and unlike last year, we are not so
married to working our will on a proposal now that we want that
to jeopardize passage of the bill.

We still believe that there are some things wrong in the current
proposal. We do not believe in the kickers. We do not believe that
100 percent of the benefits should be transferable to a dependent.

We do believe that the proposal as it is currently constituted in
H.R. 1400 will be quite costly and will some day lead to its demise.

However, there is a need for a new education program as has
been stated here time and time again this morning. The need is
there, and therefore, we strongly support anything that this com-
mittee can produce.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Johnson appears on p. 73.]

Mr. Epcar. Thank you very much for your statement and also
for your help over the year and your comment last year.

Mr. Max Beilke, legislative counsel of the National Association for
the Uniformed Services, our last witness for the day.
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STATEMENT OF MAX J. BEILKE, LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE UNIFORMED SERVICES

Mr. BeiLke. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

It is good to be back in front of yoyr committee again.

As has been my practice in the past to be short and brief, I do
not want to impinge upon that reputation. I will do the same this
morning.

I have heard nothing this morning that I can argue with. I have
heard nothing unimportant this morning—it all bears repeating,
but I do not care to repeat it.

But I would like to focus on just a couple of broad-issues. No. 1 is
middle America. With the current education cuts that are being
proposed in this Congress and the ones that were proposed or
passed in the social security program last year, a new GI bill will
give a lot to middle America, and middle America is the backbone
of this country.

These are the young men and women we want in our military.
As the unemployment rate goes down, the people who are educated
are the ones who will go back to work the quickest or the ones who
will be employed the quickest, which then leaves our non-high
school graduate still with a high unemployment rate, but Congress
has mandated tha(hwe do not fill our military forces with non-high
school graduates.

The last thing I want to cover is the supporters of the new GI
bill. We have heard support from Congressmen. We have heard it
from the service chiefs. We have heard it from the chiefs of person-
nel. We have heard it from military recruiters, from active duty
personnel. We have heard it from military organizations that rep-
resent millions and millions of military people. We have heard it
from educators. We have heard nothing but success stories on the

ast GI bill. We have heard no failure.
look on the other side of the fence, the people who are against
pposedly against the GTbill, and I see a very, very small force,
and I do not believe it is good for this country that such a small
force can stop such a proposal that has so much going for it, going
for the people of this country, and going for our military.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate your time.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Beilke appears on p. 77.]

Mr. Epcag. Thank you all for your statements today.

We have additional statements from the DAV and the Reserve
Officers Association and the Association of the U.S. Army and a
couple of additional statements that we will be putting in the
record. It was important to hold the hearing today because, as Dr.
Korb's testimony stood alone with he alone defending it, it sounded
like there were large forces out in the real world saying no to GI
education and yes to the present system.

But I think as has been.summarized by many of you, we heard a
different story today. We made no attempt to fine tune the state-
ments of the uniformed officers and officials who were here. We
asked them to be honest and share their personal views and to not
get it confused with the directive of the Department of Defense in
terms of paying for it.
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I think all of us are basically saying that it is not only a valuable
program but it is worth paying the few dollars because we will get
the investment back many times over. As Mr. Weil pointed that
out, the point should be underscored that the dollars that we
expend on GI education benefits that we will get every dollar of
that back in better taxes paid into the Federal Government be-
cause of higher positions that those persons will obtain because of
their broader education and their broader skills.

You have been helpful to us teday. I hope the weight of this testi-
mony is able to dislodge the legislation from the Armed Services
Committee. I think it will be helpful to move this bill to the House
floor, pass it with overwhelming support, perhaps with some fine
tuning and some modifications as you have suggested, but to get
into a discussion with Senator Cranston and Senator Simpson on
the Senate side to produce this legislation this year so that we do
not find ourselves back here next year reinventing the testimony
wheel, and we have in place a simple, permanent, predictable,
common sense educational benefit that is an entitlement to all
those who serve in our all volunteer military.

Thank you for your time. This hearing stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 11:58 a.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.].
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Preparxp StaTMENT OF HON. DUNCAN HUNTER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
Frox ug: Sratz oF CALIFORNIA

1 apprectfhre the opportunity to testify before the
Subcommittee tedav and I highly commend the Committee for
its continued interest In providing cdugﬁtionul benefits f;r
our military personnel.

Three weeks ago, the Department of Defense testified | ‘\N\~
before a joint hearing of this ?ubcommittee and the Military *
Personn«]1 and Compensation Subcémmitcee of the Armed Scrvices
Committev. In that hearing, the Administration declined to
endorse & new G. I. Bill citing improved recruitment statistics
and the cost of the program. They propdsed to continue the
current VEAP program with a supplemental or "kicker" option
through Fiscal Year 1983,

1 am here this mornins.to tell you that despite the
Defense Repartment's position, I a; still in favor of a new
G. 1. B411, and 1 comtinue to strongly support H.R. 1400.

I am ngt going ,to go into all the reasons for my sUPPUYL
of a new G, }. BIlY since I have made my position known in
the past., I wlll just mentlon a couple of things which
struck me as 1 listencd to the Defense Department testify at
the Joi;: hearing three weecks ago.

First, when we talk of 3 new G, 1. Bill, we are talking
of a program that will have a major impact on military
manpover for the next decade. DOD is taking a ;horc term
view of the’sltuntlon; what is essentially a wait and sce
attitude. ‘They want to put off consideration of a new G. L.

Bill for at least & year. Mowever, I believe that the time

Iy
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to act is now. One or two years of pood recruiting stat stics

“does not even solve the critical manpower shortage incurred

over the last decade let alone address manpower nceds for .

the next decade. We should act now to address the long term

situation, » -
Secondly, 1 dy not think DOD's proposals do much to

affect the quality of life of the mflitary member. 1t has

bren said that'one way to recruit and retain quality personnel

4= to treat the military member as a first c¢lass citizen. 1

believe that to be a very compmendable attitude and T am

compitteed to doing all that 1 can to further that goal.

ope thing that we can do to further both of these goals is

to provide 4n educational benefit to the servicemen. I have

said thi- before and I repeat now that the greatest thing a .

young perseon
tht greatest
people is an

1 knov,

will not add

member feel 1ike a first class citizen.

can give to the nation is militaery. service, and
thing that the nation can 8ive to its young
education.

and 1 am sure you agree, that VEAP does not and

s

A cash bonus program,

to the quality of life nor make the service

while it may of may not be an efficient, cost cffec¢itve
method for recruiting and retalning high quality perannel,
just does not add much to the quality of life. It may make

the servite member feel good to have a big chunk of cash in

hiz pocket

thing. An
impact and

quality of

but we all know that it.will only be a temporary
education is something that will have a life long
¢ill do more that anything eclse to improve that *

1ife for the servicemenber.
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fhere i~ one thing about the befense bepartment's
posftion that 1 highly commend and I want to brln£ to your
partivular attention. That is thear proposal to extend the .
196% delimiting date on the current G. I Bill wntil ten
vearc after an c]i}ible member leaves the service.,

I have heard testimony bhoth from th: Defense Department,
and from the Navy that the current doelimiting date is very
Important to tﬂcm. Statistics show that 41% of third term
servicemepbers listed the 1989 deadline as the privary
rcaLon thevy were leaving the service when asked. I think it
is. clear that the 1989 deadline is a serious drain on military
panpower. An cach month goes by we are losing highly trained,

experfenced personpel. This drain is serious, it is occuring

While I realizc’thnt a new G. L. Bill would takg care of
thic situatfon and 1 will continue to prezs for prompt
paswage of a new G, 1, Bill, we élmply cannot wait to see if
we are going to get a new G. I. Bill., 1 would hope that the
Committee scee the urgency of the situation and 1 hope that
we can work tog;thor to find a solution to this problem as

soon as possible.
5

|
|
now, and it is serfously affecting our military readiness. .
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Preparzp STATEMENT OF Davip SCHUCKERS, DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT RELATIONS,
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

The report of the Comptroller Ceneral _concernlng'propoled G 1 Bill legislation
is disturbing. 1 am sure that it is due in no snall sessure to the fact thst :
a new.C I Bill is largely a Housc Democratic proposal #nd they're so adamant
about reducing Reagan's defenss budget. Whatever-the-cause, fallure-to ensct -
an equitable and effective G 1 Bill has severe implications. Further, I find =~
the rationale for this report's reconr ndations substantfally moot.

The report asserts that the DoD test piograa was, although somewhat flawed, an
indicatos that some benefit (in the foms of increaged enlistzent) Could scrue

as o result of 2 "high cost” educational plan. They contend that the DoD test
progran was vell designed though under-publicized. In fact, based upon DoD's
conplete mishandling of the current VEAP Progras, I would mafntain that any
positive results from these threce additional programs makes a strong case for the
efficacy of educational benefits as a recruitment tool.

pur experience is that virtually no one in the military establishment understands
VLAP even though ft has been in effect for {ive years. The recruiters misapprehend
it and even those enlistees who opt for it can typically find no one to explain

its intricacies. To include three even more Conpley options in "selected” areas

is to plan for failure.

To say that these test Prograns were under-publicized is to say the least. When
jou sent ne the' suthorizing legislation, 1 attempted for two months to find
someone who knew anything about ft. The VA knew nothing, the recrufters knew
nothing, ROTC knew nothing. In frustratfon, I directly contacted the Chief of
Manpower and Training for ths DoD (after failing to unearth anything at the
educations] HQs of all the ssrvices). 1 vas told by this individual that the
programs were in effect and thst 1 probably hadn’t heard of them because PA was
not a test area. The third largast recruiting state is excluded? How this Jives
vigh the Comptroller's Yeport which states that the entire ‘country was tested

i1s beyond me.

Given, then, that DoD has 1imited commitment to educational benefits, it {s not
surprising they jump on the cost/benef it bandwagon. Even they nmust admit, however,
that to grant all enlistees $15k in enlistment bonus as opposed to $23k {(this
figure was pulled from a hat, I think) for educational benefits for 40 percent of
the substantially reduced group who complete their enlistment (the average usage of
G I Bi11) is not necessarily cost cffective. This admission is followed by their
recoznendation to test new and exciting enlistpent bonuses for two Years. Since
they cannot deponstrate immediste rgturn {ron investment ol bonuses, their answer
is to try harder. 1In 1972, when the draft ended and cash bonuses csme into belng,
I saw reports uhere the Army estimated that up to 60 percent of the cash bonus

enlist~es were discharged within six sonths for undesiresbility. The Army estimated | )
& - .

< ¥
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a 520,000 loss per man including bonus, pay and training expense. bDoD may be-right.
while a G I Bill promotes democracy by providing s means for education and upward
oobility, and encourages a cross-section of our youth to serve their country, it
does not lend itself to the creation of 8 professional soldiery. Cash bonuses

have more value in attracting :he short-sighted mercenary.

e » - A large point in the Conp:rollcrin—argulen: £s -to study the issues for s couple of
years and test further (particularly since the economy is having a salutory effect
on enlistzant). We should, they contend, be careful and not comnit to a "permanent"

« G 1 Bi11. This is, of course, szbsurd since: .

A. No G 1 Bill has ever been peimanent- the time limit is discretionary by
congressional fiac. .

B. What we have now (VEAP) is as permanent as any have been. VEAP participants

hd have ten years to use their benefita. If we were to discontinue VEAP
today, any participant would have ten years from discharge to use his
* benefits.

VEAP has received little publicity and is terribly inadequate as an educational
voucher. 1In spite of this, increasing nuzbers of vets are opting for gt only
to find, upon discharge, that $75 to $225 per month does not pay the freight.

Ihe argunents against s new G I Bill are wveak. In light of the needs of thc services,
the proven effectlveness of educational benefita in recruiting high quality youth,
the elinination of general student aid by the Resganites and thus the more pressing
JJneed for an avenue of educational opportunity, the social benefits realized by an
educable military and an educated citizenry, it is no wonder that HR 1400 had
123 signatures and nearly unanimous support.

%1 Sorry for all the editorislizing. I have seen too nany veterans benzsfit by the
G I Bill not to believe that it represents the best investment in national defense
ever conceived.
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Parparep STATEMENT OF Frank E. G. WeiL, CHAIRMAN, AMERICAN VETERANS
COMMITTEE'S, VETERANS AND ARMED Sgrvices COMMISSION
.

M. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

[N

" The American Veterans Commitfee welcomes the opportunity-to-testify
before you Io;hy on behalf of the proposed legislation to establish a peacetime
G! 8ill.. My name is Frank £. G, Weil . | am chairman of the American Veter-
cns Committee's Veterans and Armed Services Commisfion.
We testified the last fwo years before the Congress on behalf of suclflegis-
lption, and are pleased 40 again support the principle of a peacetime Gl 8ill.
; . ‘

We commend this Subcommittee for holding these hearings and focussing attention

on the need for such legislation which would not only benefit the veterans in-

.

volved, but also the nation as a whole. We also see a well-designed peacetime

GI Bill as a meors of assisting the All Volunteer Force attracF a more representa=

tive cross—section of the notion's youth in meeting its manpower requirements.
s

.

AVC has alwoys supported education benefits as a positive means of assist~
ing veterars in returning to civilian life. Many of our own members have utilized
past Gl bills and have achieved their professional stotus os a result of this veterans’
benefit. .

The AVC platform states:
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! AVC believes that experience has shown That the federal funds
r used ta pay educatiancl benefits for veterars have been repaid
tp the Treasury many times aver in the form of higher incame

. taxes callected from thase whose educatian, financed by the
- Gl Bill, hcs resulted in higher earnings. ’

As General Bradley elaquéntly stated an the accasian af the 25th anniversary-

. -

of the GI Bill, the first Gl 8ill was an investment in human beings. The benefits | -

ta the nation fram it and the bills wilich faliowed have been numeraus; tangible in

terms aof tax :c?llars to the U.S. Treasury; intangible in the quality of life enhanced

by higher educatianal attainments and subsequent prafessianal advancement far

millians ;:f Americans wha passed an these advantages ta their children .:! .
Cansistent with aur ﬁhilaap‘}\y, AVC supparted the original GI Bill. We

alsa chempianed the Korean, Cald War, and Vietnam era versions af the Bill . In

1972, AVC held a natianal conference an the " Educatianal Prablems af Vietnam

Veterans” ot which new directians far up;rﬁding the current Gl Bill legislatian

were discussed and farmulated. AVC has alwa\ys supported the Warld War || model

af the Gl 8ill - praviding veteran-students separate tuition and living allowances.

Under this system, veteran-students were able ta chose the school that best suited

their needs, nat the ane with the lowest fees.

AVC urges naw that a peacetime Gl Bill be enacted. At a recent canven~

tian we added the fallowing plank ta our sectian an the GI Bill:

AVC applauded the pasage of a "permanen. * Gl Bill ot the time it
was adopted, and colled it "a responsible means of enabling service~
men and wamen to return ta civilian life with facility and ease at the
end af their service and become useful and productive members of
their cammunities."

AVC regrats that the Gl Bill is nat available to thase wha enter the
valunteer armed forces at this time, and t)bgt delimiting dates are

66
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prevanting an increasing number of those formerly entitled to Gl
Bill benefits from taking advantage of those benefits.

AVC favors legislation presently pending in Congress to restore
- the GI-Bill, and-hopes that-its-provisions will-be in-line-with-the -

_provisions of the World War 11 and Koreon Wor, odjusted for the
¢ rise in the costs of living and of education.

) AVC was pleased that the Hause Veterans Affairs Committes last year re=
ported H.R. 1400, the Veterans Educatianal Assistence Act of 1981, which was v
designed also to meet some of the recruitment and retention problems of the mili-
tary sewicesq. During this Subcommittee's hearings, we recall that spokesmen for
the services emphasized their concerns about the recruitment and retention problems
they were facing. The VEAP program was nat ameliorating them. o

General Meyer emphosized that "turbulence” in the ranks-was the greatest

«daterrent to readiness in the armed forces today. Admiral Zech suggested " that

an investment in the educational growth of our young people, those who volunteer
}a serve in the military forces is an investment not anly in the strength of our na-
tian, but in a broader way, in the future of our country "

Mr. Mees, Acting Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Manpower, Reserve
Affairs and Installctions) suggested that "a properly designed new educational in-
centive program would improve the services' ability to compete, ino deteriorating
recruitment environmer-n, for high quality yaung people and at the some time meet
our critical retention need,”

Throughout the testimonies were the stated or implied implications that the

Services were having severe personnel problems, thot there was distress with the

-
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difficulties in getting ond holding “quolity” Individuols. Therefore, we were quite
estenished ta leorn of Or. Korb's rosy assessment of the recruiting ond refention
situation of the services todoy, ond that, therefore, there wos no strong need

4

for o non-cor;tributor): educotionol incentive packoge such.gs the Gl Bill.

~ -

Dr. Korb did point out thot the "stoJre of our ecanamy has chonged." We
suggest thot perhops the deterioroting employment possibilities for you:g,poople
, have contributed to the opparent upsurge in enlistments. However, with such o ’
volotile situotion regording ovoiloble manpower, it hardly seems prudent ta retreot

-

from support of o non-cantributary G Bill, which has been proved fo ke effective

-

in onrocting‘hig.;h-quolh} personnel. If the economy improves, and we oll hope

- .
it does, then it is've.ryl possible thot recruitment quatos will nat be met. Accord-
ing to most assessments, the contributory VEAP progrom wos so little used thot it

¥ connot realistically be oprsidered o vicble recruitmeht tool . Beefing it up into
on "ultro VEAP" progrom Yill nat toke the ploce of o G Bill.

AVC strangly believes thot in itself o peacetimé Gl Bill is worronted, ond
is in the best interests of the notion, the services, onsgdthe individuals. At the
same time, enough experience hos been goined with Gl Bills to ossure us thot it
is on effective imtrumsent to ottroct higher numbers @f high sch ol grodustes ond
college-bound youth. This would insure a more representotive militory force

that is consistent with the troditions of this democratic society.

- As Admiral Zech further testified last yeor, with o richer mix of high

school graduates, there would e ventuolly be o reduced demond for occessions




becouse there would be lower attrition rafes. The services gave testimony to

their interest in hoving o more represema wve force with a richer mix of high'
s __xgzool graduotes and upper percentile enlistees.
We suggest that fong-range geals and national consideraﬁon.s should be
the basis for meeting the personnel needs of the armed services. Respondgng to
the volatile marketplace of available young rpoles cn an ad hoc basis ma); at other

times provide acute problems for the services. A Gl Bill is needed, and has long-

ronge pluses as well as short-term gains. .

e would like ta moke an observotion about delimiting dates. As noted
-

in our platform eatlier, such delimiting dates have foreclosed the possibility for
many veterans of taking advantage of their educctional benefits, In the case of

Vietnam-era veterans, and no doubt other veterans, many had to delay going to

school ofter they left service for o variety of reasom: family, health, money prob-
lems, psychclagical readjustinent. Porticulorly, women veterans who often took on

roles of wives ond me thers whir h precluded them from punuing their educotional

k‘
gnoals for 2 numter of yeors, lost out on Gl Bill benefits. We do not see ony

reason for a delimiting date for the use of post-service educational benefits, par=
tizularly since they are eorned benefits, Today, the concept of "continving educa-
tion"~-of going to school at any and all stages of one's life--is an accepted modus
vivendi. There is no reason that we can see why it should not be operative in the
case of veterans education. We hope that the Committee will 3|iminare A~limiting

dates for a peocetime Gl Bill. In that way, @ ¢.1Bill weuld not be a preblem for -

4
-

retention,

AVC commends the Committee for considering this important legislation
and hopes thot it will derive an appropriate peacetime Gi Bill. We stand ready

: s
£ assist the Committee in ifs stydy and review.

Thank you for this opportunity to eXpress the views of the American Veterons
Committee..
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PrepARED STATEMENT 07 May, Gen. Francis 8. Greenuer (Rer), Execurive Vice
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. Gmm.an; 1 appreciate this opportunity to present the views of the
fataony] Guard aosoctaticn of the cnited States on H.R. 1400, the Veterans
tducational Assistance Act of 1981, wincn was reported favorably by the House
Veterans' Atfairs - awdtte almost one year ago.  We believe your oann;ttee
acted wisely and we urge the Congress to cnact H.R. 1400,

on March 11, 1982, the day cn whach the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Manpower, fescree Affairs and Logqistics, Dr. Lawrence J. Korb, announced Depart-
rent of vetersc ' > OppOsition to H.R. 1400, Lacutenant Ceneral Mas Thumman strongly
supported a "L.I. Bili"-tpc educational assistance incentive, General Thwman,
Deputy Chief of Staff Perscnnel, U.S. Amy, 18, in ny vaew, the one most Know-
Jestjeable perse, oh the subject of recruiting and retentaon of Ay personnel.

As Commorder, of the .5. Aomy Fegruiting Camand he developed the recxuiter force
and tecrulting tednn e, «hlch are currently performung so well in the Amy. He
krows first hand #hat works best in recrurting and retention,

In testimony before t."{: Subcammitiee ongd r and Personnel, Senata
Lomuttee on Ammed Services, General Thuman pad that whale the Ultra-VEAP,
VEARP tuth 4 kicker was working well, H.R. 1400 with o built-in advantaye for
the Ay wonld be mach better than Ultra-VEAP.

The epartment ot Defense (XD) educational assistance three-part
proposal 1s:

1. “Continue the VEAP with “kickers®.

2. Extend the 1989 G.I. Bi1ll Delimiting Date.

3. Continue the Selected Pesexve Education Program,
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The only new element in that proposal is extension of the delamiting
date to ten yeaxs after the members release from active duty. C’

pob sustafies 1ts opposition to H.BE. 1400 on the basis of the current
recruting and retention success, and notes that we are living in a different
world than when this discussicn bodan three years ago.

We are lavang in a different world., Congress has provided milatary
corpensation increases and there is Serious unesployment . Recrmatarst and retention
are always better dunirg tires of high unerployment.

Ihe Admmistration 15 Predictung @n end to the recession and much higher
erployrent rates. At the same tame, many un Congress are sugesting a lower than
plarned rulitary pay raise. ¥ believe these factors will greatly increase the
ditfioulty of recruiting and retaining service ren and wamen.

Oppofants ot i, 1400 make the point that the Vorld War If G.I. Bill was
a reward rrovided for those sho were drafted to serve in wWorld War IX, rather
than an wnountasae to spur recruiting.

v belleve that 1t 18 raqht and proper to now reward those who volunteer
161 oy Wi de ore affluent men and woren continue their schooljeg ox
otherwise prepare thereelves for €ivilian careers. e believe that such a
rewaxrd wili constitute a powerful wnoentive to cause men and wamen ¢ enlist even
when the economy ,, Wproved and the q}portmlcy\fo: civilian erployment 15
wgaoved. \2 ‘

vie recognize that a MON=CoRtIibutory educamom;l Ass1stance program is
eXpenGIYe.  MUuntaunird o volunteer military force is expensive, wit 1t 1S

very apparent that returning to o peacctume military draft 15 mot politically

feasible,
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The exasting nen-malitary educationa. grant and loan programs arc very
expensive — estimated to cost about $4.8 billion in FY 1981, The academic
iccwy 1s Joudly protesting Admimstraticn efforts to reduonghose prograns.

Wo suggest that those noa-filitary cduwcational grant and loan programs maght

s be modified by requiring military service to establish eligibility. But that
suggestadn is also not politically feasible. '

The DoD 15 concerned that too large an educational benofit might provide

b an incentive for the service member to leave the sexvice after he becames
_eligible for the boncfit. The most seraous mulitary manpower problem is the
serious shortage of pre~trained military ranpower available for recall to
active duty in the event of war, Servace members who leave active duty with
less than six years of sexrvice autamatically revert to the Individual Ready
feserve where they remaun avaslable tor recall until their six-year military
servior cbligation (450) is oonpleted. DoD is currently recommending that the
M5O be increased to eight years. Personnel wio leave active duty to use their
oducational benefit axe not lost to military service. They zomain available
even as thoy parsue their education. .

A series of Admnustraticns have been insistent on the All Volunteer Foree

have while resisting the establishrent of adequate incentives for recriating and
retentacn. The Selected Reserve Education Program which Dr. Korb's statement
addresses was strengly opposed by an earlier Admumistration. It was the Congress
that established the inochtive Prograns which have permitted the strong irprove-
rent m Guard and Peserve recruiting and retention programs. In making the case

for adequate educatucnal assistanos, General Thurman noted that when Coraress
increased the Guard and Reserve educational asistance program frem $2,000 to $4,000,
the nurber of personnel enlisting under that program increased from S00 up One year

'

to 6,000 the next,
“ Mr. Chairman, the Congress has led the way in developing incentives for Guard
and keserve rombership ard we are appreciative of the leadership which has been
and oontanues to b provided by thus suboomuttee to improve active servion
recxuiting and retention. Ve urge you to continue to press for enactment of

H.R. 1400,
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pREPARED STATEMENT OF ROBERT W. NoLAN, NaTIONAL Execurive SECRETARY, FLEET
- Resexve ASSOCIATION

INTROOUCT 10N

?r. Chafrman and members of this distinguished Committee, I am Robert W.
Nolasn, National Executive Secretary of the Fleet Reserve Asscciation. I appear
today not only representing our 154,167 members but also in behalf of all active
duty personnel of the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. As you can
appreciate, they arc vitally interested in the matter of a veteran's education

assistance bill and have followed the legislative action on this subject very

closely.

Based upon our previous testimony before this Subcommittee and the House
Armed Services Subcommittee on Military Personnel and Compensation you are
aware of the Fleet Reserve Association's continuing concern for the early
establishment of a meaningful education assistance program which will attract
and retain personnel in our Armed Forces. Our endeavors in support of this
goal are clearly demonstrated by the "G.I. Bill Forum" which we co-sponsored
with U.S. Repres¢ntative Duncan Hunter last year in San Diego, California;
our direct mail surveys to active duty pcrsonﬁcl to corroborate the infor-
mation we received at the forum., Additionally, we conducted another "G.I. Bi11"
poll during the FRA-sponsored USO 53~day tour show of the Pacific theater last
fall and the constant Stream of inquiries we receive on the subject via mail.
Based upon our resecarch we are absolutely confident that a fair and equitable

program will greatly assist in attracting to and r2raining personnel in military

service, “ f . .

SERVICE PERSONMEL'S REACTION TO
THE OEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE'S POSITION .
ON H.R. 1400 -

Speaking very frankly, Mr. Chairman, the active duty enlisted community
view ASSTSECDCF Lawrence J. Korb's testimony on H.R. 1400 three weeks ago

as a clear demonstration of the colloquial expression, "1 have some good news .

A
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~
and 1 have some bad news ~''. The career tembers in our Services who served

) during the Vietnam era are encouraged by the Department's willingness to pay the
cost of extending the 1989 delimiting date on the current G.1. Bill until ten

years after a member, who is eligible for the benefits, leaves or retires from

N the Service. But active duty enlisted members view the Department's proposal

to continue the current Veterans' Educational Assistance Program (VEAP) with

dismay! They cannot believe that after five years of practical experience with

this almost totally unsuccessful program, Defense would not only propose its

continuance for another year but would add "large kickers" to allow further

experinentation with a new wylera-VEAP"! To them, this sounds like a plan to

throw good money after bad money.
The Department of Defense's Statement credits the recent success in re-

cruicing and retention to the realistic increases in military compensation during

the past two years. We suggest there are also other practical factors involved

in this success, such as the current status of the nation's econonmy, the vastly

improved techniques in recruiting and the dedicated and professional labors
of our Services' recruiters. We believe there is even another key factor and
that s, the enlisted's expectations of a new G.1. Bill being enacted. These

reasonable expectations are clearly based on the well publicized positive activity

of all previous Defense witnesses and the Congress over the past two years:

But now, despite the fact that in its own words, "...All Services believe some

type of non-contributory educational benefit would be beneficial to them..."

the Department of Defense suddenly finds out that a meaningful G.I., 311l will

cost too much money:
v
Once again, we are allowing the dollar sign to be the deternining factor

° in our personnel needs. Wc should also seriously consider these other factors:
+ what if the natlon's economy improves and the Services will again be

competing with the private sector for the services of young Aser fcans?

'ERIC | 74
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* How do we plan to meet the problem that according to valid demographics,

x; within several years we will have to recruit one of every three cliiiblc

tecnagers?

+ what of the needless cost of training hundreds of thousands of new
recruits each year? ’ ¢
What of the risk of not tc:uinin; experienced mid-level military carcerists

~

¢« in our Services?
All of these questions should be carefully considered in determining the cost,
need and value of a meaningful edu.ational assistance benefits prograa.

it is clear to us that active duty personnel are most realistic and practical

in their expectations of a new G.I. Bill. Based upon their in-put to us, these
are the basic provisions they unanimously believe the new law should contain:

1. Only those personnel who have completed at Ieast one enlistment of
honorable service and who are ELIGIBLE FOR REENLISTHE&T’should be
eligible ;xceyt those released for a military disability with an
honorable discharge;

2. Persons serving a ccmbination of active service and Selected Reserve

or National Cuard service under longer terms should receive benefits;

3. The new law must have a stipulated limiting date after the service

member’s LAST discharge;
4. The program should be non-contributory;

% They adamantly oppose the linking of educational benefits to military

skilly;

6. They oelieve that maximum benefits should be carned over a period of

ten years of military service;

7. All believe that the educational benefits program be accurately

monirored to assure participants are adhering to strict academic

ERIC
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standards thus, protecting and preserving the progranm's scholastic
integrity.
Mr. Chairmas, we are aware of this Cozmittee's field hearings on this topic
and that your findings were the Same as those above. Ve are indeed pleased

that H.R. 1400 encompasses these provisions.

THE EXTENSION OF 31 DECEMBER 1989 DELIMITING DATE

- " on 29 July 1975, 1 appeared before this COmmittec‘rcqucstlng adjustment of
the current G.I. Bill's delimiting date to avoid the problem of military careerists
being forced to leave the éervlcc to avail themselves of their honorably earr~?
education benefits, .I wae unsuccessful at that time. However, now that the
Defense Depa;tmen: has Proposed a new delimiting date for qualified careerists
and AGREES TO FUND THE COSTS, the Fleet Reserve Assoclation urges the Congress
to accept and tnact Defense’s proposal on extending the delimiting date. Such

action on your part is in keeping with your laudable concern and beneficial

actions of the past in behalf of our mation's wartime veterans.

ACCEPTANCE OF A SCALED DOWN H.R. 1400
Mr. Chairman, the Fleet Reserve Association believes the nced for aﬁ

/ equitable and meaningful education assistance benefits Program is very veal
and justifiable. Therefore, we fully- support H.R. 1400, However, we always
atrive to he pragmatic. We appreciate the many justifiable demands on every
Federal dollar. If in the wisdom of the United States Congress, it is deter-
mined that a scaled down version of H.R. 1400 must be enacted, be assured thaﬂ
as long as the alternative adheres to the seve principles we have previously
outlined and it contains an amendment to cx:cnS\\Pc current delimiting date of

31 December 1989 to ten years after the eligible member's last discharge, the

FRA fully supports your endeavors.

o 7
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CONCLUSION

Mr. Chairman, we appreciate the many resources which the Congress and the

Department of Defense have to evaluate the nzeds of military personnel. By

.

the same token, we who lack these Lechnical resources have one resource upon

.
wvhich to base our opinions. That resource is experience, we have been there.
As 3 y,S. Navy Chief Petty Off{icer with twenty-tuo years of active military
service, 1 can truthfully state the enlisted military community believes the
“ N L 4

Departaent of Defense's position on H.R. 1400 to be penny wise and pound
fooligh.

' Ve see nothing costly or wrong with a policy of rewarding honorable mili-
tary scrvice with educational benefits. Based on the profitable 0xpcrianuc.0ur
nation has enjoyed with the G.I. Bills of the past, they have been an excellent
investment for the individual service person, the military Services and the
nation!

I thank you for the opportunity to share our viéwstuith you and stand
ready to answer the Committee's questions to the best of my ability. On
behalf of all Service personnel everywhere as well as my FRA Shipmates, I

~ thank you.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RicHARD W. JOHNSON, JK., NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR,
THE NON-COMMISSIONED OF¥ICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

- -

The Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA,
representing more than 250,000 noncommissioned and petty officers
of vur Nation's armed forces appreciates this opportunity to
share with the Subcommittee our views on the creation cf 2 new\
G.l1. Bill, First, however, NCOA commends the committee for its \\\
dedication to the Issues You have steadfastly pursued this
subject through al)l manner of obstacles. We admire and appreciate
your resolve.

NCOA's position on a new G.l. Bill has not changed \
substantially since our last appearance before the Subcommittee
on this subject. The Association still believes a new G.l. Bill
is needed both for the veteran and for the services.

Concern about recruiting new personnel and retaining skilled
mid-level and senior noncommissioned officers has given rise to a
new school of thought on a G.1. Bill. Mence, a new G.l. Bill is
not being considered for its benefit to the vetcraw} the service
member or society in general. These once primary concerns have
been subordinated t; recruiting and retentfon considerations. As
a result, the proposals have become cumbersome.

NCOA encourages the committee to go back to basics on the
issue. We ask you <o resist the urge to add 'whistles and knobs'
that may sound good but are not truly needed as appendages to a

veterans education program.
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A new G.1. Bill will be a valuable asset to recruiting and

retention if it is not adorned with frills, Like the Constitution
and good public law it must be 2 living document. 1t must be
equitable, enduring, capable of withstanding challenge, and easy
to understand. The key is simp,i~ity— basics. *
We believe a good basic bill is also one that will cost the
least amount nncessary to be successful. The benefit must be
respectable but there is no sense in paying Cadillac prices for
Chevrolet service. After all, a new G.l. Bill can only produce a
certain number of recruits and reenlistments no matter how much
money is spent on it.
H.R. 1400 Incorporates the basics of simplicity In its f
provisions but unless its cost is reduced it cannot be enduring.
Accordingly, NCOA would support the bill if It is amended to
e reduce its cost. z .
- Our recommendations to achieve this goal are simple. First,
provido a single basic benefit based on length of service. This
approach which was endorsed by the Congressional Budget Office,
will considerably reduce the cost of the program. €80 also

testified that retention, in their opinion, is not likely to

suffer. We agree.
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Second, we suggést making transferability of benefits a
contributory program. Certainly, this is the most controversial
part of the bill, and In all honesty, {ikely to be the least
productive. It will Influence a few peopie to reenlist but for ,
most it will be a windfall. NCOA advocates providing assistance
to service members who want to provide for their dependents
-educatlon. Assistance Is the operative word, We see no
" dependents’ right or service obligation to pay education benefits
and none is stated or Implied in any of the bills,
NCOA ls;probably the only organlzation prepared to state its
resol ved oppo;lthn to a directly transferablc'dependents
education program. The Issue was thoroughly discussed at our
last Natlonal Convention both in our legislative committee and on
the convention floor. The Issue was defeated fer several reasons.
First among them was Its potential expense. )
Second it does not have the potential to Influence many of

the people the Defense Department is trying to retai?. Proponents

(.

argue that the program Is an absolute must to a successful new U
G.l. Bill, But by its design it excludes almost 50 Lercent of the
force who are single or have not dependents. And, In our opinion,

it will do little to Influence those Qhose children are young.
Certalnly special pays wou!d be a cheaper way to encourage
reen}istments in critical gpcclaltics and other Incentives could

be unlversally used throughout the force.
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- NCOA members also focused on the many legal problems of
Implied ownership of the benefit if a marriage Is dissolved.
Another factor which rightfully concerns NCOA is the advantageous
-position officers would have. Since éfflcers generally are
college educated and many receive educational benefits through PY
ROTC programs prior to accession, the bill would be a windfall
not likely to improve retention. .
A contributory transferablli;y program will give servicemembers ’
who are seriously interested in providing for thelr dependent's
education some aésistance. It will give them a vested interest in
the benefit. It will prevent the program from becoming an expensive
windfall to some and it might reduce hhe cost of the bill byras much
as 30 percent. This savings If used to extend the current G.1. B111

delimiting date could have a measurable positlve effect on the whole

force.

As stated c;rllcr, we will strongly support H.R. 1400 if it is
amended to provide a reasonable basic benefit and a contributory
dependent education program. We belleve these amendments will give

the bill the endurance to withstand years of service.

Mr. Chairman, NCOA has been an advocate of reinstating the

G.1. Bill for several years. Last year Congress came very close
to enacting a new G.1. Bill. Huch of the progress that was made
last year came as a result of this Subcomni ttee's action.

Hope fully you will be able to generate passage of the bill this

year.

NCOA is confident of the Improvements we have suggested but A
we are more dedicated to the need and desire for a new G.l. Bill.

Accordtngiy, NCOA is prepared to support any reasonable proposal .
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PrepareD STateMENT or Max J. Benxe, Lecistative Counsel, THE NaTionan
1ATION FOR UNIFORMED SERVICES

n
. N ¢

Mr. Chairman, and members of the subcommittee, 1 welcome the opportunity
to present the views of the National Association for Umformed Services to this

\

L3
distinguished panel.

‘The National Association for Un‘if\&med Services (NAUS) is unique in that our
membership represents all rahks\of career and non-career service personnel aud
their wives and widows. Our membership includes active, retired, and reserve per-
sonnel of all seven uniformed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast
Guard, Public Health Service, and the National Oceanic ani Atmospheric Administra-
tion. With such membership, we are able to éraw informatior\; from a broad base for

our legislative activities. . .
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The attention and interest this subcommittee Is showing relaﬁve to the revival of
non-contributory education benefits for veterans demonstrates its responsiveness to ’
the needs of our young people who serve in defense of our country. You are to be
commended for your e{forts on this vitally important program.

Section 2210, PL 97-35 eliminated social security education benefits for children
age 18 through 22 attending post-secondary schools. The FY 83 Budget proposed to
eliminate Yeterans' Administration education benefits for dependent children of veterans
after age 18 attending post-secondary schools.

The FY 83 Budget also proposcs to eliminate for children of federal employees, student
benefits to conforin to changns 1 social security benefits enacted by Section 2210, PL 97-35,
Ths same budget proposes to restnct eligibility for-higher education aid to students (grants
and loans) to those most 1n need. It also proposes to increase the loan “origination fee”
charged on new loans from five to ten percent.

Cleariy, the conclfision can be drawn that educattan benefit cuts aie almed at middle
America. The exact pheple we are trying to recruit-for thefinilitary. It appears enact-
ment of a non-contributory Gl education bl would fill the needs of middle America and
our defense posture. Without a non-Contributory program and if alt these proposals are
enacted, only the rich can afford post-secondary school and only the poor will receive
government assistance. Mi;idle class Americans will be left with nothing.

The Admintstration 15 requesting $4.8 bilon 1n budget authority and $6.3 billion in
estimated outlays to support higher education activities in 1983, Budget authjfity for aid
te students for higher education (guaranireed student loans, campus based aid, and Pell
Grants) have 1ncieased from $3.1 billion in 1977 to $6.3 billion In 1981, Thisisonly a
remnder for 1t was n 1976 that the old GI Education Program was discontinued‘bccause of
cost. NAUS firmly beheves this nation has shor tchanged our citizens in this regard. The
taxi)ayer‘s education dolfar 1s better spe;\t on veteran's education benefits and the GAO

repor't HRD-22-15, December 3, 1931 adds credence to that stateinant. This report states
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that of 39,386 Pell Grant revipients surveyed, an analysis of thewr Grade Point Average

(GPA) revealed 19.9 percent were less than 2,0 and 9.5 percent less than 1.5, For 1,845 A

Social Security benefit recipient, 23.1 percent had GPA's less lhar; 2.0 and 1.8 less

than 1.5, For 8,019 VA benefit recipients, 12.4 pervent had GPA's less than 2.0 and only

3.3 less than 1.5, 1believe it safe to say, a large factor in the GPA comparison s the

maturity and motivatiun of the inajurity of thuse receiving VA benefits, These individuals

begin post secondary suhwul at a later age, having spent tune in the military which matured
4 “many of them and gave then suvine direction. Additivnally, this type of individual will have
more «notivativn and 15 inure prone tu be gual urientated than is the youngster fresh out of
high school.

The need for an educational assistance program for military personncl 13 real. Support
for such a prograin has been received from a pruad spectrum of august groups and indi-
viduals. Opposition tu a norr-contributory prugram frum a more narrowed spectrum seems
to be centered un the arguinest wiat the current Yeterans Education Assistance Program
(VEAP) is successful. Its suv.ess uegates any need for change or institution of a new pro-
gram. My only questioni is how successful 15 a prograin with a participation rate of 23 or
24 percent and a drop-out rate of 40 percent? i

Not only that, but Lieutenant General Maxwetl  Thurman, Army Deputy Chief of
Staff for Personnel has testified that the Am:.y needs a Gl cduvation bill to attract
college-bound youn;s. He has also stated, "If | had my way, I'd giadly trade in YEAP for
a GIBILL.," The expertise of this man cannot be uverlooked. It should be heeded. 1re-
mind you that ;)rlor to his present assignment he was in charge of Army recruiting. I
shere is anyone who testifies on this subject that should knuw what it takes to recruit
R good p:bplcy then that individual must be General Thurman.

One cannot question the value of educational assistance as a recruitinent tool, It
is definttely a benefit. Whenever benefit. of snilitary service are discussed, education
- ‘benefits enters the conversation very quu.kl;. If the individual is out of the service, use

of the old GI Bill 1 hugh on the list of that portiun of military service most beneficial.

O
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An educational assistance benefit has perheps the greatest value of all benefits
a recruiter can offer a prospect, The members of this distinguished panel have al-
ready heard this from everyone that has testilied to date. I would however like to

provide Survey results provided in testimony on October 6, 1981 by Miss Evelyn

Wilson, Director of Guidance, Arlington County Public Schools before the Subcommittee -

on Military Personnel and Compensation, House Armeu Services Committee. Miss
Wiison stated she had done a small survey of high school students. In response to her
question, do you plan on mihitary service after graduation? Twenty-eight replied yes
and 199 rcpl;ed no. To those who replied no, they were then questioned, if military
service would entitle you to an education assistance benefit, would you then consider
military service? Seventy-one then replied yes. This 15 one of the most compelling argu- .
ments that this congress enact a new educational assistance program that [ have heard
to date.

Addittonally, I would f.<c to point out that high schoo! guidance counselors have
as their main :bjccuve the {uture of their charges. They can guide them into an
occupation within their capabilities or to continue education. Fir those individuals with
college potential, but without monetary resources, military service can provide the re-
source. A guidance counselor can become a valued extenston o1 our recruiters. Are-
cruiter's job would be definitely eased because any prospect seat to a recCruiter by a
high school guidance counselor would already be sold on enhisting. The recruiter need
thie close the deal.

Of the various GI Bilt proposals that have been introducuc, NAUS does not Support
one at the expense of the others, We have found certain provistons in all proposals that
we can support. Likewise, we have found some provisions we cannot support, Because

of our membership, NAUS can only support a bill that treats all uniformed services

equally.




ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

81

Briefly, I will focus on provisions which NAUS believes should be included in
any edutational assistance program Congress enacts. Regardless of the program
enacted, it is imperative that such a program be fundable over a Jong-term. We do
not want a program that will be funded for five ur six years and then dropped because
of cost. The program must be equitable to gx')vernment and individual alike,

NAUS believes a new Gl Educational Assistance program at a miniinum should
contain:

1. Active Duty Requirement - Entitlement to minimum education benefits would

be extended only upon completion of twenty-four months active duty. Those indi-
viduals released due to service-connected disabilities would, ci Course, be exempt
from the twenty-four month minimum requireinent. Whei une reviews the full value
of these educational benefits, twenty-four months of service to one's country 15 hot
too much. Additionally, with all the indication of « possible return to the draft, .
twenty-four months wili imure than Likely be the period of service required of draftees.
If this nation does return to conscripted service, then the nation will be vbligated to
extend educational benufits to these draftees.

2. Maximum Entitiement - Ther;-sAx months of educational benefits should be the
maximum cntitlement. Most undergraduate degree requireinents van be fulfilled in four
schoo! years of nine months each,

3, Allowances - NAUS believes the computation of educational assistance allowances
should follow the forinat and scale as currently payable under Section 1682, Title 38, USC.
This format takes into consideration the number of dependents and whether the veterao is
enrolled full time or less than full time. Any new GI Bill should be as its name implies,
educational assistance. NAUS does not believe the intent of Congress should be to provide
a free-of-all-costs education program plus full living expenses, Full-time school attendance
for all veteraas 15 not desirable or feasible. Therefore reduced allowances for those who be-
canse: of inclination, employment or other reasons a ttend school less than full time should

he included in ary GI Bill.
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NAUS 15 not advotating that the current rate as stated in Section 1682 be used.
It is outdated and needs to be increased.

4, Program Completion Limitation - A provision requiring that educational

assistance entitlements be used within a specific time frame must be included This
time frame must commence on date of last discharge or release from active duty. A
period of not less than six years nor more than ten should be established.

5. Honorable Service - NAUS believes the requirement for honorable service is
not asking too much of the individual. In fact Jt1s rather easily attained. Anindi-
vidual has to exert considerable effort and tiine to be discharged or released under
less than honorable conditions. Those individuals released under less-than-honorable
conditions should be denied the privilege and benefits of educational assistance.

6. Reserve and Nationa! Guard Personpel - Special provisions must be made for

these valuable totat force components. NAUS defers to the expertise of those organ-
1zations with nermbership confined to Reserve and National Guard personnel.

7. Educational Leaves of Absence - It 1s this provision upor which NAUS would

Iike to focus 1ts strongest support. Such absences or sabbaticals will not only lend it-
self to retention of qualsty personnel, It also will allow the services to benefit directly
from the educationally smproved service member. NAUS can think of no better return
on our dollars spent on education th'an to return this individual to active duty, The
improved retention factor plus a more mghly quaiified and motivited individual extends
an immedia:e and direct benefit to the services. Our military academies and ROTC
programs attest to that factor, ‘
Educational Jeave of absences should be grantcy vnly to lhu.:;c whio have completed
not less than five years of continuous active duty, and not more than fifteen years. The
maxitaum Period of entitlemnent should not exceed twenty-four wonths, to be taken in
etther one twenty-foui month pertod or two twelve month perluds. Individual's should
be paid current bastc pay during this period but not basic. allowances for Quarter or sub-

sistence or other special and incentive pay. Individuals would be entitled to use Gl

Educational Assistance benefits authorized by Title 38 1f so desired.
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: E;iucauonal leave of absences should be restricted to those enlisted grades of E-5
and above and commassioned officer grades of 0-% and above. This benefit should be
estricted to warrant officers in the grade of W-3 and W-4, and W-‘l and W-2's with
five or more years active duty as an enlisted member.

Upon completion of‘cducangn program, individual would be obligated to complete
two months of active duty for each month absent. In the event the individual elects a
twelve month absence, obhigated active duty requireinent must be satistied belore a
second twelve month absence would be authorized. -

Periods of absence would be counted for promotion und retirement purposes. I
eligible, individx;al could be promoted during such leave of absences.

Trave! pay and dislocation allowance would not be payable either upon commence-
ment or completion of absence. Upon completion, individual would\return to last duty
station for assignment or reassignment if appropriate.

Application for leave of absence should be approved by Secretary of service con-
cerned only upon favorable recommendations by the individual's immediate unit com-
mander and comsnander with General Courts Martial jurisdiction. Approval should be
based on needs of the service, potential of individual to cumplete the course of s-tudy,
and relevance of such study to the service concerned. '

Service secretartes should also have the authority to ancel leave of absence due to
Presidential or Congressional declaration of war or national emergency or due to
individual gross misconduct or ssatisfactory performance in program of education
being pursued. ‘

Individuals who entered the service, or commenced active duty January !, 1977
or later should be ehgible for this entltlement. Such a retro-active provision would
entitle a few current active duty personnel to be eligible now. The provision would
help retain somne of the much needed middie leve! noncommissioned and petty officers,

warrant and commissioned officers that are now leaving the service.

The support for a new G! Education Bill 1s universal. What isn't universal is
agreement on lts provisions. It is time the haggling over these provisions stop.
Work should begin immediately to present to the full Congress a proposal which it
can enact Into law. ‘#hat can be accomplished by further delay?

Mr. Chalrman, this concludes my statement. 1 appreciate your Interest in this
matter and the privilege of appearing before you. At this time, 1 am prepared to

respond to questions.
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ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY 1

2438 WILSON BOULIVARD ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 2220t 1703 941:4300

26 March 1982 \

The Honorable Robert W. Edgar
Room 2442, RHOB
Washington, DC 20515

hear Mr. Edgar:

Thank you for your recent letter inviting our comments on recent teés-
timony by the Department of Defense concerning an educational benefits pro-
pram for members of the Armed Forces. Like you. we were surprised by the
Department's decislon ta continue the contribute y Veterans' Educational
Asaistance Program (VEAP) instead of requesting a non-contributery program
such as proposed in H.R. 1400,

From all the teatimony at the various committee hearings on H.R. 1400,
we concluded that the VEAP is not popular within the services. Only a
small percentage of cnlistees enroll in the program, and an cven smaller
percentage stick with it uptil discharge. We are frankly at a loss to under-
stand the Defense Department's conclusions about VEAP unless they are drawn
strictly from cost considerations and the current favorable recruiting cli-
pate. If this {s true, we believe the Department is being both unwise and
shortsighted. We think it prudent to be cautious about basing recruiting
forecasts on pregent experience and, therefore, continue to urge passage of
1 non-contributory tducational benefir for service personnel .

We aupport the other two major proposals of the Defense Department to .
extend the 1989 delimiting date on the current ¢. 1. Bfll until ten years
after a mesber, who is eligible for this benefit, leaves or retiresrand con=
tinuation of the educational incentive program for Selected Reservists.

Because we feel so strongly that a non-contributory educational assis-
tance program is vital to the long range manpower program of the Army, we
have preparced a new, updated version of our carlier testimony to your Sub-
committen. I ask that you enter it in the record of your hearings to be held
on 31 March.

* Cordtally,

ROBERT F. LIN
Major General, AUS Ret.
Executive Vice President

Jinclosure
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ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

2435 WILSON SOULEVARD ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 12301 17033 8414380

A Statement to the

Subcomaittee on Education, Training and Employment

4 House Committee o Veterans' Aftairs
31 March 1982 - .

While ail of the services arc currently enjoying succesgstal
Ty fecruiting and retention rates, We are concerned that it may be only a
temporary phenemenoca, asided not 1nsignificancly by the genercus pay
raiwe for service personnel approved by the Congress last fall and
the high unsnpleoyment situation existing throughout the country today,

As » resulz, we belleve 1t is shortsighted to predicate future
personnel policv on current recruiting and retention rates. It 1y,
therefore, the vlee\oi this Association that a new educational incen-
tives proyram 1or the Armed Forces is necessary to meet the long range
challenge) of reruitoent and retention of militsry personnel in both x
onr Active and Reserve Forces, and adequately to &dn the force fin the ,

19855 and beyend.

Whitever rducational assistance is enacted, it should be remen-
brred thit thers ire two distinctly different, but complementary,tunc-
tlons tov be isryed by educitional assistance legtglation: to ateract
ind recrnit brasht ,ouay men and women into the Arny; and, secondlv,
to rivouraze tho.» .ame bright vouang men and women to remafn in the

Aray.

coruits for the Total Army, AUSA believes

For recrultiag quilice ¢
ioaislation should tnclade the tollowing

tthit the eoducationyl benctifs
provisiong: .

~ EYlgibility ra,tricted to #igh School &ridustes with honorable
service and li=tv-d to wse in po,tw-secondary schowls onlvy. Exclude
altieers. . '

- A two-.rasr eulistment opTion. Mozt exprits in the recraltiag
hastne i, 4o aut Selreve that voua can obtain subitantial numbers ot qual-
10y wali,tmenrs in tne Aetive foree without this provision.

- provils ontitiement fur pufe reserve service.

- Mixi~it eatitieseat; 36 nonths of education, a full tour=,ear
coallogs propRrat.

.~ Baslc benefit earn=zd on 1 basis of one month of educativon for
soe wonth of active service or four months of reserve servive,

= Monthly sabsistence allewange should, initially, be oimilar
t, the Vietnaa ££a G. f. Biil, 1pproximately 5300, However, since anfla-

i fioan 3y Be very Tuch 3 part of 1 student’s 1{fe, the ba.ic ecatitiement
reald Lave A antomatic cosf-ot-living ad'justueent 1f 1t i, to be an
setey tive incentiye.  Onlw =miaz+al payouts are woing to be made fvtors
the third year lfer eaackrent, of 1986. B8y then even the mo.l inexpers
oo 1 setentivl recrast will oveooanrze $390/moath will not srovids mach

v Paayrt ne L meaecaniire sonool o0 T
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To butter 13lustrate the coste of a college education today,
we have included @ sompling of tmuition charges and fees at various
private and state <olleges and unitersities throughout the United
States. These were extracted from the fducation Directory, Colleges
and Universities 1980~81, publitshed by the National Center for Educa~
tion Statistics. Those of you who have children in college know that
tyition continues to rise and that room/board add sagnificantly to
cath requiresents.

« In order that the fndividual services may be competitive in
the warket place, we believe that the secrataries of the Military
Depsrtments should be granted the authority to add such additional in-
centiven Lo the basic educational Package to £111 critical military
vccupational spectaltics as the Sexvice may be willing to fund, and
the Congress authortize. As the data in Chart #2 demonstrates, the Army
~u,t have a competitive edge to arkract quality enlistees from the
deregsing supply of young men. Anong the four services, the Arpy ranks

3rd in the propensity of young :en o0 enlisr,

A an aid to the retention of quality careerists, the following
ad4ditional provisions should be considered: s ‘

- Monthly subsistence allowance increased to $600 for aix or
wisre years ot active service afrter date of enactment. -

« Transfer of carned entitlement to dependent children after ten
cearn of active service.

- Ggapt ten years after final scrvice separation to cormplete
uwing entitiement.

. txtend the current termination date of the Vietnam Era G. I.
pii}, 3} December 1989, to ten years after final separation. This
will pres inde those caxeerists now eligible for this benefit from con=
fronting the painfunl decision to leave the service in 1985 ro use it
or rerain fa service and lose the opportunity.

- Pernit careeristg, now eligible for VEAP who become eli~
¢ible for any new educaticnal benefit, to withdraw personal contribu~

tiun, with itterest.

As for funding, AUSA believ:c the bdasic entitlement for active/
renerve service should be funded by the VA and all other provisions
ty the Department of Defense.

This incentive for military service could and should be financed
without increased federal funding by use of funds available in Depart-
ment of Edncation grant and loan programs. In fact, it is AUSA's be-
ft1ef that, 1f these pregrams are net <ignificantly reduced, it is ques~
tiouable 3f any pew Veterans' Education Assistance Program would sig-
nificantly improve the qualiey of personnel voluntarily entering the
Nor only 1s no service required for those other federal pro-
srars and no pay back fs required for grants, but the national direct
wtudent loan program reports over $732 nmillion in defaulrs. We have
developed a system of educational benciits that offers more to those
sho chowse Tot to serve their country tham to those who do.

wefvice,

Lo pite the unwillingness of the Administration to support legis~
tation for a noncontributory educational assistznce program at this
time, we belive prudent personnel ranagement planning dictates other~
wise, In fact, it was Representative Bob Edgar of the Veterans' Affairs

fommittee who .s3d it best al 3 hearing earlier this month, when he
54, "The rime to fix 3 leakv roof is before the rains begin - when
vhe wwn i ohinfap.™ We aprer,  The time to enact a G. 1. %411 -

it L
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23 March 1982

CHART f1

ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

«

Tuition/Fees for College

The following are tuition and fees charged by a sampling of
U.5. colleges and universities across the United States. For state
institutions, the fees cited are for in-state students. Source: Educa-
tion Directorys Colleges and Universities 1920-31.

Auburn University (State) §720

Univ. of S. Alabama (State) $991

Univ. of Alaska (State) $572 !
Arizona State (Szate) $600 |
Grand Canyon (Private) $1952

University of Arkansas (State) $600

CAL TECH (Private) $5289

CAL Lutheran (Private) $3100

Loyola (Private) ‘ $4020

UCLA (State) §759

usc (Private) $5310

Colorsdo School of Hines (State) 51282

University of Denver (Private) $4530

Connecticut College (Private) $5900

University of Connecticut (State) $1068

Georgetown (Private) 54970

Howard (Private) $2025

upC (DC) $199

Bethune Cookman (Private) $2728

Florida A & ¥ (State) $742

Georgla Tech (State) 5874

MBercer (Private) $3300

University of Hawail (State) §478 4
Idaho State (State) . $470

bePaul (Private) §3135

University of Chicago (Private) $5100

University of Illineis (State) 5984

Ball State (State) §975

Purdue (State) . $1008

Notre bame (Private) §4630

brake {(Private) $4060
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Oniversity of Iowa (State)
Yansas State (State)
University of Keotucky (State)
Gracbling (State)

LSO (State)

Boudoin (Private)
University of Maine (Stare)
Johns Hopkins (Private)
University of Hary)and
Azherst (Private)
Boston University (Privase)
Harvard (Private)
MIT (Private)
University of Massschuserts (State)
Univeristy of Detroit (Private)
University of Michigan (State)
Custavus Adolphus (Private)

(State)

‘University of Minnesora (State)

Alcorn A & B (State)
Mississippl State (State)

St. Louis University (Private)
University of Missourd (State)
univeraiﬁy of Montana (State)
Creighton (Privaze)
University of Nebraska (State)
University of Nevada (State)
partwouth (Private)
University of Hew Haopshire (State)
Rutgers (State)
Frinceton (Private)
New Mexico State (State)
Univeraity of Albuguerque (Private
New York City Un
Cornell (Private)

Fordhaw (Private) .
Long Island University (Private) \
State University of New York (Srate)
Vassar (Private)

Davidson (Private)

puke (Private)

E. Carolina (State)

N. Dakota Statec (state)

Kent State (State)

Oral Rolerts (Private)

Oklalioma State (State)

Oregon State (State)

Pucknell (Private)

Lchigh (rrivate)

Penn State (State)

fversity (Slaze[Locnl)

$830
5764
5682
§651
$562
$5885
§950
$5075
5884
$6345
§5515
56490
§6200
$1113
53840
$1468
54300
$1078
$768
5930
$3700
5822
5657
$3300
$959
$720
56075
§1416
$1129
§6300
$708
52850
§976
$5860
$3750
§3554
§1002
§5375
§4385
S474L0
§578
5633
$31174
§2110
S600m
§924
$5561
55130
51641

-~
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University of Pennsylvanis (Privace) $6000
Brown University (Private) $6140
University of Rhode Island (State) $1235
The Citadel (State) $855
Furmag (Private) $3388
Usiversity of South Dakota {State) $817
East Tennessee State (State) $570
University of the South (Private) $4635
Baylor (Private) $2240
TCU (Private) $3110
Texas A & H (State) $489 .
MU (Private) $970
University of Utah (State) $702
Bennington College (Private) $7380
University of Vervont (State) $1828
University of Richmond (Private) $4100 .\
University of Virginia (State) $1042
vMI (State) $1820
Seattle University (Private) $3555
University of Washington (State) $687
W. Virginia Universtry (State) $492
Marquette (Private) $3620
$956

University of Wisconsin (State)

To these amounts, Using as a fair example the University of
Oregon, we should add, for 9 months of school:

Personal Miscellaneous Expense: $900
Books and Supplies: 285
Room and Board:
Single Student (Dorm) ($2250)
Single Student (Off Campus) ($2520)
(53135,

Married Student(On Campus)
Marricd Student(0ff Campus) ($5040)

Taking the minimum case, an additional $3425 4s required.

it is apparent that, in no case, could an ex-serviccman attend
any ¢ollege on the basis of a G. I. Bill pay:ng only $300/month. A

job, family support, Savings or vorking spouse would be necessary and
the amounts from these scurces would have to be significant, practic-

ally ruling ecut private i{nstitucions vhich have sanple tuition/fee
Stacre institutions would require

cosets ranging from $2025 to $7380,

berveen $500 and $1600 for tultion/fees or,for a single student in a
dorpitary betveen $4000 and $51006 cach nine month period == $1300

to $2400 ro be obtained frem sources outside C. L. BLll.

e tustitutions and shoun that attendance
ingle student will require §$125 to $275
lear that if non-resident tuition
s further comstrained to

Having ruled ocut privat
at % state institucion by a s
monrhly outside income, it also is ¢

i« added ($2300 in Oregon), the veteran i
atrend school only in his state of residence.
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YOUTH ATTITUDE TRACKING STUDY

Propensity to Serve in A Specific Service

75 76 77 18 79 80
Ar Force 20.4% 17.9% 15.7% 15.6% 15.3% 18.6%
Navy 19.67 16.5% 15.5% 1h.4% 13.44 13.1%
Army 18.4% 14.5% 12.7% 11.8% 11.8% 13.0%

-
A

Marine Corps 14.9% 12.42 11.0% 10.0% 10.0% 10.8%

Prepared by:

The Public Sector Research Group of
Market Facts, Inc.

1750 K Street, NW

Washington, BC 20006

CHART #2
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March 22, 1982

Honorable Robert W. Edgir, Chairman
Veterang Aftairs Subcommittes oD
gducation, Sraining snd Employment

17,5, House of Reprusentatives

335 Cannon House Qffice Building

washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Edgar:

Thiz ¥s ib response to your letter of March 18, 1982, wherein
you requasted The American Legion's views on the Department of De-
fense Staterment of March 11, pertaining to the Administration's
position on the ustablishment of an educational program for members
of the Armed Eofces. We are certa:nly pleased to have the opportu-
nity to provide puu with comments on our posture as compared with
the Administration‘s stand on this xmp?r:an: iasue.

The Lagion :s mandated by Fesoluzion No.. 58, approved by the
National Convention sn September 1-3, 1981, to support legislation
vo authorize and tund an education ANCENtive Program to assisy in
che recruitiment and retention of individuals in the Armed Forces
and the Reserve Components. It is our position that such a program
should be funded 3s a Department of Defense function, and be admin-
r9tersd by che Veturans Admanistration, as that agency has the
wsnarelse in Jdminlstering aducational benefit programs. A Copy
af the resolusion is attached for your information.

My, Lawrence Xorb's statement to the two Subcommitterns rueeting
1IN Joint 9w3sSlOon Proposes 4 Sontinuation of the current VEAP proqran
provided under Chaster 32 of title 38, United States Codu, thrcugh
¥7 1943, a3 well 13 an extension of the termibpation datu for bene-
Yits payable under Chapter 34 of the zitle, beyond 1989.

The VEAP pregram has not ox¥perivnced 4 desirable participatacn
rate singz its ihception. The laitest available figqures show that
1egs than 25% of military per.Onhel age participating in the proqgra
ind Gurrently There existy o A0l Jrop-out rate. Thua, it 1w very
anliX-~ly that the VEAP program i doing much to draw wndav.duals ot
the militiary serview, ard gt 13 deing fess 1o Keep them theso.

. 96
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The American Legion could go along with an extension of the
verminytion date of the current GI Education program 3£ the De~
partmeny, of Defense were £O assume responsibality for lits cost.
Indeed, M\t is likely that a small group of careerists with Viat=
nam-era mhlitary experience could be induced to remain in the
service rather than leaving to persue educational goals. However,
such an extehsion would have no retention effect on those would-be
careerists of ‘the post Vietnam-cra period. In that regard, the
retention probld@ of the services would remain largely unsolved. «

Auother importapt consideration is the nature of chapter 34
educational benefits.~ Those benefits are intended t provide
Vietnam-era vaterans assistance in readjusting to civilian life
and to provide them with an opportunity to attain the level of
education accomplished by their non-veteran peers. These indi- )
viduals, having decided to make a career Of the military, have ‘
also had an opportunity to use their educational benefits while
remaining on active duty. Mpreover, since chapter 34 benefits
were specifically designed as a readjustment program, the desir-
abiliey of extending it for retention purposes 1is questionable.

For that reason, it is morc appropriate to adopt a peace-time

GI education program which is specifically designed for recruit-
ment and retention purposes and which could be expected to success=
fully achieve its stated objectives.

The American Le:gion strongly supports the provisions contained
in H.R. 1400 as 3 measure which will prevent any confusion between
readjustment and recruitment/retention proqrams and which can be
sxpected to work. Our only reservation concerning H.R. 1400 is that
the Department ot Defense ought to be f£iscally responsible for the

_program leaving administrative responsibility to the VA.

While recruitment eftorts in all branches of service have met
with success in recent months, it should be recognized that signif-
icant pay increases in the last two consocutive years have been the
principle cause. Reqruitment problems can be expected toO arise once
again, in our judgerent, if further pay increases are delayed and
when the genaral economy improves.

In conclusion, we believe a non-contributory peace-time Gl
education package should be adopted as the best means to »olving
gerious anticipated and current recruitment and retention problems.
vour consideration of the Ledgion's views, as always, 18 appreciate d.

Sincerely,
””’ E. thlxp Riddin, Dirvetor
National Legislatsve Connission

£ncloyure

set To wach cubcommittse member.
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63rd NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
HELD IN HONOLULY, HAWAILI
H 1981

EPTEMBER 1-3,

RESOLUTION 58
COMMITTEE: Hational Securlty ~

SUBJECH EOUCATION INCENTIVES FOR ACTIVE AND RESERVE FOACES

WHEREAS, Congress has terminated the education program undetChapter 34, Title 38,
Uni ted States Code, for those persons enlisting In the Armed Forces of the United
States on or after January 1, 1977; and

WHEREAS, Congress replaced this educational assistance program with a less gener=
ous experimental contributory program under Chapter 32, Title 38, which Is known a5
the Post~Vietnam Era Vaterans' Educatlonal Assistance Program, or "VEAP,! wherein
the Federal Government matches on a (wo-to-one basis the deposits by the individual
«ititary member to VEAP up to $5,400; and -

WwHEREAS, the Secretary of Defense 15 authorized under this program to contribute ad~
sitional unspecitied amounts to an individual's VEAP account above that Tevel as a
recrul ting or retention Incentive; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Education now provides without service requirement, di-
rect and Juiranteed student 10ans with minimal interest rates which do not require
repayment to commence unti! 3-12 months after graduation with complete repayment
within 10 y=2ars; and

WHEREAS, all military services are experiencing great difficulty In recrui ting and
retaining military gersonnel and it is apparent that this problem will worsen in

the 1380s as the number of 18-year nid men decline to 1.7 million in the latter part
of the decade, thus requiring the services to récruit 50% of all military age males
who are physicaily and mentally qualified and who are not enrolled in college in
order 1O maet the manpower needs of the services; and

WHEREAS, The Amecrican Legion believes that educational incentives play an important
part in the recrurtment and retention of personnel, and any attempt to restrict or
delete such beacfits as a cost-saving measure would adversely affect the military
services ability to meet their accession and retention goals; and

WHEREAS, The Amcrican Legion believes that the declining numbers of 18-year old men
will likely force resumption of the draft, and will encourage Congress to authorize
an education incentive program as a readjustment benefit comparable to those that
were provided under Public taw 39-358, the so-called "Cold War Veterans Reddjustment
Act;™ now, therefore, be it

RESGLVED, by The American Legion 1n National Conventicn assembied in Honolulu, Hawaii,
Septemper 1-3, 1981, that we drge Congress to enact legislation which would suthorize
and fund an education incentive program to Support retenticn and recruiting for Active
and Reserse Forces, examples of which follow:

13 Z¢ 3 ore=service benetit, 3 loan forgi/eness program for direct or qua-
- anteed aducatinnal 191as by the Federal Government which would reduce or zancel
necn Foass through honoragle militdry servige; -

2} As an in=sersice berefit, the current 754 limitation on in-service tuition
16s5istnce could be expanded to provide payeent of 90Z of instructionaliy related
expenses as well 35 bastc tultion costs or fees in lieu of tuition;

3} As a post-service benefit, educational benefits patterned after Chapter
34, or JEAP progrars, could be extended to those who do not avail themselves of
either te pre=service of 1n=service Programs; and, be it further

RISOLJED. that The American Leginn recomand L0 Congress that Jany such educationaf
sncents se program ve funded as 3 Department of Defense function but be administered
oy the Yeterins AdminiStration since the VA currently has staff and expertise to
visimigter 4ath 3 @ERarit.
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The Honorabl{é Bob Edgar
Chairman, Sybcommittee on Education, v
Training ?nd Enployment
u. s. House of Representatives *
Washington, D. C. 20515
Dear Mr. 7hairman:
Thank you for your recent letter and enclosure thereto in the form of the
testimony of Dr. Lawrence J. Korb before a joint hearing of the House Armed
Services and Veterans' Affairs Committees with respect to educational benefits
for the all-volunteer forces.
Wé, as vou, are surprised at the about-face the Depattment of Defense has
done with respect to its support of H.R. 1400, the "Veterans Educational Assis~
tance, Act of 1781." However, we are not in a position to take exception to the
rationale for withdrawing their support of the hill.
Our current Resolution No. 782, among other measures, supports removing the
delimiting date on eligibility for such benefits, and a copy is enclosed.
With best wishes and kind personal regards, I am
Sincerely,
DONALD H. SCHWAB, Director N
National Legislative Service
DilS/ket
Enclosurte
»
c
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Resolution No. 782

VIETNAM-ERA G.I. BILL EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS

WHEREAS, our great organization recugnized that each generation of vetersns
bas nesds different from those of earlier eras; and

< YHEREAS, “he Vietnas var took Place during & period of vast changes steming
in part fron the complexities of new technology that have created s highly indus-

triel, urbanized society; and

WHEREAS, since tne last increase ir educational benefits in 1977, ve have
3 witnessed a double-digit inflation rate vhere the costs of education have exceeded
the rate of inflation; and

. WHEREAS, the returns from such programs have far exceeded the Federal invest-
men?t therein; and

/ WHEREAS, many Vietnanm veterans, for & nuzber of reasons, have not had the
opportunity to avail themselves of these benefits; now, therefore

BE 1T RESOLVED, by the 82nd Nevional Convention of the Veterans c¢f Foreign
Wars of the United States that we seek the passage of legislation to amend the
Vietnan-Era Education and Trainihg Act which would {1) extend entitlement there-
undar from 45 to 48 months; (2) secure an increase in benefit levels at least cou-
porable to the increase in the Consumer Price Index; and (3) rezove the delimiting

date on eligibility, for such benefits.

$
Adopted by the §2nd National Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 14-20, 1961.
[
Resolution No. 782
2
-
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- STATEMENT OF
STEPHEN L. EDMISTON
ASSOCIATE DEPUTY
. NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR
DISABLED ‘AMERICAN VETERANS
TO THE ’
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS

MARCH 31, 1982

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE:

On behalf of the more than 707,000 members of the Disabled
American Veterans, I wish to :hank you for providing us this
opportunity to comment on the views expressed by the Departm;nt
of Defense regarding the establishment of an educational benefits
program for members of the Armed Forceé, which were presented
before a Joint Session of this Subcommittec and the Armed
Services Subcommittee on Military Personnel and Compensation on

March 11, 1982.

As you know, Mr. Chairmun, the Department of Defense, at the

March 11, 1982 Joint Hearing, set forth a three-part proposal to:

1. Continue, through Fiscal Year '83, the current
Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP)
and extend the so-called kicker option implemented
by the Secretary of Defense.

2. Extend the current December 31, 1989 delimiting
date for Chapter 34 eligibles to 10 years following
discharge or retirement from military service; and

3. Continue the present educational incentive program
for the selected reserves.

10
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Like you, Mr. Chairman, we were also surprised by this

proposal, particularly poD's proposition to extend the Veterans
i ~

Educational Assistance Program'through Flséal Year 1983.

The Department of Defense spokesman stated that all‘ the
Services supported an extension of VEAP because they didn't
believe they could afford an expanded educational benefit program
at the present time. Quite frankly, we find DOD's statement
absurd, particularly in light of their Fiscal Year 1983 budget
request which is up by more than $34 billion over the present

AY
Fiscal Year.

The bill (H.R. 1400) that was favorably reported by this
Subcommittee last year—-a proposal which would go a long way
toward providing an educational incantive for military serxvice--
only had an estimated cost of $22 million in Fiscal Year ‘82 and
Fiscal Year '83. Beginning in FY 1984 the cost of the program
was projected to rise to $225.5 million. It is hard for us t2
imagine that the Department of Defense could not f£ind $22 million

in their Fiscal Year '83 budget for such a program.

From our vantage point, everyone except the Department qf
Defense agrees that the Veterans Educational Assistance Program

has not had the success expected--that is, assisting the All

: 102
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Volunteer Force in recruiting young men and women into the

military service.

Department of Defense statistics reveal there has been low
participation in the VEAP program and the dropout rate among
those uﬁo do elect to participate has been alarmingly high. This
situation, in our view, has led to the program being widely

criticized.

According to DOD, the various military services, particularly
the Department of the Army, have dramatically improved their
efforts in achieving their recruitment and retention goals since
1980. They have attributed this success to the overall "benefit
package”--better pay, bonuses and reimbursements, and a more
realistic housing allowance--now made available to military

members .

Frankfy, we are pleased, as I am sure most Americans are, to
hear that our Armed Forces appear to be getting the quantity and
quality of personnel needed to bring our military to full
strength. However, we think it is quite obvious that the reasons
the military services have achieved these successes in the past
two years are not solely limited to the benefit package as
inferred b& the Department of Defense, but rather a combination *

of factors,
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\ Certainly, one cannot discount the rising unemployment rate

) and the economic recession that has severe}y affected our country
over the past two years as key factors in the Services' recruit-
ment and retention successes, Of course, no one can accurately

J ‘nake a judgement in this regard, particularly as to whether or

not the current recruitment and retention rate will continue in

cl& future. ’ §

It is our belief that a comprehensive benefit package, to
include competitive pay, bonuses and reimbursements, realistic
housing allowances and an attractive noncontributory educational
benefit program will provide the military with the necessary
éools to insure a successful recrultment and retention effort for

the future.

As you well know, Mr. Chairman, recent history has clearly
shown _that noncontributory educational benefits can be effective
means to attract high quality personnel into the Armed Forces,
not to mention, of course, the economic return in tax dollars the

country receives as the result of such an investment.

As we stated in testimony before this Subcommittee last year,
the DAV believes that a noncontributory educational benefit
program, such as proposed by H.R. 1400, will go a long way in

assisting the military Services in recruiting and retaining suf-

£
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ficient quality personnel to man the All Volunteer Force now, and

in the future.

.

Mr. Chairman, let me relterate our concerns regarding the
funding of a new peacetime GI Bill, Specifically, we object, as
proposed in H.R. .1400, to the Veterans Administratioé's “footing
the bill® for even a portion of a DOD recruitment and retention
program. However, we have no objection to the VA administering
the benefit, for without a doubt there is no other federal
department or agency better equipped or experienced to handle the

job.

Our objectlon5 to the VA funding such an entitlement program
for the Department of Defense is further heightened by the
increasing criticism that has been levied at the Veterans
Administration budget over the past several years. I am cértain
you have also heard the alarm expressed over the growth of the VA

budget and we know you share our concerns.

Iin clqsing, let me state quite clearly thig,it is not our
intention to discourage the enactment of H.R. 1400. On the
contrary, we think the measure would add immeasurably to the
gsecurity of our nation. However, because of the severe restraint
on federal spending imposed upon all federal departments and

agencies and the stiff competition for program funding, we

believe that the first priority of the VA is to utilize its
available resources to improve and maintain the level of benefits
and services provided to America's service-connected disabled
veterans.

Again, Mr, Chairman, I wish to thank you and the members of

the Subcommittee for providing us with this opportunity to com-

ment on this important issue. la
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Nat.onat Heedquorters ® MINUTE MAN MEMORIAL BUILDING
§ CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
TELEPHONE 202/479:2200
ARMY » NAVY » AIR FORCE * MARINE CORPS * COAST GUARD » PUSLIC HEALTH SERVICE + NOAA
March 25, 1982

The Honorable Bob Edgar

Chairman

Subcommittee on Education, Training
and Employment

Committee on Veterans' Affairs

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of March 18, 1982, redquesting the
Reserve Officers Association's views on the statement of

Dr. Lawrence J. Korb before the 11 March 1982 joint session of
the Veterans' Affairs and Armed Services Subcommittees regard-
ing educational benefits for members of the Armed Forces.

We are pleased to have the opportunity to offer our comments
which follow:

ROA has testified previously that the primary objective of
educational benefits for members of the Armed Forces are acqui-
sition of service personnel, retention of members of the Armed
forces and, as an important adjunct to these two elements, the
improvement of the education and 4ualify of the servicemen ahd
women in the Armed Services. We have ialso testified that the
educational benefit should be noncontributory and available to
all personnel after serving a minimum of 24 months.

~

We are pleased to note that Dr. Korb proposes to extend the 198%
delimiting date on the current GI bill until ten years after a
member who is eligible for this benefil: leaves or retirces from
the service. Legislation to accomplish this extension is essen-
tial to prevent an exodus of trained and experienced personnel
who, under current law, will have to leave the service in order
to take advantage of the ecducational opportunities presently
available.

We are disappointed to note that after Dr. Korb states,."All ser-
vices bzlieve that some type of noncontributory educational bene-
£it would be beneficial to them...," he recommends continuation

of VEAP with "kickers" to permit flexibility in increasing the
number of high quality recruits in areas where they are most needed.

10g

.




102 *

pr. Korb's rationale that "VEAP is a relatively low-cost program
and the adverse effects of VEAP on retention are small”™ is 1in its
own way faint praiss of VEAP's success! As the Secretary of the
Air Force's Posture statement states on p.37, "The Veterans Educa-
tional Assistance Program (VEAP} has, by its contributory nature
and low benefit, proven to be a poor recruiting incentive."”

or, as LTG Maxwell R. Thurman, Deputy Chief of Staff for Person-
nel, U.S, Army, stated on 2 March 1982 before the House Armed
Services Military Personnel and Compensation Subcommittee, "A

noncontributory program would doubtlessly attract more young \ .

people toward nilitary service, strengthen our defeasec and improve
our Nation's potential to become a more productive society." .

Regarding Dr. Korb's desire to continue the current Selected -

Reserve Education Program, ROA has testified that Reservists should

be included in a noncontributory GI bill (such ags H.R.1400) with /
benefits carned at the rate of one month for each two months of

gervice in the Reserve or National Guard. The entitlement would

be available to all personnel after serving a minimum of 24 mpnths

and would contain provisions for part-time study.

Dr. Korb's statements rc¢garding the improved quality of current
racriits, combined with recent recruiting and retention succ:sses,
i3 certainly notewcrthy and great credit is due to the Administra-
tion and to the Congress for taking steps, particularly in the pay
area, to improve the attractiveness of service life. However,
just because things have improved recently is no reason to assume
that the mixture of conditions which has brought about ‘the change
for the better will necessarily continue into the future. An
improvement in the civilian job market picture or a perceived
reduction in military compensation could reverse the trend and
bring about a rapid return to the recruiting and retention prob-
lems Prevalent only a few years ago. ROA believes that the proper
educationa} incentive program can have both a short-term and
long~term positive impact on recruiting and retention while simul-
taneously upgrading the quality of the Armed Services.

I am enclosing for your easy reference a COpy of my testimony on
H.R.1400 given to the Houso Armed Services Millitary Personnel and
Compensation Subcommittee on 28 October 1981.

Sincerely,

%Milnor Roberts
Major General, AUS (Ret.)

Executive Director

JMR/1la
Enclosure
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National Military Wives Association, Inec.

April 7, 1982

Nr. Chairman, distinguished members of the committee, -

I am Judy Pearson, chairperson of the education stud& group
of the National Military Wives Association. I appreciate the
opportunity to once again address your committee regarding the
educational incentives legislation. We believe that if the
nation wants to retain quality military members and their
families and also recruit new quality military members, with
supportive families, they are going to n2ed the assurance of
educational incentives legislation. We feel it is vital that a
provision be made for transferability to spouses and dependent
children in order to retain superiorcareer military members.

Althcugh the military usua&ly recruits a single person, the
majority who reenlist or remain are married. Air Force members
with families comprise two-thirds of their force; approximately
55 percent are married in the other servlces. One Air Force
study states that spousal support for an Air Force caresr is a
critical retention factor citing 70 percent of the men and 74
percent of the women would leave the service without that support.
These figures demonstrate that the dccision to make the military
service a career is a family decision and commitment. Even
though the family commits its support to the military member's
decision to pursue a military career, they know there will be
financlal sacrifices, lack of employment opportunities for .spouses,
familf separations, and lack of a stable life.

Recruited undex the old GI Bill, the service member had
something to look forward to; it was an incentive, a reward and
offered security at the same time. With the institution of the
All Volunteer Force,in 1976 the Veteran's Educational Assistance
Program was designed as a recruitment and retention incentive,
but because it 1s a contributory program, recruitment was not
ailed. Xn fact, recruiting high schoo} graduates has become even

10§
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more difficult since 197s.

Despite the fact that the Department of Defense states that
VEAP works and 1s4a cdst effective program, all other sources
and witnesses consistently cite-its failure. A 23.,f percent
participation rate with a 40 percent dropout rate does not speak
highly for the program. While the recruit is usually single,
he/she most often marries in the next few years ind raises a
family. Yes, the recruit might be able to enroll and contribute
i1nto VEAP, but the married member with his increased responsibilities
can acccunt for several financial factors which contribute to the
poor usage of VEAP:

' - unemployment among military wives LS twice as high
as civilian wives.
~ continual moves repeatedly cause loss of money for the.
military famaily. .
~ separations plice addicional financial burdens on the
family, for example, if a child is in college, added
eXpenses are incurred to maintain a family relationship.
There 18 simply no extra money to contribute to a plan for the
service merber's future education; meeting the fingpeial needs
of everyday family life comes first. So, after spending a lifetime
serving the country, the enlisted person and officer alike have
no assurance they can enter the civilian world. In many cases, they
are not prepared for a career as a civilian. It should be
remembered that these people could be as young as 38 having served
20 years or 48 having served’30 years. At least the old GI Bill
recognized the need for the enlistee and officer tc prepare “imself
for this transition by offering an educational program.

In view of the fact that we have an All Volunteer Force, the
pepartment of Defense, pepartment of Transportation and Congress
must think of the military service as a career. The focus should
be long-term. It is very short-sighted and very dangerous to base
the decision not to implement a GI Bill on one or two years of good
recruitment. This 1s most likely a temporary condition predicated
on a poor aconomy and high unenployment. In just three years,
there will be a 24 percent reduction in qualified rales eligible
for recruitment. One in three will have to joxnfto meet NManpower

i
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needs. The GI Bill 1is a Hreat incentive tv join the services and a
goed way to attract more highly motivated personnel..

But the GI Bill as previously designed is not the key to
retention. It must include a provision that would allow the service
member to transfer the educational benefit to a spouse or dependent
child. As a retention tool, the transferability provision is vital.
The scrvi%e member must "earn" the benefit and, therefore, should
be allowed to choose how it is used, without peralty or subsequbnc

financial contributions. Even CBO cites that transferability

would offset increased separations caused by the way educational
benefits are to be used. Forty-one percent of third-term personncl
leaving the Navy cite "loss o} the GI Bill benefit™ as a major
reason for exiting. This, coupled with the fact that it costs
$100,0600 to train a petty officer and $1 million to train an
officer, DOD should be asking "how can we afford not to offer a
transferability provision?” The long-range effects of not offering
1t could be financially devastating. .

In a recent six week trip to Europe by two National Military
Wives Association members visiting 28 locations, the GI Bill and
transferabiiity provision were discussed. In all cases there was
qgreat enthusiasm about the possibility of transferring the bencfit
to a spouse or dependent child. It has been stated time and time
again that this provision could offer the potential careerist just
the right incentive to stay with the military service.

It is time to think of the military service Conmitment as a
carcer. It 1s time to acknowledge the fact that the security and
happiness of the careerist's family is vital to maintaining the
necessary manpower 1n the uniformed services. A GI Bill is necessary
to recruit these highly motivated personnel and a transferability
provision 1is necessary to retain them. The disadvantages of imposed
mobility, frequent separations, inequities in medical care and
comphratively low pay could be compensated for by including the
transferabilrty provision angd, at the same time, offer the
careerist the security desired for his family. We feel these
provisions must e made for all personnel in all services to
eliminate un{axrness, low morale, and competition between the
services, which would occur 1f targeted or af the services would

have to financc the program themselves.

We appreciate what, you and members of your committec and other
merbers of Congress have done to support a GI Bill with a
transferability provision. Your recognition of the long-range
effects 1t will have on the gquality of the militaxy servace and the
quality of the military personnel is commendable.

Thank you for providing the National Military Wives Association
the opporfunity to express our views on this very important
legislation, !




