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INTRODUCTION, *

The Hunganan Ethnic Heritage Study of Pittsburgh 1s
pléased to present aseries of ten educational currnculumkits
concerning the history, culture and current Community life of
Hungarians in Greater Pittsburgh.

The,purpose of this series I1s to provide an easily under-
standable guide to the, Hunganan ethnic community in
Greater Pittsburgh. The ten curnculum kits can be read and
understood by the interested student, teacher, and general
reader. NO special training in Hungarsan studies i1s pre-
sumed.. ., - :

0 “ -
# The format of curncuium kits was chosen for several”

reasons. By treating specific topics separately, we wished to

., presenttothe reader, student and teachier a comprehensive

view of a well-defined topic® For example, the readér in-’
-terested,in turrent ethnic life will find most of that information
-in kits 3 and 4, concerned with “Historic Hungarian Places’
" and “Hungarian Community Lfe,” respectively. On the other
“hand, the historically-inchned reader will turn to kit 2, "Huh--
gdnan Immigrants 1n° Greater PRittsbutgh, 1880-1980" A-

nother practical consideration was that teaghers shoul®tbe~ .- -,

able to use gach kit as a basic infomation source, reading
matenal; and teaching guide on a specific topic.' Those
interested in several topics will probably review all kits and
consult additional sources listed in each of them * - .
The titles of the ten curnculum kits are:
* 1 Chijldren's Hungarian Herntage
" 2. Hunganan Immigrants in Greater Pittsburgh, 1880-
1980 )
3. Guide, to Historic Hungarnian Places in Greater Pitts-
burgh
4, Hunganan Community Life in Greater Pittsburgh
5. Hungarian Folk Traditions Rewvisited .
6. Hungarian folk Arts and Crafts .. ,
7. Survey of{ungary: Past and Present’ .
8. Hungarian \Historical Sources and Collections in
Greater Pittsburgh ; .
9 Biblhiographical Guide to Hungarian-American Sources
* 10. Teaching Gujde for Hungarian*Curriculum Kits.  * )
These curriculum kits respond to the special need of the *
.Classroom teacher for relevant materials and a teaching

.

guide to Hungarian ethnic studies. The first seven kits ..

Q
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ntroduce selected subject areas, whrle kits 8-10 provide
guidelines forresearch and teaching.

Another feature of our study 1s that it makes available an
extraordinary amount of primary source matenal relating to
tre histery of the Pittsburgh Hungarian community. In the
course of our research. we have identified and evaluated
historical resources preserved 1n 13 libranes, 25 church
‘collections, and 24 ogganizational archyes. amounting to'a
total of 62 separate documentary collections All major
holdrngs in each collection are identified, evaluated, and
annotated for the benefit of the prospective studqnt and
scholar in kit-8. To illustrate the potential value of these
resources. we have useg them hberally in our narrative.

This publication 1s not intended as the final word on
Hungarlans in Pittsburgh. but the first major step leadifg to
the disoovery and better understanding of the Hungarigin
hertage Our primary task was to. prepare ah inventory of
documentary ressurces. to present selected aspects of the
Hungarian hentage. and to design guidelines for clasSroom

.teaching We hope that the results of our work will encourage

students, teachers. and scholars to explore the Hunganan _
heritage We welcome such explorations and are prepared to
provrde assistance If requested., -

We extend our sincere appreciation to ak persons and
. organizations who ,supported this undertaking We* ack-
nowledge the financial assistance provrded to us by the
‘Ethnic Heritage Studies Program of the United States De-
partment of Educgtion. which made our study possible We
express our special thanks to the Pittsbu r’gh Hungarnan
community, to allchurches and synagogues. fraternal. social.
and cultural orgamzauons as well as individuals who re-
sponded so generously to our requests We wish to extend
our appreciation to our Advisory Council, representing both
Hungaran ordanizations and ethnic studies specialists We
appreciate also the support received from our arganizational
sponsog the American H #ngarran Educators Association
Fmally as pro;ect director 1 wish to take this opportunity to

.. commend the dutstanding cQoperation, dedication, and sts-
tained performance often under trying crrcumstances of all
study participants, and especially of their families, whose
patience. saérifices, and.sense of humor made the com-.
pletron of this study possible . 3’
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, PREFACE

1.

“Oncel thought to write a history of the immugrant in America.
Thén ldiscovered that the immigrants were Amenican history.”
. < Oscar Handlin

Hunganan Folk Traditions Revisited contains matenals that

.- hnghhght Hunganan tragitions and customs transplanted‘;o

America by Hunganan immigrants. The research and educa-

tional activities are designed for practical application by all

interested in Hungafian-Amencan history. They are intended

as a guide to locate, record, help preserve, and analyze
resources of the Hungarian’ tradmon in America.

Jhe second section describes the legendary Joe Magarac,

. the popular hero of the Pittsburgh steel industry. The third

section notes Hungarlan surnames one may encountefinthe

Pmst;urgh area’or elsewhere - wherever Hungarian imm-

grant§ settled. Selected Hungarian folk traditions dre featured

In section four. The research guidelihes in the fifth section

. tanfacilitatean examination of Hungarian traditions as these

are observable in American society. Genealogical aspects

constitute section six. The edacational activities of section

. seven shoufd promote an understanding of the Hunganan

immigrant ‘expenence. -

R This booklet is dedicated to Hunganan ,Amencans in the

Pittsburgh area and to the University of Pittsburgh Press,

- . which published several scholarly volumes relating to immi-

« « grantlife_in Pittsburgh. A passage from Joe Magarac and His

; - US.A Citizen Papers suggests a symboic characterization of

4 the legendary folk hero and the m;;mngrants who became

“The BossCongressman'stood up before them and made a
f speech...He said that the Indians were the only people inthe
U.S.A.whodidn't come from someplace else. He said that the
whole U.S.A. wasbuilt up by people from the Old Country...He
; said that* anybody who helped build up the U.S.A. wasn't a
‘ foreigner any more N

-
.

Source: lrwin Shapiro, Joe Magara.c and His U. SA
b - * Citizen Papers. Plttsburgh Umversnty of Pitts-
- burgh Press 1979) >

American citizens: . -,




lustration 1. Joe Magarac ’ .

A ) ,
2. JOE MAGARAC: AN HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN ,

* LEGEND IN PITTSBURGH

Incitigsand towns in the United States there is evidence of
the folk literature, customs and traditions, which the Hun-
garians who emigrated to this country brought with them In
the city of Pittsburgtt the early settlers often made their mark
through their work in the steel mill, and so it was that there
arose a legend which would be told by the East-Central
European immigrants who came to the city The legendary
tale that developed was that of Joe Magarac, the hero of the
steel making industry.

Various versions of the Joe Magarac legend characterize
him as a.member of an unidentified East-Central European
nationality. The most recent version of the story was pub-
Jished in 1979 by the University of Pittsburgh. ,

The summary note describing the book is said to "present
tHe tale of the Hunganan-born hero of the western Pennsyl-
vania mills.who could make steel rails bare-fingered.” Ac-’
cording to Hungarian-Americans in Pittsburgh, the name Joe .
Magarac was derived from the words, “good Hungarians” (or
"JG Magyarok”). He is remembered in another version of the
tale this way: .

. )

-

-
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It'was a long time ago that Joe Magarac appeared among
the Hunganan steelworkers in a part of Pittsburgh. . .
~ Often, whén the furnaces of the steel mills around Pitts-
burghare going full bldst, turning the sky a deep red with therr
fire, people say “Joe Magarac must be back on the job." .

Noone is certain where he came from. Some say he came
nghtout of the rolling mills with the stee!. Others say he came
out’ofa hugeiron-ore pit. The first anyone saw of him vlas ata
party. .. ‘ . .
Source: Adrian Stouter'lburg, Ameggan Tall Tales (Mew

" York: Viking, 1866), p. 101.

A song anda play, (illustration 2) have been whttenabout the
contnbutions of the hero of the steel industry, and today a
statue of Joe Magarac is housed In the Western Pennsyl-
vama Historical Society. o

.

At the ent time Hunganan-Amerni¢ans in Pittsburgh

and elsewhere are making substantal contributions to many
other industries and endeavors, in addition to the steel
industry. As a consequence, a hew chapter i1s being written
cohcerning the contributions of the Hunganan-American
immigrants and their familieis to the history of ‘the United
States. - .
This new chapterin the story of the I—]unganagw-Amencan |

‘being wnitten 1N Pittsbuegh and in other cities in the Unite
States ds well. Surnames of Hungarian origin, such as Kiraly,
Nagy, and Kovacs are bedoming better known.

We will now examine séme of the surnames of Hungarian

origin one may éncounter in various cities'in the United

- States. - .
3. HUNGARIAN SURNAMES

Over 1,600,000 unique ethnic surnames (family names) are in
use inthe United States and some of these have an Hunganan
origin The study of the origin and history of proper names i1s
ogomastics. The onoemathologists who study these names
have divided Hungarian surnames into categeries which
reflect the different types of names we can observe in
Hungary today or car find represented in the games of
Hungarian-Americans. Some surnames refer to an occupation
or a product, others refer to place names, areas, or nationalities,
* and still others are derived from the'fathers ‘given name. In
Hunganan there are also names that refef to'size (Nagy), to
colors(Fekete), to animgﬂ's(Farkas), to personalcharacteristics
(Tan, and to many, other things. ~ !

2




. . l. hd ..w,.. e \ .
Names From the Coat of Arms of Counties in Historical
‘ - Hungary .~

llustration 3 depicts county insignias‘for.historical Hungary,
with the exception of the part of the kingdom that compnsed
Croatia and Slavonia. ' ‘ )
Several of thé eoats of-arms represent current Hungarian
areas, although soma of the counties have been combined
for administrative purposes. Many of the coats of‘arms
represent areas thatare now in countries'suth as Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, Rumania, or the Soviet Union, as a result of
redistricting after the First World War. : e
Hunganan-Americans whoare searching féqzeiranc‘estors
will want to recognize the desgigns representingtRese counties.
In some cases, Hungarian-Americans bear surnames or first
names which reflect these historical county designations.
Examples include:

%

*

< T First Names
Szabo1c§
. Kolos (from°Kolozs)

Surnames .
Beékési from Békés G6mory from GEmor-
Bihari* from Bihar | - Hevesy from Heves
Bodrogifrom Bacs-Bodrog  Tordai from Tor&a—Aranyos
Borsodi from Borsod . Zalai from Zala
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Other Locational Names

% . . A 7

Balvary _* from Bolvar Ozorai from Ozora
Buday from Buda Pataky from Patak
Debteczeni from Debreczen Pécsi from Pécs .

“ Endrdédi ~, from Endréd °. Szabadkai from Szabadka
Foldvary - from FOI Idvar - -Szegedi rfrom Szeged
" Gyomai . fromGyoma Szendrei from Szendrd
KoI025vary from Kolozsvar Szentgyorgyt from Szentgyorgy
: Losoncy from Losonc Temesvan from Temesval
Makai from Makd Ungvari - from Ungvar
Nddasdy from Nddasd ° Zsolnay from Zsolna

-
*

Occupational Names

. - In addition to surnames which are dernived from locations
L . within the country, there are Hungarnan surnames which
relate to occupations. ‘This is the case for surnames to be
foundin other countries of the world as well. For example, the
word forsmith” (blacksmith) 1s Kovécs. "Smith™is a gommon
- surname In other countries, as it isin Hunhgary. In fact Kovacs,
Horvath, Nagy, Szabo and Toth are the most common *
surnames in Hungary." ‘Smith” 1s Lefevre in French,Ferrariin
Itahan, Schmidt in German, Sepp in Estonian, and Seppanem
in Finnish You may know%omeOr)é who has the rame
"Smith" and may not even know it!
* The foltow:ng chart lists Flunganan surnames which have
been derived from occupational designations. Although not
-, complete, this listingdoes demonstrate that many of thése
. same Hunganan forms have counterpars which are common .
. surnamesw the United States as the_examples Takacs -
{ Weaven, Motnar (Millen, Vadasz {Hunten, Acs (Carpenten, and
Fazekas (Potten illystrate, to cite but a few.

. TN
Occupation'al Names_ e et
' Acs LCarpenter Csordgs Herds Q:anﬁ
-« Béreg' (FRarmhang- Dedk ~ * -Stud
. Biro ,  Judge Dobos Drummer
Bodmar  Cooper Dudas Pipe Player
Bognar. ' Cartwright . Esztergdlyo§ - Lathe Worker, _
+ Boros Winegrower - Farago Stone cutter
L . ~ . . .
., /7 , .-,
N “ 4 , (S
» v v ! A
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Fazekas
Gombos
Gulyas
Halasz
Hegedus
Hogyész
Huszér
Katona
Kertesz
Kovacs*
Lovas
Mészaros

Potter
Buttoneer.
Cattle herder
Fisherman
Violinist
Ermine hunter
*Hussar
Soldier
Gardener
Blacksmith
Horseman’
Butcher

Molnar
Pattantyus
Pasztor
Pintér
Puskas
Siito
Szabé
Szakacs
Szugs
Takacs.
Varga“
Vadész

Other Hungaﬂan Sumamos

Other Hungarian surnames relate to countries or nationalities,

as can be seen below. Two of the names which appear in this

list: are among the most common in Hungary—Toth and”

. Horvédth.The names reveal the history of Hungary’s past, both

in terms of its role as a crossroads and as a kingdom which |~
incorporated many of the groups listed here. THe Huhgarjan
word for “foreigner” also became a surname,

>

Coqﬁmos or'Nationalities
Cigany Gypsy Olasz
Cséh Czech _ Orosz
Gordg Greek Racz
Horvath Croat « Szasz
.Lengyel . Polish Torok
Magyar Hungarian Téth
Németh  German Vendég

Miller
Gunner
Herdsman
Tubber ¢
Rifleman .
Baker
ailor
C
Furrien
Weaver
Cobbler
.Hunter

Italian

Russian

Serb .
Saxon .
Turkish

Slovak . ~
Foreign €r (guest)

Surnames are often the result of designations which
formerly described personal characteristics, such as Kis(S), s
(small). Other terms form the basis for Hungarian names, as
can be seen below.

L

Arany
Csuka
Erdés,
Farkas
Fpkete

Other Names

Golden
' Pike
Woaded

N

-Black

Kira’ly
Kormos
Liszt

Nagy
*Ordszlan\

King
Sooty
Flour ,

.Bit

Lion
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Gazdag Rich Pogany Pagan
Karacsony Christmas . Polgar Citizen
-Kemény Hard Santa Lame
Keserii ~ Bitter Tar Bald

@

4. VIGNETTES CONCERNING HUNGAR‘IAN
! FOLK TRADITIONS

Huhgarian Amencans who came to the United States during
the different periods of imnimigration may be able to descrilbe
many of the folk traditions they remember from Hungary.
These may run the damut from the Mohdcs Carnival to
favorite foods they enjoyed in Hungary. They may be able to

frecall the practice of naming children nicknames (a protective

name) before being christened in an effort to ward o&evil
spints. Both newer and older immigrants may know that in
reguons in southern Hungary the mourning colors are white.

Afew vignettes concerning several Hungarian folk traditions
aré stated here. It should be recognized that not all of these
-folktraditions may be familiar to some Hungarianimmigrants.
During an oral history interview, an Hungarian American may
. beable to describe variations of these traditions or to supply
information on other significant customs not mentioned here.

>

= ' Hungarian beliefs about the egg’

A softshelled egé ffom a black hen must be smashed at once

" because it nfeant that the earth would grow soft beneath one

of the family members a euphemsm for death.
Small.eggs were smashed asa precautnon against evil spirits.

According to Hungarian legend thé devil's egg determines
the life of its owner. Inside the ruins of a castle there sits a
black hen in a secret-cupboard. Inside her is the egg that
contains the life of the devil. If that eqgg is smashed, the owner
will die in a flash of fire that shoots through the air, falling to
earth as a black stone — presumably a meteor.

Eggs were thought to cure jaundice.

A godparent would give a gift of eggsto a child in front of the
chufh




In some regions of Hungary it was traditionalhto serve’an egg
b soup on Good Friday. By Good Friday in Hungary all eggs |
weresdecorated. . —

. [\ .

-

o Symbolism of tr)e Apple

In Hungary, an apple may be placed in the mouth of a roasted

pig before it1s served at the table. Symbohzing good luck for

the New Year when the pig is served at this time,.the a ple
holds other significance as well. The following descﬂicir;
notes several Christmas customs. Other regions of Hung

may practice additional customs, such as one in Somogy
county where children sing a carol about the shepherds

carrying a basket of apples to the Christ child. .

“Setting upand decoratingthe Christmastreeisa relatively
new custom, but it occured in the Christmas mystery plays of
olden times as well. In the play which depicts the sfory of

Adam and Eve in Paragdise, the apple treeis found, as the tree

of knowledge. The apple fruit had otherwise also had an

important role as part of Christmas beliéfs. A red apple was .

put ina well or inaglass and drank from until the Twelfth Day N

(Januaryth), to assure heaith. In Christmas symbology Jesus

was bdften called the “Golden Apple” and the apple fruit is

among the decorations of.the Christmas tree.”

From: Ildiko Kriza and Zsuzsanna Tdtray, “Kis Magyar N€p-
rajzaRadidban” (“Short Essays on f—iungarian Folklore -
for the Radio”) (Buddpest: Minerva, 1978). Translated

‘ by Judith Magyar for Karikazd, Vol 6., No. 3 (January -
1981), pp. 1-2. _

P
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Palm Sunday TN

On Palm Sunday, pussy willows are blessedinchurchand are

then brought to the home. Palm Sunday is also characterized

by a religious procession. In some villages the residents burn >
an effigy they call Pnnce Cibere. The behef is that this '
ceremony will keep away ilines’s and trouble and hasten the

c_omih‘g of spring. The Ralm Sunday pussy willows will con-
. tinue to serve as a spring deceration in the home. '
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December Customs

As n other European countnes December 6th i1s Saint
Nicholas Day On this day the children open the gifts which.
have been left forthem by Saint Nicholas. Legend has it that
he will arrnive dressed in his Bishop's robé and will jeave the
giftssin the shoes that good children have placed on the

_ window sill on the evening of December 5th. Birch branches

will be left for children who-have been naughty.

In early December a big Is killed and a variety of meat
products are made for'the Christmas holidays. The Chustmas
Bye feast in Hungary will begin when the first star appears on
the evening of the 24th. The family may offer a short prayer
and exchange gifts beside the Christmas tree. Foi-wrapped
Hungarian Christmas candies which taste like fudge rhay -
decorate the tree. Other items which may be eaten over the

. two day Christmas holnday and the days which follow include

cabbage soup, poppyseed cakes and nut rolls A goose may
be seryved for Christmas Day dinner It is usual for Catholic
familie’s toattend a mass on Christmas Eve and to participate
in carol singing andthe Bethlehem play.

) Des:gr&:olors, and the Ans

, v

‘The patriotic colors of red, whnte and green are often usedi in
designs of all types in Hungary. “The colors of yellow and
purple are less used than the others. The Kalocsa desiga,
which uses a wide variety of colors, may be the basis for wall
and furniture floral painted designs.

Clothing may also®¥#&'decorated ina number of color combi-
nations as are found in the Matyd designs, but embroidery
designs in black ard white are also commaon. Although
Hungarian des:gnsrg e largely floral (with the most popular
being the tulip, the rose, and the carnation), birds and cross-
stitch patterns are also rfumerous.

The.decorafied pillows, table linens, and curtains in Hun-
ganan homet hnmay be characterized by several styles of
designs. Carved objects including gates, fences, porches,
and gables may contain these design elementg as well Plates
and vessels inay demonstrate the favonte Hungarian colors
and motifs on a light or black background.
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Eating Customs
LY ’ *

Many of the traditional dishes of Hungary are still prepared in
America today, although there is a tendency to prepare the
recipes without the use of lard, a common ingredient in
Hungarian cuisine. In Hungary, the main meal of the day is
usually eaten atlunchtime (between 12 and 2). There issoup,
a meat course, dessert, coffee, and wine or beer. The supper”
(served between 6 and 8) is generallya coldmeal of meatand
cheese and a hearty bread. Family members may alsolike to
have other special treats served. A doughnut:called fank,
which was originally prepared for Shrove Thursday meals, is

one example. Langos (an Hungarian fried dQugh), may also

be enjoyed at any time during the day. L

<

. -~
.

Arf Hungarian Room '

- >

Bulletin 1 of the Hungarian Folklore Museum in Passaic, N.J.
describes what rooms in a village home might have looked
like just a little over a century ago. The Museum has recon-
structed a traditional room as it might©iave appeared in Zala
county in the southwestern region of Hungary. The Bulletin
provides the following description of a room interior:

filustration 4
A Hungarian Village Roomn
Interior v

Y
PRI -
%fiﬁ

The sizes of rooms

were approxi-
mately 18x24 feet and since a particu-
lar furniture was relegated to3a part:-
cular corner this standard placement

was referred to as the ""corner ar-
rangement'’. The fireplace, as the
sowrce of heat. was in one corner and
diagonally opposite was the table In the
two remaining corners were two beds.
The more prestigious, used by the
owner of the house and his wife, was

ERIC
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the one across the table, the other.be-
hind the door, was used by the young
married couple. Ch‘x‘ld'ren slept on

makeshift boards between the fire place
and the former bed. The table was u-
sually flanked by two benches against
the wall and at the end of each bench
was a chestof drawers to keep cloth-
ing. Extra chaire were placed a the
foot of the main bed.

T ™y >
LA




5. RESEARCH IN THE HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY

Oral history can be an interesting, informative, and worth-
while method whereby matenals relating to folk customs and
Hungarian-Americans can be gathered. Persons who have
first hand knowledae and recollections can be interviewed.
While fan®us and well Known individuals are so often the
focus of historical studies, oral history can assist in pre-
serving their thoughts as well as those of persons whose
names and contributions might never reach the history
books. . .

Ifyou are not of Hungarian background and wish to find out
interesting things about the history and culture of the people
who came to America from Hungary, you can interview
persons who are of Hungarian ancestry. You canalsovisit the
neighborhoods where Hungarians ive and you can participate

-in activities and experiences which will help you understand
them as an ethnic group which has contnbuted much to
_ American society. .

Many Hundarian Americans can provide you with excellent
examples of activities in the area of arts and crafts. Others
can tell you about the history of their arrivat to the United
States and can give you quite a bit of interesting information
about conditions leading up to their departure from Hungary.
They can also supply valuable information about their ex-
periences in their new setting in the community.

In order to prepare yourself to conduct such an interview,
you will find it advisable to familianze yourself with points

. which are included in the Outline History for Hungarian-
Americans, found below, This sheet will assist you 1n piecing
together fatts prio¥ 10 gour interview so that they are not
unfamiliar to you at the time you are speaking with your
interviewee. .

You may require a shorter questionnaire for some individ-
uals,-and as a result, you may discover that those on the form
intitled How J/t Was When | Grew Up would be appropriate for
your purposeés. Both older and newerimmigrantadultscanbe
asked these brief questions, Which will-then give you inter-
esting aspects to compare. )

Another interesting activity that would assist you in under-
standing the background of an Hungarian neighborhood is to
conduct asurveyof the local community. Afew questions you
might ask are included below as Questions foxa Survey of an
Hungarian Neighbathood. . -

\
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When you locate a number of interesting items pertaining
to the Hungarian community as you begin your interviews
and your neighborhood investigations, you should then note
whatand where some of these resources are. Because other
children, parents, or teachers may later joinyouin your efforts
to gather materia) available on the Hungarians in the com-
munity, '@ form has been provided upon which you may
indicate the materials you have found. Perhaps some of the
individuals you interview will have materials of the type listed

of various Hung‘a.r_i_an-American resources.
. Pepending on the availability of personal and community
resourGes, you may be able to assemble some other useful
information which can be utilized to ultimately compile a

States in the manner of the FoxFire materials. You may know
that school children all over the United States have compiled
various local history summaries on a nuniber of topics and
about a few communities. o o

This kit also contains a guide entitled Collecting Information
for a Local History of Hungarian Americans, which may help
you organize topics for investigation. Consult the books
listed in the bibliography section for other ideas on folk
traditions you can pursue independently or as part of aclass
or commumity project. * .

.

.()’ ”
Outline History for Hungarian-Americans

- | " Ancestral Homeland
A. Early History
B. Modem Hi_story

Il. Migration to the United States
A. Early Settlement in America

C. Causes for Migration

Il. The Hungarian-Americans in the United States
A. General Statements °
B. Settlement Patterns ~

P

1Y

on the Survey of Community Resources This form can also
assist groups in summarizing information about the availability '_

history of Hungarian Americans in a region in the United

B. 20th Century . .

-




c. Natlonaf Organizations _. . -
D. The Ethnic Group in the State and the Commumty
- E. .Contémporary Interests and Concerns =~ .

Adapted from: Entry in'the United States(Chicagg: - lllinois
. ) - Sfate Board of Education, 1977), pp. 124~
- 179. .
: AP o .+ #ajos Kossuth has sy=tolized the apirit of indspeadonce to
?{x ?'}0 Apnamae leaderabip. tne Mantat 1ah people nuceoeder oh mimming
lhu freedom frum Austrian domination on “arch 15, 184e ™he
vi'2ory has contimued to tnapire the people of Hungary since that

S CCMMOMWIALTN OF PENNSTLYA A tine, and Ko8suth Day 18 celebrated snnudidy by Hingarian-Apericans
GOVERNORS OFrISE a4 a remidder of the Hungepian love of liberty

raRRIIBUNG
In 1852, lajos Kossuth cane to the United Stytes and vas

give~ £ hero's welcore  Me had the honor ©f Being invited to
PROCIAMATIOY sddress the United States Congress, an honor previously enjoye?
..

te
by only onc other foreign dignitary--Gererpl lafayette
P KOSSUTH DAY oy an s R ? Y
HUNGAPIA®) INDEPENDENCE Cnof 3 Although tho i1ndependcnce won Dy Xossuth and his followers
M was’lost the following ycar, Mungary did not qgive up the dredm or
4 TARCH 15, 1981 " the Mtruggle for freedon.c After World War 1, Mangasy was indcpendent

4gain, but at the expense of 60% of 1ts former territory In
Worll Har II, the Mufigarians were dofeatid by the Germa~s and the
Russiens and oncs more lost their independence .

1

. llustration 5. -
« In recognition of Wungary's devotion to liderty, a devorio:
w2ich 10 shared by all Americans, I, OLck Thernburgh, Governor of

-« the Commonwwalth of Pennsylvania, do horcby proclaim tarch 15,
i 1981 as KOSSUTH DAY and WUNGARIAN INDLPELOLBCE DAY 1n the
v Conronwesith 1 urge a¥ Pennsylwanighs to )oia with their
- Hungarian-Awericen neighbore {h conmemorating the spigit of
'y . independence represcnted by the heroic actions of la)os Kossuth
s

GIVEN under my hant and tho Seal
of the Covesrsar, at the City
of Harrietusj. this third day
of March 1n the year of our
Lord onc thousit? nine hur-ired
and eighty-orc, 8¢ of the
Conrarwcaith the two hundrid
and faten

t
How It Was When | Grew Up in Hungary
g : or as an Hungarian-American

(Questions to ask a parent, grandparent or older adult)

.

)

When were you born? R

Whete did you live as a child?

What was your school like?

How did you get to school?

What did you do after school? ' . T
Who were your friends?

With what toys did you play? . . -
What games did you play? T
How did you celebrate your favorite holiday?

CODNDG DA WN =

d 10. Describe what you ate for breakfast. . 3
»oR g £

12
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" 11. Describe the home in which you lived as a child.

12. What kinds of clothes did you wear? -

13. What was your favorite childhood- possession?

14. What is your favorite memory from your childhood?

15. Describe the mementoes..you have from your child-
hood, such as books, toys, photographs, regalla, etg

Adapted from: « Tracing Individual Ethnlc »$ources, (Pitts-
burgh: Allégheny Intermedlate Unit 1979,

1]
e e .- ¢
wran gatm Lz
MEGHIVO
KAl ucso-vu--uu MAI DACINILR I3 8N

-
-
g o u.—..lu.-. N =

KARACSONYI UNNEPELYRL

Simee”  lustration 6. .
\T4TE Magyar Katolikys Zaszlo,

December 16, 1915, V, p. 49.

Q‘ -
.

" Questions for a Survey of.an Hungarian N'eighbor“hood

(to be conducted by children)

3

. *
Community

Name of Person Interviewed

Address’Where Ingerview took Place *

Interviéw Location Category:‘ Home Office
C}urch e __Other_~"' "~ Other

1. What ethmc groupis the- Iargest within a block from this
mterwew site? )

2: How long has this group lived here? .

3. What in the neighborhood reflects the presence of this

* group? . . "

" 4. What other ethnic groups are represented in this neigh-

borhood? __ , v




. 5. Howlong have the various groups livedin the nelghbor-“
s hood?
6. Are members of the, yarious ethnic groups young or
old? . +
7. Other questions: i
School )
Name of School . -
Person’s Name and Age . N
1. To what ethnic group does your surname suggest you
belong’7 .
2. Wthh ethnlc backgrou’nd(s) are in'your ancestry?
3 Other Questions: , i
Survey of Community Resources
Personal Records " Almanacs, Guides, Directories,
— Scrapbooks - sy and other Informational Materials
Dianes Ethnic Directories -
Memoirs * + = Church Directories *
Family Photographs Business Directories
Letters to Country of Ongin Professional Directories
Documents (Passports, etc) ‘Literary Directones
Certfficates . Newspaper Publications Lists
s Membership * Dictionaries
. . Readers
Phrase Books °
< Citizenship Books
- <7 . - - Immigrant Guidebooks -,
LCookbooks s
“ Purchasing Guides,
Almanagcs and Yearbc%ks
' . Calendars ~* .
’ ) A : ™~
* Records of Social Clubs, Mutual Church Recerds ., |
- Aid Societies, and Politieal .Church Registers (Baptisms,
Organizations ° . Weddings, Funerals) - .
Newsletters ard Publicatioris Newsletters .
Minutes of Meetings News Releases .
Activity Annduncements Church Activity Notices
Advertisements <« Souvenir Programs
News Releases # Anniversary Albums
Financial Statements (Ledgess, Annual Reports
receipts: etc) Church Building Records
Statements of Objectives, > Sunday’Sch ol Records
constitutions, By-laws) | Language School Records
- ) > /-
14 .- )
Qo )
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Membership Lists

Membership and Organization
Booklets _
Commemorative Programs
Convention Records
Conference Materials -

»

Day and Night School Records
* Guides for New fmmigrants

Readers and Educational Books

Pictures

Financial Statements

Membership Directories

Y

Anniversary Brochures » _ Yearbooks and Calendars |
Annual Reports @. . Commemorativé Booklets -
Histones - " Church Committees Records
Correspondence ...  Sermons

. Correspondence

Other Materials
Interview Records - .
Oral History Tapes v
. Individual Records - Summarized
N Institutional Records — Organizeds

Adapted From: Research Procedures, (Toronto: Multicul-

- A,

[

tural History Society of Toronto, n.d) -

*

Collecting Information for a Local History ~ - "

of Hungar;and\meneans

Oral Traditions . {
TALL TALES

LEGENDS (PEOPLE, PLACES
EVENTS)
,PROVERBS i
—

NURSERY RHYMES .
JOKES AND RIDDLES -
HuMonous src?mss

PUNS

TOASTS

SERMONS AND TESTIMONIALS
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE STORIES
FAMILY HISTORIES -
VOCABYLARY AND GRAMMAR
DIALECTS

IDIOMS

MNEMONIC DEVICES ¢
OTHER

Music and Dances

BALLADS AND FOLKSONGS
. CHIEDREN'S SONGS

OTHER SONGS - .
© DANCE MUSIC

HYMNS .

EMC

[Aruitoxt Provided

Examples

Joe Magarac (Refer to sectioni 2,
above) . .
' v

-

Proverbs from Még?ar ‘Reader

, (Hlustration 7)

' ~ A

o
-

PROVERSS — XOTMCHDASOK
Kirb su opy ebet 1haces tasrisal + You Tan met
T seach mew trichs o on oid dog < A jo borssl stm
Sell copte - Cood wise Boods 20 burd. - Segits ma-
podos o Jaica i meprepti - Got bairl shose e
Selp themerives. « AS Wo sljor, seebice oem var =
‘n-nu.u.»l-duunm

“Ninco otthea o macsts, etncorna o eperel - When
domy I8 Tol B away (he mice wilt plsy Haia otien aiacs
wrvesedq + Thoco B 2e remedy opsinst dooid « Ksi
~ compor bamar lattord » Littie pot sosm balfe evto
Lasss te partol mes *Siow 806 siosdy wiss the
tace > Maga alott 2igie 0 1is o lo ihrowiog songs
< 10 M owi gorden + Cosberbil vedesde eoett o Out
of tha fryiag 2as 1ot ¢ fles

fllustration, 7. From: Endre
* . Sebsstyen Magyar Reader,
Pittsburgh? Export Print-

ing, 1948, Passim.




INSTROMENTS

OTHER MUSIC
FOLK DANCES

°

- Ganies

CARD GAMES
BOYS GAMES
GIRLS GAMES

ADULT GAMES

OTHER GAMES AND PLAYS

Festivals and Celebrations
SEASONAL EVENTS
CALENDAR EYENTS
SAINTS DAY:

FEAST DAYS
MARKET DAYS
HARVEST FESTIVALS
FOLK FESTIVALS
SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
PICNICS

BAPTISMA® PRACTICES
WEDDING CUSTOMS
BURIAL RITES
Cuisine

RECIPES _
TRADITIONAL MEALS
FOOD PREPARATION
HOLIDAY MEALS
ADOPTIONS FROM
OTHERCULTURES

Folk Ant .
WOOD CARVING
EMBROIDERY

JEWELRY

COSTUMES-

GARDENING'

FURNITURE GECORATION

Crafts and Trades
GOLDSMITHING

. TOOLMAKING
POTTERY
WEAVING
.PAPERCRAFT
OTHER

-

}

.

-

>

B PRCGAAN OF sMGARIAR SACRED MUSIC
My 27, 1M
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Examples -

Easter Customs in Pittsburgh,
‘St.eNicholas Eve.
*Ilustration 10, *

Pittsburgh Folk Festival Ltaflet.
ifistration 11

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Christ-
mas Celebration, tHustration 12

Ilustrafion 13

DUTIFA

presents o

-

v

UNGARIAN £k
forK DANCE WORKSHOP §

KALMAN b JUDITH Macyar ,

ricon gonan Folklore' Centrum
WEDNESDAY APRIL 161980 730
DUGUESNE UNIVERSITY
Mus;o "StHooL {oom 322

EE ,300 For nfor tron Write o« (/1 -
In.( huf‘ Hines
{ } 5 borgh, )4tz
/n Ennk of the //onganan Ca/lyra/ Week
n lftsburg/:

Illustrat/on 9
DUTIFA Folk Dance Workshop

.




1
Nustration 11.
. Pittsburgh Folk
* . ¢ Festival Leaflet
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" Nustration 40, TR
St Nicholas Eve , T e
* Program
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Pétér Bartis, Folklife and Fieldwork: A Lay-
man’s Introduction to Field Techmiques, Wa-
." shington, D.C, American Folklife Center, Li-
brary.of Congress, 1979, pp. 4-6,

- Eégger Custonys in Pittsburgh in 1932
(Pittsburgh Pfess, October 16, 1932)

“Another custom of the old country that is. kept alive in
Pittsburgh is celebrated at Easter,” Szarvas continued. “At
« Easter time we have a three-day festiyal. Edery Hurfgarian
housewife colors at least two dozen eggs. The first day,
Easter Suniiday, is devotfrro'ma'church. On Moriday comes
the water-throwing prarfks. Watey is sprinkled on Hungarian
girlsby boys of allages from children to 70. The masses throw
buckets of water. The girls are dressed ready for dunking. A
lady feels insulted if she is overlooked. Perfume is used
instead of'watqr among the upper classes. Youllg men of
Hazelwood, for instance, carry a flask of perfume.on Easter
Monday. Whenever they meet a youngwoman she is sprinkled
with perfume. A wish is made for her happiness by the boy
when the girl igsprinkl€d. Itis the custom to pay forsprinkling
and the good wishes, so the young man usually receives a
small coin, a colored Easter egg or a drink of wine when he
calls at a home and periorms the old Hungarian ceremony.
On Easter Tuesday an opportunityisgivento the ladiestoget - .
even with the. men in, the metfrymaking habit of throwing '
. water.” Y,

¢

k4

Adapted from:
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Christmas Customs in Pittsburgh in 1932
Py (Pittsburgh ‘Press, October 16, 1932)

“One amusing custom that still survives is observedat Chrisf-
_mas. In some neighborhqods the Magyars construct a little
church of pasteboard about twofeet high. Withup, theymakea
toy stable and a scene of the wise men with the Christ Child.
The church windows are made of celluloid and candles are lit
at night inside the toy structure.” =
“At Christmastime the young people from 15 to 20 makch
through a"Magyarcommumty carrying thischurch,” says Paul
Szarvas, local Hunganan newspaper man. “They,sing Chnist-
mas songs and visit the homes of the Magyars. The, leader of -
the band 1s a comedian dressed in raggedy clothes, and
carrying a lohg staff. He does not enter a home with the band -
at first. Finally he knocks on the door and 1s invited info the
home. He jokes about the cold weather. Someone asks the
comedian if he has heard the news. Being slow, he confesses
ignorance So everyonetells himthatthe Christ Childis borp.”

AN HUNGARIAN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN THE
* COMMONWEALTH.OF PENNSYLVANIA

In December 1980, the Co“rnmonw th of Pennsy ania
hosted a program on “Christmas. . . An nic Experiefyce”.
- Governor Thqrnburg dpened the program and exhibit
commendatiohs to the ethnic communities for theur contfid
butions to the celebration of Christmas. e
The Governor's Heritage Affairs Commissions composed ~
of fepresentatnves from the various ethnic groups. The Hun-
yarian-American represepalive tomhis state level commission
is Dr. Tibor Bodi of Philadelphia. ~
‘The ‘Hungaran Christmas tree on display at the ethic
_exhibit was decorated with tradi§onal cookies, white and red
birds, and candy The tree was pepared by the Philad hu&/
Hungarian Clu@ the Philadelphia Hdngarian Sport§ Club,
and the American Hungarian-Fetejatioh of PittsBurgh.
'Ltestwmes were sparked by ethnic music and dance

ang\a display of Hung\anag,“art o =

‘F"repared from an aricle m})e/E/ghth Tribe January 1981,
20, * -~ ' :

R
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, 6., GENEALOGY . ..
The word génealogy means “family knowledge”. and it is
through the study of families that one can learn a great deal
about the history and background of Hungarian-Americans.
Resources which can be utilized for genealogical purposes
are listed in the following page’s. These can be useful to-you if
you are searching for your own family roots or for those af an
Hunganan-American family, Research collections such as
the Genealogical Library of the Church of the Latter-Day
Saints can be found in Pittsburgh and many 6ther American
dities, thereby making accessible Hungarian records fronra
number of sources. .’ . 3

The chart which follows illustrates-ther several types of
genealogical sources which are available in Pittsburgh and
which would be generally applicable to searche€s conducted -
elsewhere. Othér information included in this section of the |
kit can be utilized for gathering information concerning a
family. Methods are suggested below for organizing the
information assembled regarding a family.group (see Char-
tering Hungarian-American Genealogicai Information)
and for an individual member of a family (see Gathering
Material for a Personal History). -

GENFALOGICAL RESOURCES IN PITTSBURGH

FOR: CONTACT:
Birth and Death Records ' :

) (Birth Records). Registgr of Wills, {\Ilegheny County
Names of parerfi&:, ' -

Location of birth i "\ Vital Statistics, State Offica Bidg.




(Death Records):

L City of origin place of burial
birthdate _ person supplying iiformation
cause of death funeral home

Cemstery Records

Cemetery Records provide: * Churches listed in cemetery

v directory \
-—_ Death date v
Birth dafe
! Marriage Records: :
Fealures: ‘
ages occupatién Allegheny County Marriage
birthdates parents of application License Bureau
L. residences where the marriage took place y
City-County Building.

Religious Records “
Baptismal Certificate

« -+ Bunal Records .

. .- Witnesses on Marriage Records

SeeChurch or Synagogue Maten"als
To obtain inforiation regarding lo-
cation of records for churches which

Other Records have moved; contact church head-
. quarters ,
Court Records
Probate court gives information about will agd Praperty Deeds
property, adoptions, name changes. and other Recorder of Deeds .
information . Estate
0, . * Orphans Court
Wills -

a - Register of Wills

Consut Records’ )

Y
-Regquires search by township, ward or address General information available in Li
braries

i . Records up fo 1880.are In the Na-
- k [ tionat Archives, Washington, D.C.

Lists name, age, state, and county of birth in Recordsfrom 1900 are confidential

household . except for published general data.

Special circumstahces may qualify
for contacting the Bureau branch in
] Pittsburg, Kansas®

immigration and Naturatization

Consult various resources ifcluding passenger ' Locate couné prior to 1906,
lists, naturalization records, and passport appli- After 1908, Immigration and Natu-

cations. ralization, Federal Qffice Building
Consult othér resources in the Na-
. + tional Archives
City Directories o : o had
Names a5 : Carnegls Public’ Librarg—~
addresses : . University of Pittsburgh
telephone numbers we v
4 becupation and employer
3 identifies key agencies

o ‘ Y
ERIC | . T ag .
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Misceilaneous Records

Hunganan matenals microfilmed from records  Branch Library and Genealogical
maintained 1n Hungary, including those in the Socletypt the Church of the Latter-
Hunganan National Library Day Saints

o Genealogical Record Sources ¢

Regarding Hungary
Genealogical information régarding Hungary is available
through the Genealogical Society of the Church of the Latter-
Day Saints.

* For genealogical research it is necessary to‘keep these
facts In mind because an ancestral line in Hungary may mean
that the territory may now belong to Austria, Qzechoslovakna,
Romania, Russia, or Yugoslavia.

Researchers investigating genealogical aspects of Hungary
should ask these questions: '

1. What types of r!*/ords exist that wull ass|st in the
identification of ancestors?

2. What time periods do the records coveﬂ

3. What genealogical information is in the exlstlng
records?

4. Whatexisting records are available for the search?

The research notes volume published by the somety des-
cribes Hungarian resources and includes a listing of records
available by century in state or local or county archives
These include:

1. Civil registration (1895 - present) and in civil registrar's
offices. .

2. Poorhouse and hospital records (1873 - 1929)

3. land records and deeds (middle of the 18th céntury -
1945)

4, Registration records and tax appransals (1 715 - 1945)

5. Tax books_(approxlmately 1700 present)

6. Parishregisters(end or 17th century or later, depending
on religion.)

7. Wills, (17th.- 19th century)

8. Nobility re®rds (15th -'19th century)

Consultthe work entitled Major Genealogical Record Sources
in Hungary for further guidancé regarding Hungarian re-
sources. This research volume contains a summary of infor-
mation regarding each type of record poted above.

. . 2103 B *
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In a paper describing the general Hungarian holdings of
the Genealogical Society Library in Utah, Ev#Liptak stated
thatapproximately 11,000 microfilm rolls are ih the collection.
These contain original Hungarian records such as parish -
registers, nobilty rolls; census records, pedigree charts,
military records, land and property registration records, and
other records. In addition the library in Utah contains approx- _
imately 350 books on Hungary and Hungarians, such as
familyhistories, local histories, heraldic matenals, gazetteers,
maps, and books on national history. » -

The pansh rolls cover Roman and Greek Catholic, Reformed, ~

.Evangelical, Jewish, and other denominations. The hbrary
holds almost all the Catholic, Reformed, and Evangelical
records which have been located for the last century, accor-
ding to Liptak. Although the records cover most of the early
1700s to 1895, the earliest Reformed Church record dates
from 1624 (Kiskomarom) and the earliest Evangelical also
from 1624 in Sopron. Catholic records start from 1633
(Koszeg). In 1895 the church records end because the
church was separated from the state, resultyng in the re-
placement of civil registration for the'pansh registration. The
genealogical society has filmed only pansh registers, with the
exception of the Burgenland civil registers for 1895-1920.
Jewish pansh records were started later (1830, 1850 and
oriward), owever, many of the Jewish .records were lost
during World War II. . ,

The files of the Hunganan Ethnic Heritgfe Study Group
contamn additional information regarding Genealogical Soc-
ietyholdings pertaining specifically to Hungary. This includes
a categonzed Iist of materials catalogued by Eva Liptak
which are available on microfilm and notations concerning -
records which are not available in the Utah repository. :

The genealogicaldepartmentoftthhurqh of Jesus Christ
of Latter Pay Saints maintains branchlibraries in manystates

and In foreign countries. Consult the listing issued by the .
Church for library locations in Maryland, Ohjo, New York,
California, Michigan and other states. Libraries are also
located in Australia, Canada, England, Mexico, NeyZeal{and,
South Africa, and Wales. / .
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In Pennsylvania there are four branch hbranes:

Pittsburgh Philadelphia
Pittsburgh STAKE PA STAKE Center
46 School Street - 721 Paxon Hollow Rd.
Greentree Broomal!, PA 15008
Pittsburgh, PA 15242 J # -

. (412)921-2115 B )

" Gettysburg PA STAKE  State College PA .
2100 Hollywood Drive  Whitehall Road
York, PA 17405 State College, PA 16801
(717) 843-0333 (814) 238-4560

The Pittsburgh library maintains a microfitm ot.the card
catalog holdingsin the Genealogical Society library in l.J\tah.
Several examples from this microfilm listing were examined.

EXAMPLE: Kalocsa, Hungary . ,
Parish records of the Catholic Church 19 Rolls
" of records 1700-1895. (Film #639, 347-°
365)

_ EXAMPLE: Mohacs, 8 muster rolls, 1820-1900. (Film #8630,
182 - 630, 189)

.EXAMPLE: . Baranch, Endre V. Tamaska de.
A Short Story of the Tamaska Family, 1966. (Film
#599, 653)

Consult the logal branch library of the Genealogical Society * -
of the Church of Latter-Day Saints to determine how micro-
films can be consulted. More detailed resources can be
borrowed for research, as the library staff there can explain. -

For addigional information consult:

Beard, Timothy Field and Denise Demong. How to Find your
. Family Roots, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1977. See pages 853- -
856 for:

A listing of archives and libraries in Hungary for informa-
tion on family history. :

A bibliography of books and artigles in Hungarian and
English. ~

Resources in Pennsylvania such as the state archives,
vital, records collections, libraries, societies, periodicals,
bodks and articles. "
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Other materials cited in the bibliography of this kit will
provide additional genealogical guidance, One volume cited
which specifically addresses Hungarian material’s is Jared H.
Suess, Handy Guide to, Hungarnian Genealogical Records .
(Logan. Utah. Everton Publishers, Inc., 1980).

Charting Hungarian-American

s, Genealogical Information .
Several standard methods for plotting genealogical informa-
tion can be utihzed once the basic data have been gathered
A. prepared pe¥igree chart will show the direct line’ of
hentage. The family group sheet which lists current family,
the families of both pairs of grandparents, those of the great-
grandparents, etc. can be extremely helpful inorganizing the
mformation for the pedigree chart or for other forms of
genealogical charts. (See illustration) _

‘ . e T
Family Group Sheets

Information mcludqd on each sheet will be.

Name ;

When born and where B
- Name of.parents ’

Married (who, when, where)
* Place

Occupation (optional) .

Children (when and where born)’
_Death date and location  *

. The following tips are offered for the preparation of the
family group sheets:

Try to verify the information in at least three wntten or
verbal sources before entering the name on the group
sheet Bibles, diaries, scrapbooks, etc. are good sources of

. information. Keep a record of all information sources
utihzed for future reference.

Notebook page$ can be uttlized to record the}amlly g‘roup
sheets; althoug ommercially prepared forms are available.

Chuldrq,n are histed on the group sheet in order of birth —
from number 1 on. As indicated on the sample page below.

. 24
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The Pedigree Chart

Names on the pedigree chart will branch,in two lines —one
for each of the parents, grandparents, great-grandparents,
etc. Bloodlines will be drawn from the current generation
back through one’s ancestors. Male names will be written on
“the even numbered rows of the pedigree chart and the
female names will appear on the odd numbered lines. From
the sample pedigree chart below, you cen see that this will
result in a fathers number which is twice that of rjis child’s.

The pedigree chart can be easily prepared following these
i guidelines: .

Print each name. The last name of the individual should be
_printedin capital letters, followed by the first and middle
name in 'slightly smaller printed letters. Place any nick-
names i'r_l_.;lkare_nthesis after the person’s name.

Use the woman’s maiden name on the pedigree chan, the
_ same procedure followed for the family group sheet.

Under ‘each name printed. list the following information as
applicable.

‘

b =born
.p =place
m = married

d = died -
Print the dates so that the day of the month’precéeds the

name of the month. Follow with the year designation. Ex-
ample: - 30 September 1981.

Genealogy Merit Badge for Boy Scouts
Basic Requirements:

What does genealogy mean? .
Provide ‘the history for genealogy in the ancient,
medieval, or modern world. v )
Name three societiés to further genealogical study.

. Name two lineage societies. ; N

. Tell about the three key genealogical study questions.
Name five waO‘s to get genealogical information.
Prepare a ped'gree chart for four generations.  #

25 .
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8. Do one of the following:

a. Prepare family group records for each of three
couples in your pedigree chart through the first
three generations. -

b. prepare a history of your life to date. Inciude,
pictures and a family group record.

9. Do one of the fellowing:

a Visit a genealogical library, public records office,
or archives depository. Write about the yjsit.

b. Copy the gravestone inscriptions of the sur-
names on your pedigree chart. .

c. .Obtain from a public records office (country,
state, or federal) two documents showing proof
of items on your pedigree chart.

*Adapted from a notice in. Western Pennsyivania Genealoglcal
v Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 2, Nov. 1974 p.
69.
Consult the goy Scouts of America Pamphlet for further
information regarding this badge.

FAMILY GROUP SHEET

Hupband Xovace, Lajos wife Kiraly,. Ildixo

b 7 Aufuet 102% b 12 October 1926
p New York, New York p SBudapeet, Hungary
® 30 July 1948 ¢ 16 January 1972

P MNew Brungwick N.J. p Pitteburgh, Pa,
L] A
1

)

. ‘e ,
father: Kovad gndare father: Kiraly, Janoe
mether: Nagy, Eva mother: Toth, Maria

Shildren born/place married/place/who died/place

1. Janoe 26 Auguet 1030 /Pgh.

2, Bela 9 July 1953 /Poh.

. Kalman 13 January 19e0/Poh.

+ Lovente & March 1061 /Peh. J
%

» N )
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i KOVACE, Lajos

’ [ 7ohuqust 1025 10
p  tew York, N.Y, .

m 30 July 1948 ]

f p Now Brun:ﬂlck’ N.J.

XOVACS, Janos
1 ba August 1930

p Pittsburgh, Pa, . R 12
6
3 | XIRALY, Tloiko 13
1 cnile 12 October 1026 14 '
. p BDudapest, Hungary )
2-3 parents d _ 16 January 1972
4-1 grafdparents o~ Pittsburgh, Pa.
8-1% dt-qrandparents ) . 13
/u -
s I _PEDIGREE CHART for Janos Kovacs -t
) )

Gathering Matérial for a Personal History

o

i. Benéfits of nreparingi:?"ersonql history"
a) Provides information.for future generations

-

b) Prompts.one to remember and record |mportant :

mylestones .
c) Combines and'integrates data in a manner inter- /
esting to the preparer -

d) .Allows for accuracy of information since the facts
" are not remote

1l. Basic considerations in getting the project underway
a) Deg/elop a personal time lin€*of sug‘nlfucant eventse?" B
b) Create an organized system fog the collection of
information (with suitable index cards, folders, or
other supplies) .
+ ¢) Separate matenals into relevant categones (such
as life chronology, career, geographical Iocatlon or
. others, as appropriate)
d) . Consider preparing a full history of your. Infe (not, N
just a short tape or brief sketch)
.e) ~ Be prepared tojot down notes as important aspects
come to.mind . . .

.

¢’
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1. Sources of information for your personal history

a) Constantly searching your memory (brainstorm)
b) Have conversatons with friends, neighbors, relatives
c) Visit sites from the‘ﬁag,g(schools, stores, homes)

d) Read infoffmation from early time pefiods in your
Iife '

) e) Examin€ relics and artifacts pfesent in childhood
. (toys, fashions, etc. in atfits, museums, etc)

‘ f) Review diaries you kept (or' which others wrote
___——". which may contain information on you)

f g) .Look over letters you received or wrote

h)y Label pictures, slides, and media you posses.
= Arrange to see those materials that friends or

relatives have.. N .-

1) Sort through memorabilia (scrapbooks, programs,
badges, school work,” certificates, report cards,
.~ etc) . .
) Listentotaperecordings made at family gatherings
(or other contemporary event tapes)

k) Relive earlier moments (bake special breads, pre-
pare holiday<food, etc.)

) Examine autobiographies and life sketches con «
cerning relatives or which conjain information
pertinent to your life

m) Thumbthrough yearbooks, newspaper, almanacs,
organizational ar community materials

. n) Consult official records (government, military,
. church, organization, medical) ’

V. Assembling the personal history

a) Prepare one section 'qt a time (explain what oc-
( curred, how you felt, provide explanation of the
why and how of events)

b) Consider adding p~ictures}, maps, time lines (the
appendix can contain poems, cenrificates, gene-
ology information etc)

c) After drafts have been completed, provide a title
. page, a table of contents, explanatory introduction
- 1 and relevant matenals .

‘b
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d) Plan to tape your voice and that of persons impor-
" tantto you. Locate tapes youmade earlier r
life, perhaps ones Qn which you are pl
~ musical instrument, for example
e) Record some sounds from everyday life, such as
the chime of the clock, a favorite piece of pqpl)lar
music, etc. e
f) Store masteftape on reel-to-reel. Consider having
a typescript made. (Cassettes should be played
. yearly)
g) <Taped histories (as interviewed or dictated) canbe
enhanced by appropriate audio-visuals and nar-
« ration

 § :

v
" Adapted from: Willlam G. Hartley Preparing a Personal History.

~ (Sait Lake City: Primer Publications,™ 978)
pp. 5-11.

7. EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

“The rug,” said Liza.. “Itis in reality alarge blanket, but heavy.
Itiswhatwe carried with us from Hungary, my motherandl.In
it we carried all our things, the clothing and the food. It is a
blanket woven by the peasant people of Hungary, very bright
withred.”... The Hungarian blanket that lr_iza broughtfrom her
room was even more colorful than Kathy had imagined. It was
a roughly woven wool, patterned all dver with the intricate
design of flowers, fruits, and figures. The predominating color
was a soft and rosy red. . .

From: Elizabeth Hubbard Lansing, A House for Henrietta
- (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1958),
. pp.161-163.°

Several of the children’s books annotated in Children’s
Hungarian Heritage (Kit 1) and other titles listed in the biblio-
gtaphy of Kit 9 contain information regarding the Hungarian
immigrant experience. Children might read Joseph Domjan,
Hungarian Heroes and Legends (Princeton: D.Van Nostrand
Co.; 1963) or Rezsoe Gracza and Margaret Gracza, The

aa
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Hunganans in America {(Minneapolis: Lerner Publications,
1969). Young adults might refer toJames Michener, Bridge at
Andau (New York: Random House, 1957), for example.

L]

. Assemble a scrap book of real pictures or hand drawn
' pictures to show the history of the Hungarian groups
which came to America. \

2. €onsult the Foxfires series by Ellot Wigginton to get some
ideas you can use for an"Hunganan project in the local
community. The projects he lists have been done by
s¢hool children.

3. Go to a folk festival where Hurngarian-Americans are
. present and using a bit of detective work, make notes on
what aspects -you observe about the members of the
ethnic¢ group (food, costumes, dances, etc) that distin;
guish them from other groups present.
¢ ¢ .

4. Keep a personal “or class bulletin board of information
about Hungarian-Americans from information gathered in
newspapers, books, or from oral history interviews. Cate-
gonze each major elementin the newsgaperartlcle under
the headings who, what, when, wherg, why, how.

1

5. Develop a list of famous facts about immigrants from
Hungary. Ask the class members to volunteer talking
about one of the listed topics he or she knowsbest. Makea
second list of new facts discovered during the session
_(which may have come from the student’s presentation or
" from. other aspects contributed by class members). Use
yourinformation to begin a booklet entitled "Do You Know

/ This About Hungarian-Americans?'™

6. Plan an exhibit of items that are associated with the
celebrations of various holidays by immigrants from Hun-
gary. Compare these items with those that second or third
generation groups m|ght useor prepare herein the United
States.

~

.




“ - Maké a list of first names and surnames you have
encountered inthe United States which are of Hungarian
origin. Find out as much as ypu can about the history of
each name listed.. )

8. Compile a scrapbook of mementoes (in facsimile) a
person from Hungary might have brought with him to the

/~Uhited States. Develop a mock family treasury notebook
according to, the instructions provided on page 36 of
Kid's America,

Q. Plan a walking- tour of a section of the city where
immigrants from Hungary usedtolive or stilldo live. Take
photographs and interview residents. Prepare an exhibit
of illustrations to accompany the walking tour description.

10..Ask students who attend Hungarian language Saturday
schools.or who participate in Hungarian-American scout
groups to describe their experiences. Utilize this infor-
mation in the preparation of a classroom “television”
program you will direct. -
N ]
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HUNGARIAN ETHNIC HERITAGE STUDY OF PITTSBURGH

The Hungarian Ethnic Heritage Study of Plttsburgh has
pubhshed ten curriculum kits that present aspects of the
Hungarian ethnic heritage in Greater Pittsburgh. Following
are the curnculum kits that have been published: g

=
1. Ch|ldrens Hunganan Heritage
. Hungarian lmmlgrants in Greate; Pittsburghy 1880—
v . 1980 .. -~
Guide toHistoric Hunganan Places in Greater Plttsburgh

d

E
. Yo,
R -4

3.
. 4. Hungarian Community Lyfe in Greater. Plttsburgh e
.. - 5, Hungarian Folk Traditions Revisited ‘ =
’ 6. Hungarian Folk Arts and Crafts - ‘ .
: 7. Survey of Hungary: Past andsPresent
8. Hungarian Historical Sources and Collectionsin Gre"‘f“""r

i '+ Pittsburgh 2
9. Blbhographlcal Gurde to H unganan—Amencan Sources
10. Teachipg Guide for Hungarian Curricuium Kits ‘

S

“

L oay s .
4 ﬁg‘u N . * - "t 5

Forinformation concermng the Hungarian Ethmc Heritage
Study of Plttsburgh please contact .

#7 pr. Paul Body Dr. Ruth Biro

. 5860 Douglas Street 5600 Forbes Avenue
§ Plttsburgh PA 15217 ‘ Pittsburgh, PA 15217 -
u Tel: (41 2) 422-8370 - Tek (41 2) 421-8384

-




