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R INTRODUCTION

' The Hunganan Ethnic Hentage Study of Pittsburgh is |
pleasedto presentaseries of ten educational curriculumkits
concerning the history. culture and current community life of
_Hungarians in Greater Pmsburgh -

The purpose of this series 1s to provide an easrly under-
standable guide to the Hungarran ethnic community inv |
| Greater Prttsbuagh The tén curriculum kits can be'read and
. understood by the interested student. teacher and general
| reader No spécial training in Hurganan studies 1s pre- «

sumed .

The format of currniculum kits was ghosen for several
reasons By tredting specific topics separately, we wished tqQ
present to the reader, student and teacher a comprehensive

- view of a well-defined topic. For example, thg reader in-
- terestedincurrent ethnicdife will find most of that information
in kits 3 and 4. concerned with "Historic Hungarian Places”
-dnd '‘Hunganan Cemmunity Life.* respectively. On the other
hand. the historically-inclinedweadet will irn o kit.2, “Hun-
ganian_Immigrants,n Greater Pittsburgh, 1880%880." A~
nother practical consideration was that teachers should be
able to use each kit as a basic informatian source, reading
material. and teaching guide on a’ specific topic. Those
R interested in several topics will probably review all kits and
consult additional sources listed in each of them.
« The titles of the ten curnculum kits are:
1 Children's Hungarian Heritage . '
) 2 Hungarian immigrantse in Greater Pittsburgh. 1880-
. 1980
3 Guide to Hrstorrc Hungarran Places In Greater Pitts-
burgh
4. Hungarian Community Life in Greater Prttsburgh ’
5. Hungaran Folk Traditions Revrsned )
8 Hungarian Folk Arts and Crafts
7 Survey of Hungary: Past and Present
8 Hungaridn HrstorrCaISourcesandCoILectronsrnGreater
+  Pitisburgh
Bibliographical Guide to Hungarian- American Sources )
. 10 Teaching Guide for Hunganan Curriculum Kits -
These curnculum kits respond to the special rieed of the
classroom teacher for relevant materals and a teachmg
'ﬂmde to Hungarian ethnic studies The first seven kits -
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~ Ethnic Heritage Studies Program of

introduce se;ected subject areas, whlle kits 8-10 provnde
guidélines, for tesearch’and teaching.

Ancther feature of our study is that it makes=available an
extraordinary amount of primary source material relating to
the history ofgthe Pittsburgh Hungarian community in the
course of olr research. we have dentified and evaluated
historical resources preserved in 13 hbraries. 25 church
collections and 24 organizational archives, amountmg tQa
total of 62 separate docymentary collections All major
holdings in each collection are dentified, evaluated, and

annotated for the benefit of the prospective student and -

scholar in kit 8 To Illustrate the potential vallie of these
resources. we have used them liberally in our natrative.

This pdblication s not.intended &s the final word on
Hungariaas in Pittsburgh, but the first major step leading to
the discovery and better understanding of the Hungaran
heritage Our primary task was to prepare an inventory of
documentary respurces, to present selected aspects of the *
Hunganan hentage and to design guidehnes for classroom
teaching We hope that the results of our work will encourage
students, teachers, and scholats to explore the Hungarian
herrtage We welcome such exploratlons and are preparedto
provide assistance if requested.

We extend our sincere appreciation to all-persons and
organizations who supported this undertaking. We ack-
nowledge the financial assistance ?rovuded to we by the

the United States De-
partmeht of Education, which made our study possible. We
express our special thanks to the Pittsburgh Hungarian
community to all churches and synagogues, fraternal, social.
and cultural organizations. as well.as individuals who re-
sponded so generously to our requests We wish to extend
our appreciation to our-Advisory Council, representing both
‘Hunganan organiFitions and ethnic studies specialists. We
apprecrnate also the support received from our organizational
sponsor, the Amendan Hungarnan Educators’ Associatin,
Finally. as project director | wish to take this opportunity to.
commend the outstanding cooperation, dedication, and sus-
tained performance, often under trying circumstarces, of all _
study participants, and especnally of their. families, whose
patience, sacrifices. and sense of humor made, the com-
pletion of this study possible. .
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PREFACE

This |sa historical survey of the Greater Pittsburgh Hunganan
community Almost a century ago- Hunganian immigrants
established their small communities in Oakland. Hazelwood,
McKeesport, Homestead and other places From these be-
ginninys arose those Hungaria® churches, frate(;nal associa-
tions. and organizations which make” up today's Hungaran
commumty hfe in Pltt§burgh But many other aspects of the .
past century are also of great mterest For example, the
preservation of Hungarian cultural traditions in the Hungar-
ian family and by participation in ethnic church and school

. activities 1S cgrtanly an important achievement The social

and econo position of Hungarians tnderwent a very
substantial change since the early years of thiscentury This
change can be observed within one family in just one or two
generations In fact. fhe Hungarnah coOmmunity as a whole
had changed in many respécts and s even now changing An
explanation and documentation of these histarical develop-

ments s one obthe main purposes of this historical survey

Butthere s another reason why such a study 1s indispen-
sable for understanding the Hungarnan and other European
immigrant experiences, This is really the'story of people who
decided at some point in their hyes to leave their native land,
to emigrafe to a strange, faraway. unknown land called
America, and who struggled rather persistently to achueve for

. their children and families a life of hope and happiness Itis .

remarkable that the great majority attained these goals, often
under the most adverse circumstances But'they did more
They also created. on therr own initiative and -with their
meager resources. close-knit communities to meet their
deep needs for human fellowshipand to preserve that sense
of fellowship for their descendants The Mungarian and other
ethniccommunities of today have inhented {rom therr immi-
grant parents a deep-felt desire for fellowship and commun-

ity life One expression of that inheritance is the preservation
.of the ethnic cultural heritage in the form of language, folk

dance. song, and feskvals The appreciation of that cultural
heritage takes on special meaning If we understand it as

.intimately related to the immigrant s need forfellowship and
" brotherhood ’

This historical summary prbvides then a guideline to the

. diversified activities and achievements of the Hungarnan

~ommunity in the past century As far as possible. wé .
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considered all significant phases of Hunganan hife We.-
utiized onginal historical sources in preparing our narrative
Contemporary documents and photographs seek to brnng
alive events and experiences of the past We made special
efforfs to illustrate the present status of the- Hungarian
community by specific events, places and persons. We
conducted personal interviews W|th prominent Hungarnans
reflecting the personal wewpomts and the special contribu-
tioris of recognized Ieaders In the Plttsburgh“Hunganan
commumty .

)

The begmmngs of Hungaran nmmngrant hfe in Pittsburgh can
be traced back to the decade of the 1880's The numbe. and
identity of the first settlers s pot recorded in detail. but we do
know of prominent 1mm|grants their at,tuvmes and immigrant
organizations - )

An early immigrant from Hungary was J&zset Roth, who 1s°
considered a founder of the McKeesport Jewish community
He arrived in McKeesport In 1872, opened a general store
there, and later founded a bank with Henry Friedman Janos
Kato arnved in-1886. held several industrial jobs. then
opened a butcher shop in Duquesne Jdzsef Bereznay
acquired a grocery store in Pittsburgh and operated a
restaurant h Clairton. Jakab Klein owned banks in Duguesne
and Homestead.

The first Hungarian Jewish congregatqon was Poale Zedeck,
foundedin 1881, followed by the McKeesport congregation, *
Gemulas Chesed Anshe Ungarn, established in 1886 The
First Hungaran Reformed Church was orgamized in 1890
Hungarian Roman and Greek Catholics joined in the Holy
Mary Roman and Greek Catholic Sick Benefit Society of
. McKeesport n 1896 '

....................

’

ROTH JOZSEF ES FIA

BANKHA/A

S a01 JEROME SEREEE MURFESPORT PA £
' :

;’//ustra{;un ! ;xdvemsemen( (1910; of the bank operated by Jozsef Rothrin
McKeesport andPtsburgh

’ ‘
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1. Emigrants from Hun)gary‘and'thelr Background.

Who were these Hungarnans® Why did they come to Pittsburgh
at this particular time?, What did they contnibute to the:
development of Pittsburgh? These are some of the questions
this booklet and its companion volumes wlll seek to answer
People frop Western Europe had been gmlgratmg to the
‘United States since 18Qp in great numpers Hunganans, on
the other hand. stdrted to emigrate to the New World only
< around 1880 The-reasons for this can be found in the
economic and socialdevelopmentof Hungary The Hunganan
Revolution of 1848, while restlting in ma;o‘r.soi:lai achieve-
ments, faded to establish Hunganan autgnofny or indepen-
dence ftormg Austna Its military defeat led to the emigration of
veral hundred Hungahian'army officers to America Many’
servedn the Civil War aS officers and enlisted men Yet no
significant emigration followed the Hunganan Revolution
When large scale emigration began around 1880 if wag
caused by the impacts of industrialization and the mechant-
zation of agrigulture Asagriculturaloperations were mechan-
ized and large estates produgced more at less cost. the
- peasant owners of véry small plofs could not operate ata
- prohit Many-ere forced to sell their land and to obtain work

A}
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-~ *  nayn Clairton, and of the general store 6f Janos Ivan in Johns-
town T o)
onlarge estates Industrialization destroyed handicraft occu-
pations which hadformerly provided supplemeritary sources -
of employment As these traditional sourcés of livelihood
dechned. more and more agricultural workers and peasants
considered migration to European countries and to America
as an alternative . ..
.Thé year 1880 can be seen as the start of a growing
emigration te America. Prior to that y€ar, an average of 1,000
persons per year had emigrated In the 1880is the annual
average increased to 15.000. in the 1890 s t0 30,000. and in
~ e - -
SR Y
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the 1900's to 100.000 .From 1870 to 1913, over 2 million
-~ personsemigrated from Hungary. aboyt 80 per cent of them
| in the period after 1900 . to ’

The decision to emigrate was influenced by the econamic
conditiops of Hungary, but as emigration became more
widespread another important influencesecame .decisive
This was the very effective influence of successful emigrants

" who did much to persuade relatives, friends, villagers to
follow their example Through personal Igtters semt home,
which were usuglly read aloud tQ family and friedds, emgrants
gave an dealized picture of I|feq>q;(\m'enca. The savings sent
home also made a strong impression But the most influential
Impact was_a visit home by the er\qngrant himself. He was
received in the village as a famous person and as such, he
dramatized his suqoesses in the New World When-he did
return to America he usually took sevekal relatives or friends
with him On arrival s the United States, he assisted them in
obtaining lodging, aJob. and gave them friendly advice on

E

veloped between Hungarian emigrants and their families
home This network made it possible for young men to
err village in Hungary and to enter an already
established Hunganan commauanity in American industrial
centers.. v : s 0 Lo
Most of thé ®arly emigrants from Hungary came from the
northeastern coumtgs. particularly Sarosand Zemglén From
here. news about th merncan experienges of emigrants
spread to adjacent areadso that by 1900 many emigtants
coming to Pittsburgh haileth{rom tHe nearby counties of
Abauj-Torna. Szepes, Szabolc®, Sgatmar, Bereg.and Ung. But
even In later years the substantial™~ajority of those who
- & emgrated were natives of these nortPeastern Hungarian
regions The reason for this s principally Ypat this region of
* Hungary was probably the most disadvantaged in its econgic
development and accessibility to new industyal centers
The people who.emigrated from the Hunganan northeast.
included several ethnic groups and religijous dengminations
First to emigrate”were Stovaks and Jews from
Zemplén counties. Only in the mid-1880's%did ‘Hungarians
and Rutheniansiemigrate in greater numbers This pattern of *
emigration played an important role’ in.the settlement of
Hunganans in Amernica By.the time Hunganans arrived,
Sl&uak Immigrants were well established and had well-czrgan- .

s .
.
‘ .

American hfe In this manner an extensive kinship network |
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nzed reJygious congregations As a resuit, Hupgarians Jomed

these congregatiuns, but eventually natuonalnvalnes led to

‘\the establishment of separate Hunganan church organi-

- zationg, .

The early emigrants included Roman Catholics, Greek
Cdthalics. Lutherans, Reformed. Greek Orthodox. and Jews’
Hungarians were predominantly Roman and Gr%Cathohcs
Reformed. and Lutherans The majority of all ethnic groups
and religions were agricultural workers Only about 16 per
cent of the emigrants were of non-agricultural background.
consisting of mdustnal workers, merchants, artisans, and
miners . Cee—

EmigratiGn from Hungary. 1870 - 1970

a *

The following chart shows the estimated number of emigrants

of Hunganan ethnic onigin who emigrated from their homeland .

in specmc periods since 1870.

v
~

Perlod Total Number Hungarian Emigrants
of & Of Humgarians to the ’
Emugrat»on . En’l@rat,»gg“ . United States
1870~ 191 ¢ 639,541 556, 439
© 1921 -1941 150,000 © ¢ ,25000
1945 - 1970 :300.000; - 67869 ¢
1870~ 1970 1.089,541 649,308 °
. ‘ a ‘ - .

' 2. Eé{F{( Hungarian ImmigrantSettiements in Prtts!;ﬁ@h

and the Monongahela Vaney
. . . s v
Hunganan ummlgrants.settled in Puttsburghacﬁordmg tovery
definite patterns They usually settled near therr prospectwé
Wemproymenf They also !e,aded/to ‘form small
ésidential"communitie$ on the ‘basis ©f Hungarian ethnic
rehguOus and even regional attathments As these settle-
ments de veloped each estabdnshed religious congregataons
fraterhal societies, schodts. cultural assocuatlons But the
.ong term stabity-of these.iettlements dependedongne all

. important factor the jobs avdilahle, The ebb andflow.ofthe-

early immugrant settlements are generally explaingd Ry the
trequent shiftsin employmentopportumtues especially inthe
codl mining areas N

»
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qusr/anon 3 Hungary betore 1920 Shaded areas indicale 123.0ns with mghest
proportions of ermigration to 1914

IMustration 4 Map of Greatér Pittsburgh Area with Des:gnal/ons of Ea//y
Hungarian Immigrant Communities

"We can point to two main centels of, early Hunganan
settlement Hazelwood and McKeesport Both became im-
portant 4ammigrant centers’in the sense that,they provided
substantial employment opportunities and became centers
of Hungaran religious, social, and cultural life. There devel-
oped of course many other Hunganan group settlements in
Greater Pittsburgh, many of them quite substantial for a time. .
But from the perspective of long-range development Hazel- /
wood and McKeesport proved to be the most S|gn|f|cant
centers of immigrant life.

Hunganans were well established in Hazelwood by 1900.
Originally they had settied along Bates Street in Oakland and
spread to anarea know as “Scotch,Bottom.” From there th
moved to the central areas of Hazelwood. Their main plac
of employment were the Jones and Laughlin SteelCompany
plants and the Glenwood railroad and machine shops. As the
Hunganan community expanded, many Hungarnan-gwned
businesses were-established along Second Avenue, providing
another employment opportunity. .

‘Thesecond important center of Hungarian settlement was

. McKeesport, comparable in many respects to Hazelwood. -
The Nationa! Tube Company wasthe main source of employ-
mentfor Hunganans. As the Hunganan community developed,
numerous Hungarian businesses sprang up. Equally signifi-
cant was the evolufion of McKeesport intoa regional center
forHungarans in the Monongaheta Valley. Since many of the ,
smaller Hunganan communities in Elizabeth, Monongahela,

O “ora, Monessen, C\alsytown and Brownsville were too

'ERIC . .13
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. .
small and transitory to form permanent settlements, they
Boked to McKeesport as the center of their religious, social
and cultural life Subsequently, as employment in the mining
towns'diminished, many, immigrants settled in McKeesoort
permanently.

Within Allegheny County. two other Hungarian settlements
were important Homestéad and Duguesne lrnmtgrants
wese attracted to both places by the United States Steel
plants Those who settled in these two industrial towns were
predominantly of the Greek .Catholic and Reformed faiths
Also interesting is the concentration of immigrarits from two
Hungananregions. Und and Zemplen counties, in Homestead
and Duquesne

Among the smaller settiements outside Alleghény County

/ several stand out Eleven Hunganan immigrants formed the
core ofasettlement inthe Georgetown section of Leechburg
,Their employer was the West Leechburg Steel Company.
forerunnerof the AIlegheny Ludlum Corporation Johnstown
was another significant Hungarian immigrant center Bethle-
- hem Steel Company provided the main empfoyment ogpor-
tunity there, while the nearby mines, especially in Vintondale.
* Nanty Glg, and Windber, attracted additibnal newcomers.
Johnstown became a regional centerof Hungarian immigrants
employed inthe mines and the town itself Daisytown as welb
as Connellsvltle and Uniontown became transitory centers
for miners gmployed in the Monongahela Valley and West >
Virginia mnnmg areas- . . %

3. Hungartan Immtgrant Life. 1900-1940

A cohesive Hungarnan-American immygrant community was .
gradually established inthe first four decades of the twentieth
century Theearlyimmigrant settiements formed the founda-
tions of that community Gradually-most immigrants gave up
their ongindl dreams of returning to the homeland Theit
primary concern continued to be employment and making
ends meet But they also became aware of the need to adjust
to their American environment Yet. they sought to retain the
native customs, traditions, values they brought with-them
from their native land The formation of a Hungarnan-American
community involved then an increasing relationship with
.American society. but in such a way that many Hungarian
traditions were pre.served and adapted to Amerncan social

lfa o

[KC =our significant aspects of Hungarian communty life sug-
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gest the aspirdions, difficulties, and successes of the early
immigrants. Selected documents obtained in the course of
our studies will be used to illustrate these particular igsues.

Employment and Economic Conditions

one: of the most nmportant concerns of t immigrant In the
early days, the immigrant obtained employmtent as unskilled
worker in manufacturing plants and mines of the Pittsburgh
region One of the most seriqus problems faced by the
immigrant worker was unemployment. Wheniong periods of -
work stoppages occurred, his hopes for saving funds to take
back tothe homeland were suddenly shattered The savings
accumulated had to be spent for bare necessities, Some
returned home temporarily. Others stayed. hoping for the
resumption of work. These immigrant hopes and fears are
well expressed In a report on Hungarnan immigrants In
McKeesport publnshed in the Hungarian Catholicxweekly.
MagyarZaszIo in 1908. a year of economic crisis and serious
unemployment Following are excerpts from that document

| am wvisiing the boarding house of Karoly Farkas in
McKeesport

All boarders are at home The machines dre silent, the
smokestacks 1dle. and only a few men are busy at the tube
plant

Uncle Zsiros tells us his story.

| have had no work for 10 months,

Before the work stoppage we were well off Agood worker

Employmemt and conditions of work wa}quute obviously,

A

-

was able to make 5-6 dollars a day in a Pittsburgh mine The

mines produced tons of coal. thousands of workers were
busy. and there were still many empty coal cars There was
alvays good cheer and happy singing among Hungarians

McKeesport, Honfestead and the other Hungarian places
were satisfied. But now? Hundreds of thougands of workefs
are willing to work, but they have nothing to do Four fifths of
the work f3rce at the Carnegie plants were laid off In Butler.
9,000 men are jobless, among them several thousand Hun-
garans, Q

Oniy God knows how we survived the winter The pastors
did much to save us from starvation Many received free food.

- and lodging. Some returned to the homeland But Hungary 1s

far away and the trip very expensive. Most of u$ stayed on,
Q ngfor better times. - « -
- 1
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BE IT ANOVW N that the suhscribers having aswotiited themsslves together for the purposs
of forming a tynsfornl snciety for Hurgaran Amedicen ¢oitens and being desitous of becomng
. treorpor Ated azie=ably ty the prosisions of the Act af the Ceneral pAvembly of the Commonwealth
of Pennavivan a enti'led “ An Act 10 provids [or the Incorporatu n fad Begulation of certuun Corpn
Aons approved the 20th day of Azl A D IRTL ard te suppleggents do hrreby declare, 3ot forth
and certaty b’ the folliwing Are the purpowes objects aitclev/and corditions of thetr sud 34<0-
cuation for amt ups n shichythey desire Lo he incorpor ited

2.1 The ran e of the Cortminton Wh 't he “Verbovay Beteguegéyts Egylet Alapazabilyal™

- 2 The purtasses and s, ~t?s 0l 3ud Avwatation 31 henefciul, to their meribers vz, 2
. Jdonetcs  orainieten p ook wetiy Iwnefils o the snk fiaeial Lenefits in cave of drath
anfdonuting i1 Cose of need 50d every othar act and thirg pertamng to awecret beneficial

srganizatir .

3 Th e whiag the Faniness of the » ad {orpnration s to be transscted is the Borough
of Hnalcton 100 sk e >

1 T Corpuration 15 R0 et peryetundly ,® o
Y
& T ramesungd ro 1demuas of the vul sertler . are 3v follows

Name Red'dricce

~

ki nt Ferveer
John Nimeth
Jovn Lugcly
Cenryr Chotlun
Michas} Phlinkus
Fhn Fckbaner
Jue € e

Harleton, Fa.
Hazletan Pa -
Hu-letrn, P4
Hupewiile, Fa.

Mt Pleasant Pa

Mt Plonant, fa

Mt Pleasant, Pa

16

1 Mustration 6 Origmal charter of the Verhovay Aid Association 1886
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Yet we haye accomplished much America gavé us the

. opportunity to'work Ourstre’ngth mind,and willenabledusto

succeed in the new world We came as peasants, but we
mastered the most difficult industnial j6bs. After a period of
learnmg we advanced to htgher industrial jobs. Our progress
demonstrates that we can perform well in the American
industrial world We are proud of our achievements Hungarian
workers produce bathtubs in Zelienoplg, freight-cars in But-
ler, and pipes in McKeesport. And only a short time ago we
arnved as unschooled peasants and shepherds ™

Another very important problem to the immigrant was the
frequency of ind ustrialaccidents They occurred especially in
steel plants and the mines. Thosereported in Pittsburgh steel
plants involved explosions resulting in"'death or injury to a -
small number of workers. An exception was the major acci-
dent in 1907 at the . Jones and Laughhin Steel Plant on
Second Aveue, resulting in the death of 4Q workers, of whom
one was Hungarian Sipgle mine accidents, on the other
hand. claimed the lives of quite a large number of wotkers,
many of theg immigrants. One of the most tragic was the
mine accident of Cheswick, resulting in the death of 58
ip 1904 The terrible accident of 1907 near Van

d in the death of 110 Hunganans. !

lllustration¥ s a contemporarygliocument listing the name,
age, religion, Marital status, and Hungarnan places of origin of
those who died inthe mine accidentat Cheswickin 1904.The
decument 1s entitled. “The authentic list of the Hungarian
victims of the terrible mine accident at Cheswick, PA"

These tragic events showed the need for the provision-of
accident, death. and illness benefits to Hungarnan immigrants
They also illustrated the low esteem of Hungarian and other
immigrant workers in American gociety and contributed to a
growing desire in the Hungarian community to improve their
economic and social position These trends are illustrated in
the following commentary of Reverend Kalman Kovacs,
pastor of St. Stephen s Boman Catholic Church of McKees-
port:

Probably the greatest tragedy in the history of Hungarian
immigrants was the mining disaster of Naomi and Dar The
first accident. near Fayette City, resulted in the death of 24
Hungarians. The second one, near Van Meter, cla|med the
lives of 110 Hungarian miners.

Another recent accident illustrates the predicament of the
arian immigrant. Fourteen Hungarians d|ed because

1
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their platform collapsed beneath them The workers had
questioned the safety of the platform, but their foreman
ordered them to use it any way. adding the following comment
Never mind' There are many more Hunganans that will
_ replace you!” -— - -—-- -
. In all these accidents. the orphans and widows of the
deceased breadwinner receive no compensation Since the
families of immigrants are not considered residents of this
country. they have no legal claims for compensation
.The tacta‘are that the Hunganan immigrantis engagedina
“ternble struggle for existence He contributes very hard and
strenuous work for every penny he earns In return, the least
he shou!d expect is respect and consideration for his family
members in case of his death”

/"—' Hunganan Cornmunrty Organrzatrons

Next 1o the need for employment, an equally essential need
of the Hungarian immigrant was that for fellowship, security.
and community life Imtially, as demonstrated by serious
industrial accidents. the needfor caring forthe injured worker
and in case of death for his family arose Without the
traditional social structure to depend on. a substitute com-
munity environment had.to be created. It was for this reason
that the earthiest organizations among the Hunganans —.
indeed among many other ethnic groups — were the frater-
nal-benefit associations, which would insure some financial
secunty in case of death or iliness These early. and often
shortived Hunganan benefit societies bore such names
as Bela IV Independent Benefit Society of McKeesport
‘after a medieval Hunganan King). First Hunganan Men s
) Benefit Society of Braddock. The Pittsburgh and Vicinity

Reformed Benefit and Church Society. and the First Hun-

garian Miners' Benefit Society of Scalp Level

The two most impgprtant of these fraternal beneht societies .

n Western Pennsylvanra were the Verhovay Fraternal In-

surance Association and the Workingmen's Sick and Benev-

olent Federation. both of which maintained their headquarters

in Pittsburgh from 1926 and 1908 respectively.

The Verhovay Association, which still exists in a much-

- developed form as the William Penn Fraternal Association,
has its roots in Pennsylvania In 1886 a Small group af
Hunganans in Hazleton decided to form an organization
whrch would aid fellow Hungarnans Legend has it that

EKC / 0. 18
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thirteen men contributed a doliar each to form the basis for
this benefit society. In any case. it was a small core which -
begari and maintained the organization in the initial decades
of its° existence.-.

During the 1920s andthe 1930s this organization was able
to merge with other societies and thus grew spectacularly.

World War | had meant that many of the immigrants became *

permanently separated from theirhomeland Although some
didreturnto Hungary after 1918, most stayed andresolvedto
make.the United States their permanent homeland As a
result. an ethnic organization cduld more easily set out to
expand and forma national network The Verhdvay leadership
modernized its organization and began to pperate on a more
businesslike level. Among the early local benefit societies,
-- mostdisappeared.n.arelatively short period of time because
__businesspractice and experience were lacking The Verhovay

Fraternal Insurance Association moved its headquarters to
Pittsburgh 1n 1926 and has continued to function as the
largest Hunganan fraternalinthe United States Inaddition to
offering various Insurance benefits to its members, the
Verhovay organization also provided cultural activities and
fellowship for its members. During the 1920s and the 1930s
the leadership promoted kQowledge of Hunganan_culture
and language. It published the first ABC book for local
Hunganan schools. Many of the branches of the Verhovay

AssoCiation had their own buillding where the membership -

coul heirmeetings andhave othersocial get-togethers.

To Uthe religious needs of Hungarians in the Western
Pennsylvania area, a network of Hungarian ethnic churches
of various dendminations were established. By the 1890s
there were a sufficient number of Hungarnian immigrants in

the area togwable themto think about creating a permanent,

home for practicing their particular religious beliefs

Hunganan congregations.were organized by the Reformed.
Roman Catholics. Byzantiné (Jatholics, Baptists, Jews, and
Lutherans. Throughout the years, some fifty Hungarian chur-
ches served their ethnic congregations in the greater Pitts
burgh area Some in outlying areas have since ceased'to
exist or have become totally Americanized, but even today
some twenty of them continue to serve the Hunganans and
to preserve a portion of that heritage which the member$
forefathers brought to the United States and Western Penn-
sytvania around the turn of the century

O founding of these congregations was the work largely
b 1 3 .
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lustration 7 Charter of the Fuwst Hungaran and ‘Slovak Evangelical and

. Reformed St. Paul Church, 1890 . p)
Wustration 8 The First Hunganan Reformed Church, chartered in 1890 built in
~ _  Hazelwood i 1904 )

Wustration 9 St Stephen s Roman Catholic Church, McKeesport, in 1914

lMustration 10 Transfiguration of Our Lord Byzantne Rite Catholic Church
McKeesport
of that. first generation which became separated from its’
homeland and needed to reestablish a community which -
®  they had left behind in the old country. Part of that community
was formed by the secunty provided by the benefit societies
O =ntioned earlier, but these largely dgrarian Hungarian
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immigrants also had a religious need That could best be met
bythe establishmentof their own churches, where they could
hear the Word of God in their own language. practice their
traditjonal religious customs, ang associatéwith feliow coun-
trymen The church therefore’ s&ivéd both a religious and a
social need The‘pastor was an impotiant member of the
community |n the initial years the pastors who came from
Hungary were strong-willed, acfive, energetic individuals
who wnited the local Hungarian community, established a
permanent house, of worship. and sustained a sense of
community for succeeding immigrant genérations

. The first Hungaran church estabiished in the Pittsburgh”
area was the First. Hungarian Reformed CHurch. oniginally
known as the First Hungarian and Siovak Evangelical and

Reformed St Paul Church The congregationwas organized
In 1891 The following year they erected the first Hungarian
Reformed Church irrthe United States The home of this .
congregation was on Bates Street from 1892 to 1904, when -
the present stone church on Johnston Avenue in Hazelwood
was built 1t was from this core that other Reformed churches
were begun throughout the Monongahela Valley and Western,
Pennsylvania Homestead, Johnstown, Munhall, McKeesport,
Springdale. Brownsville, Dugquesne. Daisytown, and Rankin
all had estabhspéd Hungarnan Reformed congregations be-
fore 1920 and continte to serve Hungarian congregations to
this day )

The Roman Catholicg of Hungarian déscent founded their .
first churchinthe Pittsburgh area in McKeesport and called it
St Ptephens At the time of its dedication in 1901. this was
th@ third Hungarian Roman Catholic church to be constructed

" in the Umited States The church continues to serve ahargely
Hungariancongregation at its location on Beacon Avenue
The silver jubilee celebrations of the church in 1924 are-
preserved on arare film showirig the procession in McKees-
portin which afllocal and nearby Hyngarian clubs participated

Roman Catholi¢ Hungarians in Pittsburgh began to organize
therr own congregation before the First World War In 1919 .-
they were finally able to begin the constructiQn @f their own °
church, St Ann’s, in Hazelwood on Chatsworlh Avenue

« Three Hungarian Byzantine Rite Catholic churches were
established in the Pittsburgh area. The first was St.*Elas
founded in 1805 As customary, a sick and benefit society had-
“'ﬁ“ 2stablished earlier and servc;gj asthecorefororganizing

<
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the congregation and then a church McKeesport Hungarians
also established tfieir own chyrch it 19186, the Transfiguration _ .
of Our Lord Church on Sixth Street. In Duquesne Hur%'anans ‘
also ‘established a congregation, served untnl 1932 p&the
priest from McKeesport

Theonly Lutheran congregatnon in-Western, Pennsylv '
was formed in Hazelwood i the 1920%& In 1925 the&.
dedicated their church building on Hazelwood Avenue. The it
congregation wasdisbanded in 1978, butthe churchbuilding ¢,

gntlnues to stand serving another congregation.in the
ighborhood

None of the Hungarian Baptnst churches survived beyond
the 195Qs. The congregations in McKeesport and Homestead _
were small, and the Hunganan Baptists gradually joined
American churches. .

Jews from Hungary were among the first Hunganans to
settle in the Pittsburgh area. In the summer of 1881, the
Orthodox cofigregation Poale Zédeck was founded by 15
Jewish immigrants from Hungary In 1885 the-congregation
- purchased a building on Federal Street, now the location of
the Civic Arena In 1929 the Poale Zedeck Synagogue in
Squnrrel Hill was dedicated and serves to the present day the
Orthodox Jewish community, many of threm of Hunganan

* IMustration 13 Gemilas Chesed Synagogue, Third A!)enue McKeesport.

llustration 12 Poale Zedeck Synagoque on Shady Avenue, SQU/rrel Hill

—_——
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Hustration 13 Sisters of the Divine Redeemer

Jewish descent. ® 1886, Hungarian Jewish immigrants
founded Gemilas Chesed Congregation in McKeesport In
1891, the congregatnon purchased a permanent place of
worghip on Third Avenue. Over the years, leaders of the
congr&gation included several prominent Jews of Hungarian
descent, including Mornis Farkas and Ata@ar Pollak. In 1963,
the congregation dedlcated |ts present synagogue, located

— in White Oak. .

m*Although the churches and their associated societies
served both religious and social needs the Hunganans &lso
established secular clubs to round out their community life
They formed cultural, musical and social organizations These
organizations served as social clubs where the members
enjoyec each other's company and could speak therr native
tongue. Also, there was an attempt to meet specific cultural.
musical, cwuc and educational needs of the Hunganan com
munity. * B

The First Magyar Self-Culture Society of Homestead es-
tablished 1n {909, mcorporated educational and cultural,
aims’tnto its by-laws.

The Hunganan Independent Singing Sociely of AIIegheny
established n 1916, was less patriotic and moye pohtical in
orientation. [ts purpose was in part to instill in the workers
sociahst deals .and to encourage enthusiasm by singing the
Inspirnng songs of the internatignal workers’ movement

The Hungarian Socna! Club of McKeesport although desig-
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natedas a purély social club in its 1912 charter, had originally
beendormedto toster active support of the efforts in Hungary
to introduce secret and universal franchise Members, although
not obligated to. could contribute an additional dollar to therr
dues and designate.it as a contribytion to be sent to Hungary
to aid the suffrage reform ' )
The present Amenican Hunganan Social Club of Hazelwood
oniginally was established, for Civic purposes Chartered n
1917 in the mids{ of the First World War. one of the aims of
the club was the promotion of good citizenship
The 1920s and the 1930s were the golden age of Hungarian
ethnic WewWestern Pennsylvania In addition to those clubs
already in existence, there was an effort- made in these

gecades to coordmate local activities by creating one um-
brella organization This was true i Pittsburgh, Homestead,

and Duguesne. where Grand Committees or Central Commit-
Committee of Hunganan Churches and Clubs later called
the United Mayyar Civic Association (UM CA ). was creatéd »
trom representatives of over a hundrediocal clubs throughout
the greater Pittsburgh area The committee s first accomplish
ment was the organization of an annuai Magyar Day at
nennywood Park the first of which had been heldin 1916
Due 0 the War and its dftermath, none were heid until 1926,
but since that time it has been an annual event

. ] . f
. Education and Culture

Another vital community activity was the preservation of
vHungarian cultural traditions The established church congre-

gations were primasily involved in this effort, but also the

socCia#end fraternal organizations contributed toit From the
_early years, the congregations attempted to establish Hun-
garian-language schools The first one of these was the
Hungarian summer school of the First Hungarian Reformed
Church, in Hazelwood, introduced By the Reverend Sandor
Kalassay in 1904 The school was staffed by lay teachers.
assistant ministers and lay volunteers A similar school was
opened at St. Stephen’'s Roman Catholic Church in McKees-
portin 1907. continuinguntil 1912 The announcementof the
McKeesport summer school gives us a good idea of its
organization and curriculum.
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The school of the Monongahela Valley Roman Catholic

-Hungarian Parish will open next week.

Children six years of age will be accepted. Numseéous

*»  parents residing in all parts of Pittsburgh have registered

their.children. Parents who live at a distance may place their

children in Hungarian homes for a fee of $2.00 per.week

- These children will be under the supervision of the teacher or

the pastor. Enrolled children will obfain books from the
school. .

Subjects of instruction include Hungariartlanguage, reading
writing, rehgion, Bible study, Hungarian geography, history
and music. School will be held daily from 9 to 11:30 and from
1 to 3. No classes are held on Saturday afternoon and
Sunday.<Classes will continue for two months.. > a

’

PR
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in 1912, Reverend K&lman Kovdcs was successful in
securing the services of four members of the Sisters of the ¢ .
Oivine Redeemer from Sopron, Hungaty to assume teaching
duties in McKeesport The four sisters, Mother Sabina. Sisters
Berchmanna, Cassiana and Friderika arrived in October,
1912. They took over allteaching activities of the parish. They
proceeded to organize teaching pragrams throughout Greater
Pittsburgh in all locations where Hungarian Catholics resided.
~They gaveinstruction on aweekly basis. By 1914, they taught
500 %hlldren in 18 separate communities.

. One of the important results of their teaching was an
increased attachment of Hungarianimmigrants to Hungarian
cultural traditions. In addition to providing excellent instruction,
they imparted to their classes an appreciation of Hunganan

lllustration 14.  Reverend Kalman Kovdcs, lounder and first pastor of St
Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church in McKeesport.
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Ki hinné ugyanis ¢l, hogy. egy" hela volgyben, azamagyar okta- °

helyen akhor, a miker gtt a ma- t4s, a melyért mi. hirom év 6ta,
gyar tanito. umnrar tobb mint 50 val6iagos kalvandkat jarunk

15kolés gyermeket tudott dssze- Lre hét ép azért lett Magyar-
hozni, akhor azzal 4llott el az orszagszerte 1smert. Amerika
iskol&tgads 1gazyat6, hogy. ezek- Monongahela volgye, mert'a ma-
nek—ayWwyvendekekrek ha o.t gyar nefnzeti eszmé™itt, mindig

- S .
akaruak tovébbra s tanulni, a legyézhetetlennck latsz6 akada-

illetve csupiam.caak a helynngert lemért. -
- egyenhént 50 centet kell ezutan ‘Mert hogy e téren s diesd 63
U ) fizetnibk  ~? . fényes eredm#ényeket értunk ‘_91.
2 , Pedig ez tény' Es sajna. ez éD . a2t nemcsak az igazolja, hozy ma
. . " Pittsburgban tortént meg, avagy mar 18 helyen tdniturk, de aznis,
’ exy masik helyen egyenesen azt hogy e®:Kben, teljesen idegen,
- kuvetelték, hogy & mi magyar nyelvll gyermekeh lettek magya-

1skulas gyermekeink. necsak ma- rokk4, még pedig ugy. hogy azok

radjanak ki minden mésféle is- egyesel, m¢g, 1dosebb te stvérak-

kolab6l, de+a rnellotthogy csakis ,- nek is tanitéivA merészeltek

oda -jarjanale, ? hol a magmr lenm, a'na. ‘t)

- tanitasra hetente két 6rat epged~ * Pedig p
nek nekik +apulnj, hat e mellé & . eleinte’ véhtelen nehezen esctt -
szlok az1lletd templom rendes ath ma
tagsag: diy)at1s fizessék. *

ifiért is, ha egves hn‘yeken rtették/ de m yﬂml az‘t ed}ing
magsn hizakndl, s néhol még | ’nem.tudisk. Esmigis nemcsak
k8nyha helyieéghen is vigezték ~ lelkeseh gyakorolgatfhk o azt,

- derék * tisztelendd novéreink a de a tehes értgfnében:” arra
magyar tanftast: annak ime ilye- még Misokat I8 megtanitanak.’
. " nek és ezgk voltak az okai, A jmai napig 17 helyen hallgat- _
+ Az elso k.eresztényjek Kata- tuk/mar &t: ebben az évben, a m1
N kombAkban imiddesstak, Ameri- _ makyar iskolbink 6vz&ré vizsgh-
L kiban pedig egves helyeken , de buszkén elmondhtyuk,

gy ha minden felé ilven sz
redményt lennének~- képesek

Mustration 15 / Report of i-v Kaynan ovacs on m)qnna:\ngrrm\\m\

“ " Greater Pittsburgh Cq@ e commun:

k(myh.’xkba szorult .1 a Moununga-

) folk traditions” and customns.
‘,C public performange
pastorais, soﬁgs. &’6ems andf
' tations w

~aydience They p
o folk traditionts 1o {hg v

- then
. Frgqiently, chiidrens

T son4l social events.
’ . .

[Aruitox: providea by exc [

" hol fanulnak, hat havonta ezért, lyokksal kdzdstt ineg a gyize- °
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MEGHIVO!
FOTISZTELENDG KOVATS KALMAk SZERETVE TISZTELT
PLEBANOS URUNK, NEVENAPJA ALKALMABOL

1921. évi Oktober hé 12-én, szerdin este fél nyolc drakor
McKEESPORTON A‘ﬁARKET STREETI ELKS HALLBAP{
GYERMEK SZINIELOADASSAL EGYBEKOTOTT

' NAGY. OSZI BALT

RPN

TARTUNK A KOVETKEZ0 MUSORRAL:

Udvoz18 dal, énekli - A templomi énekkar.
Kdezdntst mondanak:... Belustyhk Jani, Smidt Gisi, Belustyhk Jozsi.

Rékécri hiv., énekli, . . A templomi énekkat.
. L )
AZ ARVA. ISTEN KARDJA.
Szeref)lék: . Szinmii.

L:ly. ¢ temewmm o - Tdnczos Lizi .

Arva, e .. Danko Jolinka Szereplbk:
Rati néni, ... . Perhics Rozi  lhasz gazla, .. ... ....,. Juszké Pali
Tundérhrilynb. -+ 2imbb Lt Sira, adelesége, .. .. Geot Margit
Torpék. Nagy Pista, Janowits:B. " =~~~ Schneider Jolén

Tiindérkék : Szajbert Juliska, Ste-
fin Jolénka, Loska Mariska,
Németh Emmi, Kovics Lizi,
Szuetta Alice. Kormos Irén-

» ke, Paszternik Anna, Rusz-
ka Margit, Takics Margit.

kY

Joska, ... Koleszink Mihily
Jancsi, pasztorgyerek, Takics A.

Pisti, ovceemcrresseons . Nehéz Laczi
Sark® e Szajbert Katica
Torténelem, . ....... Fazekas Rozi®

ustration 16 Announcement of childrens plays and Hungartan dance, Sep- .
tember 29, 1921, in ~Magyar Katholikus Zaszlo.”

Frequently, children’s plays were performed at major sea-
sonal social events, such as attumn or spring dances.
lllustration 16 is an announcement of the “Grand Autumn
Ball" in 1921 and fourchlldren s performances held to honor
the name day of Rev. Kalman Kovdcs, Pastor of St. Stephen’s
yRoman Catholic’Church in McKeesport.

Several church congregations established choral groups
and musical socities. They performed Hungarian religious
and folk songs at traditional community festivities, such as
seasonal danges, holiday celebyations and anniversary events.
An.example of a well-established musical group was the
singing society of the McKeesport Reformed Church, whose
members of 1915 are shown in lllustration 17.

The secular ciubs in the Pittsburgh area also contributed to
the cultural life of te Hungarian community Among the first

~n¢5 ~fthenewly fo formed First Magyar Self Culture Society of

[mc

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Homestead in 1909 was the establishment of a library The #
club made a special effort to acquire the works of American’
Hunganan wntets and to subscribe to Hungarnan-language
newspapers. It was also this club which in 1d29 supported
the establishment of a permanent Hungarian radio program
in Pittsburgh

The community hfe of the Hungarians was enhance¥ by
regular presentations’of tgavelling drama companies from
New York, Chicago. and Clgveland Hungarians in the Pitts-
burgh area hayl the opportunity to see their favorite operettas
and plays Talpnt within the community made possible the
establishmentjof local drama clubs,~whose performances
attended For example, in 1919 when the
lwood Drama Club performed a play by a
local author from St Ann's Church, the 350-seat auditorium
they used was filled to capacity for two performances The
First Hungarian Cuitural sQoctety of McKeesport enjoyed
similar populanty when performing such- old favontes as
Janos Vitéz and Bob Herceg.

Hunganians preserved a special attachment to'their home-
land through the celebration of pational holidays On these
occasions, speeches and poems were recited by prominent
members of the commuynity Gyorgy Szécskay or Pal Szarvas,

"both local Hungarian poet-journalists, often provided an
uplfing message.

Dates of special significance were March \5 which com-
memorated the dhniversary of the 1848 revolution. and
October 6 in remembrance of thirteen Hunganian generals
executed by Austrian authorities in 1844, following the 1848
revolution August 20, St Stephen s Day. provided the oppor-
tunity for the grandest celebrations On this date the Hun
yanians honored their first Christian king and the. founder, of
the state These festivities also incorporated the celebration
of the harvest season At St Stephen s Churchin McKeesport,
thisday was the greatest holday of‘all. when local Hungarians
of all faiths joined together in celebration In the latg 1920s
the Magyar Day activities at Kennywood Park were closely
tied to this late summer holiday In this way, national pride
w~as fostered and transmitted to the entire Hungarian Amer ’
ican community

One of the most memorable St. Stephen’'s Days washeld in
1924, when St. Stephen's Roman Catholic Church in McKees-
port celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary it was a major

Q -ommunity and religious festival, which was recorded on film
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that is available for viewing at ‘St. Stephen’s Church. The
announcement of the day’'s events is shown on lllustration
18.Theyincluded the traditional St. Stephe®'s Day procession
led by his Excellency Hugh Boyle, the Archbishop of Pitts-
burgh, high mass, dinner, parade from the church to the Elks
Hall: to be followed by children’s plays and community
festivities. *

Hlustration 17 -

Singing Society of the McKeesport
Hungarian Reformed Church,
1915

'V \MEGHIVO! L
A Monongahela véigyi Sz. Istvin Kir. rom. kath. magyar hitkozség

~ 25 ¢ves Jubileuma alkalméval, N s
McKEESPORTON, PA. 1924-IK BVI AUGUSZTUS HO 24-EN, f
azaz a Szent Istvin Kirily napi bucsyn, £

F&t. Kovfcs Kilmén, szeretett plebinosuk tiszteletére,
aki a hitkozség és a templom alapitéja és 25vév 6ta lelkipisztora,

"HODOLATOS {INNEPSEGET

“rendez, amelyre mindenkit tisztelettel meghiv a 'Renducibizmtsig

'‘PROGRAM: .

° A Szent lIstvins butsu n'apién‘ 4. A Mirna Congregatié nevé.
d. e. fét 11 orakor bucsui kor- ben Koleszank Margit be.
menct. amelyet mélts. és {6t szél, ’ .
Boyle, Hugh pittsburghi megyés
paspok ur fog vezetm.
s 11 orakor &innepi szent mise B
és predikiczio. o 6 ATBACSI SKATULXAJA
Nagy szent mise utin lunch- alkalmi jelenet.
R olas a temploim-dlatt Hallban.

5. Arpidhoninak népe, énekl -
a Jézus Neve énekkara. : #

~

lilustration 18- —Prograny ot the'*¥1924- St- Stephien’s Day celebrated by St
Q Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church, McKeesport, .
ERIC % - 29 e
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The cultural pride of the Hungarians received a great boost |

by the establishment of the Hungarian Nationality Room in
the Cathedral of Learning on the University of Pittsburgh
campus. This successful endeavor came about as aresult of
the cooperation of the entire Hungarian community and the
University. By the late 1930s, the»commumty’s{nanual
support for the Room amounted to $15000 The annual
Magyay Day at Kennywood Park from 1926 on contnbuted a
significant portion of its proceeds to the establishment of the

Room A special Hunganan Room Committee. consisting of *

prominent local Hunganans such as Dr Samuel Gomory,
helped in the setting up of the Room The Hungarnan govern-
ment enthusiastically supported the project It sponsored a
special competition to select the architect who would plan
the furnishing of the Room In September 1939 the Hun-
ganan Nationalty Room was dedicated as one of the first of
the nationality rooms in the Cathedral of Learning

For half a century, the Pittsburgh Hunganan .commqputy .
was the home of the Hungarian-Amencan writer Gyorgy .

Szécskay Szécskay was a prominent and active member of
the Western Pennsylvania Hungarian community from 1912
to the time of his death in 1958 He had emigrated to America
» 1n 1904 as a promising young poet-journalist Throughout his
Career, he was a regular COntnblﬁr to Hunganan-Amerncan
newspapers, maintained‘a wide &rrespondence with prom-
inent Hungar’nansthroughouithe United States. and published
four volumes of Hunganian poetry and prose He was tireless
in supporting and encouraging Hungaran cultural gctivities
in Greater Pittsburgh Szécskaywasoneofa smaﬁeﬁﬁful of
Hunganan wnters whbd have left a part of theHungarnan
hentage preserved in wnting, and the only one of these to
have made Pittsburgh his permanént adopted home
Another important component in the cultural lite of Hun-
ganan immigrants was the native-language press Priortothe
Second World War, some thirty different Hurigarian language
newspapers had been started in this region The earliest one
appearedat theend of 1899. ltwas gd/; ed by K&lman Kovacs,
pastor of St. Stephen’s Hungarian Roman Cathohc.Church mn
McKeesport Kovdcs continued to publish his newspaper,
Magyarok Csillaga ({The Hungarian Star), although ‘under gf-
ferent titles. until his death in 1927 Anothevr church-affihated

publication was the Amerikar Magyar Reformétusok Lapja (The

American Hungarian'Reformed Journal), later the Reformatus
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Dr. GOMORY SAMUEL KAROLY,

. sebész-orvos
. ‘ e
| 048 Jenkins Arcade, ‘Pritsburgh, Pa,
|

Szul - IN93 O <zept 17 en, Garamy, Zemplen meghve, |

Dobsiiar osiegt os.tnd sanja bro Gomory S °
mudl. hinek oser alig hetssaz evvel a honfoslalas
utdn  mar  varosbirak, polgarmesterek  és a  var
megyék hlalakulisa utan ’uli.sp.::mk vojtak., A fel
videki arany és ezust binydszat tortenelme atlan.
doan lirdet: 3 Gomory nevet, mint amelynek te.
veheny mtézhedo joga volt az egyre nag)obbhodo

“ termelést uzemek felett

Dr. Gourory Samuel a szegedi és hesmark: gim-
nizzumokban ‘égezte kozépiskolait, mayd az erett-
. ségl  bizomyitvany  megsserzése ntadn a budapesti
N R “  Tudomény FEgyetem oriosi szakara lepettt és ott

szerezte meg doktor: ohleveldt, Orvosnosendék ko-
~ rdban tort ki a vildghiboru, amhor onkéntes lett
és a temesvari Nadtest horh&zaba osztottak be gva-
kornoknal(. '

A vilaghaboru elmultaval Dr Gomory Samnel
ismét a hudapesti egyeternre kerult 1919-ben, minta
Jendrasik, majd a Herczog egreleini tanir klimikai-
nak asszisztense, egészen 1923-ig és igy a legkiva-
16bb orvostanarok oldala mellett talalt lehetoséget
arra. hogy sebészi tudominy 4t a legmmagasabb fokra
képezze ki,

Az egyre turhetetlenebhbé %16 gazdasagi viszo-
nyok fol¥tan, Dr Gomory 1923 ban jott Amerikaba
€8 Pittshurghban telepedett Je, ahol a torvény
Altal eloirt horhazi gyakorlati wo utin jeles siker-
rel szerezte meg az &llam1 engedélyt arra, hogy
orvesi grahorlatot folytathasson és rendelojet, foleg
az ldeg ¢és elmebetegségekre i1endezve be, nunt
amely s7ahmiban  elsviendu .spocm‘hsl‘a. Alapos
tudisdt az amerikai orvosi horok termdssetesen
‘azonnal felismerték  éw megtiszteld meghivacohban
réssesitették., gy lett® aZz International Institute .
belsd ovivosi karanak megbecsult tagja, az Ame-

© rivan  Medical .\ss.«g(i.'mnn. az  Allechieny  County
T Medieal Assocnation, az American Psychiatrie Asso. |
M cfation, a pitesburghi Science and Art, a The Aca-
demy” of Ununveisity Club tuuja.

-

Mustration 19, Biographical sketch of Dr. Samuel Karoly Gémbry.
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Uiség (Reformed Newspaper).” ~

The two fsaternal associatiorts with headquarters in Pitts-
burgh also published their own papers The Verhovay Aid
Association s publication, begun In 1918, was called Ver-
hovayak Lapja (Verhovay Journal). The official monthly of the
workingmen s Sick and Benevolent Federation was called
Osszetartas (Solidanity) and was published from 1912 on

The secular newspaper in Pittsburgh was the Pittsburghi
Hiradd (Puttsburgh Messenger). which began publication in
19%7 andbecamethe Magyarleadé(Hunganan Messenger)
in 1915 until it ceased in 1925. In the same year, it was
replaced by the Magyarsdg (Hungarians), which is still active

These newspapers provided the early immigrants with
news about thefr community and aiso gbout their homeland
They were aiso important for the obvious fact that they were
in the native tongue of the people Most significantly they
maintained an awareness'é? the Hunganan community 1in
Pittsburgh. by recording its activities achievements and
growth Fromthe vantage pointof the present the Hungarnah
press represents one of the most important forms of docu-
mentation of Hunganan community ife over the pastcentury

. £
Hungarian-Americans and American Society
- - -+
As Hunggnan-Amencan institutions became established,
the relationships and_ attitudes of Hungarnans to American’
society also changed i -
iniially. the immigrant hved and worked among fetlow
Hunganans He did not seek contacts with American society
uniess industriai. accidents, unemployment or skirmishes
with the police made them unavoidable In the early penod,
.leaders of Hunganan immigrants such as priests, ministers
businessmen were the primary contacts with American au-
thorties A very. good gxample of a Hunganan immigrant
ieader is provided by the Reverend Kalman Kovacs: pastor of
St {ephens Roman Catholic Church in McKeesport for

aimdst thirty years He entertained cordial retations with the
Pittsburgh Catholit diocese. the American press. local officials,

.and industnal employers He condemned socialist, radical

andrevolutionary movements and opposed unionization He
urged Hungarran immigrantstojoin fraternal societies as the
pbest protection against the financial cnses' of iness and
death. He exerted considerable influence oh Hunganan
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immigrants through the weekly newspaper. Magyar 248210,
which he editedfor aimostthirty years Though not all shared
hisviews. the majority certainly accepted his leadership and
agreed with s position. ’

The course of World War | had a .major impact on the
relationships between Hungarian immigrants and Amernican
society While immigrant ledders expresséd their sympathy

- for the cause of Hungary, they c‘oun’seled Hungarians to
refrain from puablic arguments and to demonstrate good -
public behavior atall imes This advice was generally folloved
in fact, during the war relations between-the Hungarian-
Americancommunity and local offictals remained exception-
ally cordiak One of the events which demonstrated the good,
relationships was the active support of McKeesport and .
Pittsburgh local officials for fund raising actvities of Hun-

~ganan-Americans to benefit war orphans and widows In
Hlngary.

After 1920, the Pittsburgh Hungariarn community exper-
ienced substantial social and ecoromic changes WorldWar |
resuited in the termination of large-scale emigration to
America and generally discouraged the majority of Hun-
ganans from returning home Most immigrants decided t
remain in Pittsburgh permanently and to establish clos

© relationships with the American community. Hungarian or- .

ganizations actively encouraged naturalization, tearmng the

English langudge, and understanding the American political
process For example, the American-Hunganan Social Club

. of Pittsburgh was formed with the expre ss purpose of assisting
immigrants to attain citizenship as well as to provide good
fellowship The First Magyar Seif-Culture Society of Home-
stead held English language classeﬁvzlce a week

Another significant trend of the post-war years was the
rapd growth of Hungarian-owned businesses in the main
“Hungaran centers. Hazelwood. McKeesport. Duguesne,
and Homestead Such businesses tiad been in existence

3 sinceatleast 1907, but after 1920 there wasan unprecedented .
expansion of ﬁungarnan restaurants, grocery stores. barber
shops, drug stores'andother enterprises serving the needs of
Hungarnans

While the arrivgl of large numbers-of newcomers ceased.
Pittsburgh attracted a good number of Hungarians with
professional skills. They began to arrive after 1920. :
Their establishment n Pittsburgh formed the nucleus of

Q
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the substantial Hungarian professional ‘and business com-
munity of today ) - )

One of those who arrived in this period was the young
Norman Gluck He received his high_school and unwversity
education in Pittsburgh He was admitted to the barin 1926
andsince that ime hasbegna prominent Pittsburgh attorney
In the course of his career, he assisted gtrd counseled many
Hungarian immigrants and served for many years as legal

_ counselor to the William Penn Fraternal Association Today,
nearly sixty years after his arrival in America, he still speaks”
fluent Hungarian and recalls fondly the Hungaran community
iife of that period ’

- Dr.Samuel Gomory came to Pittsburgh in 1923 He had
completed medical studies at the University of Budapest
After his arnval in Pittsburgh he obtained his Pennsylvania
medical license. He became a leading practitioner in Pitts-
burgh and was affillated with several major Pittsburgh area
hospitals He lectured in neurology at the University: of

—— __ Pittsburgh_School of Medicine. He published néteworthy
professional studies in the field of neurology and industnal
mental hygiene [n addition to his professional attainments,

Dr. Gémory supported some of the major Hungarian social

and cultural activities in Pittsburgh. He was the founder and

hfelong.president of the Hungarian Room Committee of the
~Cathedral of Learning and assisted Hungarian cultural efforts
in Pittsburgh for four decades
Joseph Bercsi came to Pittsburgh in 1924 as a young
mechanical engineer and former instructor at the Budapest
Polytechnic University His first employment was at Westing-
house and later at Guif as a prominent research engineér
Throughout his professional career in Pittsburgh, Joseph
Bercsi played a highly respected role in the support of
Hungarian organizations "and activities He was especially
active in helping to establish the Hunganan Room of the’
Cathedral of Learning and in the Hunganan Professional
Society-of Pittsburgh. ’
These and many other professionally trained Hungarian
immigrants added- an important component to the already
b well-established Hungarian community in Pittsburgh Their
example of recognized professional achievement encouraged
* . . . second-generation Hungarians to turn to technical, profes-
sional, and business occupations. In many cases, thosé
Hungaran professionals in well-placed positions assisted




|

' aspiring university students and newly-arrived immigrants in
| obtaining employment The present predominance of Hun-
| garian engineers, research specialists and techmcians in
" Pittsburgh has-therefare its origins m the years following
World War |, when many immigrants with professionat skills -
settled in Pittsburgh and established the beginnings of a

H oy

Hungarian professional community. - .

T

2.” Post-War Hungarian-Americans, 1950-1980
When Hungarians began to arriverin greater jumbers
following World War I1. the-Pittsburgh Hungarian co munity
consisted of many diversified groups Among thegm were
nmm’ugrantjamuhes residing in Pittshurgh since the tutn of the
century. second-generatioprfamwies. teachers, attorn sen
= _gwneersandbusinessmen [There was also agood.selection of
church,,COn'gregQI s, cullyral societies, and other organi-
zations Therefore the new arrivals found in Pittsburgh many
indwiduals and groups willing to assist them as theybeganto
_establish their hfe )n America T /‘
New‘Immigrants, 1950-1980

Who were the new arrivals? Three major groups can\be
‘distinguished. First were those immigrants who had. &t
. Hungary at the end of World War II. They had escaped from
Hungary prior to the Soviet occupation in 194445/ fearing
pllysical harm or pohtical persecution. The second group left
Hungary in the post-war years as a result of outright political
repression Both groups were admitted to the United States
" asdisplaced persons in‘the period 1949 te 1953. Those who
came to the United States can be estimated as 26,000. The
thirdmajorgroup comprized the best known recent Hungarian
immigrants, those who escaped from Hungary following the -
Hungarian Revolution of 1956. They arrived in this country in
"theyears 1956 to, 1958 Those admitted to the United States
numbered approximately 49,000.

-

"y

.+ ' Immigrants from*Hungary, 1945 - 1980 . .

The following chart shows approximate numbers of H)hgarian
. immigrants to the Unijted States by specific groups and time

. * periods in the post-1945 period. i -
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JDates of Estimated
immiggation number of
to the Immigrants

v
’ 1945™ 1953 26,000
~ 1956 - 1958 . 40,000
1958 - 1980 ' 5,000
. 1945 -~ 1980 71,000 BN

Whiie pohtically. historically and socially. these three groups
differed from each other. they had some common character-
isucs which set thegn apart from previous immigrants They
were primarily political refugees, who left Hungary because
they opposed the Soviet occupation of Hungary and the
Communist government imposed on Hungary after World
War Il Another characteristic applicable to all three groups
was that most of them were of middie-class and professional

- background \

Each of the three groups, however, can be differentiated in
some respects. The first group consisted primarily of highly-
placed governmental officials and military officers, strongly

~opposed to changes in the pre-war Hungarian political

system. The second group included predominantly those
who supported a democratic system of government in Hun-
gary in the post-war period. The last gréup comprized over-
whelmingly young, university-trained professionals and also
a small proportion of skilléd technicians. They had experienced
living condifions in Communist Hungary, they rejected that
system of government and chose-to live in a free, democratic
society. i : .

After accounting for these différentiations, however, it stilt
appears valid to state that the three post-war Jmmigrant
groups were primarify political refugees, who had decided for
various reasons to repudiate iving undera Communist social
and governmental system. .

The impact of the three post-war immigrant groups on the
Pittsburgh Hunganan-American community was quite different
from that of the former immigrants. Their total number was
relatively small. Those who settled in Greater Pittsburgh in
the’ post-war period can be estimated,as close to 4,000
persons. More important than their numerical strength was
therr role in.contributing to Hungarnan professional employ-
ment, to Hungarian participationin technological, education-
al, and cultural activities, and to community activities to

N A
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préserve the Hunganan cultural heritage. They joined the
ranks of engineers, technicians, businessmen edlcators,
and research specialists in Pittsburgh and are now well
established in their professional careers. In addition, they
also find time,to support and encourage=Hungarian com-
munity actiy#es by memberhip in several prominent cultural
and social‘organizations seeking to preserve the Hungaran
hentage. . .

5

The Post-War Hungarian CémTunity

Post-war Hunggnan immigrants have concentrated their
socidl and community activities in four H ian-American
socteitiesand organizations. A brief su mm%ese organr-
zations will best convey the present diréctions df Hungarian-
American community life in Pittsburgh - .

Foremost among these organizations is the Hunganan
Profless'onal Society of Pittsburgh (Pittsburghi Magyar Tar-
sasag) Itwas founded in 1939 by fourteen charter members
to provide an association and meeting place for bersons of
professional interests Accordingto Mr George Foley, one of
the onginal founders. the purposes of the society were the
preservation of Hungarian cultural traditions, the exchange
of ideas on scientific, cultural and social issues, and fellowship
among professionalmen and women. There was agreat need
for such an organization in 1939, but even more so after
1950 As more and more immigrants of professional back-
ground arnived I1n Pittsburgh, the Hungaran Professional
Society became one of their. most important outlets. for
personaland professional association. The society sponsored
monthly presentations, followed by discussions and a social
hour sparked by tea and pastries. Topics covered in these
sessions comprized Hungarian music,,Hungarnan hterature, i
" Hungarian history, travelogues, medicine, natural science,
law,and technology The society also si{Dports otherHungar-
. i1ancauses in'Pittsburgh, such as the Hungarnan Room in the .
Cathedral of Learning and fellowships toHunganan students.
It continues to hold monthly me'etings and remains the most
important association for Hunganan professionals in Pittsburgh

Another noteworthy association is the Hungaman Literary
Circle (Magyar Irodalmi K&r). It was established in" 1956 for
the purpose of fostering an awareness of Hunganah hterary

O
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Evr Mangsrian Profrassnal Brcets of Fhtteburgh s
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Mustration 20  Earhest available document pertaining to the Hungarian Profes-
sional Society of Pittsburgh, dating back to 1941

_:,"‘,-‘-,E'r!t ) \;.‘
N o ———J‘— — ':F‘\G~ Vo T i e,
. oo~ SR A Pittsburghi Magyar Tarsasdg
e T8 ‘ « Havi MEGHIVGIA

Nustration 21 " A 1981 invitation card of the Hungarian Professtonal Society

litustration 22. The Hungarian-Professional Society in Sesston, 1981

. traditions. Montly meetings of the circle present readings or -
discussions of Hungarian literature, folk traditions, folk music,
and literary criticism. Thesé meetings also provide oppor-
tunities for informal conversation and fellowship, ‘accom-

,panied by tea (sometimes wine) and biscuits.
. Youhg and old Hungarian-Americans of allimmigrant groups
ave taken advantage of a very fthe ©pportunity to preserve
. a emonstrate their national heritage by participating in
== the-annual performances of the Pittsburgh Folk Festival, held
since 1956. The experience gained in learning to perform
ornginal Hunganan folk dances and folk customs has contri-
o buted substantiaily to the preservation of Hungarian traditions
ERIC . . . : .
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' Pittsburgh  Equally imporfant 1s the role of the annual
performances as a pdblic demonstrationto Hungarian-Amer-
icans of the high esteem accorded to their hentage by a
prestigious cultural event in America. For the past three
years, the Hungarian Ethnic Group of Western Pennsylvania,
an organization estabhished in 1969 to promote Hungarian
folk traditions, has presented the Hungarian performance.
This.year's performance celebrates the twenty-fiftth apniver-
sary of "the firsig#stival.

Anothervery opular Hungarian-American community pro-

ject is the establishment of Magyar Park, founded in 1967’

Located six miles frdm Seven Springs in the beautiful Laurel -

mountains, it is @ wejl-deéveloped recreational park for Pitts-
burgh Hungaria milies. To cafry out thig venture, the
Pannonia Development Company was formed, which pur-
chased a 138-acre farm and developed it into a very desirable
fecreational area. The community now consists of 162 lots,
most of them held by Pittsburgh families. Cottages, cabins,
and more elaborate dwellings have been built by the owners.
There is also a community area of 50 acres, comprizing a
community building, teanis ‘courts, a soccer field, and an
attractive lake with beach. A special place is reserved for a
sbell tower housing a historic bell of the former Hungarnan

* ReformedChurch of Alliance, Ohio. Magyar Park providesnot

A Y

only a very attractive recreational area for its members, but
also an important meeting place for young and old of the
Hungarian-American community. Picnics, barbecues, camp-
fires, impromptu gatherings make up the summer schedule
There exists significant potential to extend the rqle of Magyar
Parkas a commuhity resource for educational andtommunity
expenences of {he Pittsburgh Hungatian-American com-
munity, < - . _

The four community organizations uisted represent. on the
basis of our observations and findings, those primarnily sup
ported'by the post-warimmygrant groups There are of course
othercommunity activities which continue to receive support
from the general Hungarian community and are equally
sigmficant in their own §phere Those discussed. hdwever.
reflect in a representative manner the interests. aspirdigns.
and activifies of the post-war immygrants s

The AMencargHunga?ian community maintains several

- educational pro rams at the present time, a practice which

can be traced back to the first decade of this gentury.

2 1
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» lllustration 24. . 2
Stene from Magyat Park. ~ . lustration 25.  Scene from Magyar Park

Unfortunately, these programs are quite limited and fragmen-
ol tary. Béla Biro and Melinda Bessko offered intensive Hungar-
n language courses in the Language Acquisitions Institute

of the University of Pittsburgh until 1980. At the present, Béla*
and Agnes VArdy teach a continuing education survey of
Hungarjan language ard culture in the Pitt Informa) Program.
Since 1964 members of the Hungagian Scouts troops receive
some training in Hungarian language, literature, history, and
folklore, At the moment,however, this program faces gan
uncertain futdre. Two smaller folk-dange groups are actjve:

) the Paprikds Dance Group and the Brownsville Dance Group.

. There are also three weekly radio programs. Df. Victor
»' ° Molnars program, Hungaran Varieties and *Julia Qrosz’
Hungarian Garden of Song provide primarily musng%enter—
tainment. The third program is the Reformed RaC "Hour,*”

Airected, by Reverend Loui llles. Béla and Agnes Vardy

ERIC -
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sponsor useful presentations by visiting Hungarnian scholars
ang writers. While showing much variety, these programs
lack a substantial, educational focus. Therefore, a carefully

-designed and effectively executed educational program is a ¢

pressing need of the Pittsburgh Hunganan-Amer:can com-
munity o * .

o
Y

Distinguished Hungarian-Americans in‘ Pittsburgh

N ®

The aspirations and achievements of Hungarian-Americans
in Pittsburgh can be illustrated by introducing a small group
of thosé who have distinguished themselves by outstanding-
services to the professional and pubilic hife of Pittsburgh. The
selection was extremely difficult. Constraints of time, infor-
mation, resources, and personal aecessibilty also himited our
selections: Many otherequally distinguished persons could”
cegtanly have been added. Our choices are intended To

" tlustrate the aspirations and attainments of Hunganan-
" Amercéns in a great variety of fields.

Qur first interview took place with Mr. Eimer Charles,
pj;gsident of the William Penn Association, the best-known,
- best-endowed, and largest Hungarian fraternal association
in the United States. Mr. Charles emigrated to America with
is motherin 1922 at the age of 12. His father was employed
in the glue factory in Springdale. The family originated from
the village of Turistvdndi, Sz&tm&r County. His father had,
emigrated in 1910 to set aside savings for the purchase of a
substantial family homestead, a dream never fulfilled. .

Mr Charles related that as a youth he was strongly
influenced by the very lively Hunganan community ife of
Springdale The family spoke Hungarian at home. He attended
the annual summer school of the Springdale Hunganan
Reformed -Church He participated regularly in Hunganan
stage plays and community festivals. Even today he speaks,
fluent and excellent Hungarian. A

Mr Charlés originally intended to study engineeringrbut
personal circumstances and the Great Depression changed
his plans. He held a varniety of industnial jobs and worked on
defense contracts during World War II. In 1942 he was
appointed branch manager of the William Penn (Verhovay)
Association He joined the home office administration in
1950 and has served as president since 1964

‘ E 41 32
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Mr Charles feels very strongly concerhing the value of ,
maintaining the Hunganan heritage in the United States. He
is very proud of his own personal retention of Hungarian
traditions, made possible by the'combined educational efforts
.of tus family, church, and community in Springdale As a
result, he is now Interested in furthenng plans of the Wilham
_Penn Asstciation to maintain pride in Hunganan culture, to
support Hungarian educational programs in Pittsburgh, and
to assist other Hunganan organizationsin similar endeavors

We asked Mr. Charles to define some of the present needs
of the Hunganan-American community He rephed: °

The greatest need is to-maintain and develop pride in
Hunganan culture for the young generation Thepreservation
of Hunganan culture is the most important task of the
Hungarian-American community The Witliam Penn Associa-
tion is prepared to contribute to this important goal by
providing opportunities for personal assoctation, teaching,
recreational faciities, and maintenance of Hungaran folk
traditions at Penn Scenic View. a recreational area located in
the Laurel Mountains”

Dr. Istvan Tuba camé to Pittsburgh after the Hunganan
Revolution of 1956. He had obtained his diploma inmechan-
ical engineering at_the Technical University of Budapest
Later, he served as technological director of th Budapest
vocational schools and as research engineer at the Csepel

. Automobile Works. Since his arrival in Pittsburgh, Dr Tuba
has engaged in a vanety. of professional and personal
acitivities. He served as design, development and research
engineer for the East Pittsburgh Division and the Research-
Development Center of Westinghouse At the same time, he
completedhis advanced studiesat Carnegte Mellon University
for bis Master's Degree in Mechanucal Engineeringand at the
Univetsity of Pittsburgh for is ‘doctorate. While working
during the day and studying at night, he also found time to
teach as senior lecturer of mathematics and mechanical
enginéering at Carnegie Mellon for sixyears. In his free tim€,
he published over thirty papers on the plasticity of metals,
fratture mechanics, and gomputer technology In 1968 he
was named Engineer of the Year by the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers. .
* In 1970, Dr. Tuba decided to chart a new direction. He

« founded Basic Technology Ingorporated (BTI), a multi-disci-

Q Hhinary engineering, researchand consulting service special-

’

‘ ’
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izing in thermal, stress, dynamic, seismic and failure analysis,
. Inthe past ten years, this enterprise has developed into one
*  of the highly respected engineering services of Greater
~ Pittsburgh. It has been substantially expanded to include a
variety of technological and engineering services. It is now
known as United Technology Center, which includes as
subsidiaries Basic Technology Incorporated, Design Tech-
nology Incorporated, and Technoma.rt. <
.In view of Dr, Tuba's outstanding achievements, it was
particularly interesting to find out his views concerning the
Pittsburgh Hungarian-American community. He recalled that

“*  he onginally came to Pittshurgh as one. of ten Hunganan
" refugees selected for employment by Paul Heller, then
" ¢ manager of the East Pittsburgh Division of Westinghouse. In

"~ 1966, aten-yearan niversary dinrierwas held atthe Pittsburgh

- Hilton, honoring Mr. Heller and ‘hlS associates. Dr. Tuba
expressed his continuing appreciation to Westinghouse,and
many of his colleagues in Pittsburgh for their assistance in
advancing his professional activities.

. Dr. Tuba feels that Hungarians have made outstanding
contributions to America, particularly in the field of science,
engineering and technology. He is very much interested in
creating a®better -public awareness of these contributions
andin promoting closer relationships among those engaged
in business and technological activities. He is particularly
involved in the Hungarian Professional Society of Pittsburgh
and Magyar Park, two organizations that, in his view, make an
effective contribution to good fellowship; the exchange of
ideas, and better personal understanding among profes-
sional men and women. £ .

* Hlustration 26.  Mr. Elmer Charles, President, WilliamyPenn Association.

Mustration 27" Dr. Istvan Tuba, United Technology Center, Inc.
Hlustration 28.  Mr, Joseph Rokop, PresidentsRokop Corporation, and Chairman,

Q  Rokop-Davy Limited.
ERIC 423 . .




¢

Dr Tuba also commented on his aims in establishing
United Technology Center Ornginally he saw a substantial
need to demonstrate the practical applications of complex
computertechnologies to smalland medium-size businesses.
He 1s still ikerested in this objective, but he 1s pursuing it in
two expanded directions. He explained: ‘

Fust of all, | should like to help establish a network of a
widerange of technological resources forusergroups bothin
Pittsburgh and nationwide Such a network is clearly indis-
pensable for the utilization of existing technology in the most
effective mannér possible. .

Secondly, through such ventures as Technomart 82, an
international exhibit of technologies and a simultaneous
congress of technological research to be held in the Pitts-
burgh Convention Center, | hope to contribute to- making
Pittsburgh a nationwide center of technological information
exchange | believe that such a respurce will advance the
economic development of our city and region in a‘very
significant way.” ' - ¢

A ™
Mr Joseph Rokop is the President and Chief Executive
Officer of Rokop Corporation and Chairman of Rokop-Davy,
Limited, an international marketing firm in Great Britain M?/
Rokop I1s a member of the Iron and Steel Society and of the
Business Advisory Board of the United States Senate
Mr. Rokop left Hungary after the Hungarian Revglution of
1956, During the revolutiorf, Mr. Rokop played a prominent
role as general secretary of the Transdanubian National
Council, representing non-communist democratic organiza-
tions throughout Hungary and seeking to attain the goals of
an independent and democratic Hungary Following the
Soviet intervention, however, that organization wasdissolved
and Mr. Rokop fled with his wife and three children to the
West. After a temporary stay in West Germany, he settled in
Pittsburgh 1n 1961. ) i
With a degree in mechanical engineering from the Techni-
cal University of Budapest and several years experience In
industrial design and development, Mr Rokop, accepted
employmentwith the Koppers Corporation There he became
involvedn the early development of continuous steel casting
technology In 197 1. followinga number of inventions in that
field, Mr. Rokop foundelf Rokop Corporation, which has
developed the mostadyanced continuous steel billet'casting
Q machine to date. Thig machine, known as the Rokop caster,
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IS now inoperation in steel mills in the United States, Canada,

New Zealand, Mexico, Australia, and South America. Rokop
casters allow domestic steel producers to campete success-
fully “with the foreign import of steel and as a result they
contribute to the future creation of jobs for many thousands
of American steelworkers.

Our conversation with Mr. Rokop focused on the contribu-
tions of prominent Hungarian-Americans to Amencan society.
Mr Rokop gave the following interesting explanation of the
role of the Hungarian-Americans in American society.

"Hungariansare generally highly-skilled, intelligent,diligent.
and above all exceedingly individualistic in thought and
conduct Placed in the Ameridan environment. based on
freedom and free development, they naturally utilize their
intelhgence and individuality in the pursuit of personal and
professionarattainmengs In my opinion, the greatest sesvice
Hungarians can perform for American society and for them-
selves iSNto keep alive their spirit of’mdependence and
onginality and apply it to the current issues of American
society By doing so, they will strengthenthe foundations of a
free social and economic system in America.”

Mr L&szl6 Pasztor'has achieved prominence as a repre-
sentative of several national Hungarian-American organiza-
tions and of ethnic poltical organizations in the Republican
Party Atpresent, he ischairman of the executive board of the
Amencan-Hungarian Federation and chairman of the Alle-
gheny Caunty Republican Heritage Groups Council. ;

Mr Pasztor came to the United States after the Hungarian
Revolution of 1956 He had spent more than six years in
prisons and forced labor camps.as a political prsoner n
Hungary He left Hungary in order to escape further political
persecution,

On arrival in the United States, he continued his profes-
sional interests in applied ch@istry and became active in
organizations seeking to provide a better public appreciation
of the Hungarian Revolution. He was employed by the
Graham Research Paborater§ of Jones and Laughlin Steel
Corporation from 1957 to 1970 as research chemist and
research supervisor. Since 1974, he has served as manager
of productresearch and as assistant tothe Vice-President for
New Technology and Planning at Dravo Gorporation. In the
political arena, he assumed prominent positions as organizer,
editor and spokesman for the Hungarian Freedom Fighters
Fedaration. From 1971 to 1973, Mr. Pasztor served as
E ‘ICLI Chairman of the National Republican Heritage
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Federation. From 1971 to 1973, Mr. Pasztor served as
National Chawrman of the National Republican Heritage
Groups Council and in 1974 he was honored as Republican
Ethnic Manof the Year by the Republican National Com mittee

in speaking with Mr. Pasztor, we discussed the role of his
Hungarian ethnic heritage inhisnumerous pohiticalactivities

He made the following observations on this question

“| consider my faithful commitment to Hungarian cultural
traditions, but especially my strongly-held views in support of
an independent Hungary the cornerstone of my political
beliefs. | am stili strongly committed to the principles of the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956.” .

Mr. P4sztor also commented on his impressions of the
Hungarian-American community in the United States He
recalled that when he arrived in 1956, at least 40 to 50
Hungarian-American families offered their personal assis-
tance to him. He also foénd in his extensie contacts with
Hungarian-Americans that they show a genuine interest In

_ Hungarian affairs and are eager to discuss them whenever

the occaston arises. .

_in conclusion, Mr Pdsztor expressed his views on the
current needs of the Pittsburgh Hungarnan-American com-
munity. These include, In his view, the establishment of a
community cuitural center, sports and educational facihties.
anda better organizational framework for meeting the special

 needs of young Hungdarian-Americans,

Dr Louis Munkachy i1s professor of music in the School of
Music, Duquesne University His professional attainments in
Hungary and the United States have centered on choral
conducting, choral composition, violin, and musicology Before
coming to the United Statesan ¥956. he conducted profés-
sional choral groups in Hungary for five years and served as
facuity member of the Ferenc Liszt Musical Academy In
Budapest After arriving in Pittsburgh, Dr Munkachygligected
the string music program of Chartiers Valley Public Schools
and conducted several church choirs. At the same time, he
obtained his master's degree in rgusic composition at Du-
quesne in 1962 and his Ph D in musicology at the University
of Pittsburgh in 1968 He has been”a member of the
Duquesne music facuity since 1966. :

Dr. Munkachy i1s known as the onginator and foremost
authonty of the Kodély approach to music education in
Pittsburgh. This approach was developed by the Hungarian
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composer, Zoltin Kodaly It 1s now being studied and appled
worldwide as a_simple yet very successful method for the
musical education of children

Dr Munkachy conceives of the Kodaly approach as a
philosophy of education applied to the field of music. Its basic
purpose is to provide musical experiences.and appropriate
musical traing to alf children according to very definite
educational principles It inyolves a series of musical experi-
ences s'tamng with very simple childrens games and songs
These are followed by simple-explanations and practice in
musical reading As progress 1s made, more complex.musical
materialis introduced The Kodély method emphasizes sing-
ingas apractical music experience Children are encouraged
from a very earl‘ﬁage to partéipate in group singing as an
integral part of education and social interaction

We asked Dr Munkachy to explain some ot the specitic
advantages of the Kodaly approach The primary benefit is
that it provides to all children the opportunity of musical
partiC¢ipation and appreciation Since it prefers to use folk
music matenal, children are exposed to a great deal of
Amercan folk music from a very early age. This experience
broadens their understanding of American culture and also
makes them aware of other folk traditions. In view of the easy
avarlability of several folk musictraditions in Rittsburgh, these
traditrons could be introduced in Pattsburgh schools without
diffictilties Group singing provides a shared community
experience that has a stimulating impact on the overall
development of children Finally, such a program of musical
education is very easy to implement According to Dr Mun-
kachy, one tea@per trained in the Kodaly approach can serve
as coordinator of school activities ¢ N

Training programs in the Kodaly approach are available |n
Pittsburgh, at several American universities, and in Hungary.
Pr Munkachy and others offer summer workshogs at Du-
quesne University Three national centers in_the United
States offer special education programs in the Kodaly,approach.
the Kodaly Center of America at Southeastern Massachusetts
University near Boston, the Kodaly Musical Training institute
at the University of Hartford, Connecticut. and the Organiza
tion of American Koddly Educators The primary center for
studying the Kodé&ly approach in Hungary is the Zoltan
Kodaly Pedagogical Institute of Music in Kecskemét, the

birthplace of Zoltdn Kod4ly. .
7
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Dr. Munkachy made outstanding contributions to a better
awareness'of the Kodaly approach in Pittsburgh and the
United States. Since 1972 he has offered graduate summer
workshops for music teachers at Duquesne University. He
teaches several courses at Duguesne concerned with the
Kodaly approach. He presented several public lectures to
teachers and music'groups explaining the principles of the
Kodaly approach. He contributed to the first'standard English-
language study of the Kodaly method, Jeno Adam, Growing in
Music (Budapest, 1971). . .

Asa result of his teaching and influence, several Pittsburgh
area teachers and musicians have studied in Hungary and
are applying the Kodaly approach in their professional activlties.
Christine Jordanoff, associate professor of voice and music
. theory at Duquesne, isa former student of Dr. Munkachy. She
studied in Hungary and is one of the noted experts on the
Kodaly method in Pittsburgh. She is president of the Organi-
zation of American Kodaly Educators dnd is engaged in
organizing a Pittsburgh chapter. Edward Bolkovac also stu-
. died with Dr. Munkachy a_nd received diplomas from the Liszt
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' Hustration 29. Mr. L&szI6 Pasztor, Chairman, Allegheny Coun

ty Republican

PR Heritage Groups Council, with President Reagan.
Hilustration 3Q. Dr. fours Munkachy, Professor of Music, Duquesne University
Nustration 31." Mayor Richard S. €aliguiri, Mayor of Pittsburgh.

. “ltustration 32 Mr. Frank Bakos, General Manager, Electro-Mechanical Divi-,
O sion, WestingRouse Electric Corporation. ®
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Academy in Budapest and the Keodaly Institute in Kecskemet.
He 1s now faculty member of the Kodaly Program at Holy
Names College, Oakland, California.

Dr Munkachy expressed his readiness to respond to any .

questions or provide assistance tothose seeking information
onthe Kodaly approach to music education He noted thatan
exceflent opportunity for learning’ about Koddly and his
approach will take place in Pittsburgh in Apru 1982. when
Professor Erzsebet Sz8ny. the foremost Hungatian authority
on the Kodaly approach. will visit Pittsburgh and lecture to
musicians. teachers, and the general pubic

Mr Frank Rakos is general manager of the Electro-Mech-
anical Division of Westinghouse Electric Gorporation Bornin
McKeesport he Is a third-generation desc¢endant of Hungar-
ianimmigrants His professional career spanstwenty years of
management experience with Westinghouse in 1977 he
recelved the Westinghouse Order of Menit for his outstanding
personal and professional attainments In his present position.
he directs the worldwide research. ‘engineering. production.
and marketing operations of a major Westinghouse Division

Mr Bakos has an exceptionally high regard for his Hun-
ganan family’heritage, particularly as he has expernenced
Hungariari traditions through his immigrant grandparents
He feels that the single most important influence on him was
that of his maternal grandfather, Andrds Flistds. He st
admires his strong character, his personal example, anl his
sustained personal gutdance Andras Fust8s arrived in 1904
iIn McKeesport from the village of Nagyraska, Zemplén county ,
He came from a very strict Reformed faith family and was a
lifelong member of the First Hungaridn . Evangellcal and
Reformed Church in"McKeesport He married Eszter Ban
yacski in the same church in 1914 Until he retired in 1957.
Flistds worked for the National Tube plant in McKeesport
Grandfather FlstGs was clearly a remarkably strong person
ality and respected as the head of the.family by second and
third-generation family members '

Mr Bakos saw in his grandparents, partacularly the Fustds
branch, anideal example of a close family community with the’
capacity to gude and educate ther children and grandchil
dren His grandfather advisgd him, listened to his problems.
and implanted moral values that still guide his thought and
action As a result of his grandfather's ms&uctlon,’ for ex-
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. ample. Bakos attended the Hunganan Reformed Church
schooi regularly and learned Hunganan Though his grand-
father was strict and reiéntless, Frank Bakos attributes much
of hisgown ideahsm and commitment to the Hungarnan
heritage to his personal influence

Frank Bakos summarized his understanding of the Hungar-
«an hentage that he had expernenced through his grandpar-
ents m these words.

1 am proud of the culture that could produce people of the
quality of my grandfather, Andrds Fiistds Allthe people Igrew
up with were Hungarnans. They were people of honesty and
integnty They were Hungary to me | am proud of Hungary
because of the people | knew as Hunganans™

Mr Bakos agrees that Hungariams made significant contri-
butions to American life But he diso feels strongly thatinthe
past many Hunganans failed to profess ther Hunganan
identity He considers this tendency as detnimental to the
Hunganan community in the United States At the present
timey Hunganans are becoming more aware of the impor- .
tance of asserting their Hungaran heritage Ttis 1s justified,
in the view of Frank Bakos, by the very significgnt Munganan
achievements in business, technology, scienge, and educa-
tion, which should instill pride and a strong ethfnic identity But
there i1s an even -more important reason for th al of
Hunganan awareness. In the view of;, ank Bakos. {he
present achievements of .Hungarans *af. based on the

sacrfices ofthé’hrét-gen;erﬁ:lmmlgrant .whoxmpiagte a
d e€o

1

strong desire for Social nomi¢adjancement i théir
childrenfand gave them & sy8fem 6f values by which fo lve |
In his comzmen?é on the'pre’sgrikiﬂ needs of Hunganans#n 3}
Pittsburgh. Frank Bakos eniphagized tus con€ern for the
future presegvation of Hunganantragrigams He s partiquiaily
interested in finding ways for making tig#se traditions medpss
ingfultoyoung Hungarians and to Amer Siﬁs j*iéple,dgedﬁﬁ
support to programs that seek to preserve and_\transmézf he@
Hunganan hertage in an effective manner- ‘; ‘ b 9¢
' ° tmd g
Mayor Richard S+ Caliguin took the oath of office on A‘pr'tl
11, 1977 Since then he has created a remarkable senseg of ™
public commitment to the future development of Pittsbur@n |
He initiated the Second Pittsburgh Renaissance, seeking o -
improve the quality of life of all Pittsburgh residents, geigh- |
Q rhoods, and the city as & whole The Mayor's‘prog'ram 1S
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nowrecewing nationwide attention as asuccessful approach
to urban revitalization .

In the course of his public career. Mayor Caliguiri had
repeatedly spoken of his Hunganan family heritage In res-
ponse to our request he graciously consented to an interview
and discussed with genuine interest his own family heritage
and the current role of ethnic communities in Pittsburgh Its
therefore a particular honorto include MayorCéngwnamong
prominent persons of Hungarian descent in Pittsburgh

According to information proyided by the Mayor and his
famdy the Mayor s maternal grandmother was an immigrant
from Hurgary She wa$ Katalin Tomoidk She came to.

" Pittsburgh with her sister about 1904 at the age of 23 Her
father was a shoemaker inthe small village of Lazy, Veszprémd
county Soon after her arrival in Pittsburgh. she began work
as a cook for one of the wealthy Squirrel Hill famnes There
she met Salvatore Curto, an immigrant Italian gardener, who
had comefrgm Catanzaro, Italy They were marnied in 1907
Salvatore Curto was soon able to build an attractive family
home at the edge-of Frick-Park Seven children were born and
one of them, Catherine, married Christopher Caliguiri They

. are the parents of the Mayor

Family life in the Curto family was an interesting blend of
Hunganan, italian, and American customs. Katalin and Salva-"
tore spoke Engiish at home, but the children learned their
prayersinHungarian Katalin wasan expert cook, an excellent
homemaker, and loved to dance. sing and celebrate holidays
in the Hungarnan style She liked to participate in social
events at St Stephen's Hungarian Catholic Church in Mc-
Keesport and at St Anns Church in Hazelwood Her many
Hunganan friends visited her frequently Easter, Christmas,
Thanksgwifig and New Years were the special holidays when
all family members gathered at the Curto home Mrs, Curto
was widely known for her Hunganan speciaities. kal4cs.

. fank fruitbread, aimas rétes (strudel). and palacsinta The
Mayar recalled these holidays as special family celebrations,
when everyone enjoyed good fellowship and the feasts
prepared by his grandmother

The Mayor remembers his grandmother as a fan-loving, -
cheerful and gracious person with an unbounded affection
for all her chilgren and grandchiidren She taught them to
respect peopleregardiess of their religion.sactor nationality
The Mayorstill recalls the special atmosphere of peacefulness
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and loving care that charactenzed the Curto family He
considers that harmonious family life as possibly the most
frustful influence of his*maternal grandparents ~
Speaking from personal experence. the Mayor also com-
mented on the personal qualities of Pittsburgh Hungarians
He has found that Hunganans are good-natured, fun-loving,
gracious, and cheertul He observed and valued these qualr
ties 1n his owa family Traditionally. Hunganq’i;\ famihies taught
chsidren to be tolerant and respectful of other peoples, their
traditions. and values He saw this teaching exemplified both
{ + inhisown family and inshis personal contacts with Hunganans.
/ The Mayor thought that he had been strongly influenced by
these values both in his personal and public ife Expanding
on thistopiC. he expressed the view that the abiity to accept
unfar criicssm and  to turn the other cheek 1s vitally
important He-had learned to do so in partas a résult of his
Hunganan-italian family hfe Summanzing trus part of the
wmmmmdisCUSSION. the Mayor said. -
| feel privieged and honored that one part of my family __
hentage 1s Hunganan .
The Mayor commented on the current revival of ethnic
cultures in the United States "He sees this development as a
very important and frustful aspect of contemporary American
nfe. 1tis a recognition of the contributions made by impuigrants
to American society, buteven more important, it reflects the -
present role of ethnic’ cultures in creating a sense af com-
munity 1n neighborhoods and an increasing awareness of
cultural values jn American society atlarge Ifitus concluding
remarks. the Mayor stated:* . .
| am proud to be associated with the Hunganan and italan
immigrant traditions | believe that immigrants made out
standing contriputions to Amertcan economic. professional
®:nd cuitural hfé\‘lt 's oné of the strengths of this country that

\

Ny, we value tirese contributions and encourage the preservation

of ethnic cultures | wili continue tp support the remarkably
“diversified ethnic traditions of Pittsburgh in whatever way |

can | commend-this project as a contnbution to a better

understanding of the Hunganan hentage in Pittsburgh’

¢
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The purpose of these ‘bibliggraphical references is to assist
the teacher, student and general reader in locating the most
significant source matenals relating to the topics covered in
thiscurncutum kit, Therefore, only the most important sources
readily accessible in Pittsburgh are listed. The references are
groupedby chapters of this narrative. Further source matenals
can be found in Educational Curriculum Kits 8 and 9 of this
fseries. . ’

a. Background of Emigrants

Severalexcellent studies relatingto the statistical. economic,

I social geographic and ethnographic background of Hun-

' 9anan emigration have been published Some are available

 only in Hunganan The most significant are |

I Paul Bddy. "Hunganan Emigration, 1880-1970" in N F
Dreiszigler (ed.) struggle and H - [ne Hungariag-Ca-
aachan £ «0nence (Toronto, 1981) \

John Kosa. A Century of Hungarian Emigration, 1850-1950,"
The American Slavic and £ ast Furopean Review (Degem-
ber 1957)..xVI, 501:514_ .

Julianna Puskds, £migration from Hungary to the Umited
States hofors 1014 (Budapest, 1975) Available from the
project staff ..

Istvan Racz, A Paraszti migracio 6s politikai megitél€se Mag-
yarorszagon, 1849-1914 (Budapest; Akadémiar Kiado, 1980)
(Peasant migration and its political jidgement in Hungary,
1849-1914). Availablg from the project staff,

Gustav Thirring, “Hunganan Migration of Modern Times,”
nternational Migrations ed. Waltgr F Willcox (New York,
1931, 1. 411-439 :

The studies by Puskds and Thirring summarize the statisti-
cal background Racz provides the most detailled analysis of
the pre-1914 emigration Pusk&s ang'B3dy analyze both the
quantitative and quashet:gme elements All studies suggest
further studies for resedrch .
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b. Early Hungarian*lfamigrants in Pittsburgh

Information for this topic has to be assembled from’a great
variety of records and sources, not easily accessible The
most informative sources include: /

_ Kélmdn Kaldor, ed. Magyar Amerika Irdsban €s Képben (Hun-
ganan America Written and lllustrated) (St. LLouis, 1937) In
Hunganan. Excellent background on the early history of
Hungarian-Americans. Available in the Carnegie Library,
Pittsburgh.’ :

K&lman Kovacs, ed. Magyar ZaszIé 1899-1927. One of the
most valuable primary sources, it is a Catholic weekly
edited by the founder of the Roman Catholic parish of St
Stephen, MeKeesport. Volumes for 1900, 191 3-1927 avail-
able from the project staff, volumes for 1903-1909 avail-
able from St. Stephen’s Parish. In Hungarian.

Sarah Landesman, “The Early History of the McKeesport
Jewish Community,” Typescript. 1954. Archives of Indus-
trnal Society, University of Pittsburgh Libraries N

Andrew A Marchbin. “Hungarnian Activities in Western Penr®
sylvania,” The Western Pennsylvamia Historical Magazine
(1940) XXXII, 163-174, ‘

-Szabadsag. Hungarians in America (Cleveland, Ohid, 1940).
Available from project staff. g

Sandor Toth, ed. Jubileumi Emidkkinyw (Memorial” Album)
{Pittsburgh, 1940). Excellentinformation onthe Hungarian
Reformed Churches in Pittsburgh Available from projec(
staff.

_c.. Hungarian Immigrant Life, 1900-1940  °

The most informative sources are the annwersary publica-
tions and other records of Hungarian church congregations,
societies, and.or nizations, and the HungaFian-Language
press. The anniversary and other records are histed in Educa-
tional’ Curnculum Kit 8. The Hungarian-language press in-
cludes Magyar Z&szI6(1899-1927), Pittsburghi Hiragd11907-
1915), Magyar Hiradd (1915-1925). and Magyarsag (1925

. present) ’
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, ¢ d. Post-War Hunganan Immgrants. 1950-1980 -

N .
The most important records are the papers of organizations,
church congregations. the Hunganan—language press. and
personal collections Also important are oral recollections by
hdividual ,persons This chapter utilized the latfer source
extensively Future studies shéuld record on tape carefully
prepared oral history recollections ‘
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HUNGARIAN ETHNIC HERITAGE STUDY OF PITTSBURGH

N -

~ The Hungarian Ethnic Heritage Study of Pittsburgh has
published ten curriculum Kits that“present aspects of the
Hunganan ethnic heritage in Greater Pittsburgh. Following
are the curniculum kits that have been published:

N e
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Children's Hunganan Feritage

Hungarian Imm:grants in Greater Piyfsburgh, 1880~
1980 .

Guide to Historic Hungarian Places in GreaterPittsburgh

. Hungarnian Community Life in Gtegter Pittsburgh

Hungarian Folk Traditions Revisited

Hungarian Folk Arts and Crafts- e »
Sﬂrvey of H.ungary: Past and Present,

Hungarnan Historical Sources and Cdllections in Greater

-Pittsburgh

Bibliographical Guide to Hungarian-American Sources -
3} .
Teaching Guide for Hungarian Curnculum Kits
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~

For information concerning the,Hunéanan Ethnic Heritage
Study of Pitisburgh, please contact: -~ - -

3

Dr. Paul Body Dr. Ruth Biro
5860 Douglas Street - 5600 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 Pittsburgh, PA 15217
© Tal (412) 422:8370 ¢ Tel: {412) 421-8384
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