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Annual Report of the Director - = )

A

Presented 4t the Annual*Mgeting of the Coungil on i’hursdﬂy. 1&and F':riduy. 11
4 . v R

_  September 1981

This report covers the period 1 July 1980 10 30<June 1981°

INTRODUCTION .= . =~ 1 .

; — T
Fifty Years of Résearch and De\;elopmenf
During the opening moths of the period under review, the Australian

Council for Educational Research marked its fgundation, 50 years -

earhier, 1n thre® distinct ways Following the successful Invitational
Seryfar on the Impsovement of Measurement in Education and
Psychology th Mgy 1980, an Invitational Conference on Societal Change
and 1ts Impact on Education was_held on TFhursday, 27 and Friday, 28
August4980 in the Council Chamber of the University of Melbourne A
detailed account of the Conference is presented later in this report and
the proceedings of the Conference were edited by the President of
Council, Ementus Professor P.H. Karmel, with the assistance of Mr PA
McKenzie, the member of staff who undertook the detailed planning and
administration.of the Confetence The title of the published volume is
Educangu, Change and Socrety dnid it is hoped that the papers preparéd for
the Conference will have a substaritial impact on thinking in this country

about the problems of youth and the issues associated with the provision -

of appropriate educational programs in secondary sc ols and in colleges
of techmcal and further education The papers which have been included,

% in the report of the Conference will -influence educational thought in

Australia only if there is further.opportunity to debate and discuss the
issues raised The State Institutes of Educational Research have already
given some consideration to these issues¥and their reflections have been
recorded in the.puplished volume. We beliéve that further work could be
.undertaken by th& State Institutes to develgp the ideas presented and to
disseminate their views to a wider audiencethan those who were able to
attend the Invitational Conference. * ,
In-the late afternoon of Thursday., 16 October 1980, a gathering of
Counail, former staff, friends, and:current staff was held at Radford
“House to celebrate informally the establishment of the ACER in 1930
At this gathering, Emeritus Professor W.F. Connell passed to Professor
Karmel a copy of the history of the ACER, The Austrahan Council for
Educational Research 1930-80. Professor Connetl wrote the book with
the assistance of Mr C.J. Cook, the member of staff who sorted and
sifted the archival records of the Council, a necessary siep In the
preparation of the history.”A photograph of this evept was included in
the Fiftieth Annual Report. The Council is grateful to Professor Connel}
for the work that he did in preparing a detailed and lively account of the
activities of the AGER 1n its first 50 years. Oné reviewer of the history

has notéd the absence of a person on the staff of the ACER, during much
' 3
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«of this period, who had training in philosophy and who could question
and debate with members ofs\l.aﬂ'lrc many assimplions that lie beneath
¢ educatignal practice in this country and the research activities of the
' ‘Coun&il The need for such aperson must be acknowledged but 1t
requires o member of swff wholcould not only discuss phildsophical
rguestions cﬁegll\e_l,\ with colleaguds, but who could also maintain a high

level of productivity in ACER projests Asgn altermative to muking such

. 4n appointment 4t ¢ time when tin.mv\ml LQpstraints restrict the range of
activjties in which the Counal Cun engage. 1t would seem of some profit
1o promote and foster the publiciuon of writings. by persons outside the
ACER. which could at least serve \u’ analyse and discuss the
philosophical 1ssues associated with gducational policy and practice in
this country A’ first volume “In such a sexies. Lducation for Ratonal
Understanding by Professor Brian Crittenden of La Trobe University, wall

be published by the ACER It would seem desirable that a service to
Austrahian education should be maintamed by the preparatign and
publication of un occasional series directed lowal‘?s the consideration ‘of

- such issues in a scholarly manner. %
For €0 years the Australian Council for Educd{lonul Research has  °
‘ undertaken an active progrum ogcreduon, diffusion, und utihization of -
* knowledge ubout educational malters<n Australia. Its publications cover

a wide range of subjects and are not limited to problen‘sao_f educational
and psychglogicul measurement or to scientific and qudnutative research
<studies. although 1ts eoncern for a sound factual basis for debate and
discusston has' frequently led 1t tg contrnibute through publications that
have beenderidved from such research The autongmy und independence
of its Council leads, wé believe, to the Undertaking of a program of
research that_hdas 4 balunced perspective and 15 nat exclusively directed
towdrds some ssues to the neglect of others of equal impartance for
Australian education Furthermore, over the 50 years of its existence,
. the ACER has been able 1o acquire step by step 1ts own buildings, which
Rave not been obtained as a result of grants from governmental SOUrLes
. buthave come from occasional good yedrs in its trading operations This
ownership of property and the sctompdanying trading activities provide
« the ACER Counul with a freedom and latitude to pursue ¢ program Qf
research and development that it ‘believes is in the besi interests of
- Australian educalion without being beholden/\ﬁ a sole provider of\
financial support Nevertheless the ACER dpes receive a Core Grant, to, \
which eight governments now contribute. Without this, it could not carry -
on its present level of activities 4nd it must, in general, be willing to » \
undertake dappropriatg research and development activities that are
formaily requested by thdse governments and their ministers. &

Growth duri/ng the Past Decade
Following the conference condened by the Australian Counuil for
’ . Educational Research in May 1967 on ~‘Research into Education.
_Improving its Value to the Pracuce of Education’, the then President and
Director of the ACER were instrumental in pursuing avenues that would

J
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promote the development of educational research in Australia Among
the initiatives proposed of the conference were the establishment of a

- centrdl clearing house for information on research done in Australia, an
increase in the number of workers engaged in rescarch in education, an
increase in opportunities available for training in educational research,
and the estab¥shmentiof new Research and. Developmént Centres or
Insututes for'Educational Research in each of the States. The members’
of the conference also sought an increase in the funds made availabte for

\fostermg collaborative .and co-operative research, for the analysis of
areas requiring research, ang for ahe calling of confexences on special
problems, as well as substantially greater funds for general research and
development programs -

Oyer the decade from 1970 onwards, a quiet revolution has taken
place in- educational research in this country largely through the
establishment of the Australian Adwsory Committee Tor Research and
Development 1n Education that wds re-fosmed into the Education
Research and Development Commuttee in 1975 This body was set.up to
administer funds provided by the Commonwealth Government, in the
main for the purposes outlined above. As a consequencé, there has been
a4 substantial upsurge in activity accompanied by the formation of an
Australian®Association for Research in Education which is a vigorous

body with a membership of over 400 and ‘the cdpability to hold each*

November a conference of professional educational researchers that
regularly attracts 250 to 300 persons. The increase in the amount of
research nto education has also been reflected in the formationof other
educational research groups' such as ASERA (Australian Science
_ Education Research Association), MERGA (Mathematics Education
Research Group of “Australia), and HERDSA (ngher Education
Research and Revelopment SOCIety of Australia) as well as in the recent
revival of the State Institutes of Educational Research in South Australia
and Tasmania, the establishment of a new Institite of Educational
Research in the Northern Territory, and possibly the-formation of a
similar body in the Australian Capital Territory. In addition, the
Australian Assocation for Research in Education has published the’
Educational Researcher, the State Institutes have increased the number
and quanuty of their publications;- and new educational journals have
bqen sel up to assist with reporting and disseminating research carried
out in Australia
Another institution that was established in the decade from 1970 to
1980 was the Curriculum Development Centre. The report on the
establishment of the CDC which was published in 1980 has indicated
that, in the 1960s, of alf institutions conceraed with curriculum in
schools the most significant was the ACER which, through sponsorship
of the formation, development, and subsequent expansion of the Junior
Secondary Science Project to become the Australian Seience Education
Project, provided a4 model for co-operative curriculum development in
Australia. Over the seven years of its existence, the CDC has sought to
promote debate—amd discussion on curriculum issues and to provide the
1
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means by which the States vould collaborate in the development of
curriculum matenals

A Changing Scene for Educational Research P

The Muinisterral Statement on the Review ‘of Commonwealth Functions
which was issued on 30 April 198] has changed the scene [t research
and curnculum development in thq,ﬁeld of education in Australia The
,presenl indications are that the Education Research and Development
Commuttee yall be terminated {rom the end of 1981 and the activities it
haé supported' will be phased out In sddition, it 1s probable that the
Currictum Development Centre will be abolished after a brief period
necessary for the winding down of its operations Furthermore, some of
the information collection 4nd provision 8f statstics on education by the
Commonyealth Schools Comnussion which were beginning to serve 4
-valuable purpose will be scaled down significantly.

The ACER denves a httle more than 40 per cent of the funds for s
research and development programs throuz,h the, Core Grant that it
receives from the Commonwealth and “State Governments The
remainder of its expendllure on ‘these activities is derived from research
conjrdcts, the provision of psychological and educational testing services,
and the trading of the ACER’s own publications and the publications for
*which the ACER is the agent [t must be recognized that the termination
of the Educatien Rgsearch and Development Committee and the
abolition of the €urriculuth Development Centre wilk reduce the sources
.%f support to which the ACER formerly had access for the obtaining of
research grants. However, there s a more important consequence of the
tefhninstion of direct Commonfwealth involvement in research and
dévelopment m education. Since the ACER is the only national
independent educationat research and“- development organization
remajmng in Australia, it will. once again need 1o .accept greater

_Tesponsibility in a field that hasover the past decade become accustomed

1o recenving increased service, unless new instrumentalities arise within
the States There 1s some indication that such bodies will be formed to
serve specific functions. For example, a TAFE Na#onal Centre for
Research, and Development is being set up in South Australid, which will
be supported by the' Australian Education Council, the Commonwgalth
has established both an Institute of Mulucultural Affairs and an Institute
of delly Studies in Melbourne, and the Western  Australian
Government, in a joint venture with the University "of Western

— Australia, has set up 4 National Centre for Research on Rural Education

in.Pexth. It 1s important that such centres for resgarch und development
activities in  education should be established around Australia
Nevertheless, ‘it is also important to recognize that a4 significant impact
on educational thought.and practice comes not from 4 short-term
~.program of activity but rather from a sustained but lively program whuh
1s maintained overa longer penod. 1

At the sume time as mew bodies are being formed to undertake
research and dey elogment programs in educational areas, the bodies that

Y
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down their activitics and in sume cases to ternunate therr invelvemefr in .
research and development As universities and colleges of\advanced
education have found therr fundihg-severely restricied, they have -
commonly been fureed t teduce their commuiment to this work and in
some indlances tw’tlose therr educational research units As.the Stage
*Departments have experienced nslﬁg costs and reduced budgets, they | '
have successively decreased therr engagement m ‘research and °
development activitics The ACER, too, has had to rédude significantly
: Its resedrch program over the past wo years Whereas at the end of 1979
we had 50 professional staff employed orseconded to work at the ACE,R.
at the end of 1981 we will Aave only 40 professional staff working in our
offices [This reduction of 20ar cefit in our studf engaged in research and
development will mevitably reduce’the volume of work that we are able
to undegtake. ¢, - . . ’

The challénge to the Australian Council for Educational Researchisto +
. take auounk‘of these thanging arcumstances and to contirrue as s

Council thinks fit, within the limrts of resources available, to serve best

the eeds of Australian education .

\ L]
o Pve tradionally engaged 1o wurk 1n this field are being fofﬁizd to scale -

El{fc 11 ‘
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N 1NV]TAT[ONAL (,ONFERENCEON SOCIETAL CHANGE -
tos AND ITS IMPACT ON EDUCATlON S
N TN . .
) A myjor mn.ldllondl‘ donference on the relationship between souetal
.. change und education, held on Thursday @md Friday., 29 August 1980

g at the University of Melbourne, was plggned to hdlp mdrk the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the ACLI&'
. The 95 conference par{ictpants represented 4 broad cross-section of
Australian educators, employers, trade unionists, and media personael
The participants came from every Australian State and Tefritory as well
as’New Zealand In addition, four distinguished overseas scholars,
. . Professor A H Halsey, Professor Torsten Husén, Dr Henry Levia, and  ~
Dr Ernest Boyer attended and presented major papers

. - Purpose of the Conference ' T

The conference was designed to focus attention on the interaction

between economig, demogmphu political, and societal change and the

education systerg In common with much of the rest of the world,
- Australia 15 expeniencing & penod of rapid change Technological
develupments, demographic shifts, modified. bOlel relmonshms.\ and an
uncertain ecunomic future are some of the Lomponenls oflhls change In
. -any ggriod, th traditiona! roles of mayor social msmuuons some Into
- Lquestion, and/edueatian 1s net immune from such- 4 re- -éxarfunation *

. ** Thé process of examining the ‘interactioh between education and

R " chitnge 1n the wider sodiety can be vigwed )s LOYYﬂ)f:SlnL four interrelqted .
stages a consideration of the tradgiomnaltole of edugdllon In sociely, an
identificaion of the types of [changes which society s likely to” é
’ experience, an examination of the likely impact of sOcial change upon
&+ . education, and 4 reconsideration|of the appropriate form and function of
. . » education 1n a changing society *\ . \.:6]> .

IN It was hoped that, lfl the Lonfereme Jould en trage lhc rigoreds ‘e
analysis of each of these stage$, the task of preparing Australian -
education for the coming decades wouldbe facilitated In this analysis, .t |

. was considered important that ifiternational experience and perspectives |
be brought to*bear on the issues ql concern, ¥ . : “
|

. ' . 3
T~ Organizatién of the Conférgrice / ’ v ~
C Because of The broad nature of the issues to be exdsyned. it was
considered essential that" the areas of debate be identified wen‘mddmme
- of the two days of the confcrence ltself To achieve *this objecuve‘
background papers were Lon\mxmoned from four praminent Australian ]
scholars. These papers were desn,n’cd to nllummdle the four 5[;!{,03 of !
* . inquiry outlined ve. | '
. Professor an Cuttenden, Professor of Edu dlIOn at’La Trobe
Um\ersny‘ prepared 4 paper entitled ‘Theotetical’ ASsumptions in lhc
v . Recent Develgpment of Australian Education’. This paper, w):uh was * 1‘
"oag - N ) . . 4
¢ e . ) . " |
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.written from 4 historical and philosophical perspective, discussed
changes in the main objectives and assumptions of education in
Australa since about 1950 and cncially assessed the ones that are most
useful in current practice. \ ’ N

Two of the papers outlined and analysed various changes in Awustralia
in the recent past and attempted to predict the llkely course and rate of
change over the next few decades Professor Don Attkin, Professoy of
Political Sctence at the Australian National Uni"versuy.*examined the
pohitical, and sociological dimensions of change in a paper entitled
‘Australian Society in Change. A Sociological and Political Perspective’
Professor Sir Bruce.Williams, Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Sydney, in his paper ‘Australian Society in Change: An Economic and
Demographic Perspective’ outlined the economic and demographic
factors which influence the proportion of the nation’s resqurces which is
allocated t education secigsand considered a number of likely
changes in the relative strength dkthiese fictors. = &

The fourth paper, ‘Changing Edugajional Emphases for the 1980s’,
attempted to draw together the issues’ raised by the other three
background papers. MrsJean Blackburn, a former full-time member of
the Schools Commission, considered the impatt of societal change upon
the functions of Australian education and discussed some of the
modifications gf the form and content of education which may be
pecessary as a result of these changes. “

To promote discussion and debate, the four papers were circulated to
conference participants several months before the conference, and gix
individuals representing a wide range of interests were invited to pre‘ﬁre
statements of reactisn which were also circulated. The reaclants were:
Mr R.G. Fry, Director, Metal Trades Industry Assogiation of Australia;
Dr D.A. Jecks, Principal, Churchlands College; Mrs JE. Kirner,
Executive Officer, Victorian Federation of State Schools Parents Clubs;
Mr P.W. Matthews, Director of Studies, Trade Union Training
Authority; Dr B.W. Scott, Managing Director, w.D. Scott and

Company, Sydney, and Mr J.R. Steinle, Diregtor-G@eral of Educagjon, -

South-Australia. .

As a further stimulus to debate, the State Institutés of Educational
Research established working parties to €xamine 1Ssues raised by the
background papers and reactant statements. Their reports werg made
available to participants at the time of the conference. R

The pre-conference activities were designed to enable participants fo
bring with them a commgn sel of data on various aspects of change in

Australian society and a common understandinZof the issues involved .

in considering the implications of change for Australjan education At
the conference—istsflf, these issues were placed in an international
perspective throligh the papers presented by the four overseas authors

The implications of societal change for two important, aspects of
educational endeavour—educational research and the design of
curricula —were discussed by Dr*John Keeves and Dr Malcolm Skilbeck
respectively. Emeritus Professor-,.Petgr Karmel, who chaired the

L] - ()
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proceedings, dfosed the conference with &n overview of the issues raised
by the pre-conference activities and at-thexpnference itself. A summary «

- of each of the papers presented at the confetence is given, below.

G .

' Papey 1 Social Influences on Education: The Brniush Case ¢
. Author Professor AH Halsey (DurectSr of the Department of Social
o and Administrative Studies, Oxford University, Epgland‘) )

In a wide-ranging paper, Halsey was concerned with exploring two broad

related themes—the dependence of changes in the education system

upon soctal changes characterized by {n¢reasing cbmplexny in the

dwlslon~of labour, and the impact of the expansion of educational

opportunfty upon soctal_equality He developed the first theme by ,

arguing that there s an4evoluuonary trend towards an mcreasmg

complexity in the division of fabour and that this trend shows no sign of S

abating He illustraled the impact of prevision which has etolved-in

. Europe since the Middle Ages in response to changmg economic

conditions over the penod. -

. At the present time, three economic develepments have parmular
relevance for the education system. First, it is incggasingly probabie thag,

- in the fulure all who wish to dbtain, full-time employmegt will not be -

able to do so' the relation .betweeh work, education, and leisure as.

) understood historitally js open tq fundamental change. Under such

% conditions the challenge for the education system 1s d *“democratize

. wleness’, the provision of recurrent or continuing educition , one carly
response to these conditions Secondly, there is eviderfee of*he growth !

relative size of the informal economy, that is, those economic

\ activities whose outcomes for a number of reasons are ndt reflected 1n

' . ‘lhe official national accounts of the economy. Combl%d with general

« pessimism about the value of increased expendnure ot education, the

development of the informal economy at the expense of the formal

economy (out of whose transactions the funds for education are

distributed) means that the relative proportion of society’s resources

- ‘going to the education system may decline. The third ecenomic

development is the lowering of the price of capital goods relative to

.o labour This development may have considerable effect upon the types of

pedagogical techniques employed by schools.

Halsey's second theme on the relation between the expansion of
educational opportunity und social equality g¢ommenced with an outhne -
of the historical factors which originally gave rise to the notion that
expansion of educational opportunity would lead to greater social
equality Resecarch 1n the United States over the past decade has cast
doubt on the ability of educational expans:on to promote social equality.

On the basis of an extensrve research study with which he had been
mvolved in Britain, Halsey essentially confirmed this pessimism.
Results, while disappointing to educators, are not wholly surprising since

)

-

M the opportunities for educational participation are unequally distributed
» among social classes in the first place. He argued that it is useful to view
: % - .
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educauoﬁ as a ‘posttional’ good, under this formulation competition for
jobs 1s determined by one’s position in the education queue rather than
one’s.absolute level of educational attainment Accordingly, because of
the inequahty of access to educational opportunities, social equality isan
ever-receding larget. ' L

Despite these reservations, Halsey conctuded his pdper &n a more
Opl/ImlSllC note. One cannot be pessimistic about the prospects for social
equality i .a future in which the anif:n of labour is likely*to be
fundamentally reconstricted Under suc conditions, the appropriate
task for educators as for the rest of society is to decide upon the future
that 15 desirad and to devise strategies and policies that will fagihtate the
tranisition from tire present o that future. |« . &

- - ° [ -
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Paper 2 The I:‘pture of:Institutionalized Schoolin_g o

Author  Professor Torsten Husén (Director, Institut® dflntegnplional .

Education, University ofSto_ckholm, Swedén)

Husén commenced_by examining the changed auspiges under which the
education system is now operating. The sixties, characterized by rapid
economic growth, rapidly expanding enrolments&qnd_ a belief that
education could promote social equality and harmony, were the golden
years of education. Since about 1970, the conditions under which
education operates have changed considerably Economic growth has
slowed markedly, enrolments have declined in a number of sectors, and
misgivings have develdped about the, value of education These factors
‘have culminated in the “nstitutiomal malaise’, which is affecting
secondary schools 1n pariicular, and have led to,the school coming under
crilisjﬁ from rost points of the political spectrum. .

Husén argued that a major factor contributing to the difficulties of the
education system is the role that the school is expected to play in sifting
and sorting students for employment This fagor has adversely affected
the ciimate of schools' students compete for the external rewards of
marks because of the influence of schodl success upon subsequent
entrance lo tertjary education and employment. Even students who are
greatly dissatisfied with schiool often remain in the system because of the
links they perceive between education and job success. However,
because of the slow-down in economic activity and the greater numbers
of those with high levels-of education, these expectations are not always
reahized and this has the éffect of further intensifying competition at the
school level. A largely vocational system easily tends to corrupt genuine
educational values, the overall task for education is not simply to prepare
pedple for employment, but to provide them with the competency they
need in order to become well-rounded, reasonably satisfied, and
participating citizens in a democratic society, a society which should
provide its citizens with options not least in the “field of work.

To reshape'the school for the future, a majorprecondition would be 1o
try to dissolve the cogngction between the educational and employment
systems, wheréby the former is the sorting mechanism for the latter

.
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Polscies which encouraged less emphasis on formal education n
assessing employment qualifications would assist 1o weaken the nexus
between education and employment . .

Concerntng the school itselfl Husén argued that. for the school to be
reshaped into a better and more humane institution for achieving
genuinely educational godls. 1L is necessary tu give conSideration tu what
charactenizes the educative process At the core of this process 1s the
sinteraction between the teacher and the student whereby, through stable
persondl and emotional relationships. the teacher can provide the
student with adequate and meaningful learning opportunities In this
context. Husén contended that reconsideration be given to the
appropriate size of school units. since {t 1s probable that in smaller,
schools & more responsible and swnteractive role can be developed for
students. The main task of institutiondal arrangements 1S to establish 4
system whereb§ every student has o teacher to whom'he can particularly
relate. 4nd such arrangements are not likely to be present in large highly
fragmented schools L a . s .

_Finally Husén considezed the appropriate role of educational research
i the future Greater research efforts need to be devoted to idenufying
the factors contributing to the ‘institutional malaise’ from which the
secondary school n particular is sufferthg Futurological studies
pertaining to reshaping the school so as to make 1t better able to,meet the
needs qf the post-industrial society have. to be undertaken. '

. - )

’

Paper 3 Youth Unemployment and Education
Author Dr HM Levin (Institute for Research on Educational
Finance and Government, Stanford University. USA)

-

Levin compared youth and adult unemployment rates in the United
States and Austrajia over the past two decades While the United States
has had a persistent youth unemployment problem, high levels of youth
unemployment have only become apparent in Australia since about
1974. and the sharp rise in youth unemployment since that time has
coingided with 4 rapid growth in the level of aggregate unemplayment.
This factor needed to be borne in mind when considering the various
explanations advanced for yotth unemployment in Australia.
Alternative theories about youth unemployment were now being
debated because youth unemployment had become 4 matter of major
public concern. Levin idesufied threg "dimensions of this concern,
namely the problems  associated with, the potentially anti-social
behaviour of an unemployed youth culture. the debilitating long-run*
effects on individdals of sustained periods of unemployment durifig

adplescence. and the fact that the general problem of yolUth™ .

unemployment Seems to be persisting

Four major explanations of high levels,of y6uth unemployment were
outlined—the denregraphic. the minimum wage. the shortage of skills.
and the aggregdté economic conditions theories. While some evidence

N
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i wuld li.' ubtained *to sup,pujrl gach t.xplandllon ihe slrongesl evidence
- supportéd- the argument that. in Australia 4t least, the dowsturn tn
ewonamic 4ctivity since the mid-sevenlies was the major contributing
~ ,  factor to high levels of )oulh uneniployment In depressed labour .
markets. it 1y young people. “and n particular those young people from
disadvantaged regions and/or disadvan®ged home backgrounds, who
” are the most rapidly dﬁ'egted by dd\ersx, thanges in the aggregate
3 economy
Before examining polmes—whiuh mdy help to overcome some of the .
prublems of youth unemploy ment, Levin emphasized that it 1s important
tw distinguish between policies which may help particular individuals to
gain employ ment and policies which hift dggregate entployment. Without
an increase (n overall employment. the gaining of employment by a
particular (ndividual or group of individuals may simply be at the
- expense uf the employment of pthers While such policies may share the
available empluyment more fairly, this 1s not necessarily guaranteed and
. awordirigly the displacement effects of such policies need to be carefully ’
considered .

Levin was pessimistiv about the Lurrenl efficacy of conventional
monetary. fiswal. afid external sector pollcles n ransm;, aggregate
employment without raising inflation levels Rather altenition should be
directed at more specific job creation programs In particular, 5mall scale
enteyprises have a better chance of prowiding’ employment opportunities,
fostelintg o satisfactory work environment, and fulfiling social needs
thaw &o Jarge enterprises le dlustrated this argyment by réference to
the reljtne economic success of small farms. small businesses, andh
youth producer vo- -operatives 1n satisfying formerly unfilled social
demands Accordingly government policy should be-redirected towards

‘ facilitating the capacity of small enterprises to raise capital, and the funds
that would otherwise be used ds redundancy payments for displaced
workers cguld be one source of such capital* ,

Levirr concluded his paper with the observation that. since the
contention that the educatioh sector was responsible for youth
unemployment was not welt suppogted by the available evidence, the
edpeation sector should not make promisgs to undertake reforms to
solve the problem of youth unemployment Such’policies should only be

undertaken if they are worthwhile in themselves. - ‘e
' > S .

Paper 4 Education for a Complete Life .

Author Dr FL Boyer (President. Carnegie Foundation for the .

Advancement of Teaching. Washington, USA)
In approaching this broad topic, Boyer argued that .consideration’ of the
. ype of education necessary for “a complete Lfe necessitates an R
.examination of the values and objectives of education The goals held for
educdation dat any one time nextricably reflect contemporary thought
about the purposes of life itself Therefore. in order to determine the role

8 . 13
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of cducation in (dt.lll(dllnb & complete hife, one should attempt to ldennfy

values and 1ssucs which dre likely to be consolidated or emerge over the
next few decades and which will influence perceptions of the 'negds of
indiyidudals  Dr Boyer idenufied four muajor groups of likely
developments

First, because ot rising expectations, the demand for education will
wntinue to eswalate despite current pesstmism about “the value of
ducation Much of this pessinism wds ll-founded and there was a grea(
deal of evidence to support the view that expansion .of educationul

ppurtunities had faulitated socral mobility and encouraged moves
towdards greater equality Boyer warned against confusing equality of
aweess with unifofmity of educdational program Education for 4 complete
e will require not unly a great expansion of educational opportunity but
also o greater diversity of educational provision m order to meet the
varied needs of individuals

The second majoy trend concerned the changing hfe styles of
indiy1duals and the concomitant changes in their educationdl needs In
this regard, he uted.evidence demonstrating a decline in working hours,
lowering of the retirement age, the growth in part-time enrolments. and
the greater flcxlfnhr) with which people now sequenced their education,
work. and leisure These Jevelopnients indicate that education for a
complete Life requires the provision of educational opportunities over the
womplete hfe-cycle of the individual Acceptance of the view that
education 15 « hifetime process has strong implications for the nature of
pre-adult education

Thirdly, Boyer descnibed the growth of technology and, in parmuldr
cwmmunications technology, and discussed sgme of the implications of
this growth for the educative process Language is the centrepiece of

" educatiun and of hife itself, and our understunding of the way MESSages
L;r: sent and recerved will, in the future, deternune our uivilization and
rhaps survival Technology greatly opens up the opp drtunity for
learning vutside the classroom, and this non;tradiional edyiation must
bé more clusely integrated with the traditional educative pfocess before
education for a complete life can be achicved.

The findl group ¢f developments concerned the substance of, the
educative provess He predicted that the definition 8f the core curriculum
will change 0 that the curriculum will mo»e"bn.yund the traditional
academid subjects dnd will try to achieve a central integrating purpose for
aducdtion Such o central integraung purpose would be 16 help all
students Lo see themselves in relation to other people, other times, and
other places Although we live 1n a world i which all sections are
mextricably linked to each other, current curricula do not always reveal
those connections While people are non-uniform, they do have a
wommon heritage, ¢ common contentpordary agenda, and 4 common
tuture ver conduded that education for 4 complete life requires a
curricufim-which 1s structured 1o allow the *study of the common need
for langydge. our common heritage. common socil institutions,
commoguctivities, and common prospeus for the future

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Paper 5 The Implications of Societal Change for Educational Research
Author Dr J.P Keeves (Director. Australian Council for’Educational
Research) . <t

Keeves reviewed des elopments in educational research in Ausprahia and
overseas 1 Australia. the consolidation of the ACER as an independent
educational research organizqtion, the establishment of the Education
Research and Development Committee. and the dcvelopment of a
_VIZOrous association of research workers have assisted the greater co-
ordination of educational research effort "and have facilitated dn
impressive accumulation of sigmificant educational research findings
However, much of the educational research effort is in urgent need of
consohidation mto a coherent body of knowledge. The recent
development of new techniques ‘to review and consolidate research
findings offers promise in this regard but more needs to be done to

gchieve coherence. .

There are three major forces which will influence the direction of
_research in education First, new paradigms for educational research will
evolve from the cross-fertilization of the wide range of social and
behavioural sciences engaged in the educational research endeavour
Keeves drew attention to the danger that research workers from different
disciphines may become isolated from the mainstream of educational
thinking by preferring to work within their own disciplinary setting The
Second major factor 1s the emergence of critical issues which demand the
efforts of researchers. .As an illustration of this, the immediate concern
of youth unemploymenl) 1s 'part of a wider problem of the transition of
youth from dependence 1o a constructive role in adult:society This issue
involves\: major problem lying within the field of educational research

= Finally the development of high-speed computational facilities over the

past decade has enabled the employment of sophisticated statistical and
analytical technigues in research. Such developments have shifted the
thrust ofs educational research towards the study of multivariate
relgtionships However, the advangement of knowledge requires more
than the availability of sophisticated computational facilities and
analytical techniques. in the long term, it will be the development of
explicit and well argued theory for examination with empirical data that
will lead to advances. ‘

On the basis of the major problems facing Australian society as
identified by the conference background  papers and from an
examination of the areas where gains are likely te be made because of the
interplay of the three factors discussed above, Keeves presented for
debate a sequence of areas in which he believed educational research
shoutd be actively pursued in the future: )

1 the development of an effective scale for the measurement and

-comparison of student performance; .
2 the development of a coherent understanding of the factors which

influence school learning. '

3 the development of procedures for the mapping of the school
curriculum.

Voo I 4 13
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.Skilbeck noted that the concept of curriculum has broadened over ume4

4 studles of the ust-effectiveness ofdlfferent educationdl programs and
s seTvices., .,

5 studies in the transttion from school to a constructive adult life
including the interplay of {eisure, work, and education n mdmdudl
,develepment,

6 'the educational environment of the home. >

.7 the thought processes of children. ’
Keeves conclyded that,"without an understanding of the problems

which exist in these areas and without evidence arising from research,

there 1s little available upon which to base future programs and policies

Paper 6 The Implications of SOCleldl Change for the Curriculum
Author Dr M Skilbeck (Director, Curriculum Development Centre,
Austraha)

4 1

from syllabus to experience. Accordingly curriculum change is 4 broader
process than the changing of books and instructional materials it is a
form of social change both within the school and in terms of its impact on
sociely In this context, Dr Skilbeck argued that the utle of the
conference seemed to imply 4 one-way flow between societal change and
education and that the possibility of social charge in response o
educational thange also needs to be considered

Skilbeck idenufied a number of changes in Australian society which
are likely to interact with the cugriculum These included the increasingly
multicultural nature of society, a growing demand for community
purticipation M1 decision making, technological change, shifts in the jOb
market, thesgeo-political position of Australia, and the moves away from
absolutism and towards pluralism in knowledge and values.

The secondary school has become 4 mass universal institution and as
such the current culture of the secondary school, which is in general a
diluted version of an academic culture, 1s no longer appropriate, it 1s by
addressing the question of the stcondary school curriculum that it s
possible to get lo the heart of The societal change and curriculdm 1ssue.
The curriculum should be viewed as a social-cultural-map. Under this
view, the school curriculum is a means of sustaining, modifying, and
recreating the world to which it addresses itself in both « personal and a
social sense In addition, the curriculum gan be viewed as providing
some of the tools, skills, and values whlch enable students to engage
dcnvely in the social world.

“Some of the elements 1n the curriculum map would be:
| the development of personal, group, national, apd ,international

identity:

2 an acknowledgment of.the reality of change; o
3 an acknowledgment of the openness of truth, values, and behefs
4 the means by which dividuals can manage, guide, and dxrect the

social order, .

5 knowledge of the oppertunities for growth in work, leisure, and

relationships. - .

-
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The convéntional model of cutriculum change 1s that it s viewed as a
] product of broad educational policy decisions which have been detived
. from broad dgcial policy which, in turn, has been derived Trom broad
polutucaIAprocesses. Under this model. the curriculum is a reflecion of
s social réality, 4 product from the past, aid the curriculum designeT is
«  cessentially a social leuhmc'x‘dn:.;",fhi§ model was condemned to failure by
soudl lag amd=Skilbeck contrasted this model of curriculum design with
the view of curriculum. as a social-cultural mapping in which the
curriculum designer interacts with other groups and individuals The .
. mapping process requires. (a) gocial knowledge and understanding, )]
constructs and theories about the social-cultural world, (c) an analysis of *
alternative futures. . .
If the map-making approach is to Have effect, it is necessary to think of
- teachers as designers and engineers” of curricula rather than as the
translators of a curriculum desigried elsewhere-.
Dr Skilbeck placed his earlier comments into the context of the .
development and content of the recent Curriculum Development Centre .
pubhcation, A Core Curricufum for Australian Schools..

-

< . Paper7 Societal Change and its Impact on Education- A Conference* "
Summation - ; :

Author  Professor P.H. Karmel (Chairman.qummonwealf'h Tertiary
Education Commussion. Australia)

> ‘
Karmel outhined hkely developments over the next 20 years In
., demography. the tabour market, technological change, and the growth. of
a public acceptance of pluralism in values. The implication of these ‘
changes for-the educatton sector is that enrolments are unlikely to grow
at the relatively rapid rate of the past two decades, public expenditure on
education ig likely to be restrained, . and the requirements for
accountability by educatiopal institutions and for relevance -in courses ,
are likely to continue If educational. institutions are to offer courses 2
relevant,to a socially complex ‘and technologically sophisticated world,
they must be prepared to range very widely in their activities and to_
function in many roles. > .
Dbspite the difficultes of gaining consensus on the goals of education i
and the relative weights to be attached to these goals. it can be stated that .
(a) education in the formal sector has the characteristics of preparing .
individuals for human activity, of which wortk is only one aspect, and of
- being a life experience in itself,and (b) educational institutiens and
processes reflect the relations within society, and society itself is
. - moderated by the nature ofseducation. -
. On thé basis of the background and conference papers, Ka.gme‘i set out
a number of practical prescriptions which may be implemented as a
contribution to various social problems.

L4

- " Within. the years of compulsory education, proper attention should be -
) difected tog;ards basic language skills in the broadest sense of the
whole notion of communication. - LS : 4
. . 17, N
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‘undertakmg human activities The prescriptions may threalen, some

- * = <
* e . *
N : o ¢ - ’, \. .
- - - /.
2 “The compuisory Lurmulam should include a.study of work.as a majbr
human activity. ¢ c e PRy "o

3" The  development of comprehensive two- year\eduuatmnaldnsmunons
for the post-compulsory school years ‘should be considared.

4 The present apprenticeship system should bé&suppk:mgmed K‘mth
other forms.af training for young people.

5 Employers should maintait a balapced workfom:%h an,approprmte
proportion of training posifions for young people . -

‘6 The financial allowances for young people in \dnou@;dpcauonqw .

tramnng, and employment activities need to be rauonahégd 1o prov ide
appropnate ncentives for the undertakmg of meamingfuPactivities .
It is desirable to encourage the promotion of recurrent educauon SO

that people are able to moye 1n and out of education throughout lhelr .
life times. . - . "
Karmel stated that the pracucal prescnpllons he had outlmed do not X
provnde a solution for all social and economic problgms. However they
are feasible suggestions which lead in the direction of fairer treatment for » 2 *
disadvantaged groups as well as raising the competence of individuals in .. -

> g

©

vésted interests and they will certainly cost money. The high hopes once ¢ A
held - for.educauon have been replaced-in some quarters by despair g
However’over the past 20 years in Australia, there have been many \

significant improvements in the quahty of Austrahan education at all .

levels. If a8 much can be achieved in the next 20 years, a great de,al' of |
A

progress will Rave been made, even.though the future 1s Jikely to'be one *

in which social conflict rather than economic growth predominates
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PROGRAM IN LEARNING AND TEACHING |

Advisory Commlttee .-
Mr A Webster (Chajrman). Mr M.l Angus Professor W J Canipbell, Mr J
Mitchell. Dr P Tillett, Professor R P Tisher. Mr S F Bourke, Dr M J Rosier,
The Director (The Commuttee met once during the year )

.

Overview

The activities of this Division have been significantly ‘curtailed during th

pertod under review as a result of the financial constraints vperating un

the Couneil’s program of research and development. As 4 consequence

several projects have been temporarily halted as staff have left to take

other positions. Efforts are, however, being made to revive projects after

a period in abeyance so that the acknowledged thrust of the program of
. the Division does not suffer unduly.

Phe most signuficant study within the D*vnsnon during the past 12¢
months has been the Australian Studies in Studént Pé¢rformance wifich
has sought 80 examjne progress in learnlng tasks of literacy and
numeracy 1n Australian &ehools over the period 1975 to 1980 The study
was conducted under a cloud of intense- opposmon led by some of the
teacher unions and some state school parents organizatios, and with the
opposition strongly endorsed by such bodies as the Curriculum
Development Centre. Nedvertheless it is-to the credit of the ACER staff

that in spite of this gpposition a sausfaclory level of response was
forthcoming and dajd that were basically sound were obtained Indeed
the overall level of fesponse to this Austrahan study was in excess of that
being obtained £or some similar overseas studies which have not been
confronted ith erganized opposition. The maximum estimated bias
arisen as a result of the lack of support for the study is believed
T to exceed one per cent of proportions responding corregtly to test
items and is substantially less than the estimated sampllng errors

The report of the study has wisely not eonsidered in detail the
educational significance of the evidence presented. However, it would
appear from the gdins recorded that, over the fiyg.year period from 1975
1o 1980, progress Tas been -made in the teaching of the basic skills of ,
literacy and numeracy in Australian schools. While it is not possible to
produce dowmentary evidence of the changes in teaching practi»es that
have octurred ‘in the period between 1975 and 1980, there is ample
\hearsay evidence that schools and teachers in Australia have taken-
senously the public concern for the level of performance of students in -
the areas of literacy and numeracy and have sought through their “*
teachlng to raise that level. Without such assumptions about changes in
teachlng praclices, it would be difficult to account for the substantial
increasé in level of performance on such tasks s newspaper feading

~Furthermore, it is known that school texts that have emphasized the
" development of these skills have found a ready market. Likewise,,an
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examination uf changes 1n the®prugrams of téacher edum_llo‘n sttutions
indicgte that 1n recent years there has been a renewed emphasis in
preparation for leauhmz, in the areas of lhiteracy and numgracy The
overall view of the research “staff working on this study 15 that, in the
main, there was great coneern and strung support, antong the rank-and;
filedeachers and parents of students current® in Australian schogls. for a
study that sought to Investigate progress in hiteracy and numerdacy In
1980 °

At the ume of wrniting the future of 4 continuing program s in doubt,
leslmg/wnl not now take place 1n 1981 Nevertheless 1t s of some
conseguence to rfote that recert parliamentary commuttees of inguiry
have continued to emphasize the need for such & momlorlhg.prugmm
Both thé report of the Senate Standing Commuttee on Education and the
Arts, Preparation for the Workforce, and the rgport of the.Commuttee of
Inqury _into  Technological Change in Auslrdha have made firm
recommendations in [hisarea Furthermore, lht.y would appedr to base
their support for a monnormz, program on a need for students to learn
these skills if they are to become effecuve members of Australian
souety. and on a need for schools, 10 provide approprisde instrucyon to
promote the development of these skiils -

Over the past b5 years the Australian Councl! for Educational
Research has profited greatly from,its contacts with the network ,of
overseds educationdl research workers who have collaborated to carry
out co-operative research prografns under” the auspices of the
International * Assoctation for the Ev.alu(uion of Educationa)
Achievement. The tume has come for the ACER to grovide leadership in
this area and De M J. Rosier has undertaken the rewcmslblln) of ¢o-
ordinating work for the Secortd 1EA Science Smdy Some finafdciyl
Suppor }ms been l"orlhwmmz, for the financial year 1981-82 from
overseds sources to provide for the international components of the
program Neyvertheless. if the full program of international research and
training is to remain viable, fubthersuppurt will have to be Ubtained from
overseas sources.

The ACER is also plannming to participate m the IEA Classroom
Environment Teaching for Learning Study and, if the osts.and work
load are not t0o heavy, in the 1IEA Study of Written Composition The
reservations that were held about participation in both these studies have
leared as more detagded plans for the conducd of the studies have been
developed The ACER, in.general, has staff with refauvely limited
experience for work 1n this complex area where a considerable body of
research has been accumulated overseas in recent years The opportunity
provided by 1EA for collaboration in research is one of the ways in which
it 1s possible 1o strengthen the skills and expertise of staff an munymal
time and at rglauvely* itde cost. These links with overseas colleagues
becotne increasingly rewarding as IEA moves to undertake activities that
extend beyond its traditonal field of endeavour associated with the
assessment of student achievement through survey research methods

20
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NATIONAL STUDIES OF EDL{CATIONwAL OUTCOMES .

Second IEA Science Study PR

Malcolm J Roster, Douglas T Couper . i
i poi] P
. . (‘\ \
(Thrs progedt was incluged in the ACER Core Program Mt Couper was seconded
from the Victorian Educhtion Department )

1] LA
Many countries arvund the world are expressing grave concern about the
quantity and qualty of mathematics and science education in primary
and secondary schools in the context of the growing needs of the
countries for competent workers m the séientific and technological aréas
that are seen to be crucial for their national development. In response to
this concern, the International Association for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (IEA), at the *meeting “of its General
Assembly in August 1980 in Finland, decided to commence the Second
1EA Suience Study. The study will build on the experience gained duning
the first project which was conducted in the carly 1970s 1t folfows that
the second study should collect data to enable the changes in curricufum -
and achtevement in svience from the early 1970s to the early 1980s to be
described. ’

The IEA deuded that the International Centre for the study should be
tocated at the ACER. that Dr John Keeves should be CHairman of the
International Project Councd responsible, for the general policy and
funding of the study, and that Dr Malcoim Rosier should be the
Internativnal Co-ordinator responsible for the organization of the study |

The aims of the study are to measure the current state of school
science education across the world, to examine changes in science
education stnee the first study, to investigate curricular and other factors
which explain differences in the outcomes of science programs, and to
assist the partiuipating countries to conduct associated national studies of *
sctence education.

It 15 antictpated that many developing countries will participate in gl;e'
study. In consequence, a strong.emphasis will be placed on a variety of
tramning activities designed to emhance the capacity of national centres
and research workers 10 undertake large-scale survey research studies

During the past year-the main activities of the study haye been the
preparation of two basic planning documents, and the contact with a
range of countries concerning participation in the study. The two major
documents have been a set of guidelines describing the conduct of the
study and the overall schedule of activities, and a draft plan for the
analysts 'of science curricula across the world. The first issuc of the
newsletter giving information about the progress of the study was
Pprepared and distributed. - :

Analysis of Chemistry Curricula in Australia
An important component of the initial work on the Second JEA Science

@
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Study was the andlysis of chenustry curriculy in Australia, undertahen by
Mr Douglas Couper” Any andlysis of changes in science edlication across
tme must take account of the way in which the curricula have changed
The analysis of changes in wurricula requites an exanunation of the
nature of the topies in the cyrricula :md the emphasis given to them,
while also paying attention to ghdm,a.s in the participation rates of
students in saence courses Mr Couper developed a detarléd scheme for
‘é)‘ . b theanalysis of t.ht.mlﬁlr) courses at the Y mﬁ’ level in Australia, and he
m~ applied the scheme to thg courses in each of lhe)}mlmlmn States This
imvolved thecexanmination of publishe¥ syllabus sfitements from 1970 10,

1980, and of assoctated examination papers It would appear to be
oy & important for use to be made of this methodology«for the detailed
A gnallysls of suenu. curriemla in other dreas, espectally in physics dnd

s 1ology f. - . ‘. 3

- Q
Publicanons and Papers - ‘

7 ®
¢+ Couper, DT1- The AnalySis of Suence Curricula Paper presented
CONASTA Conference, Canberra, September 1980
) JKeeves, J P und Rosier, M) Guudelines for the Second 1EA Sueme
.’ .Slu%l_)}!ldwlhorg. Victona® ACER, 1981 (mimeo )

- []

. . .

Second1EA M’atwﬁcs Study™\ . « . o
’ e ., » -
Malcolm Roster o, .-

® » by » A . \
¢ (This project was mcluded in the ACER Core l;r')ﬂm )’ .
. - -

described in last year’s ACER  Annual Report, was published i October
Y 1980 A computer tape contdming the 1964 and 1978 duta sets and the
. dssBemmd  tethnical documentation have been lOdbC(\Mlh the

(ACSPR1) the Survey Regearch *Centrg. AusMRlian gNatiohal
University nberra Later in 1981 ut may be lodz,Ld. with the Inter-
university C nsurtium for Pglitical and_SouiN_Besin NCPSR) dt the
- . Survey Research Ce r),lr%'{\nn Arboe” Michigun, USA

". o «

v Publications and Papers

o Rn)er M J Standards in Mathematics in A uslm{ﬁnsScwndury S‘l})ols
’ » Pafes presented at ANZAAS Congress, Brlsbdne May 1981
Rosier, MY, The Seugnd IEA Mathematics Studysn Australia InH G
' /‘_\ Steinge+Ed.), Coinparanve Studies 4)/ M s Curnicula. Charge
T o und Stabihty 1960-1980. Biclefeld, eral Republy of Germany
oo ; ‘ lnym/ul fur Dhdakuk der Mathemat? N

- hd L - . <
'\i , .
. , LN
N . : Lo
Q \ . 2()‘//.—— T, J s
- =t : - . * k )
“ "

" The final report of the SégonqblEA’ Mathénfaties Study in Austtaha, a8 ’

Australian Consurtium for Soudl and Political Rescarch Aicdhrporated «
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Australian Studies in Student Performance

Sidney F. Bourke, John M Mills, Watren B Jones, Jackie Stanyon, Faye Holzer

(This project wase funded by the Australian Education Council (AEC) Ms
Stanyon was seconded from the Victonian Education Department )

Details of the purposes of this project and the development of criterion-
. referenced tests in reading, writing, and numeration wesg given in the
L~ 1979-80 Annual Report. The tests were administered in October 1(280 to
5473 10-year-old students and 5103 14-year-old students (these figures _
represent 78 per cent and 73 per cent of the designed samples, -
respectively). The 476 participating schools were offered a copy of thejr
own results, almost all of the schools accepted the offer and results were
...despatched promptly. A major report, detailing national performange on
individual ftériis und sub-tests and by sex and school location, has been
presented to the AEC. A brief 'summary, report, intended for
participating schools and for interested members of the public, has also
been prepared. < DU
" ormance on the reading tests followed a similqppatt_e‘r‘h‘in both age
group?. The simplest reading tasks gained a n r-perfect response from
all students but smaller proportions of students were successful in prose
comprehension and on reading tasks concerned with comprehending a
newspaper and extracting information from it. However, over two-thifds
of students in both samples successfutly. completed every reading task
The writing tests included two separate objeclives, Some items
assessed writing demands made by family, school, of community; these
assessments were made according to specific criteria, in line with the
averall criterion referenced approach of the study. Other items, which
assessed the expression of personal feelings, ideas, and experience, were
not amenable to this method of scoring. global scoring was used in these
o cases. Nine-tenths of students in both age groups were successful in
wnting an effective personal message Performance on writinga letter for
information was high for 14-year-old students but law for 10-year-old
students. It was found that, in the globally-scored tasks, both 10-year-old
and 14-year-old students wrote the most words in telling a story Ten-
year-old students made the fewest spelling errors in writing a repart and
14-year-old students had the highest spelling erfor rate in expressing
opinions. .
Id lhgf numefation tests, very high proportions of students 4t both age
fevels were successful on tasks involving the operation of addition
Approximately seven out of ten of"the 10-year-old students were
suceessful in all the numeration sub-tests, as were eight out of ten 14-

; year-old students. The.former students performed least well on
P . g

.
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cumputation tasks, fractions and deumals were handled least well by the
latter {tis worthy of note that 10-yedr-old students had relative difficulty
with tellimg the ume, working with urge. and computing using the four
arithmeuc operations

Comparisons were made between the performances of male and
female students At the [0-year-old level. fem‘k: students generally

performed better,than muales in «all three tests SThis superiority was
repeated, but with less consistency, at the 14-year-old level.

Performance B) school location was also investgated Nd significant
differences were found for reading. Small differences favouring 10-year-
old metropolitan students were found in the numeration test results. The
only significant difference found in the writing test results was thut 10-
year-old non-metropolitan students performed better than their
metropolitan counlerpdrls\on taking a telephone méssage. Y

A number of items in the 1980 tests were similar to those used in the”
Australian Studies 1n School Performance progect (1975). Other items
were common and provided an opportunity to compare performance
Gver timg In regding, performance n common items, at both age levels,
was almost ideritval for both test administrations. However, 1t is of
interest that the prose comprehension of 14-yedr-old students appedred
10 have improved and the newspaper, reading skills of 10-year-old
students showed a marked improvement In the 10-yedr-old writing
tests, a personal message was better done than 1n 1975 and results.on
common sub-tasks in writing a letter for information (writing 4 greeting
and 4 final signature) showed an improvement in 1980 Comparisons in
performance on.the writing tests at the 14-year-old level showed no
significant difference between 1975upd 1980. The numeration tests
afforded two bases for comparison. First, there was an improved
performance at both age levels on eight basic items concerned with the
four operauons Second, there were 13 1items more generally
representative of the numetation tests 10-year-old students did not
perform at a significantly different level from that of 1975, but the
performande of the 14-year-old students was significantly higher in 1980.

The AEC will take 4 decision in October 1981 about the continuation
of the testing program. . ’

Publications

Bourke,,S F Australun Studies in Student Performance Devélopment
of the, Numeration Tests. Hawthorn, Victopa. ACER. 1981 (mimeo.)

Bourke, S.E., Mills, J.M.. Stanyon. J, and Holzer,'F  Performance in
Lueracy and Numeracy, 1980. Canberra Australian Government )
Printer (in press) ’ ’

Mills. J.M and Holzer, F Australian Studies in Student Performance
Development of the Reading Tests. Hawthorn, Victoria. ACER, 1981.
(mimeo } . :

Stanyon, Jackie | Australtan  Studies in  Student Performance.
Development of the Writing Tests Hawthorn, Victoria. ACER, 1981.
(mimeo.) . ) t
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Social Indicators of Educational Achievement
Kenneth N Ross . l ’ ) .

°

{This pro;x,cl was ancluged in the ACER Core Program )

In th|s study several indicators of school mean achievement were

prepared and then validated The indicators were based on census

descriptions of the characterjstics of school communities, while the

achievement measures were concerned with tests of basic skills in

literacy and numeracy which had been gathered from national samples of

Australian 10-year-old and 14-year-old students. ‘
An important finding 1n this.study was that the correlations between

censug-based indicators and school mean- -achievem®nt scores were

comffarable with, and sometimes greater than, correlations previougly

obtained for indicators which had been constructed from detailed and

personal home-background information obtained from individual

students. -~
The performance of these census-based indicators as predictors, of

school mean achievement was dependent upon residential patterns .

associated with school communities. The nature of these residential

patterns was examined with respect to current ‘social geography’

theories which have suggested that the basic dimensions of residential

differentiation are concerned with socioeconomic, family, and ethnic

descriptions of human populations. .

4+

STUDIES OF THE EDUCATION OF SPECIAL GROUPS

Learning Thresholds and the Retent;on of Literacy Skills
Sidney F Bourke

-~

(This project was |r'1cluded in the ACER Core Program. )

This projett has mvolved following up some 850 students who, as 10-
year-olds, were in the sample of students testéd in the 1975 Australian
Studles in School Performance progect. These students were again tested
%in reading and numeration in 1979 when they were 14, years old, in
s comunction with the Survey of School Leavers project In the long term it
i$ intended to again follow up trssample perhaps in 1983 when they will
be 18 years old. The literacy and numeracy levels of these persons would
again be assessed and related to their current circumstances of education
and employment.
Very little, time was available for "work on this project in the year
1980-81, although files linking their achjevement in 1975 and 1979 have
been prepared. A report on this phase pflhe‘ggudy will be written as soon

* s
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as possible However, there are no plans to work on this pro;ect in
1981-82 but to re-activate the program in the following year in
preparation for traging, interyiewing, and_amalysmt, the results for these

students in late 1983. -

g

e .
Studies of Sex Differences in Achlevement in Mathematics and
in the Transition from School - D

Jillian D. Mason. John P Keeves, Warren B Jones, Robin G Rowlands
. (Honorary Staff Member)

(This project 1s included in lhe'ACER Core Program,}

This project involves two distinct studies_In the first study, factors
influencing sex drfferences in achievement lg mathematics are reviewed
and the differences between boys 4nd girls in the attitudes towards and
achievement in, mathematics are examined at both the }8-year-old and
pre-university levels for both 1964 and 1978. A report has been prepared
for publication that examines. the highly s#®nificant increase in -
R _participation rates in the study of mathematics by girls at the pre-

. . university level and, as a consequence, the marked increase in yield of
.girls who are competenl |n mathemaucs from the terminal year of
secondary schooling .

The second | stage of&: project involves a secondary analysis of data
obthined in the Syrvey 01 Schoo! Leavers. Of particular interest are those
students who left school early-and entered the workforce or some other
form of post-secondary studies, Using the same basic status
- attainment model as used in the Survey of School Leavers. this stage of

the project would examine the effects, for-both males and females, of
educationat achievements on early post-school and occupational
attainments. The data have been analysed and a draft report on this
aspect of the project is in prepardtion.

Publicatons ) . =

« Mason. Jillian. D Towards Equality: P’rog;ess by Girls in the Learning-of
Mathemaucs 1n Australian Setondary Schools. Hawthorn, Victonq:
ACER (in press).«— ‘
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STUDIES OF SCHOOL AND HOME PRACTICES

1EA Study of Achlevement in Written Composition

Graeme Withers

(This study was funded from the ACER Core Program )

The first draft of the research proposal for this study was brought to the
1EA council meeting in Helsinki in 1980, and.was prepared by Dr Alan
Purves of the Unwversity of Illinois at Urbana. Following comment and
discussion on the draft rationale, a decision was taken to participate in
the first stage of the study, and national background papers and
questionnaires were prepared and completed. Samples of writing were
collected and forwarded to the International Centre for the project in
Urbana.

Mr Withers attended a conference of Nauonal Research Co-ordinators
for the project atthe Umversity of California, Los Angeles in Aprii 1981
The purposes of this meeting were to discuss and amend the draft
manu‘al for the study and to review progress so far. Seventeen countries

~ are parlicipating in the study.
>

Pattern Processing and Mathematics Education in Individual
' Children ' T

Bettina M Blackall (Honorary Staff Member)

(This  project was funded by the Educauon Research and Development
~  Committee.)

‘Pattern and Order n the Number System’ was one innovative topic
included in prirggry school mathematics cousses in the 1960s. It was
_argued then, and still is, that children should come to realize thHat the
number system is not haphazard, but is highly organized, self-
consistent, and interrelated. Ap appreciation of pattern and the growth of
an ability to process pattern become important factors in the
development of many*mathematics topics.
. This project is aimed at obtainjng a clearer understandmg of how the
- pattern-processing ability develops in children by the investigation of the
actual methods children employ in undertaking pattern tasks The
individual child is encouraged to articulate his pattern- processing
strategles in response to questiq_qugQﬁir:qted towards revealing his
problem-solving protocol. ’ o

‘ ' »
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Classroom Environment Study: Tedching for Learning
Adrian Fordham (1o February 1981), Sidney I Bourke (from june 1981}

(This project was included 1in the ACFR Core Program)

This 15 a three-phase study consisting of (a) a survey of teacher
charactenistics, schobl resources, and teaching and learning activities,
{b) classroom observations of teaching practices and their relationships
with student activity and outcomes, and (c) the training of teachers in
specific ractices idenufied in phase two leading to assessments of the
effectivefess of the training in terms of teacher behaviours and student
outcome! ’ .

The first phase of this study, that 1s the teacher survey, was carried out
in third term 1980 and a draft report describing the reswlts has been
prepared The sugrey involved da total of approximately 1600 Victorian
teachers of mathematics at Years 2, 5, and 8, and science teachers at
Year 8 ' i

The time available to teachers (class time, amount of homework, and
'prepar.mqn and correction time) and the avadability and use of ancillary
staff were among aspects of the instructional setling investigated
Whereas the allocated (lassroom time for.the three levels of mathematics
was similar at between 225 and 270 mﬁuges per week, as might be
expected the amount of hgmework set varied considerably from an
average of 32 minutes per week for Ycuar 2 10 68 minutes per week for |
Year 8. There was consistency in responses from all four groups of
teachers concerning the availability of ancilary staff held, with between
59 and 68+per cent stating that it was not available. .

Questions were asked concerning teaching and assessment methods,
the use of nstructional materials,_and influences on teaching practices
The most commonly used teaching strategy overall was whole class
instruction, although 4 greater variety of methods was reported by the
Year 2 teachers The second most-commonly reported method was
having students work independently in class on exerases and
dssignments set by the teacher The majonity of the primary teachers
indicated that they defined for the students what was to be learnt at the
beginning of each lesson. Although large numbers of the secondary
mathematics and science teachers gave instructional cues in this way,
there was 4 greater reliance on student reading of texts and assignments
and, in the case ofyscienee, on the use of teacher summaries dt the end of
lessons No more than five per cent of teachers at any age level stated
that they did not assess their students However up to 50 per cept di
use diagnostic tests Whilg the majority of pnmary -teachers ¢o
used spectalized instruction following assessment, substant)
of secondary teachers responded that np corrective procefures were
adopted The most commonly-used instructional materials were teacher-
prepared work sheets and the chalkboard or overhead projector. Only the
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Year 8§ mathematies teachers indicated that a substantial psoporuén of

lesson time involved the use of textbooks. The mathematics teacherTeg

all year levels agreed that the most important aspects of their teachlng.

were the importance of basic skills in computation, the use of common  *

measures, and developing student ability to apply mathematical ideas

and skills to real-life situations. .

Finally teachers weye asked about their degree of responsibility for -
major aspects of their work, and their level of satisfaction with various
aspects of teaching. All four groups of teachers responded that they were
fully responsible for the selection of the materials apd mefhods they
used, the selection of achievement tests, and the standards students
were expected to reach, and at least moderately fesponsible, for the .
selection of topics. For both primary and secondary teachers the most
Satisfying aspects of their job were the courses they taught and the least )
satisfying were the level of resources available and their general status*
and recognition by the community for the work they did.

. Some aspects of the context of teaching arising out of the teacher
survey questionnaire will be used in planning the classroom observation
study which forms the basis of the second phase of this project. It is
anticipated that the observations will be carried out in first term 1982 in
at least 50 Year 5 mathematics classrooms in Victoria. B
Publications and Papers * - . -
Fordham, A.” The Context of Teaching and Learnmg Hawthorn,
Victoria: ACER, 1981. (mimeo.) . .

Y

< ‘/
Evaluation of the Language Dewelopment Project

.

Keevin J. Piper

(This project was funded by the Curticuium Development Centre )

The Language Development Projectsis a major national curriculum 7~
project being undestaken'by the Curriculum Development Centre. It is
cogcerned with all aspects of the language development of students in
Years 5 to 8, the upper primaryand lower secondary years. Phase Two of
.the project ts principally concerned with the development of curriculum -
materials for students and teachers, and the ACER has been undertaking
an independent national evaluation of this phase of the project’s activity
Eight developmental teams, one located in each State and Territory,
are involved in the project, and a local evaluator is attached to each team-
In addition to co-ordinating the ctivities of this evaluation team, the .
national evaluator is responsnble ?or the focal evaluation of the work of
the CDC and ACT Language Development Project. .
During 1980-81, the work of the evaluation has been principally
concerned with a formative evaluation of the process of development at -
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buth the national and the local level, and with !he attempt to deﬁne the
national Wdentity of the project as a whole

While the model developed in the ongingl evaluation propoml now
louks. with the benefit of hindsight, sumewhat too rigit, somewhat too
static, and somewhat too sequential as adescription of the ev@luation as
it hay developgd during L980*81 it nevertheless retains a basic
relevance 1f it canm be imagined” 'S d good deal more fleyible, a good deal
more dynamic, o good deal less sequential than the bare bones of the
pruposal suggest, it continues to provide a reasonable representation of
the conceptual framework within which the evaluation 1s proceeding 1If
the evaluation is to continue ta perform its function of providing timely
formative feedback to project developers, it must continue lo remain
responsive to the needs of the project gs perceived by project participants
rather (N 10 a pre-specified plan of action

Four reports have been prepdred for the Curriculum Development
Centre during 1980-81 two on the work‘oflhe nationdl project, and two +
on the Work of the local CDC and ACT team

Teaching Style and Language Learning .

Kevin J Piper

{This project was included in the A'CER Core Program )

This project 15 concerned with an investigation into current School
practices in the teaching of English language, with particular reference t
teaching directed towards the attainment of language competence Thz
aims of the study are to map a range of approaches to the teaching of |
English language in Australian schools. to determine the rclevance of
the conceept of curniculum style to tHe English language curriculum, and
to determmne what modification f any would be required 1n order to
develop a typology of curniculum style appropniate to the English
language areq, to extend the concept of curricufum style to include a
wnstderation of teaching methods and Instructional techniques, and to
develog-further_the coneept of Lompelence and explore the variety of
viewpoints among English lunguage teachers as to what constitutes
language competence. ° ’
During 1980 exploratory case studies of the English Bnguage
programs of 25 schools in New South Wales, Victoria, and the Australian
Capital Territory were undertaken, and 4n interim report was prepared
on this first phase of the project’ During 1981 focused case studies of
eight to ten of these $chool programs are being carried out, leadifig to a
final report on the study in June 1982 An important contributory
element (o the project was the holding in August 1980 of a small seminar
oh the concept of curriculum style, unQer'the sponsorship of the
Education Research and Development Committee A report on the
seminar s included as an appendix to the interim report of the study
»
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«FROQRAM IN SOCIAL- CONTEXT OF EDUCATION

]

mittee -

Adviker ‘Co )
ProfessopH Karmel (Chairman), Mr C Beltz, Dr R Maddocks, Professor K

Marjoribanks, Ajsouiate Professor M. Poole, Professor R Selby Smuth, Dr J G
Amley, Dr T H 1ams (The Committee met once during the year )

. Overview .

The Advisory ‘Committee expressed some concern oOver .the
v  appropriatentess of the Division’s name as a description of-its purpose
and activities, Members of the Division suggested that the name of
Division G of The. American Educational Research Association would be
an -appropriate alternative. AERA’s Division G is called the Social®
_ Context of Education and jts concerns arg described as follows: .
S

Gnvestigations) that seek to illuminate the relationsbetween educational

prag:(sses and the social, political, and econgmic contexts in which they operate
o . the applicaion of) conceptual schemes and research methods from
anihgopology. economics. political sctence, sociology, and soctal psychology to
examine educatjonal practices, problems, policies, and research . studies
conducted in educational settings that explore problems formally grounded in
social.science concepts and theory, including those which have direct
implications for gither research or practice. Of particular interest are questions
relaung to lh;‘%velopmem of educational policies &s they are informed by

recent work 1g-the field. * -

d%ption has all of the elements of the original program
statement de¥ailed in the ACER Annual Reportof 1978579 a decision was
made lo chahge the name of Social Foundations to Sbgial Context of
Education (S€ER &

Program Emphasgs
The greater part of the Division's research effort was expended in two
programs irfdicative of two of thg three previously defined substantive
emphases of SCE—~‘Thé Study -of Educational Systems’ and ‘The
Enduring Effects of Education” (ACER Annuai Report, 1978-79). These
two programs are identified respectively as the Staffing and Resources
Study and the Survey of School Leavers. Each is supported, in the main,
by outside funds and each has an explicit policy research orientation,
characteristics also reflective of general orientations defining SCE In
addition, each one is comprised of several linked investigations focused
on a common theme and; thus, has the status of a research program in
+ which individual studies show varying degrees of mutuality.
_ Work on the Staffing and Resources Studyjs nearing completion to the
stage of draft reports. Three reports are planned: one focusing on a
comparative analysts of resource allocation policies at the level of
* government school systems in Australia and New Zealand; another
which examines résource allocation within schools in these same;school

L}
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systems using data ON d sample'of some 700 primary and secondary
#schools, and the third which looks in detail at the processes #nd
cons nces of resource allocation with case-study data of 16 schools. *

ThesSi®ey of Schoo) vers continued over the year as a research .
program with five mar’strands an invesugation,into the psychosocial
consequences of u ployment, research into the processes underlying
educatioqgl and gécupational decisions, and two studies on the theme of
*quahity of~—sthool life® A monograph on the educational .and
occupationul decisions of 14-year-olds was published, drafts of reports on
the latter two studies dare available, a draft report on the psychosocial . |
consequences of unemployment is in preparation, and analyses of the |
educational and labour market experiences of-18- and 19-year-olds are -
underway Funding for a further three years is being negotiated on a
year-to-year basis with a consortium of federal government agencnes "

The remaming wo%compleled during this period also fe%ed on = -
education-labour rket issues. A study of the educatt and’
employment expectations and experiences of students and graduates ~ |
from institutions within the Victoria Institute of Colléges was - I

!
|

undertaken and a report of thig.study has been publishéd~In addition, a
review Of the recurrent education debate and its applicabllity in the

Australian context was developed from an economic perspective. A .

monographs summarizing this work 1s in preparation. {

To summanze durnng the year SCE has undenaken reSearch in each . 1

|

|

of the three substantive areas defined in 1978 as 1ts primary concerns,
though our attention to ‘Schools and Socialization’ as an area of interest  * -
has been Limited to the one study reported iri the monograph Schootand
Work n Prospect. lsstes in the areas of ‘The Study of Educational |
Systerns; and ‘The*Enduring Effects of Education” have recerved most |
altention  Since questions to do with resource allocation and the |
tducation-fabour market transition have occupied centre stage over the .
past few years, it follows-that the balance of the SCE research program |
weighs n these directions A documeni detailing progosed research 1n T ‘

|

each of the three substantive areas has been.discussed -with the SCE -~
Advisory Committee. . i - |
T ] .
EVALUATION STUDYES OF PARTICULAR POLlClES |
AND PROGRAMS e

Staffing and Regources in Australian Schools . T
John G Aunley. John P Keeves, Phullip A, McKenzie, Andrew SlurmanL

(This project was funded 1n part by grants from the participating education
departments through the Australian Lducation Counul’and in part from the Core
Grant ) .

Thus study was commussioned by the Australian Education “Council as an
m»esugatnon of the allocation of staff and resources 10 government

37 "




Y

schools in New Ledland each Australian State, and the Australian
Capytal Territory. The terms of reference for the stddy were as follows’

1 to examine existing policies, procedures, and trends relating to the

allocation of staff and resources to and within Australian and New.
ealand schools; =

to inquire into difficulues faced by school systems and schools in

allocating staff and resourtes to and within schools;

3 to examine measures that are being taken at the present time at
various levels to overcome these difficulties;

4 to review new developmems and alternative arrangenrents in staffing
schools;

5 10 recommend action which can be taken by schools and schobl
systems o improve existing arrangements or overcome problems
experienced in staffing schools;

6 1o recommend appropriate field studies of actiop research projecls
which school systems can carry out and which will enable the trying
out of creative and practical ways of reorganizing staff at the school
level; ’ "

7 to develop proposals which school systems in the longer term might
adopt for the future direction of policies and procedures concerning
the allocation of staff and resources to and within schools.

In the original proposal for the study, the Australian Education

Council also listed mné contemporary issues related to the terms of®

reference:

1 the balance between primary and secondary staffing allocauons
2 the determination of staffing formulae;
3 thealternative methods of staffing in use ofardes specialists, ancillary
staff, part-time teachers;
teacher work load and non-contact nme,
flexibility in deploying staff within schools;
implications for staffing policy @f various philosophies and
methodologies of teaching;
effects of alternative s\afﬁng arfangements; .
system awareness of and responsrveness to the needs of individual
. schools; e SV

9 regIQnallsm and staff allocation principles and procedures

As part of the study a series of working papers has been produced to

" inform interested parties of pFogress which has been made.

- One facet of the study has involved an investigation of the policies of
educauon systems. On the basis of reports prepared by each system with
general co-ordation from the ACER, a report “concerned with present
policies and future options in each system has been prepared and
circulated ih draft form to each education system.

A second facet of the study involved a nation-wide survey of policies
and practices employed by schools. Flfty primary and 50 secondary
schools in each system have been surveyed by'means of a questionnaire
On the basis of these data, a report concerned with school patterns of
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resource allocation has been‘prepdred in draft form and carculated to -
each cducation system. -

A third facet of the study Lomprlsed Lase 5lud|es of selected features
related to resource allocation in 16 schools Reports of each individual
school have been prepared and returned to these schools. and a report
bused on the perspectives obtained from these 16 case studies has been
prepared as a draft for circulation to each system

In addition, an overview sy nthesizing the results of the three reports is
being prepared.

’
Publications and Papers

Ainley, JG. Teacher and student views of learning ,environments.
Victorian Institute of Educanional Research Bulletn, 1981 . No. 46, 3-15.

Amley, JG. Backg,round aptltude and school factors related to .
achievement® in Year 12 science subjects Research i Science
Education, 1980, 10, 129-39. 7

Patterns of School Organization
Phillip A \1cKenue

" (Thig m‘%;eu was mcll‘md in e -AG ER Core Program )

The ‘major poruoﬂtof the ‘work assouared with this project has been
undertaken in comunction with the Staffing and.-Resources Study
Through that study the prinaipal forms of educational provjsion
currently applying in Australian and New Zealand government schools
have been mapped and estimates prepared of the recurrent per student

* costs of each of the majar sch es In addition an attempt has bden .

made (o |d§:nl|fy emerging» trengd, that are likely to ‘necessitatel a
reconsideration of the appropriateness of current school structures. In
this context 1t is argudd that new developments are 10 be expected

. particularly tn the organization of the upper secondary scheol. Such .

developments would include the establishment of senior sécondary
colleges such as currently operate in the Australian Capital Territory and
Tasmania, the promotion of Llus;ersé)f schools in order to pool scarce

- resodrces, and greater lLaison beiween the upper secondary school and

post-secondary institutions The major factors contributing to the
development of these proposals ¢s alternatives 1o the traditional form of
upper secondary school ds it operates in most ‘education systems would
be the increasing difficulty of many schools 1n maintaining an adequate
curriculum range in the face of declining enrolments, and the additional
pressures placed upon schools by the increasingly divérse nature, of the
upper secondary student body In the short-to-medium term, these
factors are likely to grow in force and lead to greater discussion of the
appropriateness of traditional forms of upper secondaw® school provision.
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Identification of the relative costs and effects of the emerging patterns of
upper secondary school organization would be an important contribution
to that debate. . .

’

NATIO’NAL STUDIES OF EDUCATIONAL OUT’COMES/

.

A Survey of School Leavers . &

Trevor H. Wilhams. Margaret Batten. Jeﬂ‘el‘y J Clancy, Sue Girltng-Butcher

{This project was funded in Part by a granyfrom the Edueatidbn Research and
Developiient Committee and in part from the Core Grant ) -

. - .

The research program incorporates six studies which focus-on the
nfluence of education and work on the {ransition of youth to adult life.
The program was designed around follow-up studies of the two national
samples of students (10-year-old and 14-year-old students in'1975) used
in the 1975 Australian Studies in Schoo] Performance

A representative sub-sample of 1000 Students was selected ffom the
younger group in the original sample. Inithe period July 1979 - October
school life and two on school arld work N

In the analysis of tRe data from the first school and work survey, the
following patterns of effects were examirled:

,lathe effects of States schools family, and sex on achievement in basic
skills in primary school; : N
7. the effects of all these factors, including achievement in basic skills,
on learning difficulties encounteged in the early years of high school in
the areas of reading, number work, arjd writing;

1980, these students responded to two 1E§tionnaires on the quality of

3 the effects of all these factors on self-copicept of ability and the support )

provided by significan} others; N ,

4 the effects of all these factors on, the leducational and gccupational
plans of the students in the sample.

The_findings of these analyses have been resented and discussed in the
blished report. | L N ‘
The third survey of the 6000 réspondgnts in the older sample was

«

—undertaken 1 Oclober 1980 to provide information on current
educational and occupational status, gua ity\of life, influences on jobe

choice, and reactions to unemployment.

- The data frem the two Quality of Schof! Life surveys were aﬂal?sed ’

and an instrument produced th taihed six scales and 40 items.
Further work 1s continuing on the pfasurg. The case study of the quality

. of hfe n seven schools was conc ded withlinterviews of studenis in four
s taken of differences in the atti{udes of ,

of the schools. Particular note v ip
students at different year lévels and ¢f the factors in the, school

environment that had most influence on the formation of attitudes
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Publications and Papers .

Willams, T H. and Batten, M. The Quality of School Life. Paper
presented at the AARE Annual Conference, Sydney, November 1980.

Wayiams, T H , Batten, M ; Clancy, J J and Girling-Butcher, S. School,
Work and Career Paper presented at the AARE Annual Conference,
Sydney, November 1980 ' .

Wiltiams, T H , Batten, M., Girling-Butcher, S. and Clancy, J J. School -+
and Work in Prospect. 14-Year-Qlds 1n Australia. (ACER Research
Monograph No. 10). H'awthbrn,/\_’/;ictoria: ACER, 1980,

STUDIES OF THE EDUCATION OF SPECIAL GROUPS

Studies of Unemployed Youth. -
Jeffery J Clancy ‘ ’ —

-

- (This'project was inctuded in the ACER Core Program ) -,

This project is an investigation.of the social and psychological effects of
unemployment on youth Specifically it focuses on how the expettence of
unemployment affects occupational development, work attitudes and
values, quality of life, gnd leisure patterns The study began in ‘mid-1978
and will be completedh 1981, .

Initial work on the study was conducted in conjunction with the Survey
of School Leavers, following up the 6247 teenagers wHo comprised the
14-year-old sample in the 1975 Australian Studies in School Pérformance.
This group was surveyed by il questionnaires at the end of 1978, 1979,
and 1980, The surveys collected data on educational attainments,
occupational history, family background; and quality of life.

On the basis of data collected in the 1978 and 1979 surveys, a sample
8200 Victorian school leavers was selected for an interview study which

"~ focused on the effects of unemployment. The sample included *
- respondents who had never been unemployéd as well as those who had
been out of work and 50 of the non-respondents to the mail surveys.
Field work was conducted during_ mid-1980 and yielded 123 usable .
interviews. .
s Anatysis df these datg‘i:{] preparation of-a final report are now »i/ey

unﬁiaway and the projectshould be completed by the end of 1981. )
" Publidationg and Papers ™ - ’

Amley\ J G and Clancy, L} Ap’prentices in Australia. Paper presénted
. to the Education Segtion, ANZAAS, Brisbane, May 1980. ~ * - -
Clancy,\J.J The Consequences of Youth Unemployment. &ggj .
presented to the Education Section, ANZAAS, Brisbane, May 1980,
Clancy, ¥J Youth Unemployment: The Social and Psychologicdl ~ ;
Conseq ences Paper presented at the AA&?AnnUal,‘Confefé“ﬁce,
Sydney,|Novembag 1980. - -
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The Employme'nt of Graduates and.Diplomates of C;)lleges ofh
Advanced Education J

Warren B. Jones .
N

(Thus study was commussioned by the Victora Institute of Colleges and supported -
by funds provided by the Trustees of the Malcolm S. Moore Estate and Anni¢ Vv
Moore Estate ) . (

The study was concerned with an investigation of the views,
expectations, and experiences of several groups af people: fiew and final
* year students who were enrolled with the Victoria Institute of Colleges;
.- graduates and diplomates who were awarded a degree or diploma in
either 1976 or 1978 by the VIC or the colleges affiliated with the VIC;
\and employers and non-employers of graduates and diplomatés. The
main aims of the study were to determine what proportion of these
graduates and diplomates obtained satisfactory employment; to examine
the views and attitudes of employers and non-employers concerning the
., fecruitment of graduates and diplomates; and to examine the att&gdes of
graduates, diplomates, and students towards employment and the means
by which they adjusted or accommodated their expectations .to the
opportunities _available 1o them. Approximately 9000. students,
graduates, and diplomates and 800.employers were surveyed at the end
of 1979, using mailed questionnaires. : .

A final report has been published. Some of the topics which have been
included in the discussion of the survey results are the educational
history, work expérience, job satisfaction, the time taken to find full-
time employment, job expectations, perceived job prospects, job-seeking

sapstrategies, and ideas of future jobs of the students, graduat®s, and
diplomates surveyed, and perceived future employment trends,
recruiting techniques, recruiting style, recruiting difficulties, and the
involvement of employers and non-employers in tertiary education,

.

Publications and Papers g, )
Jones, Warren. Educanon and Employment: Expectations and Experiences
“ . of Students, Graduates and Employers. (ACER Research Monograph
. . No.11). Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER, 1981. ‘

Py

. Professions in Australia e d

Jenny Slater, Trevor H. Williams with Dr D. Anderson, Australian National
University and Profgﬂssor J. Western, University of Queensland

.

(This project was funded by granis from the Australian Research Grants
*  Commutiee and from the Education Research and Development Committee )

This is a l})ngitudinal follow-up study of 3060 individuals who entered
engineering, law, medicine, and teaching faculties in either 1965 or 1967.
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The origtnal study followed this group as students over the four to six
years of their degree course. in 1978 Dr Williams obtained a grant from .
the ERDC to study the feasibility of contacting this sample again. A
questionnaire was mailed to the last known  address of each sample
member Given that the addresses were from four to tw elve years old,
the response rate of gpproximately 50 per cent in each of the four
professions was seen as encouraging and sufficient to justify a. full-scale
follow-up study This study began in 1981 with attemptsto trace the large
number of “address unknowns' in the sample Three contacts, each by
mail. are planned for the period 1981 to 1984.
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. PROGRAM IN MEASUREMENT AND EVALUATION

Advisory Committee -

&  Professor D Spearntt (Chairman). Dr A Barton. Mr L D Blazely. Professor B
McGaw. Mr P Varley. Dr JF lzard. Mr G Morgan. Dr HAH Rowe (The
Committee has met once during the year ) -

x ‘
-

Overview o )
A number of aspects of the program in the Measurement and Evaluation
Division merit comment. The testing servicts provided by the ACER
have beep’ maintd; ed and expanded. Further development of new
techniques of analysis has been undertaken. Assistance has been given
to other educational authorities both within Australia and overseas in the o
traming of staff in research and devglopment skills, and efforts have
been mage to translate new theory into convenient and appropriate
procedures which can be implemented by the classroom teacher The
ongoing aclivities relating to test maintenance and test adaptation have
continued, and research into measurement issues has continued
The provision of testing services has required considerable effort o
behind the scenes to maintain effective programs in spite of funding
constraints, cost rises, and outside industrial problems which delay
- receipt of tests or results 'and which increase the pressures on staff,
particularly when endeavouring to meet the original deadlines Although
the information provided through testing services is not published i the
research literature, it 1s appropriate to record the dedicated efforts of
. both professional and support staff in providing this information to the
many- clients. . . . '
. New techniques for analysis are a consequence of the refinement of
earlier approaches or of the further development of theory. A failure to
monitor new developmenls would result in an inéreasing obsolescence of
the procedures adopted “in the collection and processing’ of data, in
dnalysis, and in interpretation Technological advances in both software
and hardware have made.microcomputers more readily available in
schools, colleges, and universities. Greater access lo such equipment has
considerable poten®| for improving the analysis of tpe information
collected by teachers and psychologists and it is importan that the ACER,
staff keep up to date with developments both in Australja and overseas.
The provision of computer-manipulated banks of 'test items fof
‘ peréonnvel selection, achievement testing, and diagnostic work has
recetved a great deal of attention at the level of iterr construction and in .
the development of programs to extract these ilems from the item bank
at teacher requesteor on the basis of a candidate’s performance on erior
items. Given that many {est publishers have been developing materials
of this nature, it is important that the ACER continues to maintain
intiatives, and to foster co-opera’& with other research organizations

with simdar interests so that the ACER is well placed to adopt item
-
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t .
banking procedures where appropriate and economic Such activities are

consistent with the current efforts to develop scienge item pools at Years
11 and 12 Jevel, to make available 1n Australia such material as the New
Zealand ltem Bank —Mathematics, and wnth the efforts to increase the
range of evaluation materials in such areas as written expression, social
learning, and listening.

As well as developing improved procedures for use by teachers and
psychologists, training has been provided td advance skills necessary for
research and development A number of teachers from the Education
Department of Victoria have been able to develop expertise in test
development and analysis over an extended period by working on a
number of projects Two officers from the Examination Branch, Ministry
of Education, Singapore, spent several months at the end of 1980
working at the ACER and a number of ERDC Research Fellows have,
been able to work on short-Yerm projects te extend their research skills.
In addtion, a number of fourth-year® psych_ology students have
undertaken research practicums at the ACER and ACER staff have
conducted workshops on test analysis and local norming for several
authorities While the provision of such tridining programs places an
extra load an ACER staff and present constraints would appear to
prevent any extension of such training facilities, these programs are
worthwhile if the range of expertise in the educational and psychological
community is increased. It is hoped that ACER’s efforts in this respect
will lead in some’measure to wiser use ofevaluauon procedures

The revision of tests and the gathering of°data about the tests Tontinue
to be a substantial and extensive part of the Division’s program. Tests
oniginally published by the ACER need to be replaced with new versions,
and tests from overseas pubhshers need fo be adapted under licence.
Over the past five years the resources available to the ACER for this
work have been heavily committed "o thé revision and renorming of
psychological tests We are hopeful that the results of this expenditure
will shortly "be made available for use in schools and tertiary institutions
and attention can be given to other areas of need. Potential users of these
materials have co-operated very willingly in the collection of data for
manuals and the ACER expresses its gratitude for their assistance.

.
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DEVELOPMENT OF TESTS AND INSTRUMENTS FOR
USE BY TEACHERS AND GUIDANCE OFFICERS

School -Achievement Tests ' .
/ Graham Warg, Stephen Farish, Mark Wilson

(This project was mcluded in the ACER Core Program.)

This project has been concerned with the development of tests over a
range of subject areas for use in primary and junior secondary
classrooms., Following a workshop held in Sydney in 1979, working
groups atthe ACER and the New South Wales Department of Education
developed pools of items in the areas of computation, measurement,
reading, and study skills, Trial testing of the ‘computation items was
undertaken in November 1979 by the ACER in co-operation with
" working groups from the NSW Department of Education and the ACT
. Schools Authority jn schools in ,the ACT, New South Wales, and
Vrctorra Another trial-testing program in Victorian schools involved
items in reading, measurement, and study skills. Reading items were
tested in Victorian schools in April 1980 and in South Australian schools
in August 1980 at the same time as the Progressive. Achievement Tests
in Reading were tested.

In June 1980 the Australian Education Councrl accepted oversight of
the development of progress and review tests and set up a Committee of
Management. The first meeting of that committee was held in August

1980 and the title ‘Australian Co-operative Assessment Program
(ACAP) was adopted for the project. A conference was held in Sydney in
October 1980 to examine initiatives in the reading area.

The ACER has continued to develop the computation materials, using
Rasch scaling procedures to select items for a set of progress and review )
tests. It is intended to complete the series for publication in 1981,
Analyses have been made of a set of cloze passages, to test reading
comprehension, but there is a need to explore the effects of alternative
scormg procedures hq\t}re calibration of items.

Career Planning and Guidance -~

Jamce Lokan and Meredith Shears

("[his project was included in the ACER Core Program.) . ..

: Durmg the 1980-81 financial year, all aspects of the adaptauon
validation, and publication .of the Program for Assessing Yout g
Employmem Skills (P AYES) materials were completed. The three PAYE

- . test booklets, Scoring and. Individual Profile Booklet, Directions for

Adm:mstranon and Manual are now available for sale.
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Work on the Career Development Inventory and Manual continued
during the year and 1s now close to completion Preliminary work on an
Australian adaptation of Holland's Self-Directed Search (SDS) is in
progress v

In order to symhromu_ 4S much d4s possible with northern hemisphere
wuntries involved in the international Work Importance Study (WIS),
plans for the ollection of trial data for this project were advanced so that
the first stage of the field testing of questionnaires has now been
completed. Further field testing+has alrcady begun, and the main data
collection, scheduled to take place early in 1982.1s in the planning stages

Tests, Publications, and Papers

Lokan. J.J Adolescent career development and its assessment
Australian Science Teachers Journal, 1980, 26(3), 19-24.

Lokan J.J. The Work Importance Study in Austraha Paper presented at
WIS seminar: World Semninar on Employment Counselting, Ottawa,
September 1980.

Lokan, J J and Biggs. J.B Student Characteristics, Motivational and
Process Factors in Relation to Effective Career Development Paper
presented at the AARE Annual Conference. Sydney, November 1980

Lokan J.J. and Shears. M. PAYES' A Program-for Assessing Pre-
employment Skills in Disadvantaged Adolescents Paper presented at
the AARE Annual Conference, Sydney. November 1980.

Program for Assessing Youth Employment Skills (PAYES) Booklet |
[Atttudinal Measures), Booklet 11 [Cognitive Measures}. Boohlet 11

* [Voudtional Interest Inventoryl, Scoring and Individual Profile Bookler,
Directiygns for Admumstration, Manual. Australian expefimental edition.
Hawthorf. Victoria: ACER. 1981.

>
Curricuju‘m Materials Evaluav.on

Peter Jeffery

(This project was funded from ACER's income 'fron&»sualfs )

Work i1s continuing on the study of how teachers obtain information
about wrriculum materials Prucessing of data has been comipleted and
the report of the study 15 now being written. <

A number of materials have been placed for trial and review, and three
Review Reports have-béen prepared

Publications and Papers

No. 34 Transiion. Mary Mannison. Kelvm Grove Coliege of Advanced
Educatiow. Queensland,

No. 35 Transition. Grahaume T. Nowacki, Eltham College. Vlctona

No. 36 Listening to the World. Patricia McLedn ACER.
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Victorian School Achievelnent Tests

J D White (from July unul December 1980), Jackie Stanyon, Lee Waddell, Faye
Holzer, Lesley Howgrd (from February 1981), Meredith Doig (from February

1981) ‘

[y
7

, (This project was funded by the Victorian Education Department and stafl

working on the project were seconded from thai Department )

As a contribution to the Australian Co-operative Assessment Pfogram,
this project, established in July 1980, is a joint venture between the
Victorian Education Departmentand the ACER The aims of the project
are lo provide materjals which can assist teachers to evaluate the
progreésarand developmens of their students in spoken and written
language and social learning. Currently materials are being designed for
use mainly at the upper primary and lower sécondary levels although it s
envisaged that in the long term Years 3 to 9 will be included.

Three Advisory Committees have been formed for spoken language,
writte n language, and social learning. In addition lo representatives from
the project team and other research staff at the ACER, membership of
these Committees comprises educationalists, including teachers from
other institutions. Rationales and matetials for all three areas have been
prepared and submitted to the respective AdVisory Committees.

For spoker language, 21 listening tests have been devised, panelled,
and submitted to a selection of practising teachers for inspection and
comment. Of these, 15 are ready to be field tested and six are under
revision. Types of listening activities which are included in the tests are
auding, comprehension, charactgrization and relationship, phonology.
and register. One set of maferials for the construction of an observation
schedule has been devised, panelled, and piloted among practising
feachers. The rationale and other sample materials are now under the
consideration of the Advisery Committee and a number of ;'aracl'ising
teachers. An evaluation framework has beensdevised for listening
activities and is being piloted ‘among practising teachers to provide
empirical information for consideration by the committee. In addition to

evaluation instruments, other materials have been devised or reviewed”

to make-readily available suggestions for follow-up activities Among
material that has been reviewed for supplementary resources is the 13-

" year toliection of educational broadcasts of the Australian Broadcasting

ERI

Commission.

in wntten language, the context and process of writing and the texts
that students produce have been the three afeas which have been given
consideration. Model items have been devised together with fnethods of
validation and types of marking 10 be employed. These items cover
socially useful tasks which vary in difficulty. They include writing
different kinds of letters, completing forms, and writing instructions and
messages _ For extended pietes of wrilipg which “in¥olve personal
narrative, a scale has been devised and validation procedures dre being

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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foumulated To provide informdtion about students’ attitudes to writing,
a writing attitude scale 1s being developed Progress in this area has
resulted in the construction of a questionnaire
An extensive review of approaches to evaluation in social learning,
social studies, and social science has been undertaken. Key areas have
« been identified for the development of eyluation matenals. Work has
commenced on the development of instrurRents and strategies for the
evaluation of inquiry. Tasks completed include an analysis of definitions
stated (n various social studies documents, a survey of teacher opinions,
and a critical review of already developed instruments. As part of the
project, the production of a teachers guide on evaluation is ‘being
developed. A National Conference on Social Studies is being organized
for late 1981.

€hemistry Unit Tests ’ .

Chris Commons

{This projgct was funded by ACER's mcome from sales. Dr Commons was
seconded from the Victonan Education Department )

A supplement® containing about 320 multiple-choice items has been
published for the ACER Chemstry Test Item Collection (CHEMTIC)
which was released in 1980 CHEMTIC contains ttems related to the

. Core section of the Victorian HSC course and the supplement provides
teachers with items for the Options section of the course. Both volumes
are intesim editions of an item bank which will contain items related to
the chemsstry courses taught at the Year 11 and Year 12 levels in all
Australian States It i3 intended that the item bank will be published early
in 1982, .o \ .

A ]
’ Fubllcatmns and Papers .

¢ ACER Chem:strj’ Test ltem. Collecnon Supplement Hawthorn Vlctona
ACER, 1981
Commons, C. Assessing the HSC Chemlstry Options. ACER CHEMTIC
Supplement. Lab Talk, 1981, 25, 27. .

. \/]

;Screéning and Diagnostic Tests for Early Primary School
Helg AH Rowe

N (This project was included in the ACER Core Prograni.)

This project has now been completed The results of the research and
development tonducted in this project over a number of years are a
battery of*] 0 separate diagnostic and screening tests, edth with dlr}ecuons
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Hentificaton and Intervennon A Handbook For Teacher$ and School”

Counsellors. All 10 tests are research based They were developed "

according to 4 criterion referenced model of measurement, and thus

provide teachers and counsellors with meaningful guidance in the -

. development of individuahzed intesvention procedures, and i |

- determuning the progress of individuals Full details are providéd for y
each test concerning its rdlnondle purpose, desulpuon development.. |
interpretation, and mmplications for teaching.

Performance on the tests was investigated for representative and
validation samples Both conventional test statistics and Rasch
calibrations are provided  Thus performance on the tests can be
translated directly into speuﬁL learning requirements for gach individual
child. : )

Three broad arcas of development are covered by the tests in the
series These ate auditory analysis skills, conceptual skills, and language
skills The accompanying monograph provides a general discussion of

« traditional and more recent approaches to early identification and <
.ntervention procedures, and utilizes Cronbach’s ‘behavioural
assessment funnel” as a model for the screening and diagnostic purposes

. expected to be served by the ACER tests.

The set as a4 whole was designed 10 provide a series of estimates of a
child’s cognitive development and maturnity. Apart from their apphcanon
for the dentification of particular slrenglhs and needs of individual

. school beginners. the tests arc expectedl io have wider utility as
wunselling and guidance tools in the lower grades of primary school and
with certain groups of handicapped older persons. The tests provide an
appropnate means for the assessment of children who cannot read and
for remedial students, as reading is not required fbr the ACER Early
School Senes )

®

Pnbl:canons and 'Papers : .

ACER Early School Series. Auditory-Discrinunanon Test, Figure Aformation
Test, Number Test, Recognition of Inial Consonant Sounds Test; Word
Knowledge Test; Comprehension Test; Negation Test; Prepositions Test;
Pronouns Test, Verb Tense Test. Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER (in press).
Rowe, H. A H Early Idenufication antl Intervention: A Handbook For .
Teachers and School Counsellors “"Hawthorn, Victoria. ACER (m press)

. - . \ .
Item Banking
John F lzard * * . ‘
(This prfject wds funded by ACER’s iIncome from sales and by 4 grant from the .
Victorigh Education [)epdnmem ) -

ay 1980, a meeting at the ACER of representatives from all state
lernlor) educauon deparlmenls parent and ledcher organIZdlions e

45




« &

\
} ,
}] clearing house for matenals, information, research ﬁndings expertise,
‘ and developments in Australia and overseas.
| Contact has been maintained with dverseas agencies so that ACER’s
| information_about developments in item banking are up to date. A
| -number of workshops have been conducted on the applications of the
Rasch model to item banking in an endeavour lo disseminate
| information about item banking to teachers and research workers
| « Research into ways ®f applying the Rasch model in ap item bank
context without resorting to computer-based calculations has continued
Simplified graphical methods have been developed and will be included
in the manuals for the Mathematics tests which have remitted from the
School Achievement Tests project. . - .

°

Maintainence of Educational Tests
John F lzard, Graham Ward, Stephen Fanish, Allyson Holbrook

(This project was funded from ACER's income from sales )

.

Progressnve Achievement Tests

In 1980 work began on revising thq Pregressive Achievement Tests
Mathemancs. The. items were exathined, some were modified or

fewritten; and some new items wergf producegs- rewsed test forms‘
have been trial tested in Victorian agfd Queepfland schpols, the test data
whave been analysed, and final t ave be¢n formed A manualis being

prepared. , o
“¢@A re-gxamination of «the Pro
%’bmprehens::ggdgﬂeadmg Voca
wglt tral te ingVictorian and South, Australian, § schools ip 980. The

! * data from thes teﬂfugha&e been‘fmalysed "A manualsupplemcm is to be

prepared . < > % °

B )“ ‘ +. & A oé"q.‘ o0 l
ACER Spelking, Testsﬂ v P . oLt

Spellmg Test EI (Forms X an! ) fvas devele”pcq m»tb@ﬁrst mstaﬁcc and
 published by the ACER for the B’aglc Skilfs T.cstmg,Pro am of the New, -
"*South Wales Depaftment of Education, thn’l‘aﬂew outh Wales the N

~ test 1s now available from the Depdmnent of dnganpn ofs “part of thc
anary Evaluation Program The tesf handboo mre teh, to
incorporate brief guidelines for the diagnosis of s lm}' probl and
suggestions for follow-up remediation strategigs A, Clas An’alysngChart
has been.devised so that the teacher may adsemble Mnformahorffor a
Jclass with a minimum ' of effort. Further data have been Mto the'

. norm tables. This revised edition of the Spelimg Test ‘matérials should'be
available for use‘m schools before the end of te Pear. - .
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English SKills Assessment .

The development of tests of English language skills commenced in
1979. Muitiple-choice items were selected from English skills tests of
American origin and then adapted for use by Australian students 1n
Years 11 and 12 inclusive Parallel trial forms were produced and
administered to 160 Year 11 college students in the ACT in 1979 The
forms wefe tried out in the one college at two Separate sittings, one in
October and the other in November A conyventional item analysis and a
Rasch Analysis were carried out and the items selected for the trial form
showed good discrimination and good test fit.’

A pilot study on the final form was undertaken in Victona in 1980, and
180 Year 11 students and, 210 Year 12 students participated in the
testing. The résults of this study and information about the test batteries
were incorporated in an interim manual. .

English. Skills Assessment is divided into two parts and consists of
tests of comprehension, spelling punctuation and capitalization, usage,
sentence structure, vocabulary, and logical relationships. The aim of
Enghsh Skills Assessment is to identify student strengths and
weaknesses in areas of English language skills and to promote the
dexelopment of effective teaching programs A self—scormg answer sheet
provides information about the skills students require in order to answer
the test stems correctly as well as a convenient. summary of student
performance on the test. Because the sample of students used in the pilot

* study was not selected at random from the total Year 11 and Year 12

populuuons in Victoria, it cannot be assumed to reflect those populations
closely in %l respects. When English Skills Assessment is published, itis
intended that norms will be prepared using test data collected from,a™
more representative sample of Australian students.

s
~ -

.
¢

DEVELQPMENT OF TESTS /’\ND INSTRUMENTS FOR USE

- BY PSYCHOLOGISTS

Revision of the Intermediate Level General Ability Tests

Marion M de Lemos ,

v

(This project was funded by ACER’s income from sales.)

Work has continued on the revision and renorming of the Intermediate
Level General Ability Tests Four trial forms of the test were constructed
and administered to samples of students aged 10 years, 17 years, and 14
years. Approximately 200 students at each of these age levels were tested
on each of the four tnal forms in July 1980 FoIIOwing the item analysis
of these results, items were selected for inclusion in the final forms of the
test
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" The lwo final forms of the test, named the ACER Intermediate TestF
and the ACER Intermediate Test G, were normed on a national sample
of Austrahian students in November 1980. These tests were normed
togetherwith an Austrahan adaptation of the latest Otis Lennon
Intermediate Leve! Test pubhished by the Psychological Corporation in
<1979 In total. approximately 900 students at each of five age levels
{from 10 to 14 years) were tested Each of the students in the sample
100X two of the three tests being normed

The' results of the norming study are now being analysed. The

, . tomposition of each of the normsampies is being examined 1n relation to
that of the total population, and an examination of the progression with
age within each age grouf) has been made to determine the age interval to
be used i in the conversion of raw scores to standard scores. It is expected
that the new norms will be constructed and manuals on the tests
prepared by December 1981.

4

-

Non-verbal Tests of General Adlity
Helga A H Rowe ¢ ~

/; (This project was included in_the ACER Core Program.)

The aim of this project is to develop a set of language- and culture-fair
tests of general ability The major focus during 1980-81, thgﬁrsl y€ar of
the project, was on finding a defendable rationale and an appropriate
modet for the design of a’hon-verbal test of general ablhty

Most intetligence tests which are suitable for group administration
involve a gonsnderable amount of written or spgken language. As a rule
. the testee is required to read questions or to comprehend spoken
language and 10 make an appropriate.response V erbal scores tend lo be
highly correlaled with school achievement and are regarded as good
predictors of success in academic stuc les wever, vérbal tests are of
little or no value in the assessment of rea®mning ability and other
intellectual skils of those who cannot read or are not proficient enough,
in understanding spoker) language Verbal items do not provide a valid
- . m&ans .for the assessment of persons from foreign-language
backgrounds, children from poor social and hinguistic backgrounds, and
mdividuals with certain physical, psychological, and intellectual

- - handicaps. : :
The content of the group non-verbal- tests which are available at
present tends to be restricted to items from the domain of visual
. perception. Thus thetr correlation with group verbal tests of general
B . ability and with mdmdually admlmstered intelligence tests has tended to

", be low.
. A requirement, additienal to that of providing tests which are equally

appcopnate for’ use with testees from vanous foreign language
. backgrounds 1s that the test*be culture-fair. Theoretically, for tests of

18 -
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neral ability, the latter requirement suggests that the tests produced
eet either ong of the following two conditions' that the items included
the tests are such that persons from all cultures can be expected to
ave had equal opportunity (and equal motive) to learn, or that the test
tems must possess complete novelty for all people from all cultures
General ability would seem to be developed by interaction with the
total environment including cultural aspects. Hence these conditions are
,/ almost impossible to meet, Not only may it be impossible to avoid
| culturally dete m;@d' ems in tests but, if it wete possible to eliminate all
| cultural int]ue s completely from all items, the test would probably not
measure genergl ability. ;The assumption underlying the above-noted
theoretical re irementﬁ[ha.l there exists a*set of items which is equally
appropriate, 4.e. provides equal opportunity and motive to learn, for
persons frgm various cultures—may in fact be invalid.
The re¢search literature concerned with the assessment of general
\ ability dnd more specific skKills in cross-cultural settings and the literature
tned with definitions of intelligence arjd the identification of
cognitive prpcessés were studied carefully. number of alternative
approaches and possible models-suggested themselves as a means of
tapping general regsoning ability. In other words there are many skill-
and?task, domains on, the basis of which an individual can demonstrate
his or her general ability. The problem was to dgcide which of the
competing alterngtives should be selected as special points of focus in the
definition of the objectives for the tests. It became apparent that, if an
attempt were made o incorporate most possible contenders in;’mingle
S, domain of.‘general ability’, as used to be the practice in the design ‘8}”
“-amnibus-type tests of ability'and achievement, confusion might resuft
"

H

concerning what is actually being measured by the test.

A decision was made 10 aim at the, production of a set of smaller tests,
each tapping a carefully defined set of skills, i.e. an aspect of intellectual
functioning. The initial areas to be covered by the tests will essentially be
those traditionally covered in accredited individual intelligence tests, €.g
the Army Beta, Binet, Wechsler tests. The fact that these tests were
carefully designed ang Standardized, and the vast amount of available

i research concdrning their use as a valid means of assessing intellectual
. functioning, contributed to this choice. It is expected that a number of
the areas covered by these tesis can be utilized te produce separate sub-
tests of relatively homogeneous groups of items, which are expected to
be calibrated separately and also be expressed on one scale of comparable
scores. -, v . -
Among the intellectual skills;to be covered in the initial tests are bastc
perceptual andconceptual abilities analysis and synthesis «skills,
comprehengip.v{gnd rule applicatioa, visual and auditory memory, and
congentration. Technically the types of items envisaged include picture
completion, series completion, picture arrangement, figure formation,
perceptual -analysis and synthesis of patterns, and various symbolic
items. Limited feasibility studies of such item types have been conducted
during 1980-81. The preseny intention is that the tests be Rasch
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calibrated. Pussibilities concerning appropriate progsedures for this ha
« dlso been inyestigated. The age of the target population for t e test
ranges from approximately 8 years 016 years

. — .
Publications and Papers . -~

Rowe, H A1l Measuring the Mature of Performance Differences. A
Process Approach  Resources n * Educanon, ‘May 1981 (ERIC
Microfiche ED 196 962)

Rouwe, H A H Structural and Dynamic Componenls of lhe Problem
Solving Process Paper presented at the 8th Annual Experimental .
Psychology Conference, Adelaide, May 1981.

Rowe, H A1l WISC-R and WISC' A Study of Redundancy and
Structural Comparability Resources in Education, May 1981 (Eric
Microfiche ED 196 961)

o>

r2

Maintenance of Psychological Tests
Josephine € Jenkinson, Meredith J Sﬁears

- (This project was funded by ACER’s income from sales.) -

This s g continuing projectinvolving the revision mu uflating of ACER
tests.and muanuals, and_ the adaptation and uolletuon of data on selected
overseas (ests. .
Contributions of data from test users made 16 possible to complete the
- renorming of the Revised Minnesota Paper Form Bouard Test, und a
revised manual was subm@t€d for publlcallon at the end of 1980. The
myjor project fullowing this was a reyision and renorming of the ACER
Word Knowledge Test Adult Form B, originally developed in 1932 as
part of the ACERSilent Reading Tests An qtem analysis carried out with
Year 10 and Year 11 students indicated that so few items were stll v
satisfactory that further work on Form B alone could not be justified. o~
Twacompletely new trial furms have now been gassembled using the four
original forms of the Word Knowledge Test as an “imtial item _Jpool,
adapting and rewrniting where necessary These will be field tested in
sthools with the aim of producing a new forin of 75 to 80 itéms, und a
sevond shorter form 1f there are sufficient satisfactory items
Work un overseas tests included preparation’of a brief validity report
. vo the®ieneral Clerical Test for publication in the ACER Bulletin Jor
"o AP hologists, an Australian adaptation of the (Jeneml Clerical Test which
15 NOW being printed, and preparation of repldxemenl items approprigte
for ‘Ausiralian use for the newly- pubhshed Weuhsler Aduit Intelhgence
Scate —Revised. et

P

Validation Studies of Intermediate Level Tests

The new ACER Intermediate Test F was normied, using a national
sample of Australian students,.in April 1981 About 1200 students from
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three age levels—10, 12, and 14 years—were tested Norms for the
manual will therefore be based on data collected at both the begmmng
and end of-the school year.

A validation study was also carried out 1 April 1981. Abopt 400

. students, again from the three age levels—10, 12, and 14 vyears,

completed the ACER Intefiediate Test F, the Jenkins Non-Verbal Test,

and either the ACER Intermediate Test A or D Ip this way performance

can be compared on the old and new forms of the Intermediate Level
‘General Ability tests and also with a non-verbal measure.

Tests, Publications, and Papers ° -
Revised Minnesota Paper Form Board Test. Manual. (Revnsed edition).
Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER, 1981. . -

TESTING SERVICES AND T’ROGRAMS

L)

Austrahan Scholastic Aptltude Test (ASAT)
Graeme Wl!hers George Morgan Allyson Holbrook

R - N ]
(Thus program was funded from income from users )

The ASAT SeTies J has been prepared for administration to the Year 12
populations, as is usual, in the Australian Capital Territory, Western
. Australia, and Queensland. No changes were made to fermat or
structure, and the test will again be printéd in the user States as in
" . 1979-80.

No national seminar was held this ‘year.' user representatives met in
Melbourne in February to discuss finance and directions The annual
= report on ASAT H was tabled together with an interim report on ASAT |

» ‘and a further research paper on item chaining. -
Item preparation and editing for Series J took place, and trial testing
was canducted in New Zealand, n March 1981. .

Tests, Publications, and Papers

. Report on'the 1980 ‘Australian Scholastic Apmude Test (ASAT Series 1)
Hawthorn, Victori®: ACER, 1980.

Austrahan Scholasnc Aptitude Test: Series J. Hawthorn, Victoria? ACER,
1981. .

ASAT Special Testmg Progra‘m
Noel McBean Evelyn Watson

(Th;s program was funded {rom income from users.)

Tertiary institutions oﬂ"eyng courses for mature-age students have
continued to make use of the two-hour versions of the Australian
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Scholastic Aptitude Test. i5 this program, ACER supplie?te"sts on hire at
dates%pecnﬁed by individua! institutions Subsequently papers are
marked at the ACER and scores reported back to the institutions. Data
based on scores are cofnpiled for the total group of users as well as for
individual institutions. Minor variations in procedure are allowable |
within the program. For instance. one institution continues to use a
three-hour versiont of the test The produttion of new tests to replace
existing tests 5 under way.

o

Australian Law Schools Entrance Test  ° -

)
Graeme Withers .

= -

{Thus project was funded by the law schools of the Universities of Melbourne and
New South Wales, Monash Liniversity. and the Australian Nautonal Umiversity )

The first stage of the projec‘t‘.:oncluded with the publication of Series C of
this test and ils admimstration to special entry candidates for ali
participating law schools except the University of New South Wales. The

< tesing took place between November 1980 and March 1981
No plans have been drawn up fer a second stage as yet, aJthough some

discussions with the Victorian universities have taken place

Tests, Publicanons, and Papers

Australian Law Schools Entrance Test Series C. Hawthorn, Vlctona
ACER, 1980 $

e

Co-operatlve Scholarshlp Testing Program

Lvelyn Watson

- >
7

(This program was funded from income from users )
. 9
This program has been conducfed since 1962 for a number of
. independent schools in all Australian States It provides a battery of tests
at two levels. Level 1 for entrance to secondary school, Level 2 for
continuation beyond either Year 8 or Year 9 (depending on the State)
The areas examined at Level 1 are Written Expressnon Humanities, and
Mathematics. At Level 2. a Science component is included with the
Mathematics. The overall regulation of the program resides 1n a policy
committee representing indeperident schools and the ACER The
administration of the program, including development of tests, test
marking, and score reporting is carried out by the ACER Test scores, .
standardized by level and by State, are returned 10 sChools The use
Jmade of these scores vanes, but it provides an |mportant elemenl in
assessing scholarship candidates. -
In 1981, more than 12000 candidates registered for scholarships

2 : . .
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offered by 114 schools. The vandidates saneither a participating schools
or at one of the 51 country centres or 50 overs€as centres set up by the
ACER. The tests used this yeaf are the last of a new seriés which was
developed over the years 1977 to 1979. >

Development of.tests for the next series. due to be used in 1985, was
commenced to enable test items to be tried out by subjects ineligible to
sit for the schglarship tests

Miscellaneous Testing Services
Noel McBean, Diana M Bradshaw- . " .t

(This program was funded from income from users and income from sales.) #

ETS Testing Program ‘

The ACER has centinued to arrange and supervise examinations for the
Educagional Testing Service, Princeton, New Jersey. This resulted in 18
Saturday testing sessions, two Sunday and one Monday special testing
sessions. A total of 311 candidates were tested. Many of these candidates

sat for the Graduate Management Admission Test. Arrangements have -

now been made for Deakin University lo-test candidates for theit
business administration course. This leaves ACER with more
manageable numbers of prospective oyerseas sgudents.

Psychological Corporation Testing Program

The organization of the Miller Analogies Testing continued on behalf of
the Psychological Corporation. Thirty-two candidates were tested and
results repotted; 12 of these were tested at the ACER. The remainder
~were tested by psychologists interstate.

Other Testing Programs Z

A number of small test marking and analysis tasKs have been
undertaken. They include provision of results and scaled scores to the
Victorian Railways and provision of results to the Queensland Electricity”
Board. Further trial tests were marked and analysed for the Committee
on Overseas Professional Qualifications and*results for final versions

_—were supplied. The compilation of normative data on mathematics tegts

used by the Victorian Nursing Council was completed. In addition,
scholarship papers were provided and scored for independent schools in
the Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program which have candidates at
levels p;% covered by that program.

AN
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PROGRAM OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION
SERVICES -~

Australian Education Index
Margaret A. Findlay. Elspeth Miller

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.) ° .
This project continued to provide access to educational information by
way of the quarteely publication, the' Australian Education Index and the
. AEII data base which is available at present for on-line searching through
. . the network, AUSINET. *

Over 2000 items were indexed and added to the file during the period
under review, As well as the traditiona?material such as monographs and
journal articles, the editors consider, for inclusion in the systems, items
such as educational tests and unpublished research reports\Eroduced by
university faculties and research sections of State “Fdwcation
Departments. - ,
‘ One area of concern ts the-omission of theses submitted and accepted
for higher degrees in.Australian universities and Colleges of advanced

TJ\ education in the field of education. It is difficult to obtain copies of theses .
for indexing, and detailed and reliable subject indexing is impossible
without reviewing the text or a comprehensive summary of the
document Co-operation is being sought from university librafies to
supply summatries of relevant theses and to assist in the compilation of
. “an additional annual publication, Bibliography of Education Theses in
Australia. Entries will be included in the AEII data base.

During the year, assistdnce was extended to the New South Wales
Department of Education for the compilation of the second edition of
Guide and Index to Selected Materials by the Curriculum Information
Project and also to the, TAFE National Clearinghouse in South Australia
for the compilation of the second edition of Initiatives in Technical and
Further Education.

Publications

. Australian Education Index (M.A. Findlay and E. Miller, Eds). Vol. 23 (3
and annual cumrqulation). Vol. 24(1,2). Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER,
1980~81. -

. Australian Education Review

Jobn P. Keeves

N

. (This project was included 1n the ACER Core Program.)

Efforts ha)'e been made during the period under review to plan
sufficiently in advance to ensure that numbers of the Australian

ERIC g -
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Education Review are published regularly While two numbers have been
published durng the period under review, neither was prepared apd
written within the ACER by staff of the Council

set: Research Information for Teachers
Peter Jeffery

(This project was funded by ACER’s income from sales) . :

The second issue of set for 1980 was well received and the proportion of
Australian material was on the increase as availability of this publication
became known to potential authors. The set advisory committee 18~
almost complete with represeratives from all States beginning to
sumulate both the flow of items relevant to readers in their areas and the
use of the information package by teachers. A number of college and
university lecturers have begun to support and use set with their
students. Very few baek numbers of ser remain for sale

Publicity to establish the 1981 subscription list was reasonably -
effective and it ‘'was expected that when set 1981(1) appeared in May
(mmediately after advertising in the 4CER Newsletter) circulation would
exceed 1980 levels. However the project received a severe setback when
the first issug for 1981 was held up in the long-runming Port of
Melbourne industrial dispute. -~

The report of the preliminary study of the impact of ser conducted by
J.M. Owen and K. Hall of Melbourne State College was valuable for the -
guidance it provided for future development. A further study isnowin
progress. ) '

~

. General Information Services

Philip A. McKenzie, Robin G. Rowlands (Honorary ‘Staff Member), John P
Keeves . ‘

R

{This project was included in the ACER Core Progrim.)

A report has been prepared which examines from an economic
perspective the recurrent education debate and the applicability of the Q
recurrent education concept to the Australian education and labour
market sectors, The report is currently being revised for publication as a
research monograph. .
Three issues of State Institute News have been produced,and circulated
with the ACER Newsletter to provide information on the activities of the
’ State Institutes and to keep their members informed of impottant
developments within the ACER.

Information concerning Australian research in the area of pre-school
education was prepared and forwarded to the United Kingdom for
inclusion in an international.publication on this subject..

' ~\ 55
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A Second Report on the Entry of Students into Courses for the Pre-
service Education of Teachers and into Other Types of Tertiary
Education was prepared and will be included as an appendix to the final
report of the Asche Committee

In addition, a paper was prepared under the title ‘The Transition from
School to Work, to Further Training and to a Constructive Adult Life’
for the conference on ‘Youth, Employment, Education and Training’

t conducted in Canberra by The Academy of the Social Sciences in

Australia and The Centre for Economic f’olicy Research at the

Australian National University. This paper gave an account of the

ACER s program of research and the findings from that research which

. were relevant to the issues raised at the conference.

Publications and Papers * .

Keeves, J P. The transition from school to work, to further training and
to a constructive adult life. In F. Gruen (Ed), Youth, Employment,
Education and Traiming: Report of a Jont Conference held by The
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and The Centre for Econonmic
Policy Research. Australian Natonal Universiy. Canberra. The Centre,
1981.

McKenzie, Phillip A Unemployment and Recurrent Education. An
Economic "Perspective. Paper presented at the AARE Annual
Conference, Sydney, November 1980.

.
* .

ke

-~ LN
< Library ) ., . |
Margaret A Findlay (Librarian), Christopher J Cook. Elspeth Miller, Lula
Psthiakos ’ " :

. {The library was funded n part from the Core G;anl‘ but fargely from ACER’s
income from sales )

Library usage by staff has continued at a high level and, during the
period under review, 6500 items were borrowed from the cellection. A
concentrated effort has been made during this period to ensure that the
collection is relevant to the information needs of the present research
staff At June 1981, the overall collection had increased to 17 700
volumegs with an average monthly growth of 90 titles. ®
Interlibrary co-operation continues to .reflect the value of the
collection in the field of education in Australia. During 1980 reyﬁ)for
interlibrary Joans from other libraries totalled 1900. 4
Computerized information retrieval services have been used to
supplement the detailed reference and information work performed by
the library for the research staff of the ACER. Searches are processed
_through the bibliographic data bases in the Australian network
\ AUSINET and the Lockheed Dialog network in USA by using the dial-
up link and terminal recently acquired by the library.

56

El{fC‘ Go . . - ‘

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

’



-

PROGRAM OF SURVEY AND PSYCHOMETRIC
SERVICES .

(3:
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Survey Research Services

Malcolm Rosier. Kenneth N. Ross, Stephen Fanish, Mark Wilson

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program. Mr Fanish and Mr Wilson
were seconded from the Victorian Education Department.)

Advice and assistance in various aspects of survey tesearch are provided
by the unit to members of the staff and to certain research workers n
other institutions. The unit also maintains the ACER Sampling Frame,
which is a list of all primary and secondary schools in Australia with
associated student enrolment figures. .

Studies in §ample Design . ~

These studies are investigating variance gstimation techniques for a
variety of complex sample designs and the statistics which are derived
from such designs. The statistics under investigation are norm-
refetenced and criterion referenced reliability coefficients as used in
educational aqd’ psychological testing situations .and correlation and
regression coefficients as used in multiple regressfon analyses.
, The techniques which have been investigated as applicable to the ™
sample designs and statistics are Balanced Repeated Replication, the
Jackknife procedure and Taylor linearization. The use og a Jackknife
estimate as the initial inplt to the Taylor linearization technique has also
: . these_estimation procedures are being

S

Using‘compuger'software developed for the studies, much of the
analysis has been carried out, with the collation and interpretation of
results to be completed. . -

N

compared with actfiéflp empirically obtained values for variance.

Publicatons and Papers

Rosier. M.J. The sampling désign and execution. In @.W._ Bassett,
Teachers in Australian Schools 1979. Melbourne: Australian College of
Education, 1980, Appendix 2:

Wilson, M. Adventures in Uncertainty. An Empirical Investigation of
the Use of a Taylor’s Series Approximation for the Assessment of
Sampling Errors in Educationql Research. Hawthorn, Victoria® ACER,

, 1981. {(mimeo.) .
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Australian Educational Data Archives

Malcolm Rosxer L.

& A

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.)

Asindicated in the 1979-80 ACER Annual Report, a report was prepared
describing the need for an adequate system for developing archives of

. data obtaygped in major Australian educational research studies. The

-4

“

Jusnﬁcaug‘i: for the system was secn to lie “in the accountability of
researchyworkers fof the public funds used in the collection of data, and

__inthe reduction of requests to schools for the use of students in surveys

It was proposed that a’centre be estgblished, with a minimal level of
funding, td_ensure that sets of data submuitted to the archives system
were well orgamzed and accompanied by adequate documentation? and”
that regular catalogues should be prepared for distribution to
educational research workers in Australia and overseas, which described
the nature and availability of the entries in {He archives system. It was
further propgded_that a serigs of workshops be held 1n major cities in
Australia in order 10 introduce the system to potential users, including
those who would be.submitting data to the system and those who would
be using archived data for secondary analyses.

The report was submitted to various persons for advice and comment,
and the response to the proposal for d' ahian Data Archives System
was very favourable It was scen to bd megtingy fundamental need of the
research community Preparations were li'\ere' re made for preparing a
rexised version of the report. 2

However, 1t was intended that the system wguld be supported during
the next phase of development by the Education Research and

“
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Development Committee, which had initially provitded @ grantforam———

advisory committee to discuss the issues, under the chairmanship of
Professor Jonathan Anderson of Flinders University..Because of the

* closure of the ERDC, no further action has been taken on the proposal

for the establishment of the Australian Educational Data Archives
System, which has meant that'the final report has not been prepared dlLE]
the prOposed workshops have been cancelled. -

ASAT Validation Studies ) j > '
Gco.rge Morgan
(This project was included 1n the ACER Core Program.)

THis project aims to assess the psychometric properties of the Australian
Scholastic Aptitude Test, and to provide allvice on its use.

During the past year, the main concern of this project has been with
the validity of the special ASAT tests as instruments for..selecting

« Maturc-age entrants to tertiary courses Compansons have been made
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between the performances of mature-age applicants and Year 12
students who make up the normal intake to tertiary courses Various
“psychomeltric properties of the special ASAT forms have been estimated
from composite test data of Year 12 students.

-

Studies in Criterion Referenced Measurement

* George Morgan

@

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.)

An on-going activityzof this project is to keep the ACER abreast with
important developments in the field of criterion referenced
measurement and testng. Assistance was given 1o projects with the
interpretation of criterion referenced test data. . :

— A particular concern was to determine whether it is feasible to develop
a statistical procedure which could be used to assess examinee
performance over a period of time, that combined principles of decision
theory and Rasch based latent trait measurement. Available results
showed that such a procedure could be used to monitor performance
levels of examinees at different times in the period, allowing current
performance measures to be linked to measures of performance at earlier
times, so that measures were directly comparable. This preliminary
investigation is to form the basis of a more extensive study which will be
reported upon at a later'date. .

An additional concern of this project “was the preparation for
publication, by the ACER, of the papers presented at the 1980,
Invitational Seminar on the Improvement of Measurement in Education
and Psychology. Under the editorship of Rrofessor D. Spearritt, of
Sydney Universily, the papers have been edited” and collated for
publication towards theend-of 1981 *

1

T

* Statistical Analysis and Psychometric Services
Christopher J. Lokan (until 13 February 1981), Jeffery J Clancy .

(This project was included in the ACER Cose Program.)

The ACER inhouse computer provides a facility for on-site data
processing as well as a remote job entry system to the larger IBM/370
computer operated by I€I. During the ‘year the system has been fully
documented and existing statistical analysis programs have been
updated. Several new routines, including a SORT procegg;e have been
added to the system.

The on-site facility has been augmented by the installation of a,
terminal to the Swinburne College ¢f Technology FACOM computers
Access to this system has substantially increased ACER’s computing
capability. Negotiations are now under way for a second line to the
FACOM and for an eventual RJE link to that-system. :

, . / 59
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PR9€RAM OF ADVISORY SERVICES - <

E/ucatlonal Advisory Services )

. Peter Jeffery, Barbara Johnson

11

. ERI!

. . '
. .

(The )cosl of Advisory Semces was met enurely from ACER’s income from
sales.

Perhaps the most-inportant aspect of the work in Fducational Advisory
Services is providing advice to enquiring teachers and other educational
personnel. Much of this advice is provided in response to letters,
telephone calls, and'individuals visiting ACER. However, advisory staff
are réceiving increasing numbers of requests’ to run seminars and
workshops for all teacher groups. Nine of these seminars were held in
Victoria last year. One seminar, initiated by the ACER, was held in
Sydney, and was most successful both in establishing contact with
teacher centre persomiel and in providing information about the ACER.
It is evident that ACER’s location in Melbourne is responsible to a large
extent for the demand from Victoria. It could be assumed that a similar
demand would come from other States if ACER’s services were as well
known as they are in Victoria. Plans are being made to hold seminarg in
other stafe capitals and some country areas, and it is hoped this will
enable the ACER to increase advisory staff and teacher interaction.

~ One attempt to increase this interaction is through provision of spec al
ACER displays to educational centres in different States. Displays have
been prepared for NSW regional education centres, and great interest
has been shown by these centres. Victoria and Queensland will recelve
displays in 1981-82 In addition, displays have been provided on requeést
for a variety of educational meetings throughout Australia.

The revised ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educational ~Tests and
Materials, which was pubhshed in June, has been improved to provide
information on test selecnon a glossary of terms used in the catalogue,
and photographs of tests and materials. In addition, dpdate mailings have
been continued to current hoiders of the Annotated Catalogue.

The ACER Newsletter continues to create/mterest and its mailing list is
mcreaslpg Steadily ltems in the Newsletter stimulate many requests for
. Project News reports from people wishing to keep abreast with current

projects. . .

Publications and Papers
» ACER Newsletter No. 39, No. 40, No 41.

ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educational Tests and Materials.
AC ER‘EducalionaI Catalogue. -

v
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Psychological Advisory Services : ) SRR

Diana M Bradshaw. Josephine C. Jenkinson

{The vost of Advisory Services was metentrely from ACER's income from sales )

During the year. there was a substanual rise in the number of telephone
enquiries. This was probably le to some extent to the large increase in
applicants for registration wi e ACER as test users. The total number
of applications processed during the_year was 597 as compared with 417
for 1979-80.

An annotated blbhography of neuropsychologlcal tests was updated to
meet the growmg demand for tests in ‘what has become a rapidly
expanding area. A new annotated bibliography of tests of social and
vocational competence 1n special education, another rapidly expanding
area of lesting. was compiled to reduce the time involved in answering
enquiries concerning such tests. - o

Two 1ssues of the ACER Bultenn for Psychologists were prepared. The
February 1981 issue gave prominence to tests published by the

Psychologlcal Corporation and the Institute for Personalny and Ability )

Testing.

In addition to the routine activities concerned with advnsmg on tests
and their use, staff receive.many enquiries from parents and members of
the public concerning educational and psychological matters. In the
apparent absence of other sources of information, many callers have
been advised to nng the ACER. These calls would, on average, number

15 a week and people are referred by a large range of organizations and -

individuals. It.would seem that the ACER is seen as a_source of
information on a wide variety of topics “ranging fg/m educational
statistics to vocational guidance.

7/
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PUBLISHING

Don Maguire, Marcel Leman, Bronwyn Hay, Craig Dowsett '
4
AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION REVIEW

. -
During the past 12 momhs two issues of the Auslrallanjducauon Review
have been pubhshed and it is hoped during the coming years to ensure
that the review is issued on a more regular basis using, in the main,
contributions from persons outside the staff of the ACER.

Publications,

Crittenden, Brian S. Changing ldeas in Australian Education. Some Key
Themes since 1960. (Australian Education Review No. 14). Hawthorn.
Victoria: ACER, 1981, N

Karmel, Peter H Education into the Eighties: Some More Economic Aspects
of Education. (Australian Education” Review No. 15). Hawthorn,
Victoria: ACER, 1981

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

After nearly 25 years during which the editoral responsibility of The
Australhian Journal of Education was held at the University of Sydney, first
by Emeritus Professor W.F. Connell and more recently by Associate
Professor R L Debus, the editorship of the Joucnal passed to Professor
K Marjoribanks of the University of Adelaide. The Council expresses its
thanks to Professors Connell and Debus and their colleagues at the
University of Sydney, in particular to Mrs Vija Sierins, for their notable
contribution to Australian education through the preparauon of the
Journal.

The transfer of the production of The Australian Journaloj Educanonto
the ACER has been managed without the necessity for increases in staff.
With the editor’s ful] co-operation, a good working arrangement has
been set up which has allowed the new format to be developed, and 1t is
anticipated that these prdcedures will result n speedy and_efficient
production of future numbers of the Journal.

PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES

. The first full application of the system of direct transfer from word
processor disk to typeseltmg was used for the praduction of ACER's
hxstory The Australian Coum‘il/br Educational Rz’sear(h 1930-80by W F.
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Connell. Publication was completed within six weeks of the receipt of the
final manuscript This was in good time for the presentationtto the
President at the ceremony held to celebrate ACER''s 50th anniversary
The system has since been used in other. publications such as Education,
Change and Souety edited by Peter Karmel and Becormung Better Parents
by Maurice Balson. The latter titles illustrate the flexibility required of
both the typesetting systern and the design requirements of the Division
A good deal of effort 1s expended in fitting the design o the tltimate use
of the publication.

At the request of the library, the layout of the Australan Education
Index Wwas redesigned to allow a more economical use of space for
computer typesetting transfer. This has gone some way lo compensate
for the large increase in the humber of items being indexed.

The Division has been required to design and produce ,,merc/
alvertising literature this year. An example is that for Becoming Better °

Parents. As this utle was aimed primarily at the bookshop market, a
different promotional approach was arranged, This required production
\of full-colour posters and brochures and the provision of display bins

Books, Reports, and Periodicals Published

‘ (a) Book's and Reports .

Changes in Secordary School Mathematics in Australia 1964-1978 by
Malcolm J. Rosier (ACER Research Monograph Ne. 8).

Oracy n Austrahan Schools by S.F. Bourke, M.L. Clark, D.F Davis,and F
Holzer (ACER Research Monograph No. 9) including Appendixes on
microfiche. — ’

School and Work in Prospect. M-year-olds in Australia by Trevor Williams,
Margaret Batten. Sue Girling-Butcher and Jeff Clancy (ACER Research
Monograph No. 10). o <

Education and Employment. Expectations and Experierices “of Students,
Graduates, and Employers by Warren Jones-TACER Research
Monograph No. 11). - . Mx”‘* .

The Evaluation of Staff Development inAFETA Summary of the Reports by
Adrian Fordham and John Ainley. ~ .

MathemancsEvaluation Procedures K-2 (for use by teachers yith children
in Years'K-¥) by North Sydney lafants’ Mastresses’. Coungil

The Austthan Council for Educational Reseatch 1930-80by W F Connell

Becoming Better Parents by Maurice Balson. ‘

Education, Change and Society edjted,by”Peler Karmel.

(b) Periodicals« - .

ACER Newsleter edited by Peter Jeffery

.No. 39 July 1980. No. 40 November 1980, No. 41 April 1981,

Ausiralian Education Index compiled by Margaret A Findlay and Elspeth
Milter :
Vol 22 No. 2 June 1980. Vol. 22 No. 3 September 1980, Vol. 2;
Cumulation 1980.7Vol. 23 No. 1 March 1981. Val 23 No. 2 June 198}’

Bulleun for Psychologists edited by Diana Bradshaw,. -

- , 6}
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No. 28 August 1980, No. 29 February 1981.
Australian Education Review ‘ ‘
No 14, Changing Ideas in Australian Educauon Some Key Themes'since
1960 by Brian Crittenden.
No 13, Educaton in the Eightes: Some More Economuc Aspecls of
Education by Peter Kary(/j :
Australan Journal of Educfition edited by Kevin Marjoribanks
Vol 24, No 2 Augus{1980, Vol 24, No 3 October 1980, Vol 25No.1 -
April 1981.
State Institute News
No. 1 July 1980, No. Z November 1980, No 3 April l98g N

(c) Advisory Services Publications

ACER Educational Catalogue 1981 and Price List.

ACER Psychological Catalogue 1981.

ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educationadl Tests and-Materals 198 1.
ACER Personnel Catalogue 1981.

Annotated Booklist.  » . +

Tests Published .
F. 3

(a) Testing Se'rvices. - , . - -

Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program. Candidates Registratidn Form,
Candidates Hformation Bulletin, List of Centres, Tests. Written
Expression, Levels | and 2. Mathematics, Level 1. Mathematics and
Science. Level 2, Answer Booklet. Levels 1 and 2.

Austrahan Scholastc Apntade Test Series J. Book 1, Book ll and WA

seversion Photographic masters forwarded to States for publishing,

dustrahan Law Schools Entrance Test Series C Test‘Booklet dnd\nswer
Sheet. b

[

(b) Diagnostic Tests, Achievement Tests, and Teaching Aids

Progressive Achievement Tests (NSW) Score Key for- Machine Scorable
Answer Sheet for Reading Confprehension and Reading Vocabulary ¢
Tests, Forms A and B and Supplement to Handbook

ACER Chenustry Test ltem Collection (CHEMTIC) Year 12 Supplement.

Program for A4ssessing Youth Employment Skils (PAYES) (Austrahan
Expenmenlal Edition) Booklets 1. 1l and 1H, Manual, Directions for
AdminStration, Scoring and Individual Profile Booklet

Revised Minnesota Paper Form Board Test: Manual. (Revised edition).

Reprints - ’

There were 255 separate repripts during the year. |n‘uludmf;'l’hllumhropu |

Trusts m,A ustraha (Thitd edition) |
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) DISTRIBUyON SERVICES
Ernic Mcliroy, Alan Wilkins ’

~ The financial year 1980-81 was one of many anxieties and uncertainties.

. and only in the closing weeks of this period was it clear that a satisfactory

~a,  level of trading would be maintained However, the delay in receipt of

copies of ser and other items from overseas as a cqnsequence of

industrial troubles on the Victorian wharves resulted in a substantial

shortfall in the value of goods supplied, in spite of the fact that, for many
items? orders were held at the close of the financial year. <,
Mr Eric Mcliroy tendered his resignation as officer in charge of the
Distribution Services Division from 3 July 1981 after nearly 19 years of
service with the ACER. During that period Mr Mcllroy saw the Division
grow quickly through the easy years of the agency for Science Research
Associates to the years when the ACER produced curriculom matgrials
{or the school market to the current period of financial constraints. The
Council is gratefyl to him for a long eriod of loyal service and for the
careful and accurate manner in which he supervised the affairs of the
Diviston. In retirement Mr Mcllroy will be undertaking part-time '
employment and the ACER wishes him every succeSspin his new
* position. The ACER has been fortunate to have recruited o the staff Mr
lan Horton from a similar position with the Victorian Commercial
Teachers Association.

4 -
e
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FINANCE .

The grants received from the Commonwealth and State Governments
amounted to a combined total of $638 000 While this sum represented
an increase above the level of the previdus year, it was significantly less
than the level of inflation that had operated during the 1979-80 financial
year and made no allowance for the substantial,increases in the salaries -
of all staff that have occurred in the current..financial year. As a
consequence it has been necessary to reduce the number of staff
employed under the core grant and thus the program of work being
undertaken from this source of funds. The coming financial year is

iewed with considerable uncertainty. .
.- , "“\
. - ' ..
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- Contributions to Council Funds

The Council acknowledges, with thanks, the following congibutions

received during the financial year ending 30 June 1981:

Australian Governments: General Grants for Research .

Contmonwealth.
New South Wales
" Victoria

Queensland

¢ South Australia -
Western A ustralia

- .+. Tagmania

Northern Territory

Special Grants

Grants to specific projects were made by:
Members of the Association of Australian
Philanthropic Trusts
Australian National University
Cufriculuit Development Centre

Educati®n Research gnd Development Committee

Education Department, Victoria ‘
Untversity of Melbourne Conservatorium
University of Queensland .

and from the State Education Departments
* through the Australian Education Council

66
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ACER Staff

(Asat 1 July 1981)

DIRECTOR - | -
John P. Keeves, BSc, DipEd, MEd. PhD, fil dr, FACE,"FASSA ‘
ASSISTANT DIRECTORS . ’

John Fslzard, TPTC, BSc, MEd, PhD, MACE
Trevor H. Williams, BSc, DipEd, BA, MA, PhD, MACE

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

John G. Ainley, BSc, MEd, PhD, MACE. ARACI
Margaret C. Batten, BA, BEd, MACE .

> Bettina Blackall, TPTC, BA, DipEd, MEd, PhD, ALAA (honorary
member of staff) : . .
Sidney F. Bourke, BSc, BA, LittB, MEd, MACE
Jeffery J. Clancy, BA d r—
*Chris Commons, BSc, PhD, DipEd * :
*Douglas T. Couper, BSc(Ed), BSc(Hons) . .

s Marion M. de Lemos, BSc(Hons), MSc, PhD, MAPsS .

*Meredith Doig, BA, DipEd . C L - e

*Stephen-Farish, BSc(Hons), DipEd .

Sue Girling-Butcher, BA, DipMedTech | *

_ Allyson Holbrook, BEc, DipEd®

Faye Holzer, TSTC, BA, BEd

*Lesley Howard, BA, DipEd oS : ,

Warren Jones, BS¢(Hons), PhD, MAPsS -

Janice J. Lokan, BA, BipEd, PhD, MAPsS, MIAAP - B
@ Noel McBean, BA, DipEd (part-time) ) T R
. Phillip A. McKenzi¢, BEc(Hons), DipEd, MEd ’

John M. Mills, BA(Hens), DipEd, MEd
George Morgan, BSc(Hons), DipEd, MSc, MEd .

Kevin J. Piper, BA(Hons), DipEd

Malcoim J..Rosier, BSc, MEd, PhD

Kenneth N. Ross, BSc, MEd

Helga A H. Rowe, BA(Hons), PhD, MAPsS, MIAAP

Rogj)n G. Rowlands, BA, MEd, PhD, FACE (honorary, member of

sta .

Meredith Shears, BA(Hons), DipEd .
Jenny Slater, BA, Grad Dip Sec Studs (part-time)
*Jackie Stanyon, BA (Hons), DipEd

Andrew Sturman, BSc(Hons) .
A. Graharrl Ward, MA, MEd . -




*Lee Waddell, BA, MA, Teaching Credential
Evelyn Watsopn, BA

, "Mark Wilson, BSc(Hons), DlpEd

* Graeme P. Withers, BA, ACTT

* Seconded staff from the Victorian Education Department
v ADVISORY SERVICES

Educational

Peter Jeffery, TPTC, BA, BEd 3
. Barbara Johnson, BA, DipEd, MEd . -

Psychological

# Diana M. Bradshaw, BA, DipEd, MAPsS
Josephine C. Jenkinson, BA, DipEdPsych, MEd, MAPsS

Test Library and Reference Matenals
Pamela Burns (part-time) - 1 B,

LIBRARY,
Margaret A. Fmdlay, BA, ALAA
. Christopher J Cook, BA(Hons), ALAA
Elspeth Miller, BA (Hons), GradDipLib
Lula Psiliakos, ALAA (part-time)
Betty J. Segar (part-time)
LY

‘PUBLISHING

Don Maguire, HNC

Craig Dowsett, Cert App Art = ° — ¢
Bronwyn Hay, BA(Hons) (part-time) i
Marcel Leman . i

" ACCOUNTANCY

Phyllis"M. Staurenghi, BA, BCom i \
Ruth Ambrose
Marie Crisp
Fay Harvey . . .
May Young

® Margaret Palmer

SALES AND DlSTRlBUTlON . ‘
\ Eric Mcllroy -
Alan ‘Wilkins "
Peg-Engellenner (part-time)
Bruce Fulton
. Peter Gale. -~ . )
Stan Gale o

T
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-— Marjorie BaHOGh- —cvsmar o v e e v

N

Jan Gilbert /

Judy Gilder

Peter Gilder : o= o - - - .

Jill Harding . .
Isabel Miller ’ b

Steve O'Neill - . . g
Maisie Peel

John Wilson

SECRETARIES TO THE DIRECTORS

Win Boyce. -
Margaret Taylor <
Yvonne Allen {part-time)

GENERAL SECRETARIAL AND OFFICE SERVICES\

*ean Ramus (part-time)

Carolyn Bretherton

Judith Clark

Merrille Corless (part-time)
Gwenneth Dobell (part-time)
Susan Leith

Gloria Locock

Margaret Miller .

Linda Schmidt (part-time)
Beatrice Sciberras

Carol Shackleton (part-time)

v

CLERICAL'AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS ~
Ruth Jeffery . ‘

Anne Lowry
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State Institutes of Educational Research

Nature and Function

The State Institutes are autonomous.bodies, ¢ach nominating one
representative to the governing body of The Australian Council for
Educational Research, and co-operating Llosely with it when ocgasion
requites. In 1956, at a meeting held in Melbourne, these representatives
formulated the following statemént of the nature and functions of an
Institute In general, as the reports printed later will show, they carry out
the functions in different ways and with different emphases.

The object of the Institiite 15 ta act as a learned hody devoted to the

G.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

promotion of study and research in educatiofi, emphasizing the
scientific study of educational problems., by means-of the following

activities: ~
A Disseminating B
(i) research. either e
(a) the results of spemﬁc pieces of research done by
members; or

{b) repérts on the coliection of research information;
(i) opinion and accounts of practices in education.
B Participating in
(1) the discussion, planning. and criticism of research projects,
(i) the active carrying out of research projects.
C  Establishing areas of contact with other educational groups

Membegilib on Council of ACER

The term of office of an Institute representative on the Council of the
ACER s four years, and the dates of appointment are drranged to
prowde a continuity of membership of the Coungil

G
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NEW SOUTH WALES ' L
Office Bearers £ | :

Patron: Sir Harold Wyndham
President: Mr R. Catts
« Vice- Presidgnts: Dr J. Hatvey, Dr L. Higgins, Dr 1. Smith
Secretary: Mr 1. Burnard
Treasurer: Dr B. Southwell .
Library-Research Oﬂ‘icer Mr R. Philps
elegate 10 ACER: ProfessorJ Keats
? /(ilteman Delegate and Editor of The Austrahen Journal of Educauon
1980): Associate Professor. R. Debus

Advisory Editor of THe Ausirahan Journat ot fducaromDr F-Streppard
Additional Commuttee Members: Associate Professor N. Baumgart, Mr A
Watson, Mr ], Shellard

Co-opted Co%mmee Members: Dr J. Barrett, Ms J. Cust, Ms S§.
Groundwater- Sn}nth Ms G. Macleod, Mr J. Relich

Meetings ,
The theme adopted for the year was ‘Confronting critical issues in
educational research’.
6 March 198t Dr M. .Skilbeck, Curriculum Development Centre,
Canberra, ‘Core curriculum. Implications for curriculum development’
3 April 1981. Dinner meeting, Macquarie University, followed by a panel
discussion and product display of research. Discussion questions Is
there a moral dilemma for educational researchers between relevance
and reputation? Does educational research ever do more than rationalize
~ the status quo? Do data collection methods influence findings? Does
good technology drive out bad theory".’ Panel and interviewers. Dr J.
‘ Barrett * (Assistant “Chairman);* Associate Professor N. Baumgart
(Ghairman), Dr D. Cohen, Dr D. Davis, Professor P. Foster, Mr K.
Johnston, Dr D. Lewis, Dr G. O’Byrne, " Professor H. FPhilp, Dr M
Tenezakis, Professor J. Ward
20-21 May 1981. Joint-sponsored conference initiated by the
Curricylum Research and Development Centre, University of Sydney
The N.}iture and Implications of the Document, Core Curriculum for
Australiar“Schools
18 June 1981. Professor Kung Wei-Yao, Institute of Psychology, Peking,
‘General education in China: A .comparison of what was, what is and
current directions’

Membership
Membership, excluding membershlp through the Newcastle Branch

whose report is submitted separately, is 130 of whom 113 are currently%

financial members. .
>

-
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Publication

During the year the Editor of the Bullenin published the address of Dr
Malcolm Skilbeck. This will appear again the 1981 Bulletn. The 1980
edition 1s expected to be ready by November 1981.

. Newcastle Branch )
*During the year the Execulive, together with members meeting on 18
June. agreed to support the proposal of the Newcastle Branch 1o receive
separate representation upon the ACER Councnl

N

. Annual Pnze

J During the year considerable planring has taken place to increase the
range of tertiary institutions in NSW whose education students might

become eligible for an, educational research prize. It 1s expected new
arrangements will apply in 1982. Prize winners for the 1980 academic
year were: :

Kathleen E. Cook, Macquarie University

Michael R Matthews and Adriene L. Wamwright, Umversny of New
South Wales

Susan C Funnell, University of Sydney

Education Research Funding .

The Institute express€d to the Commonwealth Minister for Education its
e concern at the dissdlution of ERDC and other national education
research funding instrumentalities. Discussiop has laken place on hese
matters with federal political leaders.

Acknowledgments

The Insttute 1s grateful for the support of Mr K Reinhard, Acting
Principal, Alexander Mackie College of Advanced Education and to its
other supporters for their assistance in making possibie the activities of
the Institute during the year >

Financial Statemeht ]
The financial statement shows a credit balance of'$320 for the year ended,
] 10 September 1981.

" NEWCASTLE BRANCH .
Office Bearers : . p
Chairman: Mr T. Nicholas
Vice-Chairmen: Dr E. Braggett, Pr or J. Biggs .
Honordry Secretary: Mr W. Howard Ca
Commuttee Members: Dr R. Rowe, Dr J. Miles, Mr J. Foster
Delegate to ACER: Professor J. Keats
< . o /.‘
s
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Meetings : :

10 Aprl 1981, Combined meetung with the Australian College of
Education and Educational Administration Dr R. Rawlinson, ‘The
structure and work of the Education Commussion of NSW*

28 May 1981 Professor J. Biggs, ‘A survey of tertiary student motives -
and study strategies. A comparison of the Hunter Valley wifh Australian

. norms’ - see s

16 June 198 1. Professor Kung Wei Yao, *The developmgnt of education
in China™

Membership . .
Currently there are 36 members of the Newcastle Branch, 27 of whom

_are financial and nine are either on leave or are yet 10 rénew their

membership

A‘ . -

Financial Statement

The Newcastle Branch had a credit balance of $740.10 on.1 September
1981. .
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VICTORIA.

Office Bearers
President: Dr g Shears _+
ViceMPresident:’Dr G.J Allen, Ms 1. Palmer -
Honorary Secretary: Mr A.J.P. Nattrass
Honorary Assistant Secretary and Membership Officer: Mr K. Hall
Honorar) Treasurer: Mr F, Hindley
. Commuttee: Mrs M Ainley, Mr M.W. Boyce, Mr G.D. Bradshaw, Mr H.
) " Hobbs, Ms A.M Ridsdale, Dr R. Rowlands, Dr G.J. Whitehead
- Editor of Publications: Mr M, W Boyce -

PET Group Representative: Mr T. Holland

Research Group Representative: Mr 1 L. Ball

*J{onorary Auditor: Dr G.J. Allen *

>

Meetings - ' .

27 August 1980 Twenly -seventh Frank. Tate Memorial Leclure
Professor A.H Halsey, University of Oxfgrd, ‘Meritocracy and
secondary education—The casg of twentieth century Britain’
28-30 October 1980. Eighteenth Lecture Series. Mr P. Ruthven, Dr LW,
.. Shears, Mrs T. Gray, and Mr G. Cooper, “Teaching in the eighties—Go
i or woe?
13 March 1981 Annual Meeting.’Mr S.F Bourke and Ms F Holzer, ‘A
report of the development of oracy in Australian schools’
, June 1981 Twe’nly -eighth Frank Tate Memorial Lecture. Emeritus
rfessor R. Selby Smith, ‘The non-government schools: Today and
i 10 ’ . !

Publications

Two issues of the VIER Bulleun, Numbers 45-and 46, were produced

. containing texts of major 'VIER lectures as well as ether papers 4nd
. - reviews,
. s
Research Group
. The majqr progect of this group was the establlshment of“two* specnal.
workingAarties, chaired by Mr D. Fraser and Dr J. Lawrey, witha view
" 10 contnbuting to the ACER’s Invitational Conferenge on, Societal S

Change and its Impact on Education. e N _ \
Primary Education Today Group -
This numerically strong group continued its*series ofmonthly‘mee.,tings'
and was responsible for the organization of the Annual Le2ture Series.

e !

G.S. Browne Prizes -

2 Arrangements were made for the G.S. Browne Pnze I'&/Educalional
Practice, instituted in 1957, to be awarded in conjungfipn with the .
Teacher of the Year Award which is sponsored by ¥The Age, and °
organized by the Education Department of Victoria with the co- |

& !
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operation of the Catholic Education Office and the Association of
Independent Schools.'Fhe award was made to Mrs M Kocher for her
outstanding contribution to multicultural education.

Fiftieth Anniversazy Dinner : .
A dinner to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Institute was held on

Tuesday 18 November, 1980 at Union House, University of Melbourne
Thurty-nine persons attended, including many who had been members of /

the VIER Executive over the 50 years of the Institute’s existence

Professor W.F. Connell defivered the after dinner address and in doing

so gave all present a challenge to examine further the role and function

of the Institute. —

oY
.~
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- QUEENSLAND

Office Beare‘rs
Patron. Mr W. Wood ' ©

* President: Mr P Varley .
Vice-Presidents: Miss ] Bedford. Dr J Cotterell. Mr P. Mascoll
Honorary Secretary: Mrs D Muir '
Honorary Treasurer: Mr R. Skidmore
Executive: Mr N. Alford, Mr C. Fowler. Dr E. Hobbs, Mr R, Warry,
Professor B.H. Watts (intmediate Past President)
Representative 1o ACER: MyN. Alford
Advisory Editor of The Ausiralian Journal of Education: Mt R, Warry
Honorary Auditor: Dr L. Miller s

Meetings

~The-QIER has taken ‘School-basgd evaluation” as its theme for 1981
4 March 1981 Public lecture. Mr R Sadler. Unuversity of Queensland,
*School-based education- Evaluation activities’
16 June 1981 Free lecture/workshop Dr S, Kemmis, ‘School-based
evaluation™

Publications

J Bedford resigned as editor this year to be replace C. owler
Miss Bedford had proved herself to be a most competent editor and it
was with regret that the Executive accepted her rgsignation.

The History of the Queenslangd Insuute for Educ?nional Research—The
First 50 Years was published this year. Mr N. |Anderson, an active
member of the-QIER for a considerable number df years, prepared the
history to mérk the 50th anniversary of the QIER. It serves as both a
synopsis of the activities undertaken and as a means of paying tribute’to
contributions of people associated with the Institute during its first 50

years. N

Financial Statement .

The total funds held on 1 January 1981 were $701.12 apd the surplus for
the year was $331 34 The 1980 increase in membersRy fees to $7 per
year put the financial status of the QIER back o a firm basis and no
further increase was seen as necessary in'1981. ;

N
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Three issues of the QIER Journal were putflished in 1980. The figst issue
ofthe 1981 Journal has been published and the second-i*ﬁierway Mis;/
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Office Be'arers

Pr_es:ziem: Dr B.J. Webber .
Yice-President: Dt A.J. Shinkfield, Dr D.K. Briggs
Secretary: DrrE.R. Sandercock -
Tresurer: Mr D Dent

Commutiee Members: Dr J Langrehr, Ms M. Parslow, Mr D.H. Kuhl; Ms
J. Keightley )
Representanve 1o ACER: Dr B.J. Webber

)

Meetings '
3 MaTel™1981. Annual General Meeting, Joint meeting with the South
Australian Institute of-Eeachers. Professor K.B. Start, Faculty of
Education, University of Mélbourne. ‘Some perspective$ on national
and state testing of student performance and achievement’ -

[}

28 April 1981. This meeting, angt Professor Stufflebearn’s visit to South

Australia, were sponsored by the tertiary education institutions of South
Australia. Professor D. Stufflebeam, Western Michigan Universety,
. 1

*Perspectives 1n educational evaluation’ .

16 June 1981 Mr B. Stanton, Mr J. Emmel, and Mr W. Coonan, Physical
Education Branch, Education Department of * South Australia,
‘Dev%lopmg and ev‘aluaaung physical education in primary schools’
Membership .

There has been a stronger drive this year to increase memb\ership,
supported by the reduced subscriptions to members of SAIER for both
" setand The Austrahan Journal of Education. Membérship currently stands
at 83, a strong improventent gompared with membership from the last
two years. . -

Financial Statement e
At 28 July 1981, the General Account stood at $514.71, the Special
Account, $58.04, and Deposit'Stock, $1000.00.

“

Classroom Research

The South Australian Institute of Educational Research offers limited .

financial assistance (of the order of $100) for classroom research Two

_projects,.one from Keller Road Primary School and the other from
Elizabeth Park Speech and Hearing Centreswere funded in 1980. Both
projects squght the funding for the publishing and distribution of the
evaluations of their respective projects. One report entitled A Study in
Speech Reading and Auditory Perception and their Related Overtones on
Speech Intelligibihity of Hearing-impaired Children has been received, the
other from the Keller Road Primary School has been publis@d, but a
copy has yet to be received, - ' .

A submission was recetved from Karcultaby Area School for support
of their evaluation of a Year 8—10 science course. $100 has been

~ - 7
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. e
allocated to this project Two further submissions are before the
Committee _

With the restrictions of funding from government soutces, there
seems 1o be little access to fundlng for projects of this type and we have

had a lasger number+of enquiries than in previous years.

Letters of Support .

In April, when a stalemate had been reached during the industrial
dispute between the Government of South Australia and the SAIT,
letters were sent lo both parties urging continuing negotiation and
offering assistance for this to happen The letters were cojointly signed by
the Presidents of SAIER, South Austrahan Insutute for Edpéational
Administration, and the Australian Council ducational

dministration. - ’

In July it was regolved to send a letter of support for the WAIER
submission to the Hon. Wal Fife, MP, Minister for Education, seeking
sustained fundmg for educallonal research at a national level.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Office Bearers

Patron: Dr D. Mossenson

President: Dr M L. Clark

Vice-President: Dr A Ryan

Immediate Past President: Mr M. Angus

Secretary/Treasurer: Mr J. Oliver

Comnuttee Members. Dr M Lee, Dr P. Porter, Mt D Tomlmson Dr R
f Underwood. Mr J. Williamson

Meetings

5 March 1981. Annual General Meeting
28 May 1981. Panel: Mr M. Angus, Professor B. McGaw, Mr D.
Tomlinson, Mr M. Cross, Dr M. Clark, ‘Issues on funding educauonal
research The razor's edge’ ‘

Membershxp
In 1981 _there are 63 financial members and 8 honorary members

Prizes

Mt D. Carter, Murdoch University N\

Mrs P. Lawley, Nedlands College of Advanced Education

Miss C. Nelson, Churchlands College -

Miss Y. Passchier, Claremont Teachers College "

Miss C. Patterson, WA Institute of Technology

Miss M. Volaric. Mt Lawley College of Advanced Educauon ‘

Mr R.E. Waugh. University of Western Australia d T

The Institute has a credit balance of $1474.00.

- o

‘ Financial Statement .
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TASMANIA . ’ )

Office Bearers

Chairman: Professor P. Hughes

Secretary/Treasurer: Mr R. Cooper

Comnuttee Members. Mt N Behrens, Mr W. Ransley, Mrs H Hocking.
Mr M. Webberley, Mr M Freestone, Dr B. Caldwell

Meetings ~ :

A meeting-was held at the Southern Teachers Centre on June 26th, 1981
to reconstitute the Tasmanian Institute of Educational Research. Thurty-
eight people attended the meeting and indicated their intention to take

*part in the Institute and a further 12 people wrote to apologize and

indicate their interest. There was considerable discussion on the
funcuons of TIER and the relationships with other organizations. It was
indicated that the Institute would work 1n close co-operation with the
Australian Council for Educational Research. A message from the
Director of the ACER, Dr John Keeves, was read and the meeting
expressed appreciation for the support of the ACER. It was formally
‘agreed to reconstitute the Institute.

The functions of the Institute will centre on the discussion and study
of 1ssues in educational research, with speciaiemphasis on the following
aspects’ ) -

1 the identification of research issues of importance in education,

2 the study of research methods and approaches, and their ethical and
technical implications;

3 the consideration of the implications of the findings of research for

policy and practice! and.

the dissemination of research ﬁndmgs together with discusston on

their applicability to educational ‘problems.

The meeting elected a Committee pro tem. In addition to s own

meetings the Institute plans to publicize other relevant meet such as

the university seminars and spectal activaties of the*Research Branch and

Curriculum Branch of the Education Department The (ntention is to

supplement and support the activities of the other educational bodies

rather than to compete with them.
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

Office Bearers .

Patron: Dr) Eedie . ’
President: Dr N Bowman

Vice-Presidents. Mr J Nichterlein, Mr P. Meere (1980) Dr G Durling

(1981)
Secretary: Ms S. Butcher
Treasurer: Mr M. Hurnell . “

Representative 10 ACER: Dr N. Bowman

Commuttee Members: Mr P. Spinks, Ms L. Richardson, MrG Spring, Ms
B Hutme (1981)

Corresponding Members of set Commuttee. Mr R. Bucknall, Ms B Hulme .
Corresponding Members, for The Australian Jotirnal of Education: Mr ]
Nichtertein. Ms G. Durling -

Meetings

The NTIER was accepted as a“‘r‘r}ember organization of the Professional
Cemre of the Northern Territory in January 1981 Mr M. Hurnell
répresented the lnsmute at the annual general meeting of the Centre
held on 27 February 1981.

27 June 1980. Interest meeting. ‘The formation of an Institute of
Educational Research’

13 August 1980 Inaugutyt meeting. Dr J. Eedle, ‘The proposed NT

University’ . . .
24 September - 1980. Hirst general meeung. Mr S. Saville,
. *Administration and educadon’ . ?

26 November 1980. Mr P. Meere, ‘The process of"becoming a teacher’
and Dr N. Bowmgn, ‘Some camments on the state of educational
research’
16 February 1981. Meeting jointly hosted with the Australian College of
Education. Mr $.S. Dunn, Chairman of ERDC, ‘Slgmﬁcam issues in
. Australian education—current and future’

5 May 1981. Mr H. Macintosh, Secretafy of the Southern Re/qnal
ExaminationasBoard, UK, ‘Testing for mastery’

Tapes of the addresses given by Mr ‘Saville, ‘Mr Dunn, and’ Mr
Macintosh. have been distributed to country menibers.

A tape of an address given by Dr M Skilbeck to the:NSWIER enmled
Core curnculum. Implications for currniculum developmenl has been_
obtained and made a»allablz. for borromng by members of the NTIER

4

Membgrship’
The Institute has 76 financial members. 52 focal members and 24
country members. ¢ . -
, _ . g
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