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92 Nountain Plains Library miatim is pleased 30 be ilavolved in this
poject documenting the countty school experieace. Funding of this project
from the Netional Endowment for the Humanities, o©oat shating and othes
ontridbuticns enabled uk all 20  woX with the several staite-based
Bunsnities Committeds 23 well a8 sany oOther state amd local libraries,
wenclies and interdsted Citizens. We ate deeply impreased not only by the
anzhusissa for this worX by all concerned but by the wealth of experience
brought o beaxr in focusing attetzion on-~and recapturing--this important
pazt of histogy, and Ixw we JOL hate. This prolect seews to identify many
of the r<ots and  “charadter rocmation® of our sovial, political and
sooncmic institutions (n the Weat.

AMroady the mala Proiget 0biactive soems to e wel stimalating librasy

wWage and inccessing ;‘i:@hﬁeﬁ of nigtorical and sti:ﬁs saterials in

this ¢ogicn. public intesest is fizing in regional. state and local

Aistory. Dral bhiatoLy MOgEMAE afe increasing wilth uyrsatesr public

g pacticipation. The study of gensalogy--and the swearch for thia
iaformation-—1s cauding moch {ntarest in consulting——and
presezving—bistorical sateriais. What Das bean started hecre will oot end

with this project. The immediate results will tour the entire reqglon and

be avallable for any wiho sish the program, film, angd exhibit. There will

be me distusaicn of--and sctice oa---the i{ssues involving the husanities

and public policies, past and present. T Mouatain Flains Lidragy -
Association is proud t0 De a partner in  thiz woik, the County Sedhood . -
tegacy. and its contrzidution o undetstanding Mumanitiss on the frontier. , -

- Jopeph J. Andersoa
Nevada State Libracian
Q “ﬁ* mt
[KC RDuntain ?hiak Lidrary Association
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The Country School in Litsraturs -
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7 The Country 3chool Legacy project has besn §m§%f pah}igi%aa
i\fé % will say only that it {a = efght-siate sﬁﬁsavar, 395;3araﬂ by
., the %@us?aiﬁ Plains Lihrarg ia:@cistian md Punied by ths National
Endowment fsr the Huaa§i§133, ‘also that fgr the past ygar and a
half or so, tua associates ané 1 have basa searching out ;g;t
legacy. We have obtalned historiss or mors than a hundred
schools, have Taps-recordsd at least that many paﬁpla, and hava
builteur a conatdarable bibliography. Thas 51-;3:‘. 2ix montns,
Jim 5P§§§§13§ post-in-rasidance at %;yna . Stats, §£n§?s é?gfiila
of Chadron Stats, and I have besn goinz up and down tns land
effaring 3§n§ﬂars of ths subject. \ |
The articlas we have H?iitﬁﬂixﬁ? final report ta book- %;

=

1gngth--, the latters we hava sollecisd, the cassstiis tapes,

-y

mistopical and Blag?agaisai forms, a good ¢alor film, a booklet,

s

and othsr 3 L30lay mater! 333 nave "begn placed {4 the Kearngy 3tate

s“rary for all i
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g

hold,
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Ths tapes, ;sttars, and 30 on @re Interasting, bdut thils
‘#fternoon I will draw on litereture to give the talk [ did

a3l gariise fsay ¥ zould glve. 1 was no:

gen2ral suiiencss would apprecidts thal
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We could beglin with the cauatry BEhoal in,¥urit$n tlmeas,
But why iééx 1n Maasachusstts an:iqui;} ta 1&593 that "In
Adan's fnll; we sinnad all” uhsn sensory, sﬁrﬂabavitlng svidence
1iles all around -us for ;hs,pluciing? Wo will plunge tn & bit ’
later with material a bit rsmovad, althanéﬁ itlwiil still-savor
of Purltan land. Like the Anclent Gieeks, It Js difficult to-
89t completaly away from our gloomy sﬂééatars.fv

volonial Massachusetts sxported its pasdlars, its men of the
cloth, and it? ;sﬁch;és abroads One- fictiomal member was Ichabad
Crane who ;éﬁg?t Lo teach the Sleepy Hcllow schoal in Nau York
amang tgé sturdy, substantial phlsgmatic Duten, §é3i§§3 droningly
Haing out the Bay Baak psalma to his studsnts and” ‘taaching them
thair numbars, Ichabod, an uﬂlé?ﬁlfﬁiﬁiléyfﬁiiﬁ‘g fnams to match,
thianksrad a¥esp the lavély Kiiiiﬁﬁa Van Tassel, or hﬁr Hﬂﬁlfh, or

voth . Saf for fchaﬁad Broa Bonas had atout the sama tnrtarests

.in the Duteh girl. You know who won. Dressad in & garb ancestral

s tha robes of the Ku Xlux Kisn, ha shattsrsd 3 malliow pumpkin

Q

I:R\(ZKiIE? notice {n other aituations, -

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

on Icharoa's haad and this bantshed him ﬁrﬂh\tﬁﬂ area,

He possibly did move farther west and, sinrs he was toajglng

Tar 2 §5§1§%£§‘ it is ﬁéﬁi%gé that (1t couldn’'t have bsan tuwo

hundrad years latsr, for, oul in‘the prairis states, vers

thoysands of single schooltegcher3 a writer Jescribad as 7a mob

of moblls matdens =esdlitating ﬁ;t?i&aégﬁ‘ ;Eﬁiag is é?éfg{héﬁij
Yiawad from a3 lofty olane, one might sep this atory as \f‘?iﬁgiﬁi

numorous barb at hi% fallow New YorKers and their antipathy to

the learning and aggresslvenesa éfitﬁﬁ fg{ England 7im3;sgz=t;§, bur,

looking 4t it fron a considerably lowsl level, one might ¢ melude

u
that !t took /robust person to teach a country schocl, as we will

o



] : i - -
Whittier is a dimmer luminary then Irving in Amkerican
literary history. But for his elasstecal @#ilusions, his pdams
lsck complexity--the summum bonum of contemporary literary studles. |

s Conslasr what Irving Howe amys of his poatry: .
5 His poatic limitations are as transparent 83 his moral
= strengtha., He ylelds himaaelf much too easily to an inaistent
and threadbare didacticlism: he has almost no Lronic distance
. from his own beliefs; he 3lides comfortablv into the senti-
mental; and his verse has a way'of clopping slong, like a
we ll1-brokan horse on a familiar ecountry road,

i

Hoswis atates my feslings pratty wall, T would find it dtfficaltf
to taach Hnittiér's poema, for | don't know what T would find to
say about them {n any extended sense, and there are the require-~
7§§ﬂ§s of the elass perlod. Studsents would have the same p;ablam

in finding critizal issues in tham. 1 recall readineg a volume -

- o » . ) _ = &
of Whittler's anti-aslavery posms ror historical purposes, T was
- . B
~attemouting to discovar his poasition on the lssuas, and it wasn't

hard to determine. He hated slavary. .

*

All of tnils acunowledged, | atill Llus ﬁgrtgiﬂ ol his posms.
fa as be may, howavar, Whittiar left tuo t?it Lﬁugg'ﬁﬂ the :
_esuntey achools. Ones, "Snowbound,” most people recall malaly
by the title, 7 suspect, for who of us !n recsnt yaars has read -

theough 1ts 300 linsa of photomantage’

i

Among that group of Hew Snglenders aluting the stnye around,
whean

The sun that brisl Dacanber day
Hose cheerlass over hills of gray,
And, darkly clrcled gave at noon
A sadder light than wanineg maon,

among that group sat one, "Brisk wlelder of tha birch ant rule,/
"The master of the dlatriet school.” His was a youthfuyl, lsughing .
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face on which ”éearﬁe tppegred/Th? uncertain‘praé&egyiot besrd."

A-'refuges from tha "wild” Northern hills of New Hampshire wnere

¥

e ¢ h .
sat Dartmouth, he was even more than thres perscns in ane, He

*

was a }isiinist, a sehglnr, a raconteur, and & moonlighter, fqé
)

he_"could daff at esss his scholar's gown/To peddle wares from

town to tcwn.

In this frispdly sccount, sne misses threats against tﬁa
teacher ssen {n Irving's Sleeoy Hollow and in others we will take
note of later, Still, If the téacher was a "obrisk wieldar of
the birch andirulg;" it {3 po~sible thet in the sltarmath if the
snouatcrw ‘& part Hﬁittiﬁt dnesa‘t includs, with & second, clesr
dawn egnina, the youngsters' animel scirits, in ‘tow uwhiir st hﬁﬁ&,

te unleashed
might unkesskh-thef 4t achool, @nd we would then have our vialence,
ﬁa;, suzh has to te idls speculatlony These gguagﬁzgrs, ir
Quaker l1ike Whittier, would surely ﬁasr benn prﬁmpt&d t5 behave
in accordance with tha wild,. fnner 11 E,é ‘ﬁﬁ 911 posasszad,

nfit having E=en nurtursd on the Cﬁnsgﬁtzzn that, "In Adar‘a

fall, we sinned all.” Suppoaa?

: -
. 7 7 : + thouent of
In a posm, "In School Days,” Wnittlar/eariler daya: oceasioned

by aes'ng tha sehnolhouse e once atterded, "a ragged tagghar
aéﬁﬁﬁﬁg,“ he rallad 1t. Tre old rulidine recalls ta his elnd the
who walked homeward with him after achaa! hours. Hee 300t
nand's lleht carressing” the post, sre conlessed,
"ft'm sorry that I spelt the ward:
I hate o wo abuve 3Qu§

Becauss,” the Erown eyes jower fell,
"Bacause you zes [ love yjou!”
, 7

%

*
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’ ..
Although t%f grasgses on her grave had "for forty years been,
growing," Whittler remepberad her In reflecting-- ’

He Iives to learn, in life's hard seﬁocl, ST \\
Hew few who pass above him

Lawent their triumph and his loeas,
Like hor,--bgc;usc they ‘love him,

*

These two werse ﬁ&:ti}gic, sentimentsl, gentle poems.and convay

-]

thelr thoughte in a,;g}gﬂ recoseful manner, but still without .
the humor of "The Legend og Sleepy Hollow." But, to another
Qri:e;, this time Edward Eggleston whose 11fe span from 1807 to
1592 mstched Wnittier's exactly, - y y

+ Taking into account the great emphadi{s on spelling matches

{r the country schoals of ;ha niéateeﬁ:h ceéﬁur?, one MusY Ccone-
clude, Egglgsgon rerarked, that the chief end of man wss to

learn how to spell., His "clgssic,” The Hoosler School-Master,

1871, suggested that spelling was the "national game” in Hoopole
2&%&23 in Southern Iaéiing, with sﬁu:kig& the only other %gblic
corpetition, Our ‘cfsﬁkeé orthography” he ?hggﬁgt 8 hlessed
thing, for elae thare could have Been no spﬁliing sthools.

Even today, Iigggggst, sur "erooked orthography” can often bring

& 3tudent's paner in English composition inte disfaveor,

Or rourse, Fggleaton pitted tha young teecher, snsther one

cwith "uncertsin grophecy of beard,” §g§ inat the lacal erampion.

The taacher 3avad his own raputation, Ee ousted ths locsl spelierc
Ha fell, however--1 shorten the 3tory ~onslderably--tc 1 pretey .
tut humtle indentured ger?ggg;giri over "Dag freotyps,” uhich

te tegan "Jau.” They had worked reast "incor  mnsibiltizy,”

» real nut to crack in my day, also, T suspecs, past Tanti-

L 3

dissstsblishmentariagnise, Yoy are not surpri<ed that Ralpn



escorted young Hennah<home, that cne thing led "o arother snd
they were finally wed, but not unti{l they had lesped over some
stock obstacles, one. teine that Ralph kad to go on triwl and

confesgsnd,
was saved from priscn becsuse the real robber /having gotten

Hlkdy

religlon, as they say. :

One "character” actor in this novel was the Squire, who

/ was the chief pronounter at ths spelling mstches. an odd-locking
< » ' B S -
bombastrr, he was got ub In 2 swallcw-tail coat, a pair of black
gloves, a dirty, weren-colored wig, not held firely in plaoce,

; spectaclez wkich sli;psd of £, A glass eye parpetua%iy qut of
/ false ’
/ prase with its compsnlon, end/testh maving often out of aynch

‘with his Jawa, Egglsaton made the mosat of this Fcaic piece.

3qsi?atgg§kins; Ti¥s Ichabod Crane, was anéﬁh&r Massgehuretls
exportation, but, by the time of the spell-down hiz idigma had
been gveflaisd ;sith deatern {Indiana) rrensunclatiens. Let &?;e
Squire speax for himself--

I feel as 17 I could %e gramdlloguant on z*‘g interzsting:
cccas*s& {twiating hi3 scalp around), but raley I must
foregs any such exertisns, It is spsllzng yas want, Sp&iiing
is the corner-stcne, the grand, underlying subterfuge, of a2
good eddication. I put the spellin’«book preparad by the
grest Daniel Webster slongside the Bibie, I go, raley,
I think I may put *t ahead of the Bible, - For If {: wurn't
- - fap spgliin -books and 3ic¢h occasions as these, where would
: the Bible be? T ahould like to unow. The man who go® uo,
wno saa;ogndeﬁ this work of inextricaeble valoo w@s a benu=
factor to the whole humen race o+ any sther~, (Hare *he
spectacles fell off, The Squire replacesd them in asare cons
fasion, gave the top of his head atothen-twist, and felt of
his glass eye, while pooar Shocky--s ng ve youngatar--
stared in vonder, and Betaey Shsrt rﬁ 1lad Trom ﬁzéa tn 3ide
in the effort ts suppress her glggle,

Agaln, whko can-3ay that Zggleszton 41dn’t mine thisg coric velin

- pretty troroughly? - :




It seams hard for me to pass up this simple novel. One more
incident and I will mOgO on-to moPe smodern thines. A prasent-
dsy supplicant for.a teachling péat in a falr-sized systenm g#y
apply to a principsl or a‘suger;ntencant; . Thiy ea3y task

has éia;dvant&éﬁd her beyond measure. It hes Gtaen a sterile

k3

expsrience. Even thoush she arplles for a plice {n one of the
,’ggﬂ ons-rcom.country schools ?f Eeh?ask;, she has probakly had &j
cfkgfaglk. When they applied for jobs in yesterysar, teszhers
nsd a truly enrichening sxperience, as Ralph Fartsook's interview
with "old Jack Heaﬁs,g might disclose. Means was trustee of thg

Flat Creek district. FHe speaks-- 'CBK . e
) AN
"You see,” continued Mr. Mesns, spitting In a8 meditative
sort of way, "you ses, we a'n't none of your saft sort in
these diggins, It takes a man to boss this deestrick,
Howsumdever, #f you think you %in trust your hide in Flat
Crick school-house I ha'n't fot no *bjection, But ef you
t licked, don't come on us, Flat Crick don't zay no
nsursnce, you bet! Any other trustees? wsl, 'yes, BHut
8s 1 pay the most tares T'othars Jist let me run the thine, .
You can tegin right off s Mendgy. They a'n't beer no other
applications, VYou ses, it takss grit to apply for thig
school. The last master had a black eye for s menth, But,
as I waz sayin', you ¢8n Ji3t roll uc snd wade in. T 'low
you've got spunk, meyhe, and thaw goes for a heap sight more'n
sinoc with boys. Walk in, ard stay over Sundsy with me,
You’ll h=v' to Yosrd roun', and I guess you-better tagin here,”

3

- - == - -
irader of *he oroeession of Americen dlalect novels,” T am willing
to concads him thnis distincticen, L -

de =issed a lick or 32 .in thiz hiring scene, He 414 include
3gme ¢atalls that mey have Deen overdones for dramatic affeet,
Means' tig tul ldog sniffed menaciagly srowund “alch'a canty lege
all t"e whkile: hi3 two sons stocd to one side looking quite

physlcyily ac Che candldate for Fla: Crick tascning hesuers, and

) = - = *
© 3 nonpulchritudiousness teen.ege Zaughtar giggled at tre thought
ERIC , 3
: , IS




he gigbt be eaten by the tulldog., But, when *he author tolg

absnt the hiring, he never ercngt up the question of wagea,

o

f my experiences a3 rural schonl tescher In the 19319's told

e fgything, the tiraé ng?tion askg? by the toard member should

haye been, "How gnch‘ll‘yaﬁ work for? 1 owe it to the taxpayers

of the di;:rié: to get A teachar just as cheap as we can. Times

hgve bedn hard this yjear, the Qtﬁg# soor,” end on and on,
Irving, Wnittier, end Sggieatgn wrote in thz ni#etagnth

century., Jesse Stuart, who telﬂ of his lonz years of t‘ﬂhi'sg

in Gresnup County in aortheasterﬁ Xentucky, i 8 modarn suthor,

o &

T bave losked into pwo of hls bosks 27 tegching~-To Tench, To

-Love, firat cocyrighted in 1536, and The Thresd That Bund So
, :fe reco:m

Secaugd, there i3 too much/in 313 Enox® about the countr
school, T will select one fenture--the gczsﬁzzeggzgrig being
challenged by §9§§‘Sﬁa were a4 old oF older than he was, and
oftan lapyer,. I ié a thread trat ras run LRTouRh Ay g*egisga
references--from Iégateﬁfi oroblems witn Brom 3cnes, tnrough
¥hittier's deseription of the schoolmsster as “brisx wielder of
the birch and ruls,” tc Hslch Hartscox's notice ty old Jack
Mesns thal the tojs 3tood ready tc throw him gut,

»
4nd 2 It was with Jesae Stusrt. In his Tirst tesshing po3t
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!t & point ts have the twanty-year-old asn of s Board member

c¢§§¢§ him to athool. Eao wrd --nvinced this stpappine goung -~
- 2 -
gtalunart to rezyee his sdycation, tﬁ?ii? as sapporr, Stuar:

P




ths comzmunity.and 3£hoe1 tully,

had heard that Guy Eigkins,
would ﬁg saitinz for him on hi:rfigs: day, Guy had chfsed the
teacher's sis,er of nineteen from the s chool*berere ske could

cag;lo:s her term, had. in fact blacked her ages whils har studants
. ﬁatehee. The youpg teacher tad efade & prudea’ move. The first

day gasstd without ehsllgnge from Nuy. As 41d° two or three others.
! We srs no; to be disuppointed, however. Goa eater dermanda
they meet ia,eoabat, and theg did, ss ear‘v d?'c pfor Three,
but not before ~the tescher had made a cogmgndablg gnd also
" prudent effort to avoid lt. rsz, he prségg;& the larger snd ‘
:aléer Hsﬁklns from the Cirst grade where he had lunguished :
for ;cgctbing 1ike eigh: years. Then he narm!ttediiis agt,~child the
undezanding task of car inaFﬁé‘ﬂ? from a nearby farmatead.

) Nonetheless, one night after school, the bully showed up and
’s#acu&eeskﬁg would ”w%ip“ the teache®, S50, the fijht was on. ~
T will plek tt ap Just after Staa;; hit his opponent with .

naymaker ans :u-n a }ying tackle:

\}:ﬂi

his ncse was
The xlood spurted as he started to get up.
1 wonderaed if T should.

Hls face bit flat against the floor and
flattened,
I let him get to his fest,

[ 4
ii’f

Por I xnew it was sither him or
¥hen he 414
wadad into him

One of us-had to WwAID,
et to his feet atcev that terriblefall,

I nit fast and I hit hard,
Hia -fingernall took & streak of hice {rom my neck a~g left a
that srarted and-~the dlood oczed through,
T caught hi~ on the

\’ !

Ye swung wild,

red mar
pounded his chin,

beardy Jjaw,
him back and followed uo,

1 gave nlm g left to the stk
ribs whils my right !n a"split second caught his an;?h
Blood spurted again, Yet he was not tﬂrcagh
! had him, :

And Stuart did rave him, He knockad Hawkina oyr,'than revived

=, reflacting that fusa® a few houra tefore ha b
his publl how to sfell simole words! - To his er

E S =
quished one sald, "Mr., Stuart, regliy‘gat it poured ©a me.

'”“m“°¥au're some fighter,” Desplte repeated sasdingi; the flgor never
a B B A f,“



lost 1é§ Eloodstains, reminders to all that this teacher had
gstablishad supremacy. -

Stusrt‘s title, To Tagch, Io che, says that all nf his
excertances as country schoolteachen.in Kentueky's ridge country
were not tenseful. He.layed his days both ag student and as
tsacher as'thgsa lines from the beokvtestif}-

I loved school. 1 loved school as a barefoot kid, I lo-ed

it as a teacher, We never callsd our kids from the Kentucky
hills "culturally deprived,” though many of their folks
couldn't read or write; we just taught them and they learned.

v He polnted out that these schools had in ef’act an “Acceleratqd
Schoc} Program," because a student teanned what went on in grades
shead L? hia, ZFor h{msslf, he could have ~kipved the grade ahaad.
A brother, James, worked through the grades 80 rapidly that he

entered the goqsalidated high schoel at Groenup at ten and gradusted

3

at fourteen. In intsrviewing oider fTormer country school students,
- - _ = - = M . .
I have ‘noticed they defend their schooling .of the basis just

" mentioned, ’5?3&*9" gsrl -T. Curtis made a big voint-of it,
] - -
The last two avagragrs of Te ;eacﬁ. To Love may be . Titting.

- ’ <

‘leave=taking of this Kentucky. wrl tor~- S

. s _

*

Cne teacher taught all eight grades snd usually enjoyed .
Lt. At least I did. FEducatlion to them and for them ‘wads .
idealisatic and the greatest thing thsy could pass along in
life. The children I taught wers, more often than not,
uanspoliled, esager, and ambitlaus. And they managed T2 convey
‘the imarassian that they eﬁjoyed my classivoom, Maybe they
were faking i{t--but you know I don't think so. :

We've lost something wetve fot to get back, Not the one-
room schoolhouse, but the spirit of the one-room schoolhouse.
I am incurably ontiaistic about young pesopls and have
boundlass falth in the kind of people who go {nto teachine.
We'1l 5!* it back,

£ -




Let us consider how Ne®raska writers have dealt with the -
%\—‘ . .
country schools, None hia _glven them the full-scale treatment

as in Stuart's ‘pooks, only touching on them as part of s larse=

work, At lsast two poets have written on coua:ry school matter: .

*

As he tc'd § in his A1l Is But a __ggnﬁing, Youth ﬂemsmbared,
;881—1901'(14#gt? matters of discipline came out all right fLr
John G. Nethardt in his first tesching‘pcst in the country near
Béncrbft, Nebraska. The moderator of the schoaol bca*d warned hia
7that the boys in the school needed a good thrashing, enough said

- to glve ajriﬁdgling teacher forebodings abous his task. We
kn#srtha:ihsfiagﬂpsplscing 8 joung woman teacher who had been

dr: . 2yt in December. "Three husky cornfeds” there might think
they .ould dczih? samé;wtch him., This was, I sugzest, the Jesse
Stuart situation Inm duﬁiica:e.

§ut,:§;a'xnear}y‘iimingtive xeiparét,_ng; much taller than
five fee:, had no reason to doubt his physical sirength. Did§’t
he have a ches* expansion > ten inches, and coulin't he tear a
Pack of playlag cards in two with only his hands, and didn't he
have~ the hizh score of 1705 on the striving machine, all this
and 8 trick wrestling hold,he asked himself reassuringly?

The chance to out his strencth to use came soon during a snow
Tight when the students ganged up on him. Sudden ly, 8ill Rend;:ck,
"émply shouldered and chested like a buffalo bull exlf,” scoorped
‘up 8 ha€§531 ol snow, bent on washing the tegcher's face. What

an idsal time for the trick wrest 1in3 hold! Netlhardt upe-ded the

2

pgeil and slammed him dewn on his back, Humbled, Kendrick reached



out, placad his hand on ¥eihardt's shoulder and laughed.
Discipline ceassd to be a concern.
St;a Smith, once a travaling comrpanion of Neihardt, has
4 remarksd t§a§ the author aften recalled his teaching days in .

the country school. The book just cited has but little more -

*

.on th;Q, however. Arother inciden: zay be of some {nterest.
Like most couniry school teachers, Neihardt had to board with one

of the familiss in the district. He had his own bad; that is,

he did until one Friday nicht the mistress of ﬁhe household

told him that a visiting presacher would te sharing {t with HWim, -
She was wrong. Because he didn't relish the rrospect of bunking

Nelhardt

down with the minister, / © walked ovar s§ewﬁce?3?ed Fiei&;
.8t night the nearly tuénty miles o his parents' home,

In The Country School Legacy project, we haveisﬁughs to
ascer:ai:whst roles country schools %laye; in the Amer{canization K
of the various’ ethnic groups that came to Nedraska in the wake ,
of public iegislation that made it firs: s territory and Shéa 8
state, with millions of acres of land inviting set:lemaék.

- Several members of sthnlec groups have tdld me in t;Eed inter-
vieus that their Americanization was a g?a;asifléénevazen: process,

It was not, however, for Hans Grimsen, a fictive gharscter in

Josphus Winther's Take All to Nebraska 71236), .The Grimsen family

-

had come to Nebraska from Denmark via Massachusetts, Experiences
7ingthat Eastern state were trying enough to §§§;}thes apprehensive
about the newer land to the west. The Naodraska exrerience proved
their misgivings to be well founded. Hans' @cther’wished her son '

didn't have to go to the Nebraska rural school, as-if expecting



troudla, Hans was enthusiastic aho
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however, with & red zobacco-box luneh Buskel, wwarine ahart

pants. topred by 8 creum-colored blouss, a~d Plack stockings with

newly polished shoes, h*s,tai.e darls freshly combed, Yans

»

u;s Armarked Doy, -and he soon ’ﬁaﬁé school to be anythine but a

pleksant ‘exverisnde. : -

First, s group of tops, knowing ths Grimsen childran o be
nawly-arrived foreigners, accosial then rudely. One ried to

gt Hans' pall, so éif?er%?t from their own syrup buckets He

‘averted the attempt, dut {t lad 2o Hans' brathanm taking up the

Q
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

insult., A fight ensued, seé; troken up by the taachapr's bell.
School tock up. A Bidle readirg was followad by the group
singing, "Way Down Upon the Swanee River." %ot knowing more than
& few words i{n English, Nans was nonplussed dy it all. Aftes
= -
opening exercisss, instruction in the alphadbet éggau. Later,
the teacher asked for soms one to rsiite & Toem from mes .

No one offsred to. At last, Hans voluntesred with two lines in

%éaish until raucous lsug§:e? stopped him. In tha least erusl
azcaunt iintheé gave of %ef, the tegcher told him thiat ke mus®s
70t speak in a foreien language, only in English. The %agibaé
1earn£d at the cost of shame and confusion, 3 hard lassa»- in
bet ia; Americanized., To’ te op off the =mlserable first’dsy for .
Eans, ne was aadg to be the victinm -7 the "flyine 333;:" Sh
school btully, & man of twenty, propellez hi= off his feet "ar s
distance of twenty feét, caasiég the youngsier o land on his face
and bléeg? it. His brothers took him home at cnce.

Hans camé to sxpect decent éreatmént fro~ one Zeacher, a

Dane, plams, attractive, lsughteﬂifiglag, and kxné tus

she recaives scant iregtment frum Hinther, maybd %gcaase kind.

=

| ’



Another taacher raceives a%rs snara, "a 83ll-comPlaceant, little

woman slout’ twen ty-five years o131, 3he wore a "hard, superior

amile that sasemed to Do Trozen on har face.” An autocrat without

S

compassion for -her-stadenty, she would approach students from

ths dack and whack then over ths hands with a shart stick, oqe

of her wuays of tyrannlzinz over the childran. Of couras, they

grev to hate hor. Aald such cadl i?ﬁ$; z%s Grimsen children's
assimnllation inte “33e;i¢sa' culture wasr largely unpleasant,” and ;
they “must have wvondeved, I supgest, why the land agent in Denmark
had not telé them the full s‘-?i

Amaricanization wasn't a malor ﬂﬂeblea far Alfred €, Nielsen,

as %e ralatagd it in &13 Lifs in An iﬁé?itﬁﬁ Denmark {1982).

This "americun Denmark™ was situated at %?3233, a settlament

atout five miles northwest of Dannedrog. The Nysted folk achool,
which Nifftren attended, i3 w2ll Xnown {n American-Danish literature,

Jurt & half-aile east sat A two-room bmick dullding, the pudlle
. : - ,

sthodl. Yers, as in 30 many other tuildings like 1t, a meat - .

importan: woark was done--that of E Pluribus Gnum, Unconsciously,
= -

the pudli:s school made Americans of nish ghkildren.

wheraas 3 few "misgulded” teachers of the Danish gasation .

school told the children they owed their orimary allexiance

an

X

+o5 [enmark; tﬁe public school teachers offered studies in Amaricsa

{story, not Canish, For these relative newcomers, Iitewas not
AN

a

the wars af tha Danes ggs;nst the Germans in the s;heal gomes.
Eathev, they were of Lexinﬁtﬂ“‘anh Concord, of Bunker Hill, of
%e:tysbgrg: and San Juan Kill. American patriots formed cone
side against British Redcoats, the Blue fought the Gray, =nd the
Rough Ridere rushed Ssn Juan Fill against the Scaniards. "The
Litcle Red Schoolhouse” was &n efféctivé Americanizing agent,

Nielsen conzluded of his early days in the country.




Neliie Snyder Yost's No Time on My Handa {(1362) tells
of lmmigrant Jwedish students of the Roten ?511;3 School north
of Gothenberg in a way that suggests that establishad children
and {mmigrants got along quite well. Some distinctions ware
aoticed, of courss, dut the Swedish children suffered only mild
forms e* teasing, nothing of the severity plctured “y Winther, .
+ The tctahnr spoke kindly to the nawcomers, ?a* {natance. Other
students helped a Swedish girl with her English and found only
gontle h§§§r in such mishandled ohrases a3, "Huh, I don't feel

po smell" and "Oh, please lat me use you to leg,” the speaker

wanting to lean®®n someonse,

-

The remgmbrancss of quite a lot of peopls 1 in‘:r?ie{wed
- leaned gaatly ﬁasaré :hg Qlalsga snd kast varsions, ;

R

e R - ———

T will only mention other Nebraska writers who have camaentad

on the country schael sxperience. An account

of a 1i1frary appears in Ressle Streeter Aldrich's A Lentern

in Her Hand. ‘?ha novel talls of such coems as Pag’s "Tha Raven”
“?and "The wreck of the Hasperus” telng racited there, Hhile the
book Joas ses% t2 have zke:spirit of the country school oretty
well decicted, the setting for this ps?tiad, st Woodpecker School, *
is actually in Iowa, Small matter.

Known among Nebraskans, {f known at all, I1s poet Edwin Ford

Ficer for his volume 2f vostry, Barbed wire and Other Wavfgrers

f1924), which includes a poem of several stanzas, "The School=
AN i -
\\ mistpess.” Plper describes well the near-primitive conditions under

N\ ghieh Hilﬂreﬂ tsuaht--:he sod houss, the fire-tuilding, the children .
é&\uark on benches--thsn ceoncludes each part of the poem by

Q
[}{j: eag%gn:lna on how small har remuneration was, I cite but &8 few linegs=a

‘\. = ’g »*
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Sometimes a mousé runs rusititng; harmlesns snakes
Come slliding to the floor, or up the lows
A duaky lizard darts. .
'"Tis hers zhe moves,
JTha genlus of the place, viewed as all wise
In btooklore, honest, patlent, loving, kird,
Courageous] all these talents for the sum
Of twenty-five.a month and board herself,

Tn her Sand Hills Sundays, Mar{ Sandoz commenis on the

features of the school bulldine where she taught, noting how

the walla and ceilings harbored spakes. William Christy's
maater's theais, And 2333;,535 Us Cry, contalns krstory.\?Thd
Aln't Box;"™ which recalls how exacting rural achool teachers
struyggled to excise "aln't" from the language. Christy's aéb;ias
grew out of his sxveriencas in the Gates-New Mllburn area twe&%y
‘miles north of Broken Bow, From the same area, Berna Hunter

chrisman drew on her axperiences for the book, When You and 'l

ware gﬁggs, Nehfsskl, edited prircipally by her son, Harry
thrismén, 8 wasterﬁ writer of some forty ygarg standing.
Inetaantsily,:glsa within this small compass of ﬁhrse mi{lss or
s0 lay the Solomon D. Butcher homestead, Butcher ieft a val;able
legacy in pioneer photograchy, some of which was cou§3§§ sehé?lg.
Given the instances of Ichatod Crane, of Jahn G. Neih§rd:i B
and others, eée might concluds that a tenseful ambignce hgvarad
over the country schools, despité such é?stimony as Stuart's,
Can it te that the fights and near-fisht# écminite tecayse they
are more traumatic and therefore more érakstic?r In the event
that the slement of "love" has not had ita §nober poréicn itn
this account, I should like to ren&it that most former country
schoolteachers maintain they did not have severe discipline ’

protlems and do streass the presénce of love, that greatest of

\‘ “
JERJ(:all'qualities, in their rural schools. This testimony {rom a

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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voice you will aoon recognize well condenses what I have

“ Eﬁil“é others say--

Transcription of oi sl interview of Governor Charles Thone by Ernest
Orundy at State Capitol, Lincoln, Kebrauks, Septembver 3, 1981,
Transoribed by Ernost Grundy from casgette tape,

(Orundy had just suked Governor Thone if he had ever fslt disadvantaged
by having attended & country achool for seven years-<he graduated in
] that period of tims.) * : -

Oovernor Thone: Your quastiocn on being disadvantsaged hangs with me Jjust’
a little becauss it's been brought up before, I think we may have had an
advantage in District 108, I think probably what occurred in ruiny of those
' oountry schools was the closs-knitness of our group, the.lack of any kind of
Jealousies or any kind of competition, if you want to ¢all it that, that
you run into in sowe of the more largesor more sophisticated schools, We
had a very homogensous group, I guess what I am ing even frow the teachers
and from the homessat that time was the overabundaiice of love that we had in
northern Cedar County and, if you pleass, in Dist 108, There was real
caring and snaring. T feel that warmth to this day, Srnest, and it has
served me well, I don't know that I am expreas totally my reflections
of my feelings in that regard, Maybe you had to have-been im one of those
settings to really appreciate what I am trying to say here, but I guess it's
a lesson that parents in particular should never forget, I ramind myself
of it everg once in a while and I know Mrs. Thone does as far az our thred
daughters ar¢ concerned, They'll overlook an awful lot as lorm as they feel
. you love them, And I thipk it's necessary that we parents should tell our
children that frequently.- .

i and in conclusion
Apropos of this thoucoht/, let Us hear from a poet resgding his

own poem, probably the latest written on a caéﬁtry schonl.

It s also the beat one., First appearing in The Rarer Cama,

1t has been plcked up bty s tooklet, Tha Country Schsol Legacy.
The poem {s s compliment t- the project. A ‘

W gy



“poct In Resldence at a Country Schobl™ -

The school greets me nkeafsem:s

of sentence fragments seni-out 10 recess.

Before | hit the front door

£'m Into a game of baseball soccer. ,

My first kick's a fouk my second sails . .
over the heads of the outfielders;

rounding third base, 1 suck in my stomach

and dodge the throw of a small blueeyed boy.

I enter the school, sucking apples of wind.

in the fitthgracle sectionof the room
1 stand in the center of an old rug a
where sould you go wheére no one o
a sedret place where you'd be invisiple
(0 everyone except yourselves:
whiat would you do there: what woylld you 5ay?7
1 ask them to imagine they're there
and writing a poem. As | walk aroyind ithe room,
1 look at the wrists of the kids,
green and alive, careful with slience.

They are writing themselves inid fallen elms.
corners of barns, washouts, and, a!kali flats

he just could:.t sit on my lap.
Tomorrow, he says, he'll wriig.
And so the two of us sit unddgr a clock,
beside a gaudy picture of a uﬂerﬂv
and a sweet poem of Christina Rosetils,
And In all that slience, neithyer of us

iy Dopewar: ° Gh
Kearney State Colledjpe
Revmey Sebroski
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