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. believe is impqrtant for the education ‘cammunity at

Admmlstrator S .

Statement - ot

Wrth the emergence of the new Federahsm, the role’
of the Federal govemment in educatiop is now-being
redefined. It is elear that accompariying this redefining,
there is 3 recogmtronJ that the Federal role in statistics
is .relatrvely more important. We have provrded what we

large, and the public in general, the data about American i
éducation if Volume I of The Condition of Educatipn. . - ;
It seems equally important to me, that we prowde to Y
‘the State education agencies, local school districts, edu-
cational institutions, and other education policymakers -
some insight into what the National Center for Educa- - - -,
tion Statistics is,now doing and what we are planningto - °.
do. I ask you to take the time to read this Volume II, g
.Condition of Educatron so that you, can not only‘ -

programs we have i in the Center but also‘so that you can
provrde us with your reactrons, andmuggestrons regard- ]
ing our current work and our future plans. We need to“g =t
know! what emphasis-in educatron statistics you feel are -
most important and why )}ou behev,e this to be true: We . <2
dg solicit your views and I<can assure you that we w1ll
carefully consider the IéCthﬂS which you provide,  » s
I believe this voltme w1ll be both informative and 3
useful -as. xbu.antxg/patet feeducation Statistics jieeds: of::
your atea of: of-mterést as well'as|that of the nation.” - ° '
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llects statistics on the condition of education in the

mited States, analyzes and reports the mearing and

. significance of these statistics, and assists State and local
» education agencxés 1n improving their statistical systems.

In recent years, NCES' responsibilities have been in-
creased by mandated studies from the Congress. These

studies include developing and implementing a national
vocational education data system, conducting a continu-

. ing survex of the supply and demand for educational
personnel, and producing profiles on the degree to'which
States are achieving equalization of resources for ele-

mentary and secondary education. ' ,
'NCES supports a wide range o’f activities. to provide

. }The National Center for Education Stafistics (NCES)

1
*  to postsecondary education, impact of enrollment
changes on institutions, and the outcomes of education,
& to assist State and local education agencies in improving

%% .

B . information systems and to provide comprehenslve

“ the pubhc . : . N

A pohcy-relevant data on such issues as access of minorities

- information -services to the educauon commumty and,

.- - Introduction

The Center’s fiscal year 1983 program, based on a

budget request of $8,700,000 will be directed toward-

o Maintaining five data bases on public and private
elementary/secondary, postsecondary, vocational,
and adult educatipn to monitor trends on enroll-
ments, staff, and finances. Th data bases are¢ the

. core source of the Center’s mosi widely used

publications The Condition of Education, The'
Digest of Education Statis)tics, and Projections of
Education Statistics, '

o Analyzing data from the Center’s longitudinal
studies that address differences in student achieve-
ment, effects of financial aid on access to postsec-
ondary education, youth. employment, high schoof
dropouts, discipline and order, and the quality of
- education in public and private schools.

o Administering surveys through the Fast Response
Survey System tpat profide data within 6 months

“oircurrent policy issues,

K Operating the Statistical Information Ofﬁcc’s}xat

provxdes comprehensive information servi j to

. some 24,000 users, including the Congress, ‘the

' States, and the general public. °

. AR
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* The focus of the Center’s statrstrcal program "at the
elementarylsecondary level is-to provide information on
the condition of, public and ‘private education to the
Nation. The basic program includes annual national,
State, and loeal data-collection systems on public
elementary and secondary school systems. An important
recent addition to the system -.is

isa maJor new undertakrng

v

Data Sources o

Elementary/secondary educatron statrstrcs are collect-
+ed. from: several sources. A major program. of compiling

statlstrcs on pubhc ele'mentarylsecondary school Sys-
temsy students, staff, and financial characteristics is con-

dicted each-year in cooperahon with éach Stafe edica-
tion agency. This program provides -information about.
.-..-fall* school membershlp, thenumber: ; of. school staff- .
positions; revenues from Federal State, or local govern- T

ment sources and expendrtures for- admlmstratron, in-

.-‘F‘..i

. \«'each State and the: 20 largest cities: are;pubhshed on.an
annual.basrs Smular, less detarled data are-collected for L

"each of "the 16 000 sthool systems'in the’ Umted States
‘Informatron on enroﬂment number of teacher loca-
tion, and grade span of the 90 000" public schools is
belngcollected periodically. *. -

o '“

. In: the pnvate school'sector; a-new census of. pnvate '
.elementary/secondary schools was carned out‘ for the

"fa;

»dlstnct m whrch the. pnvate ‘school 1s located the num-

‘ber-of 'students enrolled; graduated from *high - schoolu

arid* the- grade spar of the school; These data weie col:

A lectéd drrectly from.the. schools except that'dita for the

.Roman Cathohc Drocesan schools were supphed by the

e compilation of '
. “*financial, pupil, and teacher data for each public school
‘dlstnct in the United States. The pnvate schqol portion

. supply of new teachérs .among all' recent college grad-

. enrollment: e L

Elementary/ Secondary
S Educatron

NCES also conducts or sponsors special sample sur-
veys periadically to provide comparable general statistics
on the. characteristics of students, graduates, and staff’

that cannot be easily obtained from information collect- D

ed by State education agencres For example, statrsfrcs'
on children enrolled in preprimary schools are collected
in October through the Bureau of the Census’ Current
Population Survey. They are_published . grenmally A
sample survey of school district demand for teachers is
conducted periodically to complement the data on the™ .

uates. . -
* Another major source of data is the 1980 Decennial .
Census of Population and Housing. Using these data,
NCES began the school district mapping project'in 1982,
which will provide population and housing data for each
of the 16,000 local school systempedf the United Statés.

Surveysand Studies ) 1

St\atrstrcal surveys and studres are conducted on the "’
characteristics of tudénts, schools, school dlstr;cts and

staff‘members of { he school system’

Preprimary school ) ﬁ‘ T

aample of chrldren 3 to 5 years old, enrolled™”

. and not enrolled, by age, sex, race, Hrspanicﬂ

-origin, region, educational levels of. parents,
employment status of mother; and household, in-

. come.\For children enroiled, level (nursery’ school: c
" . or kmdergarten), public and private, and full- =" .
or part-day attendance, (Blennial),

i ﬁ:\ ';2‘
Fail survey'ot' local .

public school systems:
number of school districts, students, staff, hrgh'

school graduates, and eStimates of financial; .

receipts, expenditures, and teacher salaries for\:
. each State, the 20 largest cities,: and the outlying:

areas. (Annual);‘w



ReVenues and - - R
“expéndituies: .
oom rehensive State aggregate data covering (a)
Ipts of local public school districts from all
sources including payments mad® on behalf of
' the local districts by thc S}ate education
agency and other Stafs agengies, and (b) ex-
. penditures of locul public school districts by
- "’\ purpose, The principal data elements are
recexpts by source, current expenditures by
ajor function, community services, other
pupil services, capital expenditures, debt’
service, and average daily attendance, Some
of these data are required for the‘admuustrthon
of P.L. 89-10, P.L. 81-874 arid P, L. 95-561,

sectiqn 127‘ (Annual)

name, county, S*tate number of schools,
grade span and enrollment of each district:
- . . (Annual)

ey
»

- .

» Census of local public
school districts:

T~

Local school district, X
.+ student, staff, and .
ﬁnancial characteristics: 4
' enroliment by level teachers, teacher aides, and
N other support staff gecexpts by source and
: “  expenditures by purpost, Dgpending upon
need, the detailed data may bg

.

* sample of districts. (Annual)
State education !
-l agency officials: ©
‘names, titles, and phone numbers of ofﬁnials
for each Sfate education agency. (Periodic)

Statéeducation’ | - .. .

agency operations:

.- L ¥

revénues by source and expenditures gnd
employees by State gducation agency functions,

e , approval of { programs, consultative services, .

distribution of resourccs, general management,

+ internal servxces, planning and research, operation
“of schools, and vocational rehabihtatxon.\l)ata

are reported for States grouped by pubhc

-t school membershxp. (Annual)

collected for. )
the entiré universe of schoo! districts or fora*

1980 decennial census data

for school districts: - N
" tabulatiens of the 1980 decenniabcensus data will
., beproyided for each of the 16,000 local school
districts in the United States. Data on population,
population characteristics, housmg, etc., will be
compﬂed ‘within local school dxstnct boundaries and
\provxded in'the form of a series of data tapes for
~ pubhc use, Products will include (a) a set of data
'\ tapes for each State with the data for each schéol
S Qstnct in the State,.(b) a set of map$ shiowing
the 1980 Census geography and schoolistrict
boundaries, (c) a geographic cross-reference file
that identifies eack, 1980 Census geographic unit
completely or pattially enclosed by each school
_ district's boundaries, and (d) technical information
needed by prospective users of maps, data tapes,
and/or the geographic cross-reference file as it might
» be applied to public use tapes or th§ schod{ district-
tapes. This product will also include data on
sampling errors and other information needed for
extended analysis of the data, (Onetime)

. : ) . ‘
Teacher supply and . !
demand? e U8 - ! .
) estimate of the numbers of college graduates added
to the teacher supply, employed as teachers and.
employed in fields ogher than teaching,
local education ageney sample of n}imber of teachers.
employed, teachers laid off, teacher Gpenings, current
and anticipated teacher shortages, all by level and:

*field of instruction. (Penodxc)

Congressionally Mandated
Reportmg N

»

>

In cooperahon with State educatlon agencies and the
Bureau of the Census, NCES established a “reliable sta-
tistical” base as required by Section 1521, P.L, 95-561,

* to make available . . .data developed from the 1980
decennial censgs. . to the Sécretary of Education iden-
tifying data for children under 18 years of age. . .for
school districts.”




Under section 406(b) (5) of the General Educatlon
Provisions Act, NCES is mandated to “conduct a con-
tinuing survey of .institutions of hrgher education and
local education agencies to determine the 'demang, for
and the dvailability of qualified teachers and admin--
istrative personnel especrally in ‘critical areas ‘within
education which are developing or are likely to de-
velop. .. These surveys are the major basis o( reports

.on teacher supply and defnand. The reports are based on
a survey of teachet demand and shortages in local edu-
cation agencies and other schools; a survey of college
. graduates newly qualified to. teach, and NCES projec-
tions of teacher supply and demarid. Thé répoft  covers’
changes in the balance of the: supply of and the demand

for newly qualified teachers, and in the need for teachers -
.in particular fields of study. It also* examiges how -

- graduates who are newly qualified to teach fare*in
the labor market compared with other college graduates
A persrstent concern in education is the d1spant‘y jn

_ resources. among publis elementary/secondary school =

districts and among States. To ascertain the extent and
significancé of these disparities, the 1978 Education
Amendments require NCES to publxsh information’ on,
disparities every other year’ L

Data Us_es -
The stat1strcs NCES collects from State education
agenc1es and from-other special surveys aré used ex:
tensively in many ways, l)y persons outside 6f NCES
.for testimony before Congressmnal Compmittees, for *
plannmg in varjous Federal executive departments, and’
for tplannmg by professional organizations. They are.
also_used by various businesses that sell to educational
institutsons, by State. executive and legxslatrve staffs in
maklng interstate comparisons, by associations of local
school .systems, by -researchers in colleges and univer-
sities, and in State (SEA’s) and local educatron agencres
.-(LEA’s) as well as in other nations, and by, the media in
repor'ung on educatlonal issues and events. Examples of

data uses_outside of NCES dunng‘thrs past year mcluded
the following: ¢ a
The, National Institute ‘of Education used information
on all the pr1vate schools in each of 11 standard metro-
polltan statistical areas in conjunction wrtfl one of therr'
school finance projects, )

Department of Edrkljrtlon experts used NCES’““duta“"'“';‘

on teacher shortages in the sciences for national plannmg

purposess < »
_The Governments Division, ,Bureau of the Census,

used the CCD school district universe tg update thejr file

" of public school districts’for the’ 1982 Census of Gov-

ernments., = -

A State education eagency research d1rector used
NCES’ teacher supply and demand stirvey as a_model
for’his own State’s survey.

A State education agency used data about other
State education agency operations for a comparative
study of SEA® staff cgsts.

The Council for American Privage Educatlon (CAPE)
used data on teacher qualrﬁcatrons»ﬂnd tmtxon rates.

A Canadian government stat1st1c1an used NCES’ °

. survey of “ recent college graduates as a model for a,

= -Plans

similar Canadian survey.

** A university - researcher used data for a ﬁrst time
analysls on the number and -characteristics of “rural”
school districts in the United States, including enroll- ¢

ment size, metropolitan status, and number of schools;y ~ &

o ‘. ) pe

v

To assxst NCES in 1ts review of data collection pn-

" orities and in its selectxon of statistical matenals for

publication, meetin}s werg held at least twice a year
with representatives of 29 national organizations of

N

public o private scheol administrators or praetitiorters \\

at the elementary and secondary school levels. This
process allows State and local people to make known to\
NCES their lnformatron needs. Their recommendations
< aid ‘NCES in Yeviewing program prigrities. They help
“targat” l\‘:@us” publications on specrﬁc k1nds of
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users, and prov1de NCES w1th the opportumty to

_develop the content of new surveys with therr iinterided
‘users.’ . 4 ©
on a new sample‘survey of private.

‘For’ example,
elementary and secondary 'schools, the "Cotncil for
American Private Education is advising NCES about the
information of most value to the constituent organi-

zations. In this planned survey, expected in early 1984,

the- possrble content includes candidate items recom-
mended by a speclal subcommittee of CAPE in addmon

" to those, that are part of a general statistical information

system. - ‘ .
The Common Core of Data (CCD) system,. the Fed-

eral-State cooperatrve stat1st1cal system in elementary

and sechmdary education, is being “streamlined” in

fiscal .year 1983 The" system is co§1posed of several *

parts; some of whigch are being switclied'from an annual
bsis to a biannwal or triannual basis of are being collect-

concert with a special task force of the Cbmmittee on
Eval#fition and Informatnon Systems (CEIS) a standing
committee of-the Coungil ‘af Chief State School Qfficers,
as beneficial to State’ and local education agencies. They
were discussed with representatives of the major Depart:
ment of Education offices, and other Siate and local
education groups. 'The result is that‘the amount of
admmrstra‘trve data, assemb!ed by State education
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.ed afr' a sample biasis. These changesa"were developed®in ~

e

. Preprimary Enrollment (Perfodic)  * '

LA .

. agencies from thelr records systems, is being sharply

reduced and will contmue to decrease in fiscal year
1984, The decrease in thé number of nonfiscal data
items collected qnnually is 40 percent. The new stream-
. lined system indlrectly reduces the peripdicity by re- .
ducmg the annyal collection and relying on sample
surVeys to provrde addrtronal mformanon an 2 periodic
basis._ s CL s _~ 4

Sélected Publlcatlons

Revenues and Expenditures ‘for Public ‘Elementary and

* Secondary Education (Annual) :

Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary School
Systems (Annual)

New Teachers in the Job Market (Periodic) .

Selected Statistics of Private Elementary and Seco ”y
Schools (Periodic) ,

A Comparison of Selected CharactEnstrcs of anate and
Public Schools (Penodrc)

Teachers Employed in Locat ‘Publlc School Dist tricts
(Periodic) :

Pubhc Elementary and Secondary Education. A Sta-

. tistical Compendium (Annual)

Statistics of Public-School Counselors (Periodic)

Ope Teacher-Schools (Periodic)
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. .- eoT . Year
,. . - Surveys — = — =
o - : 1982 " | I8 1984 | 1985 | 1986 °
" Preprimary school enfollment - e e X X X X o X,
Public élementary and secondary school systems ) X X X X X
" v ey <o . e ) 1/.»-1 . ,. :' )
Private élémentary and secondary schools RO x X X .:
; I'd . N » ‘, ! . ‘..
Reyenues and expenditures X ‘&X- X -7 X D ¢
' L,ocal school districts ‘ X « . X X X o X 5
.. ) v ~ N C e .
s 8 . . - .
State education agency officials . S . X X - X X X
Teacher supply and demand -~ . X "X X X" X ‘i
‘ ) 1980 Census D;ta for Schog}xDistricté M ' X X - N
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L Socral demographlc educational, “and ecénomic  Degrees and

.~ issues challenge *higher education. today. Among. thev.%’other formal awards . 5
. ‘mlost critical are questions “pertaining to -access to “eonferred:, fist professional degrees I;y field; I;achelor"s vy
; higher education for various- populations, the effects ¥ ’ 3
of shifting enrollment patterns, the long-rarige finan- S m;:;:;:s ::g:s::g: :::3?: re’;sd;‘;‘:l;“;;fs":f =t
2 . cial outlook for colleges and unrversrtres, and the . work beyond high school, Degree data by sex’are ’ "1
o7 uncertainty of job opportumtles for graduates. . callected on an annual basis. Racial/ethnic data . z

are collected in odd-numbered years. (Annual)

Lo . . The NCES program ° in' higher education provides
statistical information used by planners, pohcymakers Residence

e .._  and educators in addressmg -these” issues.; The' pfimary  migration - 1 -
: source of this © information “is the/ Hrgher ‘Education  college students: AN
* General- Informatlon Survey (HEGIS) an- annual -series first-time student enrollment classified by xesfdence

“of surveys initiated by NCES, that provides a Variety of - © status lin-statefout-of-state/foreign), by sex, atten- *

n data bn’ the. ‘Nation’s 3 30029ubhc arid’.privateinstitu: | 4, I stitus, and level of eftrollmert. (Blénml)

-tténs of ‘higher “education. omplementmg HEGIS are *?#smnes, tenure, '+ - . h ’ LT

. -special - Studies of recent coll ge. graduates and post~ and fringe = . St -
Mot - secondary educatron partrcrpants* Sl e e T -benefits of full- . " el )

L - LR time instruc- : - .
- ..y , tional faculty: ERN J o
: N . H ghel‘ Edllcatlon Gellel'al . number,of mstruct{x:nal faculty by rank, sex, tenure
. ; status, and length of contract; salaries and fringe
Informatlon Survey (HEGIS ) . beneﬁts of;full-tuﬂe mstructtonal faculty (Annual)

'

3 The HEGIS data base . provrdes - -census of publli': Flnancial o
and private . un1vers1{1es, mcludmg commumty and,  gagistics: R A
2-year colleges, their enrollments degrees awarded current fund$ teyenues by source (e.g., tuition and :

1‘};‘-”2 . faculty salanes, finances, and other characteristics. L fees, government, private gifts); current funds, ex-
=, . . penditures by functron g, mstrucuon,research . A
oo . oL T N plant maintenancé and opeation); physical plant~ el

Surveys - N U ) assets and indebtedness; and endowment iri~-
vestments and ‘performance. Sine fiscal year 1975,

gh

AInstitutional . : data arecollected on changes in fund balances..
characten,sucsz ) .
D naime, address, Congresslonal drstr;ct oounty, . - o ©
- =~ -telephone number, year ¢ astabli "lsexlof student ~r—c°nege and— — - - e e e
: * body, turtlon, tontrol of affiliation; ¢ calendar ihiversity _ o
system, highest degrees offered itype of program, hbranes B . .. .

»

- ', and accreditatron (Blenmal)

‘Fall, enrollment' - T :
full- aid part-time; enrollment for Teh and women
undergraduates, ﬁrst pr esslonal de' ee students
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Data Uses - °

*The NCES higher_ education dat; file provides such '

information as trends in the enrollment of women and
rmnontles patterns of expendltures and revenues of
institutions; and the relattonshlp between rlslng faculty

-

: , salaries and college and umversrty tuition charges The

’

" v
Tey AR g8t
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Office for Civil Rights uses these data to monitor com- .
pliance with Federa} legislation. These data afe also useds
to distribute student aid funds to colleges and univer-

sities and to determine 1nst1tutlonali Jeligibility for

Federal assistance. Through speetal studies, the cost of *

redesigning collegiate facilities to pérmjt full access to
the handicapped has been estimated, characteristics of

blaek institutions have been examined, and the educa- .

“tional participatioh and achievement of Hispanic
Americans have been analyzed. " .

Thousands of requests for information or consulta-

tions are received by ‘the Center each year;__laased on théu,

Higher Edtication General Information Sur
“The specifics below illustrate the range of these requests

Members of Congress or Congressiond]l “committees
request information from the Center on a regular basis.
For instance, a, Senator from Wisconsin requested finan.
cial data bn colleges and universities,.a Representative
from Missouri asked for data on enrollment in occupa-
tional fields; and .a’ Representatrve from Mississippi
requested dalary- range data Yor varigus college admin-
istrative positions. | \;House Education and Labor
Committee neede 'matlon on enrollments for
advanced degrees. *-w;ii'; A s

On numerous occﬁsrons, consultations were held such
as with a hlgher education panel coordinated by the
" American Counc1l on Education on needed data in
higher education, on data-collection techmques for the*
Stanford University Institute fér Chicano ReSearch,
and with the American Asséciation of Colleges for
Teacher Education on the 1mplrcatrons of teacher- -supply
.demand data.

Data on undergraduate enrollmients were provided to
" the Naﬁonal Asso,cratlon of Independent Colleges and
UmVersmes At the request of the Black Women’s

~

Summit, trends in hrgher education enrollment by race

- were supplied.
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»better a similar data while minimizing the burden on_ L.

. ‘to sponsor a triennial supplement to the Current Popula-
. tion’ Survey condugted by: the Bureau of the Cengyis,

pled households on higher education students. This ° E

[y
~re

“ .
v, ®

Media contacts included requests from Restaurant ' |

. and Food Magazine for mformatlon on campus residence

trends, KNBC News (Los Angeles)‘,‘ for trends in basic
college student costs, The New York Times, for data on
. the family income averages for college studorlts, U.s. r
"News and World Report, for racial/ethnic college enroll- |
ment data, Working Women, for.trends in enroliment of .
women in eranon the Detrort News, for |
information on the status of the draditionally black

“colleges, and Time Magazine, for changes in graduate =~ .
school enrollnients in recent years. X .- ' -

& .

.

NCES is currently undertaking a review of its entire
postsecondary data-collection program. With the adop-

%(HEGIS) ykgon of the new Classification of Instructional PTograms ‘ ‘

the tools are now available to provide a much, more ’ |
complete and coherent statisticll picture of postsecon-
dary “education. NCES has also adopted a system of
classifying institutions that allows for stratification into
more homogeneous grouping-essential for designing
sample survey§. Representatives of the U.S.-Department
of Education, other Federal agencies, States, and institu-
tions are being asked to assist NCES in re-evaluating
the content Md periodicity ach survey to prqwde

respondents.
The redesign -process is ﬁlst begrnmng However, it

lshould‘ ultimately permit a more comprehensjve and

systematic perpective about postsecondary §fucation
that stili consists of many parts with specific constituen-
cies. .-
In addition to the regular HEGIS surveys, NCES plans . ‘

|

s

which queries individuals in 56 ,000 sampled households o ;
on _their- higher education .activities. One survey will .
provide demographic and economic data as well as other
selected characteristics reported by individuals in sam-




~,)

survey will enable NCES to obtain basic student charac:
teristic data not otherwise available through institutional
surveys.

A second new survey is planned in the postsecondary
education area-State Expenditures for Postsecondary
Education. This survey will ask State officials to report
total financial support for postsecondary education
Lincluding postsecondary student aid, expenditures for
non-HEGIS public 2-year institytions, expendltures for
postsecondary education board$ and capital outlays for
public postsecondary institutions. -~ .

NCES continues to work closely with the higher edu-
cation community to establish priorities for data collec-
tion. The State ngher Education Executive Officers
Orgamzatlon (SHEEO) prowdes valuable feedback and
mput. Other higher education org?mzanons such as the
National Association of College and University Business
Officers (NACUBO), the Association of. College Regis-
trars and Admission Officers, and the Association of
.Physical Plant A@mlmstrators recommend- unprovements
to specxﬁc area$ of data collection such as highef educa-
tion finances, enrollments, and facilities, often with
“NCES’ finaricial support.” .

" c

Recent College :
Graduated Study .

The huge. investment in a. college education by
students, parents, and instifutions rajses a key question.
how valuable is a college education today in helping.to

" secure 4 suitable job? ,The question concérns not only '
the immediate economic return for the years spent
learning, but’ also--agd perhaps niore unponantly-the
Opponumty fora chall ing career. |

An answer to hzqueshon. comes from.the NCES
survey of recent college gradﬂ§te§, based upon a repre-
sentative sample of graduates who received a bachelor’s
or master's degree the preceding year, The following
summary specifies the data collected.” - -

[ T
e

. hbrary Statistics of Colleges and Universities

Recent college
graduates: 4
"o - dateof gxaduatmn,fﬁeld of study. graduates pewly ,
qualified to teach, further enroltment, financial
aid, employment status (e3pecially teacher employ-
ment characteristics), job characteristics and earn-
ings, city and State of residence, age, marital
status, sex and racial/ethnic origins. (Periodic)

Plans | o

The 1981 survey, .the third in the 3eries, provided
data on the employment status of collegé graduates over
a 6-year period. The data also addressed the demand
component of teacher supply-demand by reporting the
fields in ‘which newly qgalifmiteachers_gblain employ-
ment. Reports will be prepared to address such issues as
the economic returns of a college education; the supply
and demand of professional personnel; the underemploy-
ment of colege gradwates; the access to professional
opportunities for women and minorities; and the re-
lationship of Federal assistance to enfployment and
postbaccalaureate education.

3

Selected Publications

Education Directory: Colleges and Ur;g/ersities(Biennial)

Fall Enrollment in Higher Education (Annual)

Profiles for Women’s Colleges: Enrollment Statistics
(Bulletin)

Residence and Mlgratlon of College Students (Penodlc)

Earned Degrées Conferred (Annual)

Assocjate, Degrees and Other Formal Awards Below the
Baccalaureate (Annual) .

Faculty Salaries, Tenure, and Fr?ge Beneﬂs (Annual)

Fmanual Statistics, of Insntutlon of Higher Education.
(Annual) :

- Trends
1968 1937

Library’ Statistics of Colleges. and Umversxtles, Insntu-
tional Data, Fall 1979  * . ‘

New Teachers in the Job Market (Periodic)

Oc:cupanonsgf Recent College Graduates (Periodic) -

Labor Foréé Status of Recent _College Gradua s
(Periadic)

<

~ <

2
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‘ ” e o 1 “Year of data collection L
C . . " Surveys . . — - =
. 9 1982 | 1983 1984
Colleges. and Universities )
. ‘ g . o - ‘o M \
Institutional characteristics ¢ O .
Fall enrollment . < -or u] r® o . O :
* Racial/ethnic data collected’ . - ’ 0: -~ 5| ©,0 s
- . . : N ) o9
Degrees and other awards conferred o O O O O '
Racialfethnic data collected O O . d ,
Residence and migration of college students m . ' g
College and University staff \ "o . O N
Faculty salaries * v e . 0 [
Fipancit;l statistics - (] g’ O
' P College and university librar‘ies’ . a ' m]
- State expenditures for postsecondary education » w0 o 0

-

;Rt;qént College Graduates .

a

S= Sample Survey , -

O
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A
adult and vocatlonal educatrOn Teenage unemploy
ment perslsts for example,, and lersure time is increasing.

number of issues have ‘hergh'tened interest in .

More-Women are entering or retummg té the wor
Age populations are shifting, and new technology is
changn?g job requirements or creating new jobs. NCES
studies provide 1nformatlon to people who deal wlth
these-issues.

2.,

Ad.i’ﬂt Educatmn

The changmg socioeconomic_composition of the.-
populatron‘.has provrded “the-impetus for the steadrIy
growing demand’ for adult education_courses. People
~—are-liging-longer, are in- better health in their later years,
- and have the economic resources to participate in a

wide tange of educational attivities, Other factors

encouraging the growth of adult education have been -

-the demands for retraining by womeén entering or

re-entenng the labor force; the negds of| new immigrants;

State . lrcensmg programns which require occupatlonal

il

3

i

R ¢

b
‘3

.

pandlng base of | persons ‘with college OF othertadvanced
education whOSe interest in fifeloy g lea'fpmg is clear. .

dents, have also contnbuted to the growth -of adult
educatlon b'y offenng attractlve courses at times con-
vement for;workers and rétirees. . In addttion,.secondary
school systems, convertmg unused classrooms and’ ayail-
,able teachers,‘ havé: ex‘lended‘ programs to adults°1n the*

s

-planners:ai

-updating, act1v1t1es'~new“job ‘technologies; .and thewex- .-

Colleges - and ‘universities, seelong et sources of stu- .

Adult and “‘
Vocatlonal Educatlon

trqn acnvrtres These surveys are repeated to provide ',
trend glata on changes in students and courses.
.. NCES sponsors ap annual supplement to the Current
Population Survey conducted by the’ ‘Bureau of the
Census rvey consists of a sample of 56,000
households to detemune their education activities during
the preceding yeéar. Ihe study. prov1des demographic
data on different segments of participants in education
“activities, including elemlentary and secondary students,
postsecondary students and adult education partici-
pants. These three segments, with some flexibility as to
type of questions, will be rotated on 'a 3-year cycle.

Complementmg ;hrs study of individuals are studies
of organlzatrons offering adult-éducation. To reduce the
burden ufon respondents most ‘of these studies use
nationally ~representat1ve samples of mstrtutlo'ns and are
. conducted: periodically in. intervals of 2 years or longer.
. Asclredule of adulgducation surveys is presented in.
the tablé-at the end of this chaptér.

S
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N

Suryeys A L A
" Patticipation . = . ' <77 '
in adult- . , -
- education:-, .. .9 o. .
- demographrc charactenstrcs of students—age, sex,
L race/ethmc origirl; income, eifucatron employ- . .
L . ment; couise charactenstxcs-fsubject areas,
’ ="' reasons for takmg courses, completion, méthod of*
: instruction; durdtion, credit, sources of paymen‘ H
?.*g -and types of admimstering institutions or agencres.

L. (’I‘rrenmal)
—— s 3~ “""’b
’ £

.

ot

» .
b

*-

pattxcrpants, by seX, race-ethnrl origin; instrugs -
tional level, and completfoys, prograin goals, andA .
mlpact, classes, and staff (natxonal and State A

*

«Adult’edumlron .
snthrough home
study:

.

N ¢ ’
‘hame and a‘dressof sponsoring school, contro :
programs, enrollments gmd completxons. (Penodxc),

“~

-

-
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Adult education
ip community ) .
organizations: - * e - : .
v " type of orgamzatron (hezath; service, welfare,
¢ivie, rehgrous), courses; tuitiorrand fees;” ,
enrollments; complétions; and methods of m?kuc- s
‘tion (televrsrot\, radro, telephone, krts) (Perrodre)

- e
R

‘Y

.

-

__Adult education

in free universities .
‘and learning © | .
centerss .
.name, address, and telephone number, type of
orgamzatron, year founded, ' affiliation; activities
offered; participants by sex, racefethnic origin;, ¢
paid and unpard full- and’part-time staff; fees;
sougces of income; dnd expenditures. (Perrodre)

~

In dev;lopix{g its priorities for adult education sur-w,r
veys, NCES consults with, educational researchers,
_Federal and Sfate education planners, and concemed
organizations in sthe field. Planmng séssions involve
representatives of these groups to establish pnontres
avoid overlap with other studies.or existing data®files,
identifying the most-needed data elemeﬂS and, estabhsl?
the optimum periodicity. Pnorrtres ar¢ also gstablrshed
by reviewing user response to prevrous«studres The’kegn
interest, Tor example, in the ﬂrst survey of free univery -
sities and leammg referral cent.ers sparked plans to- .

repeatrim 19827 7. ) °l.-'3’

LGN

&,

Data Uses and Plans

Infqrmatron from studies in adult educatron grovrdes
the basis for examining the extent to wluch adultged
'ucatron is serving students with varying academic,_and

' vocational needs. In addrtron,uthese studies expand the
scope of data avarIable to postsecondary educatron
planners.

Future plans for data collection on adult education
include surveys on partrcrpatron in adult education in
1984, adult education through home study in 1983,
and adult education in free universities and learning
referral centersin 1982.

. £

‘- .t

Vocatronal Ed atronr .

Educauon “and.* femplo nt are closely hnked
. American. society, but rrowhere are they | more drrectly
. alrgned than in vocatiohal education. Begmmng with: the
passage ‘of the ‘Smith: Hughes. Act.in 1916, Federal

, polrcy, has stressed direct. ‘support -for 4 variety’ of
_educatrond programs ‘to enhance employment opporo

tumtres forg young people Through a series. of amend-

Q
MC
5

éments and mevv laws over the years Federal fundmg

new supports skills trainirg AQf high school and -post
" high. school’ students, specralrzed 3[ob training for handi-

'~ capped and dlsadvantaquv t,udénts, as well as occupa-

tronal training ands retrammg' f(?r adults unable “to -

‘compete in today’s labdr market" .

. “The NCES vocatrorlak‘ Educaﬁgn data collectron

jand analysis program p"rowdes information on feggral-

,publrc and private nong@llegrate postsecondary schools. . )

Data System . SN

ly funded vocational tramrng programs in secondary and

postsecondary schools. Other studies provrde 4nforma- - - .., ,;

tion on students: and ]ob trqmmg programs offered by

Y 1o e
»

Vocational Educatien -

.

-y »’

The Educatron @mregdments‘of J976 (Pubhc Law
94.482 ) required NCES to develop, implement, and
operate a natronal Voeatrpnal Education Data System,

-(VEDS). C(Qess requrred telfablé ddta on vocatronal

students, programs’ program " completers . and leavers
staff,; facﬂrtres a‘n’d expendrtures with ‘such queries ‘as:
“Who is l)emﬁ served 4n vocational_education?” “How
afé they being, served"" “What.is being accomplished°"
s.:‘What, fs the cqst"".\ZEDS’ purpose is to provrde ac-
curate, State-aggregate‘“‘lnformatron on vocatronal ed-
Lucagion as ﬁgﬂj{rcted through, State-plan programs
(ur?der the

thrqugh the use of, uniform™definitions and ‘stindard
data elements to replace the heterogeneous information
. elements formerly employed by diffefent States. Such
standard. procgdures will l,relp to facrlrtate -program
audi;s eompx‘ehensiye planmng and evaluation actrvrtres

“The V.EE&system “also provides mformatron on. the
numhe of persons; bemg prepared in various occupa-
tional fields, and will bezused by State Occupational Ig:

formation Coordrnatron Cpmmrttees and Econgmic

ocational Edyication Act)"in the public -.
o 5S¢ oolssand var;rous postsecondary mstitutro’ns 'VEDSis™

& desrgnedr to offerwrmprOVed and consistent informatioh
i 'fo’ Congress andothe vanous ‘Statés. This is accomphshed

) DeVelopW ‘The resultmg data base is bemg
automatgd so that this mformatron can be'updated peri-

>

odrcally and’ used f'or a: wrde range of specral analyses *

Surveys o

RV )

* Engollment: ~ s

instruction program by sex, racelethmc orrgm and level
(secondary and three streams of postseco ndary

regionally accredited, State approveg; and other)

“

P workstudy, c,ompletionsby mstructionalpro B "
- leyel; and numh@%ﬁ

dera nds in the areas of .
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" disadvantaged, and limited Engllshpaoficiency pretation and evaluation of the VEDS data. The Task '
s . (Annuallv)' ‘Force -assisted:NCES in assufing that the VEDS data are v 3
Staff. ' < "' drssemmated with due caveats regarding their 11m1ta-~'; i
3 AN " el
“total staff and full-time equivalents, by-program assignment, ** tions, arfld that they reflect as accurately as possjble the 2%
. _ (Suspended for-198 status of vocational education. )
ot : ‘ Analyses of the VEDS data have been-used in. Con-‘ =
Finance: " % ‘ gressional - deliberations on the reauthorization of the: ¢
“p’"‘m‘“e‘by Federal and on Federil ‘°“'°:ls’ . Vocational Education Act. NCES presented testimony -
, s f“"fm”s’ and instructional aeas. (Annu g) ‘on thissubject in September 1980 to the House Sub- -}
Employer 3 ) : commrttee on Elémentary, Secondary, and® Vocational: ) i
Followup: . .. . Lo ‘Educatlon, and again in December 1981+ The data form. RO
S evalyation of employee’s technjcal knowledge, work  the pnmary basis for the Secretary’s annual reports on .
attitudes, and-work quality, by ms"“:"(‘:;‘"‘l i’;‘;ﬁ‘%‘;‘ vocational education, which are scheduled for July 1 of, .+

Lo e (Suspended-for ) t  each year. I Ag expected that data accumulated through: .

Student : T . ¢ the V S system, along with other NCES data basésg o
Followup: . »~ will-permit NCES to prepare special ad hoc analyses and

_employment/edugation statiis of completersand

leavers by field of employment, instructrona} program,

L oAaw T

eports in response to inquiries and requests from a
. variety of decisionmakers in vocational educatlon

o

sample-based)

A
4

“The schedule of surveys inth the Vocational_
Edumtron Data System program’ yis | presented in
. the table at theend of the chapter.

B .
C
.

The VEDS system came mto being with the, collec~
tion “of “data for the school year, 1978-79. These data
‘were received June 1980. Data for I979~80 the second
year of the series, were received from the States Feb-
ruary 1, 1981° Foltowup data on students and ‘their

employers for a sample of the 1978 79 students who

left or completed their programs dunng that program
.year, ‘weré also- reported to NCES with the 1979-80
data; correspond1ng followup data for the 1979-80

school year were collected December 1, 1981, along,

with dafa for the §980-81' school year, -
Analyses of data received dunng the ﬁrst 2 yéars of

the VEDS system have.revealed that. some. data elements
are relatively ‘stable.across time, thus annual collection is

1 not w.arranted Other areas,’ such as program~leaver data
e subject to conslderable unrelrabrhty *Ins order to

reduce reporting burden ori the States “such areas of data

- collectron have been temporanly suspended Ecndmg

]

further ana]ysrs and possrble redesrgn 'Ihese suspensions )

take effect

ith the 1981 82 school yéar. collectron

e
~

Ce "’i' « :ﬂ . ’

Data Uses S
Early in 1980 NCEstet upa Data Edrtmg and:Inter-
pretauon Task Force, composed of 121representat1ves:
“from the ‘secondary. and’ postsecondary ~vocational
educatron community: to rovxde: msrghts,,on;the inter-

~

*

Norrcollegrate Postsecondary S_chools

xwrth Occupational'aPrograms

- ---———~.-—~-o,~p&
' ﬂ':\

R

Nearly 8 000 pubhc arrd private postsecondary
career schools provide ]ob training in hundreds .of .-
ﬁelds i A NEAT srgmﬁcance is reflected in :their enroll--
ment of ‘almost 2 million students 3 year. Almost 80 -
percerit of the schools are; proprietary (for profit) and
eriroll 72" percent of the students. I the early 1970’,
NCES began a series of surveys to learn mofe about
these schools, their programs, and their students. This

o7

" series complements NCES survey programs for colleges .

and universities and for VEDS. L
In alternate years, NCES ‘surveys these schools to
ascertain enrgllments, programs, and other information.
School~1dent1fy1ng mformatlon is publlshed in a direc:
tory of: noncollegiate postsecondary schools A rep-.
resentative sample of Schools is’used to develop natronal
estimates of average charges, length of program, and the
number of; }ompleters and leavers, by occupatlonal
program o
Schools that offer correspondence programs are also.
surveyed to provide information on vocau& trarmng
available to persons who, because of famrly respon-
s1b1ht3es or.geographic- location, are. homebound or who )
-preféeto’ study on.d; more: ﬂexlble schedule
. Parallelmg the b1e’ nial school survey-isra’s
studres onestudents-in - these‘@chools A, Hationally.re
resentatlye sample of: students is used .to collect dern ‘
‘graphic information-and to learn the-students’ educati Qon
-ands work lustory, mforrhatlon on. therr current program
and plans for future educatlon and. work.
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T A schedule of these suieys of noncollegiate scho
i and students is-presented at the end of this chapfer.

- S"urvgy’s )

mamctenshcs of .
N’oncouegazte N e
Postsecondary N .
Schools: - B
name, address, county, telephone number;
eqroliment; control and type of school; programs
- pHered; accredrtatron,and eligibility for Federal
> C ¢ * financial programs. (Bienhial) -
’ A
Programs and P ’ L : .
‘Enrollments in . o y
Noncoueglate . ° .
Postsecondary . )
Schools: s y . .
B full- and part-time enrollments of men and

women, complet:ons and early leavers,.by sex;
length of program; average chgnges and full- and,
part-trme.staff by sex and asstgnment. (Brenmal)

H
B b3 ..

. %
n IR - . .

" '.Throughllome R ‘. . s
study 'l: - . t - T
. name: and address, enrollments and completrons,
“length of, program average charges, residential
requirements; and full- and part-time staff, by sex
~ . andassignment. (Brennral)

, Noncollegnte -
s "Postsecondary . ' )
, " \ &:hoolS. , - :
: . " age, sex, andracelethnlcgroup Highest”

éducational level; hrgh schod]'afid Work:

- experience; reasons for selecting program and
school; education and work pldgs; and parents’
\ - occupatlon and educatronal

el. (Triennial). <
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Documented computer tapes for tl;‘e 1976, 1978
and 1980 survey of schodls and for the 1977 and
1979 survey of students are available for sale.

L]

!
B }"

The Nattonal Occupational Information Coordinatirfg
Committég, and a number of agencies, organizations,
and key- individuals play important roles in developing '
the dimensions and characteristics of the NCES voca- -
. tronal education data program. They are involved m
plannlng meetings on individual projects and part1c1p'ate

in the extensive consultations that characterized the a Tk
development of the:-VEDS program. In all of these A * \
contacts, emphasis is placed upon the need to develop N
better .informatiori on job training activities and par- - %

trcrparlts The purpose is to a1d national employment
planning and to unprove caréer guldance given to stu- °
dents and other adults. * i

Blans call for conductmg triennial noncolleglate
postsecondary surveys of students for 1983 and 1986.. .
The next survey of postsecqndary schools is scheduled 3
for 1984. ‘ . VO

5 "
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Selected Publications . =
Adult and Continuing Education in Colleges and .

. Universities*(Early Release) N

Particl‘pation in Adult Education (Early: Release)
* Enrollments and Programs in Noncollegiate
" Postsecopdary-Schools (Brennlal)
Programs and Schools—A Supplement to the
Directory of Postsecondary Schools With
... ,Qecupational’ Programs (Brenmal)
Condmon of Vocational Education (One tlme)
Adult Basic and Secondary Education Trends
. CAanga)™>- o) .

- *
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Cha_x;acterfstiéé of students in noncollegiate
postsecondary schools

- :sz ) X :;' r‘ . “‘
. . : . . , “' 1 .
> ' Adult and Vocational Education Surveys
. " Yearaf data collection . R
Surveys . ) T I .
’ - . 1982 1983 1984 1985 |, 1986
Adult E&umfion _ . , i ' K
Participation in adult education i * O '
Adult edugation through home study ° ‘o '
. . — ) . M-
- Adult education in free universities and ' \
learning centers ! g 0 . W .
Adult basic and secondary education * [m] ] ] ] o
Vocational Education - ) S oo g
Vocational éducation data system—Enroliment, ‘ ’ .
staff; finances ' Co | | / ‘0 O “«
Vocational education data system—Student ‘ )
followup ‘0 a O .0 .
Characteristics of noncollegiate postsecondary
schools ' 'a O a
Pr'ograms and enrollments in ndncollegiate " ’ o »
postsecondary schools R [ ]
C ‘ . Y]
Vocational educition through home study, o a )
N . ’
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',I'he 1970’s ushered in a_ shrft m Federal emphasrs

. from: thé niedds of msntutrons to the needs of stlidents.

The adégr‘ft of pr%grams to deal with. these needs madé it
mcreasmgly Clear that data metely describing inputs to
the. gducational process were ﬂgt enough. To develop.an ,
understandtng of the transition from school to work—
and:of the factors contributing to the demand for post.
%econdary. education—education pohcy analysts needed
to examine the: process itself. Studies began, to suggest.
that the economi value of a_college education had
. declined. That finding alerted polrcymakers to the

. possibility that higher education enroliments mrght also

decline and avenues of social mobility: mrght narrow.
The National' Longitudinul Studies program was
launched to provide ongoing, descnptrve information
.about what.was.happening so that mtervenmﬁrocesses
Could be studred To do so requires, the. penodr& exami-
., nation of educatlonal and occup“atronal attainment,
aspirations, attitudes, and motivations dunng the prvotal

g,

. their plans for the future.

years immediately following lugh school W1th extensive ’

- -questioning. over. succedmg years, longrtudmal studres

. make long-range comparisons between.what mdrvrduals

expecttand what actually occurs, In this s way,: such stud
_ies:are- cntrcal to. understa’nd‘;y the processes by whrch
educatron leads mdrxlduals to clevelop therr ab)lrtres and
themroles in society, N

Longttudmaljstudres are becommgmcreasmgly 1mpor« :

and: :
ctors impact oup ults. Changes in*
dmg for. student ﬁnancral ard and other Socral A

oﬁeration of the all volynteer ated forces may ¢

pracuhry

,mﬂuence in> unpredrctaﬁle ways,‘the transrtron of: young
. adultsmto adulthfe.r “ s& ¢

n,nonal educanon, several -researche

uretums 'to-vocational educatron A Harvard study Pse

[Rsad
%S
1.4

.3

Longltudmal

'I‘he Hrgh School ‘Class
0f 1972 (NLS) :

*

The study began in spring 1972. A random ‘sample of .

18'seniors was selected from each sample school agreeing
to participate. To conduct intensive studies of disad-

"vantaged students, NCES over-sampled schools in low- . )

income ageas and schools with significant miifority en-
roliments. From schoo‘l “records, the survey “obtained

“data for each senior on hrgh school cumculum, cgegrt?

hours in major courses, grade-point average, standardized
test scores and related ‘information.-In all, over 21 000
seniors in 1,200 public ‘and private schools took tests
and_ completed questro‘ﬁnarres about themselves and
Young people’s succéss in.making the transrtron frorn ’
high school varies énormously for, reasons only 'partrally
understood. Some cling to- dependency, others move
into self-deterrhination smoothly and- completely The
followup surveys— conducted in 1973 1974 1976, and
1979 -were designed to. outline /tbe vanous paths-taken

Studlesl

Lo A ey 22T

PYETI

by young people in makt’ng the transition. ‘I‘hese surveys ,t” B
a *

charted work and’ postsecondary “school expenenees,
marnage and famrly events, commumty actmt,les,
-attitudes and aspirations by way of questioaires ?nd
personal mtervrews, e %

o

an Uses and Plans ‘

estnnatmg the -cos €of turtion. tax credits and oﬂrer
fin cral aid’sources, In Congressronal heanngs onypea:
'used NLS data to-,
support. therr testunony"about the long—t}eé’rm economrc

g
3
"'#
h

N e i
oy !
- ot N

B R PR TR

NLS data ,have been wrdelyfused for mvestigatmg ed- : i
wucational: polrcy rssues. The, Corigressional Budget Ofﬁee, )
for- example tumedlto these data:to develop% tmodel for_
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NLS data to simulate. the. hkely effect of the Pell grant‘

) program; ‘ofi- the college enrollmeént of low-incore stu-

Y

“dents. A- técent NCES survey identified over .300: re:

search »reports that used NLS-data. While NCES has
sponsored the: bulk of $hese studies, other Federal
agencies (1nc1udrng the *National Science Foundation
and the Defense Department), universities, and private:
foundatrons have. also sponsored research using NLS
data. _— - -
Plans.for fUrther NLS- followup surveys are currently
under consideration, Large-scale surveys, “stich-as- thiesé
are: expensive, and the arguments - for collecting these
data must be, balanced against; arguments for alternative
uses- of the funds. ‘During the next few years, the NLS

- sample will be traced, but not surveyed, so that when

and if a fifth followup survey takes place, the number
of lost-respondents will be minimal, The fifth-followup

_survey, when and if it occurs, will collect- data in two

major areas of importance to the educational com-
munity: continuing educational enrollments, and long-

“term developmental consequences of-education.

Because some young. people delay their college entry,

:someadrop out ahd then retum to coll'ege some attend
college part time, and some attend graduate or. profes-'
‘sronal schooI a penod of more than 15 years-may be
requiredsto -assess the eventual- educatronal att'arnments .

of the 1972. cohort ‘An earlier long-term study,of college

-students at one State university fotind- that- nearly. half of
"its college dropouts went on. to graduate: 10.0r more
Jyears after. therr initial matriculation.. In 1979, 15 per- '
+. cent of the NLS popuiation was still-enroiled in.school

and had declined only one. percentage -point per year
since 1977. Enrollment In graduate .and professronalr_

school had leveled off at about 4.percent in 1979, but.
graduate and professiodal degree awards Had not yet
‘peaked. ' .

Sttwﬁs in the human caprtal literature have shown
that edu'(:atronal attarnments ‘have very long-term effects

on;an: 1ndrvrdual’s earning capacrty Jn the early- years of "

w‘ork experience,_ before college and: professronal school

graduates have: been working very 'long,.. the: work ex- .

. perience of those, wrth lesser educatronal attarnments

prov1des i salary beneﬁt that obscures the economrc )

returns. to education. It may . take a; decade of edmings
after college graduatron to, assess fully the éconofnic
advantages conferred by. hrgher educatron . .

‘Surveys. - .. - . ’ '
Basetyear survey

(spring 1972): :

age, sex, racial/ethnic background, religion,,

. physical handicap; socioeconomic status of

' family and community; school charactetistics;

, future educational and work plans; test scores;

. _ school experience; school performance; e
~ . - . waik status; work perfofmance and satisfaction.

. -,
Followup surveys
(fall 1973, 1974,
1976, and 1979)

* .

.

¢

ancial assistance for postsecondary
education. The fall 1976 survey collected
information on opinions relating to sex and race
bias. If also included student rating of high
school and postsecondary school attamment.
Overall response to each of the first four
followups was 90 percent.

Hrgh School and Beyond
(HS&B) o

New educatron 1ssues have ansen since NCES began
its longltudrnal study of the 1972 senior class. Dechnrng
test scores arfd minimum competency testing,’for ex-
ample, are causing concern among parents and educators

_alike. So is the_rate at which many students drop out
before graduatrom Increased opportunrtres in vocatipnal
i ,educatron are openrng ‘new vistas for youths concerned

about their futures. And; concern over access to post-

..secondary and vocational education_has brought a
ksharper focus on the educatron expenence of Hrsipamc

youths . " o ! .
To -examine-these and other issues mentroned n the
mtroductron to thrs chapter, NCES initiated a ecortd .

.,longltudrnal study, ﬂrgh Schiool and _Beyond, to comple:

ment the: fitst, The new survey concens the high school

) students .of 1980. ‘By seeking the same types. of data
, gathered in_the first-study, the second .allows a, detailed:
companson of the two senior classes and an assessment

-~

w

i ;grade average; credits earned; type*
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of the changes and problems that. have arisen since 1972.
However, the second study differs from the first, in two
significant ways. First, jt addresses many new elements
in the educational .process. And second, it mcludes the
sophomores of 1980 as well as the seniors.

The' initial ‘study of-1972 Jaid the grqundwork for..

companson It recorded the ecﬁllomlc andsocial con-
" ditions surroundmg high school seniors in that'year and,
withih that context, their hopes and plans It has since
measured the outcomes ‘while also observrng the inter.
vening processes High School and Beyond allows
researchers to monitor changes by, retaining the same
goals, measuring the economic returns. of postsecondary
education for minorities, delineating the need for finan-
cial aid, etc. By ultimately comparing the results of the
two studies, researchers can determine how hopes, plans,
and outcomes differ in response to changing conditions
_or remain the same despite such changes, -

The additional cancerns of the new study encompass
issues that have surfaced since the original study began.
How did the increased availability of student financjal
aid alter student plans for further education? How were
these plans affected by parents’ income and education?
Has the financial squeeze on middle-income families
. altered therr attitude toward postsecondary education?
What will be the effect of chdnges in Federal student
‘financial aid? These Questions, as well as concerns

~ about declifing test scores, youth employment, and
brhngual educatlon will be addrqssed along with a host
of others

Data Sources

The 1mt1a1 natronal sample for ngh School and
Beyond was .considerably-larger than. that employed in
the earlier study. The .base year of this sample survey,

) tronnarres (sample of parents from both sophomore ang

senior cohorts). The student questionnaire focused on

. individual and family background high school experi-

eences, work experience$ and future plans. Cognitive
tests administered to students ‘measured both verbal and

. quantitative abilities.

In addition, sophomore tests included brief achreve-
ment measures in science, writing, and civics while sen-
iors were asked to respond to, tests measuring abstract
and nonverbal abilities. The parent questionnaire elicited

g information about how family attitudes and financial

planmng affect educational goals. Each school in the sur-
vey was asked to provide information about enrollment -
staff, educational programs, facilities and services ,drop-
out rates, d special programs for handicapped and dis-
advantaged students. The teacher comment checklist
provided teacher observations on students partn.lpatmg
in the sur¢y.

The longitudinal design of the study calls, for follow-
up surveys of substantial subsetﬂ)f the two cohorts at
2-year intervals. Data collection for the first followup
began in spring 1982. These data will enable analysts to

. determine how student plans and aspirations have

changed or worked with time. The first followup of
sophomores will also provide insights into the school
dropout problems and to the influence of the last 2
years of high school on student attitudes and aspirations.
In brief, HS&B will provide current information
throughout the 1980’ on the educational, vocational,
and ‘personal development of young people as they move’

. from high school into adult life.

Surveys - ) ‘

N (Y
Base-year : Y

_(spring 1980)

age, sex, raclal/ethmc backgroun‘d religion; socigeconomic

[
it

‘\‘ .

PR T

o

which was conducted early in 1980, collected data from
over 58, 000-stu enfolled’in over 1,000 pubhc and
private schools across the Nation, To permlt separate

status of family and community; school experiences; e
test scores; school performance; school characterisncs

- and teacher observations; future edueatibnal plans;

o analyses, 'sevepal  student subpopulatlons ‘were over- . [Tamily status and orientations; work experience and * _
e . . sampled, nptably Hrspame students in alternative and ' satisfaction; future occupational goals; plans for
S

- and ability-to finance postsec(ondary“edueat;qm

vy

Cathohc:onotherpm/ate schools Lt

2) school questronnarres 3) teacher <o Ment checkhsts\

et i

4)csecond language qpestlonnaxres and ﬂ5) parent ques-

th"g.base-year survey were 1) sophomore»‘ s o -

Fist follbwup
,(spring 1982) .

sophomoreS' Informatxon collected in the
base-year survey was collected agarn m the first-”
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followup. In addition, student transcripts
and data on dropouts were oollected

‘seniors age, sex, fatital status, community
cha.racteristlcs, work plans; eduwtlonal

postsecondary school and program characteristics;

DataU - , LT

> . doo-

The en]argé‘d scope of Hrgh School and Beyond -has
e generated éveft more mterest than ‘its predece§sor,
‘partieularly in the areas of State and'local policy. The

: basic design of this>survey” permitted State: planners to
obtain. State estimates by providing funds for augment-
7 ing “samplés in therr States. This was done by two
i States ﬁashmgtou and Tilinois. In 3ddition, one State *
i (OWi@)gadded questions. to obtairi specrﬁc information
o glated to its parttcular policy;- program, and budget
:““ - needs. OveraIl six - States have State-representauve data
ST 7 and aré theréfore ablesto make meanmgf'ul compdrigons
L beﬂtweén their ‘studénts and. nauonal data developed by
i NCES. - .

‘ ‘ - Inf desrgmng the base-year survey,- advxce and recom-
i mendatrons”were sought from numerous groups “with

mterest m secoﬁ'dary and postsecondary educatron and’
also “fiom ﬁohcy analysts who had worked" with datd
- dfrom: the 1972"study. As d result, "HS&B data {les.are
‘» fremely useful for examimng a w1de varietys of ed--
Lo iroatronal pohcy issues .at, the FederaIwState, -and local

~ .0f:1980 with those of 1972 )

LT Among the ﬁrst analyitic Studres using the base-year
data ‘was one by Profgssor. James S. Coleman entitled
“Pubhc and anate Schools.” It formed the bam for an

NCEST‘Seminar ift whxch the author fand a number of .

S, 8 Hij chool” ~1llu-
S -miriates’ th ffeots -of Govemment-sponSored work and

sattamment work: htstory, attitudes and dpinions; ‘

‘level: They also: make rt possrble to corpare t the students .

Several forelgn countnes have expressed interest i
replicatingy HS&B in. their own countries. Japan‘and
Spain-hgig -already initiated such studies while Kofea
and Mexico have consulted with NCES about the possr-
bility of doing so. \

A.representative list of publications based on' NCES’

. Greditseamed; ; type of fiitancial aid for'?#" two. long1tudma1 studies appears below.
condary eduoation. R

Selected Pubhcatlons
Natlonal Longttudmal Study of the High School Class of

ST

Attrition ‘Ftom College: The Class of 1972 Two and:

One-Half Years After High School Graduation ',

A Capsule Description of Young ‘Adults Four and One-

Half Years After High School
A Capsule Description of Young Adults Seven and One-

- Half Years After High School -
Distribution and Packaging of Student Financial Ard
Transfer Students in Institutions of Higher- -Education
Experiences of Recent High School Graduates: The
. Transition to Work and Postsecondary Educatlon

. (Published by.Lexington Books) - -

College Attainment Four Years After High School

Highly Able Students Who-Did Not Go To College '

Natlonal Longitudinal Study of the High School Class of
1972, Study Reports Update: Review and: Annota-
tions ° o , D

ngh School and Beyond

A Capsule Description of Hrgh School Students

Youth Employment During High School

.The Draft?.Student Opinions (Bulletin)

NCES Study Examines Changes in Coursework of High

Schoel Seniors (Bulletin)
ngh School Seniors Wil Work for Less than the Mxm- .
mum Wage (Bulletm) .
Pubhc and Prifate Schools ‘

D;solphne and. Order'mAmencan ngh Schools

o e o, s v Bty

trammg programs. Ntmlerous other studles have been
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‘Leaning resources play a vital role in the educational
and cultural advancement of the Nation. NCES prowdf

~ statistical information on: -

.. 0" Libraries

o Educational technology,
Info?matron in these areas is used by Federal, State
and local governments, associations and businesses to
> aid in the planning and administration of these activ-
ities. An information exploslqn and raprd' technglogical
advances coupled ‘with budgetary pressures have increas-
ed the need for information to make decisions affectmg
_ the future of leafning resources.. .

. Libraries , .

__The vital role of libraries in prowdmgknowledge and
mformatlon -was underscored by the 1979- White House*

Learmng Resoufces -

-

and holdings, services, cooperative intgrlibrary arrange-
ments, facilities, and expenditures fortﬁhe various types
o{ libraries. These surveys are periodically updated. A
handbook on terminology and concepts was publlshed in
1981. "

-

Surveys

Library human -
resources: » o . £
staffing patterns for all types of Libraries; number,
full-time equivalent, sex and distribution of "
professional, paraprofessional, clerical, and other
staff categories in staff positions; job functions,
- education and training; entty-level requirements,
changes iif manpower requirements and hiring .
patterns (education, experience, related fields),
emerging occupations, job supply, positions filled,
and vacant personnel sources; factors effecting
employment changes; and projections of staffing
. needs for a decade. (Occasional)

« -

" Conference on Libraries and Informatron Services. The R-s.

. conferencé called for the development of a national ’ , % Public libraries: .-
name, address and telphone number number and

information policy to ensure broad provision. of infor-
- mation, through shared resources. It also sought to.assure
access.to. hbrane,sazl.v@ 'mformatxon services-to-children,
- the aged,” the hofmebound, minorities and the handi-
4 capped "NCES "provided relevant , .data collected by its
surveys to the conference partlclpants, us1ng Data In-
formatlon prlay System (DIDS), for thrs purpose

e ,}..,._ PO — A ,s«... et e =,

D th A
ology (1dentical terms and eoncepts).» -descri
alt beranes,so that a systematic'surveyfsystem provrdmg

type of units (central, branches, bookmobiles),
number of full-and part-time professronal staff by
sex and earned degree; number of full- and part-
time nonprofessional staff; number of unfilled .
budgeted posulons, library revenues and
_expenditures by source; book and media-
collections, circulation; interlibrary loans;
hours and days of service; and facilities.. .
‘(Quadrennlal)

media eenters .

; s(public and
v,pnvate) . e

name; address and telephone number; enrollment
number of. classroom teachers, grade. span; number
of libra.ry/ medra staff by sex and eamed degree,

interlibrary loan transactions, hours and ’days, of
se;vlce faeﬂitres' and expenditures, by sourco ;
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Oollege.and 0 . . - administration; receipts by sources; number of
university . . . ! ) - full- and part-time staff, by sex and position and i
librariés: . ) ) . type of service; unfilled budgeted positions; total 23
name, address, and telephone number; number . co*llecnon, use of collection; interlibrary, loans; i
aifd salaries of full- and part-time staff by sex and hours and days of sesvice; public service outlets; |
. position; circulation and inteslibrary loan facilities. Statewide specialized segvices, activities o
- . transactions; book and media-collections; hours .o and functions. (Occasional) el
. and days of semcc operanné expendxtures by ) ) :
: . urpose. .. - N
T . Status: 1979 report p?:binpshed hbrgty‘netw?rks ' * %
' 1982 survey planned  2nd ¢ooperative : . 5
e . . . library o
Special o ) oxgamz%nons- L k . . . “é
libraries—Federal name, addrgss, orgamzanop‘al structure; number‘ }
o Government: i . : of full- dnd part-time paid and~n9npaid staff; Ty
¢ ,'f ‘s name, address, and telephone number, typeof  ~ source of funds; types of expenditures; major :
Lo - library, number and type of units (centeral, services and activities; computer and other
. 11 branches, bookmebiles), classification system; w  automatdd support acnvmes; (Occasional) Y
’ Ca _book and media collections; circulation, and S I
: { . interlibrary loan transaction; hoursand days of . ’ ! DU
e { service; other services (documents depository, : . o T
v bibliographies, transactions); automated functions; . * . . . ¢
i { expenditures; staff by GS rating and sex; unfifled, . - o . o
) budgeted positiofis; facilities; and consortia, . o . - - <
T - “networks and/or cooperative arrangements. R ; . . e
SN - . ' (Occasional) . . ) i
S - Data Uses s -
) State govemment. . . .. _
. S typ:ﬂeﬁﬁgx(?;ﬂzs%‘:;:c;::;?:;p?g?;g:;d New demands placed on librariés for various typesof . :

name of agency of which this library isa patt; information tend to shlft their role as depositories to the
public access; number of full- and part-time staff,  more complex role of information centers. At a time

by sex.and pgsitionylibrary revenues and  when circulation continues to grow, urgency for other
expendnures, by-sotirée; hBrzry collection; loan ’

iy ) services rises. Withstanding the impact of -inflation,
¥ . - transactions and use; circulation, reference and' lib & di d k h &
directional transactions; hours anddays of service;— 10Tary expenditures 0 not keepspace with incrtasing
?,‘ - facilities; clasﬂﬁmmn sysfem used for new needs, and the outlook for libraries appears uncertain.
U acqulsmons,and participation in cooperative _ The NCES library data files are used for various
: arrangements and/or rietworks. (C‘cmmal) services at the State and local levels and by the Office of..
L T ) S Libraries and Learning Technologies (OLLT) for admm-
Special libraries— L. L ‘\xstenng Federal fibrary funds. Currently, NCES' and.

~ . ‘State’agencies: -
v —ae e = - name, address, person.to contact, principal ~OLLT are conducting the llbrary human resources

administratonof State library-agency; State library ~ SUIvey that will: prov:de data to project trends in ‘the -
" agency governance; State library agency’s _ supply and demand:for libfary personnel in the 1990’s.
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tion technologies in elementary, secondary, and higher ~ Census of colleges and ‘universities. A second, more
education. o comprehensive sutvey, based on a repfésentative sample ‘ -
. : . of institutions, fatulty, and students, will be completed R
Surveys . ’ ¢ .~ in 1985. The study is planned to be repeated in 1989. o
“ e \." 7" Both effort,s(w’rll focus on tirevavailability=and use of . =573
Educational ) computers in postSecondary education. . :
technology ) - \5 *The data: collected'from these studies are used in 7
.. broadeasting— . . . ™ i varying degrees by the Office of Librariesand Léaming . . :
o "%, Cementary and . too Technofogiés, _the ' National Institute for Education, L
L v v, secondary . .
M . district, schookand teacher background  the Corporatron for Public Broadcasting, and the public
- characteristics. preparation and training in use of broadcastrng communrty to aid in plannmg, implement-
¢ - instructional televisiod\(ITV); availability, ing, and admrnrstenng televrsron and radio budgéts and
utilization, admi_nlstrative and fin cialsupport ; programmrng . L
for ITV; conditions affecting use oNTV;and To establish pnontres for data collectlon NCESand .. &
- thudes lowardg Y- o CPB work, glosély with key igaders- and t ce
. StatuL-Report aviilable | y with key leaders-a associations in -« .
- . . the"ﬁelds of elémentary, secondary, and higher educa- Ll
s * tion. Each tudy. requrres'endorseme,nts from such major S
i‘;;it‘;gg“ﬁ organizations as the Council of Chief State School "'y :
broadcasting— o Officers, the National Education Association, the As- :
mghe;edu'caﬁo:/ - o .. : sociation of American Colleges and Universities, the .
. : Ty instruction, facility and batkground ~ American Association of Community ‘and Junior Col- .
L T thchatra;teri;tigs; conﬁittiiti’zn:d under which ITV.and  leges, and similar.g ups. NCES and CPB are advised and 3
other technologies are >av. \] " H
and matenaisglf:cultyuand stll;e:itlaubsle :g lll'l'g/mae:d- ' helped by these ociations, as 'Well ® key Federal = - ‘
radio; percentage of course hours using ITV; agencres in the development of their data-collectron
#  institutional arrangements for ITV use;* and analyses activities. (See table at end of chapter
N administration, faculty and student attitudes  describing the planned program. )’
. - . ’ -
- e ae = [ nani >

Technology/ Educatronal
Broadcastmg

n the last decade television setg computers, v1dt;o-

'“*mx tape machines and other technologies have emerged as
®Jominant forces in education. Since 1970, NCES and

the Corporation for Public Borad} sting (CPB) have
jointly sponsored a statistical projram to collect,
analyze, and disseminate information Yrelating to’ tele-
vision, radio, and related edutation
Included in NCES/CPB data base are 3tudies on the
availability and use of television and othet communica-

. technologies: -

JogTers S g e

. J. N A Seee o X . e e
. s .1 e . -

‘ towards IV and tadi; and perceived barriers . ;

v

. toward ITV and radio use. - i
. : Status: Report available .
e e N
Data Uses an{d Plans K W

‘ The elementary and sec:ondary study, rnrtrally con- _‘-'
ducted in 1977, was based upon a represgntative sam- .
ple of pchool districts, ss.hools and teachers. The survey X
~ will be conducted again'in-1984 ‘and will includea full
range of electronic technologigs. The ﬁrs.tphase’sﬁy of .
the hrgher. education study completed in 1979 was a -
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Planners can rarely spend-long penods of time searching  each year as data become, available from NCES surveys
for “appropriate: data when preparing schedules apd ~ and those of other government agencies. All available
budgets and planmng cumcula The. ready avarlabrhty tapes and other ¢6mputer-g6nerated products may be
of data js therefore vital to them for decisionmaking. ~ purchased from the Center.

Aware of “this ficed, NCES has developed an infor- ©  Another essential element of the Center’s reference
mation program allowrng easy access to a wide range  capacity is its publications program. Annually, NCES
of data’ The program centers on the Statistical Infor- ~ publishes approximately 60 documents that detail
mation Office (SIO), computer services, and pubhca- particular aspects of education for planners and re-
" fions, - searchers. They are publrshed in a variety of forms:

~
"
.

expanded data ‘bases. The ‘mformatron is, drawn from  standard terminolégy. Of these publications, the.most
studres made by NCES as well as thOse conducted by widely used are The Condition of Education; the Digest

. “agencies ;aid " orgamzatrons Tlus depth of te- of Educatzon Statzstzps, and Pro;ecttons of Education
sources "has enabled SlO to respond to the 24 000 Statzstzcs. The Condition offers statistics on. American

requests recerved m the past year, Users of thrs mfor- educatron within a framework of socral indicatprs, using - h

\ “nation; represent a. wide " ranige of mstrtu,trons and - ‘tables and graphs supported by interpretive text. The
dmduals “!I‘hese mclude members of Congress and  Digest is a compendium of' statistical information cover-
Congressronal committees,. .govemment agencies, school ing American education from préprinary to graduate

) and college admrmstrators educational "researchers and 'school. Projections presents historical trends. and

pnvate crtrzens SIO frequéntly answers uniqué ques-  staff, graduates, and expenditures fof elementary,
trons requmng specral tabulatrons, analyses, andreports «  secondary, and postsecondary education. All three

: number of Federal formula~grant programs or:to deter- . agericies. s ‘" 2
mme how much vanous proposed changes m laws would x _‘ o oo ,'

$8 blllron 4 year in support of awrde varrety of educa- F ast Response Slll'Yey System

L tronal'ob_]ectrves e . : i IR -
neii o T T

Emergrng educatronal developments often requrre
n curfent gata to assist education officials formulate
capacrty, the Cenfermffers a rangeof data unavgrlable . pohCres, plans, or priorities. To help- ﬁll tlus need when
“in pnnted form Around 1000 uests: ,for' these __policy-oriented: data are not available, NCES established.

publrc and pnvate users Comp rtapes are' especrally conduct upon fequest, fast response. surveysm six major.
demand ’l’o allow the wlllest us of these NCES educatron sectors: 1)-State education agencies’ (SEA ’8);.
t" ~ y

2) Tocal. educatron -agencies - (LEA s); 3)- put;’hc elemen-

< -+ Information Services: _

"Problerns jn educatron often requrre quick sofutions.  NCES adds approximately 20 new tapes to its data base '

"SI0 has access: to anexhaustrve store of educatronal } early releases that present preliminary data, reports ... .
mformatron through a ser1es of constantly updated or  and bulletins, analyses, directories,-and handbooks of

) wnters, news medra representatrves busmess firms; and projections. for 10 .years on enrollments, instructional. . .

SlO also comprles data used to. allocate funds fora’ _publication§ present data collected by NCES and other.

servrces were ﬁlled Tast ~year§ commg,from all types of‘ the Fast Response Survey System ‘(FRSS) in: 1976 to .

tary: and -secondary. schools; 4) private . elementary apd:. . .
secondary schools 5) mstrtutrons of:: hrgher educatron, R
.6

‘‘‘‘



T rema.lmngf e,
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S .leffectrve fundrng option .that: wouId

e e ay R e T

grams. The SEA’s are canvassed as a umverse and small
national -samples  are-- prc-established to survey the

-

’

. -

Some recent surveys conducted by FRSS include:
o. ESEA Title I Evaluation: School District Needs'
for. Technical Assistance,, a survey. ed for
program direction. .
ESEA Title; I Schoolwide Pro_] ects: Ehge%rhty

~and Participation, a survey of State education
agencies, used to provide a better, understanding
of the Title I legislative amendment maki
schoolwide projects eligible for ESEA funding
under certain conditions.
Availability ~of Eveing or Weekend Bac a-
laureate Degree-Credrt Courses, a survey of in-
stitutions of higher education, used as” policy
recommendations to improve access to higher
education. "
Preparation for Arts and Related Careers under

o]

Vocational Educafion; a_survey. of ‘State educa- -

tion-agencieg/sed for program management.’
Interactive JUse of Computers for Instruction,
a survey -of public school districts, used to-
provide information on the extent or nature of
student computer instruction and to investigate

the need for Federal assistance in. the planmng .

of such a program.
School District Perceptions of Federal Competi-"
tive. Education Programs, a survey of public
school districts, used ‘in conjunction with a
Congressionally mandated study tof current and
alternative ways of providing aid to education.
o, Public School Utilization of Computers, a spring
*,.survey of. public: scheols, to be.used. in-the De-

partment’s formulation of policy and plans to -

‘deyelop. the full educatronal potentral of the new-
. compufer. technologles and. to Assist- schools in
"+ -realizing:! the- full?eneﬁts ‘of themutrhzatmn -
" An additional snini-survey was conducted by NCES,
using some of the techniques developed in FRSS Nme
..-States. with- large concentfations of- Indo-Chlnese refugee
hlldren were requested: to: furnish data on these chlldrenn
enrolled in. the; State and in each of ﬁve heavrly rmpacted.
dxstncts The ﬁndmgs were- used: to determine the_most
mﬁf-drstncts gnd
“States.in coping with the. rncreasAng mﬂuxrof the. reftggee
chlldren. o

ey g

Intematlonal Educatmn
Statlstlcs |

The Educatronal Am.endments of 1974 described
+one mandate of NCES to “review and report on educa-",
“tional activities in foreign countries.? The NCES pro- "
gram for international statistics includes activities to
improve the quality and comparability of mtematronal
statistics relating to education and other social concerns; .
to assemble in a central location reliable studies of
trends_in schooling and educatronal achievement, prin-
clpally from countries having a comparable level of
educational development with the” Unjted' States; to-
supply such international orgamzatlons as UNESCO
and the’ Qrganization for Economic Co-operation and '
Development (OECD) with standardlzed statistics of X
the United States educational system; and to conduct
and report- on studies that have been identified as

relevant to U.S. concers and'of policy interest.

The objective of the program is to provide systematrc
statistical data on the,,educanonal experiences aﬁd\trends
in other countries so as to provide insights into the -
educational practices of the United States. For example,
in fiscal year 1979 NCES sponsored a study of adult
education activitiés in nine countries. The outcome was
a detailed volume of descnptlve and statistical infor
mation about the rndl dual programs for adults i in those
countries. Inforta ﬁr:panng the public expendi-
tures for schooling, participation rates of school-age
children, and educationdhachievement levels of the
opulation are disseminated_in the major reports of

CES (annual tables-are carried in The Dlgest of Educa‘
n Statrstrcs)

’

v

_D‘a Uses and Plan,s"

N

Compiyative s tistics on schoohng in the-Umted o '

Congress in\| thei dehberatrons on the progress of
education in the Wnited- States. In 1981, the. Secretary
of Educatron tahhshed a Commlssron.. on Excellence._

othel% nations are used by members of

educatron in the ‘mted States That™ commlsslon was
asked to examrne the progress of education in other'
countnes' the purpose was-to.look at. progress -of. the:i !

. . "‘é :

e e s .




Sphstrcs assembled by NCES. could- -be
used a$ the'b ’1s for some of those discussions.
*An expand\d effort is underway to_assemble statis-
- tical data on

.

.
* *

and d

will also be madq to identify large-scale
preferably longitudi

developed countries
tions of the outcomes of education. Special interest in
the progress of educauon in Japan, the Federal‘Republlc
of Germany, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republrcs
(U S.S.R.), 4nd other Eu opean countries has increased
the attention NCES plans o grve to collection of staus-
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Selected Programs for Work?ar Trammg (September
981)
A summary description of worker- training programs
in seven industrial nations, based on a study done for
¢NCES by Educational Testmg Service,

Selected Publncauons
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. _Llalson with Outsrde éroups

educational trends and_oytcomes of de:
' veloped countzies and to publish a number of analytlcal
criptive’ geports on the changes in schoolmg in

some t(jﬁ\l-hesﬁec untries. Through'the NCES-sponSored

Statistical Analysis Group in Education (SAGE), efforts ..

rveys of stu-
_ dents and youth in several countries. Crﬂ;s\sections or
al studies on the expenences of
youth in school and work fin a number of industrially
ake possible comparative descrip-

‘,—
!

.

D1ssem1nat10n of educatlonal statistics is als%tltat- )
ed through cooperative activities with outside orgRniza-
tions, including partrcrpatron in professional meetings
and cooperative projects representing State educatron .
ofﬁ,crals at the elementary/secondary and }ugher edlrca-
tion levels, ’

A series of regular meetings links NCES wrth reg{e-
sentatives of such user groups as associations represent-
ing hjgher educatrorﬁ stitutions, a council of private
secordary school repregentatrves, and deans of teacher-
trammg colleges.

i
¥

NCES staff members regularly participate in programs
at relevant profess‘lonal meetings, both to communicate
the results of recent statistical studies as well as to main:
tain _qontacts awith those condlucting surveys.

Another highly important link is the commynica
tion with the education community prov1ded as a

0
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gEducation Statistics. The council, mandated by, Public
- Law 93:380, consists of seven public members appomted
by the Secretary as well as ex-officia members from
several Federal agencies concerned with educational
statistics. The Council was established to review tlk
standards and procedures used by NGES and' to make>
specific recommendations for their Improvement. The
Council also helps insure that NCES products are free
from bias or.politicl influence. *
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byproduct of the ‘activity of the Advisory Council on, » * = .
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NCES pxowdes techmcal assrstance to the: States
through AWo; contracts that provrde State;postsecondary
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formatxon systems among the States The two networks
help lmk Federal educa'uon data collectors’ 'thn State-

S Y, s e 23t g M bey
[
.

¢
networks NCES leams the avaxlabrhty of data 1n schools

and collegés, the probable .6ost: of* collectrng the data,‘
. pnontles in data needs of State and mstrtutronal
. planngr Land admmxstrators.__ & P

NCES also recerves planmng assrstance from: the net-
works m acwnﬁer of other ways- such as hx helpmg "o‘
reﬁnet gro os‘ed sirvey mstruments b? suggestmg the
best méthodsﬂof ,ga'thenng essential mformatlon* hile
wkeeplng “data hurden at.a mmxmum, and L by  pTOVi ‘;hg-a

contmumg source of Feedback in the data planning/

>
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State Personnel ;Exchange

travel costs for State employees to revrew the methods-
or. solutrons used by other States

consultants who may be less farmhar w1th State-opera
ing procedures. and operatmns in a. partxcular area,; Lnt
ariother usé of the personnel exchange, 3, State may.
request personnel from:of¢ .or-more. States to: conduct
a-1eview of its management information. system: In’ thls S
srtuatron,( a: team of experts from several States v1$1ts

‘State agency, ‘reviews. opefations, and makes -18C0 m-
mendatro&s to-the chief execustive: ofﬁcer of. the edum-
. tion agency involved, Approx.tmately 30. personnel_
exchanges and team reviews occur during a one-year
penod . - L




