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ABSTRACT i -
A-study identified the homophones most commonly used
in children's writing-~and showed how the relative use of spec1f1c
/ homophones changes as wkiting’ skill develops. Komophones:- appearlng in
Rinsland's "A Basic Vocabulary of Elementaty School Children," a
vocabulary list compiled from a national sample of children's writing
in grades 2 through 8, were identified by cross-matching with two .
extensxvekho@ophone lists. This procedure. resulted ih 217. +homophone
" units cons1§%%ng'%f 451 words. A tabulation of the grade level ,
~ .~ frequency of"®ach homophone was made, vesulthg in 49 "common"
homopﬁones--those occurr1ng 10 or more times at 5 different grade
levels. The rema1n1ng ‘homophones were then placed in rank order. * ‘
Since students in the higher grade levels provided more running words
.for the Rinsland study than did those, in lower grades, the resulting
composite was somewhat “biased in the direct;on of older writers, but
indicdted that certain homophones were dominant at every grade level.
. Two homophone units-="there/their" and "to/two/too" y-exhibit the
greatest ut111ty at every grade level. An important implication.of
these findings is that many homophone units generally considéred the
- province of primary grade instruction.should be reviewed and
practiced throughout- elemeéntary school spelling instruction. (HTH)
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_ RELATIVE FREQUENCY OF HOMOPHONES IN CHILDREN'S WRITING
i

Larry éentry

. L
Studies of qhildren's\s elling errors indicate that the correct
P. g

spelling of homophones (words w{ih'the same pronunciation, but different

méanings and spellings) is a diffi&ult task for many students. .

t \ o~

= Johnsdn (1950) Tisted 28 homophones among the "100 words most

'l . Freqqently mlsspeljed by, students in Grades 3 8 andyseven among the

’ .\tlrst twelve (|.e., bhelr too therer“eu}, througg) you' re, clo;hes) \.

X u,'f N EiiZ?ePaTd'(ISSZ) found SJm!lar»cesults;ln his Etudy‘of m|55pel}1ngs in .
; . . T L e AN

S pﬁaaés‘}ié;,dgfh ?G“homépnones ariong éhe']db_mbet_difﬁicult‘words. L

[} «
- . . . -
- - . - . . : P . )
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°o . Al though Wost, spelling texts. devote some attehtéon to instruction

\ . .-

s ’ . .
* - .

- in h6nophones;'there are considerable differences between pregrams in

R4
, | i N
« ' . < 2

the specuflc homophones selected for instruction. In an examination..of .

.
- - -
-

seven elementary Spejllng serles, the author found no homophones

1 -

. common to all seven, and only two pajr common to Six serleS' Some homo-

phones that are lnfrequently used in children's writing (e.g., heal/heel

toe/tow) appeared in the majority of series, while some frequent1y‘used'

.- a . N . < .
* . homophones (e.g., for/four, its/it's) appeared in only one or two (Gentry, .
.. N ST s ’ ’ C ” '
1980). . ‘ T

R g . . w . ' 4
The present study identifies the homophones most commonly used in

children's writing in Grades 2-8 and shows how the relative use of
. . ¢ 0

‘specific homophones. changes'as writing skjll devefops: Such data 'should

- T e

prove useful in designing appropriate nomophone instruction for students.
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'matghing tbe Rinsland vocabulary with the extedsiye lis of'hdﬁophones
) * . . - . . » . ) . -

_at five different grade lavels,
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The study is based on the hoﬁophone units (g} ups of two or more

‘e

homophones) appearing.in Rinsland's A Basic Vocabulary'of Elementary

School<Children (1945). - The Rinsland list, compiled from aanationai

sample of children's writing in Grades‘2-8<jan? oral vo;abulary-at Q[éde

1), contains 14,571 words that were, Osed three or more*times in some six

. - . ¢

million. runaing.words, - :, . RSN - T
5 . . . ’ " : Y ..‘ . _’(’ - "‘\ ] -
Homophones appearing in the Rifsland .list"were identified by cross-

' o R .

s A
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conpiled by thtfbrd-(i966)‘and Cronnell (1970)- This, procedure extracted

) . -y . - S
217 homophone units congisting of. 451 words, .

@

» >

A tabulation was made of the grade-]evel\%reﬁuency of each homophone
. b

occurring in Grades 2-8.

""Common'' homophones were defined as’ those in
N . " . n

»,

which af least two mem

rs 6f a homophone unit occurred ten or more times
A total of 49 homophone units met this |
% ’ la. ’ ' . A ' )

criterion.
.

- ’ h )

A .
its were then placed in rank order from

These remaining homophone u

most common to least commormby list}ng each individual homophone by

.
-

2 B \‘_ ‘
number of.occurrences. The highest rank Wa% agsigned to the homophone

.uhik

Y -

in'which the !'weaker" (least frequent) member of a pajr occurs more |

frequently'éhan'thé weaker members of other pa}ré.‘“Eor example, although

the word | is the most frequently .used member of any homophone unit, its

. -

homophpnous &orrespondent, the word eye, is relatively iqfrequentf yThe
' 4 : K *

. ] > - ~ . . ' .
1/exe unit thus ranks behind those units in which both members of.a unit'

occur more frequently (e.g., there/their). , . - PR

) B * s -

By applying these proceéures‘to the total ‘occurrences of ha'homqphong-

S
¢ )

units in Grades 2-8," the mank order shown in Table Q&M@s established.- .
i . L] “
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- . Table 1 . .
Composite Rank Order of Homophones in Grades 2-8 »

1. there/their . ‘ 26. we'll/whee] #x
2. to/two/too ) 27. piece/peace,
3.  know/no . 28. blue/bliew
L.. write/right 29. be/bee
5. for/four \ 30. -nose/knows
6. here/hear & "31. -flower/flour
* 7. by/buy \ 32. merry/marry#st
T 8.7 itsYitds \ 33. fourth/farth
9. new/knew o 34. your/you're
10. would/wood *° . ‘ 35. seequcene
-11.  ate/eight ) 36. wait/weight
12. our/hour* 37. sail/sale
13. see/sea 38. plane/plain
14. road/rode 39. sent/cent, ~
15. where/wear®%* Lo. way/weigh
16. one/won L1. &unt/angsd
17. hole/whole . L2, week/weak
18. through/threw L3, which/witch** !
19. meat/meet Ly, made/maid .
20. dear/deer L5, rose/rows \
21. sun/son 46. axe/actsiins
22, passed/past 47. bear/bare
23. weather/whetherv* 48. heard/herd
2k, 1/eye’ kg, capital/capitol
25. so/sew )

Y

= 0 ~
-

*Our and hour are homophones when our is in a‘'stressed position in
{ a sentence. When our is unstressed, it is homophonous With are,
~ —_— ‘.
**These words are homophones only for those speakers whquo not
dlstanU|sh between /w/ and /hw/.

- . %%%Some English speakers distinguish- betweennthe vowe Sounds L% SR

merry and»marry, and/or aunt and ant.” a ﬁ f‘*
#*%iMogt Engllsh speakers do. pot pronounce the tin acts. - »
- i - ’- l e ' v v"’ . )
‘ -, \( ‘l, o
* - o . - ¢ S
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As a compositehlfsting, Table. 1 reveals those homophone units that

.

are most useful across grade'levels. Since students in the higher grade

£

levels provided more yunnjﬁ@ words for the Riholand study than those in
lower grades,, it is somewhat biased in the direction of older writers.

It is revealing to note, however;-that certain hohophones are dominant
at every grade level. ‘Two homophone units, there/their and to/two/too;

‘lexhibit the greatest utility at every grade level. Certain other units

.

vary slightly in their utility from grade to grade, but maintain a hidh
degreé of usefulness throughout the elementary years V'An example of thls

stéblllty is seen in Table 2, a. listing of the 15 most common homophone

4

" units in Grades 2 5, and'8. Ten homophones are common to all three

lists; these ten are among the first eleven in the composite ranklnc

. In both tables, the more frequent member of a homophone unit (or

most frequent in some cases) is tisted first (e.g:,'in there/their,
/ .

there occurs more often than their). As Table 2 shows, this "Stronger/

- N v
weakey'' relationship remains ‘the same across grade levels for most

N - ?
“ . .

5o 0 . . N, ' ’
hemophones. In a few instances, however, changes .in relative strength
- N

’ ‘ I .

do occur. For example, while no is more frequentzthan know at Grade 2
' - - .__l L v - -
. .

-(indicated as ngknow), the reverse is true at Grades 5 and 8 (indicated

a . . .
as know/no). Other units that exhibit reversals in relative strength

incjudé,too/tﬁo’,iQS/i&'S,'énd rode/road. : ' > "

&

An impartant implication of ;hese findings is that many homophone
- ‘ <z .‘. *‘*‘g;e < . ~ ¢
units that gre generally considered the province of,primary-grade instrue-

-

s
tlonwshou]d bé revuewed and practlced throughout elenentary scHool ’:
¢ spelling instruction. Thts view i§ ;alnforced by Furness and Boyd S
“ 14 . -
".\ . ’ ‘ . . . ]
lk’ ' °, . 06 (.' > B 4
x '.‘ ’ % * : ' ) - v




Table 2- - ' ;‘

¥

Rank Order of Homophones ,at SeleCted«GFadé,Lever

>
¢ ¢ 4
N ¢ e
\
4 .

-8
.

" Grade 2. Grade 5
—_— -t

to/too/ two
there/their

to/too/two T 1
there/their i : 2.
for/four . o 3

no/know L, write/right
write/right . 5. here/hear

. < by/buy < 6. for/four

’ 7

8

0

. know/no

where/wear . by/buy
., ate/eight . .new/knew
. dear/deer . would/wood
" 10. here/hear- 0., @ne/won
_11.  would/wood - - 11, ate/eight
12. be/bee 12. it's/its
- 13 ®ts/itls. . . 13. through/threw |
14, “rode/road - : 14,  our/hour '
15, "rtkat/meet 15. *'whole/hole

Grade 8

1. there/their
2. to/two/too
3. know/no
L., write/right
5. for/four «
“6. new/knew
7
8

. our/hour
. see/sea
9. .its/it's

10. ate/eight
11. here/hear,
12, would/wood «
13. - by/buy '
14, road/gode
.15, _one/vbn
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study of high school spelling (1958); the homophones, thejr,*there; they're,
. . . 14 -

to, tog,;twbﬂ;its, and it's, all prominently mentioned in‘the preceding

tables, were all found in their list of "real demons" for high school

writers.

.
. - .

‘

Singe %;iLling books differ widely in their treatment of homophones,

itis important for teachers to be aware of the'instructiopal needs of

. . . ]
their students and to provide exposure and pracpice.wi;h the homophones
that they need in everyday writing.
\ i
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