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A

couuﬁnr SCHOOLS AS HISTORIC szmﬁs

Country schools beamed thxoughout the prairie of vestern Kaneas as . .%
beacons of hope for a better, richer life for the children of the early ‘
settlers, Schools were named for familiee in an erea, the dreams of

|
settiers, animals ip an area,‘Biblicél térms, Biblical characters,
historical ferms, old communities that used to be near sites of achoois

[N}

and much mdre. Significant names include Hopewell, Buzzard's Roost Mt. o

Olive, Monticello, Soddy, Union, Pleasant Ridge, Pleasant Hill, Antelope,

:
Prairie Rose, Gem, Center, Lone Star, North Star, South Star, bunflower, .
Spring Branch and Olive Branch, to name but a few, ' ~
Settlers came to western Xapnsas in the lgte 1880's, Most estgblished
homesteads and then turned their‘étten%ion to building schools for their
. chlldren. Tke pioneer dream was for the chlldren to have a better life
than their parents through education. ‘
The firat schools in Kansss were taught by miséionaries. The Indian | '{
phéils had %eachers such as Heverend Isaac McCoy, Jatham Meeker and his '
wij‘.’e..1 / _ - . . A ‘
In 1885 the First Territcrial Legislature passed a law to establish e

"common sohools and thus laid the foundation for our public school system,"” 2 //

L pnna E.. Arnold, A History of Kansas (Topeka. The Stats of Kansas,

1919)’ P. h9~
2

Ibid., ». 187.
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- the winter of 1879 that. education i?s discussed. - In 1879 there was 2

-

In 1859 the Kansas Legislature passed baaic school laws tlat are our

foundation for today's system. The minimum achool term was 3. months.3
Many of $he first schools in Kansas were subscription schools where i
atudents paid tuition to provide a salary for the teacher and whatever \ i
other school expenses theré might ’be.~ The Came:onlstory is typical of ' . j
how subscription schcols began, Thé,Caméron‘family moyed teiKansas.in
May, 1878 to homestead land in Norton County, - After building a house and
a communlty house for church, one of the first tcpics was achool. How-‘
ever, money was g problem because the area they liwed in was near the i‘
Noxrton end Dccatu; county line, =m0 fnnding would be dlfficult; and since
Decatur County was not organized until 1879 no school could be.started. ' A
In the early fall‘a meeting of 5 heads of their households was - ;
held at Captain Higéeson's home° Each man wanted the school near his
home, and they didn't know how _they would pay the teacher. The meetlng‘

ended in an argument, and all left with bad feellngs. It wag not until

subscription school staited in Roderick Cameron's home. Miss Gettys wast
the teacher in Clayton, but the school only lasted 3 months. Fémilies
couldn't pay the $1 a mdhth.h ~ ‘ '

Education started in Decatur Coﬁnty wpen Mrs. George Miller taught
neighbor children'ln hex home., In'the‘winter of 1877-78 & Bubseriptlon
school was taught by Mr. Cabot Miller, with 30 pupils attending. Mlss
Llla Van Cleve taught the next summer, Theq twelve school dlstrlcts were

organized in the county February 3. 1879. Most of these early Decatur .

~

31bid.

hBoderick Cameron, Pioneer Days in Xansag, A Homesteader's o
Narrative of Early Settlement and Farm Develqpment on the High Plaing

Country of Northwest Kaneaég(BelleV1lle, Kansaa. Cameron Book Compeny,

1951), pp. L8-59, : ‘ . _ .
\\‘ . 5 ) h ' ° R N ‘5
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County schools were maée of lbg§;5 d ; . o

A}

By May; 1803, over 16, 000 ‘pupils were attending 500 common Kaneas

schaols uith almoet 600 teachers.6 In 1882 thexre were 269,945 child.en

enrolled in echool for an average term of 5.7 monthe, with 3,342 male
N i - , o7 T, )

teachers- and ‘4,808 female‘teachere,7 Moet of these early schools didn't
» ! i S .

have! cheirs or desks. Many of the benches lacked a back.

According to school district laws:, "The State establishes' free

3ehools for the sake of securing good citizens, No one can be a~5ood

citizen unless he has a fair underetanding, at.leaet, of the workings
f his%own government - tLe pachinery -of public affaire."?

The County Superintendent of Public Instruction creaued school
dietricte and had the pover to revise boundariee'as necesfiary, Each .

district had %o ha#e at least fifteen persons un&er twenty and over five

*

_years of\ege Bonde’for a district couldn't "exceed five percent of

the valuation~of all property on the tax rolls." The County Super1n~

tendent gave school districts a number as their legal name: School

District No. =~ . ‘\

sKa.tie B, Cornell A History of the School Districte of Decatur'
County, - Kansae (nep., July, 19540), (manuscript) not-.paged.

6F. L. Pinet, “"Seventy-Five Years of Education in Kansas"
(Address at Kansas State Teachers' Association at Topeka, November 4-5,

1938), (Manuscript), pP. 5.

- 7Third Biennial Report of* the State Board of Agriculture Kansas,
VOlo III (n po’ 1881"82) Pe 6300

8James Hulme Canfiéld, Local Government in Kansas (?hiladelphla.\
Conerthweite and Company, 1885), p. 5.

%
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Annnal.Meetings ﬁere*held‘at the echool in August on the eecond,
. Thursday at 2:00 p.m. The officera who wexe elected were a director “‘ :

and a clerk o: treasurer.: The length of the echool year (not lese than

. v W

tnf%o~monthe), whether-a woman or man*wouldbbe employed as teacher, and ’

St

what the tax would ‘be to run the echool were all decided The Dietrict‘

Board was the ‘three officers, They actually ran the school. They levied
the tax, dispersed the .funds, hired the teacher, decided upon the text- .:j
books, took care-of the school building; could suspend: students, and |
they had to visit echool av leaétfohce each term.- ‘

Joint, districts were from two or more counties. Union;dietrlcté -y

were when districts wnited to provide better, instruction.

The Compulsory Law required children between eight ehd fourteen to \
\

attend at leaet twelve weeke of school per year unless there was a reason

they couldn't, \A.echool llbraxy could be eatabliehed by use of a "small
‘tax " 'not more than 8140 if thextaxable\property in the district does
not exceed $20,000; 820 000-830 000, not more than $h5, $30, 000-850 000,
not_more than $50; 850$900 and upwards,. not more than one-half mill on -~
| the dollar."’ ‘ N o
Fach district could vote«fo; vuiformity of textbooke in a county.
If they did, the County Superintenuent asked for one delegate from |
each townehip, and they comprieed the County Textbook Board, They
eelected booke and once they did so,; the eelectione couldn't be changed

for five years.

?Ibid., pp. 6-9. ' ’ //




: . P o .f(
e} ] - N * - 2 . - 5

According to 1880's reminiscenoes of Mrs. Martha Bayne, a teaclier

in rural Russe}lg Lincoln and Osborne counties, Russell County, Dietrict
R V'!‘w

_No. 18, Prospect School, was & small stone house that had been deeerted.'

The "blackbo<:;~was made of two pine boards, five feet long, one W1de,

R
with one side heatlykdresséda..' "No maps,rcharts, or.globes," lrs.,

’

;Bayne taught 10 years. and only three . schoolg had floors ~< "Deini,

/
Osborme County,"_"Luray," and "District 61 (Superior) in Russell County W

10 -

<

_Generally the schools wexre sod with sod roofs.” .. . ;o

. Rooks lounty was typioal in that settlers arrived’ about 1 80 and

they built their first public building .8chools. by 188h . ~ ScheRls con-

\
‘ tinued to open all over, western Kansas as the homesteaders and settl

-

. continued to move west, uhtil the recessions and depressions of the

early twentieth century. ‘ . ' Lo Vo
I’ — - -

The earliest county.schools{of~weétefn Xansas were usually dugouts,

" god buildings, or deserted homesteads. The dugouts‘were ueually con-

structed underneath the edge of a small cliff, since “the natural soil was
used for a roof; the outside ground looked 1ike any other ground. But
this ground -was warmer in the winter from the stoves in the school.

The warm ground attracted animals. Once a snake fell through a dirt

roof onto.a stove and fried. The teacher said she thought she knew what

X

OMBrtha Bayne, "Reminiscences of Mrs. Martha Bayne, a Teacher-in °
Zhe Country Schools of Russell, Lincoln, and Osborne Counties in the !80's"
(Manuscript copy 35686 at Kansas State Historical Society), (One p.).

11

Statement by Warren ‘Macy, pereonal interview, January 29, 1981.

~
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- hell was like because she‘remembersd seeing the snake fry.

12

. . ¢ -
. When something happened to a 'school building, school often met in

the home of -one of the pupils \ In the l930's District 37, Brownville,
&

\
in Thomas County, was rebuilt after 8 fire. Pupils attended school 1n

‘homes while the frame bujlding was replaced with a consolidatéd brick
buildlng The new brick school included several original school dis-
AN 14 .
b gritts. 13 ) ) <o T ox

* . 4

The Antelope Valley School; later called Dermont, was moved on

»skids in_the early years prior to 191k so it would be clqser to most of

the students as enrollment. changed.lh

-
\

There is an intexesting tale about a country school near Mullinv1lle,

»

Kansas. Two ‘homesteads we}e about 3 milee apart 80 they built a school.

At the‘meetlng to organi%e the district farmer A had some hired help. * [,

Farmer B just had himself and his wife, When they voted for a director a

‘——.

and secretary, farmer A was elected director and his wife secretary.

4

- So'they put the school right across the road from farmer A's homestead.

N/
. At the next annual meeting farmer B had hired hands, so he and his wife
were elected They voted to move the school halfway between the two

A's wife

1homesteads.

But when it ceme time to move the school, farme

Someone

was out with a shot gun to keep the school close to her housﬂ

.

. got upxbehind hexr and got the gun, Then they proceeded to move the

building.

15
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Statement by Uilliam Robinson, personal interview, December 19, 1980.

13Statement by Al Hively, personal interview, November 27, .1980, '

. lhStatement by- Elver Milburn, personal interv1ew, December 3, 1980.

A -

lSquinson, loc. cit.
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Western Kénsas schools were constructed of whatever material was

available. Some of *the first. were.made of sod or 2ock. In the Ellis

County earea, bost rock—was'used In southern Logan Connty, chalk rock
.was used, The rock and chalk schools often had two thlcknesees of : A
- & ot - 4 1
m.rcck~w1th~an.alr-space~between\them—for—walls

, ) v : .

- in the Ellis County -area many eafly buildlngs were made of post

rocks 1rom llmestone. By pushxng back a llttle d1rt on top of 8 hlll,

PR T

N

then drllllng holes and putting a wedge in the holes and two feathers, | T

\

1t cavsed ‘the' rock to crack when the temperature changed Then the ° f?

‘—limestoﬁé could\he seJedror‘chonpedb ’ ’ ) \
o Sometimes :p}nierq_\@rined holes in rock in the fall.. ma"sé filled S
eitg water and froie,.and then %he rock céuld%be,broken\hpart. These
‘Llarge pleces qf limestone used for constructlon e solid suhstantial

\
i 3

bulldlnga. These bulldlngs and most other early. country schools were ‘ I,

I

-\
built by meny resldents\Pf the area. The bulldlng of a school was\a

. real commmnity affair.’ S , \ i ‘

-

Where wood was ayail able wooden schools were bullt However these

often had chlnks or holes in the sides wherc¢ wind, rain, snow, dirt and .
\ ! o . 2R ’ R }
tuch more would blow into the scnool. Logs were split and»used for '
: {

chairs. At first szmply holes in the wall served as, wlndowe- then glass
" was put into these holes, msking more modern wlndows. ) o - \.-

The sod schools were constructed by use of a breaklng plow that

R . Ve or - T

sliced out pieces of sod two 1nches to four inches thlck and twelve i -0

inches to fourtcen_lnches wide. Soft mud was used for mortar to con-

’

poles with brush over the top were used. The floors were genexully dlrt

%,

|

struct sod schools. Sometimes the roof was made of lumber, but uauallv L
Some districts utlllzed abandoned sod houses or claims as. school

|

S 10
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o bulldlngs. Others bullt st&rdy wood bulldings, many of whlch were

\ etuccoed later. -Most 5& these schools orlginally had one room, usually

/// \
with a pot. beldxed stove_that burned coal, corn cobs, sunflowers, cow

. chlps, ‘wood- 6 whatever else night be ayallable. Latér some schools_ .. _ _ - |

TR

got propane heaters, and. some even put furnaces in th“lr basements.
Usually there were\W1ndows on two sides of the buildlng, often threc

per side, but many variations were noted, fSlate boards or boards bainfed

-

black were'usually put on\the wall ,opposite the entry door. The teacher's
deésk wes often on a ralsed Platforn in the|front af the classroom.' This_

area was -also used, as a stage; Many schools bad w*re ‘across the front

of the school where sheets were strung to serve as cur@ains for programs.

In front of tbe teacher g desk there was oft n a recitatlon bench ! .

. In the.rear of the claséroom near " the door that 1n many early\echhols

-

opened out was a shelf for dun*hes that were often’ carrled in syrup
s

buckets or lard palls. The/earliest schooln usually had a water pail br

)

‘crock with a\common dlpper. Later ‘each chlld\hah his own t1n cup, There

were hooks or' nails for coats or the coats were just put in a corner.;
Early llght was from kerosene or gas lamps, hows of single, doub&

or triple desks often nailed to the floor filled the,room. The- smalleg

desks to the front held the youngest students, and the older scholars

sat to the back in larger seats.

\

Buildings faced ell directions. Walls were often Rlastered and ‘
painted a light colorr In 3some of the moze wealthy dist%dcts, wainscotting
was put up thé wall absut three feet., As floors- were put \into schools,
they were usuallv Eine tongue and groove floorlng that was\cleaned with
a sweeping compound - _ ‘

Decorations and teaching aids.in most schools included flag} a

-

11

~
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globe, ‘charts on how to do many different things,,a nap case, plctures
of Washington; ILincoln, Longfellow and others; a bell a cloii' plano;

an organ, an unabrldged dictionary, other reference booke,-as well as

‘ addltlonal items when they could be purchased by the. dlstrlct

t

-——Mcst”séﬁbolsrwere rectangles painted white. with wood shinglé

2

\
roofs. Some schcols had bell towers, with large bells to help call the

children to school. Becaqse of ‘the prairie fire threat in later years,

1

evpry fall a flre guari was plowed on the west and north sldes of a

AN

—

i

sghqol.
: J! o .
Feundations consisggd of sod, rock, concrete block, and
- \

pouréd concrete. Water;was of%en‘hadied by itne teacher or th
-

Usually a deep,furrow 1ister was'used. N \\\

N

7

AN
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*

léﬁepﬂsomg

e pupils.

L.
Some late: achools had wells with hand pumps.

Cisterns. wefe qulte

\
common.

These often caught rain water from the top of the school that

ran through a fllter system,

many others held dead birds, dirt or othé

r

Some fllters were clean and sanitary, while

debris.

‘and the road. Fences were one of the fecommendations the Health Depaht-

~

.',

School yards had-llttie‘play equipment at first. " Children were

, z . S \ '
ipyéntiye and created many games. Theh many districts purchasea or made

.their own slides, merry-go-row:ds, swings and teeter-totters.

Mény of the country schools were located on the corner oﬁ\two roads.

\ A}

Often a church or cemetery was also near a school. 4n 1mportan

‘vation is that although most of the cemeterles had 'ences around them,

few of the early school yards hed any barriers between the school‘y@rd

o s

ment made in later years. ,

4

In later years the Kansas State Board of Health inspected every

country school and certified i% as to its health standards. Schoola

vere exdmined and rated with regard to the £b}lowing: site, building,

water, waste disposal, heating and véntilation, lighting,(classrooms,

-~
» N

\ ' ) = Ve
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tation, safety, and health\of school personnel

& - h . . /

10

washrooms and,sanitary faci iities, playgrounds, food handling and sani-
0}‘“ ~ ‘ :
BAR 6

Very few schools had:teacherages. More often teachers boarded with

\ STmmm T

. a particular family in the district, or in. theJearly years boarded with

N
all ‘the: famifies\who sent children to school

DL Som° of the rural schools had barms to house the horses that

teachers and their scholars rode to school,
v /

As Martha Bell stated in .

the early Thomas County, -students andnteachers went to ‘school on horses,

in spring agons, or on sleighs. 7 In Cheyenne County in the 1920'

‘ s
P S R AR T LS

ot

< J‘v\?\

children fode horses or walked to school.;8 Concord School in Ford

fy

County hzd & barn in the Hid 1940%8. 19
‘s.rz—'—-ﬂs

L
\%t

host.schools had fuel sheds either at+ached to the school or as

separate buildings. Ante rooms to. help protect the schoolroom from
2 __\ . VL

the severe weather in Hestern Kansas were usually added around the out—

N \

S

~

sidesof the doors. Two outhousas were a necessity. Patriotism was

\

stressed in the egrl&‘schools.

-~

used regularly.

\
~

Every school had a flag pole that was
e . N i

\

Another typical&rﬁral school was Prairie Range School.in western ,

‘(Q kﬁh

Kansas.

It opened in"0¢tobex, 1888 with 19 pupils.

It was an abandoned

airt dugout, with dirt walls and a dirt floor,

The~door*was a cellar

type and there was one window for light

16qpq Kansas State Board of Healtl, The ‘School Inspector's

18Statement by Cecil Nelson, personal interview, Novembér 47,

. No school equipment was available.

Vade Mecum (Topeka: The Kansas State Board of’Heal+h, 1958),. pp. 1-52.
- Q 7Statement by, Martha Bell, personal interview, Novembqr 10, 1980.

980

9Statement by Alice Carmen, personai interview, November 26 1980
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nor could it be

~
!

‘. purchased.
"Gv.nny bags " g type of burlap, were hunk; over the dirt walls and 3

-

old. pieces of rug vere put on the floor for children to sit on. Brj.ght I
material was hung by the wmdow to. make it look better. The water jug

wlth a common cup was put on a wooden box. A box with 2 shelf was nade

NSRRI

. god school‘ was built in 188} and run as a subscription school.
4 Subjects mcluded "reading, wrltmg, arithmetic, sﬁelling and geography,

 athletice were started, mainly baseball.

jb into 2 desk; the teacher's chair was homemade with a sla.nted boaxrd |
; . nalled on 2 box. There was a small Toosy stove left by the person who o l
established ‘the claJ.m. © // - S - 4'
‘ In the gpring, of 1889 the/distnct purcha.sed an “unfmlshed frame - i
bullding" i‘rom a man who had hoped his slte would be chosen county ’ i
N » geat. The school secured desks and a blackboa.rd The walls weren't
f \{ ‘\ ) ‘plastered, but that was not mportant.zo

. becatur County event\ally organized 110 school “districts. I in l§h0

there-were stlll seventy-su one-tea,cheg: country schools, plus. schoola
with more teachers. " .
The fi:;st&orbml School or Teachex '’ Institute vas 'heldi in 1884, - " -
District No."'so was typical in that it was formed January 6, 1886, -
with the first school dietriet meeting being held Jemuary 29, 1886.
‘The boundaries c%anéed o\rer the hietory of the distg:ict. A one~xoom, '
Twenty

pupils attended three months in the fall and three x?ontba in the spring.
with grammo.r, history/ and physiology a.dded the sedond year," In 1886 ' ‘

-

-

R

-
-

"Degexrted Dugout Used as Ea.rly School for Youth

zoIndia H. Simmons,
(19292), pp. 8-9.

of the Early Southwest," Dodge City Daily Globe, No ‘date
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. replaced by a frame. school.22

_subscription school. In 1887 a sod school was built and twelve weeks

R e IR PSP

. #* .. - 12

-

A frame one-room school was built in 1886 to replace the sod school.

In 1892 a well with a windmill was aug, that prOV1ded good drlnklng

~water. Thirty-eight pupr;S“attendedithls school in 1387. It was the

” second largest school in the county. In 1892 a school library was

started,twith funds from box suppené.‘ -
By l9h0 the school was an elght-month school, with one teacher and

six pupils. It was grouped with other area schools for area act1v1t1es.
It was later cohsolidated.?l ' _ AN

-~

Decatur County School District Number 71 was started southeast of

Clayton ‘as the Butler School named after Amon Butler, an early settler.

" At first school was held in a nrimltlve dugout and then in a sod house.

~ — T e
S

ﬂisé “lora Vessey was the teacher. It is particularly interesting that
/,,....-
thls school was called "Buzzards' Roost." Eventually tbe sod.schﬁST'was

—~

. e - R -

-

Stevens County had a ricn hlstory of their country schools. Pair-
=

view gtarted in the-dugout home of Mrs. Conine in 1886 as ‘the fi-gt

of school was conducted, for whieh the teacner was paid twenty-five
dollars per month. Later a frame school was built. The school was
disorganized July 1, 1966.

Waterford School in Stevens County had white gyp plaster walls
and used crayon dipped in red and black ink so 1t could be seen on ihe

’

wall. The Dermont School Digtrict Number 6, located in the northeast

:dorner of Si%vens County, was honored as the only school or the Santa

~

f?e Trail. &
v

21Cornell, op. cit., p. 39.

22Ca_.meron, op. cit.; p. 83.

”
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South Harmony School in Stevens County was organized in 1887 anl .

served its district untii 1941 when students were transported to Moscow;

[y o<

, ) g

:The school was dlsorganized 1n l9hQ | ) L

ta

Maple Leaf School District, Number L3 wasg the first school designated
- N\

?

a standard school in Stevens Coun@x, The standard requirements were

é.S«’fOTIdWS: N ) “ . -~ N FI
* s . - " . .

YARD AND OUTBUILDINGS

. School .grounds at least one acre and kept in good condltron.

1
- 2. -Good approaches to. the house. -
h

. Trees and shrubs, where climatic conditions will permit.

///g/,,GOﬁGEHient el House” properly located, - Sy e

L. Two well-kept, widely separated outhouses, with screened entrances.

Well where posslble.

ron

THE SCHOOLHOUSE

1, House well-built,- in good repairy and painted. L ) ;

2. Good foundation, well lighted and giving sunshine. Light from at
least two sides, left and rear. L

3. Fach rbom well ventilated.- Adjustable window shades.

L. Suitable cloak-rooms for boys and girls.

5. Good blackboards (slate preferred) set about twenty-six 1nches from

floor. . o
€é. Heated by a room-neaxer with ventilator properly placed or by a ) |
basement furnace which provides for proper ventilation. ) .

* 7. Floor and interior cleansand tidy.

A

FURNISHINGS AND SUPRLIES

1. - Desks suitable for .children. of all ages, and properly placed.

2. Good teacher's desk and chair.

3. Satrsfactory bookcase and good collection of juvenile books suitable
ag aids to school work as well as general readlng. Primary reading
“chart. -

. Set of pood maps, & globe and a dlctionary.. .

. Sanitary waler supply provided by the district boaru, sweeplng
preparation and thermometer.

. Sand table.

. Standard flag, properly displayed.

-0y N

THE ORGANIZATION

1. School organized. '

2. Classification and daily register well kept.
3. Definite daily program.

ite Attendance regular and punctual.

S, .“Discipline good. !




A . &
\ THE- TEACHER )

' Must hold a state certificate, a first-grade county certificate, a
normal-training certificate, or must at least hold a second-grade
certificateé and must be a graduate of a four-year high school.

. Must receive: at least the average sa.lary of the county and in no

case less than §ixty dollars -& month,

=
e

teacher. A
. Must read Teacher 8 Reading Circle books, attend mstltu’t.es and:
. assoclagons and in other respects show a proper professional-
, gpirit. L : . ~

The souvenir Maple Leaf School .gave their students was tyi)ical of

those given oy most rural schools.

S

N
.
P2

3 ‘ \
- MAPLE LF‘AF SCHOOL
. Dlsmct Na, 43\

oY oorhees Township, ™ ;
. Stevens Count:.Y. Ka"m

- WWM~

SADIE B. WARREN, Teacher

- ;:3-"-"‘: ; m-~«=_

Raymond Mosier -..x - -

,," - Del‘bert Thnmpmn’

RuthShnrp'w";;. e
; :' Lowell Stanrey

T

. R e
o < Sadbiameazia g
SNAT

; Wajter Elhott e e
ey LxlheTubbs y
v : "f t -Kenneth Sharp
’ Basil Elliott
Eugene Mosier
Jesse Tubbs
SCHOOL BOARD

" J.W. Sharp A. B. Lynch
‘ E. N. Stanley__,

3S*l:evema County History Assoclatlon, The History of St/evens
Countiy and Its People (Houghton, Kansas: Lowell Press, Inc., 1979)
Pp- 316"351. -

2

¥

| .
,3!'. Must be ranked by the county superinteiendent as ‘a good or superlor
b

1

¥
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In. 1939 the;é*were forty-three- country schools. in Barber-County.

. ‘Two were bui-t in IB?hLand'%he others in following years.. Schools con-

Iz

A

sisted of everything from abandoned homes to well built rock buildings
to eoddies.‘ The majority were framé, even though lumber was hard to

get.( A sample was that District 8 hauied lumber.ope hundred twenty

_ miles by team from Wichita. The quality of the frame schools varied.

. N
Some were 8o poor{zgionstructed their walls moved with the wind.

Dis;riet l§ was\ one of the first two a;hopls built. T. A. Lindley,
a sheep herder who taught shhohl built a log school at District 16.]
District 10 was_als&\started in 1874 in a dugouf. Miss Abbie Lockwood
vas %he~tea¢her. ) \\\ § '
Most early schools\were dirt floors and scantly furnished. Sore
~schools dldn't have heat and held school only in th mgld weather.
1he,Ju11an School\ District 2h, was formed Auguat 13, 1885, and R
*ddeorganlzed July 1, ;966. The July\r2, 1885 school census showed one

hundred fifty-four poss;ble students. From 1886-1899 average yearly

expense of the Julian School was $213, school value was $195, Wlth 10

students.. The average, salary for male teachers was 828 57 for 3. 7
months. from 1900~-10 the average cost of school operatxon was 3201.
Average attendance was six. The average male salary waﬁ'ﬂhh per month.
foh‘a five-honth term. The average female salany*was $37 ber month for

a five-month term., From 1911 -20 the awerage cost of school per year

\ vas 8377. - The average attendance was nine.

\\

Pistrict 2, Sexton School, was organized February 7, 1879; a
achgol was puilt on the AOufheast quarter of Section 16, Township 33,
Range 14, in the southern paz€~of the districi. Enrollment was nearly

twenty-fy¥e when the district was large. About 1895 the school was

18

-

=y bE
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moved four miles nOntﬁ to- put it more in the center of the district. It‘

was damaged and school was held for a year and a hglf_ih_the private

. /
residence of John T. McGrath. l

Mrs. Grace White taﬁg?t at j; ian School the iast’%emm 1962-63 for
4400 mer month fom eight momths._ he held a B. S. segree& The last
year tgere were only seven students) one family moved'aﬁd then the;e
were only fosr stsdents left. The school was modern?geq g;th restrooms,

a good size classroom, an eqpipped kluchen. The glrls'cgoked lunch.

. The basement and a twentypse"en'foot trailer served as a teacherage,

" giving Mrs. White ané her son a place to live. Julian School was six.

2l

miles from its mailbox.. It was certainly isolated.

Ford County had sixty-four school districts ln 1950. ‘Thi%teen were

\

’ intact and twelve were: operatlng It is interesting that pglor to 1950

the Lutz Schogl was purchased by area resldents and u.. 24 as a cbmmunlty

‘center. Seven old schools were moved to Dodge to be made into homes.

IR 4
One school was. made into»a chnrch s Desertes school buildings through-

J 3

out western Kansas ‘were often used as garages, barns, storage, communlty

ELEES
7

- centers. Some were taken apart for salvage. Unfortunate}y mamy have

just been left to deteriorate.

Several schools reported activities othex fhsm schoolgtﬁat were

X

significant. One pgrticulgmly interesting incident happen § in Nortonl

County. On many Friday nights in 1931 the school Denzel Loigren atfended
g -

N

g o -

2hGrace White, "History of Rural Schools in Barber County,

" Kansas, Especlally Julian," ‘(Paper for Topics in Southwest Kansas History,

University of Kansas,-1971), pp. 1-10.
N

25"It’s Vorth Repeatlng, Passlng of the Rural Schoo’s," igh N
Plains Journal, (March 2 1950), Section 2, p. 2.

'19,~ .
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‘the onthouses alone. From this experience, the school got its name -3

wag useéd foxr poker games. The teacher often came early on lionday morning'
M . \‘ “

to clean up. Men came from a distance to use the building. After

Christmas vacation in 1931 the teacher and her puplls arrlved at school

on a Monday .lorning and found evidence that something more serlous had

N

happeneu. Blood and coins. were on the floor and led the boys of the \

school to a dead body outside near an outhouse. It was a man from «

-

Welllngton, Kansas, who was plcklng corn in the Norton area. His head
*-

had been mashed in by a sledge hammer., Denzel Lofgren saw the body. He

was. only 81x years old and seeing the dead man made a lastlng impression

on him., He said 1t was some time before any of . the puplls would go to

&

Dead Man‘s‘School.26‘ " \

Denzel uofgren also reported that. four generatlons of his family
attended Dead Man‘s School in Norton County, Kansas. 21 .Other families
also reported;several generations sttending the same sthool. Three
generatrons ot one family attended ‘the North étar School in Graham
County. They were Annabel Shane ﬁlng, Ruth Wing Jamison, ard three of i
Ruth's chz.ldren.28 The loyalty to the memoxy of the ‘schools these .

famllles attlnded wag cxtremely evident in the interviews wlth the

s

families. \ C : ) S T

The numbg of historic country schools that can be Jocated in each

county in westérn Kansas cexrtainly varies. The author of this paper did

26Stateme t by Denzel Lofgren, personal 1nterv1ew, October 24, 198é
1pia. o L R 'z
28 '

Statement by Ruth Wing Jamison, personal interview, October 25,
1980, | .

#
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" attempt to locate all the remaining schools in a number of western
. v ] /
Kansas’counties. The number of remaining buildings-certainly varies.
Ellis County has fourteen sites that were'identified with historic site

forms, while Greeley‘County‘on;y had]gne, Mount Hope; District -number
L v (- <

22, that could be loCAted. Only one public school/that has one room is ) ’
\ . . 7 P RN

still being used as an attendance center, Dermont, in Morton County.

In all, ninety-eight historic Eite forms were cpmpleted on schools in
: y ,
the western part of Kansas. -
' 3"‘5 - M /

Country ' schools have been preserved in many parts of western Kansas.

Barton Connty has a higtorical village\thaﬁ/includes a school that is
" \ ‘. ’/, "‘ @ -
i furnished somewhat ag it was in the early 1900's, The Kirkin-Historical

-

/ .
‘ Commlttee has- preserved the Jolnt Dlstrict No. 1 school that served = 3

AR

- € 1111ps and Smith countles for L3 years, It is one-half block,north

.of city square in Klrw1n. The San¥a Fe Trall Center has Pawnee County
Dlstrmct Number 55, L'Dora School./ Beloit has preserved the Honey Creek
ochool Distrlct No. 21. It is located north of Beloit on U. S. 24, .

They hold school there for half—day sesslons to show today g ybuth the

‘( education process of yesterday. The three R's curriculum 1s emphasxued
and authentlc,subjects are studied Mrs. Helen C. Babb, Bow 9, Belolt,
Kansas 67420, 19 the’ contact person to schedule the school.
Probably one of the most well known western Kanpas schools is the
‘Iowa School, District Number 83, that was origlnally in Mitchell County.
; , 1 It was purchased by Knott's Bexrry Farm in California in 1950 and moved
to the Ghost Town sectiun df the Farm. The 18 x 2l foot frame building
constructed. in 1879 sold for $253.50. The price ﬁncluded rnrnishinés y s

- (% . - .
such as books, & stove, maps, a teacher's deck, students' desks, a flag

pole, a swing and - a ferris wheel, Iowa School was used as an attendance

S T - 21 SRV s
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center until the spriung of 1547. Liliian\Wise;‘Q;s the last teacher.

Al v = . - -

Anotﬁei very well, kaown “”hu -1 in western Kansas is Plymouth School.

It was originally iﬁ‘husseli County and 1s‘ﬁ6w on the Fort Hays State

5f

\
University campus, This alone gchool With double walls was moved and

A N

\

reconstructed with great ca e *hat everythlng e done authentically. It \ &

cost about 325 000 q dismante unu °u0ﬂ$truct the ghlldiﬂg, thls

=

included a great deal of donated labor and material., Without the dona-
tions the. cost would-have been weil.over $50,000.

The schocl has been renovated to be as much like it was originally~

M . ae
* . - . .

as posélble.. fn thé:Center~of the room is a ﬁot—beliied stove; the
teacher X: desk is on.a platform ralsed sllghtly above the floor the . _ .t

desks are on.. The front. wall holds a Blata blackboar& (as most schools

\

had, but Plymouth dldnjt' 1t was auied to meke Plymouth s1m11ar to

other schools), a map case, and nlctures of Lincoln' and Washlngton. A ]
< . : e
ﬁébster's Unabridged.Dictionary sits on the teacher! s de sk, along with

a hand bell, The library wés.very‘ﬁasic. Around 1900 it 1ncluded a

&

Bible, hymn book, almanac, dictionary apd’a few 0ld schnolbooks. Text-

: books used depend upon what each family;has available, Codts and lunches

*

were hung on hooks in the back of the room. Water was available in a

- —

buéket‘with a §ipper on a window sill. The floor ﬁaa_gade of soulhern
“yellow pine. A coal shed was attached to a co:nerior the buiidingt
Qriginally two‘outhogses,<a flagpole and a pia&ground‘éompleted the

~-=-gchoot, e - - S . e ~'~r--?‘. L

The history and he;itasé of the country school is ceértainly impor--

tant. As Dale Wing, District San%&érian since 1960, said, couniry - .

29"Hew Career For 0ld School House," Beloic Call, kMay 23, 1950); s

n. po

| 22 | | :
-~ - . hd L Il




- 20

schools were the center o? their ruial‘communities, and the close family
? - " ties they hélped cemeqt coptinued to support'the locsl ru;al sihooi.

K j % \?eople in western Kansas were soré'indepenoent because they were furthes
;, - o hparg,thsn those in eastern Kahsas.30 - . » o7 . \\:

\
The importance of history ih~dfhham County is evident by the fact \

‘tnat the Graham County Historical Soclety has organlzed tours of parte 1_; N

,I" ‘X o * « o~ N .‘_ p :fﬂ}~ ':
. -of tholr county. Them v1slted and heard brlef hlsﬁbrles of schools; ”"‘:i A
Y \ ¥ € N
. " churches, cemeterles, -and many other places of historical value in 8ll
N .

dlfferent parts of thelr county. In the process of doing thls, they ‘put

~ -

up signs w1uh {the names and dlstrlct numbers of each school on each

3
S

e e e e e e e

* s . -building that was stlll stardlng $n the county. . ";{

Thus country schools played one of the most significant roles in.
\

2.

'the settlement of tﬁe Amerlcan frontler. The heritage these early schools . {Y
: ) \
left gettlers was the quest fon a better life through the opportunltles
N B of a frec public education. to all children. . - : {

» FEY -~
o . ]

&

-

30statement by Dale Wing, personal interview, Novembex 13, 1980.

-
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' COUNTRY SCHOOLS AS cmmuumcmrms

The center of a.otivity in aarly western Kansas wa.a certairly the cmmtry .
school. (I'!; was the site o:t almost ever_y' type of gathering. ‘ .

Ford County had. fifty .1iterary societies all functioning and presenting
regalaxr programs at one timey ) Progra'.ms: ‘:Lnolﬁdew "muasic, rea.di_.nés, dia-, ‘
logues, and a. 1ive1y deba.to on some ouzrent question. nk k

Blue Bell School, fivve milemecnth -and thres miles east- o£ Dodge City, R

a.nu Richland Valley School have 'baen kaving community meetinga Bince 1901;. " . \f
‘ They had a commnnity potluck a.t the: school on December 5, 1980, . The "Non 5

Pa.rti‘aan ‘Iieague" sponsored programs there. Then after 1925 the Farm

Bureau and the extension service sponsored a number of mee'hings there.

Blue Bell Literary Society was very. impor‘tan‘b. Thay often Iy}/d.'gfugmal debates ~

-

) ox: discunaiona and Snnda.y Sca.ool there. Frank Anderson of Dodge fc:[\tz said

- "Heinie Schmidt of Dodga City attended the meetings quita often a:;mhe
alwayn sa.ng Joe Hulpiew came out ﬁom Dodge City too and gave some mighty
fine reagl:inga They also ha.d minatrsl shows. L-E cl 'bs met a:b school for
23 yé“ar;. I)mcusaions about graveling the z.oa.ds and abou‘b problems of the

_ farmers of the" natiqn.:were held at the school.? S

/

.
’ -
7

]‘Ee:lnia Schmidt, "It's Tvfor‘bh Repea.ting, Passing of the Rural Schoole,"
E1gh Plains Journal, Fe'bmary 12, 1950, Section II, p. 10.

200muni‘t:y Heeting Is Old Rural Gustom," High Plains -Journal,
Decembar 2, 195,-'-, po 1, 80
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and Church -every Sunday for many years after it was organized in 1887. .'fh;s— )

f2.

+”  In Stevens,County the South Earmony School was the ‘site of Sunday School '

sohool honﬁ_vd:‘&}gﬁu progrems, whers tree limbs were covered with ?otton, "

strong pop\oorn and. oranberriés,, tinsel and candles, The candles were 1lit A

for the program, with a man on da.oh Bide with a bucket of watar for potential

fires, Thin school was also the site of spelling bses and literary ‘(See- . g

A
the following Harmony Literary Society Program. ) o
“BARMONY LITERARY SOCIETY ° - \\

February 17, 1905 N
Masic--Jobn Hirn Recitation=~Grace May » .
Declmtiom-c‘lmnoe Song=-0la Groff \ :

S Bed.rick - - : ‘Recitation==Lizzie Gray NN
- Recitstion-!ﬁllio Gar- Deolmtion-—%rn Brol- : '
- - rond ‘ lier . " .
Recitation-hcy Gray. Rscitation-~Ethel Wengel
Stomp Speoch-Roy May Declamation--Charlie = . ,
Declimation-'Sam Home~ \ Davis \ oL
. dew Recitation--Bird May \ O
Songh-nargaret and \ Dialogue, Two .of & Kind-- ) ' i

Mamie Lehoy - | Mary Burns, Vern Brol- '\
Recitation-~Mabal Miller- dier and Mabel Millex -
Declamation~-Norman Question for Debats: Re- ) K

Mason. i solved -that women A - -
Seleoct Re’a.ding»-l?lorence ahould havo ‘the right of

Carpenter suffrage: Affirmative--

Recitation-~Ruby Brollier
" Recitation--Inez May
*.Recitation--Mary Burma
Song-~TJim Brollier
Stvmp Speech--E, T,
| Hogan
*.Ileclamatfon-’ﬂ’ictor Iﬁll-
. exr

The evening waa en;]oyed. by the entire commmnity,

v
i

~

Debates such as: "Which is the most useful, the Dishrag or the Broom?"

were also helcl.3

BStevena County Hisbory Association. The History of Stevens County :
and Ite People (1st ed.; Houghton, Kansas: Lowell Press, Inc., 1979, pp. 335-i0.

N Ernest\Bogan, Mary ' |

Florénce Ca.rpen-r, -
ter, E.’ E. Hedrick and
Charlie Carpenicc, Nega- - T
tive~—John "Hizn, Maxrcus
Gray, W. M. Miller,
Dick Brollier and John
Gray:

Mary Burns, Secretary
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-A'c‘c‘c;rding to John Eastepp who taught in a Kanaaa sciuool: "Thaxing .the

pretty {;i;a'ther, -'a'bon't- ox‘zce‘ every tvo weel‘cs,‘ some parents of the students

would. arrive ab;u}One hou:c 'before we regulm:ly turned out echool and \Ne o

_ (the 8tudents and parents plus nvseli‘) would chooae sides and play basket~ \ -

ball, We playec hard when we; plé.yed, and worked hard in the cla.ssroom. ' . "2

The days were: en\;jow I then took part of the studenta home after achool.

" When I arrived home. sach day, I did & lot of s’cudying and getting future

leasonii‘ prepaxed for the next .ay. I weas usually up until 11:99 or 12:G0

most every night."h ‘ : : o ‘

'Coﬁntfyw achools in Ness County were used in a variety of ways. “

Sunday school waa keld i many echoole with’ church cor.ducted in thome schcbls o \

that could attraot ‘& preacher from & nearby churc Id.teraries were given

\in a mxm‘ner oi" 'bhe schocls, These consisted of programa of all sorts. °

——

Often t}-el prograna :lnol :";ed readings from establishad authors or the school

-

readez:s, guch as McGui‘fieB or othera. Debates of current topics or items

R
~

suc;h %‘;' vlho was fh%grea"cest man’were ‘ofte": held, These programs were
given by the sphoolz’:‘?}lpils, but ofton the parents and other adults of the
commnity also participated. Ness County schocls also had box suppers, cake
wa],;gs,' gpel).ing bess, ::a:cd. parties, poli!.ing places, pie} suppers, dramatiza- ‘
_tions, special programs, commumity ge:t-tbgethe:c'a, last 'da.y picnics, sports
ev‘é'nts‘ ari mch more., These activities in Ness County ave t:}pj.cal of
country schools all over westerm Kaneas. Pleasant Valley, ’D:;!.strict Yumber 3 ‘
of Ness County even ha.d a8 baseball team tha'b was noted for ‘winning mamr cf

its gamqs.s ' . v

hBased on correspondence~*from John Zastepp, March 1k, 1981,

Lou Hz211, The History of Rea.din' Ritin' 'Rithmetic (n.p.,
1980), pp. 20-21,
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Ha.r‘cha Bell repor*t‘i?‘d that Prairie Bell School in Thomas COunty bad

~ telephone meetings when the farmers set up a private phone company. 6 .‘

Generally-\grama were presented for many yee:ce in the country schools; )

however in the Thomas andhwlina Cmmty area where Hary Buncy taught,

/

lyceums atopped becauss of ﬁery' tempere.7 .
In Greham County, Nerth:Star—School hosted lifere.ry gociety every other

Fridae,r night. Aotivities inclnaed box Buppera, spelling bees, cirphering

3 matches, Christmas pmgrm, deba.tes a.nd. other Wpes of school pro:;g::m:rmn.8

-

}Iarths Bayne said litarary aocieties were active in Russell, Lincoln and
‘Osborne Loun"ies in the 188(2'8.9 According to Edna Bell, many schools such
as Sawlog, located fourteen miles northeast of Dodge Ci*ty, hosted litera.ries

on Friday nights throughout the winter. Adulte and child.ren presented pro-

geoma. 10

- v——
=

. The presen’cation of litera.ries helped etudents gain confidence in
speaking before an sudience, The- schoole particularly noted for hosting
quality literary programs in Sheridan County vere HcGraw, Old Sheridan, and
Rising Sun. | |

Frontier School, District Number 27, in Cheyenne County, hosied literary
aboet once g moh‘hh. Parents and children all took parts in playe and many

other types of entertaiment in these eazly s‘hoole.lz Social activities

S’éatement by Ma.r’tha Eell, pernonal intexview, Novem’ber 11, 1980.
7Statement by Hary Bundy, personal interview, November 29, 1980,
BStatement by Roth Wing Jamison, personal interview, October 25, 1980,

9Martha Bayne, Reminiscences of Mrs. Martha Bayne, a Teacher in the
Comntry Schocls of Russell, Lincoln, and Osborme Counties in the '80's (n.p.)
(Eansar State Historical Society Mamscript Copy 35686), one page.

10, Statement by Edne Bell, personal interview, December L, 1980.
1 Statement by Waxner Johnson, personal interview, Jamuaxry 3, 1981.

128te.tement by Cecil Nelson, personal interview, November 27, 1560.
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in Barber Cownty schools included dances, church parties, spelling bees,
and.literaries,td o A |
Prajrie V’i}School, n:lx miles northwest of Dodge City, was called the
"mother of literary aocietiea." h One of the box auppaz'a at Prairie View
at;b:;a.c_ted & muber of young poop;l.e from Dodge City. These paopla put their
'goney together and gave it to ‘Harmr Sitlar to bid or the box belonging to-
%he girlﬁ'ie/nd«of‘Arﬂ;ur Pottortf. The bidding 561:1;1:0 8]:0.50 and Pottorff
let Sitler raise to $11.00 and have the box. It turned out mot to bs the
‘box they wanted, and Pottorff got the bo_:’é his girl made fox §1.50.%°
The $11.00 for a bo’x supper was q;n.ﬁ;e out of the ordinary. 'Nomally ‘
in the early schools box suppers sold for 50¢ to 25¢. Bub it wos not un-
common to raise en-ou@ money at cne su?par to’ purchass an eancyclopedia set.16
Christmas programa woere certainly events long awaited by the entire com-
) nmnity. Even the decora:cing of the school wes often & commmity event. In-
‘many early c9muxiities of western Kansas vhere trees were scarce, the only \
Christmas tree for an entire area might be put up at the school. The Sawlog
School in Ford County had a Christmas t'fee :hhat was cut by:' the men. Then
the women would wrap it in cotton. They strumg popcorn and cianberries to
decbrateq’the tree, Parents would bfing a gift for each of their children and

the. entire community had a big Christmas party.l!
) \

Léraco ¥hite, "History of Rural Schools in Barber County Kansas

‘ Especially Julian,” (Pa.per for Topics in Southwest Kansas History, Univeraity

of KanSaB, 1971), Po .

lh"l‘b's worth Repeating, Passing of the Rural Schools,” High Plains
Journal, ‘March 2, 1950, Sec. II, p. 2.

]'SHeinie Schmidt, "It’s Worth Repeating, Passing of the Rural Schools,™
High Plams Journal, February 16, 1950, Sec. II, p. 6.

]'.GHa.rold_Eamil, "When Culbure Flovered in the One-room School,"

Farmland, Jamary 15, 1969, no pagse.
"—'——/,

?8 . . {

MTgana Bell, loc. cit. , [




T o s . . -6
" Other schocls celebrated cﬂrigtmaa in various ways. Often the ‘school o

held a mn;y nmaking box supper or pié supper before Christmas and used. :Ehe
inéney to pumi_m.:o\ tandy for the achc‘olaa:a fo:.: christmas‘. At Frontiex Spﬁool,
# District 27 in Cheyeme County, the students drew rames and exchanged gifts
that cost from 10¢ to 50¢. Most years they had a-play including the nabivity .
18 ) - s L

scens, ' ‘ 5
Many {céacher? gave .1l their students candy of :fruit at the commmity

Christnsé party. The important thing was that this holiday and many others
were gele‘org‘l;ed b;r.“—mbst i)f the .'pedple.in the area of the’ rural school
together at the schobl. Butertaiment varied, But, it is interesting to

. “note -',bhat in 1950> Delhﬁ‘mlub, a twelve-year-ol&, recited "The Hiéht

" Before Christmas® to Mary Budy's school and community.l Christmss pro-

grame were alSo x_;oted at ‘i:he Good Hope School in Ellis Countyozo '

The Tural schogls were defm}.tely the centers- for all types of acti-
vities, Frontier Schcol, District Number 27 in Cheysnme County, joined six '
other' achools for athletic competition and other sctivities., All of theée
sch:t;ols wore about six miles apart and hed about twenty-five pupils from
first ‘i:o eighth grade. The schools that regularly held joint activities
were: North Stax, South Star, Giendale, C;nter, Beaver, Pleaaantkfiil:_l., and

Frontier. 21

%

‘ ' Warren Macy started schooi in 1918 at Spring Brauch Schecol in Rooks » ’
\ County. His scl_xool and Unior L4, just two miles west of Spring Branch, used

:
- ¥ . =
A 18Nelson, loc. cit. .

' 19Bundy, loc. oit.
2c’.’Bzav.sed. on personal corz:eSpondence between Esther Gatewood and the
vwriter, . :

R

2ll‘le‘ltaon, loc. cit. N -




to get together for Pplay activities,"?? .

. Scme. schools ex’ohangod‘ programs with other schoois in their areag.

Oliv;e Ecanch Sch a.nd Pra.irie Bell School; both in Thomas Coun‘ty, X
23 -

changed programs. " ) . - . <

Hany schools were used as churches. The Graden, School in Graham .

Counity vas used for church. _Political candidates devated in the schools.

Schools were often used by travelers for overnight lodging.. Sometimea

tra.velers uaed uy fuel needed to keep the achool wa.m, but seldom did 'bhey

.steal things o ) T

«One of’cen hears about the pranks in early oountzy schoola. One night

e, .-J‘"C =,

befora a play~°a.t the Brownville School in Thomas COunty, several 'boya made

another boy climb a ladder to \the top of the water tower that was thirty

. feet high and eighteen feet across., Then '!:hey removed the ladder and left

= -y
the boy there. Théy forgot about him until the next morning. Al and the

other boys who nade the boy climb the ladder had to sta.y in for a week of
recesses. Al's comment was "It might have been wor’ch it. n2ls

'I‘he last day of school was definitely a community time. Most schools

.\- - - . e -

held picm.cs for the entire comunity. Some had spom:s compe'cition, some

gave scholastic awards; some had programs, but almost all schools had an

enjoyable community gathering on the last day of schooL . LN
Countxry schools are still often used as community centers. Some schools |

iw.ve been transformed into specific uses. One exampla is' a rural school near-

<

228ta‘f:ement by Warren Macy, personal interview, January 29, 1981.

23,Statement by Vida ﬁfoburen, ‘pei'gonal’ interview, November 29, 1980.

zhs’catement by Al Hively, personal interview, November 27, 1980.
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Hanover, Kansas, which is now being used by area residents to print braille .
books.25 o
-\ »
The country schools of western Kant.s gave the rural people a focal
\

~~2,

point. They hélped:establish a sense of] community for the rural residents.
They helped the scattered settlels of their area work together in the settle-

/

i
\
ment of western Karsas. ' :

25 pmerican Trail TV Program, July 28, 1961.
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. HISTORIC SITE FORMS COMPLETED ON WESTERN KANSAS

52 by othex people .
_52 by Domna Jones
101; total to date 11-30-81 -~ . - —

<

Cheyenne County

District No. 17, Center or Central Stan Dorsch
Clark County Lo : ~
U2, Mor:rison Sohool s Harland Hughse :

District Noo 87, Aores School Raymond Lunsford

COmancha County -
Comanche County History Book —- includes schoole
\y

District No.
District No.
Digtrioct Nc.

. District No. 48

Finney County -

District No.
Digtrict No.
District No.

District No.
Dj.strict No.

Ford County

District No.

Gove County

Disgtrict No.

20, Saline Valley
35, Blue Eill
37, Lost Canyon

10, Solid Rock
5, Bminence
35, Essex

45-7, Jennie Barker
k57, Theoni

22, later .82, Concord School
Blue Bell

32, Upion

\Orion School (Garland Townahip)

LI 2

F -Cottonwood Grove Donna Jenes
District No. L3, Staxr _ Donna. Jones

. District No. 45, Buckeye : Donna Jones
District No. 55, Pleasant Ridge Donna Jones

District No. 9, Turkville Donna Jones

Donna Jones
Donna Jones
Donna Jones

JDonna Jones.

Donna Jones
Donns Jones
Donna Jones

Donnge Jones
Donna Jones

Alice Carmen

Chalkboard

Rosalie Luck

Decatur Connty
District No. 30, Cedar Bluffs Donna Jones
District No. 72, Prairie Belle Lora Arnold
Complete history of every school - Katie Cornell
\
Ellis County
District ¥o. L9, Vincent Donna Jones
-1 Donna Jones
District No. 2L, Good Hope Donna Jones
District No. 15, Stockrange Donna Jones
District No. 17 Donna Jones

Harmony Donna Jones
U-5 Mrs. Norms Jane Daniels
U“Z,_ Friend
District No. 45-7 (part of it) Pierceville-
Plymell Donna Jones’




Y

\

S .Grahan c:onnty s e - .
‘Distriot No. 45, North Star Donna Jones
. District No. 3, South Star Donna Jones
Mt. Btna__ " Donna Jones’ JRRCNN
District No. 48, Goshen - “ v o Donns Jones \
Distriot No. L7, Brownville ‘ . Dorma Jones v
District No. 9, Whitfield - Dopna Jones ’ -
Distriot No. 6l CGrocker .o Donna Jones. L
District No. 32, Buchanan . Donna Jones ,
Distriot No. 23, Mt. Vermon * - . Dorma Jones ¥
Distriot No. 50, High Hi1l Doxns Jones
Grant Cmmty
Distriot No. 214, Red Boak Donna Jones

_11 miles east of Ulysses -- sgtill in use

Greeley County . .
District No, 22, Mt. Hope Donna Jones A
Haskell County '
Distriot No. 1lj; Pleasant Valley Donna Jones
§ o . ‘
EKiowa County - o
None ' , . N

Logan Commty
District No. 50 #2
Little Eagle Donna Jones
District No. 50 #l - .
District Fo. North 50, Pleasant View =—-
on Highway 83, 24 miles north of Scott Donna Jones
Distrioct No. 8 . Donna Jones

Mitchell County . SR

District No. 62, Hyde Jean Wesselowski

Morton County
Distriot No. 1, Taloge Vita Scott Moore
District No. lj, Greenwood _ Floxena Minor
District No. 16, Dexrmont (now #23) Donna Jones
District No., 12, Pleasant Plains Linda Frownfelier Martin
District No. 1k, Wild Rose Raymond Moore
District No. 15, Proirie View Twylah Fishexr
District No. 18, Bast Cess June Bane
District No. 19, New Zion - Margaret M. (Riley) Gillespie
Distriet No. 20, Riverview- Bera ILouise Bvans Smith
District No. 19, .New Zion Ellen Riley Penick
District No.-9, West Cess M. B, Coen

Ness County ~

7 7 Hall Book -- The History of Readin Ritin 'n°® Rithmetic in Ness
Coun’; & X -

23
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Noxrton Comaty~ — - —— " B , o : .
S — District No. 2, Big Timber / ~Ruth McMulkin :
‘District No. 23, Dead Man-School \ . Yonna. Jones
o District~No. 58, Excelsor - N Eldon Wyatt
A T Distriot No. 33, Kinderhook " Ervest. Gramzow
: ‘ _District No. 70, Pickes Pea.k ' Harold Fischi .
“District No. 10, Stax i Mrs., Beth Bryant
District Fo. 105, Bokar ' -Ruth Grose ’
Distriot o, 90, Pa.i.rview - A Ruth Grose
District No. 98, Aurora Inez Lesh
District No. 6, Hillman = Donna Jones
Fhillips County : ‘ !
District No. 69, Willowdale Stanley Nelson
Distxrict No. 97, Dayton Center George Bach
Joint District No. 1 (Phillips & Smith Co.) Marie Stockman
(4] o .
" Pratt County ) )
District No. 81, Mt., Pleasant Mrs, Harry B, Iunt
} Rawlins County
District No. 1k, Achillea ) - - Mrs. Ivy Yoos
N\ . District No. 12, Harmony Mra, Ivy Yoos
District No. 7h, then 1946147 to 227 Charlene Kramexr

228,229 in 1946
e Beaver View, Joseph, Bimming School . i
District No. 73, Little Beaver - Chaxrlene Kramer
1946 organized with Dist. 203 & 228
District No. 28, in 1946 closed and

changed to 227 & 228, Happy Hollow Charlene Yramer
District No. 55,-then 227 in 1946 -
. Pleasant Hill, Pleasant Valley Charlens i. .mexr
: .- Rooks County )
.- District No. (southeast of Palco) Alvert Sparks
District No. 58, Spring Branch Warren Macy
Brown . Domma Jones ¢
Ruzsell County ‘
District No. lj, Four Corners . ‘Clara Kaps °
‘4 miles east of Russell center of town i
and 3 miles south on Pioneer Road Donna Jones
District No. Ll ‘\Pleasant Valley Alice Heinze
Now on Hays campus, Plymouth Fort Hays
Scott County - s L . |
Malch School Opel Rose !
Sheridan County k ' :
|< : District Ho. L, Rising Sun ~ Donna Jones
: District No. 7, Chicago Donne Jones
[ ¢ District No. 22, Prairie Flower Dorna Jones
f TR | .




Shez*i&_m oty mesyme&‘! -

: uis%ric* Hss 25, Bse Rive
| DiskRiit ¥8. 55, Hewy
Shexmazd Countys \ :
© Union 3, Serdisld

Stafford County
DL atx.tot Noe 50, ¥elivvidyw

Thomas County
Distxriot Yo.. 92, Tii ive Franch
Distmiet ¥e. 15, Ficol.
Distrist Bo. 7Gg A?:ﬁlena
Distziot Noo 37, ,;Brcwnville

"‘rego Comnty
‘(south of Ellis)

Wallase County
District No. ki, Western Star -
%o 1923, then Ho. 45 Morton Tcwnahip
Distriot No. Ll then 45, Western Star
Distriot No. 21, Wallace High School

== (

Dozma Jones
Donna Jon' ~

Hoxm: Yaliers

Glen McComb
Tolms Coen

Dorms Jones

" Donra Jones

Donna Jones
Dorms Jones

Dorma Jones

Ra,ﬁnond Eates

Pern Estes
Iavise Pearce
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15.
16.
17.
18,

19.
20.

21,
22.
23.
2l
25.
26.
21.

29.

ORAL INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY DONNA JONES
‘Fran). Anderson

Edpa Bell
Martha Bell

" Iydia S. Bishop~-

Mary Bundy

Alicer Carmen
Geoxrge Drew
Annalee Hampton
Albert Hively
Deloxes Hope
Ruby lLee Jacobs
Ruth Wing Jamison
Warner Johnson '
David Jones

Bva Kirk
Barbara Enoll

_Denzel R. Lofgreen

Barbara Lowenthal

‘Warren Macy

Tom & Elver Milburn
- & Selora B, Lewis

Margaret McBride

‘Cecil Nelson

Merle Nevins
Leona W. Pfeifer
Mary Robinson

William.N. Robinson

Rose Amm Rupp
Ruth A, Siegrist
Rosa L Stokes

Vida 1‘Ieil.:aon To'tmren

Dale Wing

Finney County
Ford County
Thomas County
Wéstern Kansas
Rawlins County:
Ford County
Morton"County °,
G{ceeley-‘ County
Thomas County
Finney County
Grahom- County
Graham County
Sherida.n County

Thoma,a County (livee in Garden

City)

Sherman County
Ellis County
Norton

Fimmey County, Mead County,

1lives in Lawrence, interview

in Colby
Rooks County

Morton County

Thomas County

Cheyenne County

Logan County--Black School

Ellis County
Ford County
Kansas

Ellis County
Graham County
Graham County
Thomas County
Northwest Kansas

District Sanitarian

-
]

.

12-4-80
12-4-80

© 11-10-80

10-2}4-80
11-29-80
11-26~80
12-3-80

12-7-80
11;27-895

12-2-80,
10-25-80
10-25-80

1-3-81 -2

1-11-81
1-21.[ 81
12-10-80
10-24~-80

12-25-80

1-29-81

12-3-80
11-29-80
12-19-80
2-25-81
2-17-81
12-5-80
11-13-80
1-29-81

10-25-80"

12-17--80

11-29-80

i

tapes

11-13-80




32. Flo Minor ~—
33. Doc Crawley

3k. PFred Barnes
" Panl Weatherford
Iogan Holnes

35. Nell Walsh

ORAL INTERVIEWS ON MORTON COUHTY
- ‘CONDUCTED BY JANICE: SMITH, EI.}CHART} KANSAS

Moxton County I ‘
Moxton County ‘
Moxrton County
FMorton County

\

1

12-2-80
11-25-80
12-3-80

12-3-80




»

., TEACHERS: THEIR HOLES, RULES AND RESTRICTIONS

s . b3
The Kansas -oguntry school teacher was and still is a dedicated, strong

villed, reaponaible individvual who believed, that an educa.tion would help
oné toward a i‘al.er, brighter 1ii‘e. Many teachers erperienced & deep sense
of ss.tisfaction such as wheu Mable Eighmy Davis, an eaxly ‘rural teacher in

Noxton County, reflected. or her "teaching ce.reer. She said: "Did I find

the pot of gold? I'm oounting the pieces now ~=- my 1ife's work end the

love, loyalty and wealth of friends. Mozje tha.n ell -- the peace with which

God fills my heart."l She was certainly satisfied with her role in life.
Kensas was. -8 leader in ea:clir education, In 1882 Kansas had 6,436

organized school districts with 357,920 pupils between five and twenty-one

. years of age. The average monthly salary of male teachers was $31.42 and

824,95 for female teachers. The valuation of school property was $k,381,740.00.

'Ellis County was a typical western Kansas county, In 1882 Ellis County had

30 organized districts,. 2,623 school population, $4li per month male tedchers' ‘
a:;rerage galary, $26 per monti; female teachers! average salary, and $31,500
wes the-value of all school property.

One of the noted ea.rly Kansas teachers, Lizzie Wooster, was born on her

Ve

1k, M. Davis. A Kancas Schoolma'ma, 1898-1951 (Chicagos:, Adams Press, B
1960)5 p. 153. \

2 ird Blepmisl Repoit of the State Board of Agzioulture to the i
Legislature of the'State of Eansas, for the years 1681-82, (Second ed.;
Topeka: Kansas, 1353_5,.p, 232 and ??1. '

- \- 28
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father's homestea:d in rural Jewell County in 1870, At sixteen Dizzie took
her first rural school for $33 & month. She didn't even have her high

. Bchool diploma., which was common for theylate 1800'a, She was single for
\ her entirs life and spent meny years as a teacher. The following two
quotes ere-typical of her feelings: "Our first duty is to the children
of the state. Although Kansas is rich in many resources and enterprises, .
the sduoat}.onal activities are more valusbie than all others." Yust as i
many other early teachers, Lizzié was quite a moralizer, She published
the Wooster textbooks thetl were. used for almost tyenty “yeaxs in the eariy
1900's, Her texts were good for the early student, but "more‘moralizing.
tha;n would be popular today." She published a'ci‘thmética,- spellers, and
readers, She incorporated the f.’ollowing q\fote into her spellers -- "The
yt;\mg man who smokel; cigarettes need not worry about his future\'. _He has
n;neqf'a ‘ | | o

id.zzie went on to school a.;ud'in 191k beca‘mo a lawyer. She later

‘ gecured the position of state superintendent of instruction. She attained

a mmber of positive goals, but overemphasized the moral overtones. Her

fanatical attitudes resulted in public ridicule of her. Because of her

aoctions and positicns, vocationé.l education was placed under a different

control system than public educetion:; This has been a'lasting result of

the actions of Lorraine Elizabeth Wooster. She was defeated in the next
.election. Her toxtbooks that were being published bfy;"her own company were
.not nged as widely a8 bofore, a.gd eventually she endgg up liviné in poferty.

3Lydia Mayfield, "Lizzie Wooster, She Kept Kansas Teachers on the -
Straight ‘and Narrow Path...at Least She Tried To," Kanhistigue VII
‘(Ma.y, 1981)v Pe To
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Preparation for teaching va‘pied from those who completed eighth grade,
went to normal training or those who attended and completed college, some
of whom attended the sta.te normsl trad.ning school at Emporia. Early
tea.ohers took sn ora.l test from the county superintendent- later they were
required to pass the county exen to teach. - '

For emple, Lydia Bishop ‘§ttended ona ;ear at Fort Hays State Univer-
aity and et\mned a three~year oer‘l:ificate. Then she started to %each. She
uent back to school most sunmers; she secured & life certificate with 60
hours. She continued to take cla.eses every year she taught and lacks eight

-~

hours of a degree, \ -
The first year collége course taught her the "course of stu&jr. "oTg
a‘:nd the bimonthly exams were the "bible" she followed, But one of the big

problems she encountered was there was“no preparation for the first day of

. school or schedule for thet day; however her husband who had attended country

‘sochool helped her, She made her leéaon plans around the bimonthly exams

from the stat;a.

Each fall the counties where she taught had institute for one or two
weeks before school that was very helpful, She was also asked to read two
profeasionai books per year. She subsorited to the Teachers Magazine, the
HormaJ: Instruotor and Grade Teacher. She maid ahe'iused many ideas from
these, Often she used & pioture from one of her magezines i‘or opening
exeroiaes.h ‘ ’ \

Waxrren Macy started teaching in 1930 at District 49 in Rooks County.
He had attendsd Woodeton ﬁigh School for four years, gone to Fort Hays for
one month and taken an exam for hi? state certificate. He started teaching

‘ .

i

L—‘Sta.tement by Lydia Bishop, personal interview, Ootober 2k, 1980,

¥
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with "one qugli'fica‘bion, that was the desire to- succeed, wd , .
- Vida Toburen started teaching in-1930 when she was only 17 years old.
Sﬁe had a Hormal Training Certif_:i.cate from ‘Colby High School. She la{:er
went to collgge"::mdj worked toward a degree. \Mrs. Toburen had 16 aj:udenté
the firat yaa;' she taught in all grades exc?pt gixtk, She said she needed
to know more g.bou’; methods. But ghe was sure she learnsd more than all
si;teen _fm*i: '!;qgether the first year éhe tau@‘é.G
The rural teachers :!.n western Kansas certainly took on responsible

positions when they aought gituations. First of all to apply for a posi-

tion a perspsctive teacher usually had to go to the farms of each school

board member to dis&uee & job. Often the walk or horse aad buggy ride had
to be repea'bed. in order to find the school board members at home,

ace .8 Jjob was semu.‘ed, the teacher took on a mumber of tasks in addi-
tion to pla.nning tha lessona and teaching. She ox: he chopped wood, carried
wood or coak, cleaned the 'school, clesned the outhouse, opened and closed
the school each day, took care of any emergency that haprened, supervised
and often playsd during recess, cerried water, started the fire, served as
the counselor, sometimes Tran a bus, and anything else that needed to be
done. The extent the students helped with tasks varied from one district
to another. - S .

Early teachers umzal]_.y boarded in a number of homes; later teachers
often boardéd with one of the families who hed room for an extra pPeYBGN.
Some schools provided teacherages for the teacher. For example, Taloga
School District Number One, in Morton County, located twelve miles north

5 Statement by Warren Macy, personsl interview, Jamuary 29, 1981.
6.‘3;*1:9.1:611119111& by Vida Tobturen, personal interview, November 29, 1980,




and th'r’ee niles west of Elkhart, had two rooms in the basement for the
teacher to use as & residence,

\Early salaries varied, with a range from $8.,00 to $30.00 per month
for teachers who taught an average tern.of four months in 1863, Martha
Bayne who taught in Ruseell, Lincoln, and Os‘b‘orne counties in the 1880's
received an average salery of $20 per month for a three-month tem.8

0ften ealaries were negotiated ;I.n@.ividually by a teacher \‘i‘ith their
board members. For exsmple Annalee Hampton secured a teaching positien in

Greeley County in 1930 and forgot to ask the salaxy. She asked one of the

board members and was told she would receive the same salary &8 the teacher
. . 3

the year before, $100.00 per month, Later from another board member she
was told they had psiid‘her toc mich, because new teachers didn't usually
receive $100.CC per month, The .tea,cher'the previons year had been experi-
enced, B'-:z.t as Mrs, Hempton seid, she earned every bit of i't.9

Many scheols changed teaahgrs regularly. Olga Guise, with a second
grade certificate, was ithe earliest recorded teacher, in 1886, for a twelve-
week term at the Otterbourme School Disirict Fumbsr 2, in Thomas County,
Her salary wag $20 per month, Other Thomas County schools and salaries

were Cumboerland, District Fumber 3, where school terms were from three

. months to nine monibs and monthly salaries frem 825,00 in 1886 to $100.00

in 1931, and Center View, District Number 6, gave monthly salaries from

$25.00 to $175.00,1°

>

Tp. L. Pinst, "Seventy~Five Years of Eiucation in Kansas" (Address

at Kansas State Teachers® Association at Topeka, November L-5, 1938), (Mamuscript).

aHaz'tha B"ayn‘e, Reminiacences of Mrs, Marthe Bayne, a Teasher in the
Country Schools of Ruggell, Lincoln and Osborne Counties in the 808, (n.p.)

(Kansae State Historical Society Kamseript Copy 3 s VN8 page.

Istatement by Amnalee Hamptoﬁ, personal interview, December 7, 1980,

l.o Sse School Distriot Files, Thomas County Historical Society, Colby,

Kansas,
. T 42
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teachers spent Tecess, During the lunch recess at the Devey School in

‘Cgun'tmy teachers certainly exhibited spirit and dedication.
In the 1929'39 Barbara Knoll_ tavght at Lost Canyon School about twenty
miles north of Victoria, Kansas. She had & boy in fourth or fifth grade
who stuttered when he started rdading to the class. The other pupils
la.u.gﬁ;d at him, The teacher asked why the class laugI‘:ed and they said
they had done it the year before. The teacher asked the clase not to laugh
and put themselves in the place of the boy who stu‘htered The boy is now
s man and talks normally. 11

Tea.cher interest in their students was certainly evident by the way

“Bawlins County, Kansas, teachsr Margaret McBride took her students on walks

to find fossils, went-fishing, went on nature walks, ate lunch on ‘the rocks
and many other educational actix}itiee.la

Alice Wolfred (now Mres Harold Jordan, Beloit) taught several years at
Sprﬁug Branch School iﬁ'#Rooi{s County., She kept her students, among them
Varren Maoy, "profitably busy." Miss Wolfred imspired ¥r. Macy to go into
tublic azztool work, St;e kept the students interested by 2 variety of acti~

vities, ¢ ch as tacky day parties, piocnice, and twice a day poetry., She

was. genuinely interested in her students.13
Later when Warren Maoy wag teaching, he had & little boy who had qui‘b

first grade because he did.n't iike sohool and didn't want to go baclk, So

~Johnny and his father went to school in & wagon and the man called the

teacher to his wagon and told Mr., Macy to take the kicking, screaming boy

to school, Mr., Macy did; Johmny settled down end found somé friends. BHe

/

1lgiatement by Barbara Enoll, personal interview, December 10, 1980,
125tatement by Margaret McBride, personal interview, November 29, 1980.

, Liacy, 1oc. cit.

43




1k

bscame a successful man in later life,
Al Hively noted that his teachars were "jugat one.of us." This was 4
very common feeling among the thirty two people| I interviewed about 't‘eir ‘

country schoocl experiences. Teachers parl;'icipa, ed and often organized box-
| /

suppers, literaries and other types of comrmmii;':y mtiﬂties.ls /

When Al Hively was in “he second grade he had a four inch firecracker .
blow up in his facz and he was 1n the hospftal in Colby foxr some tire.
Then he was in a dark room for almost a/yea.r. His teacher brought his
lessons 1o him twice a week in his so?éie home, Al's father paid the tea.cher
8 little extra to some to their home in -order for Al to keep up his lessons.

It was eleven months before Al saw light. His teacher certa.inly helped

make the time pass faster,
Teachers often worked to provide the extra inducement for students.
One of the teachsrs at Dead Man's School in Norton County was Lester Apple-

He gave the students a little broader education.
16 -

gate. He included a little

electricity ard things like that in the ocurriculum.

Mary Bundy toid her students she was their friend as well as their )
teacher and that she loved sach s*bu&en:b. She felt responsible for all her
students and worked to teach them :physically, mentally and philosophically.
She was an excellert e;xample of the dedication and commitment teachers often
put into thair jobs. .

Peachers worked hard getting lessona for many grades, For example
John Bastepp, & rural teacher, saids "I aid a lot of studying and getting

future lessons prepared for the next day. I was usually up until 11:00 oxr

Lo

s,

ISStatemant by Al Eively, personal interview, November 27, 1980,

léstatement by Denzel Lofzren, personal interview, October 2k, 1980,
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12:00 most every night." 7 '
One of the keys to success ’;da,a the rural teac_her attitude Vida Toburen

3\ .
_exhibited when she vaid "Nothing is too simple to tell a child."l8 Country

N
'

school teachere‘ could‘ not be experts at everything but many tried :bo learn
) »'how t:; teach even what they didn't know. Mable Eighmy Davis took a:r:t ‘
lessons for a year and could oxily draw a sunflower. But her pupile won
first place in the count} art exhibit.’) o
' Teachers earned- reputations -for their abilities. Minnie Peterson
started tea.ching at fifteen in 1903 in rural Phillips County at. Young School.
_ Years later sfter teaching in varioue placee and ‘having a fami;[y, Mrs,
Peterson was asked by a former student to teach in school district numker
11, in the southeast part of Logan County. The school had thirty students,

many of whom wexre diecipline probleme. ) °Mrs. Peterson managed the dis-~

cipline probleme well and the year of sohool | \went 28 vas expeoted. She

lived in the back of the Holineea‘c}mrch pa.rs)oéage during the week and went

_— o 2 \
home to her family only on veekends., 2 |

~

~

~ Some young people started teaching beca.uee‘they found themselves in
rositions such la,e that of Irene Henderscn Kelley, At ee?enteen, after her
sophomore year in high school, her mother died, and her father moved to
Coiorado. Irene was leff with two younger sisters and an eight-year-old
brother %o care for. So Irene went to No:cma.l School the summer after her

father left and earned a certificate to teach. Bliss School hired her for

17Based on correspondence from John Eastepp, March 1l, 1981.

lBToburen, loc. cit,.

pavis, loc. cit.

2O.J'ohn M, Peterson, "I'm Going to Be a Teacher," Kanhistique, V

(June, 1979), pp. 12-13.
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six months for $45 per month. She had to boa.rd away from home during the
wee‘c, 'but through hard work ahe was able to help hex brothers and sister8.21
The transportation early teachgrs used vas often wa.lking or use of a
horse, Edna Bell rode a horse five miles to teach the first year she
taught, 22
56 in Rawlins County.. She particularly remembered her frozen dinner from

Mary Bundy rode a horse sixteen miles per day to teach at district

her long ridea.23 Denzel Iofgren remembered that his teacher Beth Page
walked about half a mile ‘i‘rom her family home where she ﬂoa.rded.zh In

- ’ léhﬂ Lydia Bishop told a school board who asked her to teach that she would
ig she could "fly" to school, So the 89;1001 bqard arranged for her to "fly,"
as best they could by securing a Model A Ford car that pickeg.‘up the teacher
and other students and éoﬁk them to school and then went on another route

- : and picked up other studentas, They called thie car a school bus, because

) that was how it was u:aed.25 '

' Cnce the tea,oheJ.:B and students arwived at the rural Kansas schools they
vere often able to go on field txips and participate in many unique teach-
ing experiences. Rural teachers used their imaginations in order to keep
the interest of students. For example, Ma:ctha Bell took her students to an
Indian site west of the escho\cl~ on & hill and searched for artifacts. This

made their study of Indians and the West come to life. There was also a

2lputh Kelley Ha,yden, The Time That Was (Colby, EKansas: H. F. Davis
Memorial Library, 1973), pp. 106-8.

22

Statement by Edna Bell, personal interview, December lj, 1980.
BStatement by Mary Bundy, personal interview; November 29, 1980.
,"I.ofgren, loc. cit.

szishop, loc, cit.
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bachelor who lived near the school who owned & number of antiques. The
students used tp gofl %o his hore during the noon reoeés, before and after

school, Often horses were talten to his home for water. One very interesting

item he Bharfad with the students and teacher was his Bdison phonogra.ph.26
Lydia Bishop also took her classes on walks, They made charts, drew i ”

signs of the eeasons,Aa.m?. watched far,n;ers in their work ;éld discussed what

was being do\ne. .Ona year & class made & small sod house on tne school lot.
\ bﬁ:é. Bishop was always looking for we.};s to ‘keep students interested, One
method she vsed was teaching stu&ents ;o aqua::é da.nce.,z7

One of ?he spacial activities Alice Caxrmen remembered was meking books

about the state birds, The; students colored the birds and tied the pages
together. She also remembered making books on Anstr‘a.lia‘ and Switzerland.
Alice attended Concord School, thirteen miles from Dodge City. The students
from her school had the opportunity to go to Dodge City ead visit Boot Hill,
a ohicﬁen packing plant and a newspaper office., They even went to Gerden

City to see a sugar beet facto:r."y.28

Mm:,w;r Bundy worked with her students to l\éeep their enthusiasm for learn~
ing high, She helped her students make barometers in mcience class, The
girls wove mats and the boys mede bird houses. She worked with her stude\hts
P on singing for the All Soh\ool Days in the sounty seat Atwood; and her s;t:u.- '
dents often egrned blue rii:bons for singing "Over the Rainbow" and "Mboking
Bird Hill." She tried whenevc;r possible to take hexr studonts to visit other

sohool‘?. Her Beardsley School often went to visit other schools for spelling

. 263 tatement by Martha Bell, personal interview, November 10, 1980,

gl = N
‘Bishop, loc. cit.

288‘b8tamell_t by Alice Carmen, personal interview, November 26, 1980.
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bees, ciphering matches and ganies.zg
Most country teachers used their maéiﬁation to invent teaching aids.

There Were a few to help most teachers -- maps, globes, flip charts, dic-
tionarieé, sometimes a small library. ‘ Lydia Bishop's situation was typical
in that she only had phonics c;,a.rde and a few books she cc_zuld check out from
the ooxinty superintendent. But to get the Wm she had ‘to go to the county
seat ‘and picic them up, so she was not able to do that often. She aid work
to develop a personal collectioz; of items to help her $each; such as du.ring\\
the* .:t‘irst yeaxr. she taught she bought the primary volumss of Classrcom
Tea.oht;r.Bo |

The county superintendent was often a help to the rura.]: teachers, Some
_superintendents helped new teachers with lesson plans, some provided teach-
ing material to all county schools, while others spent most oil their time
on visits to the schools and administrative duties. But gemerally this
paréonfaeérved as a mich needed consultant for ..ural teachers.

Edna Bell wa; the Ford County Superintendent of Schools from 1921 to
1939. She viaited each of the seventy county schoois for an hour or more.
These visits certainly entailed & great deal of rough travel. Mrs, Bell
maintained a l:f‘bra.ry to which she added aboﬁt ten books por year. This was
avaiisble tv the entire county, but teachers psually had to go to town to
get theu" materials so they werse not really accessidble to most rural teachers.
Mrs. Bell's office did mimeograph materials for the primary grades. These
study sheets were usually designed by the county superintendent.

One day when Mrs, Bell was visiting rural schools in the northeast

29Blmdy,‘ 1030 Oito

BUB/i.éiop, loc. cit,
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pa::t/of Ford County she dro¥e up to a school and saw a ladder up to a win-
~ dow, She-saw the teacher ringing the bell and the children started up the

ladder, It seems the teachier had forgotten her key, so the teacher and Mrs,

bell proceeded up the ladder into the school, and clasges were conducted as

usual, 3 -
.Teachers not only had cooperation ‘from county superintepdente, they
usually had strong support and involivement on the part of the parents,
\'l‘ea.ohers wexe i‘reqpexft guests for meals in 'the homes of students. The
chalmels for communication were definitely open. This also helped contri-
bute to\the faot that pupils were usually ready to help the teacher I;y
work‘in-g'vﬁ&h other studenm or in whatever way that was necessary.

Some Seachers had their own children or relatives in class, Lydia
Bishop taught hex child three years, in the first, second and third grades,
When Alice Carmen was in first grade Mrs, Hurd, the‘teacher, also had her ‘
aaughter in eeheol.B3 When Annalee Hampton attended country school she had
eaoh of her brothers as teachers at different times, Generally there seem
to have been few problems wI‘nen\ these veople ha.d'relatives as teachers.

The rural teacher was often isolated in her school, miles from a farm
or another adult. Whatever typ\e» \of emexrgency came along had to be dealt
with in the best manner the teaeher could decide upon, Lydia Bishop said
‘she had many visitors at school, most of whom were book salesmen o; play~-
g:reund equipnent salesmen. Otné/ ni;ght erfer school a salesman tried to take

Nor

e 7

\ 31kdna Bell, loc. cit. \ . \

32.B:I.shop, loc. cit.

33Ce,t'men, logc, cit.
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Cmmtry school teachers obviﬂusly operated alone most of 'bhe tinme.
There was no organized substitute system. Uaually if a teacher to
miss school & parent substituted, This points towgu:d one of the rs:h
drawbacks of countiy schgois that,country‘te.achers didn't have cox;té. t with
o-f.her teachers during the day. 'l‘héy also frequently lacked education
dealing with the ‘apecial child who was gifte‘é or slow,

Social life of the teacher was limited. It was of 1 limited tc; only °
those activities ééceptable to the commnity. Hc;wever, many teachers did
attend shows, da.nces, church functions and do other commu.nity activities,

Mary Bundy also had a problem with a salesman, One day as ghe wes
conducting school, a ma.n came to her school and said he was selling books
and he wanted hér to purchase st leaut four. She ‘told him he needed to see
the school hoard, because they nade all such purchases. Thg‘ gsalesman pro-
ceeded to 8. back and threw a wasps nest into the school and turned the
teachert!s horse looee." Meny. of the children were stung by thg;. wasps, and

Mary had to tend their stings Aand then =t them home at the regula:r time

" because parents wouldn't expect them earlier., She then had to walk home,

which made it well after 8:00 p.m. when she arrived.35 -

" Prairie fire vas always one of the fears of teachers, In 1912
Ga.‘bhe:r.:\ine Walz, a teacher at Prairie Fire School Distriet in Sheridan County,

was at the home Vhere she boarded, It was e couple of days after school
\ .

closed for the summer. Catherine was there alone with the eighty-five-yeér-

BhBishop, loc. cit,

35Bundy, loc. cit.

&
i

: a.dvantage of her in the school building. If she hadn't an ax handy she . -- -

is not sure vhat might have ha.ppened.Bh ’ : "




. S
01d lady of the house. The line Ting came over the phone and it vas
reported that there was. a fire three and a ha.lf miles southeast of Hoxie
hea.ded toward Catherine. She prepared the fzmn as best she could for the
fire, She put the livestock in the barn, filled everything with water and
vas able to save-herself and the elderly lady and the house.l Howeye;; tﬁe
animils gob out of the bam and were killed and the barn vas burhied, >
This threat of fire is the reason many teachers and boards plowed fire
guards around schoéls in the esrly years, -The fire guard became a health
depa‘.rtment\\ requirement in later yea;rs. )

Shiden'tf_s; at Bu.zz'ard's‘ Roost School- i)iatrict‘ 71 in Decatur County Jjust
outside dlay‘i;;)n were un;:uly sometimes, 6ne teacher was tied t? the fence

. i h
all day. This andvother treatment led to her resignation., Mr. 'John Wilsey

. resigned dus to the "tough element,"” Rural gtudents developed muscles

early with their hard work @nd sometimes this led to mischievous ideas.

: -T;eac}iers had to bhave, the ability fo keep kids in 1line and have their ideas

i folloved.)” Many teachers hid pranks they dealt with, Students often

plugged 8 chimney. and filled the school with smoke in order to gain a recess.
f 1

Tgaoherﬁ”f‘ound snakes, spiders; rats and othei animals in their desks, It
vas def:}.nitely a potentially harmful situat;.on vwhen shotgun shells were put
into a’‘heating etow}e. *

Salaries varied for tedchers, Eva Kirk wﬂLthght at Maplegrove School

in Sherman County in 1914-15 was paid $55.00 & month to teach twenty-five

38

students. Marthe Bell taught in 1928 for $75.00 a month, of which she

’BGStatement by Warner Johnson, personal in‘bei'vié}, January 3, 1981,

37Roderick Cameron, Pioneer Days in Kansaa, A Bomesteader's Narre.tive
of Barly Settlement and Farm Development on the Hi Plaina Coun of

B ‘ o1
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g gpent $24,,00 per month on board and :::oom.‘39 Wa'.rren Macy star'éed teaching
‘when he was eighteen in 1930 for §80,00 per month for an ;ight-month te;rm.
- Then in 1932-33 es the economy dropped, he was only paid ' $50.00 per mon%h.ho
Also in 1930 Lydia' Biehop was paid $90.00 per month to teach ten students
on the edge of Barton County By 191;8 Mrs, Bishop was paid 8175 per month,
plus tra.naportation for tea.ching Annalee Hampton was paid $100.00 per
\ month in 1930.h2‘ With regard to sararies one student, Ruth Wing Jamison,
had a. unique view, Shetfelt ghe should be paid, bepauee the teachex wé.a K
paid and in this student's opinion she worked harder than the veacher,'3
The rules teachers abided by wefe often limiting.

RULES FOR TEACHERS
1872

l. Teachers each day will fill lampa, clean chimneys.

2. Xach teacher will bring a bucket of water and a
scuttle of coal for the day's session.

\ 3. Make your pens carefully. You may whittle niba
4o the individual taste of the pupils.

o Men ipachers may take one evening each week for
) courting purposes, or two evepings a week if they
go to church regularly,

5. After ten hours in achool, the teachers may spend
the remaining time reading tae Bible or other good .
: books, .

6.~ Women teachers whu merry or engsge in unseemly
conduot will be dismissed.

3uprtha Bell, loc. oit.
holmoy, foc. oit. ¥

A

m‘Bj.ahdp,' ]:ocr. ocit.

A L"zﬂampton, loc. oit.

5 l‘BStatement by Ruth Wing Jemison, personal interview, October 25,
1360, )
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T. Every teacher should lay aside from each pay
a goodly sum of his earnings for his benefit
during his declining years so that he will not
become @ burden on society.

8., Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any form, :
frequents pool or public halls,. or gets shaved in
a barber shop will give good xeason to suspect his
worth, intention, i_ntegri"'y and honesty.!

9 The teacher who performs his labor faithfully and
- without fault for fi.) years will be gliven an -

,,increase of twenty-five cents per week in ﬁﬁs pay, -
i providing the Board of Education \appmves.

In addition to these rules teachexrs were expeoted to be the examp\l
for the cox_mm;nity, for -aftexr all, they ha.d the educetion that most early
gettlers réspected 80 raverentl&. In the early &éaxs women ‘teacheré were
- ‘not expected to marry because it was felt that one income should support a _
family and 1f a tea.;aher chose to marry she usually gave t;p her position.
Use ofmcosmetiéa was discoﬁraged. ’
- Some of the. restrictions on *teq,chers were reasons that some people
left teaching or didn't enter the prqfession.

In 1951 the Kansas State Teachers' Association wag concerned about a '
"‘ah;rtage of teachers with certifig_e,tes\‘ who would ¢each for salaries

offercd by one-teacher or émall‘soh‘zbols." 8o the High Plains Journal did

a survey of eighteen scuthwest Kanaas counties. They found that rural
schools were not short of teachers and that the edncation process was
going well, ‘ \

Morton County was the only county that reported a teacher shortage in

the 1951 survey. It was at Richfield and that school had a modern teacherage

4

and an approprikte salary.
Seward County had three qualified. teachers who didn't have positions.

M‘Rules for Teachers, 1872, (Dodge City, Kansas: (}ultura.l Heritage
Center, n.d, ), one page.
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Gray Couny had consolidated prior to 1951, except for one country
school south of Emsign. They had no prob%ems securing ‘l:eacherts.h5 ]

In receat years recognition of the value of teachers in Kansas has
increaned, fThe Kensas Teachers' Hall of Fame was chartered in 1977. Its
purpose. is to "select, recoénize, and hom()r» outstanding teachers, grades

- kindergarten through 12 end Area Vocational Teghnical Schools, who have

\
taught at least 20 years in the state of Kansas." It is housed in a one-

N

AN

u\ 'na.lly built .:!n 1915 at Haviland, Kensas. Teachers are selected each year

fox the. honor of inclusion. I attended the 1977 induction July 8,‘ 1977 in

- . DodgeCity. It was fascinating to hear the dedicated stories of these out-
stan educators. The Kansas school teaf:here certa.inl:,_.' _have earned an

impo;r.'tant p{l.ace in -the history of the s%a.te.

L5 "Rural Schools in Southwest Show Pride of Pa.trons,". High Plains
Journal (September.27, 1951), section I, page 8, 1l.

) room reconstructed school in Boot Hill, Dodge City. The school was origi-

ety
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READING, WRITING, *RITHMETIC, AND RECITATION

N
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 One can almst Year the chatter of scholars, the shuffling of fest, ., -
the slates hitting the wooden desks, thé oi»e;a;ng of-well worn books, and
" evan moxe of the sounds of learning as one thinks about the deserted country
achools. The education in the country schools of western Kansas definitely
stresses the basics., HMemorization and recitation were important. The
quality of the education glven was :;."anked high b5;7 former students and by
their achievements. -

Ruth A. ‘Siegrist‘ rated her ;éuntry education "superior." She recog-
nized thatsshe didn't have the extra courses, but the basic subjects wexe
coverad well. One of the topics she noted about school was the "closeness
and friendliness of youngsters. wl She attended Graden School, eleven miles
north of Moreland, in Graham County. This commmity instilled mazy tradi-
tions in the people, Mra. Slegrist is vexy intereéted in learning, as are
a mumbexr of other graduates of the area., A few other superior students
she noted who attended Graden Sohooi includeds Warren Tiel, State Bindweed
. Supervisor; Warren Brant, who eurned & doctorate degree; and Stanley Barneti,
who 48 an architect in Wichita., Thege comments she made gbout herself and
the faot that she not only learned in courtry schooli bl\l“f; found she wanted
to leaxn the rest of her life. These were strong {a.r‘acteristioa of most

of the people contacted who attended country school. The country schools

R 110 N

J‘Statement by Ruth A, Siegrist, personal interview, October 25, 1980,
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definitely kindled the spirit of most students to app&eciata learning for
a 1lifatime, Educgtion was not taken for granted by the rural pupild. Most
studentsa f:;]& it was indeed an honor :to have the oppolf‘cunity to gain an

. ed:doatiox;. “

A amle.achadnle for a day at school in District 53 of Sheridan County

betwssn 1895 sw{l903 followss B ~.

Opening Exercises
Reéadexr lst 9:00-9:05
Reader 2nd 9:05-9:10 .
Reader 5th 9:10-9:25 ¢
Reader Lth 9:25-9:40
Reader 3rd 9:4,0-9:50--
Gramoex A 9:50-10:10
Granmar B 10:10-10:25
Recess 10:25-10:35
Arithometic D 10:35-10:45
Arithmetic C 10:45-11:00
Arithnetic B 11:00-11:15
Arithmetic A 11:15~11:35
Spelling C 11:35-11:4C

= Spelling B 11:40-11:45
Writing 10:,,5-12:00 noon
Readexr lst 1:00-1:05
Reader 2nd 1:05-1:10
Gecgraphy A 1:10-1:25
Reader 3xd 1:25-2:10
Reader Lth 1:40-1:55
History B 1355-2:05
History A 2:05-2:20
Geography C 2:20-2:35 A
Recess 2:35-2:145
Geography 3 2:1i5-3:00
Reader 18t 3:00-3:05
Constitution / 3:05-3:20
Rerder 2nd 3:20-3:25
Language $25-3:30
Fhysiology A 230-3:45
Spelling C 3:45-3:50
Spelling B 3:50-3:55
Spelling A 3355-3:60

Studsnts went ?3 school when they ocould be spaxed from duties on the

farm, at home, or in whstever the family business may have been. Thexrefore,

early studenta started their course of study and progressed as far as they

could in a school year. Often they would go back to the same level the next

-
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year and then complete a book or reader started the previous year. This .

proceas went on with many studenis until they were 18 to 22 years old. 1

The eerliest schools, such as thoge in. 1863, used whatever books

settlers had brought with them as textbocks, because nothing else was avail-

able. This meant there was "no uniformity" of material for a class to use
to leaxn to read or to use to learn:any of their other sub;jects. Scholars
often nead texts ‘i;ha.t had been used by 'hheir paxrents vhen they were in
school. ;

Curriculum in the early schools was limited. An 1857 law required
schools be taught by a "qualified male or female teacher" and that subjecfs
include reading, writing, sxrithmetic, spelling, grammar, and geography. By
an 13885 law, hygiene and physiology were included., Then in 1903 Kansas
history was added.>

The moet commonly used arithmetioc texts were the Ray and Robinson
books for seversl years. They were practical and sven got into some moxe
difficult problems. The metric system was covered. The following are
sample problems from Robinson's Progressive Prectical Arithmetic:

“Three men hired a pasture for 863, A put in 8 sheep for 7% months, -
B pnt in 12 sheep for 4 1/6 months, and C put in 15 sheep for 6 2/3 months.
How muach did each pay?¥

PIf eny axmy of 1000 men have provisions for 20 days, Bt the rate of
18 oz. a day to each mar, and they b? reinforced by 600 wen. Upon what

allowance per day pmst each man be put, that the same provisions may last

N\

~_

2.F L. Pinet, "Seventy-Five Years of Education in Kansas" (Address
et Kansas State Teachers' Association at Topeka, November L4-5, 1938),
(Mamscript).

2
“Lydia Mayfield, "0ld Eansas School Books,"” Kanhistique (April,
1980), p. 12,
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BRay's arithmetio books vere used from before the Civil War to the end
of the century. Bay's book Primary Arithmetic-was the first one. Ray's
Practical Arithmgtio emphasized banking, surveying, finance, and brokerage

more than Robinson did. The followi:{:g are sample problems from Ray's

Practical Arithmetic: :\‘

o

“A ship in latitude 35 degrees 30' north sails \2‘9“@681‘098' 35! gouth,
then 1l degrees 20' north, then 25 degrees L'30" south, then 6 degrees i9'
20" nor’tl;, what is her la'\hitude now?" |

At 1 3/l% what sum must be insured on $2,358 to cover the premium and
property?"

"The dietance between two towns is 13.24037 Em. How many steps of
28.15 inches must I take to walk the distance?"

. ZA man sold corn for $14.85 and lost 1T%%. For what should he have sold

it to -gain 124%7" x

"My broker sells 50 shares of Chicago ‘and Nor:hhwestern, brokerage %%.
Fe remits me 82,475. At what percent did the stock .=.3ell.2!.?"5

The grammax books of early Kansas sgchools were different. than today.
A much stronger Latin influence was evident. Diagramming was emphasized
more. Hoersghel was the standard grammar text after about 1890,

Spelling was stresaed much mors than today. Often the treat forxr Friday
afternoon wae a spell down. Sometimes an eni re community participated in
a spelling bea. So adulis were aJ.B; velli interested in belng good spellers.

Readers were treasured by their owners. They werc read snd reread,

~

-

——

thid.

sIb:f.d..
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sometimes memorized. Paxrt of the time they were the only books a person or

family would have, So the compilers of these tried to include selections
from some of the best wri‘l_:e{cs; they tried to help broaden the world of the

Kansas pioneer. In adut%oh to classics the old readers included some

simple poems, Apple_tqn's Fifth Reeder included paris by Daniel Webster,‘
Shakespeare, Milton, Dickens, Scott, Byron and Joseph Addison, as well as

Coleridge and Southley. It went o far as to include "Influence of the
Translation of the Bible on Literature,” by William HazJ.itt.G i

Elocution ~- ways to read aloud properly -—— was stressed in the readers.

Fifty-eight pages of the 480 in Osgoods Fifth Reader were devobted to elocu-

tion. This included the study of "ar%koﬂation," #inflection," “circumflex,"
[ ) ;

"acg:enﬁ" and "emphasis," "instructions for reading wverse," "quantity and

quality,” "movement," and "ges’cure."7

¥eGuffey Readers were used by four out of f%ve students in the United
States in the mid nineteenth century. The books vere use;l. g0 widely because
McGuffey vmderstood the pioneer child and because he emphasized moxrality, .
. patriotism, and justice with.his selections. The major compiler of these
was William Holmee McGuffey, who was born in Washington County, Pernnsyl-
vania, in 1800. He lived in a rural area, had many chores and attended a
subscription school. He walked miles to borrow books, that he read by the
firelight. With his excellent memory he remembered much of what he read,.
Ho ettended Greenburg Academy and th’en Washington College. Then he began
teaching and went on to be a college proi:essor and president.

By the 1830's schools were beginning all across the country. Truman

\.~
and Smith publishers looked for a person to write basic books for rural

Ibid.
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schools and decided to ask W, H. MoGuffey. .

‘ HcGufrey a.;d‘his brother Alemxider wrote the primsr and six eclectic:
readera. - They were released from 1836 to 1851 and used widely. McGuffey's
oontraot vith Truman and Smith gra.n'ced hinm a ten percent royalty on each
copy up to 31 000 on total sales. Thns HcGui‘rey gained very little eoonom—-
ically on the ‘booka, bat !l‘mma.n and Smith.gave him the bonus of a ban-el of
emoked hans ‘evexry Chiistmas.® . | "

- Prairie Eange School in.southwest i'(aneaa started in 1888 in a dugout.
The curriculum was typical of the time, Students had whatever books they
had brought from "back home." Thers was no blackboard or -tablet to write
on. i Put easch student had a slate. Most of thépe wexre ;;mt togather at
hors and varied in size and makeup. -

‘The +teacher used her head and substituted simple items for teaching
materZais., She used maps in :books instead of wall maps; children brought

books from home for the library She got a yeaxr of "Youthts Gomnanion"

magazina with many activities in it, and "volnmes of the Chatterbox,

Harpers YM People.and a few books of the right sort,"
Often books were read by the pupils aloud and they "played them out"

or dramatized the stories. The only visitor was the county superintendent,

vho came in his horse and buggy. They did visit a gypsum bed and took
samples back to olass. These were made into “maps,'" "vanes," even a "bust
of George Washington. .

Alsc in that spring they saw a tornac.lo form and look like it was going

13

toward the achool. There was a cellar under the school, but no door yet,
\’

B'WcGuffey'a Readers, the 0ld Classics A:ce Returning to School,”
The American Legion Magazine, (Sep%ember, 1978), pp. 22-3, Li-5.




so the teacher got oﬁt the hatchet and was about to cut a hole in the floor,
— waen one of the students said the torna-io&had turned. The teacher was
teased about chasing the tormado away with a hatchet and they also said
she ehould have good discipline.” _
District 18, Prospect School in Russell County, Ksnsas, in the 1880's
‘ipctioned a3 many othiers did in western.Kensss. The students brought
;;ixa.t;aver books were ‘available to school to study from. Térms averaged
three months, but other districts in-the area staggered their terms so
pupils could a.ttep.d more than one eohooll if they didn't hé.ve’to woék and
had tranqur(:é:tion. Many scholars were responsible for a herd of a.‘nimais.
They would leave ;hh_eir herd near the school and study with the animals, and
8'; inside to recite w}ien it was time for their clase to be called. This
was not whet the law asked, but 1ife on the prairie often necessitated it.l’
Srganization did come to the early schools of Kansas before many
other areas., James H, Noteware of Leavenworth was the first state superin-
téndent of schools., He had & meeting of teachers on June 2, 1858 and they
appointed a committee of fifteen to work on the selection of textbooks for
adoption in Kansas schools. Finally the following were edopted for a time

in the nid 1880's: in grammar -- Welds; in rhetoric and compbsition —

Quackenboss's First lessons in Composition and Course of Composition and
Rhetorio; history -- Wilson's United States; geography -~ Cornell's series;

arithmetic -- Ray's series; physiology -~ Cummings; readers and spellers —-

~

9Ind1a, H, Simmons, "Deserted Dugout Used As Early School for Youth
of the Early Southwest," Dodge City Daily Globe (3929?), p. 8~9.

loMa.rtha Bayne, Reminiscences of Mrs. Martha Bayne, a Teacher in
the Country Schools of Russell, Lincoln, and Ogborne Counties in the 80's,
(n.p.) (Kansas State Historical Society Mamuscript Copy 35686), one page..
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Saunders series; .chemistry -- Porters; dictionaries ~- Webstex® 8; and
physical geography — Fitche's Outlines.'”

Early schools in Barber County inocluded the following subjects in théir
curriculums: "ohg.r‘!; glas_s, reading, language, hygiene, history, cg.vict;, and.~
geography.” Ther\;s was one gchool that noted algpbra and bookkeep:}.ng.,

Texts includeds I‘\'IcGuffey's Readers and 'Bpelle:;‘s,‘Eclectio Geographi.es,
Ray Arithmetic, B:r:own's P}wsiology, Harne Language, Swinton U. S. History,
and Spencerian Writing )

The texts ised in Sheriden County §3 I“the late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century included the Myers and Brooks Axithmetic, that
included algebra and .geometry. Most early students in Sheridan County only
had their textbooks as resources, Warner Johnson cons;Ldered himself privi-
leged becauss his teacher Ruth More McClain had a two~volume encyclopedia

tha‘bz%he B'budents could use for supplementary material. Af‘i:er the first

Ra.rt of t‘{he twentieth century Sheridan County used the New rIodel Arithmetic.
i ,

4

This county used Hoenshell!s Grammar for tem years. VWarner Johnson, who

was the County Superintendent in Sheridan County for a number of years, said
Hoenshell!s was the best grammar text he knows about, Sheridan County even
had the authoxr, Mr. .Héenshell ’ speak»to the Sheridan County commenceme;rb a
number of times.

Quality literature was definitely stressed in the rural schools.
Warren Macy remembered that The Classics waa one of the textbooks used in

Rooka County at Spring Branch School.t>

. ' '\\_ )
llRobert Taft, "A Century of Kansas History," Kansas Teachex (May,
19514)9 De 4o,

lzGrace White, "History of Rural Schools in Barber County, Kansas,

Especially Julian," (Paper for Topics in Southwest Kansas History, University
of Kansas, 1971), p» 3.

3Stxa:l:cament by Warren Macy, personal interview, Jamary 29, 1981.
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Many early pupils memorized selections from well known authors. Martha Bell

~ who attended Star Distriot Mumber 81 in Thomas County,.learned poems.and

remambored studying arithmetio, grama.r, reading, wri‘ting, and in seventh \
and eighth grades agricult'nre and Xansas history and American history. 2k :

Penmanahip was -definitely u‘h:eased. This was of'{:en done in practice . 1
books with all the grades working together Vida. Toburen reported that in
the Thomas Gom:ty schools where_ she tw@t, they did the oval push and pull
exercises. ‘The oval was to get arm movement@nd the push exexrcise was to
got pz:eo:!.e;ton.l5 During different periods different methods were taught.
The Spencerian writing method stressed fine lines and pen point fine exer- )
cises to help one write better. The Hzusen me'-bhod. was used state wide
in th& 1920'3. It was a nméculax: method, with many ovals, ups and downs,
strokes and constent x?cepea‘bing. Often the teacher counted or kept time
with masic. All the grades usually worked together, with the older pupils
using pen and ink and the younger pupils using pencil.

Yocabulary was often emphasized. The Webster's Dictionaries in most
schools were used widely. Geography classes stressed plsces. Most schools
had map cases and maps that mulled down. Often students made relief maps
out of salt and flour. Memorization of countries, states, pap;Ltais, rivers,
lakes and much more Was common. History classes siressed dates. An example
of memorization was that David Jones, a rural student in Thomas County,
learned all the rivers in Kansas, al} the Presidents, the preamble to the
Constitution and many other specific item's.lé

Much of the early vork in arithmetic was done on the slate board.
When wriiten work was done older students often h@& grade pa.pei's of ‘

younger students.

thtatement by Martha Bell, personal interview, November 10, 1980,
15 Statement by Vide Toburen, personal interview, November 29, 1980.
IGStatement by David Jones, personal interview, Jamary 11, 1981.
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Kansas developed a course of study that gave rural teachers guidance
on what to 1nclude in the curriculum and Hefinitely helped standardize
ths ednoation) in Kansas schools, ‘

-

Music was taughit in many rural schools. Often a piano or organ was
added to the olassroom” Some gchools had rusic tea;;xere from neighboring
cities come and teach instrumental ox vooal !nusio. The radio classroom,
by ca.tharine Strouse, provided musio throush the radio to claserooms all
over Kansas, For several years in the 19140'9 and 50's pupils tuned in
to their school radios at a.certain time each da.y to have music cla.ss with
Catherine Strouse, sponsored by -the Kemsaa Sta.te Department of Education.

The Music Book for the Radio Classroom was available to schools and used

widely.. pommon éonga includeds "She'll Be Comin' *Round the }{oux;:l;;in,"
“God Rest Ycu Mexry, Gentlemen," and “Hers We Come A-Wassailing. nl7 Much
of thermusic, 83 other parts of the curriculum, was patriotic, m:;ra.listic,
or had ‘religious overtones. .

The recitation bench was important in the early western Kansas schools.
The experienoe of Denzil Lofgren, a rural Norton County pupil, was typical.
He reported ‘.:hat he was morejinterested in listening to others recite than
invat-uﬁying' Waitren Ma.oy, one of the scholara at Spring Bra.nch School
in Rooks County,. eaid he learned a great deal by listening fo others, as
well as by helping othera.lg The recitation benqh'definitely helped students
gain self confidence and give better presentations before a group. It

£

gave & time when the teacher worked in concentration with one group of

pupilB .

\_

l70atherine E, Strouse, Music Book for the Radio Classrocm (Emporia:
Kansas State Teachers College, 1947), pp. 1-42.

18

Statement by Denzel Lofgren, personal interview, October 2L, 1980.

19 Magy, Loc. cit.
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Homework varied ﬁ:om school to school. Some schools required a great
deal of homework and others -l;rie_d to keep homework to a minimm because the
teachers reoognize;l the responsibilities mos:h pupils had in their rural
families, Many ijamiliag funationed like Warnex Johmsons in Sheridan
County. He was from a big family that had supper, 4id the dishes and
} then set the 'bable for supervised leason time for 'hhe entire family. Even
his father and mother helped the chi.dren vith their lessons.zo
‘ Country schools had many conteste, Once Sawlog School and two othex {

Ford County Schools had a-declamation contest Edna Bell remembered having

«
s

given a reading of the "Sonl of a Violin" tha.t won the contest. She re-

peated the reading many years later when intervieweq. about her school ex-
. periencea.zl Spelling bees, ciphering matohes, and many other types of

academic competitions were held regulsrly in(:ﬁhe rural schiols, Often

awardsﬁ_were given ﬁo the gtudent with most oredit for wimming matches or

for special reoog;ni‘bion of reading or spell ing or the like.

\ Discipline was seldom a problem in rural western Kansas schools. Ma.ry.

"~ Bundy, a xural teacher, disciplined by letting the students know they were
individuals, bumans, and that she expected honesty.” Hamopy Sohool in
Fimmey County, Kansas, in the late 1940's and early 1950's didn't have me.n}
disoipline problems. When they did, common punishments were for the students
to stand with their nose in a circle or{r‘he mubers 1 to 1,000 on the

blackhoard. Barbara Lowenthal, a student, recognized that students had
y § :

reapect for their teachers, so discipline. was usually good. 1% was

20 S~
Statement by VWarner Johnson, psrsonal interview, Jamwary 3, 1981,

2lsiatoment by Edns Bell, personal interview, December L, 1980.

22Sta.tement by Mary Bundy, personal interview, November 29, 1980,
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recognized that if a child was punished at school tpere would probably be
rore punishmant when he got homa.23

" In 1934 vhen Maxtha Bell was teaching school, a hig dust storm came .

up. She tried to get to the neavest neighbors and ended up in the ditch
with the children, A11 the pupils and hor students finally made it to
the nﬂigh‘bor's home. In 1931, a day etarted with a beautifvl spring

moxrning and them the wind changed and they had. a, big storm. Mrs. Bell tried

to got the children to -safety and with the help of M. Louellen, she- aid.
Thoy had a rope ami had each child hold on and walk to lir.. Isonellen's
home. They were there fo:c three days. There were a.'bout six children
axd one teacher who stayed with thé'family during the storm.2

While Alice Cm:meﬁ was attending school in the mid 1940's in Ford

County, Kansas, a oyolone or tornado came within a half file of her school,

Concozd., The pupils and teacher hid in the ditch. From there they watched

the winds dissolve., As they di'd, 1% looked like worms falling from the

25 . :
sky. Then :!.t stormed, b —

In 1931 & blizzard snowed all 'hhe kids and teachers in at Brownville

School, in Thomas County. They had to stay four days at the school. They -

covered the kids with newspapers to keep warm-and had to butcher all the

prinoipalfs chickens for food. They considered butchering his cow, but it -

quit smowing. They had ten feet of, emow and only got home on a horse
drawn lsleigh.26

L 4

In 1946 Barbara Lowenthal was attending Harmony School in Finney
. County, Kansas, One night a snow storm got so se{m- that the pupils had

y
3 .

——

233tatement by Barbara Lowenthal, personal interview, December 25, 1980.

Zhldartha Bell, loc. cit.

258’catemen’c by Alice Carmen, personal interview, November 26, 1980,
26

RE

L

Statement by Albert Hively, personal interview, November 27, 1980.°
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to dpend the night at the school., They shared what was left i‘.c;:m »their\- .

lunches. for supper. The youngest children slept on the pand table ani the

others on the floor. The teacher msde the children feel at home and helped

it not be a frightening experience. The next mo:cning Mr. Friesen came on
a traotor and hauled all the kids home in & stock tank,2!
‘- The country school recess tim; vas spent playing many games, Anii
F <

# .
over the school house was a common one; fox 'n geese and many other games.

that required little or no equipment were most frequent. It was only in

later years'that playground equipngnt was installed. Track meets and sports

competitions gained in momentum over the years.

A8 was mentioned, the earliest ‘Schools ¢ften did not have libraries,
However, in later years encyclopedia sets and a basic collection of books
often were available. In the small schools of the rural areas the libraries
that Dele Wing, Dist;.'iot Sanitarian, saw were usually a collection of books
that belonged to the teacher. In the 1960's Mr, Wing observed books in
these ;ac.hool libraxries Srom the 1800's. Mr, Wing's strong interest in books
led him tc collect some of the books from ‘the school.;a. An example from Mr.
Ving's oolleotion was 8 1935 Introduction to Geology that was given to him

from one of the rural school li‘brar;les.za Nichol School in Thomas County
in the 1920's was a pample of & school lacking resources. According to
Vida Toburen, the only book in addition to textbooks was an unabridged
dictiona.ry.29 Howevexr the schools I'i‘a:ctha Bell was essociated with in the

2T owenthal, loc. oit. ]
28 \-
Statement by Dale Wing, personal intexview, November 13, 1980,

29Totmren, loc. cit.
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same area of Eansas had the Book of Knowledge, an unabridged dictionary,
30

a globe and roll naps as.xesource ma.terial.

mhe education of the rural country schools was evalua.ted by the county
exims tna.t were given to seventh and eighth graders. In the eaxrly years ,
these tests were given in the schools. Later students nsua.ll‘y went to
their county seat for their tests. When Lydia Bighop gave county exams,
the seventh grade 'best\cow;ered physiology, Kansas history and geography.

The eighth gra.de test covered reading, claasics, .’mglish, history, agricul-

ture; and penmfmahip. She called the exam & “g:cuelling ordeal," for which
ghe would review with her students during recess and noon for several weeks
before the tests.Bl ‘ " .

The commencement and ceremony at the successful oomplétion of eighth
grade was a major event in many people's lives, The graduation ceremony ﬁ
usualdy consisted of singing, a speaker, and students receiving their
diplomas from the county auperinteqdent. As Flo Minor said, "When we went
out of eighth grade, we were as well qualified as they are now out‘of high
school, because we didn't have any athletics to deal with."32 Her attitude
reflected a general attitude about completion of eighth grade. Some privi-
leged students did have the opportunity to go on to kigh school.

The overall quality of education in the rural western Kansas school
was high. One of the most redeeming features about rural schools was that

the ohild who completed his lessons could often help others or listen to
4
) iy

3%sartha Bell, loc. —

3lg¢atement by Lydim Bishop, personsl interview, Octover 1l, 1980,

it.

328tatement by Flo Minor, personal interview, December 2, 1980,
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their recita‘b:\ione. The opportunity for leadership was awvailable, Children
develqped strong individualistic, moralistic attitudes 'bowa.;td life and
learning. Upon their solid foundations our present education system is
laid, We look forward to an even brighter future as Kansans strive for

an e%en better quality education for future generations.

i
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COUNTRY SCHOOLS AND THE AMERICANIZATION OF ETHNIC GROUPS

~._Country schools on the western Kansas prairie were one of the major
eléments that helped the children of settlers learn American customs, history
and language; The schoole were a stabilizing influence on people with a
variety of backgrounde, In 1876, 1877 and 1888, gqrmans lef{ Russia because,
the Russisn government was bagirning to renege on prom%ses Catherine the
Great bad made. Their young men were being inducted into the service, 8o
they decided to go to Brazil or the United States, The Russian Germans sent
scouts both pleces, and the reports from the United States came back with
better possibilities. So many Volga Germans migrated to the United States.

Many of these people with Volge-German heritage settled in the Ellis
County area, They were sturdy pioneers who worked hard and felt strongly
about education. Schools were started soon after they arrived. However, ‘
the esarly emph;eis was on work, and scholars did not attend school when there
was dema2nding farm work. Often children had to quit school early in order to
work full time. German and English were taught in most of the schools wntil
World War I when the German was dropped,

Religion played a very important part in the lives of these early
gettlers. Many of the rural and small town schoola in the Ellis County area
were parocnial., fThe fact that most of the teachers were members of the
Siaters of St. Josephs and the Sisters of St. Agnes or priesis wes a stabi~-
lizing influence, There were also public country schools that served arsas
near the parochial schools, Bu} many families, such as the family of Leonaﬂ

Pfeifer, decided to send their ohildren to the parcchial school.

71)
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A typioal 1930 school day at St. Anthony's Parochial School in Schoenchen,
Kansaé, began with mass ir the church; then the pupils would go to the school
building. Two grades were hel& in.:aoh of the four classroome. Often sub-
Jeots were combined for the two grades. Memorization was stressed in ;hese
rural parochial schools, as it was in &ll country schools. The aim was to
give the children a basic educetion, with special emphasis on discipline,
Respect for age was important. {f a child vas reprimanded at school, punish-
wpent was usually twice as severe at home.

Mrs, Pfeifer, who teacheé German at Fort Hays State University, responded
to the question "Did the schools Americanize the students?” with "I'm not sure
they did at all." She said the rural sfude;ts,in the 1930's "were Americans
vith a Ge¥man heritage."” Most of the third generation people now cen't even
speak German, But there is still a great deal of effort going toward preser-
vation of the Germantheritage the early settlers broug:t with them.1

Barbara Knoll, a first generation Amerioas, whose varents were born in
Russia, attended Victoria schools and later taught in rural schools of the area.
She taught two years sounth of Park, Keneas, and four years north of Véégoria
at Lost Canyon School.

Mrs. Xnoll speaks with an accent and definitely carries on a nmumber of
Volga-German traditions in her home. She also helped her students in rural
school to be aware of their heritage.2

Rose Ann Rupp was a Volga German student at Riverside, school district

mmber 30, from 1936 to 1941 or '412. As a preschooler she learned to communi-

lStatement by Leona Pfeifer, personal interview, February 16, 1981.

2Statement by Barbara Enoll, personal interview, December 10, 1980,
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oate in German wi££ only & small understap@ing of a few Englich words., Her
paronts had attended schools in the area and had German textbooks and German |
prayer books. f//

Students at Riverside Schoocl were required to kneel on the stéée if(;ﬁéy
spoke in German in the olassroom. The teachsrs wanted the 36 to hoﬁituéénfa
to learn English and use it as the major languege. There were three énglo
students who 1earnéd some German on the playground, but in the clasgéoom the
students soon learmed to speak only in English.

Rose Ann Rupp's perents considered education very important:/ A ty;;cal
school day for Rose Ann Rupp began with roll call, the pledge of allegiance
and then classes started. About fifteen mimites was spent in each subject.
In her last few years at achool, the teacher even made & hot caaserole for
dinner.

Fost of the seats were double or triple so studenta found it easy to
vieit. Water came from the Rupp family well right across the road, There
wvere two outhouses, a fuel building, the school, a merry—go-roundi gnd

basketball goal on the school grounds, Wnile Rose Ann Rupp was attending

.Bvhool they built a new limestone school. During thie time the students

went to school in & granary.
The curriculum was similar to all schocls. Memorization was stressed.
Rose Ann Rupp oonsidered hsr education "great" with "not as much extra-
ourricular” activities as todayf They definitely concentratec on the baeics.
Thus, Riverside School teachers did start Americanizing thé Volga~
German students who attended thelr school. As Rose Ann Rupp ﬁut it, we

"Jearned to help one another and to work togather."3

3Statement by Rose Ann Rupp, personsl interview, Jamuary 29, 198i.
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The Frederick Dochow II femily originally moved from France to Germany

aﬁd then to%&@ggUnited States, where they finally settle@ in the southeastern
pdrt of Decatur Cownty, Kansas, near many Bohemian families. lThe Dochows
had six childrén who attended several rural Decatur County scheola.h

Schools were important in this area. The Czech settlement in the
Jennings area star?ed schocl right after they started their church. The
first one-room sod school was named "aspar." In the 1880's school was only
held for two months. Miss Letha Pine, a local girl, was hired as one of thé
first teachers for §18 a month.5 _

The tendency of Volga-German people to emphasize work was evident in
Greeley County, as well as in other areas, such as Ellis County. Annalee
Hampton, a rural Greeley County teacher, had students from one family who
- spoke Germen or Russian in the home. The father kept the davghter out of
school so much that she didn't complete the eighth grade.6

Also in western Kansas the children of a German family were entolled in
school with Ruby Jacobs. The parents in this family alsc kept their children
home from school many times to help with the work.7

Students who started attending country schools often didn’t know how to
speak English, but most learned quickly. Martha Bell felt she was baékward
when her teacher, Jessie Pratt, asked her to count on her first day of school

at Star School, distriect 81 in Thomas County, and she counted in German.8

{

thrt Hays State University. Ethnic Heritage Studies, No. 2 Early
Pioneer Families in Decatur County, Kansas, by Lillian Shimnick. (Hays,
Kansas: Fort Hays State University, 1979), p. L6-59. ,

5Ibid. pe 75.
6Statement by Arnalee Hampton, personal interview, December 7, 1980.
7Statement by Ruby Jacobs, personal interview, October 25, 1980.

8Statement by Martha Bell, personal interview, November 10, 1980,
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Many blacks moved to Kansas from the South after the Civil War. Thére

were few opportunities for blacks to ﬁurchase land in the South; therefore
they moved to Kansas where they were told they would be given land. In 1879

the mumber of blacks who nigrated to Kansas made many white reaideﬁfa

-

Lia i
i
>

fearful, and the fiist legislature of Kansas made provisions for separaﬁ%i
racigl schoola, This practice was only followed in gome commumities with
popalations over 15,000, Education of youth was one of the most important
goals of blacks. In the black schools of Topeka in 1880, they insisted on
black teachers., A quote frﬁm an early Kansas black was "I am going to school
ny children, if I have to eat bread and water."9

Another illustratién of the valu; blacks placed on education was the
following quote from a different black man. "I wants my children to be
educated because then I can believe what they tells me. If I go to another
person with a letter in my hand, and he reads it, he can tell me what he
pleases in that letter, and I don't know any better. I must take it all for
granted; but if I have got children who read and write, I will hand them the
letter, and they will tell me the contents of that letter,‘and I will kmow
it's all right, as he says it."lo

Some of the major early black settlements were in the counties of
Hodgeman, Barton, Rice, Merion, Graham and Logan. The Nicodemus community
flourished in the mid 1880's and grew until about 1910, at which point they
didn't get the rain they needed and the economic situation diminished, Even
with the difficult times most Kansas blacks of the early twentieth century

were in a better economic situation than their counterparts in the South.11

9Nell Irvin Painter, Exodusters, Black Migration to Kansas after
Recongtruction (New York: Knopp, 1977), p. LL.
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Rosa L. Gtokes, a black lady who attended Harmony Elementary School
northwest of Bogue, said she "thinks all children should go to country
school..." to "learn how to work." Her rural school experiences were very
similar to other students. She lsarmed to enjoy her olasses and didn't
have much homework. One of the very positiye factors‘was the close working
together of her parents and her teachers. Some of her activities igcluded
regular spelling bees and helping the teacher with maintenmsnce. Mrs. Ola
Wilson, one of the teachers at Harmony, cooked lunch and the stud;nts did
the dishea., Transportation to Harmony was usually by horseback or walking.
When Rosa changed from her country school to the black town gchool in
Nicodemus, she found the city children teased the pountry children and some
problems resulted.l.2

Mrs, Adele Alexander, a black teacher, taught in the Graham County area,
from September, 1935 through April, 1943, She was born and attended school
in the Hoxie, Kansas, area. She entered Kansas State Teachers College at
Emporia as a music major, but had to change her major because of the required
private lessons, She did earn her life certificate in intermediate teaching.

She started teaching at the stone Mount Olive School, about three miles
north of Bogue and eight miles east of Hill City. Her salary was $40.00 per.
month "of which she paid $15.00 to $20.00 per month" for board and room. The
term was eight months. Mount Olive, as many other schools, had a church and
cemetery near it. While Mrs. Alexander taught there, the "black blizzards"
or dirt stcrms were a significant problen}x. On a clear bright day, within
thirty minutes it could get as dark aes night and £ill the school and other
buildings with fine Aust. Whenever someone could get Mrs. Alexander and her

students, she dismissed school,

lzstatement by Rosa L. Stokes, personal interview, December 17, 1980.
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A typical Qay started at 8:15 when Mrs. Alexander arrived at school.
The two large families and only child who made up the school population
arrived at about 8:45. Mrs. Alexander found the Course of Study by the Siate
of Kansa§~very helpful., She had seventh and eighth graders come to school

on Saturdays so they could review for their county examinations. The courses

ahe remembered téaching were as follows:

First grade -- reading, numbers, spelling, penmanship

Second grade -- Reading, mumbers, spelling, permanship

Third grade -- reading, arithmetic, spelling, penmanship

Fourth grade ~- reading, arithmetic, spelling, penmanship, grammar

Fifth grade -- reading, arithmetic, spelling, penmanship, grammar,
geography

Sixth grade -- reading, arithmetic, spelling, penmanship, grammar,
geography, health habits

Seventh grade -- reading, arithmetic, spelling, penmanship, grammar,

. health habits and ocures

Eighth grade -- history, reading, arithmetic, penmanship, classics,

grammar, psychology.

As in ell country schools, older students helped younger ones. They

had a\hoon hour and 30-mimite recess periods in thg morning as well as the
afternoon. Games played includeq ball tag, hop scotch, and hide and seek.
Disocipline often consisted of staying in one's seat when others played. Part
of Friday afternoon was spent cleaning and then often a spelling contest or

something similar,
\
\

Mrs, Alexander subscribed to "The Instructor" and gained many ideas from
it. She made diaplays, agtended State Teachers' Conventions and spent "small
sums of my personal money in'order to meke school more interesting.” Her
students presented Christmas programs. Mrs. Alexander went on to say thai:
"Somq of the responses I received frgm former pupils felt that there\was more
reape;t for teachers and parents. Mothers remained in the home. Wathers were
responsgible for providing for the family in most instances. Thers wes prayer
in the home and in the school. Tyey believed what they learned was rooted

deeply -~ and they did not forget it. They believed teachers were more

A
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dedicated and interested. Education in public\schools is at a crisis. L

Children are very different to discipline and some are lacking in the funda.

mentals. I believe that the children received a good basic'education in
13

\

rural schools."
A letter to Mrs. Alexander from a former student certainly testified to
the fact that her students valued education and were encouraged to learn as
much as possible. They respected the teacher above all elss and studied
hard to earn rewards she offered for scholastic achievement, One of the

Tewards sought the most fervently was being asked to go forty miles and

spend the weekend in the teacher's home. This former student went on to say,

"Rurray for rural schools and teachers." These sentiments ring truq with
most former rurai.students.lh , T

In th? early 1900's most of the lend was homesteaded around the-Nicé-
demus and the Eogue areas; the sec;nd generation of blacks often moved south
and west of the Graham County area to Logan, Wallace, and Gove counties, A
few black families, mo;;ly Howards, settled in Gove County. Another small
group of blacks seftled in Wallace County, just north of the cit} of Wallace,
These were the Jones!, Their despendaﬁté 8111l reside in the area.

Another g?oup of blacks homesteaded land in the rough river area, the
Smoky Hill area of Logan and Wallace counties. ‘This land was not as desir-
able, and the whites in‘the area had not ;laimed the rough areas. Merle
Nevins described the construction of the early chalk rock schools of this
area. Fiag rock that was seasonéd by the weather was used for foundations.
It was usuvally ~ut gixteen by twenty-four inches, then a bit and drill were

used to make holes in the rock in order to put two pieces of iron and a

!

lBBased on correspondence from Mrs, Gilbert Alexander, February 27,
1961, - '

ipa, ’
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wadge be@wéen the rcoks. A mixture of three parts sand to one part native
lime was made to use as cement to fasten the chalk rocks together fdr the
building. The ohalk xocks were usually cut fli.t on one side and angled on

the other .side as follows:

<3

Then the inside walls were plastered‘with native.limé; .The resulting build-
ing was heéted by a pot bellied stove in which they burnéd coal. Accoxrding
to Merle Névins, the school was the only place in the area that wéﬁ heated
with coal. Slate blackboards, uually thirty-six to forty inches wide, the
g4/width of the s;hool, were on the frént walle of area schools; some even had
them on the back. Water being séarce in the area necessitated the uge of
" cisterns, . «\

Dietrict number eight had a cloak room built onto the school. The
students were predomin;ntly black, with about one-fourth being white. Dis- :
trict fifty, mumber one, had all black teachers. District fifty, number two,
had one white teacher, Miss Ada'Curry. éunishments Mr. Nevins remgmbered
included.sﬁaying in at‘reoess and notes to parents. Most of tﬁese black
schools followed the State Course of Study. They stressed the value of an
education, patriotism, and religion. Some of the moxre popular songs they
sang included "The‘Star Spangled Banner," "God Bless Amefica," "The Lord's
Prayer," and many Negro spirituals such as “0ld Black Joe." Most of the
people moved away from this rough area in thevl930'a due to the lack of

water, rattlesnskes, and the poor eeonomy.15
! -

N

o

1$Statement by Merle Nevins, personal interview, February 25, 1981.
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In Norton County, Denzel Lofgren's grandfather spoke Swedish in his
home. However he and pis family were so »roud to&be Americans thaé £hey
encouraged theif children to use English as scon as poseibl;, and they
were Americanized quickly.16 '
In Rooks County, Spring Branch School had one Czechosl&vakian fhhily,
the Yoxalls. They were third generation Americans and kmew tﬁe English
language and were Americanized when they came to school.17
French settled in the Damar area. The schools near there in the early
1900 were often conducted in French. Mrs. Barbara Balthazor tawgnt a
!‘"‘{;West Plainville School, district mumber 76, between Zurich and Flainville.1®
\lﬁrs. Rosella St. Peter was 3 1/2 when she settled in th; Démar area in the
early 1900's. She was married in 1919 and had three childien vho attended
schooi in the ar;a. Her family spoke French in the home and sang French
songs. She sang French songs in school, such as "When I Was Young and In
My Prime" and "Blow Ig the Morning.' Mrs. St. Peter starited school when she
was 5. About half of:the students in the area in the early 1900's were
French. Her school included some  French and some English.19
Mennoni%es settled in several rural\communitiea in Kansas., One of
these wa@xgyentwaive miles northeast of Garden City. They stgfted a.school
named Harmony, that was and still is located on a rural road known asl
Mennonite Road.

Barbara Lowenthal was a Mernnonite child born in this school district.

’

6Statemenf by Denzel Lofgren, personal interview, October 2L, 1980.
Statement by Warren Macy, personal interview, Jamuary 29, 1981.
lBBased on telephone call to Barbara Balthazor, March 21, 1980.

lgBaeed on telephone call to Roeella St. Peter, March 21, 1980,
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In her home ahe was taught German as her first language and then English,
She and some of her peers found lenguage to be a problem because sometimes
during the first ocouple of years of school, they had trouble understanding
| English,
| The school was eell equipped wiéh inside‘toiletc in about 1950. One of
the special items was a sand box about the height of a ping-pong table that
vas about eight inches deep. They also htd a library with several books.
The families of the area helped meintain the building and érounds, and used
~the school for church services. i
Former students from Harmony went(Gn in 1life to be lawyers, Navy officers, ‘ ;
builders, successful homemakers, and many other challenging professions,
Barbara's family moved to rural Meade County, Kageae, for the winters
. after she completed the fifth grade so that her brother could attend a '
private Mennonite high school. Her parents didn't want their children to
(marry outside their church., All the ?ural schools within about a twenty-
mile radius were Mennonite. After at%enaing one of‘them in Meade County,
Barbara was enrolled in the rural Meade Bible Academy.
Her father paid 875 to $100 per stuéent per semester for his children
to atternd this private school, plus extra charges for many activities. There
were many parents who felt this private school was important, as evidencad
by the fact that when Barbara started there were about eighty students, and
later about L5 students when the school closed, Students drove from about a
ten—mile radius around the school. Parents and teachers at this school tried
to keep etdden%év"eeparate from the world." They were not supposed to
¢ socialize with the\etudents from town. This led to rivalries.
! Chapel was reeuired every day. Each semester students had to take
regular courses plus religious courses, The classes were taught in a large

building with about six rooms. There were also other buildings near including
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the Chepel, The aotivities éf the students weretﬁggplated. Girls could
not wear sleeveless dresses or shirts in school. It was considered a sin
if a woman out her hair. There were no dances, no movies, no bowling or
other such activities. There was a basketball team, but they could only
play other Memnonite teams, so they drove loné distances for games. There
was singing and the choir was strong. They also had box supyers and programs.
Therrules made many of the pupils feel restricted, and when many of the

graduates went on to church colleges, they "went crazy doing things."20 ‘

2OStatgment by Barbara Lowenthal, persondl interview, December 25, 1980.
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