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In the ongoing debate over the role of the Big Four western newé agencies

in covering the news about the Third wOr%ZL

"develdpment journalism' have been used t

the words ''development news' or

describe what is missing in West~-

-

\‘ -

v

. ] .
ern.concepts of news value. . : -

s

** Many journaliets and critics in a variety of Third World nations charge goe
- ’ ~ ~

4 ¢

that the."good news" ebouf ghe progress made.toward development is seldom
found in the Western press——ane indeed such news doesn't even:get out of the_
* country to benefit ether neighboging or distaqt deveigping countries. .
Some persons believe it is also important to‘disseminate information ﬁf
' . LY N
about the failures of development. This mey; may be helpful to other coun-

& I3

“tries that may be considering similar approaches. .

-

Narinder Aggarwala, regional information officer for Asia and the Pacific
at the United Nations Development Program, ,claims -.that most Western corres-

pondents interested in spot news about the sensational, strange and exotic,

3

neglect information about "movements on the development front in the,problem-*

“ ©

tidden Third World.'" (1981; p. 8)

»
e Ll

: F2L I .
# Aggarwala would not have this news be equated with government controlled
- R s i ,; a .

; I -
news and information handouts; rather it should be looked upon as a new form

of investigative reporting.
. J oo Do
opment newsbeat is to 'critically examine and evaluate the relevance of a N

(1978, p. 200) The journglist's job on a devel-

‘\

development project to national and 1ocai needs, the differenc? between a

" planned scheme and its actual implementalibn, and the difference between its

1 ‘ ¢ *
¢ A
impact on peodple as claimed by governmenlt officials and as it actually is." \
A . -~ N - »

\ ’
(1979, p. 181) ' g
N L v -
.Other persons writing about the imp@ftance of covering news of develop- -
3

ment1 have been.dismayed‘about the 1ack[

i

of such news in the Western press.and
r {

that' of developing countries where the AP, UPI, Reuters and AFP are the main iR
Y ; o ~ai N
; , .
\ . :3 .
e 4 r ) . .




.

sources of foreign news. .
- \ * .
If the charge that development news is undercovered is accurate--—and

( : - . - '

B ~ t

some research lends support te that conclusion (Lent & Rao; Weaver and * | f
. R , . 3 . P
Wilhoit)--the question, of how the developing world covers such news about
. ) . (' . , LI ) . )
itself is then raised. Is news value.so different in the Third World- that .-

~ -

.

~

L} ’
ridge-building, family planning and vaccination campaigns are front page
. .- /

L4 Y
-

. .
items and political news is subordinate to devélopment projéct news?

In one content analysis of development news in &wo major Indian . news-

- 1

v .

papers, Vilanjilam found that little attention was paid to developmental <
~~

{
categories of "family planning, housing, economic activity, educatign and |

literacy, employmeng and labour welfare, healfh hygieae and medicine, rural

and—urban,deGelopment ;nd social chamge." (1973, p. 40) Political activity .
, . ,

i
s - -

comprised the majority of news in the two papers, while some attention was .

- ‘

paid to agriculture, technology, scientific .and industrial development. °

.

' F -
- Vilanilam's research was limited to a study of the amount of such Hews

-

& .
a censtructed week..

. . » #“ t . .
Purpose ‘of the Study ! o , .
i - .

. . s,
in the twd papers of one country .for

Lo This étudy was”undért;ked/ﬁo find out ﬁhét priority is being placed on

. ‘ . ¢

d development news.in the press of gselected Third World Fountries. 2 Very few . .
A

studieé‘have.Specifically examined the develoﬁ@fnt news coverage. in,the

0 % . - * .
4) ‘world. As a result, both Third World and wgktern‘news medja represen&ativeg

AN

continue to hurl criticisms at one another without :substantiation- . This
L]

- My ? N . ?
study was meant to begin to.provide spme copcreteuaata concerning the nature :

. hd -
: of development news. . . )
. . ‘ L4 .

N - .o - N . ‘ - .
The research purpose was. also cO°discoV§g what kind of treatment was

fad .. > .
it B - i . .Y
; _ actually given to development news--Was the information merely a report .
- - ¢ L .
w . s ' e . [} > . H
: bdsed on a government handout as” claimed’ by many Western correspondents and - .
. . ) Y .‘1\' ‘ . s v L.
' - > . '( - .
_ . - . ' ) 4
.7 ) ’ - i ’ - - .
O . * » \
L {ZRJ!: ) . ‘ t ¢ o » -t
rore oot enc) ° : .

A . . . ]
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‘aimed at creating and/or ?aintaining social structures and 1nstrtutions ) v 8

-3- '/ .
w . . . . .
news ag¥ncy personnel, or was such news treated in an analytic, investigative .
“manner‘as Aggarwala would have it? , Specifically the followin& questions -

[4 . . >
were addressed: ’
1. What importance is.given to development news in the newspanErs'
of .se¢lected countries? ty

2. What development topics receive the greatest attention7 e ‘ .
.. { : '
3. What is the nature of the sources utilized *in the réporting of - s X
development news? - ! .
. .

4, How critical are the development news items and what is the nature
of that criticism?

\ , ’ ! 3 ..
5. Are there any differences in development news reporting in . )
different systems: . -/ ' .
a. the privately—owned newspapers in countries with "'// ™\ :
relatively little government controle over the 2 '

. . . |
media (hereafter referred to as privately owned);

b. the non-socialist newspapers in countries with

- ‘relatively high government .control over the media .

<{hereafter referred°to as non-socialist), ‘and . <

»

\ c. the newspapers in socialist countries in which - ot -
nedia are highly controlled- (hereafter referred ' .
to as socialist) \

A - -y

JDefinition.of terms- . 1 \ .

In arriving at an operational definition for "development" and "devélop-

- B . . . - . 4
ment news,' the researchers, along with an entire graduate class in communi- . -/
¢

catien and ﬁa‘tional;developmebnt,3 examined a number of other definitions

LS

4

- .

f
and d1scussed the concepts in an ideal sense ‘as wall as in the1r use” in

- . » . n

other research 4 . . : . >

Development was defined as-'a participatory proces; within a soc1ety

which allow society S present “and future needs ,tQ be met. The‘proceSs

4

is shaped by members of the total soeiety in thencontext of their history, .
N ' t ’ . -

their culture and the environmernt they are seeking to control.": . -

Development was not considered a terminal process; differept countries,

. N v
- ’
v ] - . » . ‘
\ .
)

N . “5 - . - \ s, Y ,

; , . ot
I . a2 . ot . N
, . . -
- - - - N
. -
t . S «




f : ’ ) '. e -
including those presently, considered developed on certain scal?F, would
. N 3 v

-~

Y
be dncluded in the definition. ’

/ ’ c ] F . 3 ‘- ’ 1] ’
4 Development news, ‘or news about this process, was operationglized as - . *

¢ v
>

any news report, feature story, photograph,.biece of art work, editorial, e
. v . . k :
. ) |
syndicated column‘or'lettef\ﬁq the editor that related to development.

.

Efcluded were announcements, politics, crime, comics and other unrelated” e

- “ * * ) o . 4 v
. .( items.. A thal of 24 tategories into which development news could .be

broken was identified.”

«

. . ’ . . & ~

- . . .
« Foreign newspapers in theé university library were selected for exam-
. - ¢ .

ination baSed on their availability and the language skills of khe coders. .

\ .
LY . - s !

Newspapers, from 11 countries were chosen. ' ’ )

-~
- @ .
~ A ] . [ - .

.

. Originally the newspapers were to be analyged for the, same time period:

0 -

. However, due to problems of availabjility for a comparable period, each . ‘

. ( *
paper was content anafyzed Qor dhe_month between March,gnd August 1981, o

- e N v \
»

i About' 70% of the newspapers analyzed were issues from the months of March

i 4 ~

and lne981. Although ideally use of the same month for all newspapers .
- ‘ . 5 ’ * . . )

would have-been better methodaﬁogiqally,\it can pe argued that no matter

. S : Y

"what the time frdme, a newspaper dedicated to the philosophy of covering

. 4 r
development news would include such news at all times of the year. The °*

e [y

Ce : C »
amount and nature 'of that news should not Vary substantially from month .
- L1 *

. .~ .
PO

to month. - : ’ »

.

o . * . ’ -
v, . » The newspapers included in the st ere as fqQllows: Granma, Havana;

‘

Cuba; Botswana Daily News, Gabarone, Botgvana; The People's Dai;yg Beijiﬁg,

- China; The Herala, Salisbury, Zimbabwe; Al-Madinah, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; |,

. The Jerusalem-Post, Jerusalem, Israel; Neuer Weg, Bucharest, Romania; The.

' . N

_ Daily Nation, Néifobi, Kenya; The Rand Daily Mail, Johannesburg, South
Africa; The Globe & Mail, Tdérontd, Canada; and The-New Nigerian, Lagos,

° A ¥

4

.

' Nigeria. = - . o T

. . -, A . . - -
— ¢ (

| ERIC - . S
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‘;éwwﬁér e henspaPer content was analyh‘d accgrdlng to the relatlonshgg oﬁythe

u JR U

o ;! press with the government® of the epuntrv -Countrles-whlch exercised.little.p

. control ‘over press content, and where the newspaper is prlvately owned 1Ec{gde
‘ ) .
6 . * .' —( -

Canada, Israel and South Afrlca

- Countries where the government, exerts a relatively large influence on

-

the press-where the press is either government-owned or privately owned and - *

. subject to great control include: Botswana, “imbabwe, Saudi Arabia,:Kenya
) =

¢ *

. . L4

,.and N1ger1a. ‘ - .
! RPN ' — ) - -

Government control in a different fdrm,, in the planned economy, exists ,

in Romania, Cuba and China. ' ) ' - . .

- )

. i e
( The selected .newspapers of the several countries were grouped accordingly

for a part of the anglysis.* ' .

+ e ‘

*  Although the definitien for devglopment in®luded poor agrarian countries
. — N . . ‘. . R
as well as large industrial natibns, there was a need to decide which
. - . . e

countries of the.world would be called "developed" and which‘ones’"developing."

For'purposes of this research, the World Bank classification was modified

* -

y such that all 1ﬁdustr1allzed countries and the centrally planned economies

. w1th relatively h1gh GVP/pc were termed "developed " while all low and mlddle

\ ) income countries, the capital-surplus oil exporters and the low GNP/pc cen-

i 0 \ L 3

trally planned economies were called "developing."’ The researchers were

-
v

somewhat diszatisfied with this.classification system, given the notion that

’ ‘ * o . e
all countrfes continue the development process'but on one or two'variables an
. » . « - o

arbitrary decision on this issue was required.
EY - ‘ A \
Two relLablllty checks on'a sample of content across several EngTish

»

’ ’ language newspapers in the study were conductéd; one about the middle of the-

. R . .

study, and one towards the end. Results of a pair-wise reliability check?

) 14

- on several of the Pesearch variables revealed a 'wide rangé of reliahflity,
. .'. s . . ’ -

from a:negative value of Scott's Pi to a 1.00 value. Part of the problem 4in

. . - .

- > /
obtaining consistently high levels arose from the nature\of the eross-cultural
. coding. ) PN ) 7 . o
\‘l . ; - “ . .

ERIC ' - * . a0 o
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\
Most of the

-~

oLntriés.

It wds felt that the codigg of familiar material'in'the,native language of the

Eight different nationalitfes were represented 'in the class.

- * ’

coders chose newspapers from their own, countries--or neighboring c
’ ‘ . ‘

coder prodeced more reliable results than the artificial reliability checks on

the cross eample.of material. The subject of-reliability using non-English

material and foreign coders needs to bé addressed more thoroughly in the future.
0 N B

’

! .

49 Results
Amount and Source of Story /

’

’
.

A total'of 3,031 development news items were found *in the one-month
i ~~ =
examination of 11 -newspapers, or about 9-10 itan§'per is'sue.8 Development

-

3

.

-

news was about evenly distributed over the ‘days of the week.’
. N . _
About 75% of the‘items consisted of a story only, while 21% included ~

@

1 ‘

. - AY
a photo or illustration to accompany the story.

Py

- .
. b

The "prominence given to the development news was somewhat difficult to

standardize across the'newspapers as some papers were in broadsheet form with 20
.2 R <

or more pages per issue and others were elght—page tabloids. Therefore a

P4

v kS

measure of the proportion of the page and a determinatiyp of whether the

. .

“
1tem recelved high, m1dd1e or low priority was made 7 Only 177 of the~1tems
a

: Al

coded covered one- fourth of the page or more, 28z spanned 148 - 1/4 page;
|

.

and 587 were less than 1/8 page.

Prlorlty estlmatlon followed a 51mllar pattefn.
'\a

High priority was given

-

to on}y 28.5% of the items; middlk—level priority was assigned to 49% .and’

~

=

Pe
The need for receiving news about development from other countries
- ‘ Lt -

may be presenf,.but tHe predominant practice’ is to répo;t on the native

low priority to 22.5% of the items.’

-

x

More than 867 of all developmenE news originated within the

_ country.
- L]

a

LesS than

% of the development news originated in neighboring

/0

cauntry.

-
-

counties and another 5% came from another developing country outside the °
. . 9 C
" Some persons would attribute this local orientation trend to the

region.




= A R N
et e st o «
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- \

s Lo ¢ . L
’ . inability to g;\her news, outside the native country. §upport1qg bureaus of
* = .
the national newé agency or foreign correspondents is ‘an expensive business
. .’ ’ r -
and if the world news agencies don't supply that 1nformat10n, it may be-

- ~

1mposs;b1é to.get ;

| - .
| L~
N ! N ' .
T Clearly, the news about development is primarily gathered by the news-
* / I \ o #
paper staff or the national news agency in\the ﬁguntry Less than 5% of
. : / ) .
' all development, items weére attributed to any of the major worid agencies @
. . [N 4 .
(th;L includes. Tass). . . ..
< v [
Recentdy much has been mritfen abBut the rise of cooperative news pools
' .. e, : [
v which are meant to genergte more development news to be used by other. in-
. > .
. terested nations. Tanjig's Non-aligned News Pool, begun in 1976, has been
L 18! _ .
L4 . - *

N « . t . ) 0
the most publicized of these cooperatives, bat Inker Press Service, based -

- : in Rome, and a number of regional news cooperatives in Africa, Asia and

. < RO ( c - .

' .the Middle East have recently been established to fill dn the gaps left in
development news coverage by the major wire services. . N

The amount of news available to tHe newspapers in this study from

. the existent cooperative agencies is unknown, but only 14 items originated
. le

5 v . ¢ . -

jrom any’ regional or international news cooperative.
x ~

. LI )
. 2 ‘ .
The newspapers in the study.seem to keep in relatively good touch with
o » ’ ) ]
their leaders regarding~devéldpment issues as about 5% of the items were
< . - ] * '

attributed to readers. ’ " .

- = ., ’

’ . The bulk_of the development news was fitr}buted to the national news

agensy of the cohntry (23.4%f or a reporter workingsfor the newspaper ‘it-
sekf Y56;32). (See Table 1)

Dewelopment News Topics ) )

A total of 24 separate topics Qérealisted,iﬁ coding th€ news iteqsf' .
Nearly 507 ofJEhe‘stories concerned only five topics, hqyever: agriculture,

" econdmics, education,’ industry and national integration. About 75% of the
€ : g s X
L ]
e . T # ‘ - : ;

-~
3
he N ¢




~ .

‘," - stories mentioned onkty 10 topic$. In addition to the five listed,the topics

r “a ~ «”
of cuitdre, labor, health, trade and transport made up th;eé—féurt@s of the.

- topics mentioned. . ’ ’Q// ' ) .

N

Treatment of Development News- . . . ' . -

“
~

Some of the criticisms of development news as it presently appears were
hY : '

-sqbs;antiated in this study. And then again, the analysislpf the treatment -~
. g '
of development news also turned up some surprises: '

Although one ‘might pbink that development news would generally appeaz-

- .

in fgfture format--and some of the cooperative agencies which are promoting

development news are called feature agencies--this study found the' majority

of the news to be spot pews (58.97) #ather than feature (42.4%)}0 .

f

The sources consul ed‘fof the development news are . hought by Western '*
: - ' O

A

“critics to Eezprimarily government sources and the information distributed

_to reporters appearing in the form of official public relations andouts.
/' ' .. g ~ . A
‘ The results of this c®ntent analysis lent some support to.that idea—-but

\ A . P -

. T
other,non—governmegﬁ sources were.¥lso hgnsulted i
- < p
i ¥ .
More human sources thap“documents were “Used (51.47% vs. 23.7%)." Some

he observed storiesd -

.

~ .

< stories used both human"and document sources (7.5%) and the rest of the items

.
-

were picture;,.gréphics or other unidentified\§gurces. )

'
v

. >, .

As to how-‘these sourtes were used in the stories, alone or with other
»

\ sources, both critics and supporters of the use of development news can

s -

[N A . ’ 4
take some pleasure. Government sources only wereoused in 35.9% .of the stories,
! ’ v . - , '
. \ but no government sources were consulted in "an additional 25.8% of the news
. - L]

4 items.. Another 14.2% used government sources along with other sources and

\

N

-

< 23.9% did not .provide attribution for the s®urces consulted. ’
‘ f . ‘ . .
; When these sources were described in more detail (official goverhment,

-

, official opposition, government expert, non-government opposition, non- .

government expert or person affected by the news story) the overwhelming
. ‘ . . ' !
‘ P . . KR

Q7 . - ) 10 .
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) : - ¢ - )
o . ' -9-
- / e .
L] * ‘\l '
‘ Y - - . . . : . -
) - single source of news was the government officia{\(26%b. It is likely
. 4 . )
. . = ] [y
cﬁgzjanalysis of most developed countries' news coverage '‘on many topics

Qf the non-

would demonstrate a reliance on government sources, however. h

N . . .
govérnment soutces consulted, .6% of the stories used non-government opposit-

. . :
., .

tion; 18.3% used non-government experts,’ 15.0% used other npn-goﬁernmept

persons; and.8.9% Used the person affected By the issue. The total number
) . L ' L ‘ , 11
of stories in which non-government sources were. used was 1,293, or 30.8%.

. -

-Fore{gn sourtes were infrequently used in® the steries of the study. A

L 4
: . . . . .
Lo ) total of 353 .items, or 11.7% of the items used foreign sources onlyj another
* * - ' ! - ' » N »
j 4.4% used both foreign and.native sources. As expected, the large perpeﬁtage

N .
~ ’ . - N .

of stoties origipated within the country, .67.2% relying on only native

sources. ueveloplng countries are therefore relying more\on their own
-

. -
- -

' expertise on 1ssu€s of development than on foreign gxperts for such infora

~
‘

matiof. ThlS was seen as a healthy trend. . o

4 cross tabulatioi\of sourceé.(fo;eign and/nafTVETJQithlthe topics oF

the development news showed that for

~ v

. quently on issues of econo

ners tend to be consulted more fre-

§, family planning, mass medla,‘urbanization
-/

- .
and migratlon’,sc%ence, trade and race relatlons than on other tOpics
. ' - 4 ¢ ' ”
. . g
- : .’- M -7 )

3 , ’\\Several varlables in the stuay were set up to test the actual treatment

/'of development neWS agalnst the 1deals set yp by Aggarwala Essentially

A
ar
‘ )

the question is: Are'heWSpgpers allowed to criticize government officials

~

and other government and non%government\agencies, initiators of development

: projects, etc. .in the reporting of development news? *Or in fact, is '"'good

’
[ .

) " news'" all the public'gets on these issues?

) The results of this study provide mixed answers to that question.. Some

. .
ot IS

‘ .y N
stories are critical;, many are not. Soffie present a balanced coverage of

© ! .
.

//{:RJj:

.
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- % . v .
. " .

- issues; some do not. Some serve a true investigative purpose and others _ ¢
: PRI . - . .. -

.

: do not. - ° « - L e T T "
, . : . ) . .- \ . o .

Coders were asked to asséss the overall tone of the stories they reads = . - - ﬁ
‘ . e N ‘. v (3 . . ; .

While it wasn't difficult for‘the coders to distinguish between stories
t . gu

p . ] . . . S
. Lo . co b . ‘- ’ y :
with a positive or negative’ tone, those stories which were balanced or. .
—i L ___ ‘ .. , 7" e . }’A e e he
neutyal presented some problem. ‘ ) ) °T -
Y4 e . - ‘. K - ! .
. _— ‘ ot . @ -
Initially; a "balanced" story was defined as one which contained ’//._5
» ' * * < ) ! :
t both positive and negafive elements, but the overfll_cévefage was perceived .
"/ to present a fair assessment of both kinds.of elements, The-neutral ‘story, - = T

~ «
. ! .

on the other hand, was one which was written in such a way that it cigntained * .

>

- ' : . ' . . v .
neither support for nor.criticism of apy element of the story. -Betaus@ of
S . — : t Y

-

coder difficulty in definition, "neutral" and "balanced" stories were ctm-
. S ‘., s . ‘ ". !
bined. , : . s - S S

About half (53%) of the stories were positive, while only 10% were &
- . ‘ .

negative. The balanced or neutral gtdries comprised the remainder (37%).

.About one—fourth (23 2/? of the stories contained statements from

A

sources critical of the deveiopment wh11e about half- (51 @/) contalned no

N\ -
5 . \

critical sources. The other “ore-fourth (25.7%) could not be coded on this

N

t L

variable.12 : - Lo .

. . , . : ' . . s . o
In general, little evaluation of the development issue was contdined in- ‘-
¥ . o . rd

e

o

" : y , . . ¢ . .
the stories. Four variables dealt with evaluation, as follows: -a comparison .,
] - N

B ’ . .

\ of the outcomg of a development-related event with the original plan; a .
. - » - ~ X . " \ ‘ -
comparison of the claim for success of the event with its actual success;

' .
r © " ~ \ & . -

speculation on the future of the developmeﬂts and a comparison of the develop~

)
.

mept in the’native country w1th a similar eveat in another country(mes)

/\l— 1 ~ L R
Slnce many of the stories tould ot be. examined in this way (qbdut onerthird

didp't,deal with an actual project or tangible deyeioment'plans) those L ’

.

L. ~
hod

— N * . v
) . . f . | v -
© # i ° . <Y
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stories could not be coded on these variables. Of the stories .to which.

+ these variables were pertinent,’ . the following results were obtained: :

-
>

Lo " 1. About one-third (31.3%) of the stories compared the outcome of .
o N . . R
& the develqpment with the original goal. .
2. About one-third (34:4%) of the stories éompared the success of
/ . ' b
the development with the claim for success.
3. About 2/3 of the.storiés (65.5% speculated on the future of the CT
development. ' . P ‘ .
. i L '
4. Only 21.37% made any comparion with a simi{ar develppment event in
' -
v ¢« another country.
* - « -
" Breakdown by Type of System ]
) ! v

{A look at’the countries represented in the study might lead one to ex-
- ' ) .

pec§ real differences in the way in which development news would be covenéd
¢

R . ' . ’

in pone area of the world -or another. Therefore, a descriptive analysis

baked on the philosophy of the role-of “the press in the society and the ' . -

A .
°

ature of the relationship between the press and the government was undertaken. -
' : N ¢ ’ - .

: Countries where the press is privately qwnad and relatively few

’

» '!. :Q . -
. ‘ / restrictions on the newsgathering and ;reporting process are placed include

—TN ‘ .
Canada, Israel ahd South Africa. In these countries more critical reporting,

.

. . i
4 ,/ the use Jf a greater nupber of critical sources and-non-government sources,
il ; N - *

~ N

'4/ ‘and more balanced reporting of issues was expected. ~

T \\ In the socialist countr{és of the study--Cuba, Romania and, the People's . .
BN, s .\ '
i \xgepublic of China--greater use of government sources, criticism of the ways

'k\ -

iﬁ*whﬁﬂﬁz&plan was carried out (in line with Party philosophy}and an overall \

~
positdve tone was expected. ' ) AR
-J

- ~,

g ‘ Under a more authoritarian system, following Siebertdet al.'évdefinitiodz

where the\gress is either government owned or privately owned and closely

&

)
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. » ' ¢ ) o " ’ '
controlled by the government through press laws or-other forms of censor- - -

' » @

ran
the countries of Zimbabwe, Saudi, Arabia,

_ship, Rotswana, Kenya, and Nigeria

. - . . J

13 . " oxpe T

fall. Here more '"good news' woiuld be expected, if the4yestern critics

are right. Reporting of development activity would likely tontain less

. . 1 7 o )
frequent wuse of critical soutces and fewer cr1t1cal statements about gov- -

~ oA ’

'ernment—inltlated plans or prOJects. 3fi3»’

e : N " . T

° . : . !

’ . ,
. R . -
M E]

A breakdown of the newspapers into these general categorles revealed

[}
. - * *

f:yer d1fferences than might be expected. o

=5
Regardlng,the nature of sources consulted for the«coded stories,

’ ;”\\'¢ T
in the more con-

somewhat more stories felied‘bn "government sources only"

trolled countries' press. In the non—socialist'ﬁewspapers 41.97% of the .. »

/ f »
stories used only gove@nment sources, while 'in the pr1vafeiy owned newspapers

B

The socialist news- C L

28.8% of «the stories relied only on' govérnment sources.

Qo .
papers contained development news stories in which 27. 3% of the items relied .

AN
on governdent sources only. dgwever the coders of the soc1a11st newspapers pointed

out that a large number of stories were not attributed to any squrce (25%)-
. : _ Sl

and these stories jwere likely based on govermment sources. Cn -
= - om . ¢
Wheun the categories of '"some' govermment sources and "only" govern-

~

e

ment sources werc combined there were fewer differences between the pxi
[

uately owned and the non-socialist papers. (See ?aﬁle 2) oL '
. - v ¢

The main source used in the writing pf the stories was ag official .

government source. This held true for. all thrée types of presses.\ Between 42%
. . ™ . . .
and 437% of all stories coded used a government source as’the primary source.

Non-government experts were the second most frequently consulted source in

(See Table 3) .

Foreign sources were uncommon in all three categories of newspapers. )
. 0 .

' 3 . . L= A
Less¥than 16% of the stories consulted foreign sources in each categorys (vary- .

stories from all newspapers.

ing from 9.6% in socialist newspapers to 15.5% in the privately owned news-

g -

: ' 134 /’ : _
. 4t C .
N \

/] ‘ . N




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

o

‘did so in 57.8% of;the items, and the socialist papers speculated in 75.8%

papers.” .o

A The expected positive tong of the development news stories was 7

found in both soa}alist (75.2% of items) and non-socialist newspapers
N ‘ 1.
1 N -

(44.5% of items) .while the privately-owned newspapers contained fewer posi-

’ -

tive“ttems (28.2%). A balanced or neutmal tone was fourd in 47.5% of }he .

¢

» - . -
privately-owned stories, 46.5% of the non-socialist stories and 14.47

of \the socialist items. ’

Sources critical of development issues were also consulted mare

v - . -

frequently in the ptiyétely—owned stories (54.1% of.Yhe stories where this

*

determination was applicable) than in the other newspapers--27.7% of non- -

e . .
gsocialist items anﬂ 28.5% of the setialist. ‘

The variables in thph the Hevelopment issue was evaluated did not -

\
. .

follow any pattern which could be predictéd from the, degree of press auton—

- ¢ P

omy in the various cbuntriesz . >

Speculation on the future of the development event was the most .

" frequent kind of”evéluat{on——and probably the most easily made. One of the . . ®

A - .
i ;
coders, a natlve Vlgerlan, said that the ngerlan newspapers were constantly 'é

<~ ‘o
\, 4

speculatify on the po?itxve future outcome for some partlcular prOJect but

k]

‘that frequentlx, little progress toward %he goal would be seen at the tar-

geted daté.. In items where such speculation was possible, the privatel#- .
‘ a -~ “

owned ﬁewspapers'speculated in 66.9% of the items; the non-socialist papers

- o,

g »
L]

-
b .

of the- items. N ~
Comparison of the outcome of ‘the development ‘event with the original’

plan was made lesk frequently. In stories where this variable was applicabple,

407 of the storiés from the privately—owned newspaper, 337 of the non-socialist

. ‘o

newspaper stories, and 78.7% of the socialist newspaper stories made compa—'

risons, Slnce a constant, evaluation\of outcome vs. plan is part of the

i
C

N A '
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o ~l4- . : )

<

. socialist system philosophy, "the relaéiveiy high perceﬁtage of items which
were actually‘qyaluated in this w;vaag expectqd.
! - . .
The outcome of the dgvelopment\éveqp ﬁas compared with the claims
. . ’ ¥
for itsp;uccess more often in the stories of the non-socialist (44:4%) and

.

socialist (42.5%).than in those-of the pr&vately—owned (19.5%). Given the

/
.~

*relatitely high percentage of stories which were positive in tone,-it is ..

* <

likely that such evaluation was not critital. ~ - ,

1 4 .
. ) ‘ , ! v -

) The least frequently used form of evaluation was the comparison of
the development event with%similar event in another country. This was ¢
expected, given the relatively infrequent' use of fdreign sdG;Eé%fnd foreign

. . Speia . ko ) .
wire serviee or cooperative news agency.datelines. ., Only 15% of the stories
(where this variable was applicable) made any’ comparison with other coun-

o N . .

- . 1] \ ! * . [:) ) .
. tries in the privately~ewmed neus ; ; e—storfesfade ——

" the comparison-*in Epe non-socialist papers; and 20.9% of,the stories in the
w i . -

‘socialist.papers compared dgvelopment, events cross-nationally. S$ince such ’
. . . LN

~ At

) TN T I . . . .
seemingly little access to foreign information was available for use, the
. TN .o .

- -

frequency of- comparative statements is greater than might be expected.

N -

e - N N

’ < ’ N /‘\‘&‘k;‘i P
Conclusions A .o > -
' K} )

4
There are no final answers to the charges made by either 'side in the
discussion of coverage of development news. In an interview withgAggarwala
v e . N * ~
~ . \A . . ‘ . . . -
on this subject, he said that the news-‘values of journalists ih many de-
. SN . ‘ 1

veloping countries are not that mpth diffe;ent’from those existing in the

R -

: ' o o . o
United States, and that deve\ipment news is just not a high priority item

at the moment. (Feb. 13, 1982) Regional cooperative news agencies are just

L . -
. . ) . .
- ‘ 4
. . -

O . L .
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now getting off the ground and one must look to the future for concrete

evidence of the-worth of these agengies in supplying development news.
e . . :
: ' i » . » ‘
* The statement about low priority speaks to the amount and placement .
v . LN . .

of development news, but not to ﬁhe~treatment'of the’newé. The results

.

- -

of this §tudy lend support to‘both sides of the issue. While it is true ]

S

- [
that the developing countries in this study tend to rely more on government

sources for information and do npot contain many critical sources from either

government opposition or non-government sources, to some extent the same:

.

can be said for the cpuntries in the privately owned group. Rerhaps the .

¢

state of the art in development news has not advgnded‘much past the govern-

4
ment agency-public relations mode.

3

-

.

1] : .' [ 1] 1] L] L] a
It is also true that many of the stv¥ies did contain critical sources
K 0 ‘ ¢ )

and did make an attempt at evaluating the development

-~

project, plan or

policy. Certainl& this study must be considered part of.an on-going evalua-
- ’ ' ‘ . . .
se of quelling ‘the strident voices
. ¢ . .

in the argument--but rather for discovering how development news might Best

tipn of deve'lopment news--not for the purpo

- ’

be used to promote the development goals of countries across the world.

A final note regarding the cross-national use of content analysis is in .

b

order here. As the push for & New, International Infofmation Order is not

likely to disappear in the coming years, cross-nmational news flow and related

studies will continue. It is important to conduct comparaﬁive research to N
(I -

determine news values and news reporting practices on an international .level.,:
? v -

4

Content’analys}s, as a research method, is not witﬂs?t its problems when
"conducted in a single cultural setting. This study brought the compounded prob-
. @ 4 ’ i . ’

lems of cross~cultural analysis sharply into focus. Often when such research
. is conducted, 1nter-coder reliability is not even Teasured. The rangé of relia-
bility in this study was extreme and would likely-pose a similar proBlem wher-.

ever several languages and cultures weré being used for codimg. The failure to

report reliability does not solve ‘the problem. But measuring reliability on a

]

17
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sample of the material in English is glso not an ideal solution. Coders may
be considerably more accurate in their native languages tham they are in Eng-

ETBh. They may also fail to understand the .subtleties of the coding process
B 2

which are provided in English.

-

Wherever translation of material is necessary,

a problem exists. This problem needs to be directly addressed in future use

.

of cross-national content analysis. \

- -~

Although it is almost.a cliche that researthers end papers of this nature
a .

. with a call for more research and a note on the preliminary and tentative

nature of the conclusions, this is the third piece of research conducted in

2 -

.this area by one of the authors. Future research will expand and improve on

.

this ,analysis.as well as.examine the develqgﬁggt news agencies' role and prog-
. ‘ | .
ress toward their espoused goals. .

<
Al .




»

17

Notes

1Richard Criqegfield, author of Villages and many.other articles based
on his observations of &eGelobment at the grass roots level throughout the .
world, commented on the superficiality of development reporting and the
lack of focus on the people who are affectgd by development policies in a
recent seminar at Ingiana quversigy.

9 l / .

“The Teronto, Canada daily; The Globe & Mail, was also chosen for in-
clusion in the study. Although Canada would not be considered a Third World
countrl, by any economic standard, the® country does suffer the effects of
being the U.S.'s northern neighbqr and is concerned about the cultural and
economic domination from the United States. The Globe & Mail also served
as a kind of base line for the privately-owned, independent-of-government-
influence newspapers in the study and ddes publish news about development
on a regular. basis. *

i . .
%The rlass was composed-of Amerjican and foreign graduate students who
did the coding in their native languages--English,Spanish, qgabic and
Chinese. C(Class members rejected traditional definitions of "development
which take a Western, linear and uni-directional view of the process in fa--
vor of one which, allows tife .people of each culture to decide on development

goals for themselves. .

..

¢

V4 v by
ASee Christine L. Ogan, "Development Journalism/Communication: $tatus
of the Concept," Paper presented to the AEJ International Diyision at the .
1980 convention in Boston, Mass. \

- -

5The categories, each of\ggiéh was operatidnalized in some detail, are
as'follows; agriculture, cons "r{sm, culture, economics, education, family/
family planning, ' food, labor,health, housing, industry, mass media, popula-
‘tion, national integration, religion, science, telecommunications, tourism,
trade, transport, urBanizatipn/migration, race relations, government and
other. * - . , .
Since’ the time of the study, further controls over press content by.
the governmgnts of both South Africa and™Israel have been proposed. It was
felt that at the time of the study, however, the newspapers in the three
.countries could best be described as privately-owned, little-controlled.

2 J . i '
,7The following‘ggpnt:iés were classified as developed: - Ireland, Italy,
New Zealand, Uﬁite&akinédom, Finland, Austyia, Japan, Australia, France,, .-
Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, Nor&ay, The Federal Republic of Germany, the
German Democratic Republid, The United States of'America, Denmark, Sweden,
Switzerland, Poland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,Czechoslovakia,
Hungary. All others were classified as developing. .

-

¢ . M . .

8nge_days of the week were miésihg,for each ﬂewspaper; the issues not
having been received by the library. .But the missing dates were not the
»same for each paper nor the same days of. the week over the month's time
period. ' : T :

.
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@ /

¢

9This general classification was used because of the differing layputs
of newspapers in different countries. Both Chinese and Arab newspapers
are reéad from back to' front ang "high priority" placement varied from news-—
paper to neyspaper, depending on the cultural tradition. :

s
v g
Ny s .

| . . . . .

Spot news was defined as an item primarily about a specific event while

feature was defined as an item about a process or a series of related events.
In about 1,7 percent of the stories, the coders could not make a determina-—

tion on this variabld. \\

1lMultiple coding fox up to three sources was permitted.

-
A

2 . , s 4
A "not applicable" category was reserved.for stories which ‘did not .con-
tain information which would allow for critical sources--announcements of

" plans for development projects or advance notices of meetings about a de-

velopment issue are exdmples of this kind of story.

3 ’ X

The authors do not claim that the government—preés relationship in these
countries is 1dent1ca1——on1y that there is some similarity and some tendency
toward an(futhorltarlan approach to press control.

[l
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International S e :,k\» .
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@
or Other Natq.Onal , 709 ' 23.4
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" Table 2 '
Breakdown of Newspapers

by Type and Use of Government
Soutces for Devélopment News

-

- - ‘ %

Privately Owned Non-Socialist - Socialist
(Least Controglled) (Highly Controlled) (Highly Controhled)
(n = 373) {n,=°1618) ~ {(n = 1038)

. \
No Government . . '
Sources .Consulted 36.2% T 22.5% . 27.3%°

Only Government . . . -
Sources Consulted 28.7 / 61.9 29.

Some Government )

, Sources Consuylted * 22.8 9.4
NdlAttributio:\\\\__///ﬁ l ‘ ‘

Given 12. 4N
- - —_— —-——-—/——

. o ’
100.1% * . 100.0%
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) Table 3 _
Y N ‘ . //
: v Breakdown of News@‘;:. o -
. . by Type and. Classification.
- of Sources Consulted for Stories )
9 - -
’ } A
® = ’ \ ‘
.__»‘—a"-“““"““w e T . ‘
) o T Privately Owned Non-Socialist Socialist
° R (Least Controlled)- (Highly Controlled) (Highly Controlled)
- . ’ _(n = 370) (n = 1608) . {n = 1032)
Offi_cial Government - i
* Source - 43,27 43.0% 41.9%
- g
. Official Goverhment ) . 5 N
Opposition . ) 1.9 . .5 -1
g .
Government Expert 3.0 7.4 - 3.7
- .n M [ »
' Non-government . ' T
Opposition ‘ .3 .6 . .1
th;na—;government : N .
. ' Expert * 23.5 ) 12.3 - i 9.6
~o i
" *Other ‘ I ) ' ~
Non-government . 10.3 . 7.0 12.1
Person‘Affected 4.3 K;Q.O 3.9
" No. Source Att¥ibuted 13.5~ ., 25.2 . C 28,7
L]
‘s " Total . 100.0% - +  100.0% 100.1%*
’ . o &
. . 4
A .
| ' : o
v
. ** Exceeds 100% due to rounding.
L] ? ; y
- » ) : - o
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