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I. INTRODUCTION

In every major country one newspaper, and often two or three, stands’

out as a journal of elite opinion, catering to the intelligentsia

and the opinion leaders, however variously defined. 3

Elite newspapers are taken seriously. They are the kind "which libraries
and universities in all countries feel must be made available to their
students.'l2 Because of their importance, they are indexed, microfilmed,

content analyzed.and otherwise dissected by researchers in various disciplines.

The Elite Press and The World's Great.peilies outline certain hallmarks of
3

elite and mass newspapers. ihe nass press offers scattershot items father
than a synthesized look at the world--short, disorganized snippets of this
and that, At its most extreme, it is trivial, entertaining, splashy, super~
ficial, alarmist, voyeuristic, sensationalistic and gossipy. It emphasizes
personalities over ideas, atypical incicents of conflict over long-range
trends. It tends to create envy, suspicion and n&t}onlliétic feeling rather
than emphasizing similarities between nations. -

The elite press, on the othe; hand, is reliable, responsible, serious,
carefully edited, influential, well printed and dignified in makeup., It
goes beyond reporting facts to include background, point out trends and
indicate future implicgtiong. While anilytical, it is never ;cadenic,gr
boring.’ It evidences concern for humanity and social progress. Its strong,
lively editorials are rooted in a continuing policy. Its outlook is inter-
natioral. .

We may defipe the elites who read these newspapers as people who affect

policies and public opinion in political, economic or.cultural matters.
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_ popular) press.
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These influentials--"public officials, scholars, journalists, theplogians,
lawyers and judges and business leaders"q-are "better educated and have a
greater interest in public affairs than the average readers of the mass (or

w

Idertifying the world's top-flight elite newspaper§=~the Nevt York Times,

The Times of London, Pravda, Le Monde and a handful of others--has presented

few problems. " The Yecurrence of certain names in the lists and surveys"6 of

elite journalism shows clear agreement as to which papers belong, which do

not. The constraint of government controlidoes not automatically eliminate

a newspaper; however, most of Merrill’s "50 best” dailies are free. For

this &nd other reasons, newspapers in Third World countries are largely : :
7 ' . :

excluded.

But exclusion from the charmed circle does not deem Third World news=-
papers ugworthy of study. They may still “have many features of the A
elite.” The pregs exhibiting those features will hereafter be called

“elite-appeal journalism."

1f'the West's elite*ﬁreas merits extensive study, theﬁ the Taird World's | ?
elite-appeal press deserves at lcast some &ttention. Even more so than in 1
the developed world, "most develofing countries are ruled directly or indirectly - S
by small and powerful elites.” 7 This group has a disproportionately large
share of land, capital, education and~incomee_ Since income in most Third
World nations is nuch less equally dist;ibutea than in developed nations,
the "rich individual can dictate the overall pattexn of production, since his
demand preferences carry more welght in the consumer goods market than those
ribution in
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Thus Third World elites and their sources of information "matter.” 12
And within the Third World, the Arab World clearly ;.8 of interest. As
columni:st Meg Greenfield writes of the Islamic nations in general, "No
-.part of the world is more important to Sur own well-heing at the moment ,"

and "no part of the world is more hopelessly and systematically and

-

' stubbornly misunderstood by us.® B

Our lack of understanding extends to the Arab world’s mass media. William

Rugh's book The Arab Pressl’

t;he first in English to systematically treat
mass media in the 18 nations of the Arab world, was published in 1979; The
only previous book by a Westerner came out in 1952, treating the media in
Just’ five states (Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt).l’
'fie may define any elite-a;ppeal newapapers in terms of their content.
They should, according to Merrill, emphasize four types of news:
1) politice/ internationa® relations
2) business/ economics
| 3) education/ science/ culture
4) the humanities, especially the fine arts, literature, philosophy and
religion. 16 Moreover, when etudying Arab World elite-appeal newspapers,
we need to also consider the specia.l role of language. The coexistence of
'fore’ign and native languages, & 1egacy of colonialien, romains especia.lly ,
. etrong in th? Ara.b World,
There, elites’ fluency in two or nore languages wntrastu nzh high
illiteracy anong the masses; it was 73 percent among. adultl (aged 15 and
over in the Aray World in 1975, 17 fatli notes that: the::political; elites
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personality (izdiwaj). The elites’ Western orientatioﬁ“;reates a vast
gulf between them and the Arab nasses.18

In addition to Arabic, the elites of the eastern Arab world speak English
(or voth French and English),.while those in Morocco, Algeria ani Tunisia
(the Maghreb) speak French. The press.of nine Arab nations reflects this
linguiatié diversity. In Egypt and Lebanon, Arapic newspapers account for
the lion’s ghare Of circulation, (See.Table I.)

Tgalhin all threeﬁﬁgghreb-hatISBE, French-language circulation tops

that of Arabic. (fhis does not mein, of course, that more people speak

TABLE I ABOUT HERE

French than Arabic; Arabic newspapers are passed around more and are often

read aloud in villages, coffae houses or factories.) 19 Thus the
Maghreb would seem to present a ready-made laboratory to test the differences

between an elite (French) and mass (Arabic) press.

s




. ertie- of the news.

II. HYPOTHESES

If Patal is right, the elite newspapers--those read by the bilingual,
well-educated, internationally minded intelligentsia of the Maghreb--will be
those in French; - the mass newspapers, those in Arabic. If Merrill is -
right, this elite press will pay more attention to certain types of
serious coverage, exhibiting a diet of news Quite different fron that of -
the Arablc press.
Furthermore, Merrill implies that distinguisidng traits of elite and
mass newspapers hold across national borders, especially in similar cultures
(i.e., the National Enquirer.of the U.S. has a diet similar to that of the -

British tabloid the Iaily Mirror, while the Times of London resembles neither

of these as nmuch as it resembies the New York Times). By analogy, the

foreign-language newspapers, if elite, should exhibit more similarities
to each other than to the indigenous, mass-appeal Arabic press.
We can restate the above ideas in terms of the following hypotheses:
1-Topics. The foreign-language press should give relatively greater
emphasis to politics, economics and culture/science, whilé the Arabic press

should emphasize sports/bntertainment. ﬁolice/crime and human interest content.
Z-Themes The foreign-language press should give relatively gréater

emphasis to news relating to. aid/developnent. energy/bcology and the super~
powers, while the Arabic papers should emphasize na@ional pride, atrocities,
corruption and ideologies. ) T o
3-Correlations. The match of topic and theme rankings should be
higher across langusges than within countries. -
4-Themes vs. gogic-. The strongest correlations showing croso- e
rather than in-country agreement ohould appear 1n thene- rathcr than topics; ,A

thenes represent interpretations of tho nanu. wheroas topicl axe given prop-




III. METHOD

This study compares a Tunisian Frénch-language daily (La Presse--
circulation 30,000) and an Arabic daily (Al 'Amal--"Action"==27,000) with

an Algerian French-language daily (El Moudjahid--"The Warrior"~-150,000)
and an Arabic daily (Al Sha'ab--"The People"--40,000).

0f those nations in the Arab world with a foreign-language daily press,
Tunisia and Algeria lend themselves well to comparison., They share a
similar culture, geography, ethnic composition, religion and colonial experi-
ence with France. While it controlled the Maghreb, France allowed European-

ov¥ned newspapers, but suppreséed indigenous ones because of their nationalist

sentiments. .
Today both Algeria . and Tunisia have a small (Algeri—a:‘é four newspapers;
Tunisia: five newspapers), controlled national press systen. In a study of

117 press systems, Algeria ranked 6 and Tunisia 5 on a 9-point scale, where 1

20 Controlled newspapers may still rank among the

equalled "most free,"

elite, according to Merrill. He calls those in open societies "quality"

newspapers and those in closed sociétiea "prestige"” newspapers, Paphrg in %

free societies promote dia.logue; those in closed societies give guidance.zl 4
The data used come from that part of the UNESCO National Images project ’ ’ ’

which was carried out by the School of Journalism at the Univars;.ty of North B

carolina—-Chapel Hill. After the 1976 UNESCO Genersl Assexbly mesting in -

Nairobi, Kenya, UNESCO asked the International Association ’cr Mass Communica-

tion aeaemh (IAH(:R) to study the quantity and quality of mtemtional news
in various countriea nedit. UNG, uling & content a.nalylie lcheno developed '
by IAMCR Members, surveyed media of 13 countries and’the Lhited Bta.tes.

- : 2B peiteie s pa et




This paper draws on only two types of a plethora of information which

was coded for each article: topics and themes (concepts). 'A total of ;

... 2,295 stories was coded for the Algerian and Tunisian newspapers which concern

us here. The study covered one continuous week (April 23-29) and one: com-
posite week (April 2, April 17, May 2, May 17, June 16): in 1979,

Four t}pes of sdories were considered: 1) those dealing with the h;me
country's activities ;broad; 2) events in the home country involving foreign
actors or situations; 3) news abroad not involving the home country; and -')
other international news. No purely domestic stories were coded.

Each article could be coded for the presence of up to four topics, four
types of actors and four themes. The 47 possible topics were collapsed after '
coding down into 12 categories; the 34 types of actors, into nine; and the 33

themes, into ten. Stories were converted to a standard width to make lengths
comparable. A

Two rankings were drawn up for each newspaper, listing the percent of
stories which included particular themes and topics. Spearman rank-ordsr
correlations were computed to assess the strength of 9eso;iation‘for the
four topic and four theme rankings--in each case, for within=country and

aleo for within-language (cross-national) comparisons,
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1-Topics. The left-hand column of Table II lists topics accurding to
their prominence in the largest-circulation paper in the eamplé, 20
Moud jahid of Algeria, along Qith rankings of them in the other three papers.
This French newspaper doe; match the expected pattern for an elite paper,
with "serious" topics bveing more often mentioned than "lighter!" topics.

However, these findings do not support Hypothesis 1. The French-language
paper from Algeria most closely matches the Arabic~language paper from Tunisia,
not the French one from Tunisia. Indeed, ne paper in the sample.shous a
nass~appeal pattern; the highest any mass-&bpeal topic ranked was slot 5,
the position held by sports/entertainment in the Arabic Al Sha'b and the
French La Presse. If anything stands out, it is the similarity of diet
which all four serve up to their readers, langdge notwithstanding.

TABLE “1I 'ABOUT ‘HERE

2-Themes. Table ITIlists rankings of themes for each newspaper, “The

IAMCR group which designed the coding schems included this category to pick
up "new angles" and "conceptu%l frameworks" which *may not emerge i;rém the

classification of topics and other coding." It is a subjective category. - ' ;;ﬂ
Cleatlly, the French-language coder saw more themes than did the Arabic- T *E

1 e coder. " . : ; LZ@

anguag T . ’3‘?-"53?3"5

The findings do not support Hypothesis2. Indeed, the superpowers theme, .

which should rank high for the French papers, shows up in-last place in the -
- - P .- N N )

French-langaage El Moudjahid. Similarly, ideologies should r&nk high for ééy'i

ma
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tﬁ;.Arabic dailies; however, it stands high only for both Algeriéﬂ éqpers, -

while coming in at rank 8 for-*hoth Tunisian papers.
Again, the most striking characteristic to emerge is a similarity across

all four papers~-in this case, the high salience of pride among all four.

TABLE III ABOUT HERE

| |
t 4

~

3-Correlations. TablelV lists Spearman rank-order correlations for

the mentions of topics. and themes as presented in.Tables II-and III.!

Spearmsn's rho (r) assesses the strength of assoclatlon between two 1
apparently :

variables; it can tell us, as in this study, whether two/similar rankings

of ceses are in fad similar, and how similar they are.

TABLEIV ABOUT HERE

a.Topics- The data partially support the idea that agendas associéted
with the French language are more-strongly related than internal na§iona1
‘agendas, since the correlation of topics in Frencﬁdégpefﬁ across borders
is higher than that of the Algerian papers. Support also exists for the
jdea that the Arabic language influences content; the ébrrelati;n of topics
in Arabic-languige papers across borders is strong--.93.
] .92 figure suggesting strong internal ties within Tunisian newspapers

1s difficult to explain in 1ight of the above correuuons, but 1t makes

sense when set agalast the correlations below. .
h Themes~ These findings exactly reverse what was discovered . L
. ™\ ) . X .
for topics. ‘: . Here, within-pount:y factors affect newspaper content

much more strongly than the power of language to operé@e across pational ”i;é;




Borders.

languages, only .56 and A45).

4-Themes _vs. Topics.

-

\

The split is unambiguous (within countries, .89 and .83; across

_ The findings in b) above probably have

more meaning for the topic at hand than those in a).«since the themes
tell us more about gatekeepers biases or Worldviews than do the topics.

Beyond the initial decision to accept or reJect a news itenm, gatekeepers

"do not have as much control over its intrinsic properties, i.e: who was

involved and vhat type of event it has, as over what, the event meant The
news of President Boumedlenne of Algeria's death in 19?9 contained a given
actor and topic, but a theme like national prlde could be included or not
at a gatekeepr's discretion, especially in a controlled newWspaper With a
government line to dispense, e { : )
Thus We can look most closely for insights at the'thenes findings, which
do’not support the idea of language affecting content. Ratner. they tell us
that factors within a countyy influence content more. . .
| In sum, the findings in Table N using Bpearman's rno can be seen as agreeing
with those in Tables II-XII1IE none of them supports the original hypotheses.
However, We are left with Some 1ntriguing results apart from our :
interest in French newspapers as an eiite press. While we cannot call &
Arabic a language of mass-appé2l jowrnalism on the basig of this study,
we can say that gatekeepers working for Arabic~languagepapers seem to be
choosing a highly correlated diet (at.the. .93} level..) of news items,

at least in terms of news topics. . It is a diet rich in international

prd

gnd domesticlpoIitics,‘military and defense news and news of national

political leaders and the populace.

-




V. SUMMARY ANL CONCLUSIONS.

Most Westerners ubuld probably expect French-language newspapers
published in the Arab world to have more elite characteristics than those
in ATabic. The results of this study suggest otherwise: readers within a
country receive & diet of similarly colored news, language notwithstanding.
Furthermore, none of the newspapers studied exhibited a distinctly nass=
appeal diet--one dominated by human interest, disaster, sports/entertainment
and police/crime news. If we had to affix labels; We nng§4gggard all
four Algerian and Tunisian caiiies as elite-appeal newspapers, considering
their uniform- emphasis on internaticnal politics, domestic politics and
economics.,

Since this study suffers from problems of internal and external validity,
we preseut these findings as tentative. But it does underscore the need
to tackle more carefully the questions posed in the introduction to this
paper. Only minimal research on mass media of the Third World in general
and Arab world in particular has appeared in Engliah.22 é&en our recently
aggrandized interest in the Arabs has not yet brought & surge of studies
about their xned:!.a..'{'3

The debate over the new world information order--which prompted the
National Images project that generated the data analyzed here=-~has already
brought Western researchers in contact with Third World journalists and Redis
plannéra. The revised dociifu%idﬁ'o; the mass media, passed uninimously
at the 20th UNESCO General Conference in Paris in Novesber 1978, provides
for Western assistance in training Third World journaliitq.' The Third Horld~

.

13

- . . v ke v e vt et L X et A A A it w0 p AN o g 3w T 8 P

L™
4
e




delegates agreed to wording in the declaration endorsing freedom of ‘the press

rather than government control partly because of these offers of help.
Westerners should not assume that media systems and practices which

vwork in the West will survive a transfer to the less developed countries

(LICs). Furthermore, by learning from social scientists who have preceded

@ them, media experts can avoid the trial-and-error method of finding out

what works the way it "should"” in the LICs and what does not.

- Educaticnal systems modelled after those in the West, for example, seem
actually to retard development, partly because their curricula dv not deal
with development problems and paxtly because they divert funds from rural
anti-poverty projects to subsidies for well-to-do students in universities.
Likewise, the Keynesian solution to unemployment<—=governasat-created jobss-
has actually increased both inflation and urban unemployment in LICs as
people flock into cities from their farms.zu

As Gunnar Myrdal stated in Asian Irama, "When theories and concepts
designed to fit the special conditions of the Western world . . . are
used in the study of underdeveloped countries, where they do not fit, the
consequences are serious."25
What concepts about elite-appeal Journalism might not transfer well
from the First to Third World? What may distinguish elite-appeal journalism
in LICs? What special role does elite journalism play in LICs? The present

study suggests a reassessment of current ideas about elite journalism along

the following lines:

1. Because illiteracy is as high as 95 percent in some LDCs, the "shape”.
of journalica may be an inverted pyraaid (2 preponderance of elite-appeal
newspapers, few mass-appeal papers), rather-than- the upright pyramid that

Meirill posits.

- - - L4 SR, K . EEE
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2. A large percentage of newshole devoted to international affairs
may characterize all newspapers, not just the elite, because LICs' sub-
stantial "dependence on foreign economic, social and political forces. . .

26

touches almost every facet of life,

3. LIC newspapers may appeal to elites, yet still be nmationalistic
(contrary to what Merrill says), because of the developmental goals shared
by masses and elites alike. (Note the high position of the "pride" theme

for &1l newspapers on Table III.)

4, All journalists, not just those on elite newspapers, may have an inter~
national outlook because of the " ‘outward-looking’ orientation of many
LIC professionals"??~~even to the extent of finding problems of‘underdevel=~

opaent and rural poverty not intellectually compelling.

5. The elite audience in LICs, while clearly distinct from the rural,
poor majority, may be more fragmented than in developed countries ané thus
not rally around one newspaper as Merrill suggests. The elite consists of

a wealthy group, an over-educated Wt unemployed group and a reformist student

.

group.
6. An LIC newspapor may be elite while not looking elite; due to a small :,g

private sector (except in Latin America) and lack of ads, budgets may not

ih hemde

permit the equipment and newsprint that make for a dignified appearance,

whether the paper is privately owned or 30vernmen£ sponsored.

7. The role of female elite readers will vary more fron country to counxry:
in LLCs than in the West, and so affect elite content almed at thea.

8. Newspapers in a foreign language are not necessarily épre elite than‘
those in a country's native language, &s this study seani to show. Indeed,
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the concentration on foreign languages, beginning in primary schools in
LICs, has been roundly criticized.28 This writer discovered while living
in Tunisia that very few people could not ?peak French fluently, no matter

what thelr age, education or status.

~ While research may disprove some of the above statements, our best

-guesses suggest that more of Western idear ou elite Journalism do not

hold true for thg“Third World than do.

™
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" NOTES

John c. Merrill, The Elite Press: Greai News rs of the World (New -
York: Pitman, 1968), p. 1 The same quote appears in John C, Merrill and

Harold A. Fisher, e ﬂorld's Great Dailies: Profiles of Fifty Newspapers
(New York: Hastings House, 1980), p. 10.

2John C. Merrill, Carter R. Bryan and Marvin Alisky, The Forelan Press:
AS of the World's Journalism (Baton Rouge: LOuiszana State University

Press, 1970), p. 1%,

3'I‘he material appears in Merrill, op. cit., chapters 1-3; and Merrill and

Fisher, op. cit., pp. 3=43. Merrill and Fisher call their 1980 work "“a new

book and not simply a revision® (p. xi). They have revised and updated the

newspaper profiles (these profiles form the bulk of both the 1968 and 1980

books) and made some changes in the General Introduction. ﬁle, ‘the

word "elite” has been removed from all chapter titles, and chapter with

its Elite Press Wra.mid dividing newspapers into four ranked groups, has been

omitted altogether,*

However, the thrust of and ideas in the introduction -3re .. basically ¢

unchanged in the 1980 version. " Both the concept of elitism and the word , %
“glite™ remain, - Indeed, the preface to the 1980 book refers to “the rather ~ T
small number of daily '"elite® newspapers of the world" (p. xiii). A line=by-

line comparison showed some paragre»hs omitted, but otherwise an introduction which

reads virtually the same as in 1968, (Footnotes 1, 4, 5, ? and 21 of this paper

refer to quotes gxgg;ﬂy_ the same in both books.)

uuerrill, op. cit., p. 12; Merrill and Fisher, op. cit., p. 10.

5Merzill, op. cit., p. 113 Merrill and Fiaheu:, op. oit., p. 9.

6um111 op. cit., p. 43.. This book (pp. 27-31) cites four surveys:
¥ilbur Schremn’s of 1959, the ﬂ% au s of 1961, & plnol of U.3. pro=
fessors in 1964 and an in editors in 1965:

Merrill and Fisher, op. cit. (pp. 20-23), repeats the: utexhl from '
the..1968 book practically word for word, except that it elilinltes the, aqn
1959 study. Indeed, although the new book only discusses. 1% ‘studies, -
includes ihe words “the four studies which follow" (p.- 20) ‘the- mlior

bOOk. ,’} )

No post=-1965 surveys have boon added 4in. the 1980 'book e, balance the:
Vestern we of the evaluators with ‘l‘hird World views, - : phruo hu T
been a.ddedz resent a uthorﬁhggo with dozens’ of: bﬁtho
editors sinoo 1 e -aud ound tha.t theu

evaluative criteris are still. quits valid" (p. 23 .
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. 70n1y five Third World countries (a total of eight newspapers) appear on
the "50 best" list: Brazil, Egypt, India, mainland China and Singapore.
8Merrill. op. cit., p. 43. ‘
- po—
9Michae1 P, Todaro, rconomic Development in the Third World (New York: {
Longﬂavn. 19?7). P- 2[4'0 ~ :i
i ’ .
lolbid., pp. ‘9?-98. .
Nrvid., p. 109.
12. : \
A study of elites’ total media habits=-including their reliance on foreign
media--focuses on read rs rather than content and differs from this paper's thrust. ;
13Meg Greenfield, "Islam and Us,” Newsweek (March 26, 1979), p. 116.
My1211aa A Rugh, The Arab Press (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, {
1979). The 18 states are Algeria, Bahrain f'x:gt. Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, a, 5
Tunisia, the Unit€d Arab Emirates, the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's :
Democratic Republic.of Yemen. ) ,
15 ' : |
Tom. J. McFadden, Daily Journalism in the Arab States (Columbus
State University-Press,-1953). o ( + Ohto ;
16Harr111, opy cit.l, pp. 2h4=25, i ' s

17Toda.ro. op. cit., p. 239.

leﬁaphael Patai, The Arab Mind (Ne;t York: Soribnex's, 19?3); chapter 12,

% g R e g st

: lgnerrill. Bryan, Alisky, op. cit., p. 302. This custom is also mentioned
in Wilbur Schramm, One Day in the World’'s Press (Stanford,: @alif.; Stanford
University Press, 1959), p. Bl. : ‘ o

2 . .
ORa.ynond B. Nixon, "Freedom in the World’'s Press: A Fresh Approach with
New Iata,” Journdlisa Quarterly 42:1 (winter 1963), pp. 11-12, -

21H'errill, op. cit., p. 114 Merrill and Fisher, op. cit., Pe:9e

22According to the . cumulative indexes for Journalisa: exly, which « - .
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TABLE I.

French
£ _papers circ.
2 13,000
2 35,000
4 135,000
2 190,000 !
3 77,000

Arabic
Country #_papers cire,

Eaypt 4 1,285,000
(1976) .

Lebanon -9 83,900
(2979) ;

Morocco 6 107,000
(1979)

Algeria 2 75,000
(1976)

Tunisia 2 62,000
(1976)

Iraq L 82,000
(1976)

Jordan 39,000

(1976) ~

Saudi Arabia 7 95,000
(1976)

Kuwait 5 107,000
(2979) i
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ARABIC, FRENCH AND ENGLISH DAILIES IN THE ARAB WORLD

English
# papers

1

2

N
c.{rc.

35,000 :
9,500 ;
-
§
3,500 :
1,000 4
e ¥
11,200 3
17,000 3
=




Topic

International
politics

Domestic
politics

Econcnics

Military/
defense

Culture/
science/
religion

Police/
crime

Sporty/
ggﬁgrtaln-

Soclal
services

International
aid

+ Human

interest

Disaster

Other

AL G
El Moudjahid
Rapk &
1 58,1
2 31.6.
3 23.3
4 23.1
5 17.6
9.3
7 €.8
8 6.0
9 5.6
10 4.8
11 3.3
11.0
N ® 484
% refe

TABLE i1. TOPICS

R I

) Al Sha'b (Arabic)

| Rank %
1 37.4
2 28.0
6 9.5
4 19.4
3 244
8 5.1

| 5 11.2
9» 3.3

10 2,0
7 6.8
11 1.9

0

N" Sk

f

§
i

ot

t o

i
J

La Presse (Frenckh)

Rank,
1

~

O

N ® 593

T U NI S I A

%
42,7

23.6
19.9
16.5
17.2
9.3
16.7
2.2
3.0
10.5
3.9

5.2

r8 to the percent of articles which mention each topic

|
|
i

Al 'Amal (Arabic)
%

fank
1

10

N = 57k

42,9
35.9
18.6
18.1
17.8
6.1
1.1
2.3
2.8
5.9
23

0.2




_ TABLE III. THEMES -

AL G ERTIA T U NI S IA

f
El Moudjahid (Fr.) | Al Sha'b (Arabic)! '  La Presse (French) Al ‘Anmal (Arabic)

Theme Rank % " Rank .3 Rank % Rank Z
Pride 1 23.9 2 . 43 1 157 1 8.7
Ideologies 2 19.0 i 3 3.6 8 4.9 8 0.5
Rights 3 ns | 1 by . 2 8.6 | 3 6.3

o : :
| ; !

race/ 4 . 11.6 [ 3.4 b3 . i .8

ethnicity N 3 ! 73 L2 ’
Asd/ 5 11.0 -6 2,0 . 6 5.7 2 7.3

development j : GETe :

" . ) = l fe

Atrocities 6 7.9 © 8 1.9 b4 2.8 1 s 3.8

ecology .
Social 8 3.1 10 0.5 10 1.2 9 0.3

divisions
Corruption 9 2.5 7 1.7 9 1.9 7 1.7
Super- 10 2,1 9 1.4 . 5 - B 4 4.5

powers - '

N = 48k NTe N = 593 . N =57

¢ !

e
M

% reférs to the percent of articles which mention each topic




. TABLE IV. SPEARMAN RANK-ORDER CORRELATIONS

b e i

TOPICS THEMES ;
§
3 sig. r siz. ?
Within Algeria |
French .73 .003 .89 .001
Arabic .
Within Tunisia .
French o2 001 83* a2
. . J. . o
Arabic
N -
French: cross=national
Tunisia él 001 6 ;
Algeria : * ) 5 .045
Arabic: cross-national !
TuniSia.‘ .93 . 001 .45 . 096 .?

Algeria -.°
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