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Lo . Abstract

As the International Year of Disabled Persons (IYDP) was

drawing to a close, the preliminary resu¥ts of a survey of - o

pres1dents of Tocal chapters of the Ca]1forn1a Assoc1at1oﬁ

for Neurologically Hand1capped Children--ACLD revea]ed

1mprovements in several indicators of att!tudes toward 1earn-

ing disability in their communities, particularly in awareness

of learning disability as a fact of life. Littﬂe.improvement _ v

was noted in eﬁgloyment. Improvemeqfs were also ﬁoted in

al indicators of attitudes held by persons with Tearning

disabilities, particularly in awareness of their dwn abilities

and willin to keep trying and competihg. No 1hprovement
. Vil
, . was,pdgg;’?:ajisY-con?idence. Community activities in carry-

‘ing out the IYDP theme were judged to have contributed some=

Al

what to permanent, positive improvements in attitddes. .

i?Recommekded actions for building on these positive. effects

3

Jnc]uded ta}ks and demonstrations at meet1§§§ of commun1ty : ¢
. > |~ “groups; one person ta1k1ng with one other person at, a time;
. ¢ .
. . ” formation of Young Adult Learning Disability groupsY work <.

;” . with local schools; newspaper-radio-TV coverage; and more . ’

- emphasis on~traihed teachers, tutors, and courses for, adults
. » - L e * i -
" "' with léarning disabilities.

L
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Improvements in Attitudes Toz/yds Learn1ng D1sab1]1t1es

-

Dur1ngﬁthe Internat1ona1 Year of Disab Persons
\;ﬁ‘ : ’ Lo . ','
. . . ‘ .

Ouring 1981, the idea of disability received a lot of
attention. Ip/his proclamation onithe International Year of
Disabled Persoqs, President Reagan said "Today there are 35

mi]Tion,qisab]ed Americans who reﬁresent one of our most

underutilized nationdl resources.” The Parents Campa1§%‘f0r

Hand1capped Children and Youth ca]]ed for us "to face honestly .

the "deep-rooted attitudes in each of us that qontinue\to
assign disab‘:d ﬁeop]e\a Tower level of expectation in our

o. . . . :
socfety." Rithard Ferrjs, president_oﬁ United Air Lines, B ‘

* commented "You could join the disabled minority~”‘ Debra

Corne]1us of the Regional Rehab1]1tat1on Research Lnst1tute .
on Attitudinal, Lega] and Leisure 8arr1ers stated "negat1ve

att1tudes are the S1ngle most important barrier to full L

'1ntegrat1on of disabled peop]e 1n soc1ety." " As cha1rpe£§$n

of the Tommittee of D1sab1ed Emp]oyees of the Caiﬂforn1a LA
State Department of ggucat1on, I encoufaged buswness 1eade:s\\

to cons1der start1ng the1r own* adv1sory ébmm1ttees of the1r

own d1sab1ed emp]oyeés. ' SR , - . . L

'
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Learning disability is a fact of 1ife for millions of v
\ Americans. Learning disability, in the words of the )
President's Committee on Emp1oyment oflthe Handicapped, "Is t
. | Not Just a Problem Children Outgrow." Positivé; realistic
attitudes are essential to overcoming the effects of learning i
disability on persons %i£h learning disabilities and on their
families. Public knowledge and positiwe attitudes toward ) f ir
Tearning disébi]ity have been developing in the past twenty

’ [N

years, due in large part to the unremitting work of parents,

Pyl

profes®%ionals, and now young adults, in organizations such

< as ACLD. o : : s
. The .International Year of the Disabled Persons (IYDP),
now drawing to a c]ose; provided a bnique 6pportunity to
studx}bttitudé changes toward learning disability in '
Califdrnia. As recogﬁized by the United Na%ions, the T
P:esident of the United States of Amer;ca, State and local .
Teaders, and'nationa] organizations such as ACLD, an ‘
international aséocjation for children and adults with learn-
ing disabilities, the theme Pf éhp IYDP is “Téwgrd Full s

Participation in the Life of the Ggommunity and the Nation® & .

L N
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+ A1l over the country, community partnerships were to have
been strengtﬂ%ned or created ‘to plan and carry out community

aet1v1t1es which would have an enduring effect; one which

would ]ast beyond the year: Little is known about the ‘effects

“of such actlv1t1es on attitudes toward 1earn1ng d1sab1]1t

The purpose of%$h1s exp]oratory study was to'examine

'

three Questioos: 1. 'Have improvements in attitude'occurred

'during the 1YDP? .2. Have community activities to carry out

the theme of the IYDP contributed to positive changes'in

att1tudes toward 1earn1ng disabilities? 3 - What actions

€

shouLd be taken to bu1]d on the pdsitive effects of these

community. act1v1t1es? ‘ . ’

H .

v Hethod ) . :

.

[

Data.were co]]ected in February 1982 by’ surveyrng a pane]

of'3udges The Judges were b@e presidents of local chapters

of CANHC ACLD the Ca]1forn1a Association for Neufologically

2

Hand1capped\Ch1]dren--Assoc1at1on for Ch11dren and Adults

with Learn1ng Q1sab111t1es. 0rgan1zéd by parents of ch11dren

with:1earning disabﬁ]fties several ykars before the ACLD was

~ & \
. * : -

ke
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(_ The survey contained four multiple-choice judgment

itens. The four items contained a total of sixteen sub-
questions, to which the respoAse choices were "Yes "l"No "
and "Not Sure." Item One covered changes in fiye 1nd1cators
e 7 of att1tude toward persons with 1earn1ng disabilities. Item .
Two covered changes in five 1nd1cators of attitude held by
pérsons Qith learning disabilities. Item Three gsked for an
overall judgme;t gn the contribution o% communit& 1YDP
actiyitﬂes toﬁphanges in attitudes. \Item Four covered five
kinds of actions which could be taken to buiid on the positive;
effectsqﬂf community activities. In a field-test, the average
' o ~ time for Eompletion of thé,survéy form was "found to be_fifteen &
- ‘minutes (See Appendix A for‘the’jnstrument):

Results |
By the t1me of preparat1op of this pre]1m1nary report,

o - l’ comp]eted survey forms had been rece1ved from presidents of

five of the local chapters of CANAC-ACLD. The geographica]
e -

areas represented Qy these chapters included a major portion

r

-
-

.
*
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The survey contained four multiple-choice Judgment

6

items. The four items contained a total of sixteen sub-

!
questions, to wh1ch the respoAse choices were "Yes," "No,"™

and "Not Sure." Item One covered changes in five indicators

of attitude toward persons with learning disabilities. Item ,
Two covered changes in five indicato;s of attitude held by
pérsons hith learning disabilities. Item Three gsked for an
overall judgmeht gn the contribution o% communit} 1YDP
actiyifies toﬁphanges in attitudes. \Item Four covered five
kinds of actions which could be taken to buiid on the positive;
effectseaf community activities. In a field-test, the average

time for completion of the,survey form was *found to be_fifteen &

‘minutes (See Appendix A for‘the“jnstrument).

Results
. By the tlme of preparat1o@ of this pre]1m1nary report,

comp]eted survey forms had been recelved from presidents of

five of the local chapters of CANAC-ACLD. The geographica]
e -

areas represented Qy these chapters included a major portion

of the residents of CéA;f’rnaa( for example, the San Francisco

peninsula, Los Ange]es;ran@ Riverside.
/ 0

.
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~ Improvements in:indicators” of -attitude
k4 LY

In the judgment of these CANBC-ACLD chapter presidents,

one indicator of attitudes ‘in their communities toward

- persons with learning disabilities-was more faverable as the
- . ~ IYDP was drawing to a close: "awareness of iearning disabi]ity ‘tz'd\ ‘
5 ¥

as a féct of Tife." Taree 1nd1cators were Judged as improved.

[i

in some commun1t1es but unchanged in ‘others: “more acceptance
as peers, equal;, or competitors," "less resentment of

4apparent spec1a1 treatment," and "more willingness to fnc]ude
N T A

persons with learning d1sab1]1t1es in social, educat1ona]

athletic, or arts act1v1t1es." One indicator was judged as y

N ‘ not having improved in most communities: "more willingness
tQ considering hiring as paid workers."
. "Two inditators of attitude held by persons with learning

disabilities were judged as more favorable as the IYDP #as

-

' drawing to a close: "more awarﬁness of their own abilities" . .
¢ . P - -

. and "more willingness to keep trying, competing.". Two
. ihdicators received mixed judgments: 'more bride in their ) . -

own accomplishments" and "more knowledge of ways they can

> S

-cope." One indicator Was judgiglas not having Timproved: ' ‘.
¢ . ' h ‘ . l -
- i > . [ /

Y
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 "More se]f-confidence neo- ¥
~ Contr1but1ons of cammun1ty act1v1ﬁ1es in carry1ng out the .
IYOP theme - - : ' e "
. . " \ °
CANHC-ACLD chapter presidents gave mixed reviews to the ) - Y
) o . y ‘ )

contributions of community IYDP actiyities toward permanent,

positive changes in attitgges toward learning disabi]itfes,
and persons with learning disabjilities. There were positiye
effédts in some communities and no effects in others.

« T

Recommended actions for building on ‘the’ pos1t1ve effects of

L3

3 )
Fotr actions were recommended bygé]] cQgpter presidents:

5 -

"talks and demonstrations at communit grbup meetings," "one

commun1ty activities o \

person talking with one other person at\ a time," "formation

of.young learning disability adult groups," "work with local

'

schools." "Newspaper, radio, TV coverag'"’was recommended by
- »

all but Sne chapter president. One chaptér president recom-

mended "have more trained personnel subh‘a teachers, tutors,

I * ¥
and courses ava1\eb1e to he]p lTearning d1s%F]ed adults."

[ )
-

\h, 4

. D1stuss1on

¢

In this exp]orgtory study, the responses of .the CANHC-ACLD ' -
R 0\ / . . .

y . »

3
\
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chapter pres1dents in Ca]1forn1a show that “in their commun1t1es, ﬂ{

. pos1t1ve changes in certain 1nd1cators of attitudes toward -

P -

Tearning d1saq111t1es have taken place over the past year

] -~

(1981). The positive chanoes in attitude were noted toWard

persons with 1earning’disabi11ties as well as in the persons'

themse]ves. However, Tittle or improvement was judged to -

have occurred ih sevedl] key 1nd1cators of att1tude such, as

"willingness to hire as paid workers” and "more self-

confidence." The pos?tive changes were attributed only in .
L ' .

part to the effects of community activ%ties in'carrying out-

the theme of the "Internat1ona] Year\of Disabled Persons,

Toward Full Part1c1pat1on in the Life of the Community and

the. Nation." Fimal]y,~t§e chapter presidents recommended

ways to build on the positive effects of community activities.-

/

T3e results of this study represent current findings on '

cQange in attitudes toward learning disabilities in'several 1 3 ‘

communities in “one state id'a'country of fifty states. These ’ . ’

f1nd1ngs should be examined for their app]1cab1l1ty fo other’

. commun1t1es, sXates, and areas of the country, part1cu]ar]y ‘ 1
. ‘ \
as a national Lonsensus may be growing to proclaim 1982 as the

National Yéar of the Disabled Person. The jdeas offered for

‘ . -
L4 .
N '
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building on the positiJé effécts of community IYDP activities

>

should be reviewed by the 1eaders of other groups, such as
the Council for Exceptionai Children, in each coﬂpunity ‘
The reported ]ack of positive effect in some commugitﬂss

shqr]d be exp]orqu;o ascertain the possible reasons and to

+

improve the community activities. Several guestions .arise

from this finding, such as "Wet§>thg community activities ° \
counter-productive?" "Did the activities disregard Marnipg

disabilities?" "Were persons with learning .disapilities = -

. / R ‘
consuiteq in the planning and execution of the ‘activities?"

L

(Or, as has occurred to me as I hear from persons across the -
L] -

country, are there states and comﬁunities in which the letters

[ . .
IYDP might well stand for "Invisible Year of the Disabled

Person"?)

Y

* The notion of cooperative research efforts with o

.

t .
- or

{e

ganizations of concerned and knowLedbeaQ]e parents éhou]d

N .

A}

‘w

‘explored b& researchers. Finally," the concept of “attit@dg

toward learning di;%bi]ities" _should be the focus of more.”

N ]

1ntenSive research efforts, par¢icu1ar]y in the young aduit

popui&ﬁ}gn aﬁd in employers. ) < )

L.
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Footnote L .

-

Ay

" 7 \ .
té,The ‘paper has been pre§bnted at~the 1982 Internat1ona1
Conference of ACLD, March 3-6, in Ch1cago, I]l1no1s \The';
study was conducted in cdbperat1on w1th CANHC- ACLD the
Ca11forn1a Aiigcl@t1on for Neurologitally- Handicapped .
Chd]dren, the state affiliate of\ACLD, Incﬁ;ﬁ;riassociation l!
. for children and.adlilts with learning disabi]ities.
Requests for reprints df thjs paper ‘and cqrrespondence
about the_;tudy sh!!ﬂd*be addres;ed,to the author at the. ¢
dffice d?:Program kvaluation and Research, ba]ifqrnia State

Department of tducatibn, 721 Capitol Mall--4th Floor,

§echamento, CA 95814, U.S.A.

\a
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* . - Appendix A: Attitudes Toward Learning Oisabilities Survey
M. M. Scheffelin, Rh.D., OPER; @liforria State Oepartmegf
of Educdtion, 1/82 o . . o

~

A ]

.. 1 ; - ,;y /\3
In responding to thwse questions, please consider the

eventé over the past fear in the geographical territoi;,x}

covered by your CANHC-ACLD chapter. -
.o . <. ' J \ N —_~
. As the Interna;iona] %sgéf%f Disabled Persons draws to-a -

\

close,r ' \ p
1. - Are the éititudes towards . a

‘ persons Wigh Tearning ‘ \\;//

Lo disabilities more Favor- ). E -
abie' 1n your)community, ‘ L~ . .
for exam;]e:

a) greater awaréness of o . ‘

]earhing disability - S ' R

3

v as a fact of 1ife? ,,.Yﬁﬂ ...No ...Not Sure




Y ' . Attitudes
‘ : 13
b) morg willingness to -
include the persons : . -
with learning P
disabilities in
social, educ&tiona],
athletic, arts
activities? .Y ...Yes ...No ...Not Sure
c) more acceptance as -
~ beers, equals,

L4

cohpetitors? . ...Yes ...No ...Not Sure

-

d) moretwillingness:~
t0 consiHering
hiring ay paid . ‘ '
workers? - Lr.Yes....No

e) less resentment of .

apparent special f-_J‘

: AN
treatment? = ~+-Yes ...No ...Not Sure

*

Do persons with ]earn%ng .
disabilities hold more )
favorable attitudeb

towards themse]ve§? .




The theme of

.MToward F@i]

.

Nation."
w

s

B

the International Year of Disabled Perscns is

4

3

Participation in_the Life of the Community and

S ﬁ - ee o ’ . ‘ ‘ Attitudes .
. : q TR R
" J7 - a) more awareness of : )
v—" v, ., their own |
’ ‘ Af.ébilﬁties?‘ Lo, e-Yes .Né,.:.Not}Sure.
'é‘ c ‘ bf;nwrg'sglg | -
g Eoﬁfidence? 3 ...Yes ...No f..No} Sure 4
Lo, _ - c) more.kpowledge of '
. . ) :_ . ;hays they cén ' . '-'-%\ ) .
‘ ‘ | '. cope? , ...Yes ...No"...Not Sure
< o . “ . o .
Y : d) more willingness '
. ! . . , gglkeep trying? ' . -
o .- "Eompetingf .Yes ...No ...Not “Sure
e). more pride-jn A . ‘
; m%eir oyp/'
. acéomp]jshmepts? .Yes ...No ...Not Sure
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toward ]earﬁing dis-.

) newSpaper, radio,,
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. _ . 15 -

Have community .
activities ‘in carrly-" .
ing out the theme , - .
contributed fgwqrd
permanent, pd%itiye’ S
changes in attitudes

"
abilities...and

_persons with learm- -

ing disabilities? ...Yes ...No ...Not Sure
What actions éaﬁ be -
taken to build on * .
the positive effects’
of community'
activities? - »

\ )

/
TV coverage?s ..Yes ...No ...Not Sure

" b) talks and demo%;

!

.

strations at
. 13

community ‘group .
) r

e

meetings? . . ...Yes ...No ...Not Sure

17. 0

-
.
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A . !
\ ) . .
A ' B
. . . . . ]
‘ C) one person ta]k’i‘
. : ’ with one other per-
, ; ' " son at a tjﬁé?
’ .d) formation.of ( :
. . " Young LD Adult
) groups? )
v e) work with local
) schools?
f) other‘ideas? a
. ¢ - (Please jot down)
‘ 5. ‘Do you ant a.copy of
o the results of this )
. - sﬁrvey? ‘ '
’ - . 6. If you'havé additional
e . comments, please use
s 7 ‘ the back of this form,
SN ‘
e e
. X 13
o ) ) 18
Egigé;' SR .. ‘:’ .

. 4
.. ; .
.
LY '
. -
N ’
- . Y
s s .
L
- L
N
o
3 . ¢
- I
.
. B
@ B

1Y .!6

...Yes ..:No ...Not Su}e
v .

.

»

...Yes ...No ...Not Sure

...Yes'...No ...Not Sure
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