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. . . . v
as laborers and were latér jbined by women following marriages®tnat took pldce

1l o ¢ ¢ ' J 2 M
by proxy. These men and women, from.the loqer aocro—economic class, ha.d been

unable to establish their economic basg (namely /farming) in Korea, where internal

‘

economic a.nd political confllct Was8 bringing coniuslon and- uncertalnty 1o many of

>

the poor.?' Wnen aa Opportmnty a.robe for these people to leave thelr country and
- B L |
g0 10 a new land where -jobs wWere promseg, they jumped at the chance. It is appar-

ent.-that these meni left, theii Homeland for $he unknown world with one thing in

\ mlnd.' work.
L]

After the turn of the century, the number of.Korean emigrants in. Amenca

) rema.zned below 20, 000 u.nt11 1965 when a new" 1mmgratlon la.w\oame 1nto effect.3
. It is pow known that more than 700, 000 Korean emigrants’were ‘admitted to the .
~

United States elnce f965. Most of them settled in urban arleas such .as Los Angelos,

San Francleco, Chieago, New Iork, Honolulu and Seattle.4 There is a wide d:.verslty

L -

. of Koreans in the UnJ.ted States: some a.re hlghly tra1ned professionals, semi-

‘ skllled workers, bus:,ness wen and women, as well as t}e families a.nd relatives of -

0

these people. Also, it is rpported that many Korean immigrant proféss‘lonals. have)

- s

5 o~ :

" workéd in ‘-nort—professional‘jo 8 during 'tlre past decade.

The rapid increase in the'inumber: of Koreans living in America elicits

‘ certa.m queetlona concerxu.ng thinfr general conceptlon of 1life in this oountry
N and the effect which American oﬁlture has had ypon-them. Koreans in different

pro‘fess;,onal a:ie soc' ' slqvela m Amer:[oa wbuld be expeoted to have dlfferont

‘life atyles in relation to. thelr pla.oe -J.n soclety. Their
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what they see. It J.s,,then, ona.ble to a.ssunle that i(oreana of all social and

/4
Are \then' concept"Qns of lzfe in Amenea.\greatly affected by their pos:.t:.on a.nd

£

”n -
functlo as n ers of Amer:.ean 8 ety? How powerful a- role does the:.r ea.rl:.er Vo
1% o

!
,/, v o

gocialization piay in the accultura.t:.on process in America?  The purpose\ of this -

o . ’ ) . :
C paper is g dea.,}‘}hth these quest:.bns. - 24 ) L : )
o i . P i A '
w0 4 . . - $ - . . 3
[ - I’ 4 . . . N .. .
¢ S ' -+ N | -~ . I ; ' . L
? d:"\. ’ S . , \ : h} ' L C,
Procedyre _’-" : : o S S . . _
[ . P ’ . s
Y enty—fone Korea.n men a.nd women \(mne men and twelve women)' were interviewed.
J ;

th;c/ ulgh converslng in Koread ‘in tHe spring of 1977. ‘l‘héyg are res:.dents of the

, ' .
; éter J:ta.rtford énd Storrs area. Thls group J.ncluded e:.ght men who are now .

eivi higher educa.t:.on (five gra.dua.te students and three undergradua.t*es), C

-4

u

A SO
. Y/ .: one government a\ﬁientls
v i

uxth’a /Korean college duoatlon and four women with very 11ttlé formal educa.ta.on_.-

hree wom> with profess:.ona.l status, fou,r hou;e\nves

/ _’,{ -' -
o ¥ Oné uo[nan was the owner of a privage business. The group ranged . 1n age frOm
- tgentz to fifty e!are of a,ge. ' . e T !
s /'{ / i / \ R :" \
Method N '
. ! 4 Pa ' PN . . °. !
: f 5 An appomtment s made to interview each person indfvidua.liy. Each inter-

~ . -

e v1eu generally lasted, from one, 'to three hours. One i'ntervie‘w‘ occuz'!red eo‘inci‘dently,
| "{ .

e
* 4

. ‘ l

enthusmast:.ca.lly agreed to be J.ntervzewed. ‘l‘hls of couree turned out to be 2 .‘ ! 5-3‘ ' .

group inta&-view. o Nt
' T AT &

In general, intervmus were oconducted in an. infomal, cesua.l settmg uhere- . . 5

the individuals could, feel relaxed and free-spirited to tal’k. "The m&in areaa oy

Q4 "

of questions uere- How do you oonoeive your hfe in America.” How are you doing

- . B &)
. with your jpbs? lore lpeoifi"oslly how do you poroeive human a.n fe.mly z\eia.tz.on- L N
P ’ L

P8,y na.rr:.age, sex role umu, ednogtion and governmenta dn Amer:.ca? The areas "

- o
B

Fx e T——
Bitagn

|




to0 be investigated were:. Hhat Sseeus to be the oomon resp e and'reaction on’ /
’ h ‘E’ . P [] °' . ‘:I ., ’,‘[. ‘z;\

common conflicts do Koreans\,expenence a.nd what are the ultimate, if any, stre%gthé,, .

/ ] :
wlp.oh Koreans w.rry emong themselves? Does the length of t1me the 1nd1v1dual ‘ FERAN PO
o A

States, the level of mast’gry“of the Eninsh langus.ge, and the dlffe;ence of ! o ‘fh "

soc:.o-economc and pro.fe?ss:.ona.l sta.tus mfluence the way he/she perce:.ves Amer:.ee?
t-* e : B

1 L

. ' : -y s . : . -
; P , }_ R oot » S ,i. . /
4 : [ N v L . . P
. ' . : ' ” ! I% . L

Almost all of the twenty-one people interviewed descrlbed Amer:.cax as the S
4

t Ry
E . };

oou.ntry "where they can Nemain ipdlvidua.ls >v}r:u.thou.t a.ny "mental pressure" from the O
7 DN S

% /

Eleven persons ment:.oned that they truly’ en:joy Amemca.'s well-equ.:.pped recreatlonal vl

3 ) Sy ,11
fac:.l:.ties wh:.ch are ava:.lahle' to the general puinc, such as ar‘ ’ lJ.brarJ.es, R ‘<
’ . * \ E to. f M . (4

- Huseuns,’ hlghways, and J.nforme.ta.on semces.' ‘I'hree ‘men expressed J y-at .be:.ng i ’k '

k T

a.ble %o plaﬁ.n a.nd comunloa.te J.ﬁdependently or, )through oi‘f:.c:.al channels. Ha.na' of * .

. ¥ I \)‘

{ o
the Koreans J.ntemeved a.greed thatVthe pacé Jof lrfe 1e mdeed much f‘as’&er in ¢ s

' e~Amer:Lca, a.nd they often feel pressed for‘st me to do other thmge beside’ work. N

. .
. T NI I

One uofna.n w:.th a p'rofesslons.l ‘degree% who- is employed in her fJ.eld sa,:Ld Sy

-

&” -

” “ e

felt. thet her modest ‘Buccess wag due 'to the fact ths.t she is- liv:.ng in Amerzca, RA 2

RN
r, A

gm.lé engxneer who works for, the gove:cnment J,n New London expressed contentment

tha.t he ca.n live in Amenca. m.th self—d:.gmtr and. respect. Accordmg to hls
e R I o
K statement, the hzgh point of his con‘tentment 13 the fagt that he can lea.d h:.s PR Vs

- pnva.te hfe without sooza.l or politicel pressure, and. still dedmoa.te 'hlmself“ -

-

ﬁ ‘ Z . ' <
'I‘-hese' are the specJ,fJ.c areas. this paper will attempt to a.nalyze. C & . . ‘vjyfi_.
t " * 4; Al

(;

A
outs:.de a.nd w:.thout ha.v:.n‘g to conformgto certa:.n expected norms a.nd be)g,av:.ors. ’ D el e
. T \ﬁ .7

“ that she’, feels no l:unit to _prog'ess a.nd competlézon in her profess:.on. She also _»"' - -

a xiat:.o,n which prov:.des suéﬁ opportunit:.es to any forelgner.- A ha.ghly tra.:.ned o v e

the part of Kox;eans when oonfronted w:.th herioan ma.:.hstrea.m eulture? Hhat AR N

\’ ¢
3 Le
[ Lo d 7‘,_ﬁ_

has-lived in America, the level of® eduoa.fion he/she has receJ.ved in % ﬁe \Umted o ]

How Do These Koreans Perceive America? N L. S
v o . “ L

Vs [ . Lt v . "zl 2
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Pl to hiy uork w:.'thou't v1ng to WO ~_,,'..‘- his Job. T N L ““YL'J
e , Con‘tra.ry 't eq pﬁsiti o "ews ghg’ed ﬁy people w:L'th modes:t professional -+ . )

A - W‘t“ e Jg— , .. .
g' . S ; . .
B .sucoess %h‘ who ~ ‘_ 3 cs 'hhree yeaxs a.go for g:éduate study have. N ,g 1
Y R . s
T\,qm.te a d.;)ffe ent fe v:.ew. " In, %hezr@fmg a cloud[ oj:t’ superf:.c:.a.l:.ty hangs ;
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:n_w—gw,dﬁﬁ
oVe!‘ Amenmv-—bﬁe/peopl’e seem “jrerx artzfma.l and a.re cOndrtJ.oned to behave,
) i

¥ -
\ .
dlstastbfully. The(husband., ﬂhom*I yeheVe wa.s thq aource of 'these no‘t:.ona,

. seemed tog ha.'ve pmaected%l’i s She ezpressed a strong

dea:.re t,o ra'hu'n to Korea a8 dfo% as her husband‘ comple'tes his educa.'t:.on, saying

P
. .

-
/, Y

2
.

-./v

' t‘pat she Zu bo‘th men‘tally and. ph,ysice.]:ly extisusted most 0f. the 'tlme.
¥ @

.‘.w
>rr,: /

%; b modera'tely sucﬁsa’ful ) '”
7 fie "Jl/?' , o ’ . .
1n ejz» s:.‘tua't:.ﬁn could»nevsr exper:.ence 'the same k:.nd

| ‘ére)g admits tha:t a gor‘a.n } '
o, P

edom a.nd opportum'ty
v «,%%f? : €, A . 7 .
9 ry for ‘me and p X: {ike me. - No one a'tops [

Co ‘ on tries hard to. if. No one frowns upon
Lo s {~ S, Women just’ ‘p e 'they are (i:.voroed.' In Korea, I would have, =
R ’?‘f' %ecome Just 'ther holplese WO who is aloné.and single. . . .

¥ Too r ,H 't v
\Another pos:.tlvo v;ew of Amer;.ca was gu.ven by a.,young stu.den't who emigrated

“Thig ‘young man ( nou twen‘ty—fn.Ve)

;orea. She, sa.:.d'

Sl Thii;'gi’s"ihe' co
< ’anydne if a per

A .
S %
-y ot A
A \ \‘\

8 caused by the aibrup’c move to 'the

*f\-
mu

ea:yﬁ tha.'t he. ‘:Ls very confortable and ca.n

Tt

.,
r -

N very nat:.onal:.sp.c (mea.m;ng Re.; .is ver

0
[ .
2

'concerned a.bou't the welfare of Korea),_

Lo he loves Aerica and, Amencan uays.
,": s . ‘w X
,4 read:.ly uindersta.nd Ameriw.'a ycua;h cu%\ - t fq,ela that he still eapouseﬂ a\

) i th geridus ma.:b"tera of moral judge—&

*b‘.l‘ean value ayetem when. it cohep o dgal
N

* e

Al

v

RS :
was’ very concepied wrth comp,leting hiq\ collegq o%acation 80 thg\ he can get 2 good

‘4 mgn‘k- He expreased hz.a desu'e to sagceed ng%ly ra.ther than profess:.ona.lly.

o ‘.,' Another young atudent wh.oae parent% b\tm&ht hm to Amer:.ca when he'was five
\ yoars old 'exhihi'ted an even grea.'ter Ame.ric}.mza‘k’gtgn of‘ h:.s 'thoughta and uays. He .
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. 'joi) a.fter gradua.tion. ‘I"he\ th‘}ngs he Eentioned were generally J.ndlstlngulsha.ble

~w

- from what his Amencan—born peers mght say. Nevertheless, he did* acknowledge s

Y

V ( ‘his aensltlv:.ty to his racial d:.f}ference, although he ha.s not suffered because of ‘ \‘

* this, . Ke felt that Amerlca. has the best workable system for, those who wa.nt a . e
hd , o 2 M ‘ 'y ‘. ) -
democratlc- type of\ governmentl . . - L L

° .
' » g . ’(i - /‘,,

3 ’ (", .
A : It ga.n be eumarlzed ’hha-t these peOple do enaoy a certaln grzvacy wh:.ch .

the Amegice.n life style offers, espeolally hav:.ng come from.a country wh‘ei*e there

B 5, o i ¢

a.re rules about do;mg th:.ngs the "rigxt Ha,a" and people are watehlng e‘very mqv\e ;
you' ma.ke. Convem.ent public facllltles, as well a.s the avallablllty a.nd reha.blllty
of: publlc services are also apprecle.ted by these people who ha.ve known no such ; ! 3

- luxuries 1n their former land. lee many Amerloa.ns, they“‘feel tha.t the pace* of ’

- °

11fe antl have me.stered the Enghsh la.nguage ha.ve mo!'e p081t1ve attltu.des towa.rd L
America and their own persbna.l achlevements. 'l‘he peOple who«ha.ve been .modeetly

A successful in their bualness or professional ventures arg. generally content w1th
_J\:{ llfe in Ameri?oa.. On the other hand, the group bf peOple who eame {o Amenca. a.s\ ,
kradua."te students tend {0 ma.lntaln Korean values a.nd even to reslst Meru.a,n

- o

qu.lture. quertheless, all o{ the 'Koreans interviewed recogmzed tha.t they had .

(Y

*

i -~

acome to Amerioa to achleve thelr l:.fe goals becauee America 13 the only cou.ntry

4 -T2 . T * ‘e . . ~ -

) whlch can offer them such- opportun:.tles. ' , N . .
o C o . ) .“*1 o L '; _;. S
. Korean Views: of -Amerioan People® . - Coe :' ) " o ‘V ’
i' ', o \, » ALl tW,enty-one Pe°p1§ said that Amer:.w.ne are l;lnd and’ frlendly toward ~ §

= ~* : "«

I .. etrangers (e.g. people whom they don't know peraonally) Most wombn 1nterv1ev'red
- stated that tpey had exporienoed the f‘eelmg that Americans are muoh mQre .senan,tlve

to the other'a poeition and neod. However, they felt thet th:Ls phenomenon 1s true .

wh.n the sltna.tlon is on a. ono-to-ono basls, but not “ina public or group sltuatﬁfon.

.

. ’ . . , . R
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life is too swlft. Generally, Korea.ns who received Amerlcan educatlons ea.rly in < g
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Hhen asked hou thej&felt about the hunanlty of Amsrlcans, the maJorlty of people

responded that human nature is unlversal and Amerlcans are as humanelas any other
natldnallty. Although no qu%stlons were asked about the humane qualities of Amerl-

cans,nsome-oonfllotzng vaews ﬂere raiSed by&snme of the male 1nterv1ewees (all . |

RN

gradnate studénts, having 11ved in America an average of» three to four years) )
\i L . R l"“\
One man was quite puzzlod about what he saw 1n h1s office one day. He szmply
'l /i.‘-
oould not understand how a oolleague who shared the same room w1th another profeesor
|
|

" just. sat and Tead whlle hig’ friend (another man who .shared the same room) was trylng

to movencountless boxes of books. He (the Korean man) became Yery aggravated and N

finally asked his colleague, "Aren't you going to help him with these boxes?"

His énswer, véry charaoterlstlcally, was: "Well, he dldn't ask me:- I don't

know.s." The point _was that this man strongl} felt that his friend should have

~helped wlth ths movzng even without being asked° he simply should have voluntéered

*

: hlB serv10es. He oould not understand the indifference and total lack of involve=

4 e

mont thls man- dlsplayed during- tho nov1ng. Four men mentioned the dlfferent kinds -

&

~

of’relatlons they f1nd among professors and their students. They feel that the h U

-~
- -

relatlonshlps between professors and students 1n America- are rather shallow in

'

~nature ﬂhen oompared wlth the deep, last1ng frlendshlpe formed 1n Korean (or ‘other
- 4 w
. R.QV Aslan) unlversltles where professors totally oommlt themselves and become father

ro. ~ .,

flgures to their students. o= X R '

««- This 1% obviously‘a chplioated area requiring nuch more exploration in order

to produce an extens!Ve study Culturally different peroeptzona on human fr1end-'

e’

ships, dlfferent ways of respeotlng other's privaoy and the enormously diverse .

settlng \h whfoh teaoher-student relationshlps must funotzon within certaln .

» -

restrlctlons are all oomplex factors, ghey oreate‘enough differenoes to puzzle°

. - w’

L]

. evén people from much_moi;e si;nilar societies., . - ) .. E
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On the one hand, the Korean respondents felt that Americans were kl\h ands ° H
- Vo,

friendly; on the other, they seemed 1mpersona1, 1ncon31derate and gilf—centered.
What must be taken into conslderatﬁ;d here are the many types of soclal situations
) ﬁn uhlch-Amerlcans behave and react dlfferently. In thls writer's oplnlon, ‘

" Americans act differently in a partlcular sltuathnsaccordlng to thelr_soelal and —

LI

formal training. For example, when confronted with a situation on a ope-to-one

* [y

* ~ b

T basie, they are personal, cdncerned and -involved. In ;ublic or in a group"’

L

‘impersonal and indifferent. 'In

%

situdtion, however, they may tend to be cold,
_the eyes of some foreigneﬂs this inebnsistency'may be irritatinéver nystlfying, \ e
until they gain more insight into the American cultural scene. ;.

Y

How These Koreans View Americdh Family Relalionships -

N
I Most of the twenty—one Koreans 1nterv1ewed (thh the exceptzon of the three

women married to Anerlcans) expresaed their feellng that parent—chlld relation-

ships in Amerlca seem distant, cold and self-centered. Sqme vwomen felt that each‘

. ) . . oo LN .
individual generally-appears lonely and isolated fq.n his/her family and that some

young mothers are more concerned about thelr careers than the1r homes and chlldren.
)

~ Two men stated that some of their Amerzcdn frzends are anxlous to leave home and
cqntact their parenis only when they are in financzal*need. They suggested that =

I 3 g
the reason for this mlght be that Amerlcans place too much value on a chlld’s . f i

1ndependence during the soczallqgtloh procesa. Many conld not understand how s

parents accept-money for room and board once_their cnildren begin, ‘'working. However, - }j-

these views were'nbt endorsed by a twenty year old man who cagf o0 America at the
"age of five. He flit that American families _have relationships as olose and
tightly knit as Koreans and that the American parenta ‘he knew deeply cared about

their children's uelfa;e. He also bel;eyed that the Amerlqan way of life germzts N

childreg to help augment their parents' income; in fact, this seemed verx natural
' / e e
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. /and reasongble to him. This young Korean mdn viewed American family relationships

1;_—. -

» .’
[

. o 7 N
ag warm, loving and seng'r_tiVe to-each other's needs. - N

One other thing which should be mentioned. here is that several Koreans who

Arhad recently emgrated to Amonoa, had strong opinions about the treatment Pf

k .
LIRN ,lder Amerz.cans by their fa.m111es. They felt that puﬁmg a.ged pa.rents (volunta.nly

-

or 1nvolunta.r1ly) in. nursmg h&nes was a very Cru.el and inhumane thing Yo doa

&

It is oerta.mly clear to this wnter that some American famly relatlonshz.#

" are -surprising and even upsettmg ta newcomers. This, I feel, is not due to an !

»

- aotua.l' lack of wa.rmth and close faxg‘ily ties, but a misinterpretation of the

manner of® cultural expressmn of these emot1ons. We also know many Americans ) \/

who assert economc 1ndepende{ce and stnbbornly refuse parental help once they
become worlung members of slc:.ety. PeOple from developlng oountr1es slmply a.re

~ L3

not familiar with the ex(:ellence ,of many modern Amerlca.n nursmg homes and thus

v

feel that puttmg the a.ged 1n honres is "a.ba.ndonmg" them. - ' /

On Marriage’ - A L _

- About half “-gi"}\‘ the men and women' inter‘;i‘évged said that they disapprove of the .
wa.y’in -whioh‘mrri-..:;f'ges brealt up .irxz merica. Koreans .feel that ‘although Ame‘rioe‘n

men and uomen dlspla.y th;r 'love a.nd a.ffeotion o*penly (wmch is not done in Asa.a.),"
) the1r true devotmn and comutnent to ea.ch other is questionable in 11ght of 'the

high. d1vorce rate in the, United St'ﬁ*esaw Qne man in pe.rtwd.lar sa1d tha.t Amerman
' ‘&

*

marmagea seem preca.mous 'pnma.nly'\beoquse of the Ydck of a strong bond of
conmutment on the part of both husba.ri‘d‘ and u1fe. Almost all the 1nt"erv:.ewees
stated that the dissolutlon of a marnage because of personal dli(‘)ferences or B
unhs.ppiness was unthinkable, in the1r opnuon, ‘these were the self1sh a.cts of

two 1rresponnble adulys. According to the1r ste.nda.rds, once a . couple 'is

7

. EX

.la.rried, thoy should base their lives-around eaoh othor, and, more 1mportant1y, .

.
v 4 el
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\ their children, - e SN
Interest:.ngly, none of the Korea.ns J.ntemewed ment:.oned or even acknowledged

t

_that there are ha.f':py and healthy Amer:.can marrxages-—habpy and health,y ‘to a degree .
g . ‘that na.ges in nore tra.d:.t;onal or surpressed cultures are not expected or

exper:.onced. to‘%e “What they mght be unawa,re of is that dlfferent expectat:.ona

‘are ma.de in American marriages where: couplgs' personal, imental and emotional . l o

well-being'is considered to be much more paramount than it is inother societies. “

- . . . [ . . . N ) . . \'
LY . . - . '. 4 o / \ ‘ . )
' LS ) N . ’ A ) ] N
G On ?ex Roles . . _ . E— _ ( \
f . . N N v . ]

This was a subject arda where Koreans gave simple and uneasy.answers.

-

J

. Enough indications were nia.de'to demonstrate that this was not a favorite thpic ..

rs’ . of conversa.tlon Im*l'.h them, When asked about the:.t sex roles in their home life, ,
most men hurr:.ed.ly answered that-they do not nu.nd performmg what are tradlt:.ona,lly.
¥
def:.ned ag "feminine"- chores. -I could not help but think that thgse reSponses

were' the "prOpez\'" thing *,to say about sex roles at this time in histhry,‘ rather - .

- . S . > . ’ ) |
than a true indication of what these meh really felt. However, four women did
‘u ' /

| acknowledge that theu' husbands help them with the d}shes q,,nd aundry occa.s:.oha.lly. ’

-

One woma.n's coment a.dequa.tely reflects the att:.tudes of the other Korean women

= ' interviewed: "1 don'~'§ mind cooking three hot meals for my husband. Being.a l !

..
.
¢ ¢ .

‘woman ] can at least do-that much." . s el -
Y - * B . i , N » R ‘r
O Contrary to this positi,on, a woman who received her college edication_in - b

Amenca. and now holds a profess:.onal job stated: "My husband and I?have no - R

SO ‘rigidly set rules. We'meet chonts as they come, a.nd we, both share all kz.nds of ‘\

' . D ‘ 4 - . ( ’
“.work around the house." . C I . . .

S Co. Thora il.no ,doubt that many. Korea.n men and Some Women ‘ha.'ve’set Bex roles *

-

1n whioh they feel oomfor;a.‘ble and secure, regardleu of 1wha;l: thoy ‘say in pubhc. |

’I‘he men pno:jwt their oonvictj.on th&t they a,re wholly responuble for thur wife's

. [y .
' A -




£ well-be:.ng and, for tha.t matter, theJ.r destlny The mén seem to belleve that -
they are to lea.d and’ protect theJ.r fam11yf w:.thout any help from the:.r wives. \

On the other ha.nd, .women seem to enJoy theJ.r femnlne and pass:.ve roles as .
-

- ¢ ’

wivess They are not‘ at all aesert:.ve about their equa.l rights as partners ) R

and are oblivious to the current issues raised by the women!s movement. : L
° v . " . B d

- On_Education - S T h .
: - . . ) . e < , .
Three mothers with young-children said that they were very pkeased with

. the type of education tneir children are‘x“receiv_ingiifn American elementary

’ * ~

schoois. They believe that the Korean educational system produces pressure and ' -

L 3 S
whereas the ‘Amer2can system seems to be geared towe.rd individual growth and . .o -
he - :

ot persox}al Well—belng. ’I‘hey were J.mpressed with the way in v wh:.ch Amer:.can tea.ohere .

.- an\xiety on the children by burdeniné them 'witl'x great amounts of rote mamory work,

R helped ‘their ch:.;l.dren with their part:.oulare needs and problems. Mothers of o ' .

i v _young Korea.xr*chlldren seemed %o be gemunely sat:.sf:.ed know:.ng th.e.t theJ.r chiTdren T
wlll—have opportuzutles t0 ’.ﬁxrt/her‘thelr ednca.t:.on in thJ.s country a.nd become ‘ | .
respected members of Amer:.oax: sooiety. - [ '

- * - ¥
With reg&rd to higher eduoa.t:.on in Amer:.oa, all seven male graduate students

Y

said that Amer:.oan unlvere:kties not only tea.oh them acadenu.c theorles but train
. o

them to apply what they have: lea.rned. }iell-equlp}:ed reeeaz‘ch labora,torles and :

L]
-4

N * the avaxlablfuntten materlale Were greatly a.pprecn.a.ted by these men, The

-

t+ . informal and rela.xed relé.t:.oneh:.p between ﬂtudents and professore was another

thzng they commented fa.v,orably upon. One eom;_lent ma.de by two d:.fferent men J.B

i noteworthy, howevers ‘L . .
e 7 " In the ‘American unlversa.ty scene% when ola.se is over,
. ) v everything is over. You de not see your “professor again and \
) o do not expect to see him unless there is a special reason. .
‘. But in Korea, the tié heiween a professor and his siidents’ )

is much stronger onoce they have initially established the .
teacher-student relationship. A permanent relationship will

SO . be formed and your professor will becoms a father figure if . .
: Q ' tha.t is wha.t ‘the atwdenta wa.nt. . P
A “ . dﬁf. "é’/’r ’ .‘ e \ 1 2 - K 2
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P ’ Lt 18 the opuu.on of many resea.rchers that llngu.zst:.c coxifl:.c’t cah bring

) f"f"‘ A

'j‘;. . psychologloal problems ag well as practlca.l 1nconvenience to an. 1nd1v1due.1.

o

iR [y

.seem to have acute problems with the Engl:.sh“ lang\_zage. The excepta,on i | those
L ‘ver'y few who gpent their ea.rly Years in this couotry.. K:Lm Hyung Chang writes
N ’ Lq M a . . -

in his -article "Eduoe:noz; of the Korean Imm:.grant Child*: ‘ . -
_ . ALY mmnts from non-English speaiung nat:.ons face X
. oL immediate and difficult problems of communidation upon .. i "
o v . ' their arrival in Amedica. The difficulty is ‘exacerbated B
_ oo for Asian immigranis whose cultures and languages are S .
: T ra.aica.l'ly different from those of the Amerloa.n people. ' i !
) Korea.n immigrants are. no except:.on. ‘They have come to ’
. . America with a language whose grammar and phonology are. )
’ . . Bo drastically diffetent from those of English that there
£Te . is nrl:ua.lly 1o affinity*between the two la.ngua.gee.2 . g

£
=

X JJ

Although la.nguage was the major a.rea 1n wlu.ch ma.mr Koreans find. confl:.ct )

-

lxvn.ng in lmerlw., 1o one seemed. enthusxast:.c a.bout talk:.ng on ‘bhe subject.. 'I'hus',' .

) - -
1t wa.s dlfflcult to gather deta:.led 1nfoma.t10n on what effect the language pro'blem B
» ft

ha.s..-upon theee~ people. Only four women.,s(thé ones ‘married to Amenca.n ex-sold:.ers)

rd

T saxd that they are attendlng a.dul‘t evening olasses to "lea.rn as much English as

& -

‘we can". Qne woma.n, expressed her fmetration that she could not help ‘her daughter

y with her homeuork due to her language def:.c:.ency. The young woman who had ‘done ’ e
her undérgra.dua.‘te work J,n Amence. sho'wed me a poem ebf had wntten which was -
prubl:.shed m an outs‘tamd:.ng htera.ry Journal.‘ “Only one man a.dnht‘ted any ch.fﬁcnlty

5.'.,.. e

- with English. '1‘he young “Hian, who came ’co Anerica. at\¢he age, of smeen sa:l.d that _ . _ . .

'wl

- h:.s read.mg comprehens:.on is. st:.ll very slow and ted:.oue. ‘None of ‘the Korea.n T »

; . ﬁooeenves mentioned exper:.encmg any d:.fficulty with the Engl:.sh langua.ge. ‘ o e
j ‘ ’l‘hus, i‘t was soon realz.zed ‘tha:t thin wa.s not a top:.o that they wxehed to _‘ it ~4'*
g - ] PR Y
‘ disouu in dopth. th? I’c nay juet be‘ ‘that to most Korea.nl, knowledge of . e;'e,'“'}. -

aaaaa
5

_' melinh a8 well as roading and verbal nId.lln roﬂeots their respeot:.Ve leVel of
b ) R . R




At
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. aregeager to learn. ua.steryﬁlof the mgllsh langua.ge means tha.t you are a better

b . .
“Fy ~ < 4 . N . Py

eduoa.tion, persona.l achie\'rement and. academic background. English is‘ required

in all Korean gchools and is J.ndeed a prestlglous st&b:ject, which a.ll students . -
}‘ﬁ *

' stu,dent afid being a betjer ‘student means q‘u.lte a bJ.t in Korean schools. One .

-

who possesses ver'ba.l a.nd comprehensive sk:.lls in Englzsh Wil no doubt be hlghly

re@ected for hJ.s/her oapab:.l:.t:.es. It is no $onder then, that thJ.s was a -’ o L

-,

_sens:.t:.ve area for many Koreans G'to di'scuss or present any deta:.led information

abou‘t their problems. - . f ' ’ L) o o

I . -

On_American Government.. . BT T s

‘-three years. When asked how he felt about the Amer:.oan pol:.t:.cal sxstem, he

A v fen . o

When gsked how "they viewed the 'Amer,io‘e.n,pqlitical sysiem, the three men who

p‘reﬁiously sxpressed their a.ppreoiatioh of America’s public eddcation snd recreation

.fac:.htles again vo;.ced pos:.t:.ve attrtudes. 'I‘hey felt that Amer:.oa has both s .

.. relzable’%nd eff:.c:.ent systems to help. people. _ Two men apo}ogq.zed for not knowing - p

nmch about pol:.t:.cs in genera.l. They a.dded that they w:.sh to remain in'a country
where they will suffer no "mental pressure" (Presmnablyfth;.s means that they

wa.nt 10 remain llvxng in America) One man ment:.oned tha.t he was mpressed that

»

a man lJ.ke Jmmy Cs.rter, Who was vn'tually unlcnown ﬁve years ago; mome

president through the "proper channels" (e.g. public elect:.on) Houever, the .

response of one conple des&rves attention heré. The man is -1 dootora.l sltudent o

1n the Yield of appl:.ed sc:.enoe and has la.ved in Amer:.oa for a little more than

3 v;«) ,"“

, snsuered jokinglys-- "He have Ahe same’ democrat:.c government here as in Korea.. . rr

We e1ect a pres:.dent and ha.ve ,three government bra.nches. They are all the same."
¥

And he smled. As for. hjl’s wxfe, she is the woman who told me at one point that T - ‘H

wé’a A K

_,she resents‘*](orea.ns who&peak to her in English when an American fr:.end happens

% 14
to join the conversation. She also sfu.d that she'en:joys living in Amer:.cq, but "

' kriows that she can never fit into American culture. It was not difficult to

e s " , . Lo . :
, . 1 . : O T AT
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2o Ty, - L X 1 . . et R




A Y
1]
.

13 -

»
'v»\'»\'.-\;.\,_,\,; e
".

e .

reali“z.e that the wife had been greatly J.nfluenced by her} husband's phJ.losOphJ.cal

in.ews. Indeed, the couple seomed to be cym.cal about ‘life in genérals [T feel "

\.

that their ree:.stance to change a.nd ‘negative a.ttltude toward American culture is

a result of their um.que personalities and not: J.nd:l.oatlve of the attJ.tudes of

A

Koreans lJ.v;Lng in America J.n general,

! ‘One bus:.nesswona.n who dlvorced her husband’a few yea.rs ago gaid:

The Amer:.ce.n pol:.t:.cal system is a wonderful sysiem for )
averaee people like mé. I could have starved in Korea o
. Yeing a divorced woman wlthout personal wealth. This
country provides some kind of opportunity to everyone
who tries. . \ oo . )
)(ore poutive comente on the subject uere made by the young uomen married

They claimed that the Amerlcau government enables people to

to Amencan men. .
' (' They felt‘ .that they iiere respected as long -a8. they ~work

work and lJ.ve decently.
hard and a‘m.de by the rules of the country,-.-someth:.ng wh:.ch was mposs:.ble in Korea.

It can: be concluded that the Korean men w1sh to avo:.d any coments on the

polJ.tJ.cal systems of any nat:.on out of fear tha.t am,' derogatory remark aga:.nst
SN
’ the Oppressz.ve Korean government may bring harm to themselves .and their families.,

"Women seem freer about express:.ng their personal views on the American polJ.tJ.ca.l

7

system, a fact wh:.ch ma.y be proport:.ona.tely due to their lack of involvement in

»

poIi’ticaL situations.

&

On Their LJ.fe Goals
T um}';;t a11 of, t):e :;eople J.ntemeWed appeared {0 be amb:.t:.\ous, J.ndustrJ.ous,
and determ:.ned to succeed in whatever they set out to do. gor many, leaving.
Because

L%
’,!'fl' ¢

the:n.r homeland was a big step toward realizing theJ.r goa.lsqsy and dreams.

s many of the Korean immigrants. az’e from m:dele class backgrounds, their life goals

are firm and rather ambitious. Hav:.ng come froln a country where the mportance,
.‘of .ed_u'oation as a prerg‘quisite to peraonal success was st’ressed, they seem very

N .
-
~

-
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%:‘t‘ they have cone to -
g‘s\"‘
A@VGB them an added
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education conscious. Alse, the conaclou.s realiza %

w’g

America to better themselves and ach:.eve their 1115’; &,,

incentlve to succeed 1% thelr choseq;flelds\

%
s,

s "2 '

i I \

-

. ,:5,
* the amount of tme one has spent in America all contnbute to
- i

each Korean perceives lus lJ.fe Mmenca.

Conclusions Lt ) "
‘———-— R » { .

-

k

) -’ > Lt .
Differences in sex, the/level of "educa."tien and ‘\pez\'so succ‘ese, as well as

e way in which

Yet’ regardleBS' of tl\ se *ﬁa.bto:;s,‘

~

- - .
ey e L ST IND Sl S AT S Mo Cax s o gra

-mpst Koreans in America. eventua.lly arrive at similar mora.l and va.lue J\;ngenj\:
P
In t 1e areas of ma,rmage, persopa.l a.nd fa.mly rela.tlons, Koreans tend "to uphol

PRPEE

Be
a‘})\\‘

Py

»\‘b

_their tra.da.tlonal value structﬁres. : I't als\o appears that the time pp.s not yet

- come when Korea.n men and wome ca.n accept the concept‘% the equa.hty of sex-eé

)

and. the mngllng of sex roles Most Korean men cling to thelr pos'ltlon as the

Kbrea.n. women usually feel more a.dequate
8

and secure playing the trad.rtlonal fema.le roles, rather than tha.t of the 11berated

" defender and protector oﬁ the fam:.],y., ‘

14

.
i l

career women. )

1

v

3
’
P l

The leve‘la of professional success seem 10 play a large pa.rt .in the 1nter- .o

L e aF e e oohemdaes o

v1eweee' posxtlve attitud‘es toward Amemcan life. Koreans who came to America
. A

as "mature adults and.: ﬁave la.ved here less than five yea.rs are less llkely t0 be

-,

&
~

J or social status.

A

Amencan wa.ya regardlese of thezr educatzo

» -

d, Koreans who came ‘to Amenca earliér. 1n life show mu.ch less

acculturated i

t

On the other

rigidity in adaptmg and accepting Amencan oculture and 1ts va:lne system.

-

Relatlve mastery of the Englxah la.ngua.ge is the key factor 1n determm.ng

3

whethdr a Korean can peréelve‘ﬂnmerica correctly and a.ccu.ra.tely. . Dué to this

la.ngunge barner, the educatlona.l pr gr,esa of mny Koreans (par‘tleularly women)

£

\
who e.re both senmtlve and eager to learn is mpeded. Beeeuse they gencrally

".do 'not interact Qirec‘tly with othef Amerieans, their pnmary expoeure ‘%o Engllsh

N Ceme ety
«
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/ is throughi‘bhe mass inedia. Persons with 'verbal and* writte sk:.lls are abli *'g'to -
| intepact with Ameneans wh:.ch _in %urn promotes better cofimunication and - "a ", )
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Stan ng among peOple. ’; ! L . . f ’
‘ F‘J.nally, Koreans J,n the Umted States all seem to be Btnv:.ng toward their
1] 4 ! H
goal of becomng functlonal and respectable members of American soclety. +In '\j -
- - !
. .8pite of the cultural oonfl,a.ct. ,and\. language difficulties, they are making signifi- .
k cant progress in their, endeavors. Without a doubt, they all realize that education !
‘ .J * , ) ’ . N -
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