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TIME? Present, Summer

LOCALE: Talifornia , ‘ _
. \/\ ’ * ‘ )
SYNOPSIS: Six seventh-grade pen pals from New York, Chicago "
: and California meet and travel through various
parts of California
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\ 4 Death Valley 15-18
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" Level1 Episode1 . SACRAMENTO
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Chris and Nicky were‘E% the airport in
Sacramento, They were waitingifor their peh
pals to arrive.- )
Chris\said, "How will we know who they are?d
Nicky replied, “I haté t@;ir .pictures ‘here
in my pocket. Oops! Lsth1nk I forgot them!"
Suddenly, two children wa]ked toward Chrils
and Nicky. .They were wear1ng T shirts with their
names printed on them. One of the children, named
Jackie, grinned and turned around. Chris and'Nicky
laughed when they read the message: "Look what
Just flew 1n from the Windy C1ty'“ - .
Ms . Fernandez, Nicky's mother, smiled and
said to Ronnie and Jackie, "I'n glad your plane
from CGhicago has arrived. Now, where are the
" children from New York? Their flight 408 was
supposed to land at 10:30 A.M. and it is now
12:30 P.M."

Fhey soon learned thqt'the plane would be
delayed two more hours because of stormyfweather
in New York. TN .

So, Nicky's mother took the children”to the
observation deck. From there they could see the
control tower with the weather instruments on its -
roof. The childreh could also sea‘men ang women

. hard at work preparﬁnd airplanés, for flight. They-
" listened to the voices of the air traffic control-
lers ceming over a te]ephonéf\\Lz;wés fun _to pick

.
}
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up the telephone and hear the méen and women who
worked in the control tower, directing airplane

traffic on the.ground and in the air near the

airport. , N

" "What an interesting job that must be," )
thought Nicky. "I wonder. if I could learn to.do
it spmeday.t \ '

Time pgssed quickly and Les and Bobby arrived.
Les told everyone 'how they were scared by a
terrible hailstorm while they were flying. She =~
had overheard tHe cabin attendagt say that the -
haitstones were tremendou§ in size--about 3 é?ntmmters
wide. ) i . .

What a happy meeting it was! It w;s going to
be.a wopderful summer. -

Ms. Ferflandez drove the children to the ranch
where they would bé spending part of their vacation.
The four visitors were so excited as they looked®
" at the new sights and began thinking of all the fun
. they would have. Bobby was surprised to see no tall

bui]dingsy only wide open spaces. Where did everyone
Tive? Were there many children in this part of the
country? ' ) ‘ .

Nicky's mind was far away. She kept thinking
.0f the cow that was about to calve. So she told the
children about ity The scenery was forgotten. The
.Cchildren asked question after question. At last
they reached the Rancho Fernandez!

! NN: iéé: .
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v ] Even before they.unloaded the Vdﬁ, everyone

ran to the barn. What a delightful surprise! In-
stead of giving birth to one éa]f,,the cow had had
twins. She was busy licking them. A cowhand was ¢
. in the barn wiih’the animals. She asked Nicky to

think of pames for the newborns. ) .
()]

. "I know'!" exclaimed Nicky. 'JWhy don't we name
them for our guests?"

Ronnie and Jackie°whispéreq together for'a few

- moments and Jackie giggled, saying, "Let's name oﬁe
é a Winﬂy.L f '
y "How about calling the other calf Big Apple,”
_ \Fried Bobby. Ms.sFernandez agreed. ’ o ,
y . "What a great way to start our visit to Califor-
‘ nia," thought J;Ekie, He didn't know then that they would
have many advenfures and learn many new things.

Ronhie began to keep a diary)that night. She
decided to write down .everything that happened so
"she would remember this unusual ho]jday. -8

¥
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During the first week at the ranch, Ronnie had

,N;:J, Wit

a chance to write about-an exciting and scary event.
What a day it had been! Nickyyhad téken L ‘
the children exp]orihg. As fhey walked around
f LT the ranch, they say many sights. There were woods,
i §tr2ams, caves, a wooden bridge, 4 gravéyard and
- 7 ‘even an old gold mine. It felt like’a hundred-.

mile hike.
i © g ' At breakfast, Ms. Fernandez had made a maB :
- " to follow. They had reached the old train station.

No.one used it -anymore. The grass was tall and
) everything looked broken down. .The station sigft
hung on one hinge. t made squeaky noises as it
. ‘moved in thé‘wind.‘ ?t was getfing dark--time
to head back home. L ‘
Chris pointed to the deserted shacks nearby.
He said that they‘ﬁﬁghx be haunted. On a stormy
night, people had heard and seen.a ghost there.
- ‘ Bobby listened and shivered. “Could this

be a real ghost town, like the one on T.V=? He

-

shivered again, thinking, "Am I afraid?- Ors is it

‘ -
- just the wind? R '
A The wind had begun to blew hard. The sign swung
‘faster. The sky turned black. Suddenly,” it looked
like midnight. Lightning flashed. Thunder clapped.
“Then' the rain‘-came, hard and fast. ‘
Nicky.leald them to one of the shacks. They all = A
S began to run to get out of the rain. Inside, they . .
| ' -
$ . .
v ) <
L . i F \
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sat down. Thgre was nothingsto do but wait and
they were tired. The shack was dark and dusty,
and ‘the windowpaneés were shattered. What a pérfect
time and place for ‘a ghos \tory.

*Jackie asked Chfis'{f“:%]L them more about
the ghoﬁtu Bobby moved closer to Jackie. Chris
and Nicky told the tale. They had heard it many
times around the campfire. The ghost wae an old
miner @ho-banged on mining pans. Years ago, she
was the only one left after é]] the other minerg'
had given up hope of finding gold. 9She finally
disappeared deep in_the mine. Now they say she
comeg\put on stogmy nights. She calls the
other- ﬁﬁners to come ‘and see her, gold. If you
listen carefully, you can still hear her.

Bobby began to tremble again. Then Jackie
grabbed his arm. He had heard an unusual noise.
I't was a loud clanging sound that seemed to be )
coming«;]oser.‘ It grew louder and louder. Then

it stopped. ' They heard someone calling out. Could

thelghost story be true?
A quick f]ash o%qﬁ1ghtn1ng made them g]ance
toward the w1ndow A face appeared and wag gone.-

It muét be true!" Then the door opened slowly apd .
the ghost stepped in. They all screamed, but then, how’

they laughed when they saw Ms. Fernandez in her
rain poncho! A very ghostly outfit indeed!  She
‘w\had come to get them. : -

i

$
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p - How! what a re11ef and what an- eXxgiting: way to

get home! Ms. Fernandez had decided to use the old
handcar. ' It had been used by tkKe miners 1ong ago.
Now, it was ‘used by the ranch hands to get to places
quickly. Ms. Fernandez had pumped it like a seesaw
along the tracks to the o1d station.

_As they popped 1n,‘Bobby shivered again. But
this|tﬂ@e he knew it was because it was geing to
rain. So he helped everybody pump hard. Tonight
he was going .to enjoy T.V. They were going to have a
good ghost story on his-favorite program. V

«n
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’ The children spent several more days on the
randh beﬁore*they started out on their next adven-
ture: They had planned a camping tr1p to Yosem1te
Nat10na] Park. Ms. Fernandez drove them in a souther1y
direction toward their destination. Before they
entered- the south entrance of the park, they passed the
~big trees. Soﬁe of these old trees were so wide
that a car could easily pass through their trunks.
When they arrived at the nationa] park, the
group: was met by a park ranger. She told them where
to camp. Although it took a while for them to ‘find
the1T\Sp0t, it took them very little time to set up
} the1r tents.
Ear]y the next morning the park ranger led them
T on a hike"along one of the tra11s There they saw one
" of the highest waterfalls ifi-the workd. It plunged
2,425 feet down a rock wall. In other places they
d1scovered spark11ng lakes, rush1ng streams and jagged
moanta1n peaks There was so much to see!
The ch11dren decided to visit the Yosemite Museum,

which had a co]]éction of Native America? artifacts.

It Z}gﬁ"had an exhibit of the wildlife found in the
par The exhibits interested the children, but they -~ .
were gett1ng tired. So, Chris thought of a way to

relax and still take advantage of the surroundings.
They could fish 1n the lake. That evening the

ch11dren cooked the fish they had caught, over an open
- N ~J: -
- 3
T
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fire. The cbjﬁdren'agreed that.they had never
tasted sufh,gbod fish,

4 Tired and happy, the children crawled into
dh?ﬂir own “sleeping bags and quickly fell asleep--
everyone, that’is, except quEy, who was too excited
,0r just too homesick to §1¢ep., Perhaps it was the
dark or even the unfamiliar sounds he heard. He
Just could not fall asleep.

© As he lay thinking, he saw an upusual flash of

‘1ight a short distance away. Bobby became fright-
eped and did not know what to do. He crawled out
of his sleeping bag. Should he wake the others?

He was so afraid a%d he did not want the others tg
know it: ' ' (
+' . Just.as he was staﬁding up,-Bobby saw flames

shooting up in the air.

He realized that the -

danger was near.

He also remembered that the park

ranger had told fbem that it had not rained in
many days. .,

- - Quickly, he went from person to person, call-
iﬁg‘them %o wake up. They all got up and hurried
to warn othe campers about the danger. .

It was not longizbefore the campers set up a

+ "bucket br}gade“ to heltp put out the fire. Bobby
had become a hero because he was too frightened~
of the dark torfaﬂl asleep. 7 e
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One day Ms. Fernandez took the children to Death " /’
Valley. Here is what Ronnie wrote in her-diary:
_ I remember how it all started. We were talking.
~* - "What do you children know about Death Valley?" Ms.
Fernandez .wanted to know. .

"My folks told me about a te]evysioh’show they
used to watch called 'Death Ja]]ey Days,'" Bobby re-
marked. "The stories took place in a desert--you
know, hot and dry." v

"You bet!" Jackie chirped in. "It is one of the - M
pottest places in the-world. My sister told me that
the tempéraiure gets up to 120° Fahrenheit, or abdut
- 49° Celsius." .
<+ told them what I ,had rkad about Death Valley.
"It's about 140 miJegjlong,and about 15 miles wide, :
at ]east, that's what I read. And besides being hot,
it's full of wild animals that roam about at night."

"Wild .animals!" exclaimed Jackie and Les at the
4

same time. .
"Sure,? I qdded. "You know, bobcats and coyotes
. and things like that." .
"Well, is it safe for us to ride across that place?”
Chris asked. - o
’ I informed him that it was and Ms. Fernandez 4
laughed and said that we needn't worry. We would be . y 1

snug inside a vah rolling along at 55 miles per hour.
The next morning we were on our way, riding

N —~—
east on Route 100. The sun had not yet risen when
*

«
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we started on thel road. Ms. Fer&andez had decided
to leave at three in the morning so that we Would
miss the heat of the desert in the da}time. We all
knew that the drive would take more thin fouW hours.
A11.the kids were sleeping in the vdn--everyone, that

-

is, but me. M$. Fernandez let me ride wp in front
with her because I was so excited.that I could not
sleep. *

It was hard to see anything in the darkness;
but I lTistened to the hum of the ehging and thought
I' heard thé night howls of coyotes and the cries
of bobcats, Everything seemed to be going smoothly. *®

The sound of the qpirring wheels soon had my head
nodding in sleep, but that didn't last long. There

. was first a loud explodion,-then a terrific bump ' €

. which shook me out of 'my seat. )
There 1 was on the floor of the van, looking

up at Ms® Fernandpz. She was clutching the steer-
ing wheel, trying to keep the van on the road. It
seemed to be a difficult job. The screams and
cries from the back of the van weren't helping a
sbit. The van suddenly Came to a halt off the road
on a clump of désert grass. We were surrounded by-
darkness and the<?irﬁe sounds of the night pr6w19rs,
as well as by the heat. ‘

e < 4
- ’

"Is everyone all right back there?" Ms.
Fernandez asked anxiously.
One by one, the others crawled out of the rear
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Level1 Episoded . DEATH VALLEY .

of the van. We looked at the front.

"Can the van move?" Imdanted to know. I
found out pretty soon. Not only had the tire
blown, but the engine was leaking water,and the
Jlights were no longer working. -To top it off,'
our CB had shorted out. "Keep calm," I told
myself. "In an emergency you've got to thipk
fast and not panic! Now, just what can I do?" .

If only the van's flashers were working.

Suddetly, an idea came to me. A flashlight!

Ms. Fernandez had one in the glaVe compartment.

I knew just what to do! Hopping‘into the van,

fee]in% my way carefully in‘th darkness, L
\_grabbed what I knew was a flashTight. Now{

frpm all that I had read, I knew that if any

people weré&witg}ﬂ~a twozmile range, they would

see our ﬁights,'sihce 1ight travels in a straight

line. o _ ‘

I stood in' the road Eﬁﬁuétarted,flashing my
light: three Short‘flashes, three long, then
three short again. hi paused. Then I began

F

the signals over. Over and over, I repeated the
Alashes. . ‘
// It seemed like ;uch a long time. I was tired.
The flashlight was getting dimmer'and the desert
seemed to be closing around us.
A1l of a sudden Bobby shouted, "Look!"

We turned to where he pointed. A faint light

\ i

h |
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seemed’ to be coming toward us. ‘ .
Soon we could see that> there were twg, 1ights,
the headlights "of a moving truck. As the lights came
nearer, eV;ryone jumped up and down, cheering. At =
last we had company. Maybe it would be a friend..
The lights came cldser to us and stoppe&.
'The,driver.jumped down from the cab of the truck.
She had been on her way to Scotty's Castle, a part
of Death Valley to the north of us. “She had decided
© to %nvestigate because she had.seen the flashes of
light. : T 1
"Those flashes were in Morse code," she §aidi
“That's why I came to check them out. Who sent the
é%gnal?" t
A .I/Etépped forward. ~She -put hgr hand out to shake
mine. - R
"That was a clever idea!" she exclaimed., "If
I had not seen your signal, I might have thought
it was a mirage. VYou are a lifesaver. 1I'11 radio
fot help on my CB. Meanwhile, all of you hop into
the truck. It's getting mighty warm out here."
I felt happy and proud, and even though I was
still egbitgd, I fell asleep right away. -+ It had
"been a long morning. :
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Another day, Ms. Fernandez took the children
_to the Mojave Desert. Les, too, waslkeeping.a diary, ~hyj
and here is what she wrote for that day:
The part of the wacation that I will never forget
was the. trip to-the Mojave Desert. “After resting
at the ranch for ‘a few days, we pestered Ms. ‘Fernandez )
to continue our quiﬁorqia tour. At last the van
was repaired and We were off again.
It-was a long ride but a lot of fun., We all
joined .in a sing-along, and Jackie entertained
us with his corny jokes. He even fooled us with
a toy.rattlesnake. I was busy taking a million
pictures. The others teased me for being so quiet
as we rode along. Still, I could feel that they,
liked me and I was happy being with my new friends.
The Mojave Desert was even more beautiful than
‘Ms. Fertnandez had.described: Just before we arrived,
it had rdined and many flowers were in bloom. I
noticed white daisies ‘and some red 1ilies just like-.
ones I had seen in a florist shop at home. Nibky
told 'us that the cactus had juice inside. She said
that+/people could chop a cactus stem and squeeze out
its juice to drink. I learned that even small
animals feed on cacti. Everyone was talking 'at

}

once and pointing out the windows .
Bobby shouted, "Look at that cactus! It must be
12 feet tall." .

Nt

W
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" I really wanted to take a picture of that cactus;
J wijh'my friends standing around it. I asked Ms.
. Fernandez to gtop'the van. She decided it was a good
'spot for us to explore and stretch -our “legs. . So o
NS out we jumped. We looked in the burrows of the desert
rodents but the only animals we spied were jackrabbits,
some toads in puddles and one tiny, spiny lizard.
Jackie scooted after one to catchrit; probably to put.
it in one of our beds some night. A1l of a sudden v -

%

we heard a loud cry. When we ran towards the sound,
there was Jackie, holding his Teg, howling in pain.
Nearby was a diamondback--a poisonous rattlesnake,’
slithering back under _a rock. A1l the kids were , »
screaming and I shouted, LDon't move, Jackie!" %Since
my dad was a nurse, I kne;QUackie needed help right
away. ' -
You know, the other kids always called me "Doc"
because.I had a first-aid kit. I felt a little
silly but now it really came in handy! First, I .. ) :
fastened my belt above the bite wound, and then
I ran back to the van to get the first-aid kit. In
the meantime, Ms. Fernandez was already using her
new CB to get a doctor. I washed the wound with
peroxide, hoping to wash away some of the poison. ¢
Poor Jackie! He was so pale and still from shock.
It seemed Tike a Tomg time passed befor% we L
heard the roar of a helicopter. %ien the chopper
']anded, a woman and a man hopped out and one of them /

Project Ideas:

\]




i
)

Level T Episode5 MOJAVE DESERT

examinéd.Jackie., The pilot helped carry Jackie
back to the 'copter'. When they heard that I-

had cieaned and band%ged Jackie's leg, they were -

surprised and pleased,.and said that I'd really helped.
They asked me to ride with Jackie to the hospital,.

It was great&v Thevv1ew of the desert from above

<

was even more beaut1fu1 but I was too excited to

* take a single picture.

-~
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, Level t Episode 6 - PALOMAR

Dankﬁéss had spread quickly.

Ronnie looked up at the cloudless sky.and
exclaime@, "I have never seen sd& many stars at
oné time in my L;fe " ‘a 3

Les remarked, "That's Bﬁﬁy because we are
so far away . from the big cities with their lights
and air pollution. The lights and dust make it
difficult to see the sky."

Bobby said, "Oh, that reminds me., Telescope
observatories are usually built on mountains
and fér away from big citie's‘g so the .stars can
be seen more clearly. I also heard that some of
the biggest observatories are in California. I
only we could get @o see the Palomar Mountain
0bservat6ry. ”

Ms. Fernandez must'haVe read their minds.

She was ready for this next trip. She had a pilot
friend who wa} willing to fly them to Palomar.
She also had an astronomer friend who worked at
{‘Palomar\ Arrangements were made for the trip.

The astronomer was to give them a special tour of

Palomar, one thé% most. peop]e’Qid not get. ~
- A half-moon was very bright that evening.

Les pointed out that the craters on the moon
. ' were easier to see when there was a half-moon
than when the moon was full. She pointed out the
Big Dipper and explained that one could tell the

///directfon of north by fof]owing'the pointer star.
<

+
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. :They started out for Palomar eé?Ty the next
day. ‘ . ,
" When they arrived at Palomar, all they saw
was a huge, mile-high mountain. As they drove up
a winding two-lane highway in their rented car, they
were able see a bﬁi]dihg on top of the mountain.
It 1ookeJ/T?ke ; planetarium. The building was large.
There were no signs of tourists. Ms. Fernandez's,
astronomer friend led them into an air-conditioned "
room. There they saw photographs of stars and
galaxies. They also saw the huge telescope. .
The astronomer explained that they were being

treated to a very special tour that the public was «
not able to see. She pushed a button and the dome
opened, revealing the gk¥. When she pushed another:
button, the huge~te1escope turned. It moved about
as if it were looking for a specjayapt;r.

. As the group Tooked around, she explained
that this was one of the largest telescopes in the
world. She said that it had taken about one.year
for the huge glass mirror to cool off after it had
been melted and poured! The astronomer pushed
still another button and the telescope moved in a
new direction. A tiny cage at the top of the

telescope had a seat for the astronomer, and there
she could direct the te1escope to po1nt to the part
of the heavens she wanted to ‘study.

Many unexplained objects in space were now
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able to be seen through this huge telescope. The

“

-

instrument was so large that it cbuld gatHer
light from parts of the sky that no one had been able
to observe®efore. The lTights from these distant
obJects could be recorded on photographs.
' Nicky asked, "Can we look in the telesgope?”

The astronomer explained that it is used most]y
at night, when it is easier to see the. stars.
At night, no one is allowed 1ntolthe observatory.
At that time the astronomers are busy taking

‘picture§. They are also checking the temperatures
_of‘the stars and galaxies they are studying. '

-~ * Ronnie, who had been ]1sten1ng very care-
fu]]y, asked, "Can you really see more stars

“herk than we can in Chicago? I'd really like to

see them all."
-, "Yes, that dis true," said the astronomer. 1If
you are interested in learning about the stars,

you may come to Palomar to study themvsomeday."

Ronnie looked up at her as she smiled and

‘thought, "How beautiful it would be to know -
" enough to be an astronomer working here at Palomar!
It would be 1ike being a true explorer of the unknown."

As the astronomer pushed another button,
Bobby TookgﬂQEp at the tiny cage on top of the
te]escope He, too, thought, "If I were the astron-

~ omer s1tt1ng there, what would I get to look at,

exp]ore and d1scover?"

>
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s : .This time when the astronomer pyshed a . :
special control button, the huge telescope turned
- back to its driginal position, ready for her co-
workers who would be using it that night. The
dome closed and for a moment there was darkness
in the observatory. When the doors %pened, the
children realized it was still daytime.

* As they filed out, Bobby said, "Let's explore
the stars tonight with my bi%ocu]grs.( I have a
stand for.them. We can lodk at;Zhe moon’'s crater's /
and at some of the stars in the Big Dipper." ‘ s

That evening they looked through Bobby's
binoculars.- They were abl /to clearly see huge
craters on the moon. ‘

They were really/surprised when they looked
at the Big Dipper.,  In the-pot of the Dippe
they.sdw stars they had not been able to. see
before. The stars looked like hundreds of glis-

.tening and spgr&f&ng diamonds. The sky looke
as if it were-illed with beautiful fireworks.

"Wow, what & sight this is!" exclaimed Les.
"I'11 never forget it. Now I know why the astrons

- ’ omer at the Hayden Planetarium in New York says
that there are more stars in the sky thanythere

* " are grains of sand on all the beachgs of%the world.™
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The longs 'hot, dugty ride through the Mojave
Desert made the children restless. They: N
could not wait éo get te Santa Barbara. Jackie,
who.had never seen aw ocean before, except in pictures,
was the most eager/ao get there. Les and Bobby
were happy too, since they had seen and swum in
the Atlantic Ocean, but had nevér been to the '
Pacific Coast of the United g%ates Ms. Fernandez
had suggested Santa Barbara because she had lived
there some years before. She remembered the’ '
béﬁutifu]]ynélegn, sandy beaches.
They arrived in‘ganta Barbara early in the
afternoon, with enough time to get irto their
bathing suifs and head for the beach.
As Ms. Fernandez drove them toward the beach,
they began to smell a sirange odor in the air. As
ggey neared the road leading to the beach, they
und a traff1c Jam in both d1rect1ons * The po11ce
officer d1rect1ng traffic waved them past the ‘
road 1e$d1ng to the beach. What was going on?
Ms. Fernandez stopped the car to ask a passer-
* by what the prohlem was. The woman exp1a1ned that there
had been an 0il spill and that the beach was
covered with 0il. Many birds were dead or dying

=== because of this 01l spilt.  She also-satd—that s

peop]J were pitching in to help clean up the mess.
The children were disappointed. They could not go

swimming. ’ 6

.

h 4
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Chris hLd an igea. If they couldn't swim,
at least they could be of be]p. Everyone agreed,
Ms. Fernandez drove until she found a parking
spot and they all &alked down to the beach. They
+ found that straw had been spread on the beach to
soak up the oil. He]pﬁess ducks and waterfowl,
covered with black 01], were ;ry1ng to f]y. In-
stead, they were staggering and shivering. ‘Some
" lay dead on the beach. The group found the person
in charge of the cleanup. People had brought
o]d c]othes to be used as rags. Storekeepérs had

donated salad oil and detergent to help c]ean the

birds. - ' )
Ms. Fernandez and the ch11dnen soon pitched

in and helped clean up some of £he birds. They
worked for 'several hours. The children were ready
to leave the beach,. }

They looked out at the ocean and saw the
cause of the problem. It was the oil-drilling
rigs. ThesSe looked like island towers. Black
crude oil was cozing from one of thé rigs-. In the
distance the group couyld see Coast Guard ships
lTaying oyt Styrofoam booms to prevent the oil from
spreading. Overhead, he]icoﬁter pilots were watch-
ing the w1nd and tide and were directing the
activities of the_ Coast Guard ships.

Although Ahe children were really disappointed
that they cod(jﬁnot swim in the ocean, they were
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' proud that they were able to help save thé lives
of some birds. Ms. Fernandez told the children 2
& Y
that they could not take for granted all*the beauty
oprature: They would have to work to keep the earth
a safe place for all living things. '
{
’ :
&
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/
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Everybody p{Téﬂ into fhe back of an open
truck to go to the rodeo in Salinas. The ranch
hands and the children wére,cohfortab]e on the
hay #n the bed of the truck. One of the ranch
hands had a guitar and they sang western songs
all the way. 'Chris loved western songs the best
becaﬁse they were about horses and cattle. They
reminded him of his 1ife.on the ranch and his love
for animals. He was excited because it was his
first rodeo and he -was eager to see and pet all
the animals. Chris happily jumped off the back
of the truck and ran towards the entrance gate.
He stopped suddenly whén he saw the sign that
said, "$1.00 for children and $2.50 for adults."

"I don't have $1.00," he fhought to him-
self. "How will I get in?"

The other people came up behind him and
stopped too. ' 4 ’ )

"What's wronpg, Chris?¢'Nicky asked. She
knew him well and could tell he was upset.

Just then, Ms. Fernandez smiled and said,
"Here's everyone's tickets."’

Cheering, they .rushed through-the gate. The
large arena was empty. They took their seats and
waited for something to happen. At last, the
band struck up and people on horses, in beautiful
western clothes, carrying flags, marched together
into the ring. Everybody cheered!
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Chris loved the beautiful palominos, ,

with their flowing manes and lively steps. How
he wished he could ride one. It would be the

answer” to his most secret dream. The rodeo
"events began as soon as the parade of horses
Cleft the arena. Chris felt bad for the calves

because they were handlied so roughly, thrown

down and tied up. .It was more fun watching the
_ Brahman bulls. When they threw the riders, the
clown came out to tease the bulls while the

cowhands ran for safety.
Chris didn't like the next event at all.
He noticed the spurs®on the cowhands' boots, as, =

)
' the cowhands clutched the reins of the bucking broncos.
He felt sad about the horses and told.the others
he would walk around outside to see the animals

in their pens.

Chris looked at the different animals. He

petted some calves and colts. He gave hay to

some cows to eat and a lump of sugar, fhich he
had in his pocket, to a beautiful palimino. ¢€hris A

stayed around the?pa1ominos because they were his

favorites.
Just then Chris noticed that one of the colts was
loose and was walki away. -He grabbed its halter
and brought the €olt to its owner. The owner was
so pleased that she)asked Chris what reward he
would like.
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Chris said quickly, "I wauld love to ride
the big palomino." -

"Cah you ride?" asked the owner.

"Oh, yes! I'm a.good rider!" cried Chris.

"Great!" The owner went into the pen and
led the pa]om1no out. .
‘ Getting.a boost up, Chris tQBk the reins

Y

in his hands as the owner shortened .the stirrups
for him. .

His heart beat fast as he rode the horse all
a#ound the animal pens. ‘The horse seemed to love
having him on its back and it trotted proudly.

At that moment, Chris heard Bobby shout, "How

'dig you get on that horse?%

Nicky came up with the.camera and started
taking pictures.

A1l the kids shouted, "Hurray for Chris!"

s and the horse took a few little dance steps, threw
back its head and neighed. It was the Wappiest

moment of Chris'_]ife.
Y

J

-
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It was hard to be11eve that.the summer was ) o
over. Vacation time was énding and soon the =
friends would be parting. Nicky was thinking A
about her new friends. what could she do to

make
they

She h
she 1
she r
speci
at De
had b
on a

how m

hod?e

teles
the s
showe
Nicky
shot

gay t
!ghost

11k£
birds-
helpi

their last day together at the fiesta one
would always remember?
There had been so many exciting moments!

ad Egken pictures to record them. Now, as
ooked through the collection of phetos, ’*{‘
ecalled-the events that had made this a

al summer. - There was a snapshot of Ronnie
ath Valley, near the place where the van 3 .
roken down. Another picture showed Chris o
palomino 'at the Salinas rod Nicky knew: '
uch it had meant to Chris to ride that

" It had been a dream come true.
Now Nicky Tooked at/é/;qoto of the Palomar
cope. It wa's so high in the.gountains that
tars seemed much closer. Another photo T
d Bobby stargazing with his binocu]ars

1aughed to herself when she saw the snap«
of Les pumping a handcar. That was the

heyihad all thought Ms. Fernandez was a

$he had scared them silly! .

“Some of their adventures were not so funny,
the forest fire.at Yosemite and the 0oil-covered

at Santa Barbatra. It really had felt great
ng to save théfz bids. Bobby, the hero of

<~
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the’?%i at Yosemite, was one of her new buddies.
"Pdor Jackie had beep bitten on the leg by &
snake’. There was the picture of-Jackie in the

MOJave‘Deserf,.being carried away in a helicopter.
Thanks to Les, Jackie was ﬁ%]]ﬁgpw and would be at
the fiesta with them.
_ The idea for the fiesta had happened in this
- way. Ronnie had been reading about the old days in
California 'and suggested having the fiesta--a real
old-fashioned Spanish party. Ms. Fernandez agreed
because they had missed the.one in Santa Barbara.
They had been too busy caring for the sick birds
to care about a” fiesta. .
_ fhis fiesta was going to be a farewell party.
So everyone decided to do somefhing special. Jackie
was going to be the announcer and Ronn{e decided to
perform magic tricks. -Bobby and Les were going to
gather squvenirs to be put in the pinata that
Ms. Fernandez was mikihg. Chris decided to play
the guitar and teach everyone soﬁé western songs.
Only Nicky wouldn't tell anyone what she planned ®
to do. It was to be a surprise--the biggest one
) :%f all. It would be something that everyone youlg
love. Of that she was sure. ' . L
. £

P
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Nicky watched the ranch hands as they hung
decorations for the fiesta in the big opén yard.
There were twenty old Spanish lanterns. A large
pinata in the shape of a burro hung by a rope '
from the branch of a tree. It Qas madepp f papief—
mache and was decorated with many colored dots
and designs. Eight long tables covered with ' -
lovely paper'1ace-patterned tablecloths had been set
in the yard. In the center of each tab]e'was a vase of
flowers. Now Ms. Fernandez was helping to set the
food on one big table. A ranch hand was preparing
a large pot of beans and rice. What a delicious
smell there was as he stirred them on the fire!
Friends of‘ﬂé: Ferhandez were beginning to
arrive. They were dressed in costumes. Some
wore sombreros, others shawls and qo]orfu]
skirt§ and some were in the costumes worn by
bullfighters., It was so beautiful! ﬂicky was
busy taking pictures of them all.

///The music piayed while people began talking and
singing. Then Jackie welcomed the guests and “the )
entertadinment began. Each-of the children got up in
turn‘to perform.” Ronnie did some tricks with cards
and handkerchiefs. Her magic tricks were amazing.

Next, Chris sang a song in gpanish and played his guitaﬁ.'

A11 the others joined in and sang along. Snap!
.Click! Nicky's camera was in action once more.

[

i
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When the program was over, Ms. Fernandez
called the children over to the big tree where the
pinataﬂhung; She
put a blindfold on Nictky and gave her the stick.

Now it was time for the priges.

Nicky knew what to do.

She took the stick and hit

the papier -Rac

onkey hard, aga1n and again.

came -all the beaut1fu1 seuven1rs

The children

Qut

scrambled for ghe g1fts and the other guests laughed. ¢

"They age all for you," said Ms.

) "You can thankK Bobby and Les. They want you to
v remember this fiesta for a long time."

Fernandez

Nicky waitﬁd until everyone was quiet and
enjoying the food and gifts. Then she said to
- her fr1ends, “I have a surprise, too! Come, and
- I w111 show you whatb1t is." ,
She taquqﬂt a large, flat box and gave it

to Ms, Fernzhdez After Ms> Fernandez opened, .
the bcx ‘Sﬁe said nothing for a moment. Then :
she showed the children what was inside. Five

books of spapshots! On tge

cover of each were the

There~were the photos:

well as Ms.

Fernandez.

o -wordsﬁLUDOS AMIGOS. P,
.of Jatkie, Les, Bobby, Chris, and Ronnie, as

"1 took more pictures for your last pages,"

«

" saicr,wcky i - ,
"But there are no p1ctures of you, N1cky'"

sa1d Les. -
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“Oh, bt ¢ there are," said Ms. Fernandez.
"I made sure to get a few pictures, so Nicky'
will have happy memories, too!" i

A1l of .he «children smiled as they looked |
at their albums. Nicky smiled, too. Hers had
been a woriderful gift, more wonderful than she
had imabined!

5 &
@ . ’
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Lovolzyplsoder NEW YORK

A letter from Nigky:. . . . _
I ab§o1ute1y Tove New York! Even though I'm
not a native New Yorker (my hometown is Sacramento,
California), I can make that statement from my heart.
What convinced me was the time I made my first visit
;here. This is whét happened. Chris and I met
Ronnie and Jackie (our Chicago friends) at 0'Hare
International Airport in Chicago. From there-we
boarded a plane for Neh York, which Tanded aheadgof .
schedule becauge of a favorable tail wind. The flight
: was nonstop and scheduled to arrive at 10:55 P.M.
We wanted to Tand Tater in the evening to avoid the
New York City rushﬁhoug traffic. ’ ‘
As our plane approached John F. Kennedy Airport,
Jackie, Ronnie, Chris and I were amazed to see the
skyline all aglow with tiny rectangles of yellow
. flickering lights along the horizon. How easy it
. was to recognize some of the taller 1andmarks The
Tw1n Towers of the WOr1d -Trade Center looked like
rectangular g;;hts among the neighboring structures.
We could also see the Statue of Liberty. Chris
immediately opened his guidebook to the section on
"the $tatue of Liberty.and informed us that the
statue, including its base, is 305 feet high. We
were amazed when he told us that the index finger
alone is 8 feet long. We also saw the Empire State
Building, stretching 102 stories into the air.

-

'
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Although Jackie and
in Chicago, a h
"Twins," they,

nnie had seen the Sears Tower
ge building even taller than the

00, we;e impressed with these famous
landmarks. |

We stepped out of the passengers' arrival

area and were greeted by Bobby and Les, our two New
York chums. They were busy‘videotaping our arrival,
Les -said, "O.K(, Bobby, this could make a good open-

ing’scene."
"Wow, Ronnie" Bobbie exclaimed ‘when he saw
her. "You really look superi”

Ronnie was proud. She had been following a
healthy food plan to lose weight and was much slimmer
than she haé been a year ago. After exchanging
greetings and comments, we were introduced to the two
chaperones, Terry and Gil, who would escort us .on
our East Coast tour of colonial and revolutionary
America. They showed .us to the van we would be using
for our trip--Probe I. Was it ever an amazing piece
of machinery! It really turned me on. The “front
could be detached from“the rear gnd be used as a
"Ground Exploring Module." It was very compact -and

_had many special -features. There was a mini-Tab in
which specimens could be examined and an area for
developing film. We were going to be able to have a
photographic record of our tour. This was my real
interest, since Les and I are photographers. There

Project Ideas:
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were lounging chairs, a sound system, equipment for
videotaping, and some reference books for research.
It Tooked as though we were in for an incredible

s adventure, ’ fV/r“"‘

4
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An entry from Nicky's diary:

Now, I'd heard that New York was huge, but
this tﬁ{p was an eye-epener. We started on a
walking tour of lower Manhattan through the
oldest section of the city. Les and Bobbyz'
got rtéﬁy to videotape parts of their town. They
knew exactly what they wanted to tape because
they had done ‘their planning during the school
year. Our tour took us on narrow streets
named Wall, Mill, Cherry and Stone. As we walked
down these twisting streets, we were told
tn&{\séch name had an ihteresting story. Wall
Street, which had been built in 1653, when New
York was still a Dutch colony, once had a wall,
as a boundary. Stone was the first street to be
paved with cobblestones by the Dutch. Mill

’Sgneet housed a mill, and Cherry Street once

ran through a cherry orchard. ;

We were able to visit the old Federal
Hall Npliona] Memorial. It stands on the site
of Washington's 1789 presidential inauguration.
A huge statue of the first President overlooks

the area, remindiﬁg us that New York City was
the-first capital of the newborn nation.

From Federal Hall, we went to nearby City
Hall. We stood on the spot where -the patriots
had rallied, in 1776, and shouted the cry of
liberty. AN bf us felt proud to be living in
America. (
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«~w~4“m““j~mw~Another ptace of interest was the oldest a

church, building in Manhattan, St. PalT s~
_ . Chapel, whose origindl.cornerstone was laid-

.in 3764, 'We saw Fraunces' Tavern, where Wash-
A de11vered his farewell address. this

' as well as a museum. We stopped and had a b1te
to eat.
Off in the d1stance dur1ng our 1k1ng
tour we saw a crowd of peop]e 1ook1ng toward
the Broo@]yn Bridge. Cameras in hand, we headed
in that direction What an amazing sight met
our eyes! Before us, high on a boom, was a

‘camera operator. She was shooting a scene

for a.movie that was taking place below on.

the bridge, now cleared of traffic. ‘There were

many police officers helping the filmmakers

by rerouting trafﬁﬁc'and EOntrETWing the crowd.

I can see'why a lot of ‘fil@s are made in New L

- York. - Wandering off tn another direction, I
focused my camera on a scene that was taking
p]ace further on. éitand1ng on the south-
west corner - of Park Row was someone peer1ng
through‘what appeared to be a telescope on a

. tripod. I sauntered’ over to her and watched for a

moment wh11e she and her partner worked

mak1ng s1gna1s to each other. Later, as I

~ Atalked with her, I found that they Were surveyors
~ 4 v *

place has been restored and now serves as a restaurant

.
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and were mapping parE§,of the city. The
instrument they were,using was called a "transit."
It was at this moment that I turned around
and headed back toward my'grgup, but they, were
nowhere to be seen. Here I was, alonein Manhattan,
With no real idea of how to*get back:to the
notei. It was time to gather up my go@rgge
and get directions. This was no place to be
lost, especially since i} was getting late ~
Lucki]y, I spotted a group of senior c1t1zens
* who were taking a tour. They were friendly
and directed me to the subway. We talked for,
a few minutes and they posed for me. I knew
that these pictures 'would be a reminder of a both
happy and scary adventure: As we said ou;
good-byes, they pointed the way to the IRT
Brooklyn Bridge subway station. Then, with
the directions given me by other helpful-
New Yorkers on the subway train, and by read-
ing the subway map, I was able to,reach my ‘(
hotel in no time. Jhere, I was met by'my
group. They were amazed that I'd been able
"to find my way through.a strange Ci&i- of
cOrse, I knew the reason. New Yorkérs were
friendly and ready to assist. Anyway, my
exper1enqe was a good one.
I'd like to come back to New York C1ty
and make a film about its history at the end: .

of this .century.
We left New York wisning.we had moré time
to 'see- all the other interesting sights.
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The youngsters and their .chaperones were

in a rétaxed mood. They were traveling-along

" the New York Thruway in their mini-van, Probe 1I.
They were going from New York City to Upstate
New York. Everyone was talking about the _
equ1pment that had been packed into the van.
Probe I had cdmping and fishing equipment, a
microscope, mater1als for developing photographs,
binoculars, cameras and the portable videotape
system. After a long ride, the group arrived at
ijatoga National Historical Park. The young- -
sters were well acquainted with the area. They
had done research on events that had occurred
there many years ago.

Ronnie went~directly to the Saratoga Battle
*Monument. It marked the defeat of the British
General John Burgoyne. The battle had been led by
the Colonial Commanding General Horatio Gates.

As N1cky snapped pictures, she thought to
herself, "How would it have been to live through

the battle?"
i While the guides f1red the cannon, Chr1s i

thought about the American Revolution. He
remembered Molly Pitcher, who bravely fired the
cannon after her husband had fainted from exhaustion
and heat during the battle. Molly Pitcher was

not her real namé. It was a nickname given to

her by the regiment because she carried pitchers

A
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+
of water to the fyront line during the battles.
Her real name was Mary Hays. _
‘ On Fraser Hill, the highest point in the
R park,, they had a panoramic view of the battle-
field. Costumed guides explained the events
that had occurred there and showed where the
battles had raged for almost one full month
in 1777. ) '
Later they picnicked on the grounds of
the battlefield. Jackie and Ronnie studied
“a map of the events. They pointed out how
Burgoyne had come south from Fort Ticonderoga
at the northern part of béke George, and had
almost defeated the colonials at FqQrt Edward.
After vidédtaping some of ‘the battle
scenes and Fgrt Schuyler, the"group headed
for Lake George. They retraced the old paths
that had been taken by the Colonial army in
the war that had given our nation its indepen-
dence. They talked about the ha;ds%ip§ that
the soldiers faced. Those brave people had-to
walk and drag their supp]ies.throuiﬁvthe.rugged
vo-=}-- - - wmountains.of the Adirondacks.. Lés amd*Nicky
tried to relive the events, as they shot some
pictures of the rolling hills ‘surrounding them.
Then they took pictures of the majestic mountains
farther away to get a complete se&ting. -
> Later, the group arrived—gf/Hearthstone

-

-
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Levef2 Episode 3  SARATOGA, NEW YORK

Point State Park. It was a camping area on

Lake George. The park was already crowded with
campers, but there was still room for the group.

The helpful park rangers showed them where they

could park Proge I. Nicky and Ronnie set up'

the caﬁpsﬁte and pitched their tents while the it

N

others searched for wood for their fire. Arrange-
ments were made to rent a sailboat for their next

dﬁy's activities. .
. ~ ‘\\\\
It was late. It had been a full day of

.o sightseeing and traveling.- Everyone was ready
for dinner and an early bedtime. 7




rn(l'\\,"

SeATIIA, FORR
foure IV
FromT- DRIVE

PrLBe I modure

W‘""’ -
Lomos

Wikbowd 4

OPENING LIFY
FOR ENTRY

e CAMPING,
EQUIPAENT
STORAGE

VIDED -
EQuIPMENT
STORAGE

. SEMTI For FOUR. | y
. . IN Résernel Pdation oF G d
PROB € Vel




~Level 2 Episode 4 LAKE GEORGE, NEW YORK e
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The PYrobe I- team had planned to arrive at
Lake George the next day. Nicky, Jackie and
Bobby wahted to go fishing.\ STe#y, one of the
chaPeroqes, was to go a]%hg ith them. They
planned to leave at sunrise’'to try their luck fishing
and then to return to pick up the others at
ten 0'clock.  After that, the whole group‘was to
explore the lake. Chris and Ronnie‘were‘Very
interested in doing some scientific studies
of the lake, and Les wanted to take photographs.
A sail to Fort Ticonderoga at the other
> end of the 32-mile lake was also .to be squeezed
into their busy day. They even planned to
' swim and picnic on an island.
' Nicky, Jackie and Bobby woke up just
before dawn and ran to wake Terry. They didn't
want to lose any time. A few good fishing spots
had been pointed out to them at the boat rental
office. After a quick but hedlthy breakfast,
they quietly departed. As they left the camp-

.2

site, the sun.was just rising.

The rest of the group got up later and had
a more leisurely breakfast of orange juice,
buckwheat pancakes, eggs and hot cocoa. Then
they prepared the things they“needed for
their explorations. Ronnie and Chris got out
their glass collecting jars and plankton net.to
collect specimens of plant and animal life in

@ .
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the Take. They made sure they had the binoculars.
Then theﬁ/égrefully packed the picnjc coolers

with food for lunch ana dinner. They were ready
for their outing.

.Les found the time to develop the roll of
_fi]m Nicky had taken the day before. After
hanging the film to dry, she carefully loaded
the camera for Bobby and herself. They had
@ade a pact that they would take turns developing

and printing the film. When those who had re-
mained at the campsite w;r\ just about ready to
leave, a triumphant Nicky, éckie; Bobby and
Terry returned with three 2>pound lake trout.
They had already cleaned and prepared the fish
for the freezer.

It was still early in the morning as they
all boarded the boat. Les and Bobby carefully
carried the videotape equipment on board. The
air smelled clean and there was an Adirondack
chill in the air. White puffy clouds drifted
slowly overhead. The sun sparkled on the blue
water, The Take looked clean as they pulled
away from the dock. At that hour, only a few other
boats were out on the Lake. Les and Bbbby were
eager to use their equipment to videotape the scenic
beauty that surrounded them. Since Ronnie already
had some experience with boats, it was decided that
for a while she would control the tiller. _She
checked to make sure that everyone was wearing life
_preservers. ’

o
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- The boat set out im a due-north direction.
The lake was calm for a while, then suddenly they
were hit by some swells. The swe]]s‘were caused
by the lake cruiser, the huge S.S. Ticonderoga,
which was loaded with passengers on their way to
Fort Ticonderoga. Everyone exchanged greetings
by waving hands, as the group's small boat rocked
“in the wake of the larger boat.

Two other sjghtseeing boatg appeared before
long. Chris focuSed her binoculars on them
and reported that their names were the S.S.
Mohican and the S.S? Minniehaha. These boats -
were also packed with sightseers, who were out
on shorter trips.

Soon after sailing throﬂah the widest
. part of the lake, they came to an area dotted
with islands. Les saw campsites with tents on
the islands and thought, "What fun! The campers
could only get to their island campsites by
boat."

Jackie said, "Let's stop at Glen Island
to say hello to the rangers. While we ‘are
there, we can get literature and a map of
Lake George." )

They went ‘to the ranger station on Glen

* Island, introduced themselves and began to ask

!
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the ranger questions about the area. “They were

all concerned abput water pollution and were glad
to learn that the Take water in ‘the Lake George
region was still pure enoughﬂto drink. Thé?

were also told how they could reserve an is]an%

campsite:

ch}ie said, “Wou]dq't it be fun to return
here someday and camp on an island?"

Everyone shouted in agreement. After
saying good-bye, the group continued on their trip.

A4

1
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Level2 Episode5

After leaving Glen Island on their journey’
north .to Fort Ticonderoga, the group passed many
other islands. Then they came to another wide
part of the lake. There were fewer boats and
houses on the shoreline in this area.

Chris said, "This must’ be what the:lake
Tooked likeyduring the -revolutionary war,
and even before, when Nati Americans had
the area all to themse]ves?i

Nickey said, "I»wonder if one of ‘the refer-
ence books we have in Probe I has any pictures
of the area?" ) -~

A seaplane flying overhead made them think
that from high above the lake they Tould really
™ee the lake as it had been hundreds of years
ago. The geological changes of nature occur
slowly over thousands of years. -As Bobby
panned the video camera over the scene, Nitcky and
Chris took nqtes that would help them write
their audio script \wfn théy returned home. So
far, it had been a terrific-day!

When they reached Fort Ticonderoga, they
tied up the boat.and hired a taxi to take them
to the Fort. At the Fort they viewed a display
of cannon, firearms, swords, uniforms, powder
horns, paintings, Native American artifactsA'
and equipment that had been used duriﬁg the French
and Indian War and the revo]utioqary_war. Les had

« {

f
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ﬁ .
obta1ned special permission to record a]] of th1s

on v1deotape .

>

After a'guided tour and a cannon firing
demonstration, wh#ch was also recorded on |

qiap, . of the Colonials under General Arthur S§. Clair.
He was-the general who had been surprisﬁﬁjand
defgated by General Burgoynetgﬁd his British
troops. .
In ord;r to videotgge, Les -and Bobbyfhad.
to climb up to the tdp of Fort Defiance. They
mounted the video camera on a tripod and taped
o the group as they moved.arpund befow in the Fort.
They knew that this high camera aLg]e'would
ekp}ain why General Burgoyne had secretly
mounted his cannon on this-spot in 1777. Now
" the group coulg-understand why “the Colonials had
* . had to leave without a shot being fired. The
Colonials were able to defeat,Genera] Burgoyne's
army at Saratoga on]y after they were able to
'regroup
.. The next s1ght to catch their attention  —
was the.view from the summit of .Mount Defiance.
From there, Les and Bobby panned their v1deo
camera over the beautiful countrys1de The group
-~ could see a view of¥Lake Champlain, the valley
éandﬁthe Green Mountains of Vermont, as well ds

videotape, the group decided to reenact the defeat

" Fort Ticonderoga. It was quite a sight! . &
Y
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Their plans had QOnE w%]]. It was three
0o'clock when they returned to the boat. Their
32-mile trip South to their campsite was going
so smoothly that they decided to stop at Paradise
Bay. In the quiet and beaaty of the bay, they
swam and enjoyed them5ﬂ1ves

Later Bobby and Nicky cooked d*nner ov%r .
an open .fire at one of the picnic sites. Les
and Chris cleaned up and-washed the .dishes when .
everyone: had finished eating.,

“The group returped the rented.bodt, picked ,
up Probe I, and.drove bBack to their campsite. _ .o
§%§ There were jars of water samples to-be
ana]}Zeq, film to be develvped and printed,

videotapes to be viewed and rogks to be o N
studied. A1l agreed that they were too tired
to do everything that night. ’ .

f’Tﬁe pleasant events of the day were re-
viewed. as they sat arouqd the campfire. Les and
Bopby were complimented by their friends for S »
the mature way in which they had worked %ogepher. o '
They fad done a great job of recording the events L ox
of the day. N1cky played the gu1tar\wh1]e
everypne sdng favor1te songs. .

X]though no words were spoken, they 511 had et

a specral/fee11ng of friendship and team sp1r1t -
as they carefu]]y put out ;he1r campf1re and x/ﬂt
to’ bed. ’ -7

4 . s
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%he group sat around the campfire at the
Lake George camﬁbroundé ta]king about their trip
experiences., Chris said, "In the earlyscolonial
days, there were very few settlers in this area.
The Mohawks had it all to themselves. They
lived here in harqeny with nature. It's hard
to imagine the land as it was thent There
were just animal trails- and the paths made by
the tribal people." i

. ~ Everybody's interest was sparked by Chris'
vivid picture of those days. Jackie, excited
by Chris' thought, added, "Yes, Mohawk people
used this area to hunt, fish and farm. They
weree members of the Iroquois Coﬁfederacy. You
know, they met together in the longhouse to
govern themselves.

"Long before the settlers from across the
Atlantic came here, the Iroquois lived in the
central part of New York state, aﬁd north into
Canada. That's the area fgom the Hudson River

on the east all the way to,Lake Erie on the west.

Jackie threw his arms out to express the wide
stpetch of land.
{  Les and Bobby, both New Yorkers, were
,, 1K\~ aazed. Les said, "I don't know anything about
the history of New York native peoples, and I'm
a native New Yorker!"
Then Nicky asked,,“How'do you know so /

{ ®

.
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much about the Iroquois, Jackie?"
~ , "Well," answered Jackie, "I didn't,gﬁve
’ a chance to tell you -before, but this might be
a good time. After we(goﬁ together last year,
I felt I wanted to have another pen pal back
east. I picked a name from a list. It turned
out that my'pen pal is a Native Américan. He
lives with his family on the Cattaraugus
Reservation near Gowanda."

Bobby ran to Probe I and pulled out a «_>
map. "Here it is--about 35 miles south of
Buffalo."

Les said, "Do you think we could drive out
there to meet your friend?" ‘
- "~ The group agreed that it would be fun to go.
“Let's go!" ‘"Let's gel" "Yeah, let's go!" they
shouted together, as they danced around. They
were excited at the thought ofrvigiting a
reservation and meeting Native Americans.
Jackie_ran off to.phone his pen ﬁali The
phone waé at thé.ranger's station about a half-
mile away. While he was.gone, the group talked
about what it might be like to visit the -
Indian heservatién. A L
As Jackig came running back, they heard
~  him shouting happily, "It's okay! We can go.
We can go!" - /
After Jackie had calmed down, he told the group

Project Ideas:




’

Level2 Episode 6 .~ THE \SUNDOWN FAMILY '

¢ G

3

that his pen pal, Donald Sundown, woulé be happy
to have them visit, s

The next da;?”és they drove into the
Cattaraugus Reservation,)they began to realize
that there was little difference between the
homes here and those that they had‘passed during
— their drive,

WHBn they rang the bell at the door of
Donald Sundown, the Iroquois graciously shook
hands with them and invited them into his home.
He was wearing jeans and a T-shirt, just as they
were. The group was glad to meet this new
friend. Donald inmtroduced them to his family,

who warmly greeted Jackie and his "troop," and
invited them to dinner. Donald's family agreed
to have this quiet, pleasant evening—videotaped. «
The meal tﬁat evening was delicious. The

soup was made from homegrown corn and kidney
beans and salt pork. The corn bread_was a dried
bread that had been made from steamed cornmeal.

' As they ate dinndr, they learned a greet -
deal from the Sundowns. The fact that 28,000
g “ Native Amerftans still lived in New York state
was amazing to them. Before meeting the Sundowns,
- "~ they all held very stereotyped views of ‘Indians--
“that they lived only. out west in tepees or adobe
f apartment houses. 'Bobby.apd Les were also thrilled
{ -

o ' /

-
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to find out that many members of the Iriquois Nations

lived in New York City.
—

13

Nedra Sundown, Donald's sister, told them that
the property of the reservation belonged to their

nation, rather than to different families.

The

property was takén care of by a group of royaners,
- ]

or chiefs, who were appointed by the cian mothers

of the tribes.

Ronnie, Jackie and Chris were taught an

Iroquois social dance.
the action.
had fun singing.

Les and Bobby videotaped

Nicky played the guitar, and everyone

The evening ended on a note of joy and

good feelings for all,

»
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Level2 Episode 7

BOSTON ADVENTURE

Ever

They\yere on their way at last.

Boston!
through a stroke

Rénnie could hardly wait to get/ there.
since she had read about early colonial Boston
Now,

she'd wanted to visit.

of good fortune, she was going to have a chance to
see the places she had heard of and read about

It was raining as Probe I headed along
it had

in books.
As a matter of fact,
The

90 East.

Uu.s.

been raining all of the-time they had been
on the road from western New York state.
group had just come_from the_Jndian Reservation

What a delightful trip that

¢

i

at Cattaraugus.
Nicky had already developed some contact

had been!
sheets and was at this moment selecting some

shots for.final prints, )
"How wonderful it is to have such useful

eqhibment in the probe!" Ronnie thought.

The darkroom was great, and really convenient.

b 3
v

Sp was the mini-lab, where Chris and she
had examined and labeled specimens collected
Jd'st a few small problems had cropped

Probe I had not worked

along the way.
It had stalled and

As

up since their -start.
exactly as they~hoped.
sputtered at one point and for a while they

b

\
thought they'd have to delay their trip.
Project Ideas: | \
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for the mini-lab, even though they 1ov$d:jt,
they sometimgs felt cramped for space. |

Otherwise, everything else was fine and
the minor problems could be corrét%ed%L“f”"“4“L”’“

The steady droning of the van's wheels
caused Ronnie to become sleepy. The b]eék, gray
skies; the wet, black surface of the road; and
the constant pattering of raindrops on the roof
of the van all added to her drowsiness. In the
distance, $he could see the buildings of the
city,of Boston.

Boston was an old city, but what Ronnie
thought marvelous, as the van approached the city,
was the éi t of many old, historic buildings
next to ultra-modern structures. Excitement
shone in her .eyes, and she could tell that
her companions were just-as happy.

The next day, very early, they were on the
walking tour along Boston's Freedom Trail. How
thrilling it all seemed to Ronnie--Tike step-
ping throhgh a time machine! It seemed unbeliev-
able, but there they were, atop Breed's Hill,
site of the famous Battle of Bunker Hill, whicﬁ
had taken place on June 17, 1775, Ronnie pictured
herself as a Colonial soldier surrounded by the
British Redcoats. She bravely stood ready to fire
her musket when she saw "the whites of their eyes.”

-~
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The group next visited Faneuil Hall, an
old building Sonstructed in 1742 that had been
converted into a marketplace. They roamed
through the shops on the lower f]:X\}

AN

rs and later
walked through nearby Quincy Market. There they
Ly \ shopped, ate lupch, and prepared for the next
part of their walk.
" Ronnie marveled when she saw the 01d North
Church with its high pews and mighty pulpit.
* The group boarded a ship called the
"Brig Beaver II i It was rea]]y a museum made
to look like one of the or1g1na] British ships
that had stood in the harbor the night of the
BGston Tea Party. The group was allowed to
throw the make-believe cargo of tea overboard.
-"Oh, to have been there!" Ronnie thought.
She imagined herself standing aboard théaship‘
.that night, hiding in the shadows. There she
was, wear{ngidark,knee breebhe§ that buckled
around ‘white stockings. She aiso had on a
white ruffied shirt, a waistcoat and a pa1r of
buckled shoes. Sudderly, Ronnie heard-a muffled °
. sound. A1l around her, she could see men--about
50 or 60 of them--with painted faces. They
"were carrying war clubs and hatchets. They
must have come out to the big ship in rowboats.
One by one, they emptied some large chests of

\ ~ tea into the water. Who were these men? Ronnie

" Project Ideas: y \
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suspected that they were famous leaders of the
Revolution. What an excitingnight it was!

Ronnie's mind snapped back to reality. She
was standing with her friends on shore. They,
too, seemed to have been thinking about exciting
moments of the past, for someone sugggsted that
they do a reenactment of the Boston Tea Party.
Les said it could easily be done during the
coming school year. Everyone agreed.

As they headed back toward Probe I, they
discussed how they would prepare for the video-
taping of the reenactment.*

Settled in the van, Ropnie sat back in her
ch&ir and sighed to herself. Boston was every-

-

. thing she had hoped--and more! e
- e < L
!
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N ‘ THE LIBERTY BELL AND
Level 2 Episodg@ VALLEY FORGE, PENNSYLVANIA

After their experiences in B®ston, the
group waqtéd to see other revolutionary war
historical places. They planned a journey
south, to see where George;Washington had
crossed the Delaware River and to see Valley
Forge and Philadelphia. Those were all important
sites in%the story of the founding of our
nation. :

Probe I followed a southerly route. It
was similar to the route that Washington
and his brave soldiers had followed. The
British had forced them to retreat from New
York City during the winter of 1776. '
They arrived at the spot in New Jersey where
Washington had crossed the Delaware. Chris gathgred
‘pictures from the guidebooks thét he planned to - °
later use in the videotapeftosshow how George ' o
~ Washington had crossed the ice choked river,
Chris said, "It must have been difficult
to carry cannons and other heavy war materials
across the river. They later had to drag all
f I their equipment overland to Trenton. It was
there that the Colonidls were able to
surprise and caﬁ%ure the Hessian Mercenaries."
L They boarded Probe I. Then they crossed
’ the Pelaware River Bridge and proceeded into
Pennsylvania on their way to Valley Forge.
. ) Jackie reminded everyone that the winter
of 1777 had been a cold and bleak time for the

-
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. troops”at Valley Forge. S o

.t - When they arrived there, ‘they ajlsdecided ®
. to pYetend that they- had been with t ntinenta]
army at that' time, which was a diffidult thing to
o because it was a warm day They lay down on

tried to 1mag1ne how wash1ng¢on S

ey rea11led “even more how brave the *
¢ Continental army had been.. While stand1ng
‘ there, the group ﬁe]t h1st0gy coming %"“]1fe
\’ aga1n
Jackje said, "Many of'the-Colonia1s had
.. no shoes. Many became sick and died ‘here. Many: .
others g>ve up and went home. In spite of the .
' problems, the $pirit of the. Co]on1a1-tr00ps -
‘ N led them to v1ctory\\\ . .
’ ) They began to p]an how they would reenact-
N . all this for their hdeo_ta\pé project when\they . é
' returned hgme. Les and Bobby took some shots
of the surroundihg area for backgfound
~ Next they want'ed to ‘sée where the Declaration
of Independence had been adopted on July 4, 1776.
They also wanted to see where the Liberty Bell
- had so joyously been sounded to tell the wor1d
that the Continental Congress had canvened
They'f1n1shed their scripts and taping,
'1oaded the wanand.w%:e‘On their way touPhiTade1pﬁﬁex

G ™ i

l\ - -
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They rode-alog in- Probe 1 to the Independ-
ence Nat1ona1 Historical Park in Philadelphia’
"‘Ronnie sadd, 100 Hing at her notes for the
audio script, "The Dec]arat1qp of Independence
was signed there. It gave the American, Revolu-
tibnarie% direction and purpose. It talks
about the individual freedoms we have now. It
says that a govgrnhent must be given ' ‘
pérmission by its people to ga—f&&/york. It
.also states that the government should be
fair to all. A1l 7its citizens are to be free

and equal." ° .
Les said, "Yes, but at that t1me “women . eg

and s]aves were ndf/cons1dered c1t1zens
*‘When they arr\VEﬁ“ﬁnﬂPh11ade1ph1a, a

change ‘came over the group. \\They knew that‘
here, in this city, were man symbo]s'of the
birth of our nation. Les panned the V1%PO
camera across the rious expressioﬂs on T
the group‘s facgs jé they stood before’ the'Liberty

. Be}1‘ She zoomid in for a close-up of the - -
bell that had rung out for liberty. The group
i%agined how the early Ameritans had ce[ebratea
as.they heard it peal on July 4, 1776, when ’
the Declaration of. Independence had been )
adopted. ‘ S w

A

~ !

The Liberty Bell had procﬁaimed America's freegom.
They read.on a plaque nearby that it had been rung

A
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THE LIBERTY BELL -

Level2 Episode 8 S VALLEY FORGE, PENNSYLVANILA

/

-

on many other occasions, such as at the convening
of the Continental Congress, at the end of the
revolutionary war, and-also a% the deaths of
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and

Thomas Jefferson. The placque also stated that
the bell was no longer sounded, because it had
cracked in 1835 when it tolled for the death of
John Marshall, the last of the great revolutionary
.patriots. It stands in Independence Hall now,

a symbo]_of'our liberty, as impértant to us as

“our flag. ‘The bell did Tts job well. IT now ~ 7

stands silent, for all to proudly visit and see.

Les ended this sequence of videotape by
backing out with a close-up of the crack in the
bell. In the stillness of the room, the_youhg-
sters imagined themselves as having been with
George Washington at that time. They wondered, .,
"How different would our lives have beeqh;hen?
How long would it have taken at that time to
make this trip we just completed?”

They were-very proud, and they all agreed
among themselves that it would have been great
to take part in the forming and creating of the
new United States of America. ’

The group prepared to leave Pennsylvania
and dr'ive to Williamsburg, Virginia. They
passed through Maryland on the way.

Project Ideas: | Y







o

_Level2 Episode9 WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

»
-
N ’
. - .
. » :
3

. Whenevér I think of Williamsburg, Virgi#ﬁa,

From Bobby's log:

I always recaJI the smell of old wood in the
night air, the sound of hoofbeats on cobbldstones,
the smell of fragrant blossoms, the sight of
cand1e11ght and the ?aste of peanut soup. JThat's
what I remember best during our visit there. '
' We had just arrived in Probe I when a costumed
‘guide greeted 'us. We were special guests because
we were videotaping our trip, and a guided tour
had been planned for us. Two Asrse drawn carriages
were waiting for us. Chris and Nicky were happy
to see such beaut1fu] animals ‘i?hey petted them
and told the guide that they had horses of their
own. ‘ .
T} Chri's askea "Can I dr1ve the carriage? I
\oféin drive our wagon at home. ’
Nicky, not to be outdone by Chris, managed
.. to get to drive the other carriage .
' . S00n we were on our way y up the Duke of
Gloucester Street, headed toward\the Governor's
Palace. Nicky and Chris were holding the reins
with they quides sitting next to them. That
stately building, we were to]d,_Once was the home
of Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson, two‘famous
¢ Americai patriots. Each.had served as governor .
of colonial Virginia and both had designéd the ,

beautiful® gardens. ° z A
d ] P
N/ 4
N &
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The town Tookeéﬂas‘thqugh time had stood

still. No wonder! The houses were just as

they .had been in colonial days! ™ We were told

that many of the eightéenth-centuty’homes were now
. -rented and maintained by the people who live
i them.: As we drove by a few homes, we could
see some of the furﬁishings through thengroqhd-
floor windows. Our guides informed us that

- the shades were purposely raised so that

visitors could see into t
We stopped at shops

restored rooms. -
here cosfumed workers’,
who were experts in the raffé, demonstrated
their skills. Les afiy
.‘viQfotaping'the people’
their particular craft. The action was all
there for us. All we really had to do was

aim and focus the camera. Jackie and Ronnie

cially enjoyed
'ey worked at

recorded- the sounds and interviews of the
workers with the audio tape, recorder. -

One highlight of our tour was the B]acksmith's
shop. Here we met the master blacksmith, who
hammered a -ma'ss of hot iron on an anvil. Behind
him, &n a brick wall, were some of the tools hé
used. Next, we walked to the candlemaker's shop.
We vide&tqped the huge,.circular spoked rdck that -
held hundreds of/o]ife—green abd yellow candles.
-We thought it was an unusual sight. At a firep]%ce

.

~
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. . N ]
was a cand]emaker dipping more candles 1nto a
black kettle filled with tallow. ‘
At the weaver's and spinper's craft shop, a
spinner- showed us how 11nen was spun from flax,
I tried my hand at 5p1nn1ng, with the permission
of the spinner.:  This was good action for the
videotape. - v
Chris and Nicky were still at the reins of

the carriages when we drove past some npighboring

gardens with our gquides. From a distan , we .
ic. wWé

drove toward ‘Market Square. There we sawla re-

could.hear the sounds of fife-and-drum mu

enactment of the c010n1a1 m111t1a'go1ng th¥ough
with
upturned brims, pants of assorted colors, white

their dr11ls "They wore “three- cornered ha
stockings, and shirts, and they had straps crossed
over the1r sh0u]ders The sounds of the f1fes
and drums and of the. bodoming cannon as the militia
marched by sent-a surge of pride "through me.
I could tell‘that my friends were as excited as
é 'I was by th1s display of past history. Nicky
K 1et the reins go, SO that she could stand up and
see better, . , .
At that moment,_a cannon fired and start]ed
the horse. Lt bolted;=and away went the v
carr1age, Feople and all. As we were all
éhoutinb‘inalgrm,'Nicky calmly picked up theé
- few minutes had the horse under
control. ’ Even thézguide had not been as alert

reins and in

[
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as Nicky! It was 'terrific action and Les got e

-

it all on tape. . ( .

M

‘Later that afternoon, after we'd calmed
down, we were guests at one of the famous
colonial’restaurants, where, to my delight,

I tasted peanut soup. I just loved jt. . It
. was an old colonial favorite.

As evening approached, we wandered through
the streets of Williamsburg. I sniffed the
fragrant air and smelled the treeg and blossoms. ‘ ’
How odd it seemed to be away from the noise of '

“trafficl As a last stop, wé visited the music
teacher's house.. There we sat in the torch-Tit,

- garden and listened to music played on a harp-- .

"sichord.- The selections were from colonial )
tunes. .

. After that, we returned to our hotel. We

were too excited to sleep, so we planned our

visit to Washington, D.C. We also talked about .

the day and how Nicky had saved the carriage. )

Ve

What an extraordinary visit that Williamsburg
©trip was!

I « !
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Level2 Episode 10 -

WASHINGTON, D.C.

t
‘As the 1ast stop on their tour of co]on1a1 and
revo]ut1onary Amer1ca, the. group was te visit

wash1ngton,-D.g. They were still excited from their

visit to Williamsburg, Virginfa. Ag they talked ,
about the trip, Les suddenly made an announcement:
"Guess what?" she asked.
‘Curious eyes turmned in her d1rect1on
“I waited until now to tell you this news

'We are all to be congress1ona1 guests of the

‘arounid Washington. 'The tour began soon after

New York delegdtion. We'll be given a special
tour of Washington, D.C."
"Wow ! How did that happen?" Everyone s
wanted to hear the details. ) S
"1f you remember,‘ continued Les, "last year
I won an essay contest entitled “Education in
the’ Inner C1ty. ‘1 was awarded a trip tq Washing-"-
ton, D.C.,as a prize. When I mentioned that our
group b]anned to visit there, you were all invited
to join me." T .
The othenr youngsters beamed with pI@asure
as Probe I moved along U.S. 95 south toward
their dest1nation. Since the ddistance from
Willtamsburg to Washington is only 115 hiles,
they arrTved in just over two hours.
As soon as the van pu?ﬂed in fr0nt of the
Cap1t01, they were met by ‘two members of the
New York delegation who were to be their guides

™
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- their arrlval. Les pointed out that Washingteﬁ.
Was the third capital of the new{y founded nation. .
It covered more than 68 square miles, or 176.
square kilometers. o - .
. The first stop was the Capitol--a beautiful
stately, domed building with both a Senate and a

House wing. The youngsters toured several

chambers, inc]udingxthe President's Room. There'
‘they marveled at the handsome green-topped mahogany
‘ table, over which hung a gorgeous crystal chande-
lier. Many historical bills had been signed in
that very room, they were told. They viewed the
;statues of famous men and women in~$tatuary Ha]]'
" and spoke with some congressional representatives -
gWhO were at work in their offices. They .peeked %@

$

1nto the Rayburn Room, which is a reception ha]] for ®

guests of members of. the House of Representatives. 4

They remarked on the beauty of the wood paneling
-.that decorated the room. It was here that they

were %o be guests later on that day.

X Next on*® the1r tour was a visit to the White -

House., ‘the. 100- ‘room, 3- story mansion that serves

as the Pres1den¢ S hnme The flag was flying, so

they knew he was at home "AS they approached the

entrance, they g41mpsed d he11copte that was

about to take off from the fromt-lawn. A pas-

'senger .aboard waved to'them, aé{diq the pilot.

~
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. How amazed they were td discover that the passenger .
‘: was none other than the Preeident, off to Camp
- David! .

They saw the Oval Office and several "other' ¢

. areas of the White House. +Then they went over

to the,L1nco]n Memorial and sat on the steps,
which 1ooked out over tw6 rectangular pools of
. water. If their lengths were combined, these
Hetwo'pbo]s extend 2,292 feet. From this spot the
group could see the Cap1to1 and the Washington
Monument d1rect1y across from them.
Let S go fishing," said Nicky, Jok1ngly.
"What do youxth1nk we could catch?" added
Bobby. . J
They all chuck]ed '
"Oh, stop your k1dd1ng," said Ronnie.
"This place has a great history! Just look at °

-those high bu1131ngs' Can't you feel the power!

Here our government is in action."

They all: laughed at her ser1ousness, but
they stoppedcand thought for a moment.

Toward evening, "after freshening up, the
youngsters met in the Rayburn Room for a
buffet dinner in their honor After they met

"Qﬁe other guests, chatteg/Zor a whéle and ate, ,

¢ [es was formally apmeunced. She~stepped forward,

sand after greetlng the hosts and other .guests,

Project Ideas: € - .-
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P spoke these_ words: - . . .

o . ) "Yod adults represent the present; my
friends represent the future. We ofﬁthe future . -
are fortunate, for we have many more ways of ,
learning and obtaining an education. We have | ) "
techho1ogy, which can greatly assist us if we

| use ‘it wisely. We have good minds, but we . -
a]sp/have computers to hg]pvso1ve the great
problems of our day. Odr faster means of '
travel, exploring the world and the solar €
system, help us to understand more about our
world and universe. Yet we must learn to
maintain the hea]thy'state of our own earth /
and its resourcés. This trip in,itself has
been an educational experience. My friends %y
and I have learned the importance of teamwork
in solving problems. We have learned to think féz
things through together, and. to share ideas '
as well as living spacés. As a group, we have Y
accomplished much, even in a short time. 1 |, .
believe we have grown through this wonderful '
expérience. I thank, you all for helping to
make it possiblel!"

.

N
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+ TIME: Presént, Summer
. LOCALE: Colorado, South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, Washington
_ 'SYNOPSIS: In their third summer together, the six friends, now
. ' graduated from the ninth grade, :travel through six

states .and visit five in a highly soph1st1cated
scientific modular vehicle, Probe II
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Level3 . Introduction -

Throughout the year, the six fri#hds kept in
touch with one another They planned and looked
égrward to their next summer vacation. Two years
ago, they had visited places like Yosgmite National
ﬁPark, the Mojave Desert, Death Valley, Palomar,
Santa Barbara and Sacramento, the cqpita] of Cali-
fornia. Last year, their mini-van, Probe I, had
taken them to many of the historical sites on the
East Coast; they had visited many of the areas
cohnected with colonial and revolutionary times. //‘
Although their past vacation experiences had been
varied, this year's vacation was going to be a
' spectal one. ‘ ' .
' During the winter, Ronnie and Jackie helped to
design an updated model of last year's'Probg I.
The new vehicle was equipped with a new modﬁ]ar portion, .
~_ detachable and used. independently for exploration.
A1l the defects of Probe I that had frustrated «
them lasf year were eliminated or corrected. In
addition, the vehicle was eduipped with an updated mini-
lab. Jt contained scientific instruments and an area
for develbping f1]m Ronnie suggested the name
"Probe II" because she compared the vehicle ta a
‘space explorer. i
a .This year the plan was to tour a-‘north central
- state, séveral mouptain states and parts of the "3
Pacific Northwest. The,advqntures of the{previous
years were so memorable that the youngsters could

hardly wait to.start on their‘new exp]orations

Denver, Colorado, was the city where the group was.
. to meet and begin their vacation on July 1.

- i ~
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It was\nearly midday when all the youngsters -~
and the1r chaperones arrived at their dest1nat1on
The weather was perfect for f]y1ng--c1ear, sunny
and brisk. The npnstop flight originating from R

, Sacramentd landed first, followed by the New York
flight. " Finally, the Chicagoans: arrived. The
plane ' trips had given everyone a good idea of
what the country looked like from the air. .The
youngsters had recognized plains, deserts, forests, °
rivers, mountains, valleys and cities.

Les and Bobby, who two years ago had experienced
a frightening ‘flight. because of hailstones, were
especially thri}]ed with this smooth flight.

The friends-had not seen one another since
the previous year. They were absofdte]y ecstatic
at seeing one andther again. "My, how each one of
us has grown since Tast year," they remarked at
different times. Even Jackie, who had become
airsick, was already beginning to feel better.

The flight attendant had made him comfortable.
While the others had watched the movie,ﬂdaekie had
taken a nap. > ‘

After co]]ect1ng all the1r luggage and be-
longings, they ran to look at Probe I, their new
vacation home on wheels. Jack1e and Ronnie N
beamed with pride as their hard work dur1ng the
year was rewarded by their friends' obv1ous

s
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. had been reserved,
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o

exciteﬁent over the new vehicle. Ron;gi showed --
the group the inHustria]'designer's sketch of
Probe IL, pointing out all f£he specialized
features, D

Af{er everyone's cur1os1ty was sat1sf1ed
the group headed toward the motel where their rooms

r
»

The motel, located about 16 miles from the
airport, was 1n the southeastern part §f the city.
Much to everyone 's de]1ght it contavined a beautiful

‘rectangular swimming pool, which Qas located in r%%
the rear of the motel. After receiving their
accommodatidns, the group quickly changed into the1r
syyimsuits and took a refresh1ng swim in the poo]
There could be no deep diving, because the pool
~-was too shallow. K]though most of them were accustomed
to swimming in large public pools, all of them did °
manage to have lots f fun--all, that is, except ’
Bobby. “How he wished he could swim! A1l he could do
was tread water. He made up his mind to learn how
to swim’so that bhe; too, could have-as mufh fun
,as the others, % v
“While they swam and relaxed under the glass
s%nroof ‘they naturally began to talk about the
past year; when they had been away from one another
at tfreir own schools. As they shared their ex-
periences, they sqon began to realize that it had
‘been a great seﬁegke} for all of them,

7
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Chris told them how prouF he had been when the- NN
.fourth-grade teachers had invited him t% view the
video/cassette program with their classes. The

others had also had similar experiences.. Jackie

told them about the letters of coﬁgratu]ations he had
’\\—/) received from the fourth graders saying how much they":
had learned from the viaeotapes on colonial and revo-. '

, _‘2 lutionary America., Bobby had made a speech in the
auditorium when the cassettes were shown and afterward -
answered questions from the excited audience. The ’

video program had been a highlight on the.teleyisjon .
show "People and- Places, U.S.A." The youmgstdrs felt
happy that their experiences could be shared with
the other students in their 'schools,

The group realized how well they had worked
together the past two summers and a feeling of a
job well done came over them. They were happy and\
excited abdutithe p]ann;d qctivitigs.for their

~upcdming trip. , .
- What a delightful beginning to thédir vacation!
They were being treated to an elegant dinner in a
downtown Denver restaurant. When they reached thé \
restaurant, they stepped into a glass-enclosed
elevator to take them to the thirtieth flaor. As .
thé elevator moved slowly upward, the view-became
s - more spectacular. Looking out afvthe nearby green
foothills, they could see the stark craggy mountains
beyond. 'As they neared the thirtieth floor, the

N /
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gPoup could see the white caps..of_the mountain peaks.

“

Not a-sound could be heard in the elevator chamber,
“except for %ne softly spoken “wpw!ﬁ as each member
of the group gazed out at the breathtaking beauty of
nature before them. ' !
‘ The restaurant itself wasga beautiful dining
ngtz Through thg picture wiydoWs,.the group could
see all of Denver. ‘ !
Mast of the group had little trouble finding
something they would -enjoy eating. Ronnie, how-
ever, who wanted to maintain her weight, took a
NittTe extra time in ordering her dinner. She was/
aware of the proper amount of fats, vegetables,’
carbohydrates and proteins shenﬁ%eded for .a
baTanced meal that would help keep her weight down.
She had 1ost:anotﬁér 10 pounds on her program over
the past year. She liked feeling and 1ooking. N
good  and wanted to remain that way. ‘
Everyone agreed that the delicious, well-
~ pr;paned meal and the magnificent view amounted to
one more de1jgmtfu1 experience none of them would

¢

ever forget.

*

Project Ideas:

“ | (L : e‘ : j

.

. . .

" il
.
. .
.
e
. . . .
' ’ -

N »

&




)

COLORADO

K - 5 A V‘ \ . a
5 3 ,
Vo SR ; %
} * ’ ’ SENVER, [
] ; o) A =
. Y s R v i ]
P 1 | | . ¢
~l — . :

ERIC.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




N J o \

Level 3 Episode?2 = DENVER TOUR
i .

K . !
» - ] . (

I

. Although the group was totally exhghstéh from
the flight, everyone managed to awaken ea¥ly the
following morning--everyone, that is, except Jackie,
who needed some urging to stir him from‘hisabéd
.Imagine waking up to a cloudless sky--perfect for
sightseeing! : / T

The p]an for the day was to V1s1f the state -
cap1to] the U.S$. Mint and the Secur1ty Life Build-
ing., which was Denver's version of the Eﬁpire,State
Building~ ’ : ’ . * i
. The state cap1to] rem1nded the youngsters of

the national Cap1to] in Na;h1ng§pn, D. C » which they
had visited the year befor®. As the group stood on

the steps of the state capitol, they %

marker indicating that the spo% was exactly 5,280

oticed a

+ feet above seav¥level.
"Now I know why Denver is called the Mile
High City, -said Bobby. ‘ :
"'Because Ronnie was a serious coin co]]ector,

she was particularly exc1ted(about V1s1t1ng the U. S “\
Mint. The bu11d1ng Wwas huge, w1th thick stone
wa]]s 11ke those of a forfress Theagroup took a
conducted tour and observed 'the machines that wéré-
stampirg out coins from huge sheets of metal.’ The
group was impressed-when they found out that as
many as,.18,000,000 pennies and other coins were
produced daily at that mint.

Next tﬁeyS@ent to the top floor of the
observation dedk of’ the Security Life Bu11d1ng
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There they were treated to‘a splendid view of the
N r
city. - .
It was a beautiful sunny day They Mere
. able to observe clearly the Denver Tandmarks as well
as Pike's Peak, which was also on ‘their itinerary.
, Bright and early the next morning, they traveled
. south on a state highway to'the U.S. Air Force
Academy. Nicky was interested in a Gareer in aviation .
and was really looking forward to this part of the .
¢« .trip. She Qanted so much to be an astronaut. From
what she had read about N.A.S.A., she knew that two -

kinds of astronauts were selectgdffgilots and scien-

. -

tists. She was going to work very hard so that she Qvg‘
would be admitted to the academy after she graduate&
from high school. \
| It was a short drive from the U.S. Ai?JForce
Academy to Man1tou Spr1ngs, where the cog railway
c11mbed to the summit’ of Pike's Peak.
"pike's Peak or Bust," had cried the go]d

seekers of the 1850's, and this is jhst what the
"group was chanting as theyhurriedly rushed to the
ticket booth to purchase round trip tickets.

“ They wanted the 5:15 P. M¢ sunset trip to the

. summit of the mountain. They climbed into the _
fvi;ta-top" rqi]&ay car. It was.exciting to'be in
the railway car makings its way up the mountainside.

It took the group néarly two hours of travel
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to reach their destination. fhey were now 14,110
feet above sea level. Stepping out of the railway
car, they weré absolutely shocked at the difference

".in temperature. Up'high it was 48° Fahrenhe1t

even/though the temperature at the Qase of the mount-
ain was 85° Fahrenhe1t ‘ Y

Chris and Nitky had forgotten their sweaters
and*were beginning to shiver. They were happy to
learn that there was a coffee shop where they -
could warm up. ..
The scenic views were remarkable, but what
reall;i}mpressed them was the absence of noise.i
Except ‘for the people's ices, it was abso]utefy
quiet--no birds f]yind, no city noises. What ad
eerie feeling! -

The group decidedgzo explore and meet again

o

in an hour. They all attereéd to v1ew the pan-

l/yam1c s1gh;§ from atop this &ounta1n

After the hour was up, they,began to o]uster

, at the des1gnated departure spot% As other tourjsts

5

boarded the train, Ronnie realized that someone-
/Was missing. Since the train was agout to leave,
Ronnie asked the conductor if the departure cou]d
be de]ayed )
*" "Just for a few miﬁuteé,” was the response.
They went out in pairs to scout_for the "missing

person." They were searching fraptically when they




. "' Level3 .Episode2 = _DENVER TOUR
- Z il L )

.
? 0 L4 . 7
. . - .
/ . . ’
[ . N b
.
N - » ™
- } s . . ‘1

spotted Jackie*s s¥lhouette as he Wwas feisure]}

walking up one of the trails. In unison, they / ..
shouted for him to hubry. It was_ fortunate that

they féunq,him o) quick]& becafs the last train ' /
for the day was just about ready to Teave without

them. .When they boarded the train, everyone
cfe-ltpped. . - )

The conrductor remarked‘kind]y,'“You'¥e at .

lucky fellow to have such good friends. I would s
have left without you!"
Aithough Jackie felt flustered and embarrassed, »

he was grateful.that he had been found.
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Since the distance from Manitou Springs to .
Bouldery Co]orad&, was about 85 miles, they got
off to an early start the next morning. The plan
was to get to Rocky Mountain National Park, first
making a stopover at B&ulder, where their chaperone
\ had attehded college.

Boulder, the home of the University of Col-
orido, was a quaiqt town. The attractive campus
of ‘the University of Colorado, founded in 1861,
was very rustic, with beautiful red7ti1e-roofed‘

Y

buildings made of sandstone. Chris immédiate]y
recognized the type of stone that the buildings
ware made of because of his rock collection at
home.w He had ‘& sample of this type of stone. Y

While tﬁey were driving from Boulder to the
national park, Lesgdecided to write her family a
letter. This is what she wrote:

o July 7

\
d

Dear Mom, Dad, Rodney and Linda, ,

’ So far, I am having a super time. We're on
our'way to Rocky Mountain National'Park. We had
an exciting time in Boulder. Lucky for us, Terry
Brown, one of our chapeéones, has a friend who

“lives in town. She invited us to spend a few days
at her house. e ‘ ‘ ’
Terry attended the University of Colorado

while she was studying to be a geologist. She
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\ gave-usca tour offthe campu§ It really is
beautifu]l I de¢1ded that this is just the kind
of co]]ege I wa@t to attend. We had lunch in the
cafeteria and made fr1ends w1th some of the college
students. T k

We're having a great time, but I still miss
you. I'11 write again soon.
' . Love,

Les

-
~

ance Les:was writing a letter, Ronnie decided
to do some writiing as well. She took out hen log,
in which she/kKept a record of events and feelings.
She Wrote: "I'm in Probe II, en my way to Rocky

" Mountain National Park in Colorado. It's great to
"be with the group again. After traVeling with them
‘for two summers, I feel that they have become like
“a second fam1]y to me. My own family 1; great, but’
it's nice to. get awfy for a while. There werefa
few family prob]ems at home before I left. I hope

everything is- okay now.

As Ronn1e wrote, she recalled something Nicky
had sajd. Nxﬂf;~and.80bby were discussing what
they had bee“ doing since last summer and Nicky
said, "For the most part, I had a great year, but
sometimes things at home weren't so great."

“/ﬁonnie'iEined_the bpnversation for a moment.
"Yes, Nicky,”I know what you mean. Joo bad we
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don‘t have time ndw.-_Maybe we can talk about it

sometime Tater.”
Nfggy ag}eed, and the friends looked forward
to the time when, at their ]e1sure, they would ta]k
about “their family prob]ems (
Ronnie was very strong and self-reliant. She
knew, however, that everyone needs to talk about
. things that bother her or him. It was good to
have'frieﬁds who accepted her and to whom she could
" talk. '
Asrthey glanced .out the windows of Probe II, on
., the way to-Rocky Mountain National Park, only
forested mountains could b\\seen Ronnie read in
her guidebook that the park is located in one of
the highest regions in the country. The valleys are
about 8,000 feét above sea level and some of the
_mountain peaks are 12 ,000 feet or higher. The park
covers-405 square m1Tes, and like so many other
national parks in our country, it is a w11d11fe
sanctuaryr . t ’
Bobby had brogght a pa1r of binoculars along.
They took turns using théﬁX;O see the bighorn shgep,
elk, deer, and birds that-dhey'd been told could be
"observed in great numbers. Les was hoping to spot
a black bear. Nicky said that animals such as the
mountajn lion and the bobcat are seldom seen by -
people; they are afraid of people and keep away.
This amused the youngsters because they'd thought

o
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that only humans arg afraid of animals and not the
other way around. They began to reminisce about

their {rip-to Yosemite National Park two years
"~ béfore. They were even more excited this time
.because they planned to &o more hiking this year. .
"In addition §5\taking field trips and .nature-~
study walks led ]
group planned to take a trail trip. )

They were ready for their next excursion,

H

y the naturalist rangers, the
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I

When the group fina]]& Arrived at Estes Park,
a little village northwest of Denver, they found
' qut that they were cértainly not the only tourists!
. :Th1s little town Was bust11ng with summer visitors
_on their way to explore the .main attraction - Rocky
. Mountain National Park.
Camps1tes at the park could not be reserved
in advance, so they considered themselves lucky
when, with’ the help of the park ranger, they did
locate a site’for their planned two day stay.
*‘Since Chris and Nicky were experienced riders,
they were particularly interested in one of the
exciting expeditions into -the nearby wilderness
areas, espec1a]1y when thg& learned that the park
cdntained 300 miles of bridle trails.
- Chris «tried to imagine putting the wi]perness
trails end to end and mentally calculated how long
it woukd take to travel that distance on horseback.
Together the younésters discussed the next
* day's plans. Whilé Chris, Ronnie, N1cky and )
their chaperone would join one of the horseback
expeditions, the others would explore one of -7
thé many trails with the park ranger. -
Ronnie had never before been interested in
horses, but her friepndship with Chris and Nicky
sperked her desire to t;y horseback riding. Even
though she was enthusiastic about going, she was
still_ very fearful. ’
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Nicky and Chris reassured her, say1ng, "Don't
worry, we'll take care of you!"

The group rose early the next morning, eager .
to get to the day's activities. They carrieh “»
with them different- sized containers, from Probe II,
w1th which to collect specimens-along the trai]s

A few years ago, the youngsters might have
g/ teased Ronnie about being too heavy for her horse,

but this year no one did, because she hag Tost

a lot of weight and looked very slim in her jeans,

' plaid shirt and western boots. '
o By the time Ronnie, Chris, Nicky and their - '
. chaperone .arrived at the'/ stables, the grooms were =

bringing out the horses. Chris immediately ran

]

towards th palomino, which Eeminded him of the
. one He had so proudly ridden two years ago at the-
" rodeo in Salinas. Nicky spied a pinto. The
. stories her grandfather.had told her about the
- Native Americans in California and their r1d1ng
ability attracted her to the horse.- Ronnie didn't
know which mount to choose, so she left it-up to
one of the grooms, who chose a mild-mannered
gray horse named "Smokey." Ronnie felt IO\feef
;a\] on Smokey's back, aﬁd, strangely enough, very
comfortable as well. The sweaty palms and’ .
racing pukse, she had experienced that morning )
disappeared. .
The 'trail guide cautioned them to ride with «)
care, since the horses could lose their footing on ’

[ 34
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the loose rocks if they went too fast.
\b~ As they rode, the youngsters learned why
' the Spanish had named the state Colorado. .
The name means "tuddy," and refers to. the kind
of red rock found in the area. After the .
youngsters explained their experiments on Probe
IT, they were permitted to take some of the
red rock. Ronnie remembered. reading that the
rock formations of Colorado were varied, rep-
resentative of almost every age in the geo]og1c
’scale from the Archean to the present.

From their "pedestal" on the horses, the
youngsters were faséinated by the.panoramic view
of granite cliffs and spires. They were very-
glad they had worn sweaters, since the morning
temperature was a brisk 54° Fahrenheit.

Nicky was happy to have_ brought the camera.
Halfway through ‘the trail, the guide allowed them
time to dismount. Nicky photographed the meadows
covered with flowers; forests of pine, spruce

rand fir trees, and a variety of animals in their
ndtural habitat, like the American elk and mule
deer. She cou]dn t wa1t to return to Probe II
to develop the film. Her only regret was'that
she hadn't seen a cougar or coyote. The guide
said.that those animals could be glimpsed, at
times, throughout-lower and -higher ranges of the

park. Nicky also missed seeing the b{ghorn, the
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largest of the American wild sheeP‘ Its picture,
when blown up, would . have made a great poster f¥

her room! NickyATearned from the guide that the
bighorn's sandy Brown coat turns grayish-brown in
winter. The reason the sheep couldn't be seen was
because these animals are high above the timberline--
too high for them to be spotted from the trail.-

The bighorn are also known to be very timid.

.They'd been riding for several hours, and
even though they were stiff and tired, they were ,
disappointed when they found themselves riding
" down the trail, bd@®k toWards the stables. Their
descent' from the mountain trail was made more
énjoyab]e'when tﬁe;:sdghted a beaver building
its dam. S : d
They were also pleasantly surprised to see
Bbpby, Jackie and Les fishing in one of the clear,
pebble-bottomed streams. Nicky wondered what
type of fish they would héve for dinner. She
hoped it would be’ rainbow, brook or cutthroat-
trout. These fish were most active in the runoff
water from the .glacier. - i
A11 too 'soon, the time to bid farewell to
the _horses, the guides and the other visitors had
arrived. Rohmie, Chris, Nicky and chapérOne each
posed wjth:théir mounts and fed the horses a bit

-

of sugar as a parting gift, h

-

One of the grooms complimented Ronnie "I
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can'f believe you.,are a novice rider," she said.
Ronnie beamed with pride. i
Later that night, the group, glowing with
the warmth of sunburned skin and wonderfully
. exhausted from a full dady of exercise, feasted
on rainbow t}out while sWapping stories «of the

- day's adventures.

1
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\s The1? next stop was the southwestern _part of’ Sowth
Dakota, sometimes called theé Sunshine State. The. trip froﬁ
Rocky Mountadin National Park was a lengthy one-—they
would have to pass through Wyoming to get there--so the

P ‘ ‘group stopped midway, pass1ng through Cheyenne and: - ‘ N
) Torrington before resting in Lusk. o B
;J \\- Wind Cave National Park is located in the_B]ack '

Hills of South Dakota. If they“had been traveling
. from the ea%t, these hills would have ‘appeared suddenly
in the_middle of hundreds of miles of open terrain.
The range of mountaihs is an isolated one and rises
more than 3,000 feet above the surrounding prairie.
Ronnie had read that, according to legend, the Black
Hills were formed by Paul Bunyan's burial of ‘his blue
ox, Babe. Jack1e also remembered reading in the f1fth
grade about Paul Bunyon in a book of tall talés.
East the Black Hills is the area known as the ‘
Badlands. ééﬁthough the group's travel plans did not
include visiting that area, 'their guide gave them some
background information. "The name Badlands," the guide
said, "comes from the words 'bad for traveling,' which
‘ fur traders used when speaking of this area. Its
|~ ) deep gorges and bare, towering rocks made it so. This

-

area contains some of the most spectacular examples P

of weathering and erosion in the world. Many of the ~
rock formations remind people of spires and castles."
¢ The group was enlightened. They had thought that

the word badlands referred to outlaws who roamed the
4’
¢

west.
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Thefguide continued, "In Age Badlands, scientists
found fosgilized bones of prehistoric animals such as
the titanothere (a grass eater) and the three-toed
horse. We have some fossil specimens that were gath-
ered from this area in the Visitors' Center at the Bad-
Tand¥ National Monument headquarters., It's.too bad you
won't have the time to visit the area, because I
know that you would have been absofuteTy fagcinated“"

Les was very disappointed. She had become
interested in palednto]ogy when her sister studied
about it at college last year. ¥

. Jackie recorded notes about the guide's talk.
Hékwgs keeping a log to help recall events of the
trips. Each day he jotted down highlights of their
activities. In the evening, before going to bed, he .
wrote this information in his log. Included was the
date, ‘the place 9isi£éd, the weather conditions and a
brief description of what was seen or what occurred

“that particular day. He sometimes. incliyded in the
log information read from pamphlets, or- facts learned
from the @ark rangers. On occasion, 'he made notes
about the evening nature walks aﬁd campfire ‘programs.

After visiting tﬁe’B]ack Hills, Jackie wrote
the following information in-his log:

» L}
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DATE: July 14 . - : ,
i PLACE: South Dakota 0

WEATHER: Warm, sunnyQEnd c1ear.‘:J%° F. Cumulus c]oud%.

We drove to Wind Cave National Park, located

.in the Black Hills, and-the Tegend &f Paul Bunyan came

to life. I also Tearned something new when we stopped

at a prairie-dob town on the way. Bobby, Les and

Jackie thought they wereigoing to see real dogs. MWere

tHey surprised Qhen they saw these funny 1ittle animals

with Tittle beady eyes, short 1eg§, pouched cheeks and
- short, flat tails! Ofie of the prairie dogs seemed to
be standing guard. We stopped at a roadside exhibit
that exp]ained’;hese creatures' habits: This 1it;1g
rodent belongs to the ground squirrel family. It is

about a foot Tong from head to tail and was named the

fh

i

prairie dog because of the loud bark it gives when an
‘enemy approaches. It does this to warn other prairie
dogs, and then it rushes safely into its home, deep
in the ground..
Chris wished that_he could have, ene as a pet.
’ The dogs reminded&him of Muffin, his miniature c
dachshund, who as a puppy looked somewhat like a
rodent. This :was because it had been sick and lost
* some of its hair._l‘

(End of log enpry)
% | -
/ .

-
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Even.though it had been a hectic day, the

group. looked forward to their next day's venture

to Mount Rushmiore,

/ y

-
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7 Moyn% Rushmofé, with the faces of four famous
Presidents carved «in stone, was an impressive sight.
The group agreed that Lincoln's face was the most
perfect. His eyes seemed so lifelike. Theodore
iRooseve]t looked as if ﬁe were wearing glasses. .

a "It's just an opt1ca1 illusion," said Nicky.

It was obvious to the children, upon learning
that at least 2,000,000 people visited this shrine
each year, that -Mount Rushmore is a popular attrac-
tion. This ﬁemoria] was begun in 1927 and completed
in 1941. It is as high as a 5-story building--about -
60 feet. Washington was the first figure on the

‘ granite mountain to be sculptured. The Jefferson,
head was the next to be completed, then Lincoln's,
and finally, {n 1939, Theodore Roosevelt's head was
ded1cated The Mount Rushmore ﬁemoria] is one of

the wor]d s largest sculptures.

, They then made a brief stop in Custer, a city

in the southern Black Hills. This area is rich in
minerals such as feldspar, beryl and mica. Chris
-picked up a.smg}] sample of mica, which he promptly Y
.added to his rock collection. When he got-back
to Probe II, he carefully labeled the rock. \Ronnie
used the microscope to look at the m1ca more c1ose]y

~ "Too, bad you couldn't get a gold samp]e," said

Bobby. "I've been told that one of the largest

gold mines in the world is located in the Black Hills=*"
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"I think they should have*called this place
"Gold Hi]]s'\because of all the gold that is mined
here," remarked Jackie. )

bt

"The memorial honoring the Sioux Indian chief
Crazy Horse interested the youpgsters. The gigantic.
statue is 563 feet high and 641 feet long.

Their grevtpd? year's vacation had included

a visit to a Native American reservation. Bobby
had done a great deal of research about Native
Americans in his social studies class. In fact,
he had learned that the sta;;itakés its name from

the Sioux Indian word "Dakofay.' meaning "allied

. [

‘tribes."
-Although a stopover at Flintstone's Bedrock
City was not on their iﬁinerary, Ronnie, who had
read practically all the Flintsone storybooks in
print, begged Terry to make a-brief stop. Luckily,
there was time to spare, and they were able to
stop at this life-sized village in Custer, one
mile west on U.S. 16. The buildings, equipment
and characters were from the cartoons on tg]e—
vision. Nicky was buSily clicking her, camera,
taking photographs of Ronnie, Chris and Les riding
in Barney's car. While they yere d}iviné to their
next destination, Bobby and Jackie drew their own
cartoons. ) ‘ '
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they placed the paper against the bark and rubbed

2 the paper carefully and evenly with the crayon.
They then labeled their rubbing -and added it to

N\ : . their collection for later examination,and identi-
fication. . . -

The yéungsters were ho]lécting small, permaneﬁ%
" samples that would later help them remember their
trips.

=
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they placed the paper against the bark and rubbed
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They were driving back into Wyoming, the state
they Bad barely seen en route to Wind Cave National
Park in South Dakota. They had not had enoug( time
in Cheyenne, the capital of Wyoming, but the group

_haq been able to see enough of tgé city to form an
impression. Bobby and Les had felt that Cheyenne
matched their -easterner's image of the West. They
had found it to be a clean; friendly little city,
surrounded by wide open sbaces. ‘However, they had
been disappointed that they could not be in Cheyenne
for the "Frontier Days," a celebration of the city's
western heritage. The celebration is also called
the "World's Number One Rodeo." Authentic Native
American dances, free chuckwagon breakfasts and

~colorful parades are some of the attractions that
took place during that time. _

Just the thought of a rodeo made Bobby recall
his enjoyable experience two years ago at the rodeo
in Salinas. )

Since that time, Bobby had wanted to own a
horse. The one he wanted the most was a Shetland,
the smallest pony in the world. It would be easier
to convince his parents that he could care for it
in a large city. what’fun it would be for his
brothers and sisters and their friends to ride the
horse! '

Bobby had actually begun to learn about Shet-

Tands when he had spoken with one of tha ranch hands
on Ms. Fernandez's ranch in.California. The
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ranch hand had told him t a Shetland pony is about

10 hands high--a hand, in the vocabulary of "horse _

people,” being 4 inches. Horses are meé;ured from hoof

to shdﬁ]derﬂ +sBobby had also read .many books about

horses and often visited the zoo and circus back home,
*where he could pet, feed and Tearn more about animals.

While they were driving toward Grand Teton Nation-

v al Park, Ronnie was engrossed in reading all about
Wyom%ng. Several facts were impressive and worth sharing
with the group. Ronnie said that Wyoming is named i
the Equality State because Wyoming women were the first
in the nation to vote, hold public office and serve
on juries. Also, in 1924, wyomihg voters e]ected‘the
first woman governor, .

One of the special treats the groub was looking
forward to once they‘reached the park was their river
trip on a raft. A- t;1p down the Snake River 1in an
inflatable rubber raft was planned. The name alone--’
Snake River--intrigued them, ’

When they arrived, they were not disappointed with
their river trip. The Snake River poured through ‘
a valley, and on both sides of the river were forests
of conifers and tall mountains. The group was told Q
by their guide on the trip that the forests were filled
with moose, deer, elk and more than 200 species of
birds, from bee-sized hummingbirds to é;g1es. As they
rode through, they saw an ea®le soaring high above
them. Fortunately, they had brougﬁf binaculars with
them, and éhey werq;ab]e to catch glimpses of this
tremendous creature, our national bird. The youngsters
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stared in wonder at the eagle. The guide to]ﬁ

them, "Its wingspread’max be up to 7 feet. You can
tell it from a turkey vulture by the fact that its
wings are held stra1ght out from its body, and not
tilted upward as the turkey vulture's wings are.

"The eagle is not bald. Its head feathers
are snow white,” Jackie said.

Bobby remarked,: observing the bird in flight
through the binoculars, "It does look bald, compared
with its dark body." .

The guide said "These wonderful bigds are becom-
ing sd&nc/’because humans are tak1ng ovgf their
environments.

. Nicky added, "I read that they play a very,

very important panzrin keeping the balance of nature,
by eating dead fish, rabbits and deer."

Ch:lj/éaid, "They're part of nature's recycling

- helpers.
The guide pointed out that this spectacular )
/ Grand Teton NationaT Park, with its snow-capped peaks,
deep-blue lakes and_ streams, and beautiful glaciers
N was similar in beauty to the Swiss Alps in Europe.
The group agreed that this summer they really
felt like scientists probing our wonderful environmen-
‘tal resources.
4
\ *
-
///// ' L
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Aln entry from Jackie's diary: .

Dear Diary: ' ot

It's almost midnight; my friends have been
asleep for hours, and here I aT//y1t1ng by lantern
and the light of the moon. I can't think of & more-
beautiful place to havg insomnia than here jin Glacier
Natigmal Park. A -

We visited the Blackfeet Indians on their reserva-
tion, adjacent to the eastern end of the park. We N
even solved the "myster}’of the midnight 1ntruder," SO
I haven't had time to write.

-Since we're leaving tomorrdw, I wanted to fi]]
you in on oyr adventures. ,This park is_really an out-
door c]assrooh. Our f1rstLﬁay was spent V1s1t1ng the
Sperry Glacier. We were surprised at thg thick cover-

. ing of ice, even in the summer. Wow! This was even
a great way to study geology! -Everyone agreed that
learning about our environment from textbooks is not
enough. We really have to get out and ﬁrobe our
environment, as we have been do1ng this summer

- Ronnie had learned exper1ments about g]ac1ers

in school and demonstrated them in Probe II. By
moving an %ce cgbe over some sand, she showed us how’

a glacier erodes the surface of the land. The ice

acts .as a bulldozer. . '

We knew we couldn't pick the beautiful flowers
we Saw growing,evérywheie--the Indian paintbrush,
the glacier 1ily and the pink monkey-flowers,

: =)
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Luckily, we had our camera. We took pnotographs of *

the flowers so - we would always be able to see the . =

beaut1fu1 rainbow colors whenever we wanted to. ~ //\
Our 'visit to the B1ackfeet Indian Reservation

- was quite an experience. The Blackfeet told us of

*their ancestors, how they had received $1.5 million

\ﬁor their land in 1890, and hon copper was discovered

on their land. %

Well, Diary, I've saved the best for last! Every : .
night for the‘past three- nights, we've had visitors N</
to our campsite. The first night we spent here, a
few of us were awakened by a -rustling sound. Since N~
the noise was muffled and 'we were tired from a long

- day of travel, we-quickiy. fell bagk to sieepG 5

The next merning we were awakened by shouts v
from Ronnie, wpo was the cook for the weék After
fumbling with my sleeping-bag zippers I ran to our, ’
cookﬁng s1te and d1scovered mhy Ronnie was so excited. B
The p1ast1c insulated case that “held’ our supETy of

~breakfast *food (bread and eggs) had been ripped
open. ' All thatnremained,were the bread wrappings, -
neat halves of gggshells and pieces of our once-sturdy
hamper. I stared hungr11y at the remains of what

. would have been fried eggs and French toast. My
stomach grumbled in response. - .

" After cléaning up the mess, we all talked at

once, trying to“guess who orvzpat the intruder was, ‘
and if "it" would strike again! Bopby thought it

= was a bear, but the rest of us doubted it, since -~
bears were not known to venture dowr\ to this level of

-~

X - -
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: .the park. Les womdered if some campers had done the

damage didn't think so, since a hungry person I
wduld hav carried off the whole container. Nicky
and 1 boA suspected it was a raccoon. We had seen
some in the park and knew how c]ever they are and
how they love to -raid Unprotected faed.

Bur conversation all day centered on catching

~our intruder. We vowed to stay awake all night if
necessary. We also secured the food in the van and
padlocked the door.. The garbage  from dinner was
placed in plastic bags in the wire baskets near our;°
campsite. ¢ :

We started to "fade" at about ten 6'clock but
fought sleep for another few hours. At midnight,
only Chris and I were awake, but not for long. The
next morning we all were disappointed in ourselves
for falling asleep, but since we saw nothing in our
campsite that had been=disfurbed, we felt better.

On the way to the lake to wash, Chris discovered
that our visitors had struck again. f]he wire trash
baskets and their- contents were strewn all over the
ground. The husks of our corn @an the cob were
stripped clean of the few kernels that had been

left. Seeing the corn, Nicky was almost certain - ~\

that raccoons were the cu]pr1ts She had done 'some
research on them and remembered reading of their
- fondness for new corn.
WellR Diary, the third night we stayed awake. )
"We q]ggngéqutrap, by leaving a dozen &ars of corn
- tn a nailed wooden crate near our campsite. It was
. R 4 ”~

-
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far enough away from us so we could watch unobserved.

R Thé waiting was endless! But our efforts were
rewarded! .
. 7 At about 2:00 A.M., two ldrge furry animals

came out of nowhere into our campsite. Almost as if
pulled by a magnet, they headed toward the wooden
crate. We all watched in amazement as one of the
Ereatures tore open the box, while the other held it
down. We were amazed at their teamwork and strength.’
As soon as the box was opened, the two'aiﬁha]s went

to work! They husked the corn quickly and then nib-

y bled away at it. We were glad it was a bright moonlit
night, so we could watch every minute df the action,
Les had earlier set up her tripod and took photographs
of this amazing scene. When the corn was gone, our
two guests slowly faded into the darkness from where
they came. Our mystery was solved! '

The next day, our first activity’was to
develop the film. The pictures were amazing,
and we all 1ooked’gt them more than once. Raccoons!

Such clever visitors! Les told us that she had o
seen raccoons-in the:Bronx. I don't know if
they'11 !isit aaain tonights I hope so. They
are a sight to behold!
, Goodnight diary. I'11 write agdin soon.

Jackie
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The following is part of a letter Bobby wrote
to his family: ' '

Mount Raini;r, a-towering, ice-clad, dormant
volcano, was the next destination on our itinerary.
We passed thnough Idaho to get there but’ were so exhaust-
ed during the trip that we saw little of the state,
You cpuld imagine our surprise when we arrived at
Mount Rainier, only to find that the parking lot adja-
cent to the'1odge was covered with snow! A huge snow-

~plow Was being used to c1eaF/the area. After parking

Probe II, we ran ouwt and immediately began having a
snowball fight. What a strange feeling! Snowballs
in summertime! - ”

We soon discovered that many of the trails in
Mount Rainier National Park were closed because of
the heavy snow that still covered the ground. _From
our previous experiences, we had tearned thatv?n
order to enjoy a park's spectacular scenery, one
must hike, bike or ride horseback.

Later ipge the day, we were pleased to learn that
the naturalist ranger was going to lead us on a
short hike tifrough one of the park trails. What fun
we had! We 5ére slipping and sliding all over the
snow-clad hills. Jackie and Nicky were especially

.amused, and the ranger soon became annoyed with them.
Before turning back, we had our last snowball fight.

No wonder there was so much snow 19 the area.
The park ranger told us that the lower slopes of
Mount Rainfer receive from 50 to 75 inches of
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_growth. It consists mainly of giant cone-bearing \

] ¢
)

precipitation yearly and that the higher s]opegd
get more than 500.inches. In fact, during the
1955-56 season, the heaviest snowfall for one
winter in the United States was/recorded at over
1,000 inches.

Our visit to Mount Rainier, Washington State's
best<known landmark, was cut short because of the
snow. We decided instead to'head toward ‘our next Z;
destination in Washington Staté’. This westernmost
state is covered with deep, extensive forests.
Driving toward Olympic National Park, we passed many
trucks laden with timber. -"We-were not'surprised
to learn that lumber and wood Qroaucts, including
paper, are some of the chief manufactured products
of this state. Along the way, we also passed many
sawmills with log-filled ponds.

Since. park roads are built for people's enjoy-
ment of the scénery, we Jhad a }ei§ure1y drive on the
tszting and bending roads. »Wenhad already discovered
that each national park has its@own uniqué featureg
and Olympic National Park was no excepfiona This

particular park contains an extraordinary rain-forest

trees that rise to nearly 300- feet above the forest

floor. hese rain forests, which have good soil and-
excepgionally heavy rainfall, ¥are almost like tropical
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Ronnie and Jackie seemed partfcuiar]y eager to *
arrive at the park. MWe knew that they had_something
up their sleeves because we caught™ them Whispering
so many times. What we did not realize was that.we £
would be having the treat of our lives and the most
important part of oﬂr vacation just ahead of us.

When arrived at the Visitors' Center we were
met by thio people. Ronnie and Jackie greeted them
by name and introduced the rest of ys to them. They

* were scientists, named Jan and Phil. Ronnie and
Jackie. had worked with this team in helping to
redesign Probe II. ‘ ]

The scientists led us to a huge object that
looked 1ike something from outer space. We were
beginning to imagine that we haa been transported
to another planet.

We quickly became absorbed in the scientists’ )
explanation. This "object. from outer space," we
were told, was a portable telecommunications trans-

"mitter. The .scientists had planned for us to
communicate with two of Jackie's pen pals in Europe.

We began to ask a variety of questions as to
how this was possible. The scientists slowly and
carefully explained what was going to happen. They
would set up their video equipment in the Ground
Exploring Module (GEM) and make use of the experimentally
designed electronic equipment. GEM would then be
able to send a microwave signal to the dish mounted
on the trailer in the parking lot. T’is porta&]e

i3

\‘.
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telecommunications tréﬁ%ﬁitter quTd then beam up a
video signal to a United States satellite. The signal’
would then be re]ayed'to an earth station in New . ( *
Jersey connected ' migrohave;to New York City. From ,
there it would be boyncéd to an international '
satellite, and, Wnstantaneous]y, the receiving station
in England would receive the information.
It seemed amazing to us. The scientists explained
; some of the scientific and mathematical principles
involved and used pictures to help Us understand.
The purpose of all this was to study the aqima]
1ife of this rain forest in its natural habitat.
GEM was eTectr%ca]Ty powered, so it would not produce
any sounds. Thus, the animals that sleep during the
ééy and are active at night could also be observed; an
infrared beam would provide the necessary illumination
to help spot the gnimals.
The scienti#&s further explained that, as GEM
prowled through the rain forest, it would transmit
¥pictures via the satellite to England, a nation in
Europe thousands of miles away. The pictures would
be broadcast live and recorded on tape. '
Chris remarked, "I've seen this on television,
but I never really thought it could be d0ne.ﬁ
Needless to say, we could hardly wait to pegin o
our roving venture. This indeed would be a memorable
experience. -
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.. .The group_on the plane‘saf back and relaxed;

—

each youngster was deep in thought. Their wonderful
summer tour was over. There was just one last
excitﬁng stop to make before heading home.

They were on ‘their way to Chicago to make
another tape for the television show "People and
Places, U.S.A." This show was extra special because
it was to be the last program in the series on
"Probing Our Wonderful Environmental Resources," .
nicknamed P.0.W.E.R.«by the group. K

i They felt very sad to be saying good-bye to
Probe IT as they left Seattle, Washington, It had
been more than just a vehicle to them: It had been
their home for a while. Yet, they felt proud and
happy that Jan and Phil, the two scientists who had
helped to redesign Probe II, were driving it to
Washington, .D.C. There it would be put on,display
as a tribute to the achievemente of young Americans.

EPILOGUE ‘
The youngsters sat in a'semicircle, waiting

for their interviewers, Frances and Steve, to intro-
duce them. Although they were a 11tt1e nervous, they
felt the closeness of good fr1ends, wh1ch gave them
confidence. . They all looked wonderful as they proudly
wore their P.0.W.E.R. T-Shirts,
& The show began Frances was saying, "I'm
sure your tour this summer was as educational and u

I’
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successful as the previgus 0 summer tours of our
country. America is wgiting to learn whdt each one
of you found to be most interesting. I know you

have carefully prepared a twenty—miﬁute presentation
of slides and photographs. ® They are ready to be
shown."

The pictures flashed on the~television monitor
in the studio. Each member of the group took turns
explaining”where the pictures were taken. They brought
back some wonderful memories. '

When pictures of Estes Park in Colorado were
being shown, Chris §poke.

"I liked horseback riding there. They have three
hundred miles of bridle trails. I'd love to go back
someday soon and explore all of them. Because of
the chance I had to explore our environment on horse-,
back, I am planning to study all about horses and
perhaps become a trainer." )

"Do you have any plans for future taurs?” i
Steve asked.

The group turned s]ight[g to look @t Ronnie.
Ronnie sﬁ%ke up.

"Les, Jackie and }fwere talking about continuing
our explorations with three pen pals from Europe. Of
course, we are just in the planning 'stage."

Frances asked, "Are you going to continue your
studies of the United States?"

Les answered, "We'would like to go to England
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to do research on the biological ecology there, .

concentrating on the nighttime behavior of animals." éé
Jackie said that they planned a "Probe II-1ike"

vehi#e with more computerized research and satellite

. . . 1
communications equipment.

"Nicky! Bobby! We haven't heard from you yet.
Do you have any special plans for the future?" )
Bobby spoke first. "Next summer I am planning
7/ to work in a special camp for overhéight children.
Ronnie has been a big help to me. To maintain her
weight loss, she has set a very good example of \\\\\_
proper nutrition, I knew Ronnie before she lost
AN weight. Noticing how she looks and acts now has given
me a better understanding of the problems of being
overweight. : -
Nicky said, "I have been invited by a friend
to help build and fly a remote-coentrol model airplane.
My ambition is to eventually become a pilot, and )
this would give me the training I need to start as
a mechanic."
" "I see our time is almost up," said Frances.
"Do you have any advice you would like to give to
- other young Americans?" (
The group knew this question would be asked,
and Nicky was chosen to be their spokesperson.
\ "Our travels have increased our knowledge of the
world around us by enabling us to experience and
learn things firsthand. Thén, too, without studying

Lo
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language arts, math, science and social studies and
applying our work-study skills, what we learned would
have been meaningless to us,

“Our group worked as a team, its members cooperat-
ing with one another every step of the way. We took
pride in one another's accomplishments. We learned
one very important fact: Do the best you can!

Learn, study, and you can‘’be anything you want to
be because you have the capability. You do not have
to follow .in anyone else's footsteps. You can set
your own path and follow your own desires. We are
appy because we've learned we can be what we want.
to be if we use the resources offered us." R
Nicky sat down., The applause was almost deafen-

ing.
Frances and Steve thanked the group for being on
_the show. And then the "On the Air" Tight went out.-
It was“time to go home. They had come, to the
end. O was it just ‘the beginning?

-







