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ABSTRACT
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irndustries, or the resistance of teachers and administrators to
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course of educatical change, much of which will occur due to the
increasing accessibility of microcomputers. The traditional classroom
will, of necessity, give way to more flexible, individualized
instructional enVironments, and will includ electronic media and
improved printed materials., All of these changes are dependent on a
healthy economy, the willingness of citizens to give financial and
moral support to public educatioa, and the quality of teacher
preservice and inservice programs. I1f teacher educators continue to
ignore the potential enrichment of English teaching offered by
electronic media, they will assist in making more irrelevant to
public school students a sukject too many already consider
irrelevant. (HTH)
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IF 1 APPEAR HESITANT TO MAKE BOLD PRONOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THE
FUTURE OF ENGLISH EDUCATION, THAT HESITANCY IS HARD EARNED. HAVING
MORE THAN ONCE [N MY PROFESSIONAL CAREER LABORED TO FORESEE THE
FORCES THAT WOULD SHAPE OUR ENDS, | HAVE LEARNED FROM HINDSIGHT

THE DANGERS OF FORESIGHT, THE WAYS BY WHICH THE UNEXTRAPOLATED.

THE UNINTUITED, THE UNFORESEEABLE CAN WRENCH, DISTORT. EVEN BREAK
ASUNDER THE PATTERNS THAT LOGICALLY AND INEXORABLY SHOULD HAVE

LED PERSONS, INSTITUTIONS, AND SOCIETIES FROM HERE TO THERE.

FROM NOW TO IHEN, FROM PRESENT TO FUTURE. THEY WHO WOULD BE
VISIONARIES ARE FATED ALWAYS TO PEER INTO OPAQUENESS, THOUGH
UNQUESTIONABLY SOME SEERS POSSESS CRYSTAL BALLS THAT SEEM LESS
OPAQUE, BETTER COMPOSED, MORE LUSTROUS, AND MORE GENERATIVE OF
GLEANINGS THAN DO THOSE OF OTHERS.

BepazzLED BY MARSHALL MCLUHAN'S ELECTRIC RHETORIC AND
BUOYED BY BUCKMINSTER FULLER'S VEREAL ODYSSEYS INTO BOUNTIFUL

FUTURES, IN 1967 I wroTE ENGLISH. EDUCATION, AND THE ELECTRONIC
RevorLutioN (NCTE). IN IT [ FORECAST THE IMMEDIACY OF A

REVOLUTION IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH, ONE THAT THROUGH RADIO,

FILM, TELEVISION, TAPE RECORDER., PHONOGRAPH. RECORD. AND COMPUTER
WOULD DISPLACE THE TEACHER AS PURVEYOR OF INFORMATION AND DISLODGE

THE BOOK FROM ITS CENTRALITY IN THE CLASSROOM, My cONvVICTION

THAT THE TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM WOULD SOON BE TRANSFORMED WAS
GIVEN SUPPORT BY THE RAPID MERGERS IN THE 1960s OF PUBLISHING

HOUSES AND ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES: IBM ACQUIRED SCIENCE
ReEsEARcH AssociATES: RAYTHEON ComMPANY PURCHASED D, C, HEATH:

XEROX CORPORATION BOUGHT AMERICAN EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS.

Basic SysTems, INc., AND GINN AND CoMPANY: RANDOM HOUSE. AFTER
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PURCHASING KNOPF, MERGED WITH RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA.

IMPLICIT IN THOSE MERGERS, | BELIEVED, WAS NOT ONLY THE WEDDING
OF WORD AND IMAGE, BUT THE PROMISE OF RAPID DISSEMINATION WITHIN
THE SCHOOLS OF MEDIA THAT WOULD END THE LOCKSTEP OF GRADE/AGE
PLACEMENT , THAT WOULD PERMIT A FAR GREATER DEGREE OF SELF-PACED
INSTRUCTION, OF TUTORIALS, AND OF SMALL-GROUP INSTRUCTION THAN
HAD HITHERTO BEEN KNOWN, .

MY EFFORTS AT PRESCIENCE WAS ENFEEBLED EY MY IGNORANCE,
SOME OF IT FORGIVEABLE, MUCH OF IT NOT. | DID NOT KNOW--NOR DID
THOSE WHO FORGED THE MERGERS REALIZE--THE DEPTH OF INCOMPATIBILITY
BETWEEN PUBLISHING COMPANIES AND ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES, THE
FORMER INHABITED LARGELY BY GRADUATES OF THE LIBERAL ARTS AND
THE LATTER., LARGELY BY MATHEMATICIANS AND ENGINEERS, THE PACE
AT WHICH EACH MOVED., THE LANGUAGE THAT EACH EMPLOYED WERE ALIEN
TO THE OTHER., THAT ASIDE. [ SHOULD NEVERTHELESS HAVE REALIZED
HOW RESISTANT TO CHANGE ANY INSTITUTION IS. FEVEN IF MERGERS
HAD RESULTED IN THE RAPID CREATION OF SOFTWARE PROGRAMS FOR
COMPUTERS AND OF HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATIONAL FILMS AND TAPES., EVEN
IF SCHOOLS HAD POSSESSED THE CAPITAL TO PURCHASE THOSE PRODUCTS.
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN READY FOR THEM:
LIKE ALL CREATURES OF HABIT, ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS WOULD
HAVE RESISTED ANY INNOVATIONS THAT THREATENED TO UPSET THE
PATTERNS OF THEIR WORK AND TO FORCE UPON THEM A REDEFIN!TION
OF PROFESSIONALISM, ACCUSTOMED TO THE SEEMING ORDERLINESS OF
TRADITIONAL METHODS OF PROCESSING STUDENTS, ADMINISTRATORS WOULD
NOT HAVE WELCOMED FLEXIBLE CURRICULAR STRUCTURES., WHILE TEACHERS.,

COMFORTABLE WITH TEXTBOOKS AND ACCUSTOMED TO BEING CONDUCTORS
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OF RECITATION, WOULD HAVE BALKED AT BEING DISLOCATED BY
ELECTRONIC WIZARDRY,

INCREASINGLY CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED TO HELp TEACHERS
ANTICIPATE AND KNOWLEDGEABLY PARTICIPATE IN CHANGE THROUGHOUT
THEIR PROFESSIONAL CAREERS, I FASHIONED IN 1969 A sTuDY THAT
BECAME MY DOCTORAL DISSERTATION AND THAT NCTE PUBLISHED IN 1971
UNDER THE TITLE DECIDING THE FUTURE: A FORECAST oF REspons |-
BILITIES OF SECONDARY TEACHERS OF ENGLIsH, 1970-2000 A.D. For

THE STUDY, | EMPLOYED As FORECASTERS FOUR PANELS OF EIGHTY
EXPERTS, APPROXIMATELY TWENTY EACH IN LEARNING THEORY, EDUCA-
TIONAL TECHNOLOGY., SECONDARY CURRICULUM, AND ENGLISH, THROUGH

A SEQUENCE OF QUESTIONNAIRES, | ASKED THE PANELISTS NOT ONLY

TO DESCRIBE THE INNOVATIONS THEY BELIEVED WOULD OCCUR WITHIN
THEIR FIELDS OVER THREE DECADES, BUT THE PROBABILITY WITHIN
FIVE-YEAR PERIODS THAT AT LEAST 20 PERCENT OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS
WOULD BE AFFECTED BY A GIVEN INNOVATION, T0 PLACE THE PANELISTS'
FORECASTS INTO A WIDER SOCIAL CONTEXT THAN THE SCHOOLS THEMSELVES,
I EXAMINED CHANGES EXTERNAL. TO FORMAL EDUCATION THAT MIGHT LIKELY
OCCUR IN THE FUTURE AND THAT MIGHT THEREBY ALTER THE SCHOOLS FOR
BETTER OR WORSE, [0 THAT END, I BRIEFLY LIMNED SUCH TOPICS AS
WORLDWIDE INCREASES IN POPULATION: NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
GROWTH OF VIOLENCE., WEAPONRY, AND WAR: "ONSERVATION AND DEPLETION
OF NATURAL RESOURCES: SOCIETAL EFFECTS OF LARGE-SCALE URBANI ZA-
TION? EVOLVING PATTERNS OF INCOME AND EMPLOYMENT: GROWTH,
STORAGE, AND RETRIEVAL OF KNOWLEDGE: BIOLOGICAL, PHARMACOLOGICAL.
AND ELECTRONIC ALTERATION OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR: AND EFFECTS OF

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE UPON SOCIAL VALUES,

Cp
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THouGH | MAKE NO APOLOGIES FOR WHAT | WROTE, MUCH OF IT
NOW STRIKES ME AS BEING NAIVE OR QUAINT., THoUGH | HAD READ
DOZENS OF FUTURE STUDIES AS BACKGROUND TO MY STUDY, [ WAS -
UNPREPARED FOR OPEC--WHAT FUTURISTS CALL “A MAJOR SYSTEMS
BREAK"--AND ITS EFFECTS ON THE NATION'S ECONOMY AND ON THE
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. [ FAILED TO ANTICIPATE

A MAJOR SHIFT OF VALUES AMONG THE YOUNG., FROM POLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC DISSIDENCE TO BOURGEOIS CONFORMITY, AND ALONG WITH
THAT CONFORMITY, FROM LARGE-SCALE DISAFFECTION FROM THE

LIBERAL ARTS TO POCKET-BOOK COGMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL AND

VOCATIGNAL EDGUCATION, NEITHER [ NOR THE AUTHORS | HAD READ |
FORESAW HOW HIGH AND HOW LONG INFLATION WOULD RIDE THE ECONOMY.,
OR HOW PERVASIVE ITS ERODING EFFECTS WOULD BE ON THE DAY-TO-DAY
QUALITY OF AMERICANS’ LiVES AND ON THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.
THOUGH ANYONE MIGHT HAVE GUESSED THAT THE FREE-SWINGING
LIBERALITY ASSOCIATED WITH VARIOUS MOVEMENTS OF THE 1960s AnD
EARLY 1970s woulLD LEAD INEVITABLY TO A CONSERVATIVE BACKLASH.,
| DID NOT: | AM STILL PUZZLED BY HOW QUICKLY AND WITH WHAT
STRENGTH THE FAR RIGHT HAS RISEN, BY THE NATIONAL POWER IT
EXERCISES OVER TEXTBOOK ADOPTIONS AND OTHER CURRTCULAR MATTERS,
COINCIDENTAL TO THE REDUCTION OF THE LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM
THROUGH ORCHESTRATED CENSORSHIP HAS BEEN ITS REDUCTION THROUGH
THE BACK-TO-THE-BASICS MOVEMENT., A MOVEMENT THAT HAS STRIPPED
STIGNIFICANCE FROM ORAL COMMUNICATION, FROM LISTENING, AND FROM
LI TERATURE, VESTING IT INSTEAD IN LOW-LEVEL SKILLS OF FUNCTIONAL
READING AND WRITING, [HE MOVEMENT IS ONE WHOSE PERSISTENCE
AND PERVASIVENESS | DID NUT FORESEE A DECADE AGO,




MOR., FOR THAT MATTER, DID | ADEQUATELY SENSE THAT THE
CIVIL-RIGHTS AND WOMEN'S MCVEMENTS., BY BROADENING JO® OPPOR-
TUNITIES FOR WOMEN AND MEMBERS OF MINORITIES, WOULD ADVERSELY
AFFECT THE POOL OF CANDIDATES ENTERING TEACHING. FROM WHAT I
CURRENTLY READ IN EDUCATIONAL JGURNALS, STUDENTS ELECTING TO
BECOME PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS ARE SCORING AS A GROUP IN THE
BOTTOM QUINTILE OF THOSE TAKING THE ScHoLASTIC APTITUDE TEST.

AS A PROFESSION, TEACHING APPEARS TO HAVE LITTLE ATTRACTION
FOR THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST. FINALLY. NEITHER | NOR THE
FUTURISTS WHOSE WORK | CONSULTED FORESAW--IN WHAT SHOULD HAVE
BEEN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE--WANTON REDUCTIONS IN FEDERAL
FINANCES FOR EDUCATION, REDUCTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN PROPOSED
AND ADVOCATED, BY THE REAGAN ADMINI?TRATION.

IF CONFESSION IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL, MINE BY NOW SHOULD

BE, IF NOT SQUEAKY CLEAN, AT LEAST LESS BURDENED., CLEARLY,

IN 1967 AND IN 1971, THROUGH OVERSIGHT AND WANT OF FORESIGHT.

I MISSED MUCH THAT IS WITH US AT PRESENT., NEVERTHELESS., I
REMAIN AS PERSUADED AS | WAS FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THAT THOSE OF

US INVOLVED IN THE PROFESSIONAL ELUCATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
MUST HELP MITIGATE THE NSTITUTIONAL INERTIA INHERENT IN SCHOOLS
IF WE WISH THEM TO BE WHAT THEY LESS AND LESS ARE--VITAL CENTERS
OF LEARNING FOR THE YOUNG. [0 HELP REDUCE INERTIA, [ BELIEVE
THAT WE ARE MORALLY OBLIGED TO HELP 1EACHERS, WHETHER THEY BE™
PROSPECTIVE OR PRACTICING, ANTICIPATE AND RESPONSiBLY DIRECT

THE COURSE OF EDUCATIONAL CHANGE. FURTHER., I CONTINUE TO
BELIEVE THAT THAT CHANGE IN GOOD PART WILL RESULT FROM THE

STEADY INTRUSION INTO EDUCATION OF COMPUTERS AND OF NONPRINT
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MEDIA, AN INEVITABLE CONCOMMITANT TO THAT INTRUSION WILL BE

THE LONG-ANTICIPATED EROSION OF AGE/GRADE/SUBJECT PLACEMENT,
WITH ITS STIFLING EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUAL MOTIVATION AND
CREATIVITY,

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO ENGLISH TEACHERS WOULD HAVE RESISTED
HAVING TO LEARN THE EDUCATIONAL USES OF VIDEO CASSETTE OR
LASER DISC RECORDERS, BROADCAST AND CABLE TELEVISION., COMPUTER-
ASSISTED INSTRUCTION, CASSETTE RECORDERS, AND OTHER NON-BOOK
MEDIA., BUT THE COMPUTER IS NOW SO UBIQUITOUS IN THE SOCIETY,
AS ARE VIDEO CASSETTE AND VIDEO DISC RECORDERS, THAT MORE AND
MORE ENGLISH TEACHERS. RATHER THAN RESISTING THEIR USE, ARE
FLOCKING AT COMVENTIONS TO THOSE FEW SESSIONS THAT OFFER THEM
"HANDS-ON" EXPERIENCE, MOREOVER, WHILE COMPUTER SOFTWARE DID
NOT FOLLOW HARD UPON THE MERGERS IN THE 1960s OF PUBLISHERS AND
ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES, IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY AVAILABLE
AND, THOUGH STILL LARGELY INTENDED FOR SUPPLEMENTARY DRILL AND
PRACTICE,VINCREASINGLY SOPHISTICATED. ACCORDING TO AN ARTICLE
("TexTBoOK PUBLISHERS AND COMPUTER SOFTWARE PROGRAMS") APFEARING

IN THE FEBRUARY 1982 iSSUE oF MepiA AND METHODS, A NUMBER OF

PUBLISHING HOUSES ARE NOW OFFERING COMPUTER SOFTWARE PROGRAMS
IN REACING AND LANGUAGE ARTS., AMONG THEM, HOUGHTON MIFFLIN,
McGraw HiLL, SRA, RAnDOM HOUSE. AND SCHOLASTIC,

BECAUSE OF MICROCIRCUITRY. BOTH THE SIZE AND THE COST OF
COMPUTERS HAVE DRAMATICALLY DECREASED WITHIN THE PAST DECADE.
WITH THE RESULT THAT ARTHUR MALMED, IN AN ARTICLE TITLED

"INFoRMATION TeCHNoOLOGY FOR U.S. ScHooLs” (PHI DELTA KAPPAN,
JANUARY 1982) ESTIMATES THAT ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY STUDENTS

a
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IN 1990 couLD "ENJOY A COMPUTER-ENRICHED INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
AVERAGING 30 MINUTES A DAY"” FOR A cOST OF ABOUT $30 PeR
STUDENT PER YEAR, "INCLUDING THE COSTS OF EQUIPMENT, MAINTENANCE.,
COURSEWORK, AND MATERIALS OTHER THAN COURSEWARE.” IF MR. MALMED'S
ESTIMATION BECOMES REALITY., [ WOULD HOPE THAT STUDENTS WOULD SPEND
MORE OF THEIR ALLOCATED 30 MINUTES IN PROGRAMMING THE COMPUTER
10 THEIR OWN ENDS THAN IN FOLLOWING THE MANDATES OF COMMERCIALLY
PREPARED PROGRAMS, AS CAREFULLY DEVISED AS THOSE PROGRAMS MIGHT
BE. AS MY OWN TWO YOUNGSTERS HAVE DISCOVERED, THE COMPUTER CAN
BE A VHICLE ON WHICH TO CREATE FOR ONESELF AS WELL AS ONE ON
WHICH TO BE PROGRAMMED BY OTHERS.

DESPITE THE UBIQUITY OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND DESPITE EVER
GREATER WILLINGNESS FROM TEACHERS TO PUT THESE MEDIA TO USE.

THE TYPICAL ENGLISH CLASSROOM CONTINUES TO LOOK AS STERILE AS
IT DID IN THE DAYS OF GRADGRIND. ROW UPON ROW OF DESKS
CONTINUE TO FACE THE FRONT OF THE ROOM, AS THOUGH THE TEACHER
WERE THE ONLY WORTHY PERSON IN SIGHT WITH WHOM TO DIALOGUE.,
ABSENT ARE NOT ONLY TELEVISION SETS, RADIOS. VIDEODISC RECORDERS.
CASSETTE TAPE PLAYERS, FILM PROJECTORS, RECORD PLAYERS--ALL OF
THE "ELECTRONIC SURROUND” IN WHICH STUDENTS LIVE THEIR LIVES
OUT OF SCHOOL--BUT BOOKS AND PERIODICALS AS WELL., IT IS A RARE
CLASSROOM THAT SPORTS A LIBRARY WORTHY OF THAT NAME, AND IT IS
A RARER TEACHER STILL WHO WOULD THINK TO PLAY CLASSICAL MUSIC
ON AN FM RADIO AS BACKGROUND TO COMPOSING,

IF [ AM SURE OF ONE THING, IT IS THAT THE TRADITIONAL.
BARREN CLASSROOM AS FOCAL POINT FOR LEARNING IS NOT HOLDING,
CANNOT HOLD, REPEATEDLY THE PANELISTS WHO CONTRIBUTED OVER A
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DECADE AGO TO DECIDING THE FUTURE ENVISIONED ITS DEMISE BY THE

YEAR 2000, PEpMIT ME TO QUOTE A HANDFUL OF OVERLAPPING GENERALIZA-
TIONS FROM THAT 1971 MONOGRAPH, GENERALIZATINNS DERIVED FROM
FORECASTS OF THE PANELS:

LOCKSTEP INSTRUCTION WILL DISAPPEAR AS GREATER
EMPHASIS 1S PLACED UPON STUDENT-PACED., CONTINUOUS-
PROGRESS LEARNING., THE MOST EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTIONAL
PROCEDURES FOR DIFFERENT LEARNING TASKS AND DIFFERENT
STUDENTS WILL BE DETERMINED, AND THE COMPUTER WILL
ASSIST THE TEACHER IN SELECTING APPROPRIATE
LEARNING MATERIALS FOR EACH CHILD, (DECIDING THE
FUTURE, PP, 114-5)

THERE WILL BE INCREASED USE OF TV INSTRUCTION,
THE COMPUTER WILL BE USED FOR TEACHING DEFINITE AND
INDEFINITE RULE-BOUND STRUCTURES., SUCH AS SPELLING.
GRAMMAR, AND RHETORICAL STRATEGIES FOR COMPOSING:
FURTHER, IT WILL BE PROGRAMMED FOR INSTRUCTION THAT
ALLOWS CONVERSATIONAL DIALOGUES USING NATURAL
LANGUAGE, . .. INDIVIDUAL STUDY STATIONS WILL BE
DEVELOPED TO DELIVER PROMPTLY WHATEVER MATERIALS--
PICTURES, BOOKS. TAPES, FILMSTRIPS, FILMS--THE
STUDENT NEEDS: AND THE TEACHER COULD BECOME MAINLY
A MANAGER OF INSTRUCTIONAL ENVIRONMENTS RATHER
THAN PRINCIPALLY A TRANSMITTER OF KNOWLEDGE AND
skiLe.,  (Isip,. p. 115)

STUDENTS WILL HAVE AVAILABLE TO THEM IMPROVED
PRINTED MATERIALS OF MANY TYPES--PAPERBACKS., SHORT
BOOKS WITH SPECIFIC PURPOSES., TUTORIA' BOOKS, BOOKS
THAT WILL SEND THEM TO OTHER EXPERIENNCES AND
RESOURCES AND BACK TO BOOKS AGAIN., CLASSROOMS
WILL HAVE WALL TELEVISION SCREENS ON WHICH CAN BE
PROJECTED BOTH CURRENT EVENTS AND LIFELIKE REENACTMENTS
OF MAJOR SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL EVENTS. CASSETTE-
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TYPE TAPE RECORDERS AND EXTENSIVE LIBRARIES OF
MODERATELY PRICED AND TESTED FILMS WILL BE
INSTANTLY AVAILABLE TO TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.

.+ CVENTUALLY TELEVISION WILL BE USED AS AN
INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM AS WELL AS A SCHOOL
BROADCAST SYSTEM. AND BY THE LAST HALF-DECADE OF
THE CENTYRY., STUDENTS MAY HAVE AVA(LABLE TO THEM
LEARNING CARRELS BOTH WITH BUILT-IN AUDIO., VISUAL.,
OR AUDIOVISUAL RESOURCES AND WITH FACILITIES FOR
RESPONSE TO OR COMMUNICATION WITH A COMPUTER.
(IBiD.. pp, 124-5)

THROUGH THE COMPUTER., STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE
TO RETRIEVE DATA ON DEMAND FROM MULTI-MEDIA, MULTI-
MODE DATA BANKS: FURTHER THEY WILL HAVE ACCESS TO
COMPUTERS THROUGH TELEPHONE LIMES IN THEIR HOQMES,
To LIGHTEN THE TEACHER'S LOAD., THE COMPUTER WilL
COMPILE STUDENTS' RECORDS AND PROVIDE CONTINUOUS
REPORTS OF STUDENTS' PROGRESS, ([BID.. P, 125)

SILENT AND SOUND MOTION PICTURES AS WELL AS
PRODUCTIONS ON TELEVISION WILL BE TAUGHT AS LITERARY
MEDIA, CLOSED-CIRCUIT AND BROADCAST TV. TAPE
RECORDERS., AND VIDEOTAPE RECORDERS WILL BE AVAILABLE
TO EACH CLASSROOM FOR INSTRUCTIONAL USE. LEARNING
CENTERS WILL MAKE ACCESSIBLE TO STUDENTS A VARIETY OF
MEDIA FOR LARGE-GROUP, SMALL-GROUP, OR INDIVIDUAL
INSTRUCTION, THE READY AVAILABILITY AND FREQUENT
USE OF THESE AUDIO AND NONPRINT VISUAL MEDIA WILL
RESULT IN THEIR RECEIVING GREATER EMPHASIS FOR
LEARNING THAN DOES PRINT. (IBID.. PP, 157-8)

WHETHER THE PANELISTS' PROGNOSTICATIONS BECOME FACT OR

WHETHER THEY REMAIN PIE IN THE SKY DEPENDS UPON A NUMBER OF
FACTORS, INCLUDING THE HEALTH OF THE ECONOMY., THE WILLINGNESS
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OF CITIZENS TO GIVE FINANCIAL AND MORAL SUPPORT TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION, THE ABILITY OF THE NATION TO AVOID NUCLEAR WAR--AN
EVENT WHICH WOULD RENDER ALL FORECASTS ACADEMIC--AND THE GUALITY
OF PRESERVICE AND INSERVICE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO TEACHERS. IF
THE FUTURE ENVISIONED BY THE PANELISTS IS TO BE GUIDED INTO A
HEALTHY EXISTENCE, THEN THOSE OF US WHO PR FESS ENGLISH EDUCATION
WILL NEED TO GO WELL BEYOND OUR CONCERN FOR THE BOOK. AS CRITICAL
AS THAT MEDIUM WILL REMAIN BOTH TO OUR SUBJECT AND TO HUMAN
LEARN?NGr WE WILL NEED TO INCORPORATE INTO BOTH OUR UNDER-
GRADUATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAM3 NOT ONLY INFORMATION AB"UT BUT
"RACTICAL EXPERIENCE WITH NON-PRINT MEDIA AS THESE MEDIA NOW
AFFECT., AND AS THEY PROMISE TO AFFECT. THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH,
MOREOVER, BECAUSE OF THE DIMINISHED NUMBERS OF UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS ELECTING TO TEACH ENGLISH AND BECAUSE OF THE RELATIVE
STABILITY OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENTS IN THE SCHOOLS, WE WILL NEED

TO DEVELOP INNOVATIVE INSERVICE PROGRAMS FOR PRACTICING TEACHERS,
PROGRAMS THAT, ON SITE, CAl. ASSIST TEACHERS IN USING WISELY AND
WELL A FULL SPECTRUM OF PRLNT AND NON-PRINT MEDIA,

IF WE IGNORE IN OUr CLASSES AND IN OUR CONFERENCES THE
POTENTIAL ENRICHMENT TO ENGLISH TEACHING OFFERED BY ELECTRONIC
MEDIA ALREADY AVAILABLE TO GUR USE, WE ASSIST IN MAKING MORE
IRRELEVANT TO STUDENTS IN THE PUBLIC SCHCOLS A SUBJECT FAR TOO
MANY OF THEM ALREADY FIND IRRELEVANT. CONTINUING DOWN THAT
PATHWAY ONLY HASTENS THE TIME THAT ENGLISH AS A SUBJECT, LIiKE
THE ANCIENT CLASSICS AS A SUBJECT. DWINDLES INTO INSIGNIFICANCE,

THAT DISMAL FUTURE NEED NOT BE,




