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"periodicals, unpublished manuscripts, and school reccrds prcvides an

‘0f ethnic groups, and the country school today. Two examples
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COUNTRY SCHOOLS A6 HISTORICAL SITES ’

T by
‘E? Nilt Riske )
Jolin Greenleaf Whittier descri%ed“f.schoolhouse by the road as're ragged

-

' /

beggar sunning.”

Velma Linford, a Wyominé state superintendent of schools. Warned the people

of the state not to "bulld monuments with taxpayer's money,"”

L4 . .
In southern Wyoming there are but a few "ragged beggars" still in existence,
. : o .
and none are gonumenfs, but functionzl e&ifices dedicated to educating rural and-

4

hamlet children. . ’ !

According to the State Department of Zducation in aydming there are 2% dist-
ricts with at least one rural school. There are 82 rural elementaxry schools with

139 teachers sexving 1,296 pupils; Some schools. have but one of twWo pupils per

- . -—

teacher, ‘ - -

) Fifty years agd there were over 1,000 rural schools empld&ing lxéQC teachers

for an enrollment of 15,000 pupils.1
Schools followed the people who settled tf.le teri‘itozy; the mountain man,
the military, the railroader, the fepchers,«the homestéadexs, the mine;s and |
later, the ol drillers. : ’ - : _ l
The first school in Wyomis%?was estEBlished in.lSFZ at Fort uaramie three
;ears afier the fort had been sold to,the govegnment for a base of.operations ]
against the Indiansf Ereviously'it'had functioned as a base for furxtrading.'
Military Chaplain Richard Vaux started the school in a builqing wnich late”

was to be used as a laundry. ¥Chaplain Vaux, assisted by his older uaughter

Victoria, taught the school ﬁhich was opeﬁ to officers chiléren as well as

A

tradevs offsm:ing. ‘ -~ L

¢

A school built in 1866 in Fort'Bxidgei is sti ll sbanaing. Howver, prior.

to this edifice, Judge w vy Carter tanght school in & room in- nis home at the

‘, C

fort, in a letter published iﬂ the Wyoming Annals, a son of Carters wxites;¢

., -

’
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Country Schools As Historkcal Sites - 2 .

"It (the school) was kept in the beglnning in one of the roods
'An our nouserand the teacher was siss Fannie Foote employed in
St. Louis, Hissouri and brought out by my father."

=

In a letter to the editor published in- the Cheyenne Leader, uctober 19,
1867 a reader expre$sed concern about a scnool in vheyenne:.. ;///

"What are we going to do about a school this winter? I know
«~ there are many tninga‘requiring the attention of the enter-
prising citizens ‘of Cheyenne and I know there are aany public
expenses to be borne. 3>ut it is not indispensable that we
- * should have a school. I see the childTen in every alléy and
street, and no doubt there are more coming."”

The writer continued that he yas nelther a parent, guaraian vr a teacher.

_ e beliéved that it was likely a school gould be built by public subscription.

An&itljgkgonstructed by subscriptioh, the qitizené having raised atout $25,000."
. , , .
Cn January 6, 1869, the newﬂmulﬁing was dedicated with the thermometer reading

a frigid 25° bvelow zero.
K [ .

Mrs. Zlizabeth Snow Hawes, an early teacher, described the first school in'

the frontier town of Cheyenne: , .

“The first schoolhouse was a loosely bullt wooden shack with
two rooms seating perhaps 50 pupils each. Through the roof "
the winterihg;zzards showered a fine mist of snow upon us."

d »
<

¥rs. Hawes later became county superintendent of schools,

€

Settlement of the Territory followed the Union Eacific tracks and the .
second public school was founded in Zaramie. The arrival of teacher zliza

Sfewart ln 1868 marked the foundation of a school in Laramie, The é&ilding

was erected, but had no roof., A benefit dance was held to raise funds for

LN

.the completion of the structure,

' r

In 1870 the Laramie Sentinad reports on the schools Qﬁ the outer fringes.

. * 1
They were at Raé Suttes, Hutton Grove and the Fish datchery which was near
fort Sanders. Several years later the Red Buttes school burnededown and ;100

"was appropriated for a new one.- , L =

-
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.uountry ochools as Histprical Sites - 3 ' :
bne year after the railroad shops were constructed, Aawlins establishea P

f¥rst teacher.

their school in 1869, Although a law

Mhoney again was ralsed by subscrxxion.<
was«Passed by the Territorial Legislature which maintained that schools should

be provided for by general taxation rathér than voluntary contributions, there
are reports of a number of occasions which ranchers and farmers paid for schools
and teachers out of thelr own pockets. Mr. Cronberg, to educate hiséthree\sons,
built a. school and paid for the teacher'for the first two years until the dist-w‘

6 . i ) .

rict took over the duties.

uuring the deoression J. Stuart Brown rggalls that ne and nls brothers >

took dollars to school to nelp pay the teachers salary and complete the school

term.? k“ " )

“he first school in Rawlins was neld in a log building

LAY

:ch was later con -

verted into a lodging house kmown as "The :eehive.

-~

from Louncil nluffs, Iowa, and she taught five students.

Its first teaiher came
nS the school popula-
tion grew the scnoal-#as mowed to larger quarters nine times in 16 years; once,

into a log ouilding which had formerly been a saloon, bcsgpation as an’educat-

'ional facility was short lived when, because it was the best constructed building

. ’

in towm, it oecame the court house and a fortification against Indian raids.8

By-lB?Q a school;was held in éguth Pass Clty with a James Stilman as the

. , ) -

wAn»early school in ﬂganston was held above a saloon with the wooden stairs
leading up the ‘outside of the building to it.’ The room was furnisned with only o
a blackboard a2 table and_a few chairs hiss Quna nopxins served as fixrs

: uompulsory attendance laws were instituted in the ierritory in 1873 also N\

teacher.

requiring that 'school wouid e free to all children ages seven to twenty-one.

This date then is tha official oeginning of rural schools in ayoming.

. /
» . . M
. . [
*
. o .
. .
a
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+
The early schools were held in ranch homes, bunkhouses, COOK shacks, section

houées along the railroad tracks, outouildings and even one report of a school

hpld in a. sheep wagon,

| An-early school was rgportenly held in Jinm Saker's cabln on the Little Snake"

- / ". )
river in oarbon county &0 1875 rirs, Theo James was the teacher and Jim saker

/
received the magnificant sum of 32.00a week rental, As a mountain man, he had
moved to the Valley in 1873, finding that Colorado was becoming too civilized

and "to get.more, elbow room." 3aker had'trapped, prospected run a store, oper-

' r
" ated a ‘erry boat and started a ranch. de had narried nis second lndian wife
and had several children from both. , ) c T ¢

The log house was zort like and the teaching took place in the south room.

* The original building had three stories. It still ‘'stands on a plot of .ground

‘ .

in’ Savery which includes two other schools; one now useda a museum. The fort-

i i
like cabin is actually on its third site., It had been moved to Cheyenne’s .

rrontier Fark as an historical attraction in 1917, but was returned to
‘ -~

Savery in 1976 (The original site was nearby across the road from the Baker

///family graves on a hill ) This 1and Was thé site of a school built in 1908

-
>

and destroyed by fire in 1926. The building which houses the preseft ‘museum -

was then constructed with additions attached de;il SaVery wWas: consolidated with

the Baggs district around 19b3 mhe\small school was moved to the site in

193h;59d is presently used for storage, ut there are plans to Eestore it as
a tyoical one room school.‘9 ‘ . ’ .
‘(
According to a thesis wr*tten oy uonald Yeir Baxtor, a school Known- aS“ -

Burnt Fork was established in the McKirhon area of sweetuater county in 1877,
8 about seven years ;}ter the first settlers, It was a building 16~Byc18 feet

with a plank floor and dirt roof, and had about nine pupils. « aarly ‘teachers

were Mark Manly, Robert Herefoxrd and William Feavson. o

, f
Ay
)
.
:
,

&




_were installed. Area ranchers btuilt it and it endufed until 189% with as many

35 vy us feet, and’ was utilized until 1924 when it burned to the ground. »

L . ’ -~
' < \ i . ) . '

Country_Schools as ristorical Sites -'5

.
-

. Y ‘ N
This school was’maintained until 1883 when the secoqd and third burt Fork

school sites were moved closer to the center of population, and glass windows

LY

as'27 students at one time.
The fourth 3%§nt Fork site was a'ra}her large, two-story log building,

oriéinally constructed for an zpiscopal church and amusement cehger. It was

)

approximately 60 by 30 feet with a shingle roof, 7The teacher was Nr..McMillan,

(nown‘for_pis strict discipllnarian tactics, ’
. h] . ) L~
The next zuxrpt Fork .school was on the Vinceat ranch in 1895 with Mr. We

Millan continuing as teacher for $50.00 per month. " .

:The sixth school was situated about a quarter nile east - a log structure:

Some of the teachers during these years included Molly Listrum, Normoral

Ashton,. Gracg Hathaway, Amazbee Davidson; May Graham, Lucille Hanks, Etta Kaizraie{

Jesse Mier, Delieh Decker, Mr, McCarney and Pat Murphy. )
“his\Puilding Wwas also used as a community center, and after it was destroyed .
by fire, a race track was built on the site.lo\ . . ' 4
Still another, the seventh -Buxnt Fork school was.of framé censtruction
with a shinglé roof, 40 by €0 feet, and heated with a coal stove. The school;
opeiaﬁed until 1946 when it was closed due to declining enrollment. The few -

studertts and teachers were transferred to HcKinnon school, , The bullding was torn

down around l97u and a/ cabin for a summer home built on the s:l.te.l‘1 .
L] f't.
A diary xept by/Z;roline Phelps tells the follewing about the earliest rural

-

school in Laramie ‘county:

-

"Cn May 5, 1979, a school meeting was held in the Goff section

house 2t Zgbert and School District Number three was organized,
b extending from Eine Bluffs to Archer, 35 miles east and west
and 200 mile;.north and south across the State. J.3. Gordon

-

e

1

+

« 3 : 1
T ’ ) !
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Lountry Schools as Historical Sites - 6 9¢ _ .
was elected president of. the toard; Alonzo Martin (Mrs. Gilland's
: father), Charles Rugg and William Rowland, diréctorsy and

.Reuben Martin and John Rowland, trustees., Mr. Goff became
. so irate over the determination of the majority to locate the
first school holse on the ‘Muddy' rather than at Egbert that
the meeting was' forfed to adjourn to the yard." 12

t

Thelschool was built 2% ailes south of Egbert on.Mud@y creek,'actually'
on the Rugg ranch, later to become the Anthony Wilkinson ranch. A three month
term for school was agreed and«Miss Hary Wheeler was hired as a teacher.
* ' James DBolan das a Lharter pupil in the school, ana much-later he was to

purthase this first school building and fove it to his’father's ranch as a

bunkhouse for cowhands. S - ’

e "In 1887 a school was built in rine Bluffs, but only after a stormy session

L]

at .the school on Huady Creek. ﬂany felt there:was no-need for another school.
’ : P

The first Pine Bluffs school was taught by pMinnie Garland One of the other .

early teachers was idna Roberts whp was to raxry James Lolan,

3

Rosella CarBon, forﬁer county superintendent mentioned in a taped inter-
view thit udna Roberts was one of”her’teachers. Carson first attendeé'aischool‘

at 3alem iff 1888. Salem was later named Lindbergh for' the famed'aviator.

g M .
Why;e man& school board meetings were passive affairs, those in eastern

4

Ilaranie county sometimes erupted in violent anger, .

"2robably becaude there were Irish," according to Tom ' Brannigan, an early

. student. ‘"To prove ‘the. aud sod should not be entirely forgotten, they hired
W , :
Mofiy uelehanty as a teacheI‘."13
- There were schools along tha Medicine Bow river as early as 1880, as well
B . > 2

. as’ alpng the Sweetwater river, A notation taken from a letter or diary in 1880

stated, ‘;5 to the LCTossing to a dance At the school house" was in reference to -

<
a school in the area of Medicine-Bdw cross,ing.l4 h
; > . N . ' .

Mrs. Ruth Beebe, both in print ang on tape, claims there were schools’In

the.valley‘at Fexrris mountain (Carboncounty) at this time.

'. . : s \ 19 * o,




oountry Schools as Histo¥ical Sites -7 .
R X ' !
"when there were fi:teen children at school age, wr, Roberts
) wWent to the mountain to get logs with which a school.was
. ‘ built, Tom Sun of the famous Sun ranch attended.” 15

_Another famous pioneer cattleman who attended the rural schools.of southern
e 7 . f.

wyom{ng was Russell Thorp: tie was oneof the four students taught by ‘nrs. renry
Real at'a schaol buflt in 1884 north of.Fort Laramie, then in Laramie county.

¥ -t »

The site was near where Muskrat creek crOssEd the old bheyehne-black Hills.road

- »
on the Henry L Read ranch. . : ) ! {‘ .

Nine months of school were.held, but to accomplish this the school was

A Y
moved. from' the Read manch to the Lhorp ranch to the nargrove ranch. lhe students

boarded free for the three months at the ranch where the school was located.

The room.had a dirt floor, but the teachers and students.put down gunny sacks for

rugs*jstaking the sacks at each cormer. ‘ - )
. In the early 1900's this same 'plan was used in Carbon county with a school
known as the "traveling school." FParticipating were youngsters~from the vowdin

_ ranch, the Cordwell ranch and the § ranch.16
3y, 1886 school was being held at the Fenner ranch at Hams Fork in binta
o >
county. . In 1898 Miss Maggie uunningham arrived from\Evanston to teach, accord-

»1ing to a répoxrt in the newspaper.
A north end school was built in‘Evanston by Isaac Ferguson in 1397; later
it was transformed into a branch of the L.D.B. church and used as a social hall,

*ifteen children attended under Miss agnes Brehmer of uaramie.
i’ -/
A bed bug infestation caused the school to be vacated the building sold,

N
and’a new school built in 1906, For oxer twenty-five years this structure built .

. e

by Samuel 2. adams was useégfor a schgol, but it, too, was closed due to bed bugs .

N

It seems the insects were carried in b swallows. "They were so sad that teacher®

attempiing to sleep in the buildings placed the legs of the beds in cans of

. 1 )
kerosene."™ / o *
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In the 1890's there was a school at Independence Rock and-also at shiskey

. P R . , . . s N g
an ' . '
. '

-~
o

° 1In 1892, figanced with Chicago money, a new town ngazr Soda Lakes was devel-

oped. It-was called Johnstown in Sweet#ater county. There was a newspaper,

the"Wyoming Sentinel" and a new brick school Ths town was renamed later to - '
- .

serthaton in honor oﬁ\\ertha Bzxnes whonm none of the town residents knew,

» "%With f41ling finamces the syndicate leader went Zast to promote more money, -
A4

A.H. narnps, publisher of school books,in the district, said.he would contfibute;
: . ? ‘ ) )

»

—

+ 1f .the name of Johnstown were changed in honor of his daughter Bertha.:
+ The Homestead Aot attracted great nnmbers of settlers to southern wyonirg,
A revision of this law, the Mondell Act, in‘the early l900's increased,the '
/' amount of land the homesteader could "firm up" on, and resulted in more new- ‘

comers fron ‘the East who believed in ‘the adage "A new place is a new start.":

( " As the settlers moved into hastily thrown tdgether hones with theixxfamilies,

they ngeded schools. The Wwyoming nanation Law which promised free “education for

those tetween 7 to 21 laid the foanda}ion, and school districéts were’?ormed.

o . Some of the homesteaders may not have Tteen as concerned about education . .

' for their offspring as%they were thsnkful for the opportunity to take in some

I extra moneyhhy/boarding the teacher. The ready cash helped over some tough times,
’ Most of the early school, buildings were not much more than shacks, S é

" Were simply a room i%wthe homesteader's cabin or a sod hut. btraw maﬁtfzz:es

to sleep on and a heaiing stove for cooking were provided. In the beginnin%/////zi’

‘e

school was usually in session only three to four mogths., Water was hrouéht rom
r i ‘ {

home or, if lucky, there would be a spring or stream nearby. Then #atex) was

lugged to the school in the commUnity E;ter bucket with the dippeJ set on the

+ £lodr or bench. PN . : ' S . ’
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~ Albany county became a store,
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Country Schools as,Hiséorical Sites - ¢ - : ) . 1 ;
#hen no longer needed as scho):ls, ;nany of these structures were torn down

’

and ‘the- lumber used by the fé.en’er or rancher for outbuildings on the premises.

A few were converted into dwellings.l The “Komo gidge echool was moved to Rock

*

River to become a parsonage for the upis%opal church; ¥ -voods Landing 8 school _

was cmnverted to a post office~, two scklools in the Calico hill dtea of La.ramie

. o, -

‘- . A ‘ ’

county were moved togetner for a community center; Tie 7Ain5 s school in

- ’4 ' ’ ' . T ’ 4
. * %hén the sthdent population ip one area no longer deemed a building a. ¢

necessity, the &chool was simply ola.ced in an area whg‘h had 3tudents. ™ The
Z
school itself wad moved, on logs and.with teams of horses rolled to another
B
loca.tioh, .Later on skid.s%were employed, and toda.y the schoolhouses are hoisted
. ~

on}o a £13%bed truck and tra\.ﬁsported., . . ‘ p , '\ '

‘“hen a rancher in Alba.ny county would not allow the neighboring rancher
4

access on his land to get the children to school, the rancher sneaked in during

-—
[y

,the middle of the night -and moved the school to his land, 18

a
I - 9

Other moves were ca.used when a tea.cher resigned and the only replacement ‘

available wa.s the rancher's wife, usually a fomer teacher, Her going 'oack to

teaching was complicated by her own children which she could not leave, (There

were rio baby sitters. nor day care centers then) To ailow her to teach, the

§ ~
desks, books and other school equipment were moved into her ranch home and

. /.

classes were held there.

*

The transiericy of school buildings and “the variety of names attachéd to
country schools-wniake accurate research difficult in traci‘ng back.gronnds of
former schools ‘as well as some §till.standing. The Pumpkin Vine school in
Aloany cotInty #as 'also cal'led the T;@ Na.y school as/c e children came from.
béth the rrosser ranch and the ,het vlill.iams X)( ranch When only - Dea.n Prosser
attended it was known as the Prosser school; when only the nilliams children

_attended, 'Lt wad called the #1lians school - L , ..
- 12 . - ) ~
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. . N . * , 'i . . ,
st In’tracing te history of the Haycree\k school which is still standing in Lo

niba.ny county it was discovered on the Hanks ra.ncb It serves.two students,

son‘and da.ughter ¢f the ranch foreman. when the boy is promot'ed from the eighth ' /

grade, the foreman and his i‘amily will‘ transfer to another ranch and the school
[ N~ N ’. . , .
will be hauled away. According to the foreman's' wife, this sch was known as

’
o

the uowboy school before "it was moved to naycreek- no one seems to kno why.

albany cou,nty has the largest- num‘ber of rural Aschools in nyoming i ”what

E is teda.y the largest school district area in the Dnited States, arger t\ian the

/ “state of Rhode island. Lurrently six gc ools, are s&attered through the County s
hills and valleys, compa.red to the numbe{s previously maintained in this rural ‘
' Y ‘ ara, an infinitesjaal flaw. Some of the buildings have been replace,d by moblile

) trailers, and those which do fit the proiect s definition of a’al scnool
6 = 7 ‘ »
have ‘been moved sq often and rénamed so that tracing historical sites has become
.« - F rm. & . C T ,
+ a.ctnfused ,situation, o ‘ . . . ’ . M
v ﬁ'" - * ) )
A a Cottonwood school, for example, was sca.ttered throughout an area of seven
X \; . ' i
- or eight miles bacg: of La%%,mie Peak, and .several were named "uottonwood,” _The

)

origini‘l Cottonwood Fark was built just prior to 1900 and seems to. have been ) “

e

‘established principally for the Parker family. It probably was a "summer School”
as winter sSnows were heaﬁr. In l9l9 the origine.l school was_rebuilt just below
Jthe"orig.inal.site. It was of log construction on a stone wfoundﬁe‘tion - e lerge, ) g

alry rbom which accomodated twenty children. The gaps’beimeen the logs qere
mortared; the shingled, gabled roof cost $300, an e‘rjormot{s sun for any building
at that tiie. Sam Parkexy who was instrumental in establishing the school,;lived . )
five mlles away, .so he built a house adjacent to the, school lbuilding so his»

o childré'n ‘would be nearby. . | e _ g .

This house and shhoo‘l Were moved by farker to his nomestead in 1931, After

.

tearing down the\buildings, a smaller school was redbuilt and the extra material
. /‘

t

+
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Y

wused for a house, -dere fhe Cottoanod school was referred to as the Ffarker
school, The building was moved again in 1937. and the name chHanged to Lotton-

° ’ o . . N i
wood»Loqxe school for the Locke children who attended. Thid structure caught

B ‘ ] . . ' A
fire in l9hl-and the students carried water from a nearby spring for the!teacher
¥

. to pour on the chimney and under the slats of the roof.

-

A- student who a tended the original lcing,described it after it was

_aoved from the :arxeé site: "It still stands much altered in-ize from the
original. It droons in the late ainter, slowly returning to earth amd’ to +he
. , ’ -

past," 19
p )
. Cottonwood-Northfork was another school sometimes referred to/as Hanks

: scnool because it was the building principally attended by the Hanks children. .

¢
It was situated across Cottonwood creek, and as the teacher boarded at the

«  Hanks ranch, she.had to wade across the creek, a hazardous‘undertaking after’

h

the snring thawf Later a bridge o built, *

’

At a time when no teachers from outside were available, ﬂrs. Ruth danks- .

..marched wfth her offspring off to the school to do the teaching. She placed
. ¥

her baby daughter in the school woodbox for her daytime naps.

Phol remaining in the same site becane known as School

House Hill and was also called Alloway or Lindsey or nubbard at one time or

(

\
( another for the children autenﬁing. “This school was'in a most picturesque

setting of tall pines in an drea abounding with wild 1ife of all kinds,

" There was also a school named Cottonwood on’ the sough fork of the river, ﬁf °

It was 15 by‘ls feet and so crowded that the teacher posted thgﬂart work on
the ceiling, It operated from 1941 to l9h5 and was “foved to the :arker ranch

7 the following year., '’ nad water due to barnyard sewage force%e removal of
7 ‘the school, to the Starr-Rutherford place, At this site bad water was replaced

/

I by good, if not very plentiful, water. A well Vas dug to remedy the shortage.

»

.
]

e ' . 14




~

wountry Schools as Historical 3ites - 12 ‘ s
K Today, the Cottonwéod school vlus a trailer for the albany geak school

.;nd another mobile the sexving as a teaéﬁerage is on the land which was once

the site of the Starr-Rutherford log ranch house built in 1495, fhis house

Zained some notoriety 4in 1916-1919 as the place used b}‘ lone train robbe;' 2ill

carlisle as-a hjiding pldce.. At that time }t was named the Dutchmen's sanch. ’

. - O
The old btarn is still standing, .- -

At various times school was ha%d ifi a r:om of the ranch home, and in 1912
a sch601 named Starr was bullt about a mile from thé ranch. . & school called
#illians was located on the Starr-Rutherford'rancl'b from 1938-46, and’ was'desc-
ribed by the teacher as “one half of a grain shed which had been failed to the
en&;of a log cabin, The~§hev part was made of slabs and there were many holes. .
ﬂ There was no need to open the'windows io let in fresh aif."zo The teacher repér-;
ted the 8 by 8 foot room was not much better thanrper cabin in which. the water
she put on ‘the stove at night had to be thawed in the morning, ) ) g .

.' The p;;;entaCozy_Hollow school in Albany county is’ on the £ennedy brothers' a,J .

ranch, but previously was situated at various sites in.the locale, The school ’
has now tecome aaward of the 3chool District #1 with headéuarters in Laranmie.
The patrons no longer are required to move the squol, paint the bulldings, etc.,
andadistriéi specialists in art,;physical educatio; and music are sent out td
provide for the children's education. .

This is in direct contré;t to the orlginal Cozy nollow school, a nomesteader’'s

’ tr [ ] a -
cabin, reportedly named by L.W. Weber, who exclaimed, "Isn't this a cozy little

Y4 . é -
hoilow?“ls; ’ r .

The River 3ridge school in Albany county took its name,Secause of the, prox-
imity to a bridge spanning the north Laramie river. It is a comparatively new
building builit by di%}rict formula with windows on the south and a lone door

=

facing east. There is a fence to xeep out 1ivestock. .

-

L
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, -

The tuilding itself mﬁy be new; but the name of the school and its history

is va.ried, under 5undry names in various locations beginning with a schbol called
'Hall for the ?lake-na.Il ranch. Actually this-school was taught in the nome fr@f

1910 to 1912. ~In 1913 school was relocated about a quarter ‘of a mile from the
aain biildings e?d"wa‘s called the NVewkirk school for the ranch children by that
name who attendgd;_ s the Hall children still attended, the move was probtaoly
. §
nade to, make it ;qu distance between the families,
R In 1918-19 the school wes moved egain, this \;?E to the Harry Junlap rench
where it became the;Dunl’aBQS\QPéOl as that family Wlad adopted two children "on

' S
.‘ w3 33

-trlal "

- ¥The school was closed for lack of children in 1931 reopened in 1953, and <
‘reestablished. in 1959 to 196k, As ‘the Robbins children were the onlyy ones
attending school at t}mat time, the: school was moved to the Robbins ranch.

”

The ralmer school in Pa.lmer canyon, like the other schools now in use,
cannot be conside;ed nistoric sites as buildings. themselves were constructed
C in the early 1960 Sy’ ﬁeplacing older structures, . . ’ .~

Bosler school in the village of Bosler on old Highway 30, is -
actually the only' "hiS&ric site school” in northern Adbany county., The school
opened in 1910 with a single teacher and a single student. “@){2 Luhen was the
pupil and a Miss‘:srov.m the teacher. By 1936 it had grown to 40 students with
three busses brin;fgihé in stqudents from outlying areas. 3y 1975 the attendance
had dropped to ten, _

| gne tarshall school was moved from the ngrthwest corner of Albany county

to LeBonte Park id laramie, It has been resiored as a monument to tHe fading

coudtry schools dnd is the ol@est school building in the county. ZFrior to its

final "move, it too had a nu;nber of locations and names. - o




*
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. “he first Harshall school was held in 1914-15 in the Lold Spring area, bgt
Wl& the building \.és located on the ‘Iickerson place and was also called
the Nickerson school., That.year Ruth Brtlzlla. #as the teacher; later it was con-
ducted by Helen Dra:{e, uucille Engle and Bertha Cordes., In 1925-26 the school
was consolidated and included a high school w:Lth L.%W. McMarch the teacher. 1In

1927- 28 school Was conducéd in the Marshall oost office. ’ ¢

@

and .
~ Students were ous :d by automooile and sled/in the ranches of the area a .
4

- 8tory is told of Hank Starxr who, although he ate breakfast at ndme before-Qe
. D ) o hi )
run, he stopped to eat ‘breakfast with each family as he picked up the children.

-

- * ‘shen the Curxy ‘school“consolidated, it took some of the Marshall children

- 2and wa.s sometimes referred to as the Marshall scnhool, 1In 1930-31 the Harshall ~

t

school was attended by the Patterson offspring, and hence ‘beca.m the- .ratterson

" scghool.. Up until 1945-46 1t was called, among other names, the. Haring-Atkinson

or Waring Robbins school. ’

.

3efore l’ea\;ing northern Albany county, it would be remiss not to mention

. the North Albany Community Hall which was, and& is .still used oy oétrons and

- L]
schools ,for many of their projects, meetings programs, picnics etc, Because
.)'

of,- the low number of students per ‘S‘chool schools would combine %o present events
#hich required ~reater oa.rticipation. Many times these events took plage at the

\orth Albany Community Hall, ¥

y Chool,mi\few sch -

In southern Albany ¢ ty stands d 4

ools in the county which ¥Qs ppefated in the same location. It has had several

di?ferent names, however, OCnce it was the Sodexgreen for a lake in the area;
. , o

3owle or.I‘g.rsen for residents; Tarkio for a stock food, and later changed to
Harnony-Popp school, Popp‘ Wwas the rancher wh::cw-donated th}e land )on‘;which the
*building stands, é_ darmony was the church's name acrogs the road from the school,
f;r- Popp was very pro-Gez:zizan and"}{h’en the United States elntered '.-r’or“ld #ar II,

-

. ’ \ & . S
h’
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Countxry Schools as thtorical Si tes - 15 - . . ! ,
many of the local ranche*s despised having the name of :opp on the builaing . ™

Cne night a rancher, Nate Johnson, painted out the name from the building ard
the sohool has been referred to as Harmony ever™simce,

fne school that could be a candidate for an historical site is the: montz . ) ¢
™ ’ * . ©

Creek school., It nas been moved from its. location in-albany county to the State
o T . \

Failr Grounds in Douglas, Converse county 2s an exhibits
In Carbon county twe schools - McFadden and Sand Lake - are still in use.

3oth have potential for historical sites.

™ -

The first McFadden school was established in 189# at the tehest of alvery

Zixon. School was conducted only four months in the summer, A few yesrs later

2

J hew building was consiructed on the site of the presé?t school. High school
grade® were incorporated in the system in 19§h when the population increased

due to an oll boom which lasted four years, then tapered off. The early ntgh

school classes were taught in the basement of the aausement hall. In 1959 the
%w

nigh school was discontinued and studenis transported elsewhere,

- N -

. énother school tuilt in Carbon county to accomodate the oil industry was

the Lamont school, still stat

, truly a ragged beggar." O0i] was discovered

in #hat was inown as Cld lost gldier Cil Field, and a town established. nased -

. N ) _
Zalroi] with a population of 210 people. The first school was held in Frank

]
Tanner's home. He was a fleld foreman in 1919, . [ ,

James Lamont leased a section of land and put up a store, filling station,

and some wretched rentaLs for the oil field workers. The town mushxoomed #n

‘ population and_a school  Was erected ?n the back of Lamont's store, The patrons
% ‘
£

rummaged for books, desks and a2 blackboard for the school. 4 Swedish woman, -

wife of an oil field worke:, #as the first teacher for three yeard until 1528,
C S

The town owner, James Limont, along with : obert “ully, a rancher, ané =verett.

Zye, an oil field worker, coaprised the first sorool boaxd. ' Ta d

- 18
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In 13930 a2 new btullding was evected, Ruth Beebe was the teacher and recalls,

"It was a laxge classroom,ra cloak room and also a bench with water from a five

s J
gallon can that I filled ewery morning at the f111idg station and brought to

i -

school."ZI ' . : ’ , J

v

§eebe had a degree‘in education so a sign was pqsted proclaiming Lamont as
‘2 Wyoming Superior S¢ffool. - |

*This building burned down in 1933 - a snow storm.caysed a’'gas valve to mal-
function,‘and the school term was finished in a‘prieete home until the present
Lanont bui%ding was condtructed, It was built in two diffeérent sections wita
4 ’ ’ —_

two rooms and a gym and indoor rest rooms, Later a tezcherage was finished above

% - e

the classrooms, -
In 191{/;his school closed down as the children were transferred to cairoil .
and the building became the Ferzis Mountain Community churcn where services are
h Y M P

.

held in the summer,

" Mrs, Beebe retu;ned to teach in 1958 She describes the present building, ’
"it sits in granaeur silentlj watching on its cedestal -thinking of all the child's
feet ehat ran up and ‘down its stairs recelving ithelr elementary education."z} v

one room rural schools have all but disappeared from the scene in Laramie X
county. A mere shell of the oriﬁinal stucco buiiaing stands near its modern nage- . .
sake - aillaasén school,,nineteen miles west of ,heyenne off the ;nterstate. This
old bui‘din@y;s representative of 2 large humoer of one *oop schoolQwhich were

* operated by District #4 - names suth as utté, necla Borie, Granite, Blancnara, )

Williads, Windy Heilow, Farthing, Ferguson, Merritt and Happy Jac&.; ‘

unly. the latter building remains - Haﬁﬁy Jack is today 2 model of rural
schools which were, so vividly a part of the Wyoming lancscape. It sits now as .

e liviné monumen* in Cheyenne s Holiday Park. ”his school first opened its

coors in 1902 near the present site of :ine arove estates beyond Curt Gowdy Fazk.

[RIC 7+ 19 -
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‘reloecated in Holidg& Ferk and restored and furnished the interior., It is now

uountry acnools as nistoric Sites -~ 17

- . ¥

»
Y

N =]
z '19ou it was moved to 2 site nearer to Crystal Lake, There it was in operatton
gntfl 1961 when it became part of a consolidated school, te

{ )
The building was moved to Frontier Park in Cnejenne by the Laramie wounty )

nistor*ca1 aociety and the exterior was restored. In 1976, as a part of the

" 3icentennizl activities, the Lardnié County Retired Teachers association had it

"open_each sunmer for tourists to visit an authentic glimpse of the past.”

Cne of the earl}s teaghers in ‘the ‘Happy Jack school recalls a day wWhen ,s‘ne

#as serving as nhostess. at the restored school when a man btrought his young cpild
in #o point out the very desk at which .e sat as a young boy.22 *
Merxritt school building in Laramie county still rings with voices. of eahidren
but only as a shelter for those who liwgsin Habpy Valley estate homes to g?ft in
ior the large, yellow, school district bus to transport them to various schcols.

in Cheyenne. The btus travels a restricted route.

-

Although meny schools Were and are formula structures, one that continues
to operate in Laramie county is unique architecture. Ingleside school neaxr dorse

Creek ims conatructed as a WPA project 0{ members of the community, xhgﬁfour
IO SN A
e
‘room, yellow stucco structure, replaced a one room school which still stdndﬁ rag’

/ " e

a ranch storage building in the small community. The project was completed in

19b1 for a nopulation of workerﬁgin the linestone quaxrky g%orse Creek Mine and

=

emnloyees of the Great western augar company and surrounding rancrers.

A -

Jean Clawson, currently the teacher at Ingleside scho¢1 now ouerated as .
part of Laramie county School.District #l, was a, student in. the old building and
remembers the children picking up their books and carrying the desks several

yards acrc;s to the newly tuilt school.23

»
t

v .t
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country Schools as Historic Siteé .13 . .
) Sites‘of early day countrf schools in easﬁe%ﬂ Laramie coﬁ#ty are unmarked
for ‘the most part, héwever'there h;s Just beeg édmpleted‘an'e%tensive surv?y of,
all tyves of historical sites in tﬁp county‘{hﬁéugh a Joint effort of the syoming
\§ecrealion Commission and the Universi#y of:ﬂyoming. Students in tne weséern {
"history class under the directidn of Lar%ple County Community Coilege instructor,
Jin Coans, hﬁge compiled ;nfozmaiégq'oniié least six school siteg. This infor-
=ation #ill be a part of the N;Pding Collection in the Tlaramie Uounty Community .

Lollege foxr  further researchers.
. o . ,
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COUNTRY SCHOOLS AS COMMUNITY CENTERS  _ |

by © r AT . .

"~
»

N "Milt Riske’ - s

Because the rural“schqol was often the first;public building in an area;

-~

it/wds a natyral setting for- community meetings. In the same vein, as tne

: teabher was one of the earliest and sometimes the only raid employee with

lnuclic ‘unds, she becanme the unofficial director of a nunter of district

affairs and the builﬁing became the center of those activities.

7

School ouildings preceded churches in many communities, and there are a .

number of revorts of bulldings used for prayer meetings and church services,

gusually non—denominational Some of the services were conducted by itinerant C V4

preachers a lattefr day circuit rider, '’
While there are no records of funeral services held in a rural school,
. mgleside school in the Iron mountain area of Laramie count/, boasted of a ) T
marriage ceremony when Gunmar Andersen, a hotel commisary clerk, married 14l -

the cook: A 3aptist minister came from Cheyenne to perform the ceremony.l i R
- . b N
Harmeny Church in Albany county held many of their chuxch affairs in the -

Ha:;'mony schoo because the church was difficult to. heat, 2

* In Boulder, #¥yoming, whilgd no funeral wes held, the school was use'd in

n’hiCh to égrform autopsies, n‘hen a town citizen, Ben Walker, -was murdered by ,
‘ Jack Waliers, the eody was .Jaild out on the floor and a decision made on the 5
- \"'( cause of dea th, Student as remembtered ehat the f};xfr had blood stgins and set

\ several desks over that part of the floor. The body was later. exhumed for

\ further study, and the school used again.:3 “ . N

, &
Yoo ‘Meetings held in the schools were for the Cattlemen's Association, Union,

Grange, Home Demonstration, R’ed Cross, Women's Clubs, vfater Boaxd and other

. oo S - , , "
\‘l‘ ) '\ ' N 23 .- N -
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’
events requiring space, . ' ‘
R achoollhoard meetings were héld at the school, however/there is a record
from the minutes of'a meeting of Laranie county District & that on Octobez 10:
. 1931, the mee.ing was recessed so the members could travel to ghe Kinnamon ranch
owing to darkness for completicn of their business. o
aocial ﬁere held in the school house - tox 1lunch socials, caxe‘walas,
raffles and nopularitj contests. Magy times these affairs Wwere instigated by
' the tedcher ‘o raise funds for extra books, playground eouipment a phonograph

or even 2 plano. Helm school in Albany county had a pie social to purchase a
full sized wall map.

L )

50X suppers were probably the most populay money ralsing affairs in the
e

country schobls, The girl who packed the‘?hhch usually put in enough food for

] .
. J = []
four and degorated the hef eit? tissue paper and ribbon. It was against the
. .

rule(for the girl to tip off the boy which box was Rers, but sometimes a hint

-/
to one she lixed such as, "I only had yellow ribboh" was enough.

Cne teacher recalls tHe box she prepared f
down by the auctioneer.

o the soclal was held upside
L
;
JJances ofteP followed the socials,

urs. Agnes Hemburg recalls as a student
b
the desks at Lone Star school in Uinta county were moved off t

e/éhe side to make
room for "the dance.5

Rural school buildings Were usually too small to hold dances, and yhile the

\\
affair might have been organized by the teacher, they would be held in placfs
VWhere more people could be accomodated

Fannie Smith, one of three smith glrls
teaching in. eastern Laramie county, had such a'tiny snack for classes that there

™

-hauled an old organ up there "
: a7
Q y

2‘40

ﬂas no room for dancing. The livefy stable 1oft in nillsdale was fixed., "”hej

i
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hus;c for dancing was provided by the organ.%nd also 4 fiddle. 3Zaled hay
was placed around the floor. Lanterns from theﬁ;after gave off the light.
"what a fire hazard. Any way wé*hadvfﬁn," the tehéher concludedf;

In the northern section of Adbany county! bo;y Hollow, 2oyd, Iadge, weber

5

and Srooks schools would combine to use the North Alvany CIub Hall for community

" gatherings, Cne teacher remembered that "The Xennedy me%\brogght out their own

1ight plant so the hall?could have light. "z

Christmas pr%gramﬁ were always the highlight ?f the year in rural schhols.o
Thes; were much appreci§ted'by‘the patrons and thé mistakes provided chuckles
for wé;kg afterwards.

t was a break from the mdnotonous‘routine of school, and teachers and
studentgralihe call Eegihning pradtipg’?or~thq”recitapions,.songs and short
skits soon gft r Thanksgiving. An exahpleﬁof how impo#tant’ the program was is
shown by tdis incident. Nina Keslar Finley, suffering from whoopfng cough and
not avle to attend the uhriséhas progran, ‘was bundled up in c&eaks and blankets
and taken by bug;y to the window df the schogl where 3anta Claus pluc&ed a doll

from the tree and presentea it to herfq ,
#hen a school had too few pupils, several schools in the district would

‘i

combine tc put on a program at a central location. The Palmer Canyon Dance Hall,
gvlog building in Alban& ¢ounty, was used. Mrs. 5oberg Anderson remembered a
place, the Gardén Spot ravilion, a dance hall used for Christmas programs in
Carbon couhty. As a student she could not comprehend a man who sat and stared

‘ -

at the candle-lit tree. Later she discovered he was the fire watchﬁg 3efore

"electricity trees were decorated with candles which burned, ©buckets of water

Wwere set glose by.to squelch the flame.-should the.tree catch on fire.
g ‘

#hile playing the part of Santa (Claus, a student at Woods landing in Albany

- -
-
. 25
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“the way at a rench or saloon for some Christmas cheer. His antics at the program ’

were the topic of conversation for weeks to come.

Community Centers - 4 ‘ R o . ,

count& nad nis odtfit catch on fire, ~It was quickly padded out, but the older
r { . ,
people were cautious of accidental fire. The program Was terminated.lb
In another instance, it was not fire bht‘frrewéter*problems at a hrist-

mas progranm, One cowboy nag avreed to play Santa Claus, but had stopped along ‘ .

4 -

-

. .
.

iher° were other bugaboos in Christmas presenta*ions besides fires or ‘\‘,
pﬁ' p

inebtriated cowboys\ At one nrbgram 2 teacher had two angels come througn an \77
open wWwindow; one made it, the other got caught in the opening,

Wher one teacher forgot the names of herfstudents tH the Program, she was -

I

fired,

4 Christmas program held on an uwnusually cold and stormy night kept all but

a few at home, Those few who made it xept bundled up in wraps and“overshoes as

the students went through thelr lines. After the program, the teacher served

cold punch, ahe was not fired, but 2 new and warmer school was built, .

In addition to those at Christmas; other programs were presented but none
~ é

on ae large a scale as Christmas. The picnics on the rist/day'of schpol were

4 ’ N L]

popular and always well attended. : > . .
/ \3 4 ’ 3
Svelling bees, arithmetic contests and debates were held in the schools,

Robert dallston recalls a literary prngram at~purns school in Laramie county.
with all local talent. A story .recounted in a Rock Springs’ paper télls of an c
untimely end to a spelling bee and program when a cowboy rode 1nto the school

house on his horéeili' aldetate in a rural school in Ufinta county disiussed .

*the topi¢: "Is a load of seed potatoes or a load of women most needed in the

12

commu nity?"™ o

Teachers would ¢ften combine the talents of their students to put on a

A .
district play. bistrict four east of Cheyenne practiced weeks for a play,- b%t .

eould find no theatquavailable for the production. ‘ s

26 . E
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. "Christmas in_ Laramie Dell":fs written and p%o ced 15% teachers and “the
childzen from several schools in noxthern Albany county, and was presented'at
the Northern Albany Coungy Halls. - - ' e e
q\\ “he rural school as a community center for the passing tra#eler cannot be
omitted. It is recalled by those in isolated areas the necessity to use the ) i
tuildings as shelters, Sometimes messages of thanks were left’ on_the.blackboa;ds. §7’
- Another traveler, however,‘stole the stove and stove pipes, ' i
Rosella Carson, a Laramie county sqperlntendent, recalls a teacher opehins
her school and finding a transient asleeﬁ in the school. l?

A ]

Turing the depresszn of the ;§G4§ it was decided at a school board zeeting

A

that it would be better to buy a new stove for ¢l8.50 than remove the stove f;om
,> the unused BQrie scho;l.in Laramie county. '%his schocl wss situated nser the

Union- ‘acific railroad tracks and was a haven for hobos., The school toard felt

if they removed the stove, the hobos would start bonfires for warmth . causing

danger ¢f the bu¥¥ging burning dqwn.lg/ ' - '
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TBACHERS: THEIR ROLES,' RULES AND REGULATIONS
Teachers foilowed the railroad, the rancher: the homesteadgrs to the wide
open spacég“of Wyoming. They came for a variety of reasons, Thelr searches
were for Ignd, for romance, for adventure or for bettet paylng jobus,
Teaching'was, as some exprésséd, tég one ri;pectable Job for a woman; oelng
able to live on a ranch was an incentive for a girl to come to syoming, & male
-
dominated area waes also an attraction for a single teacher.’ ‘

4
Wes Johnson sa2id in his memoirs, "The schoolmarm brought culture and refine-

ment into a raw land. Many &oung cowboys with romance as their object and also

2@ wife swallowed their chewing tobacco while popping the question, secause there

were schoolmarms for'boy§'to marry the West settled faster."1
An early settler in Laramie county, Tom Brannigan, had a theory thdt women

+ in %yoming were smarter because so many teachers educated in the East came with

>

the homesteader.2 . .

&
fow many teachers were influenced by Cwen Mster's novel, The Virginian,

/ cannot te deternined. Some claimed %o have read the novel; some said it nad

- f
i
H

[y

affected.their move to wyoming. ilster's image of the cowboy as a knight of the
range instead of a hired man on horseback was somewhat unrealistic; but the por-
trayal of Molly Wood as a school teacher from the Zast dropped into a vast, unknown

West was probably of a more reliable nature, There are those who believe that the

\\f;model for Wister's heroine wes Maxy A, Wright who arrivec from 'the East in 188§,

-

/

/

L4

Qalthodgh there were several other teacherg in ype arez. of Medicine Bow when
Wisterd‘as researching the stoxy,
. The tales &£ tashful, tongue-tied‘cowbofs checiking ontgthe new school marm

are innumerable, A much recounted anecdote is the one of tne cowtoy who wants

to meet the cgme1§hnew~%é%?her. With reins in hand nhe raps on tpé door of the
teagheraée inquiring the direction to a certain ranch by the name of the %rand.

™~

-

I
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. Teachers - 2

“ =

The teac_l'xe;fi'eads the@and on the horse, and hints that the horse might xnow the

way. Cowboys ﬁoula knock on the door for a variety of reasons, . but what they were

really seéking was a glimpse of the school marm.
ﬁay McAlister had answefe&’an advertisement for a teaching job near Kemmerer,
She had read about the cowboys, but had met none until being entertainea at a f/'y~

school ooard meeting.gﬁ; group of big—hatted, suntanned men skidded their horses

to a stop b@foreﬂuhe plcnic tables, She recalled. they needed but one invitation

to stop and eat’

- A

She and her teacher friend, Nell Yates, were more impressed with a young man I

-

they met on the ‘train from Lenver. It was J.C., Femryy who also.came to {Zmmerer

4

p\

'for a dif?erent Job, a diffeient adventure - to buy the first gtore which was to
become a éf%ft merchandise empire.u
* Nell ?atesyﬁwhile impressed with J.C. Penney, found it more’prac%ical to
naryy 2 aandolin playing cowboy, Joe Ewer, He had presen;ed her ihe. vand
frgm pis:"éen gallon" hat which the petite Kansas lass used as a belt.5

when Alvina Giuessig came from Wisconsin to teach . at a ranch school in

A

. wyo , a Texas cowboy, George Lucy, swept the schoolhouse f1o5tTs Sg,weexenas

and suarted the fire in the pot bellied stove each frosty morning, Evenzually
vy
*  they married-and toox up homesteading The first gummerpgivea outdoors. and

covered their four poster bed with a canvas canopy; they ate their food off a

-

a btarn donr 'set on logs.,

Ednéugoberts came to

school.;'She da;ried }ames Dolan, rancher and'cowbpy.'

7o make ends meet they trapped coyotes for bounty.6

Wyoning in 1899 at the dge of 18 to teach her first

Her old school building

was purbhaééd‘ﬁ} Lolan, not for sentimental reasons, but to put in use as a

bunkhouseu7

<
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% teacher.” As she scanned the message she smiled when she noticed, "I have a

" the classroom, she noticed on the front chalkbeard a sketch of a hoFse's head

-~

- .- :
feachers - 3 . ‘ . .

. . ' ’ ‘
Cra Jones, teaching at the little cowtown of Lenore, did not know how %o

dance when 'she came from the East, It made no difference to the cowboys who
: “a

we;e‘accustomed to dancing with eath othe;hin this female-scarce domain., lLater
. ; ’ ~

she learned to dance and aihq\}o Rde 2 horse. Qnce when riding across 2 rising

Wind River, her strongbitted horse was swe pt downstream by the swift current

and was caught benind a log. In the tﬁue mold of the heroic cowboy, "Dutch"
Seipt rode in after the schoo} marm's horse and res&ued her. LlLater they were
marr3e$.
A secré;ary from Kentucgy came to Fonteneile, VWyoming to visit, Shé was;
asked to stay on to teach_despite the fact that she had no training nor teaching
éxperigpcé. 3ut t;!chers were scarce in western Wyoming an; Iona Redfern séayed.
tances were one Of the few recreations on cold winter ﬁigbts in Finey

country. For a young girl it was something to look forward to and more to

savor for days afterwaxds,

At one such dance Iona Hedfern met a husky, good looking cowbof who asked .
her to daﬂzgi iége accepted, but it ended in a difference of opinioH% shé glaég:
ing heeld her so tightly her feet wouldn't touch the floor. Unknown to the
couple, this was to ge the beginning of a romanee. ) ,;

barher'way to schoql one morﬁin; after, Iona sa§ tWo cowboys sgeak out of ',/

the log school duilding, mount their horses and,£;ZB away: shen she entered

t

¢ ’

and a- cowboy, dnd léttered below was "The firét lessor to learn-is to love your

dreadful case of co;boy heart trouB&e on you." The message was.unsigned, but '

[}

she found out i£ was her cowboy dancing partner, Vigo Miller. After they staxted

N

daiing they seemed .to find things t¢ fuss ébout; one ¥§s a cheap ring won on a \ “

punch board and given innocently te her by a boy at a dance. Vigo took it off
. - ]

‘
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Teachers ~_ 4 - ' - .
her finger ‘and threw it in the fire, "The next morning I fzghed it out of the

ashes, tﬁe {rgﬁ§' being meltad sémewhat, " the teacher laughingly commented.
"The ruby .was 't:adeq?g;;;;:Q30§5oy wedding ring."8 '
Cn anothexr occasion,‘a teacher and her cowtoy were unable to get‘to the
ﬁpgn%y seat aEVCheyenﬁe'to get)gégfffiégs_license. They enlisted the service of
‘a railroad’ conductor .'yho made the run from the small community to town where he
surchased the license ;na brought it tack on the next trein.’ RN ‘
A teacher who had come to ;ron Mountain, Wyoming to meet a cowboy possitly
received more than she bargained for, Tom Horn was a co;boy who made tne ranch
dances to check out the school marms. He was remembered by teachers as -an
=excélient‘horseman. first rate cowboy, and gentleman, Glendoline Kimmel, a
new teacper from Missouri, betame infatuated with Hoxrn, who was also a hired gun.
‘#hen he was brought to lrial fo#pmurder, Eiss’Kimmel became a star'witﬁesg. In
an attempt to sgve Tom Horn, she accused the son of the rancher with whom she
wés boarding of the murder.. She was to be tried for perjury, tut left Jyoming
for Missourdi. After Horn was found gﬁilty and hanged, the charges against ner

4
Were dropped. : ’

Not every teacher was interested in marrying a cowboy or even meeting one,
but there were enoush matches made that school boards instituted clauses in
’contracts which prohibited* teachers marrying &%ring ‘the school year. A few
documents prohibited marrying for three years. In an attempt to keep the .
‘teacher from sowing the seeds of matrimony, a clause was inserted in somé of the
contmacts forbidding the teacher to take out of the district trips for pleasuzre,

_Despite the contracts, a nunber 'off teachers did marry and some were allowed
" ,to stay on as;: teacher after marriage. Some distric£§'had more trouble with

Kseping teachers due to marriage than others. Piny had six out of seven marry.

during one school year, adington’in Albany county was referred t0 as a "mating

10 . tr—
"ground" because of the great tuznover due to marriage. _ . ;

' ’
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flunch and another two hou¥s for home -work."
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Teachers - §
why did the eligible swains become attracted to the school teacher rather
than the ranch girls? 1In many instances the local man did not appeal to the

ranchex's daugnters as a romantic figure as he did to the new teachers. Some

g
-

local girls * had no desire to stay in the area, and were hooing for a

[
&

&nieht to carry her *arther -away.

However, Katileen Moore states, "Freguently the teacher married a man from

the neighboring ranch or one of the hired cowboys. As the children. of tneée
homesteadeniﬂgzéw up,ttneubcys often married a neiéhbcr gtrl. Some of these
girls also became teachers and taught in ons room schools within a fifty. aile
radius of hom, Eventually they t0o married a cowboy or rancher's son.H

uith or wlthout teaching experience, often tne zancher s wife became the - '
teacher. Her teaching duties were carrieu out along ﬂith the house work. Cne
reéalls putting her small child to sleep in the woodbox while she taught school,

.orothy Hecox described her daily routine when her hustand was out caxxrying . .

—

mail lixe this: "Cn mall days we would have school for two hours in the morning,
. 5.
then the children and I would bundle up, go out and feed the chickens, feed and-

Jater the work horees, clean the barns, and then we would run over to the sheep

and throw cff some hay for them. Qow We were ready_to return to the house for
ll -

{in 1944 at the'Bromley school no teacher was available so the mother became
the teacher. She replaced her apron and turban as Yother bromley, and With a

neat hair style and jewelry then became Mrs. zromléy, the school tea.che:r.‘-f:*'ll

dyoming was liberal in restrictions in contracts, other than the prbhibition
J
of marriage. nowever, a few had such insertions as "no smoking on school premises,"

/

"no bobbed hair or nail polish,~

-

uOIIiS Sander recalls that one district did not permit the teacher s auto-

3 .

monile on the school ground.

. 33
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Widows and women with small children to raise afone.were a source of supply
as teaché;s in the early 1960’3 ih Wyoming. %hile sonme of them were already
known in the community, others c;mé'tp teach because it was one of. the respectable
positions a divorcee could handle. In most rural»schbols thefe were children

attending school taught by their mothers.

t

The opportunity of owning land was uppermost in the minds of some teachers,

A male teacher is recalled by Leah Marsh Bain as having a master's degree from

A

the East, but was one of her teachers .in a sod school in iltany county., after

-293 school week, heérould ride horseback to his land in another coqgty where‘he
- w - -

homesteaded, "a.ndRﬁ.s pet rattlesna.ke."w

’

“ ’
F.0, Ruch homesteaded near Hillsdale in northeastern Laramie county, and

also taught® school at the Such-Town séhool., He became a prominent citizen of

Vs
the area and a xell-known educator,
‘ VI
It was not only the men who came to Wyoming to settle on land, but also some

women. Jane Zllenberger came out fram Dayton, Pemnsylvania to take advantage of
free land. She had teaching experience in Iowa, btut came West shen she was
offerell an opportunity in Wyoming. Aftexr teaching while groving'up on her land,
‘she returnedgto lowa and married a druggist.

In 1918 a Aineteen year old Ala§ama girl,uﬁargaiet Ho;ly, came jiest to teach
at the Do&ga school at the 96 ranch btunkhouse. Hhile there she learned to ride a /

\ : ’

horse and firm up on a homestead, w?;cﬁfgﬁg"sold and returned to washington, 5.C.
14 ’ C S

¥

. 1 . [ . .
&hreé sisters came from Iéwa to the sparse pzairie of eastern Laramie county

to work -for the governmment.

in the early 1900'¢, 3ach homesteaded and tuilt one room cabins n®ar each other.
- . - 4 .

¢

The cowboys referred to the cabins as Calico Hill. Two of the Davis sisters,

Mi1licent and Florence, moved back to Iowa. The other sister remained to teach

18 .
school btut died in 1911, 5 ( ’

/ k*’//
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A teacher Qeming from the rural areas of the Zast ahere the roads are laid '

% . s

¢ - s - T
out in scuares, vwhere there is a farm at least evezy half mile and a school .house
t

at least every three miles, nust have gazed in dismay at the wilde grasslands of

syoming.with nOthing t:ibe seen for miles, or a{ towering peaks which awarfed a

‘ N

human and where schools were moved froém one ranch to andther or could beaheld in

a log house or a sod shanty.

-

Ratherine Brett Slatt told of her first teaching job in 1914 in 3 intér-

-

viewr "My contract was to teach on the home rad‘h on Jay creek south of Zock
™~

Springs. Transportation facilities to this ranch school and surrounding country
was practically ni]. In order to get to the ranch I left Rock ;prings in a buc&-
ooaxd drawn by two horses which took us to thg upper Got}sche ranch where I was
met by someone with an extra horse for me. I believe the distance we rode on -

horseback was about six miles.

“he ranch house in which I stayed was located in a narrow canyon, i% Was

built of stone and had four rooms, There were foﬁr chiléren, three daughters

.

-and a son. I roomed With the older daughter. ‘There was no regular mail delivery.
Ae had to depend on someone coming from the upper ranch or town, which was not

very often during the ninter months. The only_source of music was an old adison

-

phonograph equipped with a crank. 7}

‘TQe scho&l was arﬁné room log house situated about'fifyy.feet’from the house,
it had'eld_fasbiongd long seats, a bench or two, a teacher's desk and a pot-bellied “/
stove that burned wood. fost of the ;ime you froze on one side and roasted on the A

other, The window or the door were never opened for wentiliatiOn‘Bbcause—I was
. . & “ v
told too much fuel would be used and wasted. Anyway, a school board member told

me 'there is enough ventilation through the cracks between-some of the logs for

*

thesezéidg.'

¥y wages was $60 a month for six months."13 -

»
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3

Mrs SIo tt could have been worse off. ’hen Hannah Johnson arrived from
Nebraska to teach in Eaniel. Wyoging, she found her school had four walls but no
.9 )
! roof.' It was §;ring-aqd'the ranchers were taking their cattle to the summer

/. range, bﬁt they stopped their work to ooaxd .the foof; however, the mail order

T roofing paper did not arrive before a heavy rain. The rain splashed,down between
! ) i - ’,
\ the boards as the teacher taught ffom under her umbrella with the children con-,
. - . . . -~
\ tinuing their work sitting under their desks'lﬁ

r

catherine égberg Anderson retalls the numbing cold of the school on alk

ountain in Tarbon county despitaia hot stove in the aicdle of the room. The

Ll
sandwiches in thelr dinner buckets were frozen hard as a rock.19

No school could have beer as dncomfor?able as the one on the sillianms rangh
in Albany county, "A half grain shed which had been nailed on the end of a low

log cabin. The room measured.about 8 by 8 feet. The furnishings consisted of

b‘

a small coal stove, a pupills desk, a table and a backless chair. The teacher
used an oyange crate for a book dése and a plece of pressed wood painted black
for a chalk bo;ig, The teacherage was a log $abin-in which the water in the

bucket had to be thawed every morning. The school lasted less than a ternm ;s -

. the family residing on the ranch Eoved:lg P ’ . ,
zven buildings constructed especially as schools were not oases of warmth ]
, gn #intér wﬁen temperatures dropped as low as ‘Oo below zero., J, Stuart Brown's

schooldays are recalled in vairview School in Lincoln county in 19244* "A wood

[

g burning, pot bellied Stove front and center supplied the heat, Near the stove

the temperature might be as high as 90o while in the rear of the building in\\
'\ extrame weather it would be near freezing. In the winter our feet were usually

<nld. #de performed certain physiCal exercises several times a day that -helped

b
warm our lézjééextremities.tzi s .

-

= - ‘ ¢
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Unlike the vacation advertisement, “Getting:there was Jlot helf the fun,"
There we;e two problems, one to get to the ranch from the teagdher's h;me,.and
the other, getting to school from the ranch, ‘
Cne teacher recailsjbe;ng brought out by car, transfexxed to a team and
Wagon driven by ranch children, The team ran awai‘before reaching the ranck,
and the Snow was so deep the thought of trudging through it was too much for .

hegr and she went back to town,

'At the Aticdnson school in Altany county, a teacher did arrive at the.school

=~

to begin her duties, but when her boy friend called on her she went for a ride

and never came back. She sent for her clothes when the snow meltel later‘in the,

v ¢

P4
spring. 2
The teachers arriving to teach at uistrict 20, Albany county, were brought

out by ! edicine Bow, The driver would tell them he had a red-headed tyrant for '

a wife, frightening the new teachers half to death. He did havega wife, but she
was no tyrant.zﬁ) '
On her arrival at Kemmerer, a mew teacher made her way to a building with
‘a faded sign HCTEL., 1In attempting to register, she found it to be a house of
prostitution., She was quickly directed to another rooming house.
-~ The horse was the principal means of tranebortation and the’teacher fas
introduced te it on her arrival., A green horn was advised by her tutor that
. brrdling was simply to let‘the horse take the Pit. Bur;the horse refus e& it
several times, and in her frustration &he dropped the bridle, when, she picked
it up, the horse accepted it. She had been trying to put it in backwards the
horse was smarter than she. . S ‘ '
Gates to0 were o{}en a probleh r the teacher as they had to be opened and
closed, usually several of them between the ranch and the school building. The
cowboy could epen‘the gate while on horseback, ride through and, close the gate

without disﬁounting, but it was different for the teacher. [any times, as she

[:R\}: left her horse to complete the task, the skitﬁée?.anihal would take off for the’

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC . f
A .
L4
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home ranch. Soﬁetimes a2 ranch hand would come to her rescue as he .did when she
needed to cross swollen streams after the spring thaw, S

The advent of bridges at streams. and cattleguards atlcrossings for auto-
gobiles_}%lped solve these problems of transportation for teachexs.

irs, Ruth Beebe taught in the Sweetwater valley for twenty-nine yeags,
inckuding four years at the R,S, Tully ranch. 3She graduated from horse back to
the Model T for her transportation over the years. 3he recalls the car was more
trouble than the horse; putting on chains, backing the car up the hill so the
. gasoline would run idto the carburetor and not away from it, draining the radia-
tor every cold day so it gould not freeze, then refilling it;z7 Thé modern auto-
mobile wlth its hgaters, rdadios, four wbeél drive, made it easier for the teacher
to leave the school for a weekend of "civilization," but theré was always danger
and the teache:s were warned if stalled or lost in a blizzard, not to leave “their
cars. One such incident ended in death to Bn Xibany county school teacher in
1963. Viola Garrety, returning to her duties at the Stambaugh ranch, left her
stalled car during a storm. She did not make it to the ranch house and her body

I -

w%s discovered next morning five miles‘from safety, p

Iy .
with a winch, was stuck in the heavy snow with nothing to extract herself. Sheg

n the engine only enough to xeep warm until morning when the men came in a sSnow

7 e

- dat to rescue her.zs

.

~

If riding a horse or driving a car could present problems, so could wal&ing/

e

in 1934, Peggy Kqui&fl:a teacher from Providence, gfhode Is)}and, remembered an

incident with a co}ote. As shg made her way to school, she was followed by three

of the predators. Memories of the carcass of.a calf being torn to shreds weze-_%n
P \ .
her mind as she walked the half mile to school. In the telling and retelling of

the story in the district, the coyotes nipped at her heels, / The teacher felt the
24

actual version was hair-raising enough.

Another similar incident had a happier ending. ivelyn Sands,‘arixing a jeep.

g
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Many teachers remembered that, ,boarding out with the homesteaders or ranchers
.
#as not all that great, unheated bedrooms, dellj sandwiches for lunch, and the

v

long walks or rides to school did noﬁ&contrioute to nigh moxale
An early teacher in laramie county recalled sleeping with 1&“

e wife in one

which had to be carried from one foom to another ;hen g
described the "bathroom" - a ditch bank somg yards away from the'house.

Another teac§é9~recounts being gived a ted by herself while the mother, father,
and daughter used the other.. She then suggested the daughter could sleep with
ner. The suggestion was readily accepted. h ]

‘s .
Teachers also helped with the house work and cooking in times of need,' There
" s

put "to work sewing underclothing for the rancher's daughters.

=

Lucille Freston was part of a haying crew for a Laramie—founty rancher-

during World sar II when help was scarece. Grace McMillan helped the rancher's
' 2

#ife round up the cattle to save them from a prairie fire.“

Janitorial duties in the countxry sehool had to be assumed by the teacher.
Some sewed théir own curtains fhem whatever materials they could find. =#loors

were swept with a sweeplng compound, and the oil and sawdust mixture was‘an,,
3

olfactory remembrance which many teachers carried,with them long after their

rural teaching careers;‘ o .

¥

‘ If the school building was not in dondition to teach when she arrived, the

teacher pitched in to help. A teacher in Albany county told of her nousekeeping

necessitles as the school was in a shambles from the summer picknickers ana fish-

ermen. {
\ B

5 .
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7.C. Rﬁch, teacher at Ruch-Town school 5 miles north of Hillsdale ip Laranie
county, had this to saymwhen prepar;ng his school for,the session: "shen school
began October 20, the fence surrounding the yaxrd was préctiéally'all éown and
had Bnly half eﬂough posts and wire. The flag poie, a jointed one, was in four

pleces. The coal house door?;as off the ninges . . . 3
_Rosella Carson,. superintendent of Laramle county rural schools, took a maie
« teacher to his first teaching 306 and found the school'bﬁilding so cilapidated
that when he surveyed the situation at the ouﬁiof—the-way ranch, he sighed, "I've
lived on jaggg;;bit and bteans foy Sixteen, years, I gﬁess I cando it again.“ ¢
Th; superintendent and the teacher cleaned d; and plastered the walls so school
could commence. The district bought the material and the teachers, patrons and
punils did the work. ’ :
‘Tha teacher was alsoiyge peating engineér. A few sawed their owWn wood, sy

-

but usually this work was done by the distfict. 7he teacher, howevefﬁshad to 4

sn

start the morning S.. When a teacher found the logs too long to fit the stove,
she burned one end of the log then pushed the unburnt portion into the belly of the
stove, - _ ¥
If no'sgring or pump was nearby, thé teacher and students carried a Jar of .
water to school each day., It was used principalf} for'drinking, but in some
Lfns?anées a-dirty palr of hands was washed., Teachers recall hoarding water with\
which to wash chalkboards. If a spring was nearby, it was good as water could
be:E%}lected in a barrel and dipped out into a bucket kept in the scéool buiiding.
Sut this could alsO present a problem as illustrated when a teacher in Albany
county found 'this note when she\ﬁan? to get the school supply of water, "Lo not

use, a rabbit fell in last night.” At another school spring, 2 small boy fell

into the spring barrel but hAs friend pulled him out.2¢

N / | 40
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. Bor survival and had grown accustomed to such tredt]
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Animal control was another problem with which country school teachers had
o L 4
to copey Many of gge students rode or drove horses to school and some .assistance

nad tokbe given to saddle or harness horses, and~on a few occasions, the dogs

»

hitched to a sleigh. Pets were a distraction as some children brought their - "

animals to schobl. At the Prager school 'in Albany county, it was ‘not only that g

"Mafy had a lrttle lamp, out every student would br{ng one to school. The ~

'
" tedCher claimeﬁ she could tell who was in the outhouse by the lamb waiting at
the closed door.j‘a’ - e ) A
/ﬁ% J‘; Ct ] . . »
Cne student rscalls making friends with the baby antelopes on the.trips to

and from school., Sam Bundy remembers making a pet of a fawn and it followed the

children to school in Carbon county.31 o 'i-

. »
’

At another school a black calf which the rancher had taken inTd thewyouse

'tf Kould.wander off the

range and:into the school house 2nd lie down duri ool hours..

-

s A child bringing his dog to school was nothing out of thelordinary, but .

sometimes a nuisance to the teacher. At 2 school in Albany county. the teacher

- &

.- Was happy to have Lyn #illiams' dog as he was a buffer against the ‘dog who "7)1%
o . P N \' .

~would drop off the erain.BZ/ o VB

s teacher at “illmore injﬁhe same county had cat ‘problems. Cne cat” was__
of no essence, out one girl brought 25 and the teacher became tired of having
them all underfoot.. She offered a boy in the school a quarter for every cat
he could get rid of. - The boy captured a ounch of ‘the felines, but forgot that -

the river-was solidly frozen over. In the meantime, the cats” owner reported

the 1ncident to'her'father and.he took a dim view of the zoings-on and had some

' angry woxrds with éhe teacher. She retaliated by‘elaiming the daughter nad left

the school éround during.school time. She pun ished the girl vy detaining her

after school, but to appease-the father, also -kept the boy. Then she madé a deal
e > - - ' -

. .
i
4] '
i :
.
.
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with the boy to capture all the cats, put them in a gunny sack, and place them

in the trink of her éaq. She took them*and turned them }oose in down town Laramie.'

\

’ ) .
- In most instances of discipline the parents sided with the teacher in the
rural school. often if the teacher disciplined the student at schogl, he would j
'also be disciplined at home. One boy recalled after his father found out he had

U . been swatted at school, he rode alongside the boys norse and every time the boy's ’/#//‘-

s -

7

bottom arose-from the saddle, the fathexr willowed it.33 ,,/
I <
In contrast a Mr. Mcnillan in saeetwater county thrashedgpa Iarge school boy

for threat/ﬂéng him witn a knife. _vWnen ine father angrily approacned the teacher

and complained of the incident the teacher took off his coat and offered to
&

settle matter with the father. The invitation was declined. Both the boy and

-

' " his father straightened out according ta. subseqdent accounts 3é
* . eather #as often a bigger'problem than discipline, One teacher in western

Wyoming claimed it snowed the first day of school,and also the last day of school,
ﬁlthough blizzards and cold weather were most severe, the rural teachers recall

that missing school beczuse of Weather was unheard of. Qn some occasions pupils

- were kept overnight in the building when it was nat saferto go out ox no one could
‘reach them. They slept on the floor covergd up with coats and horseblankets.

=

“here ars, stories, oﬁ survival following a line fence to the ranch in raging .

storms, and of teachers tyipg the children single file oehind the horse and giving

L
.

the horse<his head to find the ranch.’

&
Al unusual happening was recalled;by Julla Hoffman Butler, a teacher at the 3
\ g 3

Robinson Hoffman school in Albany county, when an earthquake "shook them up once." S

Prairie fires were often a problem, and in some instances, were caused by

’ V. -7 . .
g sparits from the railroad locomotives. A teachetr was known to dismiss school to -
. h. ) . .

. help fight ‘the fires along the tracks.

- In 1914 a fire was ignighted by a railroad engine at the®Horse Creek school |

in laramie county and had dire consequences, Embers from the woodburning engine

EKC , g .

- . -

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC




Teachegs'- 15
stxfick the school. The teacher, Zeftha Rhinehart, directed her seven puplils to |
safety, “When some of the students'wandered off, the teacher returned to ‘the

building to search for them and she was fatally bgnned.Ba

LL]

! “while fire was a more common man-made disaster, reggy Sneddon in 1923 in

“Lincoln couniy, while teaching in a temporary tar paper shack, would take her

students to a safe place while blasting took place at the mine nearby. School

was later moved to a safer location and the following year a more substantial
tullding was built.” “ K , .

The role of the teacher was looked upon as someone special in the community,

in addition to entrusting their chilaren to her, she was called upon to explain

matters of historical of mathematical interest to the parents. To settle some T~

arguments the teacher's word -uas taken as correct, This was especially true if. .
the?teacher Was a men, or en oldexr, more experienced woman, - The teacher was
expected to be a leader in community affairs, to participate in church activities

such as singing 4in the choir-or playing the organ. S5he was expectedcto arrange

-

Programs to venefit the community or scnool “When will we have_the next social?"
r)\ ke .

was nqé an uncommon question put to the teacher,

.

Zdna Roberts, on 2 committee to raise funds for a new cemetery in Fine - ,

Bluffs; suggested a dance, oome wag suggested it could be called the "grave yaxrd
4¢

ball," “und raising wWas part of the teacher' s Job and it will be covered more
fully in "The School as a Community Centex." , .
Not every teacher was regarded as a nillar of the community. In tne H istogy

of Hamsfork Valley one teacher is recalled as "Having a great deal of pertxided

Hai:;, was very lively, and it was whispered she smoked. 3he was typical, I

. | , .
recall, unkindly réferred to as a 'tramp- teacher' who ‘came sest Jlooking for

a&venture and a huAband,uﬂ;ﬂ
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in.District 4, Laramie county, a Mr. Gibson was taken to task for lack of
discipline and poor housekeeping nnother complaint seemed to stem from keep-

ing the students too long;ua‘ Still another teacher was taken to task for throw-

k4
]

‘*ns a dictionary at a student,
/‘ . -specially the younger country school teachers were the butt of pranks by

theiolder children and younger men of tne district, Cne teacher at a school in

3
Albany county went for a riﬂe with her boy friend and never came back. 5ne had

cently had her haiy tobbed and the sﬂudents, to tease her, nad placed the floor

" mop upside down and adress?the mop by the teacher's nazue.l"2 i

. Strutting in the ranch yard‘in‘her best clothes, one teacher Fas ropeé oy
. .
a’ cowboy and dragged intoaaééudhole. Two toys invited.a teacher for a pancake'’

breakfast ahere they added rags to the batter and oil to she coffee.u€¥

’v.
Cn, occasion a sp teacner npuld fisht back, At one ranch the hired men -

% s
dould 5neak 4nto the teacher s/room and tie her elothes into nard <nots. Come

L3

morning she had to slip into borrowed clothes, overalls usually, to get %o the

school, ”he teacher retaliated by dumping an entire can of starch into the

anmsh ‘water f%{.the hired men's ‘'long iohns. 43 .

Recreationg according to one teacher, was xandering out on the prairie where

half wild horses rcamed. They were tame-enough that an apple or some ocats would
% .

attract themémand by flipping a ropre around the' horse s neck and 1umping aboard
they could get 2 ride home or to school. This may have been one teacher's idea
of recreation,.but the onsensus of most teachers iniiouthern/nyominﬁ was that

*

dancing was the principal amusement
In the winter when roads were impassable, or before the,advent of the auto-

N

IS

‘mobile, the teachbr would toss a change of clotnes including a pair of shoes to
dance in, into a sack, tie it to*the saddle, and ride to the nearest dance.
.Leaving on. Saturday afternoon, the dance would last until the wee hours, and

they would ride hore on Sunday. nany a lass from the zast who could not get

=
[l

44
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"
along with lerss than a steamer trunk of accessories for an overnight visit; found
. : - /

i

" that in the West she “could manage with less. -

~

.. #anna Clay Olson tells of coming to Wyoming vin 1919 from iissourl to teach
in a log schoole. A da.nce was given in her honor at a "nearby ranch " about ten
miles away. She aescri,bes the welcome at the dance: "as my oarty of friends/‘\- '
arrived all the cowboys greeted us with shooting thelr six-guns into the air
just for my welcome. Scared and exclted would haxdly describe xm,' feelings. Two
nbrothers furnished the music, each taking his turn ola.ying the accordian. Just
before daylight, we went home . ot ,

The.teachers were never at‘a loss for iaart‘ners or dates, although it did notl .
always work out the way expected., Don Collins, a cowboy, ‘recalled that he once .
p‘é nade a date for one of his fellow knights of thé{saddle with a young teacher, -
The 'teacherﬁever, wa; under tl:xe "’impression that the date was .with uoll.'f.ns,
and was highly perturbed when the other fellow showed up evenﬂ if he did s?ort a
Ford Model T. .

A nired .man on the C;onberg ranch nea;: Medicine 3ow was smitten by the school
teacher brought in to teach the three Cronberg boys. After a visit to the ranch
"'y her "regular boyfriend" the teacher ga.ve the nired nano the cold shoulder.

Ted Cronberg, one of the students, recalls the hired man went to iedicine
Bow on a ranch emnd'a.;ld returned with a vox of candy, which, accoz:dipg to Cron-
beré, was protably won on a>punch board. ‘ He,.told the boys, "\Give it to the teécher,
maybe she'll talk to me."” The boys took the candy‘ out of the box apd replaced

»

it with rocks. %hen the teacher inquired about the box she was informed it was
. <

a gift of the hired man. ‘If yoﬁ’ro good, we'll have a plece of candy after, . -

sthool, * she told)the boys. Cronberg remembers ‘that when she dlscovered the

?

rocks, she didn't speak to~the hired man for another two weeks.b'y -

-

» -

- » .,
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the-stove. She didn't.
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411 this fun and paig for'it" as one teacher reported - the pa&-ranged fronm

. $20.00 per month to.as high as 31Q0.00. Board and room had to be paid out of this

salary,. Many t@mes a teacher would dip into her pay to buy,some'esseqﬁial for

the classiéom; cloth for‘curtainsta éommon item, but 2 luxury to some patréns.
/ »
Ruth 2Boam, who started he%’teaqbing career Dy crosging a riv§r€f§ a boat, was

only to find the two brothers,who owned the neighboring ranches,were feuding and
y- 3

wouid not allow their children to attend school in the same building. She arranged

-

to teach 5} months at one ranch and the same amount of time at the other. In D

one school the district owned the stove pipes, but expected the teacher to buy
= )

Pad

46

Finances were a problem for many-hard p%essed districts.(with no state aid;
At the Little Medicine ong,_year all éhat #was left in the téeasury was 362.13. Cne
of the za/n;ﬁr\s donated 337,67 to bring the total to $100 so the district would
be able to pay the teacher $20 pég month for five months. There‘are several
incidents of interest that took place during the depression yeaff/gf/fg;"BO's.

One of these is recounted by C. Stuatt Brown, now a district judge in Lincoln
“county. Erown was one of three trothers who attended a ;cbgol in nistrict F¥o. 19
in £§31. In April of that year the district ran out of money: To pay the teacher
to finish o;t the year, the parents decided that each student would bring 51.00.
“In my family there were three of us in elementary school. We each brought gur"‘r
dollar, S&me“of-the parents, no doubt, could not afford to raise a dollar to pay
the teacher. The mgchanics of this financial tragsactrbn was that the stud;nt
actually brought the doliar to £ﬁe schooi in person and handed it %o the teacher,
The school dig, in fact, r;main'open during the balanée of the year 1931.'ui

Brown feels that as the tedcher reéeived no more that fifteen dollérs to complete

the academic year; she made a considerable effort,

The minutes of a School District Four school board m;eting in laramie county

during the depression stated tkat from theh on Washington'% plcture would come

’
¥
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to the buiidings unframed due to finances.
At a meeting in an Altany county rural school district, a male patron express--
ed his cont;ern that .the sa.la;ies of teachers were too high. shen asked by a, female
patron wo,what deg;ee, he answered, "se can get a sheephe;gsr for $35.00"
“Then hire the shehepherder,. " the woman agrily retorted, ‘,
“You tell the SG8, ahother woman chined %n~5¢ - .3///
The teacher's salary was.’ not lowered in this case,
~ " At wnatever price education, the tgfching #as commendable and’ the experience .

3

of the country school®teacher and b9§: role in the rural community seems unforgett-

- able,
‘( > - \
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N m:uc--uaﬂmo--'mmiamc-iwn RECITATION N
' ‘ Laranie, Albany, Carbon, Sweetwater, Uinta, Lincoln counties uiit,ﬁiske
ﬂYOHIHG . . -
cespite 2’ minimum of educational requirements for’the ma jority of early /

|

rural school teacne;s in;southern Hyoming, very few studen®s felt that tney were
short changed in their education. None felt that when or if they transferred
into town" school there were any discm Bacies in their lea'rning;é Some,. indeed,
thought they were better prepared because of the one to one learning situations /
in the' schools with lesser numbers of pupils. A few were of the'opinion that

the only oossible disadvantage was a lack of competition because of fewer pupils.

Hany of the ideas and methods now used in urban ‘dducation were used earlier .
tnrough ciroumstancea in. the countxy sc¢hool. Hithsfeﬁei students in each grade,
individual tutoring was possible,. &he open classroon concept was neceésary as

* in tne ?ajority of buildings all classes wWere taught ln a single roon, "he .
teacher would summon one grade to a recitation bench or circle, while the other
grades worked on their prepdratior at their desks. ;

Neturally, the second.or third grader listened if .the recitation £rom another
group was interesuing. In that wey the first grader heaxd seven years of geog-~
raphy or history vefore he studled the course personallyi The systen also worked -
in ;everse as one teache; recalled when a lower grade student was asked to recite
tne multipioation tables. HKe started by "2's and the teacher asked him {o, start

— -.'by 1's: an eighth grade boy blurted out, "Iarn, I didn't know you could start there}"

In many instances older students Were allowed to assBt the teacher in tuxoring

the younger Qupils in such duties as pronouncing spelling yords or correcting
elementary path problens and thus improted or reinforced their own learning.
3efore a course of study was instituted by-the State'Department of. Public
. ‘ -

Instruction, curriculum offerings were mandated by custom or ﬁatterns experienced

.9 . . BRI - LN
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by the ;eac;'xers prg‘viously. (l\;s; teachers fel‘; ‘ihat the course of study was a
great help and most folf;wggl}t.{ Helen Nelson, former rural school teacher and
later county superintendent of Albany county, claimed that many ;Enchers wives
were former school teachers, and to make suée their own children weré getting a
"proper” 9ducation, picked up a Eopy of the course of study or had the one they
had us%d and checked, it against the progress of thejr offspriné..

Cna teacher clained there was ﬁo cours; of study or’teacher'g manuals-in
the district in which she was hi;ed because, as the board put it, "That's what
they_hired ;e;chers for, " v,‘ ﬁ

As a contrast to ioday's multi media of learning materials in the classroons,
textbooks were the princiﬁal medium of .learning in tﬁe early coqntry'échool."The
availability of enough of these btooks weas often the problem. A tgacher recalls

~

that there were no books at all and the students brought wQatever books could be

-

found in their homes. .

Those texts rgcalle¢ by teachers 'and students fﬁ interviews were kippincott

) spellers: #inston and 3eacon reﬁgers, ind even a hcQuffey's Pictorial icletic

Trimer of 1836. .

The style of a réading lesson in an early icGuffey Primer example is inter-

esting: ' ‘
Is it an ox ? 7 Is it a cow?
. It is an ox. It is my cow,
It is my ox. She has no hay,
It is I. o Let her be fed.

It is me. - . . - -
It is he, - ' , —

An earlier book, the Nék England Primer, was aclytic:

: He that nier learn
v his- ARG
*orEver Wikl 4 blockhead be

woosters Second Reader gave this examplex
’ .
. See ngk rn . . -
Run ck run® . . =
] DU

- %%ﬁg? eng Jump -
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‘ A.S. Barres also published a prominent reading.text and a history‘series.
Some of the math books came with pages of answers in the btack of the book. To )
.force the students to fiak’Eﬁz—%he problems, one teacher tore out the back pages;

to Yetaliate the students destroyed the answers in the teacher's book. The tea :cher

W,

and the students ended up working the problems.3

i

”

i
\

Intervieved teachers recalled the many subjecishtaugh; in coub;ry class rdoms:
reading, arithmetic, penmanship (usually Ealmer method), Dr.nLaurence aalker in
his rural 'school days felt that geography was taught to ; greater extent than
history.b nnother teacher found the course of study prescribed six weeks. study
of Arabla, but the geography book had only two shezxéparagraphs.j Grammar was a
part of the curricullum; literature was a part of the‘reeding course, Art was ..
eometimes callee drawing% Sﬁe}iing was emphasized and stars were awarded for
perfect papers. Héaﬂh and hygiene instruction were required by state law, ngri~

’

culture was sometimes a designated subject and many teachers with no farm~ or
S
ranch ‘tackground found' they knew less than the students, .

Very few teachers were capable of teachiﬁé all suﬁjects with the ability of
an expert.‘ The emphasis given a coumse was up to the skillrand desire of ,the.

-
A4

= v
teacher, but usually reading and phonics in the lower grades were deemed a strong
necessity. \\\\

If the teacher was not artistic, art simply beT&hme sketching by the numbers

-

-

. ' - .
. or paintirg in a2 sketchbook with watercolors, wusic was also a problem for some

without natural ability or training and thus may have consisted of singing songs
from the school song book. Among favorites recalled were: "Dixie," JChurch in
the Wildwood," "My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean; "Keep the Home Fires Burning, -

"Tenting Tonight,” and "Goodbye Mule.” A few schools had pianos or a pump organ,
87y

but not all teachers could play,
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For some years music in Albany county rural schools was taught by phonograph,

At graduation from eighth grade, a combined choir from all country schoolo gave
6

a concert of several numbers. g

‘- . . . .
Mrs. 3eebe remembers a phonograph which played cylinder records.7 Snother -
district, ﬂhe% asked to purchase records for a ghonograph the 2.T.a. had furnished,

refused claiming that the treasury could not afford to buy such things fornit

would °staolish policy that showed favoritism.8

DI. Kalker recalls his school as having a radio. "Every rriday mornfng at
nine we'had the Malter Damrosch Musical Appreciation Hour. Special worxtooks

were .provided and I think it established my fondness for classical music."9 . 4

#hen the Horse Creek mine and the Great #estern Sugar company were operat-
ing at full capacity.'Ingléside school may nave been one of the few, if not the
only, rural school to boast of a band complete with majorettes, The parents

z

paid a traveling music teacher, Mr. Cleo Qheeland,'gjc per hour to instruct ~_

their offspwing on instrumehts, Coe of the regular ‘teachers organized a band -.
I yd

of harmonicas for the first to third graders.,

-

At thesilladson school in Laramie county when all the students becamé en- , !

thusiastic to learn ballet, it was too expensive for them to go to uheyenne for

a ballet teacher., <Jne of the better dancers'took the course and, in turn, taught
L] lo *

the other students,

As part of class projects several schools reported having school nexspapers.

Cne was the Harmony school in Albany county, Their paper was named the Harmony
. . o

dilltop Herald. =Zach family receivid a-free copy. Uther copies wexe 5¢.

Making enough coples of a newspaper or anything needed in duplicate or

quantify‘was an'as simple as with todeys instant photo copy nmachinery, The -

.
Y

L 4

problem in the rural school, as in most city schools, was solved by a nectograph

process,  8Y melting dxy glue and adding glycerin into a cake pan a copy

making substance was formed. The reproductions were blue and faded after a
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veriod of time. Coples of tests could be made by this method wh_}’c‘n saved th‘e
t_eache“r;s having to write all the tests on the “blackboazd,

 Glue in the rural school was usually e mixture of flour and water, Ink
came as powder and was'mixed with water. Liquid ink could be purchased, bu't it
would freeze.overnight in the colintry school house.

The slate and slate pencil, the earliest of writing materials in schools,
wae used sparingly, if at all,‘ in Wyoming's rural schools, It was replaced by
the nickel “3ig Chief" red-covered tablet and the penny pencil. for pemhanship
sthe wooden pen holder with detachable points was provided. \ The prized DOSSess-

’ion of many children was thelr pencil box; later it was tne multi-acolored dinnerx

‘bucket which-became a "status symbol" replacing the lard or molasses peil.

&
» A}

All chlldren carried their lunches usually, but in some instances a type of
hot lunch was esta.blished, esnecially in the colder months when ,the pot belﬁed
stove was in use, Hot soup or chocolate Was a sta.ple, tut T,0. RLh as early
as 1912 in a school in eastern Laramie county, many times ba.ked potatoes which
were plentiful in mt area.l? , R .
Mrs. Julla Rainey Brown, teaching as Amesville in Lincoln county in 1917,
notiched her ‘student's sandwiches and apples were frozen by noontime. "So0 we
arrgnged for each student to bring sbmething that could’ be warmed up on'- the

7

stove, so we had cocoa, veéetable soup and beans or a few other rhings they
could carry.lB
L In some of the surviving rural schools today it is-reported that T.V.

- ‘dinners are served for lunch, cook®d in the' school's oven or ;che teacherage.
- ‘n'hether dinner was in a Union Leader toba.cco can or a fancily embla zoned

‘dinner ,pall, the food ranged from plain lard sandwiches on home made bread to \

a hard boiled egg and angel food cake. It Has‘id one could distinguish ve-

tween rancher's children and the homesteaders by the dinner bucket fare, The

. ¥}




~ "zZggs on Sunday?"
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ranche;:s sons and daughtersljpndwiches were filled Jith thick slabs of beef

and the homesteader's did noi,lu v .

On ogcasion, trading of a tid bit from the pail's larder took place, A&lso

~

shi%ing a sample of mother's famous pastry or an apple with the teacher could

-

bring forth a fate worse than death to the éudent ~-"teacher's pet" was not
a popular role. ‘ ° ‘

) As early as 1885 the Territo¥1a1 Legislature-required ih;t all tax supported
schools teach the effects of alcohol in all hygiene classe;% fealth and nygiene,

. [
Wwhile not difficult to instruct, was sometimes a problem to practice with the

>

not too hygenic water bucket and the commun%%y:dipper} the lack of water to wash
properly, and not to mention the odor of a fly~infested dead carcass n some

of the buildings. Ieachers did thelr best to teach a semblance of cleanliness.

In an attempt to reinforce this virtue, one teacher questioned her students .

.

[}
t

about egg which had dried around their mouths:
"I'11l bet you had egg for breakfast?” she asked

"Nope," came the reply in unison. =~

"Nope," they beamed, " on Satuxrday." s
- LY

At the teacher's demand they washed their {aces, hut thqii father took a dim view

- o
of the proceedings. However, he later had to admit, "They learned some manners."

C. Stuart 3rown in his reminiscences of attending school at Fairview in

13

L;ndbln county, tells of thg trials and tribulations of weekly baths of farm

LY

boys in the cold of winter:

Misg Helen James, in her zeal .to teaeh hyglene and also to ease her olfactory

senses from barnyard and body odors, took.a giant step teward cleanliness. 311l - |
r

and Tom Johnson, brothers 8 and 9, caused Miss James the concern and Mr. Brown, _

L4

’ -
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and bathed each boy*lg o, o ¥ o jf}

ggalsOospend several days in'Lenver at the Stock Show.

~

. -
. . f
.
¢ ‘\/ ¢

“he teaCQer sent notes home with the boys suggesting to tne mother that they bathe,

»

- Mrs, ‘Jonnson s angry response,by note said the only trouble Was "that you old maia

<;(‘

*school teachers don t ﬁnow what a man smells lixe.” Her patience tried, miss -

-

> uameS"*QVe the boys one last chance to get a, tath over "the ﬁeekend. Phey aian t

< \

and on Tuesday s?p brought soap and towels., With water helated she startea her
= 2R

pro'ect and progressed until it came time to-remove the boys underwear. This

. .. & .

’

3

15 described by Brown: " : - . ]
’y .

Y

“The boys union suits were ankle length full sleeve and trap door seais..gp

re
been were "sewed up for tbe winter." Undaunted, the teacher cut

IS

L]

?ield txrips Were a process of rural sohoo} educatiep. <The surrounding area
was a built in laboratory for wild life, ecology, agriculture and animal husban-

-~
dry. reachers and’ students tell of gol@g to certain areas near the school to

-
L

study nature. _velyn Sands £ennedy, while teaching at the Sturgeon school in

Albany coun;y, recalls an incident from one, ield tripzé"ln one barn vwe found a

- @ ’

e o - ‘
mother botcat., Mrs. Weinburger took¥ kitten “to raise.” i "
-z

_Other recollections were trips to visit a cheese factory and ice cutting dn.

-

the’ river. - : . -~ . .

-

‘e
Ran%p schools with only one oﬁstwo families ‘were made to order for field <~‘~

triPs."~ rguerite Jonnson claims the parents of one-ranch made sure their cpild—

L4 -
ren dould go to the entertainment presented in the schools in uneyenne ?nd #ould

W
. % a .

»

O o
:
:
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At different times the teachers would taﬁe the children to their own homes

”»

for visits over the weekends to break the monotony of ranch life and fulfill

Y

$e

exoeriénces‘that ranch exastence could not provide. Mrs. Kennedy tells of

takiﬁgsharylen and Susie to ea5per where they had their first experience in a

¢

teauty Loy, on another occasrpr, she to8k the two boys and they went to the =

‘tarbers or.the first time. They were surprised that 1t dié not hurt to Zet
. g

» “’

" thelr hAsr cut-she reported.

3

Cn the return to the ranch she was stopped by a highway*pat lnan for speedf‘

ing and warned of the danger to her precious cargo, “It's alright, we\wgn't tell"

the wi} -eyed chil\_.n Proclaimed. The teacher turned it into a 1le exper-

[y e

ience, "why one should not drive fast and obey rules “y? oot
Some Sf the fleld trips were impromptu gatherings, such as & train Qreck

“fh\jhich one car,upset scattering cases of .oranges anc¢ lemons. Many of these
;!

wexe gathered For s..uden? r;ons.umpt:!.orf-rl9 ‘ . '

»

Another stgdent remembers seeling the Lrwin ranch cowboys dri&ing their hexds

of- rodeo and show stock past the schoo],,.sm

¥

The advance of the machine age was the cause of several spur—of the momefit

field. trips near dillsdale, when soon after dorld ﬂar L a plane landed in a

L

field. 4Without waitiqg to be dismigged, the stydents started running for the
plane with the teacher not far behind. Although the students had seen a few

\\ °
planes fljing overhead thﬂg was the first close up view of the uwo)ﬂinged,

*open _cockpit flying machine Zﬁ'

- “

Camd '3 ‘ -
Cn another occasion, cadgnarns .of "hard rubber wheeled trucks torturously

growléd their way along the highway near the school. A new model car was an

object of curiosity, and yet, s an anachronsim of that same era,a studeht recails
) - .

a cavalry troop that had stoppedrat their ranch t6 use the stock tank to water

thelir mounts, .
4 ¥ ' -
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3efore leaving the curriculum to go on to extra-curricular, it wogid te upfair -

‘v s 4

not to mention an instruction coursé which was_used in areas where, for one Teason
qr another, theée w§$ no eétaglished schogl. This was a correspoﬁdence eurriculum
cilled the Calvert, and it was advertised that "Any mothexr of mentality can ?each
. the course.” The,mg}erials were sent from 3altimore and the papers returned to
the same place for correction. .A pgrsonél letterﬂto both pﬁpil ?ﬁd parent-teacher

concexrn¥ng the pfogress was sent with thé grade., The district usually picked up

(
the $25.00 feg, but as suitable as the course wes, pareqfs preferred to have a
. . . ’
school, . e
L B ‘ I :
Flayground equipment at e#2ly rural schools was at a minimum., 5ut as child-
ren everywhere, boys and girls seemed to make do with such things as "flying with ‘
— wings off the coal shed,” "Sliding down‘éld.planks propped against a shed:”
Sledding down the side of a hill on a winter snow using the coal shovel as a sled “ .

or using a stick from a tree as a stick norse were fun. OCne ‘teacher recountéd
Vthat hef smaller children would gsep the stick hor;e - each haviqg a nam? and ; .
personality. . - T BT ' | -

Games in which little or,nq‘equipment was needed were common, Among‘thoée ' \ -

' ?entioned were; Zump-Pump- E%E}away, fiide and Go Seek, Kick the'Can or Kick t%e
Stick, Run, Sheep, ?un, London 3ridge, Fox and Geese and Shinny. .Cne game'/ J
nentioned used a-ball to throw over the scbpbl house roof and ;as glven a %iae ‘
.vafiety of similar nzmes, among them: Handy-d-over, Anti-bvér;‘gndy hi over etc. ‘ ~»
Several times raltlesnake pilliné‘was‘mentioned as a recreati&h;IﬁburSu{t,“_
bu% no£ as freqﬁently as “d;owning out and catghing gophers," SFhis was not an'’
/ activity that today's physical education would sanction, but in the past there

[ -

were different sets of rules and sidelights ®o the "sport;* A water pail and

L

‘access to water was needed;/,Whén the rodent was seen raéing into one of the




bR's -0 ' - :
. - N ‘ _‘ N

¥ many gophér holes on the prarié, the alaszwas sounded., All holes in the lmmediate

/~
; .
' are would be plugged with dirt and rocks and buckets of water ﬂ!hrec into the
-
goghers sanomuari*s After a nunber of pa?%% went down, the gopher emerged to \

~

aeeo from" drowni*xg, and would race for his life. '_I_'here Were several variants of

‘the rules.r Some students ‘of #illiams school‘in Altany county ;ecall roasting '

captured c‘ni:snnmks.azi Another in Lincoln county tells of mlding a wire noose
- over the hole and catching thg emerging gopher, then braﬁing the critter witn ]

a small iron or wire.z? , : .
Baseball was a highly organfged sport compared to gopher cnasing, and could
Lbe played only when equipment was atailéble. Early basetalls used at the surnt-

- -n ’ ERE .
fork 'school in Sweetwater county uoxe dasczibed: They were made by a halfbreed

named 30bin$pn. They consisted of ouckskin arapped around a coxre of cork.“zs’
In one school a boy)interxupted the athletic program when, angry at his
© fellow plaﬁers, he threw a softball bat and‘:;o gloves down the hole in‘the out-
house.’ The rest of the schednle wWith other schools was cancelled;25
. Any trip to anothen rural school was looked upon‘as a ‘holiday wheoher it
was for a track meet, oall game, scholastic contest or field trip. Few sc?ools
hadcgymnasiums but at :ine Mountain school in Albany county, the eeacher and
students would head down to the ranch barn to play btasketbtall in the loft. Itq(
#as not unuSual for oneﬁgo fall into the manger below. i
. &coivities while going toﬂor coming from school must be considereo educat- ' -
ional and they were varied,ln Wyoming‘ Cne stud%nt in the_western part of the }5
state recalls playing with” antelope on.her way to school. Another recalls xill-
" ing rattlesnakes and collecting the rattlers which he saved in a glass jar.
"dhile the Texas Trail was still used to bring herds of ca*tle through the state,
- one,girl rememnered lying on the ground wnile the heﬁloassed oy
. ~ Almost every student'gzﬁélled the numbing cold and oiting blizzard snows,

Students used every means of- transportation to get to and from school. "Shanks

. hare” commonly called walking was usual, butfé6§seback was also a means of conveyance,
» . . -\_ ' . N
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A student at 2 school along the Union Facific railroad tracks would race her

T ' 23 g
- -

. . .
horse 'along side the train gust to her teacher's worry. Cne plucky young rider

found the gates no problem; placing her dinner bucket on the post, she oyenéd the

gate, rode through, closed thé gate, §bbed her dinner buckgt and Yaced for’

r

school. ’ S N é.

-

3

Homesteaders did not have ‘a horse for each child, One teacher reca.lls: all (\ i
five chiidren on a donkey; another, three on a horse - all ‘oarefootcd but odne,
’sli'orting a peilr of spurs laced to his bare feet. : - |

g In the high countxry of'heavy snows, dog teams, sleighs, skis and snowshoes .

were all part of the transportation system. ) . -

..arly busing may have been Jus‘t that when a rancher in r{armony district
ma& a sled co sisting of two logs eight feet long and approxima.tely ten :anhes
in diameter, d fixed them so they resembledhrunners and attached a log chain | .

-

t6 which he hitched the horses. He referred to it as a Section 11 because he

lived in-section eleven of the cl.':.s‘cr:!.ct._?'3 T .

. An enclosed spring wagon with double docrs in the rear and double benches

7inside was a closer resemblance to a school bus, This was used at Tie Siding

‘
¢ ¢

“ in Alteny colnty.2>

Zarly busing incidents after cutomobiles came inf.o use to transport students

beai' retelling ' ' .o ¢

;‘me of these was @en a trio of pttemﬁﬁzd a student to the bus stop,
Tﬁo were chased back, but one jumped in the car. To exp?dite matters, the kitten'
b;rra'.s placed in a ma:ilbox and the student was to phone hér mother on a%fival at
schc;ol to pick ﬁp thde‘ kﬁitten. The mailman 'ceat the mo:cher to the mailb‘ox, however,
and thq fﬁghtened ?at jumped into the mailman's carw It no‘doubt gave the
mailmar}\ another C.0, D, package ( cat on delivery)

? :
Another incident,.could have had a more tragic outcome., The driver of a 1934

! e - £y .
. B i




discigiine was necessary to. be -a uroficien. Qgs ructor, feﬂ felt iL Wags ever a

bRs-12

Ford cut across the fields because the roads were snow clogged, He bent nis exhaust

pipe to such a degree that gas fumes™ escaped into the car and two boys sitting in

the back were overcome by the fumes, On arrival at school only swift treatment -

by the teacher, Wilma “cCullough, saved their lives.B‘ ‘

S@udenﬁs pranks and teacher s discipline were as much a part of the educat-
ional process as‘readin', writin', and 'rithmetic - at least they are as well
remenberdd as the ,subject matter. The‘range of discipiinary measures Went fr?q
lectures to expulsion, and included deteution, raps on the knucgles, star@ing in

the corner and use of the hickory stick. w#hile nearly every teacher reports that

~ 3 P T

problem in the country school, * a N
Pranks rangeéd from whispering‘to physically attacking a ;eacher.“ Cne report
involved using a glpbe as a bowling balI others Ieaving the school house to go’
to the qut house and nob-returning is tbe playgnuund swiﬂgs were too fascinating;
still another reports tying up_the teacher in her own classroom.‘

t. % ;. & . R [y ' -
Cne of the most Briginal capers was running a fuse under the school build-

ing and lighting it. There was a mad exodus of Uupils and ceacner to sur*oung-

ing roads. The fire raced to the end »f the fuse, but there was no cha*5e at’

)

the 'end. 3ecause no one would tell who pernetrated the heax, all were exnel.ea
until a note from home was brought in. 3i‘é )

Another piece of high 3inx was thro;ing‘a hat in the air and shootingﬂitk
full of holes. when the boy with the vénted hat clained 'tuinaboui_ to be fair
play; he was given an opportunity tc shoot the perpetrator's hat., It failed:
because he was handed an unloaded Zun., ‘

Guns and horses were part of the sq?ial scene in thex&est, and the school

was an exiension of the society, Billy Steel had a disagreement with his teacher

v ‘ . SQ
s

-

.
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Hq:,tntizig his norse, he spurred hina into a btucking show, employing his- six-gun.

& at’ the same time. He never came back to school ; ha.turally enough, .he tacame a
rodeo bront rider.33 . \' .
» . ¥

S
fiot gl;’ the mischievouness was as violent., OQuthouses were filled with nay

or, in cne instance, coal, The guilty gleefully removed the contents when con-

——t <

fronted. When chewing gum was tanned in the school rooam, the culprit was nade

. .

to chew five sticks at one tine for the rest of the school day. Studentd we

detained after school for five to ten minutes for every minute tardy. shen tolé

to bring a dranch for s'panking, one student pulled out an entire aspen and rought

7~ ’
-1t in, 4nen notes were intercepted ithe culprit was asked to read them aloud to
. theglass, . -
. . Ted Cronberg, at&dl.ng +school at his father's ranch, remembers hiding a

cat behind the flag on the wall, The teacher had him write the words, "I wj.ﬁ-

not put a cat behind the flag" five nundred times., He-claims to have stayed,

aiter sc'no?l until nine o'clock wﬁting.Bu
Zach teacher developed nis or her own individual brand of discipline to

handle each stud;ent and situatior, tut one of thne mQst novel was ins ti}.:mci vy a

Mr. Stark in a school near soulder, syoming. <n thé pariance of the west, nhe

"ga%e a 2an a fighting chance." He would cut an armlcad of willows, each about

- 3 feet long. If a discipline problem arose, he would call the offending student

to the Iront of the room and ask him %o choose a “willow as a weapon. <Ihe stucent

»

would usudlly choose the heaviest stick and would be ziven the first chance to
A 3

LY

strize ¥r, Stf.rx. Sut the teacher had his own personal willow, a slim, flexitle

-

one. The student would usually aiss, leaving hinmself oven to the teacner's sting-

s ®

ing flicks. This was called “slap-3ack” arl no student ever recalled the teacner
~ - J -

losing a duel .35
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i \ Although no tdO schools were ever identical in physical plant, curriculum,

:nethods or activities, in 1519 an att’empt was made 4o oring all schools in the

state into a common mold. \

o

"Zarly standardimion codes were high enough to insu.z'-'e a ranch boy or
»
girl hygenic conditions to work, sufficient books and stpplies, and a fair
well qualified:teacher in learning and experience, <In the other ha.nd they

~_weren't so high or enlightened that a “orwa.rd looking school district could

v . -
not azttain thenm.- .36 . ] ) ) . ,
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: nounced in southern Wyoming as on the Great Flains to the east.

dlske

AMERICANIZATION OF ETHNIC GRCUPS ' .

r

. It would be fitting to report that Wyoming, the Equality state, educated

—

all children equally. This was not -completely true in the early accounts of
country schools, ) : ) 5 .

Mexican children did not alwa!ys at\end school full time. "A.group of this
nationaliﬂi\are reported to have attended the Steuart school on the Granger.
ranch in Alsany county.1 . o «

In notes taken from a school board meeting in lLaremie county, it s noted

Pl
that a patron asked where a school was to te held and wno the teacher would be,

_ it was decided that if anyone other than "the Nexlican” family attended, then

school would be held in the regular'school house- if not, t would be held in a

it was also decided if any children .’
/

small tuilding near the MNexicga family,2
hesideswﬂexican attended, a white American teacher would be engaged,

The education and Americanization of the immigrant was probably less pro--
"The early
foreign cattle ranchers were not alien’to Americjp Ways., When the anglish and
Scottish came to make thelr fortunes in the cattle business“‘their cnildren re-
mained behind or were sent zast or abroad for thelr education.

QThe ethnic homesteaders first set‘led danses, the Lakotas and Netraska, s0 S
in most instances, it was the second generation families nhich nigrated 10 ayo~-
mqu in seaxch of cheab land, ‘ : : } T

The Army brought forth the foreign ipmigrents to soldier on the frontier.
A eurvey of soldlers of the forts in ¥Wyoming shoaed =qx irish and Zcﬁrcerman,

-\

pany who were experienced in the ZFrussian Army. 3 The maj% ty of these.soldiers
1

wexre unmarried, and only a mere scattering of children were in the territory

' ) - \“2 - v ~ - 4
from this source, : :

Y




' @gistrict, with tne approVal of the county superintenaent, a separate school

Anericanization - 2 . k ’
A law passed by the legislature of Wyoming territoxy in 1369 protidéd for .
genera taxation for schools, rather than voluntary contribution and also pro-

-

viced that if thers were fifteen negro chiléren: or aore within a specified

could be‘forméd.u The first segregated school was in Laramie in 1875. as

reported in the Cheyenne Daily Leader, "The colored population are to have a

school in Laramie. They have rented a school building, hired a teacher anc

'

school will bte commenced at once. This, is certainly “praiseworthy for our
colored brethern." ) )
.~he e;rliest migrant workers in southern‘wyomins‘were,Russian-nmericans_
brought in from Lincoln;.Nebraska }or the teet narvest, mostly to Goenen county.'
=Zntire families, usually large,.wefe brougnt in by txain. 3oys and girls as
young &8s nine worked alongside thelr parentg in the filelds, At this time‘there
seemed to bte no thought‘'of migrant education, although these children were in
the state as much as three months of.the school yeax before returning to Nebra-

-

SKa. ~

el

A few did stay on, sonme attending schools, but in the district there wvas,
p t

as stateo by August srerle, a successful, but unschooled, farmer. In discuss-

ipg American schools, he remarkeo, "Russia went to hell withdut schools, bdut,

-

we're going to nell with schoois.”6

S :
Still here are tales of ethnic children attending gouthern Wyoming schools. *©

No story is quite as romantic as the young Mexican sheepnexcer who, after the
sheep were placed in corrals for the winter, would attend school with Qasham
ranch children near fock Springs in Sneetwater county. uUn weekencs,-he went into

town and sang at the South Pass Bar. According to Katherine Marie .Brett Slott,

+he teacher at the ranch, a representative of the Victor Fhonograph company on

.

his way ‘to Denver, entered the tar, After hearing the boy sing, the agent

65
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americanization - 3 : .

erranged for a tryout for him. ‘We never saw the boy again., ZLater I heard ne
sang with the Hetro%g;itan Cpera eempany'in~New York. He sent me a recording
he had made in%New-York wh;ch W3S a‘eax cylincer type record?z

Cf all the ethnic gzroups,’ th;'German-nmerican family’was the most closely
knit.l The native tongue o{luermany was usually spoxen exclusively at home,
There were many German language newspapers published in¢;he United States, less-
ening the need to learn to read inglish for news. The 5ibPe was in werman as
were the church services, . i . . /

The fact that there were no German parochial schools in Wyoaing as there are
still in other more nighly populated states, may nave caused the Gexrman ?amilies
in 4yoming to adopt American language and, eaucation sooner.

In the early years the children of ethnic families spoke no‘znglish in the
home'which was a p;rticular hardship for the first child who began school, It
2ecame easier for the younger brothers and sieters as the eldest returned home
from scheool each day proudly spouting some newly acquired English. It was not
until the  second generation .8rew up that the eerman-Amerécan beczme comfortable
with the znglish language, rhere a;;i;;;ZZBus incicents in which the fracturea
znglish of the German child made him the butt of laughter, This author recalis

'his grand¥ather felling' him to ﬁring in some "cups. ' "I did., I put them on the
table and received a SCOIdiﬁg for berng such a ’'cumkoff' or dumthead. shat he
neant was some cobs - corn cobs for kindling in the stove, "3

Many children att ended school no further than the fourtthr £ifth grades.

There was no pressure'to keep the children.in school, When one son told nis

father he was getting nothing out of school, his father told hinm, “alrignt, go

ahead with the aanuxre hauling.”9
~
4

B
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americanization - & - -

During World War I German-american children in Wyoming country schools were
not harrased as muog as in other 1ocalities, although th;re were isolated cases
of nage-calling with,taunts_such as 'Kaiser uover," “Krauthead" etc.

Salem, near Pine Eluffs in haramie county, was a Sweaish community. uost
of the children spoke both Znglish and bwééisn . however the oarents showec more

concern ‘about the americanization of their offspring than the Germaags.

ﬂ!

dosella Carson remembers her brother started school unable to speak English,
- fier mother laid down the law to her husband that English must aow te spoken in

the home so that the rest of the children would start school without nandicap.lo

This was not the case in the Finnish settlement near rHanna in Carbon county
where, the Finns took no such pains 10 learn the American tongue. A school at
the foot of Freezeout called rlat school where the non-English speaking Finnish
children attended had many oroblems ;Ith'hon-Finnish soeaking teachers.11 -

In thelr every day dealiﬂ§s the Finns did pick up a few woxds, and Sanm
oundy recollects one who could swear ifi American, but limited hiaself to nis

‘,

native tongue in other conversatio‘n.s,12 L .
' N

«  Schooling was more difficult for children of Italian lmmigrants because

many parents remained in the United States only iong,enough to magke some money,

then returned to the homeland, 3ut those&who stajed felt the urge to'become more

smericanized and did not promote the speaking of thelr own lanéuage: Thexe were
™ cut a few Itailan~3mericans found in the rurdl schools bf ayoming, host of this
nationality settling in the urban areas.13' é

There are isolated reports of incidents involv%hg ethnic children in ayoming's

schiools., One teacher reported that the son of a section nand could speak only
Syrian which she did not understand.' dowever, in ner report, she noted, 'ae

% was a very interesting person."lu

~ ’ -
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"!mericanization - 5
achers renorted tnat in spite of having no <now1edge of the forei

language spoken by the chfldren, they felt the student gainea at least a

¢

partial, prgcﬁical,use of the lanﬁyage through the exposure at sc@oolQ

Sharing of varied cuitpres wes a rich benefit of ethnic students' partic- ~'-
ipaticn in countzy scﬂools. Teachers and o%per students tecame scquainted‘
with tne custons of the students from oreign backgrcunds.¢ Tne,Mexican young-
sters ;Lo learned the square dance and the Virginia reel in turn taugnt the .
‘Mexican hat dance to their schoolmates, ‘One teacher in Laramis county visited =

a' Japanese fanily, ?he} ere eating withr chop sticks, She rsmembered the
’.amilj as being nighly amused at her clumsy attempt to manipulate tne chopsticks.
She also recalled that each summer this capanese family, would take the children
to Colorado to attend a Japanese school., The children ?ere always glac to return

/EE’:IQ Wyoming schoql. liere they got to write with pencils instead of brushes.15

© At the darrinan school in Laramie county Gynith Nauta had as students two

chigérea/aﬁ a2 Navajo resexvation f;;ziy. The family spoke cnly their na?%ve

tongue. The teachex taught the chilaren during the sohool cay and brought the R

parents in at night to americanize ths vanishing Ameiican. Not only'did she tutor o
1them in the Znglish language, but also. showed them the dietary ways of the white

man.- She expla;nedﬂsecipes including a dish called tuna fish salad: Marguerite .
Johnscn, the countySlperintendent, recounts that on one of er visits>to the’

]
: N . ! s ‘. \ ’ - ~‘. 2 \ l’
school, when asked by one of the Navajo children wnat kind of sSandwich she nad -

in her lunch, sile replied, "Tuna fish salad.: Would you like one?" The child -~
replied in the negative, Later 2§§§he was conferring with the teacher, Mrs.
simple meal, and had\fed the children so much of it that they had brh%ght a

whole sack of canned/ tuna to the teachér with the demand, "7ou keep it, > we don't

want 1t."16 ) . =
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P
Generally speaxing the ethnic varents saw the advantage of edycation anc
ésthe necessity of americanization of their offspiring and were staunch aavocates

of the schools., u;ientals were particularly proud of their children'sflachieve-

ments in all schogss. N S : ‘

«

-

T Isaac Ferguson who had migrated from England was uneducated. He claimed to
e . \ \_‘ g
have learned to cipher and writeqon a slzate while nerding sheep. ."Recognizing

his own shgrtcomings in education, he later helped to buTld a log scncdl on <the
& ) . I8

. ' . ]
Hamsfork for his childron to attend.“'%g'# ‘ y -

AIthoughf$he country schools of southernlgyoming did not nave significant

numbers of suudenus with .ethnic bacxgwoun

“

institutions' did play an integral part in tngy'

s tne.yrban areas cia, tnese

those who did attend country schoolss . “ oL
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Cowbelles Ring Schoolbells’ o
School Poard Minutes, 3chool Disﬁiicp ﬁ#fvzaramie'CBUnty
Feopling the High Flains .
Territorial Laws of Wyoming, 1869 T
Cheyendie peily Leader, Mexch 12, ‘1875.
Peopling the High Plains

Transcipt tape "My Teaching Career" Kather{ne Marie Slot

Tape - Milt®isKe

- Peopling +he High Plains

Taped interview -~ Rosella Caxrson
Tzped interview - Sam Eundy
-bid

-~

Feopling the High Tlai"s - o

Cowbelles Ring Schoolbells

Ibid *

Taped interview- liarguemite Johnson
distoxy of. Hamsfork.Valley
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‘ " THE-GOUNTRY SCHQOLS TODAY
The coufitry school 5ouse, once envisiong as part of a setting on the

lonesoqe vrairie or ‘nestled in a mountain valley, is slowly becoming part of
Veeishing Americana garticulafl; invﬁyoming where energ§-thirsty enterprise is’
exploding populations and impacting formerly peaceful communities.

Revorts from the State Denartment of'Education number twenty- -five school
districts with at least one rural scnool ”here are 52 rural elementa*m schools
with 139 teachers serving 1,296 :upils., ¥any of these buildings do hot fit~the
project's description of the country e%hoolg~some schééie nave but one or two
1 ' . .

oupils per.téachers

.Y

Few actual builcings remain in use in southern ayoming. The, ugp per reacnes of
+ ]

g . "

b . . -
northern Ailbany county have a small network of five or six rural schools under <ne

supervision of the distrlct office in Laramie. In the eouihern area of .that
county there are ?u; two schodls contrefled and supplied by that office.

Valley View, approximately twenty ailes west, is an exempiery model of a
nodern reral schogl, but does not fit the early definitién of a country school
for Phis project. The feeilit}‘pas al} ehe advantages of its drban sisters
including a gym ang utili}y roem} eiectricity, plumeing and heating.

The outstanding adventage iﬁ this school is the dedication of .rs. z2dith L

\ Clymerias a teacher, in an intarview with Shexrry Larson Lavato wno taught with
. -

Mrs. Clymer at vValley ‘iew for two yeaxs, she felt it wes her most memorable

-

experience in education to be assdciated with this veteran who provided enricn- . . ‘7
~ .

o ment in unique' ﬂays. ars., lLavato rememcefs fishing in a- streaﬂ dithvhe chilc‘.-

ren and frying the fish for lunch; starting fires on‘he ice znd skating aur*ng

rd
e noon nours; classroom prodects in practical mathematics; inciviaual pdano lessons;

- » L4

tallet pract;ce; taugnt along with the required suo;ec;s more easily with 2 low

! student-teacher retio;z
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uounggg Schools Today - 2 : .
Laranle county is presently divided into two districts; one under the ’
administration in Cheyenne, and the seconc¢ under the control of the superintt;ndgent
in éine 31uffs.- “istrict one operates btut three rural schools in the western
part of the county. In the eastexrn district, grade school cnildrén attend in
the small communities of Hillsdale and Carpenter in structures which served as
high schools tefore consolidation, Highsschools are rzintained in Zurns, altin
and Pine Bluffs with fluctuating enrollnents.
Music, physical education and art specialists in albtany and’laramie county
district ﬁi make per{odic visits to the rural schools to“provide the benefits
of instruction city childken receive, Standardized testing is also provided
through district offices.
Those counties still maintaining rural schools are replacing or adding to
the traditional white frame bﬁilding with ﬁobile buildings; some metal and
" others of simuiated wood pégélq Some of Fhe mooile units serve as teacherages, €&
Toilet faci}itiés in trailers have replaced the outhouses wﬁ;ch stood behind the
lit£le 0ld ‘school house." . . -
Motorized buses carry the students great distances each.morniné an& evening

to and from their homes in outlying areas, After school events cannot be managed
| )

i

ﬁ if they interfer with the bus schedule, _ ‘ R .

{ .
With consolidation of a number of smaller schagis{ patrons feel some of the

communities nave fallen apart and lost the identity whicn was fostered Ty basket-

’

tall teamé, 4-d clubs and othey compeitions; othg rgue that the a'dvantageé of

. L 4
*gmtter instruction and extra curricular offerings in the larger school substant-
- 4

ially outweigh the loss of identity, «

*

Alice Tuttle Starr btelieves, "aith the pressure today of individualized

. E)

insﬂ{iifion, it seems the coﬁntry schopis are 40 years ahead of modern insfruction. 3

N x
* . :
; 2
,




Country Schools Today -~ 2

Centennial school parént, Roberte .rune, had this to say about consolidation:

~ . "Some (changes) are definitely en improvement and others are é%gued $ro and con.

A music teacher comes from Laramie two day$ a week to teach music, a physical

education teacher comes one day a week to teach Z.3., and an art teacher every

~

other week, I-really don't xnow if this system 1s much better than ausic caily -
oy some one who didn‘t know music, btut 3ried never-the-less. The tooxmobile is

definitely on the plus side and it is great encouragerent to purils who might

-

not read as much as they should."a
Another added benefit cited for the children of a country scnool today is
that they are "next to nature.” 4ith current concerns for ecology and the study

) of the environment, who would have vetter laboratory materials than the teachers

»

in these céuntqy'scyools?

The majority of studer®s ané teachers feel that country school education is
more than satisfactory; a minority fel it not that good. In retrospect, some
-ndicated that the education "of the good old days wag actually not that good, ~

but only a sweet memoxry of youta.

AS apg example of what the countxy school aust co today we examine the last

d \
4 vastian of rural educauion in northern nlsanj countj, ajoming.

Sistances are so vast and winter storms so unpredictable that consolicdation

.Y
and busing seem out of the ouestion. In six schools, teachexs tutor from two to

six children’ from nearby, ranch fauilies one througnh six graces, osoogs and equip-
zent axe the same as supplied to the elementary schools in Laramie., Lunches are
sometimes prepared in the teacherage nearby, 3Sanitary facilities are provided,

a

farents transport the children via pickup txrucks, four-wheeled drives, and even

: snowmobiles, but the homse is not an anachrzgism. . ) *

- .

. @
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Couﬁtry Schools Tod;y =4 &
Dan Ben%er, who came from Ann Arbor, Michigan, telieves théere is‘a curious

mixture of old and new” in his school in aAlbany couniy. fge boogf; he explains,

are as good and as éxpensive volumes as anywhere., Buses brin§ childrea safely

to school, Tge car has réplaced the pony; the log cabin has been replaced by

t@e nodern traller. There are visits from the mobile libraxy., 7The isolation

1s the same despite the convenience of the automobile; Gistances are aighty.

i

"Cne does not run down *o %he drugstore for 2 soda or t; a movie."5 )

It wes this isolation that Mary fvewinel who taught at Altany Seak spea«s
of, She was impressed with the warmth and conduct of %ne parents. 5he called
it "neighbof%&ng,‘ refexring to pot luck éuppers and programs. Jegatives were
the many dead flies she swept out before starting school, and the live ones that
Were a nuisance until the early frosts xilled them. ohe alss recalléd trapping

mlce, thawing frozen pipes and windstorms that hit the ar(ea.6

Teachers foday gretfar more prepared than the initial school merm with a
normal traiﬂing course in high school who religiomaly followed the recommended
state course of studf.* éertification requirements are me: 2nd career teachers g’)
continue 0 up grace thelr educational credits and participate inAin;service. '
The modern rural instructor must be a2 master of reading, wWriting anc aritnmetic;
also have a kﬁowledge of social stfdies, the sciences, the p&aygroﬁpd and cnila-~-
ren with special needs. Unless th; school bus driver is aléoAan engineer, +nere
is no zaintenance san to call should 2 neating system aéort.

Some feel that the few rural schools which rem;in operate under trying con-
ditions; the turnover of teachers in rural arezs is too-high. Although some may
anticipate that the country schools¥are in the twilight of theirllong service,

The Wyoming State Cepartment of Educatlion is dedicated to continued support.

Roger Hammer, director of the sexrvice, believes there is more respect fostered

-
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under difficulties,

registered, six are Dresent.”

County Schools ‘Today - §

the city.z

with families returning to ranches and farms, finding it a tetter life than in

Crban sprawl is another factor of
to district »lanning,
S S

Four classrooms

. S
contemporary society which adds a dizenfion
teen miles from Lheyenne in Laranmie

N .
are required for grade school children
dwellings on acregge dewelopments wesz

county becauseaof newly constructed
Cheyenne, and a school tus is provided.

of tne city., " Teachers drive out from
over

2

=

3

~-

trons of contemporary rual schools feel they nave aore controlling influence
thelr children's ecucation than in 2 larger district,
&

-
s,

4
4
g

The State Lepartment of Zducation believes several technigues musi be
"considered for continuing and strengthening rural education.

(2
estavlishing an idea benk'for teachers; identifying model schools for dissemin-

These incluce

ation; increasing communication and do-operation vetween the.State ~epartment of

\ Education'and local schools; increasing coémunity involvement in rural scrools;

X developing strong pre-service and in-service zrogranms; conducting reseazrch on ~

\\'the stress of rural teaching and 503 to stem the high rate of turnover; assessing

- the role of ruzrel schools in communiiy deveTopment.“A _ .

r .
The quoted repor* and the following exaample contrast the advancement of

rural schools in southern Wyoming. From the Laramie county superintendeht in

1383, "Found Schoolrﬂo. 2 in Dist, 5 held in a tent
fractural suppldes,

th ooard placed on nail
xeg for seat, The teacher is supplied with a good zable, globe, dictionaxry and

4

Mr. J.W. McClure is a faithful teacher though working
This school, cazlled the Reed school, nas nine pupils
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student znc teacher in Weston County, ayo. (1940's,

{3 generations,
recent rural tezoner in Laramie uounty (late 196C's,

wescner in eastern Laramie wounty(1940's)

siiient in albany oounty; teescner in Loshen & larapie.couatic
(early 1900,
in carbon wounty (1890's,

5

zuncy @s students

~otrer as student and tescner in lUlnte couniy(early 1%00,

v

su ort, teacher and adrinlstrator Leramle .ountyyearly 19006- -

2

stu.ew> ~nd currently teacner in western lLaranie county

. ”
stu.rnt in carvon wounty { 1920's)
stucers nne tescher in Lersmie county (2lso nensas; (1920's)

tezcrner out of volorado springs, wolo. early 1%¥00's

tercner, student end adminisirator Laramie wounty (1930- 60's.
stugent,.in Ulnta anc albany counties (1920's,

stucernt rlatte county, iebraska {1920'5)

Liunent :nd teacher {(nisconsin, acminlstrator ayoming
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tu ¢«n* ond teacner uarpbell wounty

r

teacnsr in [incoln county
L
~inisire tor, “Albany county ) .
te=che r end administrator in aAlbany Lounty g 4

.

aarinisirator in Albany Lounty b
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