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COUNTRY SCHOOL LEGACY: HUMANITIES ON THE,FRONTIER

The Mountain Plains Library AssocCiation ig pleased 10 be invoived In this
project documenting the country school experience. Funding of this project
from the National Endowment for the Hurmanijties, cost sharing and other
contributions €nabled us all to work with the several state-based Humanities
Commitiees as well as many otheg state dnd local Jibraries. agencies and
interested citizens. we awiﬁd&pi»ﬁpressed not only by the enthusiasm for
this work by all concerned out by the wealth of experience brought to bearin
focusing aftention on—and recapturing—this important part of history. and
how we got here. This roject seems to identify many of the rootsand “charac
ter formation™ of our social, political and economig institutions in the west

Already the main Project objective seemsto be' met. stimulating library usage
and inCreasing circulation of historicaland humanities materials in this region.
Public interest is rising in regional. siate and local history. Oral history prograrns
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of—and action on—the issues involving the humaniti€s and pubiic.policies.
past ancl present. The atouniain Plains Library Association is prouckto be a

artner in this work. the Country School Légacy.anti its contribution to under-,
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standing humanities on the frontier.
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confrontatlgns These confllcts touche'

‘THELEGACY' OF UTAH'S COUNTRY SCHOOLS, 1847-1896

oy ,; . ' byQECOtt ﬁ. BirEinshaW"

S . . .
_ . \L e . S~
Thls paper‘is a report of research conducted under a crent

enclcled "The‘Country School Legacy " Humanities on the Frontler "

This grant is’ funded by the: ﬂatlonal Endonent for the-Humanlties

¥ ¢
and}sponsored by the MouhtalnaPlains lerary Association,

- : . t

.f

The phase of the grant reoorted here includes schools which’
. - ,(! ’
flourished during the Terr1tor1a1 Period of the State of Ucah. - ™~

In accordance with the requlrements “of the grant these schools /
¢

will be dlscussed with regard to s;x maJor/subJect classlkrc tions:

1) Country Schodls as Community" Cencers 2) Countrx Schools. and‘the

Amerlcanization of Ethniq 5roups ‘4! Reading, Writing, 'R_'hmetfc

J’

‘and Reci tation; 4) 'I'ea.chers thgb:.r %1es Rules {nc Restrictions,
Y Couﬂfry Schools Today and 6) Countrx Sdhools a

Sites‘ It is recognized, of course, that muchxof ths materid: -]

rébbrtad nere overlaps between,these categorrr . \ < .

iAder discussion here

Iz may rightly be said of the"schools

that they were a mirror of the aoclety whic
z - .

Terricorial Péniod of Utah's hlstory Wwas

Fl o

they served The
- —

-
|

the 1Lves of v1rtua11y . -

'
ARG -

all of Utah's citizens 1n one way or.

.
- i

other Therefore, ic is —

approorlate to discuss br;efly the 7ooia1 coqpext of Utah
schoo’ durlng the Terrltorlal'berlod in Order to provide a
framework for the toplcs Whlch follow S . ' -

,r - ] . .
The firsc white colonlzers of the resent State of U“ah were

-

members of the Church of Jesus Chrlst of Latter -day Salnts known

o J . . .
1}‘. . LY - \

M‘ .
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the Mormons

h gt

L

These

"picneers"”,

as they arg called in

2.~ . o
ﬁcah .

L4

"to rloloule Smlth and the adherents of his new szct. .

) gious pergsecution began,

Lor{r arrived in the Valley of .che Great Salc Lake on July 24

The exodus of the ploneers from their homes in Nauvoo,

L,

Illinois to the arid deserts and high'mountains of Utah was -
- ¥

-

lnsplred by a desxre to esoape from rellglous perseoutlﬂh

. The L.D.S. Churoh was foundad ln New York in 1830 by
oseph‘bmlth the §1rst Prophet, Seer, Revelztor and Preslden:.
of the Churohb.; z'émith's‘olaims tHat h'e‘had visit.ations 'c’rom‘

naels and that he discovered antient wrltincs on gold plates
I/

1ed some Co, JOln cthe néw church. *The same elaims led others
1. .

As the Church grew, the- supposed peculiaricies of

'beliefs and 1ifesty1es became the-objeot‘Pf inoreasing

and persecution. Ohio and P%is'souri were .stopping' points ix;

che Mormon migrationiyestﬁard.* in Missouri the persecutidns -

turned f£rom verbal abuse to the murder of some Mormons,and )

n€ burnlng/of their homes by bands of marauders.

4

The ﬁormons lefc Wlssourl ahd moved on to Illinois where

The. olsy

Eheyﬁ/séabllshed the Clty of Nauvoo, " ew

becguse the Mormon missionaries were successf
/ M \

/;yéhers of new believers to the faith. BRut/once agaln the rell-

oulmlnatlng in t e mart&rdom of Joseoh
e

ﬁmlth at the hands of a mob while he w being held ih jail at

-

" ‘ R
Saints left Nauvoo after -

the neargy town of Carthage, Illinoig. c ’
N Y .

The majority of the,Latter-&a
J " * ' -~
Smith's deach, Led by Brigham

-

tould caxry into ox-

ung, they put everything thei

v / . - . '- T
&rawn wagons and fled from cheir persecutiors

‘f - - * .T-.

o 'the Great Basin. X -,

e

i ;7pldly N
in converting large l'

LR




'Eoﬂonizlncr the Gfegt Salt Lake Valley DR

dlscoveﬁlng creasﬁres there and Ln Nevada. Brlgham Young,- true

e U . . . \ .
--form of govermment. They preferred to settle their disputes in

‘ecclesiastical courts rather than civil courts. The justices

. 'f,\u ’ . * . . v . . L
& ' .: e, ) . o o )
. . ' . 3
o - J‘\ ]
© The Wormons mist ‘have treasured® the lsolatlon ar‘orded by L
-~ * : Do
this untémed region of mountain, and deserts. At rlrst thelr on’y
‘rﬁ - t -

.elghbors were the local Indlans and the trapoers who harvested

"t

the sklns of beavers. from.the ﬁbuntaln streams. These crepperS-

~

were known as Mountain Men. They included the famous~Jih Bridger, ’

who is said'to have tried to dlscourage Brlgham Young from . BN

The isolation of the Mormons,in ‘the territory which chey
fa11ed Deseret was short lived. The discovery of gold 'irr Califorr

la in 18r9 led to an’ Lnflux of cravele"s iured on gy tha hope of

to hls_goele of protecting the gormons from. persecution and -

protecting their. religious freedom, scorned the gold—Seekers.
Instead, he promoted the s temé?ic-ﬁb%qilzation of the ter ritory

in area» which could sustaln farming-and grazlng ® ]\
¢ .
' Ut_h was cranted terrltorlal status by the U S. Conoross in
4
1850. The terrltory was called Utah rather than Déseret, ag the

Mormons wished; Nevertheless, Brigham Young was named Governor of

ehe territory in recoonltlon of hlS 1eadersh_p of the nu&erous

”Salnts who were the majority of the 'population in every set-
. L T . . . ) R - o . o’

tlemen*

ThE'executLye and leglslaclve branches of the new errlrorlal

governmeqt were solidly under Mormom control. The Jedrdlcar hranch'

-

however, consisted of Non-Mormon political appointees.’ Friction .

developed between the judges and the Mormog culture for severai
h

reasbne. First, the Mormons envisioned a theocraty as their idsal

- -

-

6 - ‘
. . ‘
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. ‘was absprbed by the ClVll War from 186Q_to 1805 ﬁowever,,the

relt that tne;Mormons were tJereby subvertlng the. law of the land.

p +

Second a group of. immlgrants were killed by Mormons and Indians

“ "~

at the Mountatn‘%eadows near St.-George. The attempt to, cove; up .

‘ Vs

the 1nc1dent relnforced the bellef -that the Mormons éhd ‘N0 respect/z
for the law Terd Brlgham Young openly declared the doctrrne

or plusaljmarrlage or polygamy as a tegent of the Morman faith.

-

L I N .
in 1852 a practlce which had been carrled on secretly for about
LY F) .
ten years. .These snoposed affronts td"fhe'establlshed moral

+

~ code angd tradltlons of the ma;orlty of Americans led to a break
'C"

i

" ~n the relatlons between the Mormong and the gepreﬁentat_ves

-

;he gOVéaneﬂt at Washlngton D.C~ 7 ', .

e

t‘h

o
+

i

! Presldent James Buchanad sent fedenal troops to the te**ir

y

1' L

tory in 1857 to pu%\down a suoposed rebelllon Thls coqpenced'

cthe Utah War. The Mormons regarded the 'incident as another reli-

gloys pensecutlon. They preoared t destroy all of the cowns

(Eef.had byite, oeginning wich.th PLOSperous G;eat,Salt Lake

P . h-.-. LY — . . . . " (

£1ty {"3‘ . . - _,_, \ . .
When the federal troops arnlved a peace was concluded w1thout

. - ‘

mbloodsheu However the troops remalned garrlsoned in the terri- -

"

tory 1n an attempt to support the edicts ‘of the. federal Judges and

me;shals. Flnally, Brlgham Ydung was relieved of his post as

Govefnor.and‘a serles of ﬁon-ﬂormons.wére appo;nted(to the pési-
! . '
'tion until} :gtatehood in 1896 . ot _ _ _‘ ' .

¥

Tae Saints remalned in relatlve isolatlon in the Rdcky

Mountains “through the 1860 S.. Alsg,.the natlon s ‘attention !

5
Py .
* - l /\\
‘

transcontinental rallroad was completed in 1869. This'b*oﬁght

(
about ' many qﬁgng s in Utah soclety. ThE‘rhlland mgde it egsier’

for.the thousands of Mormon converts to emigrate Eo their, Zion.
- - . : . . . " .-'. . u

r
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The Churchl|s aggresgive missionary.program brought thousands

Qf new coverts, espeCLaIly from Great Br1ta1n and Northerﬁ Eur-

-
v

ﬂope.' K‘ﬂerpetual Emigrdtion Fund.was set.up to help these

people join the rest of their fellow believers in Utah. The
. - v
railroad also brought thousands of Von Mormons to Utah They

\

were drawn to the t rltorv oV dlscoVeraes of sllver in the *
n

- mountains surroundi Great 3alt Lake City and in the Tintic
District CoaL and other pricious resources were also dlscovered

. . 4 —
Soon the Von*“ormons became a vocal and abragsively crltlcal mln-‘

-

orlty in the tesritory. . « . TN "

1

) L, X . ,
Mormons were practicing polygamy and were also actively pro- .

sélyting large numbers of converts from outside ofthe U.8. ~ —n

These and many other factors combined to make them a deculiar,
' 1 . - . -

dangerous, and immoral sect in ‘the eyes of many Americans,
L -

'Consequently. the U.S, Congress began a legislative crusade .

-outlawing poly amy agd unlawful: qohab vtation. ' The Mormorns

openly defied’ these laws, Vl&Wlng them as an unconstltutlonal vio-

latlon of thelr freedom. of religion. "But' the constltutlonallt;“kl

"of these laws was ‘upheld and new laws were passed to add to(the

t . r

punishment for plural marriage. Finallf the Congress disin-

eorporated the Chqrca seized all ofﬁiq assets and drove all

» N N

of its leadeﬁs into hiding. These extJeme measures. fimally forced

the Church s fourth president, Wilford. Woodruff to declare in l890

a Mgnifesto OutlaWLng the practlce of plural marriage. After the'

Manifesto the government gradually restored the rights ‘and pro- -

4 L]

perty o: the Church and its members rehabllltatlnc them in -

preparation for statehood. This was finallv granted in 1896,

. I . Lountry Schools as "Community Centers ¢

+ ' -

]

8 . .

The role of school bulldlngs in Utah communrtles underwent -

-

-

¢
e

P
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important changes as the éommunities‘developed from frontie B _
l' \.‘:. ¢ -

outposts to modern towns and tlties aurlno the terrltorlal

period. Danlelson has descrlbed phls_develqpment.‘ S

- ! i \' # .
The evolution of the local schoollof these.. ‘s
e communities has generally developed lnlthree
. steps as fdllows: (1) school was first held
: in a private home in the gomhunityyeusually
. the home-bf the teacher who had beén sél-
..ected by the town school trustees on the )
basis of her ability to read and yrite and -
be].ncr available for the position; (2) schoei
Avas Iater held in the local “"meeting house® T\ A
of cthe community with a teacher who was litcle - “
bertar gqualified than the earlier tceacher:
(3) a bulldlng was next erected in each com-

: murfity especially for school purposes. : ' E .
LN (Dariielson. History of Education in Sevier &
: Countz, thesis, University of Utan, 1931.) .
Durlng the first phase of development, schools we:e not onmly
. y .
,beld in homes as Dantelson suggests, but also in covered wagons, .

&
» 1

tents, grainaries, saioonsi and stores. o T

, Me:%on historians have ﬁointed with pride to the importane
role issigned .to educatlon in the West not merely as % protec-
-ﬁioq rom rellglous Dersecutlon but alyo as an opportunicy to
build an utopian sOCLetx based on their religious.beliefs. In :

this society they vf@wed education as a noble quest leading to

théaperfectidﬁ of the dindividual and of the'society‘as a whole, !

. . Edugﬁtionu when taught by correct principles,

. r and under the supervision of those governed
by the -spirit of God, will lay a fouadation *
.to ‘make mén and women great, noble, and amiable,

. and will expand their minds so that they caa
be fit for any station which they may be called
to gccupy, and nothing will daunt them.from
pursuing the purposes of God and truth.

b ;Deseret News, Vol. I,.November 16, 1850. ) ,

t +

The sermons of Mormon leaders included frequent exhortaelons

- to the Sasnts to attend to educational gatters. 4 eseruL index

-

to these sermons as- recorded in the Journal of Discoufses was y

e}




Lake Clty . University of Utah Llorary,'19 5)

' used as the town hall and courthouse, wheu needed.

. ' : 7

compiled by Ruth M. Jones (Pioneer Thoughfs on Educatlon - Salt

’

Eaucatlon*occupled 'such a central plgce in the thogédgro;
the pioneers that' schooling was carr*ed on in’ any avallable_
place as they craveled acrosseche plains Erom Nauvoo and as they
;ounded new settlements in Utah.ﬂ The process of educatlng both

the young and the adults did not stop for want of awbulldlng.

Utdh’s'first‘school was taught by Maxy Jane Dilworth <in a-

tent in the Sal uake Valley in 1847. - Other schools héld without

the benefit of a bulldl"lor are recounted inm most of tRe hlstorles
{!
of Utah communities. .Josephine J. Miles recalled several typical

schools in her History of Education;in St Gecrge.

The flrst,school that was reallv taught in

St. George City, was by Sister Orpha Everect

She first taught in a tent on her lot. “Afcer-
wards she taught' in @ willow school house where

' the first wazd schodﬁ house was built in early T

times, about 1868, lt being <he fixst school
house erected. .

) Aunt Mariette Calkins taughc in a wTﬁon box

: and in a tent on her lot. Brother omas

~ , Cottam claims to be a graduate of her school--
: having gone eut of the othér end of the wdgoén, p
- . )
IR (Hlles. Hlstory-of Educacfon in St. Geqree, k\\

- T 1923, Msg in L D.S. Church Historical Depart—
{ (;'~ -ment Ardffives,' p. 1, 2) .

Ry
The flrsﬁ permanent bulldlng erected in many Utah communi- .

‘ties was the Hormon Ward’%ouse or chapel. ?this bul’ding was

-

used as a dﬁu*chton Sundays It was used ‘as a school an wWeek

days. It was arso used fof?soclal gatherlngs dances lyceuns
and every other public fuqetlcn. Ofcep the same building was®

»

The early school buildings of Utah wereﬁliterally_
community buildings. During the week days L
these. wert used for educational purpcses but

0 - - e

r




frequent .evening ga“ﬁerings were Held.in
these structures._The 3ettlers nevegy

; lost sight of the importance of their social
) life, and within the school building, dances

. and all other forms of group recreation .
and amusements were held.

The school 1ike-"v !

F'd

, -
their utopia.

utter consternation of the few Non-Mormons in the ter;ﬁtory).

barren country. o . : - .
°r

wise was the center for all non-rellglous v P
meetings. If a new road were to be con- .

structed, an irrigation canal altered, or -
even a qulltlng bee held for the benefit of LT /)
some newcomer, the schoolhouse was the . '
"locus of’.such activityr - Y
(Moffitt. -The History of Public Eaucat10p in -
Utah, p..260-261.)

t

That this one building which servedas church,

-

was s6 essential to the life of the entire community was in

school, ezec.

part due to qhe_fact that the pioneers were ‘poor -and unable to o

afford separate buildings for- each of the separate functions whi¥h

. . .
this buiiding-seryed. It was perhaps-~due in part alsg to the

-
Wt . ' . . :
characteristic lack of separation between church and state. in

. They envisiomed a theocratic govermment im
. i . . 4
As 1on& as Brigham Young was Governor, they were

Mormon chought.

-

able to bring their ideal incto practice in large measure (to the .

And the impbqtance of the ward school buildings was in part due

to the strategy which Brigham Young -adepted for colonizing the
¢ .

Shortly after estabL@BHing the first settlement at Great , . -

- . < ) -
Salt Lake City Young semnt exploring parties to various™parts of

the térrltory searching for favorable sites for addltlonal , .
settlaﬁ!’%s The gro?jfahlch arrived in 1847 was only the first "

of-a stream of Mormons Wthh contlnued to .migrate to Ucah' (In®.

- b

one could say that this ummlgratlon of Mormons to the
3

headquarters of th81$ Zlon in Utah has nevetr ended, -though ic is

~

L e

fact,

St 4
' *




._< . -net:I"ods of colonization used by the Tlormons and t:nose used" by the

~

. LA ‘ . - . .
< . » - . ' .
no longer Church .policy to é&ncourage it.) . e -

Most of t:he colonlzmg was accomplrshed between. 1847 and -

¥
&=

1870 Durlng this pera.odsome samllles were "called sevéral

times ‘to pack all of their belongings into wagons once more apfd
- . . 4 . o

t:rayel to a new area to begin another new communil;y. It is -

A
perhT.ps L.nderstandaole t:hen ‘that #.hey d:.d not bu:.ld sévaral-

- f®

-~ ) ’
bublic buildi ngs when one wou}:d sufflee since 'nany o them would,

“"

4
1

be called to move on t:he rext set:t:leﬂent berore they gould @ S

ta - . 'ﬂ ’

s . -

emoy che fruits of their‘ labors.’

This stracegy was, for t:he most part ‘ very efucceseful 'J.n .
p sp:.t'e of t:he hardsh:.p' suffered by some Lnd*vz.duals- The “or-nons
‘we*e aole to b;come almost totally se],f sufa:*c:fem: as a result

-

. their laboer. . Colonies in the sourh produced cotton, silk, and '
. . - 3

’bof' )

grap‘es. Other éolonies_ producéd tanned’ hides, fﬁrni—ture brodms, . .

lumber and.coal. The re.sful‘t was an
) . ~
) Arrington has termed the "Great Basi

-

Baém \r'lgdorrv Llnsoin University of ebraska\‘f_’res ,c£938.) -,

economicsys tems wh.,ph‘- Leonevd

K:.ngdom- (Arr r1g,t:cm G'rea..-,

. N . . -
A number of wr].!:ers have noted the similariciés be een the

" =

- - . ‘ -
Pllg'vlm founders of the New Englami dolonies. Bot:h groups had .

11tt1e regarct for the sepajtlon between churctﬁand. stade. Both

groups gar,hered themselves™inty v:.llage.s aurrounded by“che flelds .
' r

4

and flocks wh].cn they f:.lled and t:ended, Bot:h groups placed
1
great emphasis upon:the importance of educatlon an}d especz.a? ly

.~

of moral education. Such s:.m:.lar:.tles are Drobably not‘acc:.-

- -

dental because many of the Momon colon;.)sr.s ].’..".Clud_.lng Brlgnam T
§'0uné came from New Englan8 stock. . o .

b .
Many writers have recorded stories which show che’muﬁfiole —

-

, . > . . . . .
: ‘ 12
il - ~ B T .
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“uses of the ward school buildings. . LLella»Adams'Daltoh deecribed

- b

‘the dancing in the ploneer VLllage of Parowan (Manuscrlpt in L.D.S

\ [
»

i

Church Hlstovfcal Archlves) Clearly for ber, danCan ‘Was more -

or their favorltelgroup,actLVLtles There is a traditional

r

belief among Mormons— that the pioneers Eenged in order to:free

-

their minds from their hardships and miseries

T

The;ﬁchools were also used for adult educatlon actlv tias

Y '

-such-as lygeums and debateSa The skill of an orator was prtzed
highly among these people The ablility to spéak well in publrc'

was and lmportant sklll for Wbrmon misstonaries. Thus .debates

-

and oratory were cultlvaﬁed not only for en1oyment but alao as »,

a, mearis to'develop effoctlbe mlSSLOH&rLBS for thé Chtrch

r‘-

uniquely Mormon ‘adult educatlon movement 1nv01ved the. “

~

eSCapllshment of a School of‘the Prophets Lp»several communltlcs

l'

_ The Schools of the Prophets were o;ganlzed to develop mLSSLOnarles jif

and leaders for the Church. Sometlmes however, they took o
mundane posture sznujlar to that of a Chamber of Commerce. (Bethers

A Hlstorf of Sohools tn Iron County. 1851 1910 The Author, 1972,

L

| 2.27.) Menbershlp in Schools of the Proohecs was 1Ln1ted to maleé -

s 5
priesthood bearers in’ good standing with the_churoh. New members

»
L}

were admitted by LnVLtation only.

L}

Some Utah CLCles wefe lnoorporaged by the Leglslature as early

{
as 1851 The right to establlsh regulate and support coﬁ"hﬂa;y
schools was delegated ta these citles in the1r eharters In 1860

and agaln in’ 1865 school 1aws were péssed by the 1eg;slature

I
L]
L}

N - .
b L o ~ - L]

lmpértant than the educatlonal actLVLtles which took place in b .
\ \\the same bulldlng. . She menfions the school only brleEQy lh i
ber description of 'Ploneer Llfe in Parowan ﬁanéinc was one

LN

-

]
e
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-, - .
. - . 'f.

cfeating the office of countv superintqugnt of schools giving

L]
local courts the f}gi; to establlsh dnd regulate school dlstrlcts

and prov1d1nc for some publlc support for educatlon ‘as approved
L n 1}

by the looal court. (Wofflt HlSEOfY\Df Education in Utah, p.
104-116.) Cs. o |

These developments led'ro the establlshmenc of local school
‘dis_rlcos in Utah followed by the bl..].ld:.nor of many schools As

sach sattlement had ,grown past the colonLZaglon stace of 'its

-

development ocher buildings had been added to perform some of the

-

functions'of‘theﬂfirst‘ward school‘buildings Many of'%hese ward

schools continued to functipn. . Some of thelr bulldlngs were simply

\hoonated to tne school dligrlct Others remained under the control

of the local Mormon branch or ward when a new school was bLllt

- \

Fyidently socme communltles disagteed -about the proper ownership

¥ -

of Ehe.bnildings and law suits followed._ The -town of Woodruff,

Jcah, in Rich County was one ‘where such a disagreement took

rlace.

This new bulldlng, erected durlng the summer -
of 1884, was built by the combined labor and
1ndustry.of'all the settlement"s. population.
The community needed a larger building in
which to hold church, a larger building for
schbol, and a larger bulldlno to accommodate
public dances and other entertainment; sponsored
by and for the people who had made homes in
. ° « . the village. As a result ofg this need, the

entire community worked tegether until the

building was finished and ready for use." For

a few 9ears all went very well with this ‘

community arrangement. Then the proolem of

the actual ownership of the building arose.
- The school trustees were of the opinion

that the building was a school house, and ’
G that its jurisdiction and mandgement belonged

' to them. The church officials were of the

belief that the building was a church building,
and had only been loaned to the school
trustees for school purposes.= Jen8on ‘gives
" 'us this account of the entire problem:

d - 14

o




’ retalned their roles as community centexs. As'the oopulatlon

. . ~ e T s . . ]
"bee which wasa competition between two s¢hopls. The town turned

1 . ' . R . . l .
' 12\

Y-S "new meeting house was bullt in 1884, the
Voo ,old log dwelling no longer answering the
' purpose. It was built-50.x 27 feet, and
had some later additions. This building e
has had quite a history. As the #ints
permitted the housé to be used for school
purposes certain parties raised.the question
.of legal ownership; and™shrough the perfidity
of some parties, who testified in court,
Judge Henderson,_of the Figst District Court
of Cgden, Utah, rendered aldecision on
November 87 1890, which gave the house into
the hands of the school trustees; of whom one
. was ‘2 Latter Day Saint, the other a genuine
. . liberal, and the other-a "Mormon liberal."” f‘\
The ward engaged lawyers -to attend to the
case and spent considerable money in de-
fending the property, but the lawyers neglected
. .to appeal the case in.«ime, and thus the
> hHoust was lost to the saints.'' (Passey.
’ Historical Study of Public Education in Rich
County, Utah., Thesls; Univeersity of Utah, 1951.-
Andrew Jenson's remarks are quoted from .
his Chronologlcal Hlstory of the Woodruff Stake.)

Even after the ward school phase of school development schools
~
grev new schools were constructed Wthh had fac111t1es for
theatrical productions and ogher community activities. Roxie N Rlch

reportd that "In the evenings the schoolhouse was used for debates,

spellinglbeeé] and town meetinés (Rich. The History and People'f"

of Early Sandy.) A. Karl Larson relates the story of a spelling

‘ ~
out to witness the event and the postmaster read the words to

be Spelled

George F. Whitehead says the hlghllght ] Y
~ of his® schdoldays. under Mrs. Heywood - -
was the fime when he spelled down not .
only the pupils of Mrs. Heywpod's school - i
but those of John E. Pace also. The ' e .
postmaster, William H. Crawford, was .

called in to give out the words. He- " .8
callad out the word each student was to )

try until ‘everyone had been spelled ~ .o
down but young George Whitehead. Then . e .
the -postmaster gave him the word “gross : \a//’)
and ‘George misspelled it. "I had spelled" >

. PR &
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- i .._p ) ' . '_,‘
o , correctly a lot of really hard words,' he .
. ‘ said, "and I was.greatly disappolnted to ~

miss such a small word. Brother Crawford
pronounced it with a short O instead 4f
. the long O sound, and I guess that is . >
what trippéd me. 1 was‘used to hearing it
Lo called grdss." (Larson. Thée Red Hills of
, Novembexr, pp. 260-262.) ;

¥ "

-t

) " Entertainment in thése communities was homespun, as was

everything else. Thus, the entertainment provided by school
, . . '
activities was an important part of the life of the people.

. The teaching methdds emphasized memorization. The sctudents

R ) . . .
became adept at memorizing poems and readings which were recited

L

‘on public occasions.. It was not surprising that these people
K . N .o - ¢
grew'to appreciate music, poetry 'and storytelling, for these :

» . .

things were among ‘the most easlly acquired forms of entertalnment

In llcbt of thlS the notion that these people were cncultured

L
.

and backward as.a result of their geographical isolatlon must,

be balanced w*th an appreciation of the cons1derable cultural

- +

resources were, in large part, products of the schools.) ¢

+

-
.

4 - £ ' !
.. ;&. Country Schools and the Americanization =~ -

of Ethnic Groups. C

4

* Americenization-is deflned as a. process of soclallzation
}t'\. -
oL attempting to inculcate among 1mmlgrant ethnlc people an .
r ‘

underssanding of Amerlcan‘customs,*tradltlons, walues, and laws.
. ‘ Ll v

During the Nineteenth Century waves of thousands of immigrants
3' ' poured}into the Qﬂized‘States.ﬁ Many of them.came from Southern
Europe in contrast to the earliest colonizers of the United
States who wer'e predominantly from Northern uuropean countries,
especlally‘England. Also, many of the immigrants were from
|'E - . ) f . K

China and Japan. - The ethnig, religious and racial differences

a

1 - o




‘be the Amerlcan archetype

s L ? t. : - ’ . 1'{‘

of these people from Southern Europe and the Orient created fjﬁlings
of,uneasg and .mistrust among people who were perhaps only secdnd
or third generation Americans themselves, but who considered their

oWn characteristics of ethnic background, religion and race to ,

L 4
The problam of Americanization took on a,rather different
slant in the Utah Terrlpory than it did inp_gther. par?s o* the U.S.

Not only were many of the Utah immigrants foreign- -born minorltles

-

‘but the majority of these lmmlorants were also Mormons. Tbe

*

confroncation between the MOrmons and the rest of American culture,

t
-

especially with regard to. Mormon pfactidés involving polygamy and

_theocracy, for instance, led to defining the Hormons—as an'Un- .

--American group Gustlve Q. Larson :discusses the broad political

and soc:.al ram].fli:atlons of thig problem in his book The

Amerlcanlzatlon of Utah for Statehood (San Marino, Callfornia:

"untlngton lerary. 1971) . 1 v ' - N

The most perwasive sociallzing lnrluance in the terrluorj' -
was not the school but the L.D.S. Church. = The majorlty of the -
foreigners ‘who ‘came to the area werg drawn by a desire to join.
WLth‘ﬁheir c&-reiigionists{ Far exémple,LWilliaﬁ Mulder has

told of the immigration of thousands of Scandinavian Saints -

to Utah in his book Homewafd.tq Zion (Minneapolis: Universify

)
of Minnesota Press, 1937.) Often these people settled in

commun;tieéighere they, could maintain their flative language and )
, . .
¥ . h at¥ ’ ) ) ) !
customs 'to a lgrge extent.: Their ethnic identities were preserved

T

to such a'degree that friendly competition was sometimes gererated
between the groups. They were'certainiy.not required to give up.
: 1 :

their ethnic heritage in order to becofie Mormons. .

* ’

I o ‘17"( | -
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In these communitles it waS‘far more‘inportant soc1a11yfto

*, ]

. 3
be a %ormon than to be’an Amerlcan‘ Because the local governments

F

‘i#ere controlled by Mbrmons, nonJMormons often complalned bitterly
and with gon31derab1e justiflcacuﬂathat 1mm1granta who had never
been natural:\.zed were a‘ri:.\.ng a1‘1 of. the benefits of c:.tzzenshlo, -

1nc1ud1ng voting.* The MgoYmon schools promoted the;r rellglon

»

openly by usxng The Book of Wormon .and other church books as -

textbooks, ang by establlshlng classes in %ormon theology

I3

01aé§es fn &merlcan histOry pOllthS and _goveérnment which ﬁi&ht

-

be e*cpe;oted to mold young people mto "crood Amer:.can o:\.t'.\.zen%f,fi

»

weré regarded as 1ess 1mportant than rellglous studies because

only by aﬁoeptzng Mormonlsm would a person gain salvasion and

* !J
L

eternal life. S T ) ' ,

[ N

Federa} troops were statloned in Utah beginning in .1857
follow1ng the Utah War.’ However the.presence of the: troops dld

not stop the\practice of ‘plural marriage nor, dld it brlng about
Fonliine PO

Imore than a token of obedience to the federallv appolnted . ~

[} ¥ id

goverhore and.Judges who attempted to rule the terrltory Still,‘

-

the %ormon peoplé and éhelr leaders protestad many tlmes that

4
they wene good.Americans. T ey often poxnted witch erde to the
: L ’
contributions of ;Pé Mormon Battalion in its patriotic service to

-

the United Staﬁe; government during the War with Mexico. But
they were regayded. by the majority of-ghe icans as.an Un-

American-grof_.' ' . ' \ el
‘ Duriog/the 1870'5 a 1oosel§'defined glan to Ameridanize the -

ﬁormons through educatlon took shape. Denominational. schools

were rounded by the Episcopalians, Methodiscs, Presbyteriané, adq

Congregationalists for the purposes of "Christianizing” and
Amgricanizing the Mdrmons. .Catholic schools were also fpunded

18

L




. ’ e R T
at Ehis tite buc it appears that their mission was ‘ﬂredced
. to ‘the needs of eheir4own.adherents rather than to jgavercing the
Mormons. That this was so is shown by the fact thateCatholrc
schools vere fdundad in communicies\which had- populations of
Ca“holic children.. 'The Procestanc schools, on the other hand

! 's.

were founded in towns throughout the territory” regardless of
the numbers of protestant childreén. Fyrthermore agreements were
. sometimes worked out among the Proteg?%ht church groups so that
cQMpeCLng schools and churches of other Procestant groups were
noc eéiablished in the same locality.
_The first Protestant school established in the territorv
" was founded by the Episcopalians 'in Salt Lake City in 1867.
The Reverend Daniel Tuttle and the Reverend G. d B. Miller began
their- school in an adobe building on West S&cond South Screec.
Shortly iacer the school was moved to che Liberal Institute
§ which housed a number of non-Mormon enterprises. This school
- ‘lourished for -a while b;e Lt apparenfly ceased existence by, ¢
abogc 1874 when che Reverend Miller establisheéd che St. Mark $
‘ot . ‘Grammar School R | . '_ , N .
The St. Mark' s School catered especially to bOys Thus
it was natural\chat 2 school for girls should\be commenccd; The,

girls s school was Peld in the basement of St ﬂark 3 churcn

b@ginning-in 1881. ‘The sdhool was founded in memory of Benjamin
. . . . O

Rowland -and.%as: known as the Rowland Hall School. }'I'his school -

has‘flourished,continubusly to the p¥esent day. (Hafold Cro?f

"The Denoﬁinational Schools of'U h'" Utah Educational Rev1ew

v. p 106 See also Mary R Clark's "Rowland Hall-St. Mark s

M3

Q . ‘ﬁlstorlcal Qparterly vol 48, no. 3).
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The Methodists established a large number'of schoo}s in the.

territofy. Bane holds that rhese schools:failed.toéget'a solid

foothold however, due to constdnt overexpanSLon (Bane' The

i
‘DeveIooment of Educatlon in Yrah 1870 to 1896 Ph D. Dlssertatlon

Stanford University, '1940.) : . . ; ' LT

AL

The thlrty three schools establlsned by theqPresoyterlans :

were remarkably successful D.H. Chrlstensen ‘recalled his own
)

education in a Presbyterlan school .in Wantl . 0 ~

It was my Derllege to enter :he mission school .

in Manti, my naclve town, on the day it.was ¢
opened. During my ‘continued residence there
for five or six years, I attended with.utmost
regulayity. It was at this school, more than
thirty-five years ago, that I first met Dr.
‘Martin. AC this home I'was a frequent visitor,
and my feeling of gratitude to him;and to the
splendld teachers he proVLded has ever fou
conscious expression in my. humble efforts—to
move towards the ideal.of service to,mankind,
which was in ‘those early yéirs firmly fixed in
my youthful mind. I cagnot repay them, but I

have’ a feeling of - satisfaction in publlcly ) . .
: -expressing my gratitude. :
: : (Christensen.® "Mission Schools in Utah" Utah
i Educational Review, vol. ,1913, p 13. °

The rlrst Eresbytenlan schools were founded ln 18?5 in Mount

ﬁleasant and iﬂ Salt Lake Clty Though thlrty one schools

T

were fbunded by the the Presbyferians thﬁSe tﬁo schools axe the only )
‘ LwWo whleh surVLve today The schoo},at Mount Pleasanﬁ is the

' Wasatch Academy ‘.Ehe school in Saﬂ“ kake Clty has evolved lnto .

L]

what is today known as Westminster College

The accompllshmehns q%fghe PrOtestant mission schools were

P

Con;aderable. During ﬂHe peéhod of colaplzation ﬁxom 1847 ro 1869

the lmportance of schjfling was secondary to an- overrldlng nedd

to surVLve in spite of ‘the utopian z%é%\of the ploneers ?Qe

/ land wag harsh in she lsolated.mountaln valleys; the people were




surrounded by the presence ot federa1 troops and the sometlmes ’ i
- ]

_hostlle Indlans. It is nD wonder then, thatc the majority of the
‘ %

: A
abbe-bodled cltlzens of all sges of the communlty were- oceuple ‘

p wxﬁh plantlng and harvesting. their CTOPS and tendlng their
- - —— .
' animals. Scnool attendance was nbt required and many ‘chose nof

-, . . 'to ettend. Typically, those who d1d attend school only spent three

L4
or four months a year 1n the classroom. and .often less. Anyone .

: who could read; write and c1p€er might ‘be recruited to be a ¥ ;f.

teacher. The mission schools raised thése educatlonal.s&andards(

3 i + "

.in almost eVery respect. ’ —

Meny of the teachers employeed in the Protestant schools S
had been trained as teethérs in;:the normal schools and colleges

in xhe East. dthers'were ministers who were trained in sthe-

Protes;ant‘Seminaries.‘ As a group, they became an important
o : . Al

force for improving the quality of.teaching in the terrifory.

-+

. Christensen assessed the eflucational contpﬁbutipns'of the misgilon -
Ed ' * /‘. * . 4.-.:‘ . .
‘ . school. . - . . ‘ )
- < . + ¢ I a . i “ "
BT ' With this scnool came the enrjchment of the ™ //
- . ' curriculum. Muysic and art soonr became daily - ; .
. : : . exercises,. nature study was introduced into - .-

e

: the primary grades, - and the study of/Lat
- . -of algebra and geometryjpy .pupils if sev

and eighth grades under trained teachers ©
.4 the first qrder, was by no means ungommon.
1 The standard had peen gsett, the transition .
}? . was mi;ier way. lic sentiment Mas crystal-
i . . " .lizing. ™ If the public school was to hold .
8 .7 .t the place given it by time-honored traditiom, .
8 ' new fields must be.entered, new problems musct ° '
_ - be-'solved. Two meeds had been demonstratsgd, *
i the, piroof was not lacking. If che public .
-t school was to compece with ‘the mission school »
it must have. an enriched’cqurse of study and :-
. - professionally -trained teaéhers. Both ehanges

E { _came quickly and effectively. . '
. - .+ . (Christensen. "Mission Schools in Utah” Etah .
- Educational Revieéw, vol. . 1915, p." 13.7 ., -
% ' T
o *




- " - s -‘ . [} _; , ¢ ] &
-Finally%he ackriowledged the conttibution of the Protestant teachers.

-

> A, sense of justice and fairness, and a feeling
. . of gratitude .impel me to make acknowledgment _

¢ ° . -of the efficient and devoted service of that A \-#;)
o splendid body of men and women that constitu- )

. e ted the,teachlng force.  They ndt only gave . : -
! the inspiration of ex le, and inspiration | oy '
.o, which has in my opinid® moved ovur public
‘ ) schools forward at ledst a decade, but they . T
- performed a worthy *part ip producln% . .

geteration of men and women that re lect o

: .thELE native state.
- . (Christensen, “ﬁlsslon Schools in Utah” Utah S

. Educatiohal Review, ~ vol. L1915, p. 140y Y

. . - . —
. * - ]

.“

‘The-success of the m{ssion schools created a lively cpntroversy
in the territory. ’Briéhan Young wgs accused’ of ”huilding a

\ ) - . ‘a T
Ishll of ignorance around the people" '(William 3. Godbe letter

° * * . - v : -
to H, H. Bancroft. - Manuscript‘in Bancroft Library, University
of Callfornla at Berkefey) The controversy raged in the news-

papers over whather or not Presldent *ounb supported the cause .

- of educatron The Mormons,defended theix leader c1t1ng h*s_ 4‘

many ethrtatlons to the péopie ‘on th%t subJect (see’ Ploneer

Thougﬁts on Educatlon gdlted by Ruth- M: Jones) The hlstorzcal ' <::

record clearly does shpw that Brﬁgham oung\and the Mormon

people werg cOncerned w1th edﬁcatrpn from the begznnrng of the'

- i re / .

settlement of the térritory However.qthe progress of educationalgs

activxties was modest~during the early perlod for reasons

prevxously d1scussed In the end the shock of this.. d1spute ‘

brought about many reforms 1n Utah educatlon' ' S -

_Before long Protestent teachers were in demand in the wagd .
‘}

schools ‘and in the‘Mbrﬂon dominated District schools «This- fact

- made the Horwon leaders uneasy They d1d not want che Protestants

- '

to lure thelr children awayafrom the Mormon fold. rlgham foung

chastized the Blshops\}ho hlred Protestant teachers in schoéls _k.

" L} -
i - a - ok ' 'y . . * * . = -
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- . . L} .' - . L)
ey v i, -4 . . P . 4 =




20

whlch werd under theixr superV1510n
' Teachers We have them Wlthln our reach for
. we haye as ‘go0d teachers as can be .found .on
the face of the earth, if -our Blshops would .
but employ and pay. them ‘but they will not’ _ .
ce o .. Let 'a miserable little, smodth-faced, beard-
‘ less, "good ‘for pothing Gentilg come. along,
without regard %gr either truth or honesty °
and they will pay him when they ‘will not paf' ]
a Latter-day Saint. o .
(Andrew Love Neff, History of Utaht4 Salt Lake
Cigy, Deseret. Vews Preﬁf 4940, p. 50 )

‘Other Wbrmon 1eaders were equally EXpllClt 1n their dlsllke or
ﬂon-Mo*mon teachers. "I would sooner my ch«ldren should go :
without® any scholastlc educatlon than that they should be

Sald George Teasdale (Journal of Dlscourses

educ ted by an enemy,

" 24 324) John Taylor sa1d simply, 'Teachers should be good- .
g ' Latter day Saintsq (Journal of Discourses 19: 248 249).

The competltlon for the minds and sébuls of the Mormen youth

——

is GiVLdly recalled'in the folloWLng 1nterv1ew with Dora Page

. wbo attended the PreBbyterlan SChool in Cedar C;ty . " l!i"

R " Questiom: what do- you remember about tha
. ' _Presbvterian School? %\‘~_x

. Answer: 'Well, 1 was a small child when I (_
went there. ( My first 3 or 4 years, I don't )
know which. d it was a very good school |
at that time -=<_they told us it wasabetter }

school than ghe public school, and.it was
so close to™our home. My £father. and broth-
. ers used fo.hdul woed to keep the, place
¢ warm in the winter time and pay off some
of the-expenses, I guess, and so my fwo °
brothers older than me, went there. They
had just a lovely school What I remember,
» we all met in-this big room when we got
there.. Qur teachers were Mrs. McMontigam,
Mrs. Kurtis, Mrs. Stooks and Mr. Stooks.
And we would take the Bible and it would

b C go up and down each row and we-had to read
tr“wﬂgr ’ -"one little verse each morning before we -
oy - ’ started our school, and then we went into

the smaller room and theé oldex ones stayed
. there., We had some very good teachers.
SR : ~HHXL,_ They used to give us lots of .nice little

‘/r ' parties and things and I loved it. 1t was
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e . here." That was the only answer.I ever, cot:

- - " . Miss Eliza Hartford who was assigned to teéch in the
Y. _ Presbyterian school in Cedatr City told of.her experiénces in a

. T lefter to Rev. D.J. McMillan."

? . . * ' ‘2]. . 1
w1th1n four blocks of my home And T do °
remember gne thing especially -- they had.
.a stereroom right @ff from our schoel room,
and we.children used to play in theme dur- ° .
. . ing récesses and bad weather, and they . . ' Lo
N always had some big wooden barrels there
’ and at Christmas time they would send some ' w °
great big barrels.there and they always
.« were labeled, '"Presbyterian Schoél, Parowan,
Utah, for the Heathens" and that kinda'
tr wotried me a little bit. I didn't know
hat it was, so I took my pencil and paper
Gzﬁth me one day and I copied down "heathens"
d when I got home, I sgid to my father,
"What do they mean, ''Presbyterian, School
" f6r the Heathens?" And he- just laughed and
.said, "Well, I thaink, Dodi, ‘they meant that
it was for people who lived way out west

/ , until I grew older and knew that. that yasn't

e fvery much of a complimerit for us. But I

- ! loved this school, and there was 'so many

' from Parowan that<went, oh--I.don't think )
I can remember all of them--there was the ~

L Brown boys, and the Lowe boys, and glrls .

- bath, and Page--Gramma and 'Grandpa Pages's .

_ ys, and girls,~and the Mitchell boys, .

.o : d oh--there was an awful lot thdt went-

there. We enjoyed it very much.

Question: Do you remember the years you .: :
. attended? '~ - .o

Answer:. Well, I was born 1n 82 - in 1882
and so it must have been-in 2,8 or 9, . T
wouidn't it be?. For me to be 6, .7 and 8. -
Yea. 1It's 6, 7 and ‘8, I think’ ‘the time I ~

¢ . . went. Because when I left there and weat, '

: . the way I remember, I went owver to the publlc .
school and the fdrst place I went to school y .o
there was in the basement of the old rock . « -

-church And- that seemed such a dismal réom v
to the side of the pleasant room with the - '
upstair windows and: little curtains_on it,
and everything and benches all -of of our own X ]

"and I just didn't like it as well as I'did . _ ‘o
that school there.-I got a nickname from
‘'going to the Presbyterian Sghool. So many .

L4

s of the people down in the town would go : -

. » along the street and they'd yell "Hello little " 5
. Prestin." 1I-didn't appreciate it.as I grew

‘ older. ’ ‘ . '

L
L]
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. ", EE Cedar City, Utah .
Eal _ . November 23rd, 1881

‘ Rev. D.J. McMillan
v Dear Sir: .
. . \‘l . »
You perhaps are anxiou® to hear what we are
doing at Cedar. The Saln;s positively refysed '
to rent or sell to M= Cort and as it seemeds =~ = . e
that Mr. Wood did not want to loose me, I per- L
¢ . suaded Mrs. Urie, second wife of John Urle, ~ 7
’ to board'me; but had to promise,not to teaeh
‘or preach iwlmy room. The next day PreSLdenc
. v Taylor and:three other great men cama to the
City. “Mrs. Urle invited me to go and hear -
them preach: I weat and never felt so fright- s :
. . ened in iy 1life.. I was almost persuaded that :
I was the 0ld Dev;l himself. Such a triade - .
- against sectarian -teachers ‘and preachers., No v
. ’ good preacher .could have been -so garnest in
: warning his hearers against the’ &s of Satan
-as they were in uxging the people to beware of,
Presbyterian teachers and preachers. I wonder- -
ed if I would be allowed to get away ‘alive.

~ Next #Orning the good people of the place’ )
N : began to bestir themselves and I believe.they’ .
> . must .have visited gvery'family in the place.

« - . Thirking it was uséless to canvass the town for
. pupils I ‘felt very much discouraged.  If ~ |
’ there 'were- any, who dared to send tlleir ¥ |
- . children, there was no place in which to teach.
I had promised not to téach in my room. " Mr,
McGowan wrote telling me to be patient, that
. .+ this 'kind of work was always §ﬂow/ Mr: Leyson, . =
oo, , the young man wha boards a& Mr. Wood's, told
. me that if I had a room. he believed M. Wood
\ - " wollld send‘me his two oldest daughters and. some .
T . of their friends and he:advised me to be very
- careful at first and not.teach them Presbyterian’
- . doctrine. I told him I would not think of e
teaching any kind of doccrine in day school.
Mr. Leyson thinks if we had a building here
. that we could have quite a‘fchool after the

; people get to know me. - .
. . Se Now if there is anything wrong lﬁ’ what I have
X : Qbeen'dOLng or not doing please let me know for
S I feel that Il-.am making very. slow progres /‘,~
. And, can you “tell me hWow to -report to the -
Board when I have been domng nothlng '
- - Yours truly, *
¢ - . * — E}lza Hartford N

Th

(Bethers: A Hiscagy of Schools in Iron Councy 1851
to 19740,. 1972 P. 288-289 ) ,
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The majoritj‘of-the mission schools <losed durihg the-i896's;
Since the Latter day Salnts fo*nally renouneed polygamy" in the ‘
famous Manifesto from President Wllf'ord Woodrufr in 18’% and t%

territory became a state.in 1896, the rlnanclal backers of the - '~.-
4 mission snteols must have felt that their obJectlve or Amerlcan-; S A

" i%2ing the Mormons had been accompllshed. The objectlve of con-.

- 1

verting Horhon youth to Protestantism had not been acnievedL .t

- - .

however. A commlttee which _ studled the “ethodlst schools lﬂ 1893 ;- ]
5 - l

reoo:ted that "So far as- converting the Mormons is concerned the’

money. has been largely wasted. 1€ 200 real %qrmons have been ‘ é{ :

-

E]

5 ‘ : . * s . )
changed into’ real evangelical Christians during the time, we have ..
4 .

) ' h . . El
peen unable to discover them." (Arriagton. "The Latter-day.
Saints and Public Education” Seuthwesterﬂ Journal of Social T
L ’ ’
Ecucation vii' ) Spring- Summer 1977) 13 ) T o

‘ L

Students .in Mapleton, Utah were not swayed frotq cheir bbrmon

beliefs, as lS illustrated by the follow1ng story.
NN A . . A\
‘ ' _ While the trustees were worrquc about-
e what to do with all the students, the T
"studenBs were dealing with thelr own T
problemss’ It seems that thé trustees .
. hired ‘one tedcher who was interested * . =
in Christian ggience and he tried to .-
explain’some of its ideas to the class
' . - The' one that particularly bothered- .
. the students was the idea thHat think-
ing would-change ahything. One day,
after tire studénts felt they- had
C listened ldng ‘enough, they decided to -
do something about it. A quick check® ,;%ﬁL\‘

-at 1g ch hour assured th%ﬁ that the ¢
teacher was not around. & Clme was '

right so the students sneaked into . R
the schoolroom.- .They turned every- ‘ N .
"thing around,” Lﬁcludlng the teacher's (..
desk and chair- They-wrote the follow- - Yer e
o ing.méssage on the blackboard: "Things L

. - : - ~
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“© " " they are!" No more was heard about q;v;‘

- - A - - ~

are not turned’ardund, you just think .
: : Christian.Science for 2 long time! - v
s (Harmer and Johnson. History of Mapleton, -
. _ Provo, Utah: 7Press PuEIIsE%ng, fta%,
n.d. ;. p.34.)- ‘& :

LY

If the Protestant mission schools failed in their efforcts i

-

to convert Mormon children to Protestantism and to Americanize

-

therm,. their influence was felt in the example of educational

excellence which they promoted. The threat: they supposedly posed

 in the Mormon soeiety was part of- the motivation for ioundino

a system of private Mormon schools called academies’ in, mos ¢

"of the larger cities and towhs. Most of these academies included

normal departments for the training of teachers so the Wormon
teachers could compete effectively wirh their Protestant counter-
parts. Finally,‘some talented young Mormons were encouraﬂed to
go to schoob in the East to acguire. learning which Would be. usej

to the community. These resulcs alone are perhaps sufficient to

+

“iustify the role of the mission SChQOld'ln ‘territorial Utah.~

T IIT. Reading, ﬁriﬁ;ng, fRithmetic and Recitation'l

< Teaching methods used in Utah schools underwent a trans-

T'formation.during the territorial Eeriod In Spite of attempts

to procure textbooks few were available in the early. schools._
L]

Bartholomew reports "that ”books weﬁg'at a premium “Ofgen

classes wete conducted with 28 few as tWO‘books for -the entire

class.™ (Bartholomew The History of Education.in Sanoete County,

Ucah, Thesis Unfversity of Utah, l948 , P.27. ) This situarion .
T ow .
improved gradually throughout the terr1torial period
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< . B
The limitatioms of untrained teachers were shown in the

teaching methods which were employed. This situdtion also

. > .
improved throughout the pegiod under study. At first the. ;

plan was that the University of Deseret. which was founded in "*
1850 would erepare teachers for the schools. But the University

was not funded by the legislature. For many years it existed in

€

. name only. Finally, beginning in 1875, normal schools were

founded at the University of Deseret and at the Mormon academies.

&

The utopian side of the Mormon culture was seen in the

creation of the Deseret Alphabet. Attempts were made to teath

thls new system of reading and wrx;;ng in Utah schools. These

-

attempts were successful in a few schools for a short time ,

-

while the pioneers were isolated form the larger American Society.’

As the }nfluence of American civilization bacame stronger within

. n .
the local; culture, the Deseret Alphabet won fewer and fewer

" adherents until it .failed altogether: GradualLy, the schools

of Utah shed the unlqueness of their frontler experlence and

became part of the mainstream of Amerlcan education.
»

. Before leading the Mormon pien&é¥e t6 Utah in 1847 Brigham
Young issued an epistle giving‘instructions to prepare them
for the journey ahead. - One of these instructions wa$ that

. 1c is'very de81rab1e that all Saints’ should
,- improve every ‘opportunity of securing at
e least a’ copy Qf every valuable treatise on
. education - elery Boqk map, chart, or
N diagram that may cortain interesting, useful,
and attractive matter, to gain the attention
N - .'of children, and cause them to love to learn
o to vead;.and also every histomical, mathe-
oo .matical; philosophical, 6eog§ap lcal astro-
W . nomjcal, scientifil, practical, and all -other
A variety of useful. and interesting writings,

. .

. -y
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maps, etc., to present to the General Church
recorder, when they shall arrive at their
destination, from which important and inter-
esting matter'may be gleaned to compile the

{ most valuable works, on every science and
: subject, for the benefit of the rising
- generation.

(Millennial Star, Vol. X, March 15, 18%8. p. 85)
Levi Edgar Young has staced that "It is safe to say that .
every family that came to Utah in 6he’ear1y days had céref .
fully stored‘away in their wagon a box of books of soméxhind.
The people had studious habits, due to their hlgh rellglous

idealism." (Young “"Utah's First Text Books", Utah Eddcational \

Review, Vol. IY, No 4, p. 9 )

£

Utah's flrSt School was opened by Mary Jasne Dilworth in e
an old military qént held up by poles like an Indian teepee.
. The sghoél began ‘in October 1547, two months after the

Pioneers' arrival in July of that year. Maria Nebeker described ™

the school.
I attended the-first school in Utah taught
-by my sister Mary Jane. The school was opened
just three weeks after our arrival in the
valley. I remember Mary Jane saying to us,
'Come,. children, come. We will begin now.
We entered the tent sat down on the logs in
a circle, and one of the brethren offered )
. rayer. There were nine of us that firsc day.
e learped one of the psalms of the Bible,
and sang songs. There Were no slates or ~
pencils, neither paper nor pens. The children' _
were taught to write, however for they used
charcoal and practlsed writing on the smQoth
faced logs. -Sometimes the ch 1dren<bro§§ht\
" colored. clay and mixing it with water, drew
. pictures of animals and Indians on the smooth
- surface of logs. It wasnot unusual‘'in those
~ days to dry the bark of the white mountain
‘birch and use it for writing material.
(Young. 'Utah.s First School', Utah Educat-
ional Review, Vol , Mo, , p.?.)
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Willism W. Riter who was also a student at this school gave
a eimilar report. 'We had spelling matches, and we d¢illed
incegs;ntly on the subject, taking oor lesson from the old
| “Blue-Back Speller”." ‘(Young. Ibid. p.7.)

The arrival of two tons of textbooks imported 1nto the

X

. territory by Wi lford Woodruff in 1350 was hailed by tne .
Deseres News. The titles of these books were not.listed.
The si%e of this shipment is evidence of both a. great need
for .school books among the settlef§ and their resolve to

" sarisfy it. (Deseret New, %ovemben 27, 1850)

’

— \ There were, however, persistent reports from outlying
settlements wthhashow that there was often a scarcity of
‘reading and writing materlals. Mlldred Mercer wrote that

There are some who wonder why no records
were kept of the struggle and heartbreak
of these early yedrs. These people were
s trying to exist in a hard: land that chdl-- ",
. R - .. lenged every hour. They fought Indians,
subdued the land, built houses and worried
~ \ ‘ about their children Just as much then- as
" now,: but merely obtaining materials to
record their words was next to impossible.
. - Books and paper were scarce and expensive
\ A and %¥he people could not afford such
‘luxuries. N
It was the exceptionally fortulate person who
owned a ledd penc¢il. Slates were made from
slate rock and slate pencils made from chalk
formations found in the nearby foothills.
~ ot (Daughters of Utah' Pioneers. History of
Tooele County, p. 156.)

.

Josephine J.. Miles described similar conditions in St.

B George.. . ’
In.the center of this willow schoel house ,
. L was a flat rock which suppdrted a post in -
’ the middle of the room. Thi3 rock was used
for a desk when the pupils wished to write,
: . . or rather when they had writing materials. -
' . Dezfie Fawcett, Dezzie Perkins, Emms and '

30 o ' \
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. _ S .
Martha Truman had been .to school in Salt
Lakg‘City'and d pen and Ank; and wersy .

refore, caonside aristocracs

- (ﬂiles History of Education in St. George.

. Ms. in L'D.5. Cnurcn_Historicsl Archives, p.l.)

Miles concludes that "Textbooks and school equipment were

_The lack™of school books was noced'by Bartholoméw who
reported thst the schools in Manti badly needed books.

The problem of books for the schools was

' always a serious one during the early days.
There was never sufficient supply for the
2entire class. Often students were obliged
todo their letters on the ground, on chips . ° ° .
of wood, or on slate rock from the hills. L
The following letter, published in’ the
Deseret News brings to light this . textbook
Proble (1852): :

. . Please inform me whether»you in G.S.L.

‘CltY have published a selection of school’
books or whether such a thing is contemplated,

. and when. We have a monitorial school : .
taught in Manti of upwards of 100 scholars{ - '
and 1 am glad to say that this principle,
with wise management, promises no only »
economy but ‘peneral satisfaction.\; The
principal obstacle which it has to)contend o
with in its infaney is that want a’
uniformity of books which 1 hope will, ere
long be removed. igrted Captain Dan Jones.

_ (Bartholomew. The H story of Education in

v Sanpete County, Utsgh, Thesis, University of

Utah, 1948, p. 13. Dan Jones' letter quoted
from Deseret News, Vol. 2:4, p. 32.) . S

A lack of regulerischool Qooks led man? schools to use —

the Bible and the Mormon scriptures as texts. Other methods

of teaching .included singing and ¢hanting as a group.
" Josephine Hlles describes her owm schox l experiences.

. , We, would be in at "Wsshi gton, Olympia"
. repeated twlce, and hanting across
-, the continént to "Ma gg, Augusta." We
s also learned the Great Lakes and the °
rivers. in the same mgnner. It was
customary too, to chant the multiplica-

ao
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R , tioﬁ tables, and we learned these things
very! thoroughly " This chanting was also
- 'ubeful in -helping to drown the other’
noise in the ‘room. -
(Miles. History of Education in St. Geor e,
Ms. in LD.T. %Hurcﬁ Ristorical Archives,.
“ . 3-6.) L
Simce many lessons were learned Q} memoriéaiohﬁ'it was
natura¥-for' the teachers to put somq‘lessoné\into'rhyme.
According to Richard Benson the followiﬂg r\ymé about - the
parts of speech was taught to students in the early schools
of Parowan. The teacher was the famous ‘apostle George A.
Smith who taught the first school in Parowan.

Three little words you often see are
-articles--A, an and thé. A noun is the
name of anything such as school:, garden,
Hoop or swing. Adjectives tell the kind :
of noun such as great, small, pretty, k
white or brown. Instead of nouns, the -
pronoun stdnds her head, his face, your
arm, my hand. Verbs tell of something to
v be done - to read, count, sing, Pfhgh
. jump, or run, How things' are done the
adverbs tell - quickly, slowly, {ll, or
well, <TConjuctions join’'the words toget-
her - as man; and woman, wind and weather.
The preposition stands before a noun, as =~ -
in or through a door. The interjection ° _
shows surprise - as Oh!l how pretty; and N '
Oh! how wise. The whole are called eight
parts -of.speech, which reading, writing, _
A speaking teach.
) ' (Bethers. A History of Sechools in Iron
R County 1851 - 1970 1972, p. 163-164.)

+ The early schoals emphasized the three R's. They had
; . few ffrills". Josephine Miles ‘describes the fate of her

v W artistic endeavors. .

"I 'was the’ proud possessor of the corner of _
j "an 6ld slate on which I was fond of drawing N
- : : ' pictured, a crime in those-days - by .Some : : ’

TR E L
-

%i, y -umkndwnprocess of reasoning, it was con-
[ sidered much more instructive to'sit and «
L., " gdze,on the bare desolate adobe walls, than ¢
B oee - " to have wreaths of smoke curling gloriously
i__-*: l . ‘ .
o '?'“@ TR oo *__¢j3;i‘;‘ Do o
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from our chimneys, so g%ere was always R S
some little spy calllng "Teacher, -

she's drawing pictures. j3 They had to
be promptly erased by the primitive. -
method which, no doubt, you all remem-
ber. Thus, perhaps many an artist was
nipped in the bud. * ,
(Miles. History of Education in §t.

" George, Ms, in LE.D.S. Church Historical
Krcﬁ%ves, P. 4.) L b

ﬁmily Miles Sleighd tells a scory’Bf he father ﬁho.ventured

beyond the three R's in his’ teaching His- lessong in human ana-

o

tomy were not appreciated by some members of the communlty ‘as

¥

the following story shows. _ B

-

,There had never been anythlng taught
Uin the school but the 3 R's. The
parents were so ignorant they thought
to be able to read and write and a
-lictle figuring was plenty. He took .V
his history book to school and the = | ’ o
older children were asked to read a '
chapter each day in turn before ti
whole school while father paced u
-and ‘down to keep order. .The last,
straw came with the Hyg;eng and pic-
tures. of the skeletons and parts of
the human body were dung on the wall
for the physiology class. There was .
quite a stir for several days. There
% - were a few who thought it was really.'

- vulgar to teach such a terrible sub-
jeet in a school room. The matter
a " was, finally taken before the heads of
- . thedehurch in Salt Lake and were told
M3 "7'g0 ahead and teach and learn all they

< 1 " . could because they were very much in .

’ : . need of Doctots or at least learn the '

care of the body. One man by the name

of Joe Lay was still very biccer about

ic so one morning he came to the school . |,

house and said if cthe trusctees would not

do anything about it hé\would and said,

y "*1 have come t& .tear down\those filchy
 pictures and burn: every Hygiene book in
. _ the place."” Father stafted down the
. isle and said, "Let’s talk this over.
tMaybe if ybu stayed for a lesson ox two

- y¢m would have a different-idea of the

subject.' But no, he was determined to
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carry out his threat. When he started
,for the charts Dad said, "Over my dead
"body," so he knocked the map down, -
dragged-him to the door and sdid to the
o 1 neaxest.pupil, "Where did we leave off2Y .
. _and went off as though nothing had hap-~ .o
o + - pened. Joe took his kid out of school ) g
for a few days: "Finally their mother )
marched them back and that was the 1asr |
of it till Halloween. “
_After Joe found out father was the best

A

. - man they wWere good.friends, at fleast
— .+ they would appear. Father very
strict ih thé school room./ Although he , ' ° .
made every lesson interestying he did ‘

demand attention and obediemce. -He was ot 1
.just one jump ahead of any situation E .
and never:let anything get out of hand: o -
. (Sleight. . ''Jolin Horne Miles - A Quick
' . Sketéh,”" Ms. in L.D.S. Church Historical -
Department Archives ) . B
~ .
Because the téhchers were untrained they had a tendency to

teach whatever they knew best by whatever means worked for them.
Aunt Emma Webb's acccunt of her schccllng shows that her teach->
ers had no set curriculum and no consistent methods of teaching.

I started :to school in 1869 to Brother
e . Homes.in the little 10% house back of
: the Court House. We all had pNmmers
and slates. We would line up and take.
our turn.reading and spelling. I was .
good in spelling and Logan was gdod in
' arithmetis. N
: The néext year I went “to. Ann Gunn “in her
[ S home about where the old Relief Hall is.
We read a little and had spalling, buc .
no’ arithmetic. We didn't do much study- : .
ing. She used to let us -put on plays
while, she did her work. We would bring
4 X clothes to dress up in from home.  We
E . / 'made up the shows’ Then she wcuId give
' T ‘ , ! us a.long recess. We used to make pLay i
PN ' .. houses byithe -0ld Fort Wall, we'd make 4N
5o ' holes in it and_make fires and cook pears’
NI . and all kinds ¢f vegétables. .We-used to
Py : have great times. /She taught gdrls and e
b, . . boys of all ages. '
N I went to Deanie Dalton in
) school house. She taught
. - read ng, writing, spelling, arithmetic,
and geography. She used to whip us if

st h,,. ‘3
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we didn't get our“spelllngv* As a° rule
she was kind"to us, but if we' d
. try. to get our lessons she got angry .
ST with us. She tused to stand-some of
. in* the corner with '&-#unde cap on theN
heads and their faces. to tﬁe all. I
sure liked Aunt .Deanie.
My next teacher was Clarisa Smlth .George
A. Smith's/daughter, in the basement of.
‘the Rock Church.
and she really taught us.a lot.
liked herd lot. .
My next teacher was John E, Dalley
concrete school house and in the {o
\ - - House,: I went to him two years
. grand teacher.
-1 used to go to Sarah Barkers writing schooil
. tat ight in Her home. She was a beautiful,
writer. The first rime "I ever went with a
" boy was going home from her school with’ He
Hyatt. é%t was my last year.of school.’
fime in“the 90's, it was—mecessary to replac
a: teacher in .the middle of_ the gchool year,
. whose discipllne had bdes_rather lax. Mable
' Clark was chosen to takeky
carry on, Her first appeamé
ig time/%o begin schoel. -Unde
shie carried her books and 1n\;

. We all

in the
g School
"He Was a’

lgng. As she wa lked majestlcal\a‘
isle, head high and shoulders eregt) she
pilaced her books om her desk and, Jj
gver to the corner, she dropped her\
grick with a resoundlng thud, Then turn-

. ing with her beautiful piercing black eyes;

she slowly looked down oneline and up the.
other.at her students, who by this- time, .
eaclt’and every one was 31tt1ng attentlvelY‘
in their seats.
May ‘'we say she never had to use the birch .
stick and'all would 'quiet down, L
(Bethers.. Histo

She 'was & grand teacher -

A
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* 1851 - 1970, . D.
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the Eng 1sh Language in the nineteenth century

meecing in the "Old Tabernacle" on Aprll 18

of ‘Schools in,Jron. Coun_y '

re were a ﬁumber of‘aetempts to. feform the spelling of . _~

+ The Deseret

1853

Ao

.

.

i
e

L




-

‘ N - . S &

Having listened to an address on eduoatlonal matters by Orson

N
Spenoer%(who was Chanca%}or of the Unlver51ty of Deseret) Pre&-

"ident Young arosé and began to sneak to the oongregatlon on the

N 4

oomplexltles of the Enéﬁlsh Language and eSpeclally«of its
¢ i ' '

- v . o

spelllng. , ty - .

When we scan it narrowly, we f£ind it to
. be fraught with imperfections and ri- .
i A diculous vagdries.... Brather Spencer Tt
+Has used language qul;e beyond our reach.
: - Well, I hdve the foundation and he can
- make. the building. . When he commences
. the buildfng, L have.dsked the Board of
' REgencg.tq cast out. frofktheir system -
of education, the- present orthography
>’ and written formfof our- language, thady
when oy children are taught the graphic
N sign for A, it may alwayS represent
—~. . #£hat individual séund only. But as'it
. now is, the-child is perplexed that the -
I SO sign A shd ‘have one sound in-mate, a
M - second sound in father, a thirnd sound in
gt N . fall, a fourth sound in mapn, and a fifch ¢
\ sound in man% and in other oomblnatlons .
\ soundings ferent from these, while in -
) # others, & is not sounded at all. I say \
! let it-have one sound all- the time. And. ‘\M
* - pfen P is lintroduced.into a word, léet'it '
“not be sxient as in Phtisic, or sound
» \ike F in iPh sic, and let two not be placed
‘/instead-of one in apple . If there'were. °*
. . one set of words to oonvey one set of :
' .. ideas,-it%ould put at’end to the ambiguity
- o which often,mystifles the ideas given in
n ) . the -languages now spoken. " Then when a great
man deléred a learned lecture upon any K
. sabject, we-could 'understand his words. '
st Py If 1 can speak gd that you can get my mea.n-
' ing, I care not $o much .what-words I ise.

to convey that meaning. “ .

finger,” or motion of the hand, will ex
every idea without utterance. 'When a man
is.full "of Yight 'of ‘eternity, then the eye
is not the- -only medium ‘through which he
. . . sees, his ‘ear ig not the .only!means by
r,_;/”ﬂﬁ\\ " which he understands... I shall yet see the
time that I'can oonverse withjthis people,
and not speak &o them, bug the expression, -
of my countenance will tell Ehe congregation

-1 long for the time that a polnting oféghe

-

et - -

TEh

e




what I wish to convey, w1th0ut open-

ing my mouth.

Journal of Discourses, I, p.‘69-?1,)
- v

"

.The Regents~of the University appointed a committee to carry

out President Young's wishes., Parley P. Pratt, Heber G. Kimball
and George D. Watt were the appointed committee. While all three

of these men were prominent in the Mormon society, Watt had a

spec1a1 qvallficatlon for the Joszi hand:'ﬁe was .dn €xpert in
b .

the Pitman system of shorthand Regents - announced the re-
sults of their 1a80rs on January 19, 1854.- Their alphabet con-
sisted-of thirty-eight characters, some of which resembled char-

acters in the Pitman shorthand. Plans were made by the Regents

to Have bboks printed and 73\E;;e the new alphabet taught in the!

schools in the territory. They listed 'some of the advantages .

which they expected from the new system .of spélling.

These ‘characters are much more simple
in their structure than the usual
alphabetical characters; Bvery super-
fluous mark supposable is wholly ex- -
cluded from them. The written and -~ ' '
- printed hand are substantially
merged into one.

We may derive 2 hint of the advan: ——

tage-to orthography from spelling the
» word "eight" which in the new alpha-+ . '

bet requires only two letters instead

of five,to spell it, viz "AT." There

will be.greatc saving of time and

paper by the use of the new characters,

and but a very spall part of the time

.and expense will be requisite in obtain- G
ing a knowledge of the languagé. The |, ’
orthography will be so abridged that an
‘ordinary writer cgn probably write one
“hundred words a minute with ease, and-
consequently repo*t the speech'of a .
common speaker witheut much dlfflculty.
ASs soon. as this alphabet can be set in
type, it.will probably be furnished to
* the schgols of. the territory for their
use and benefit, not, however, with a
vigw to immediately supercede the use
a e common alphabet which, though’

it oes not make the comers thereunto

coo 37
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- perfect, stil)l it is a vehicle that - |
. " has become venerable for age and much
, * hard service.
In the new alphabet every letter has
a fixed and unalterable sound. By ,this
method strangers cannot only acquire a. o
knowledge of our language much more
readily but a practiced reporter can
also report’a strange language when
spoken.....
(Deseret News, January l9 1854.) . ' Y

Thé” Regents went about publiclsing the Deseret Alphabet in
the' schools. Watt himself gave classes for adults wiqﬂing to,

N . learn the new alphabet. But ‘these efforts met with llttle suc-

L
]

7 cess. o . o ‘
The attempt th promote the use of the . |
. alphabet in the: schools did not meet -
" with much suctess. It could not be en- .
forced because there was no ‘tax-suppont- <
: ed school system. And the teachers in ¥ :
S the.private schools showed little in-. o LS

. When JwNes Remy viszteéasalt ‘Lake City
. er of 1855, a year and a -.
- half had Bassed since the official a-
. doption oﬁsthe alphabet. He wrote that, .
at that-time, 'nothing has been pub-
lished, as far as we kndw, with thease
singular types. We have known them used,
in private correspondence. and seen them .
on shop signs.'" He predicted that the -
Yinnovation would be “abandoned by its
own authors." He reproduced an engrav- )
o ing of "a facsimile of the Mormon alpha--
' bet, which we had executed at San Fran- '
eisco, in January, 1856, after some
Nl genulne specimens were brought from the
Salt Lake." This was, perhaps, the first
engraving of the alphabet to be made. - It
showed forty characters, each representing
a single sound.  Most of them appeared to
be of original design, but about half a
dozen cou%d have been copied from the

: B Greek and Arabic.
. . (Ivins} "The Deseret Alphabet " Utah

) , ‘ . Humanities Review, Vol. I, no. 3,  July,
S v n B v




Th& 1ack of books prlnteu £; the Deg%ret Alp et was sodon
'recognlzed as another major stumbling block in the efforts to
have 4t adopted in the schools. - Consequently, thj/ggfritorial
legislature was approached to fund textbooks. Th legislature
approprlated $2500 00 for this purpose. |

The efforts to get books.printed were put aside as a result
of the Utah War d‘h1856‘57- At- this tlme‘Fe&%kal Troops were
.sent tg Utah'tg put down a suppased rebellion by the Mormons
&ééinst the authority‘of the‘UnitquSta%es govefnmant.' HoéeverJ
thif mqu;er.was settled peacefully and educational matters re-”
' sumed there former.importance? The Desergt News procured t&pe
in the Deseret Alphabet font and began pgblis@ing-sélectioﬁs
from the Gospel of St Maﬁthew and ofhér’brief articles. Thdse -
a*tlcles were dlscontlnued.after,about a year due to lack of
interest in the projeck. ' . d S »

»  From 4860 to 1867.this lack of interesh in tng”Deseféfgilp

However Juanita Brooks tells us:

‘ﬁhﬁbet was acuLe.
In the larter year] possibly as a reflec-
tion of 2 new wave of intérest in phonetic
spelling ‘then sweeping the counfgy, it was |
suddenly, revived. Strong attempts were
again made %o replace the English lphabet .
* _ with this erimental creation;~and the o
Boazd of Regents fo the Unlver51ty 0
Désdret, resp ding to President Young's
. urgings,. took up the matter and in™1868
.'voted $10 000 for the printing of textbogks
to be usgd in, the Territorial common schovols.
Robett L. Campbell, -Superintendent of Public
- Instruction, identifled himself as an ardent -
advocate of .the.Deseret Alphabet, and‘repeat-
edly called “the attention 'of the Lagislature
- to its advantages.% Titus, in his report .
dated February 19, (1868, he wrote: "'The-. &
Superintendenc takes’ great pleasuve in second-
-the efforts of President Brigham Ydung
« ° an "the Board of Regehts-of the University - .
' of Deseret in the introduction of thev . *

] o .
.78 L
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- Deseret Alphabet. That Engllsh orthography o0
needs reform is patg%:;fq aél who have given .
the matter the Slightast consideration. To o
follow in the footstepsTof our venerated ~r
"fathers in a system of orthography so in- |
. consist d ridiculous and wphich has -,
,never. helped to make the comers thereunto .. -
* ‘perfect, is unwogrhy of a’people whose - . ' 3
constant and highest aspirations are to ey
be associated with truth and intelligenge,«”/ .
who discard error in whatever -form it is
presented." : .
(Brooks. ''The Deseret Alphabet', .tah ‘ 3
‘ngjprlcal_guarterly, Vol. 12, 194E, P 101.) .

W

‘The_ercitement attending this renewed-lnterest in the Deseret

Alphabet was sufficierit to promoté the printing oﬁ two ’
‘elementg%y readers. Alsa Parley P. Pratt began tranécribihg-
. |

o ] . ‘ o .
the Book of'Mormon into the Deseret Alphabet‘ Pratt's- '

V.,
‘edition of the Book of Mormon q?s printed in 1869. ,Also
)

prlnted that year w3as a ‘selection from the Book of Mormon

"kno as the Book ofHN phi It was printeg in" 3 specigl .
) S
large-type dltion These new editions were, however

M largely 1gno ed by the publlc, Wormons and non-MormonstLLke

-

Brocks conclud@s thaﬁ
v ¥ ! @
Tne 31MOst tdgel lack of popular response
spelled ‘the doom of the movement. Super-
interndént Campbell, in his, report for 1870,

: was sfill hopeful, and opiphed that "but-a -«
‘ v few ypars will pass until [chie News, the . * .,
kA . ' Instru tor s the Ogden Junctipn, and a-lot
N % e of other intelleetual lights, will spfing

up, clothed in the un%que novel, and -
simple dress '¢f thé Deseret character "

. \ o It was-the lagt work on the subject, how- )
. - - eyef, for his later repovts do. notﬁmention ot
a -/ . . it, and as the years went by the alphabet
: ) . feded from memory.

’, . (Brooks. ''The Deseret Alphébet" Utah

. ) . " Historical Quarterly, Vol. 12, 194E, p., 102,

: , Leah R. Frisby and Hector Lee reported the/pqp@%\oone?
‘- * s LI ‘ P . - v g
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- spent in the attempt Lo 1ntroduce the Deseret Alphabet into

: general usage was $20, 000, (Frlsby and Lee. "The Deseret - °
? “oo. - Readers . Utah Humanities Rev1ew Vol I, 'no. 3'-Ju1y,‘1947; ~
£ - p. 241.) It is unfortunate’ that suchga grand sum should ;
%'ku 'have been spent on a proJect whlch is now only an educaci

al curlosrty, at a txme when the shortage of ‘books in the

terricory was so acute: . S?0,0BD could certainly have made .

. ..r" M . "I. L
an impact consrderln% thes educational resources which were

- - - v - L4
¢

needhd at ‘that time. . .

Several theor:.es have been- advanced as td Lzhy thrz e

] . )y
project was considered $O important. Bethers gives .the
. - ; : T )

-

standard explanation. . : _
v - - —_ L et
- . .; ., The. early 'Utah Pioneers divised a unique- . S
) ) / educational teol to, aid them in .teaching R
- o ' *  thes#Engilish 1anguage in an easy.way. The w0
- -+ " pioneers were from several foreign count- 7
% . : ‘ries and néeded tp learnefaglish quigckly —
. T - in order to communicate with each er - ¢ S
g, o . - "\and carry on their business dealipgs. = It T
7 e .~ was callad the Deseret Alphabet- and had a_. e
o ’ «_ ' pholfétic System of forty characters with -
. v , . upiform relation between: the signs and dhe
S T ' sounds. It was ‘taught-in the' schools and -
cef . . was used in a few minutes and account bocks. =~ . -
. ] (Becthers. A History of Schools in Iron . ot
. . County 1851-1970, 1972, p. 29-30. \ S

Sl L

w
S

.

' T This 'e:'tp].ana{:i"on'is f’idely accepted a'mong Utahns teday. ‘_ .f"?

Juanlta Brooks alludes -to it in har artlcle dn ;he Degeret

-

i Alphabet.r ‘ | ’ , . e .\\ '.‘;

et - 'Utah durlng her period of colonization ’ .

= . and’ 1ong afterwdrd, was a meeting place - Lo

Lo " ', of many languages.  Her. settlers and immi- - S

i, rants spoke,in several tongues, amd the

) v %ocal .problem of esrablishing a common S

. - medium of speeeh was not easily solved. 1
} - Few, however, 'save those very familiar with -

: ‘heg history, know thag during her early .

7 ' years a serious ‘attempt was pade.cto devise - -

an orig1na1 alphabet and spelling system ?
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‘ +.. that all could learm and™use more quickly
- . "and conveniéntly. A number of the Mormon
oW leaders became convinced of the need for
- IR such 2 system, and over a period of years
© v strove- to popularize it. among their peopls.
The Characters of this phonetic experiment -~
¢ were known as' the "Deseret -Alphabet.” :
. (Brodks. "The Deseret Alphabet™, Utah - ¥ >
 Histor .cal QuarCerly, Vol. #12, 194I5 . 99 0 o <

But this explanantion is really most unsat13factory. It . o
supporseé-tha;‘igmigrahg peoplejpould spaIl_betéer if the
' Eﬂglish lanuage we&e spelled pﬁoneéically 4 ignoreg the
racc that'these people generally speak wlch heavy foreign

accents’ racher than wlth a standard fOf"a‘f English pro- .

nunc1at10n. This means that spelllng Einoc - be lmproved,.-
e but the’ varletles of foreign accencs could be préserved more o ]

graphlcal%y, as can be-dpne,w;th_the standard Rgmaq alphabet.

-~ Vil dis solVe the problem? I dunt tink zo.‘ﬁﬁonetfc spelling ° e d
. is uaeful‘when‘pronuﬁtaaF{an is rigidly QCandardized. This. ;j
. was ce ainl& not_the‘aaQE'ln territorial Ucah ) ' ' ;
S.g vins gives ahother éxSlanatioa. ,. f. )

w - . . -

It was charged that the Mormons inaugurated
. . - their language -reform as a scheme to_ main-
. " . tain th81 isolation and to prevent ‘'out-
T .+ siders” from knowing what was happening in’
¢ Utdh. It do€s not- appear that these were
major, ob;ectlves of the experiment, although
R - - the -ekelusion of Gentile scrlbbllngs was
r undoubtedly one of the henefits which it -
. i . was hoped would be realized, T.W. Ellerbeck .
) # 'said that the alphabet was 4dopted 'by the . - -

R " University regents "wit e view of enabling -
iz . ~ . our youth to learn more.jeasily to redd and

L $tos e spell, and to hinder or prevent their

B : e access. to the yellow colored literature of =«
b & .our ‘age or any unwholesome reading. And the,
i . Deseret News, discussing the purposes’ of

HELI T e . the reform, declared:

SR o "Thexgreatest evils which nGW‘flourlsh and
S ' ) t '
Fg;:{—: K . ' e )

&““W ; . . . X 4 2
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under which Christendom groans, are directly . i
traceable to the licentiousness of the press t 5
& .+ . Ilt.is-our aim to check its demoralizing -
e . . tendencies, and in no way can we better do
$: * - ~this, than by making the knowledge of the
Lo Deseret ‘Alphabet general and by training the
DO - . children in {ts use."”
Yo, ¢ ' (Ivins. "The Deseret Alphabet", Utah Humenities
5 oL Review, Vol. I, no.3, Jhily, lQ&l” p. 238.
The quotation from the Deseret ﬂews was printed
‘August 13, 1868. ) .

This explanation 'has someqnerit especially considering the
isolationist attitudes which prevailed among 1 Wormonssin 1853.

fc . The enthusiasm for the Deseret Alphabet prevalent from. 1867 . .

., to 1869 is difficult to explain in these terms, however’, = e' -
Ny

because the territory was becoming more and more open to t\

Outs1de gnfluences This is true especially in 1869 and
£

aﬁterwards“due to the complgtion of the transcontinental‘ ’

»

. railroad in 1869, - This event ‘made possible the contaEts

e

with the out51de>wor1d ending’ the isolﬁtion of Mormondom

e s
wacd s v g
_»\‘.- Y &

R ” v
L A .
- ,o":\..—«s, ] t_ﬂﬁ-fﬁ*.’c" L. S

forever The Deseret Alphabet may be simply -ong of the ' | -
uniquely Mbrmon culturel artifacts which perished with the. '
end of isolation. It is doubtjul that most Mbrmons .wanted
‘a ynique alphabet in order tq/f:olate their thought frdh the

~ rest of the world. There is ample ev1dence that they viewed

o " the end of theirAisolat}on as a-blessing and an opportun1f§."
Agter all, uuch of the‘railroad track laid in Utah for the .~

original transconinental line was laid‘by Mormons 3} (k; L

A third explanation For the 1mportance accorded to the

" Deseret Alphabet 11es in the person of Brigham Young Youna

§: _ was always the most ardent supporter of the glan to make the

:‘ o spell:.ng Bf the Engl:.sh 1angbage phonetic It was he who,
%%f ‘ as, governor, urged the regents of tke University of beSeret:
o o (. -
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to deviée the-phanetib alphabet. And it was he who'urged

i

the 1egislature go approprzace money to support the project,
-

. evén when the University itself 1anQH/phed for want of s
.
appropriations. 'Why was Brigham Yourg so interested in this
matter? .
The fact that ‘as President of the L. D S Church' ,
YOung had at his :disposal the Services of clerks who dld
{
most of his erting for him has obscured a facet of his 1ife
which has’ reqently been revealed: that he ,could not spelL C "
uost of Présxdent Youno s writings were either dictated to
his clerk or entrusted th them to write for him. Dean C. g
Jessee has identified ho ograph w;iﬁings of Bigham Young in
the extensiva collgction of the Archlves of the Historical
Deparfpent of the L:D.S. Chugch. These holographs show that
Young had a greqt:héal of difficulcy with gpélling.
» fhé~peréona1 wriciﬁgs of Brlg%gm Young in
the church archives consist o hree diariés,
*forty-nine letters, on notébook, and’ )
. '+, eleven other documents, all written : ~ o
.. N between the years of 1832 and 1875. The
phonetic spelling of these writings
- ,shows "a man who had very little formal
schooling
r : (Jessee. '"The Writlngs of Brigham Young ,
t . Western Historlcal_guartérly, Vol. 4,
July, 1973, p. 27& ) . .
Jessee argues” cthat Young s 1nab111ty to spell waé nd‘ a . ‘ ,

symptom -of a 1ack of mental ahility-vbut rather a conSEQuence

~of his lack of formal schooling. Because of his.many other

’ écéompiishmeﬂts we” should agree this is the case. Jessee

R 20 Dy

Had Brlgham Young been«épeakmng and writing

,; v -, ° a phonetigally spelled language’ such as "
’ - . ' German, his autograph writings would have

:, ‘ - appqared to- the reader then and now as. .
N ‘ literate as.those«of any infelligent man -

» ., 5
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. with a/solid education. As it*is, the:
incongistencies of English orthography
evaded him through his life. What quirks
of gpelling he observed and tried to incor-

- porate into his writing served only .to con-
‘f e the system of "spekl as it sounds' he
had evolved for himself. He often added a
eaningless e to the end of a work, probably
/because he had noticed the silent vowel on
. / sonie English words and recognized that they

. did not alter the sound in any way he could
observe. Go becomes goe, do become due, for
example. The verb write he rendered wright,
obviously from his having noticed right and
the w on write. His natural ineclination to
spell the two words the sangg according to
- their sound, .gave way to esire to be
consistent with a system'of spelling forelgn
to his own.

(Jessee. "The Writings of Brigham Young"
. Western Histo§ical Quarterly, Vol. 4, July
1973, P. 275 -

 This deficim his spelling ability and imclination
Ltowards phonetic spelling does explain President Young s

o

enthusiasm &6r the phonetic Deseret Alphabet no matter what
othdr’ advasages might be gained from adopting a new system
'devising and promoting the Deseret Alphabet not because itn
would be a boon to- immigrants and not because ft would
isolate Mbrmons from the rest of American culture but be-

cause Brigham fbyng was personally unaBle;to master English.

spelling Also, he was in a position of poweﬁ'and influence .

- -

“which enabled him to do something to reform the inad&quacies
of our traditional system of spelling # What he was not able
to do, in spite of his power and influence was to make ‘
others use the system for any great length of bime.' in teh
end it proved.more‘expedient to teach_people the'traditional
system regardless'of its shortcmmings, than to reform the

speiling system which has developed over - centurles of use

in’ English¢5peaking countries ' - _ “q

+
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‘the process of s

"who wanted a wardrobef

Y Iv. -Teacher the1r Rcles Rules and Restrictions

Because of the general 1ack of books and other teaching

materials, the role of the teacher was even more. central in

goling in the Utah territory than 1t is in
Utah's schools todag Howevbr, it.appears that few of ﬁhe

people who daswered the calking to be teachers were\prepared

for the task ahead of ;hem The few who becamme outytandlng

teachers gere recognlzed -as eﬁamples of 1nte11ectua1 vigor
atid persondi™iategrity.for -others emulaté. For many
others teac::§g was onlx-a temportar& occupation_whcih prei
pared women for roles as wives and mcthers and ﬁhiCh-preparec
men for careers in business; arming, ahe so forth.~
‘Dahielson relates aistcrf about a teacher in Richjielc

: DR P . >
in the 1880's who had no shoes, net to mention hds lack of a
P ) .

college educatlonl _ P

) The ‘following anecdote was related by Mr.
/ Morrison about his first teachlng experl-
ence at the age of 15:
/, “Mr. Marrison 8did he felt 1ike he should
/ ] .dress to logk & little digniglied while he
was instructor. He wanted very much to
, have a pair of shoes to wear, but as the -
' pay was mogtly produce, or whatever people -
- could get, it-was impossible to get enough
mongy to buy shoes, so he was ob lged to
go on teaching barefooted. "
' - .  (Danielson. History of Education in Sevier
e Countz)‘Thesis, Universicy .of Utah, 1931,

.William R, Paiﬁer‘tells the story of another teacher
. s
é°most -ingenious scheme devised for

financing the 'schools comes.from the little
défunct town of‘Hebron lsix miles west of -

»

r
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Enterprise. Thé people were poor and it
was almost impostible to employ a teacher.
The Bishop's eighteen-year-old daughter,
called Sis Terry, had had some schoolxng
_ .- and the job was wished on her. The only /
§ . fthing the people had to spare was milk and
- thid they had in abundance. Sis agreed to
C ) teach for a bucket of ‘fresh milk per week
. <. payable evéry Friday morning. That was
: easy for the people, so every Friday morning
g - a“stream of good full milk pails arrived at
M the' schoolhouse. She took the milk home
_;’;) and made it into cheese. When spring came
_ - ' and school closed, the Bishop hitched up
. ' his team, loaded Sis and her cheese into .
/- =  this-wagon and diove to Salt Lake City. The -
- cheese was.traded to Z.C.M.I. for goods and
Sis came home with a brand new ardrobe and
the finest trousseau that any girl in the
K _ country had ever. had.  When this great and
resourceful woman grew “olderx, ‘her true
- " christian name; Mary Ann, more befitting her
- ‘ "7 years and social” standing, came to the surface. .
e . « ., She lived to be ninty-four years old and . o
g -+ her mind never dimmed to the end.  She was :
AN ] as full of grace and- charm as she was of
. ‘ . years.
& - - ) ("Early Utah School History¥", in Bethers .
Tff. ‘ History of Schools in Iron County 1851-1970,

A 1972, p- 26.) ‘
gﬁf-' N . It was common ‘fox people tafﬁfl_ ome teachérs it a ;efy
yoﬁng age in those days Few people had more than an Eighth
“i:r. j_:q Graqe education so hxgher educatxonvwas not a ;equiremetn o ,
", for teachers in' the ﬁ%rri;ory. Because tﬁéischools weré '

,ungraded the.ol&erJStudents were often cél}ed upon -to teach

k4

younger students. The use of older sturdents as tutors or

"Monitors" actually made them apprentices to the teacher and
. " . * *

provided them with some background and experience. in teaching |

YR & Bl TR Y A R N T e, e T B TR e
RIS anan L T T R P H =M E
. N - L] - a1 .

e
bl LY

P

which. they could- use 1f4they were called upon. D. James

; Cannon relates the story of how John W. Smith- became a teacher -
v Johnnie entered school aE five years of’ ‘
~ age. He went one mile daily.to the school

AR ot poides o e [

m:“a o T
rn &sg&lv .a;t;c; Sl e b i i s




£33 %Wm;«qp N _*-;., M E ettt
.
. -

sahu o g0 AT
LT AT
e

i

SIEE MMET g T Tew T a4 AT Toan

“ . o 1
‘hotise at the old fort in Willow Creek..
He was drafted for a school teacher in R
October, 1884. He was then sixteen Years .
0ld and lived at Draper, Salt Lake County,
-Utah. jBishop James Crane of. Herriman Fort
had come to town looking for a school
téacher. He met Willie Stewart (V¥m. M.)
and -asked: him if he knew of a teacher they
could get to teach. at Herriman. Willie:
. said, "no,.I don't." But added, "I have
a boy here, in my school at Draper who .
.can serve you will in this capacity if .
you will hre him.”
~ Who is this boy?" »
"Heis Johnnie Smith, the blacksmith' 8 son. .o
Well, let's go up and see him."
Johnnie was in the canyon.-at the time and
his father was loath to let the boy go, say-
ing Johnnie was too young and toolacking
in education for -such a responsible position.
But Willie was insistent, saying tHat Johnnie
was further ahead in book-learning than his - ”
father thought and if he would let the bdy
go, Herriman woiuld have a competent and
energetic teacher..” The blacksmith finally Co
greed to let the boy go and tzy.
1t was arranged that thé work was to begin N
Monday morning next and Johnnie was to get '
forty dollars per month -and boarduzround-m
“‘taking part of his pay from the tulttion
the childgen- were to pay monthly. . - o
Johinnie returned from the canyon laggﬁ;ha@ff"w'
night. It was. laready dark. The rock-oil
lamp gave but a dim light-to the rgom.
Johnnie was :tired and dirty. His mother
looked at him a minut then began to er
* What was the matter? he wefidered. .Whén
his mother could control Her feelings she
‘said, "Your fathér has hired you out for a
achool teacher, You are \to go' to Herriman
Fort and begin work Mondayp.morning.
Johnnie was completely dazed;y too tired to
#~Fake-.a bath and tqo Xilled with emotion
and excitement  to slaep. But the night .
assed and a double-scrubbing in the family's
ig wooden tub in the moring estabished™ .
a little calmer attitude, equilibrium, and
stability .in his thinking. .,
Willie Stewart side-stepped and sloughed
for the day and
ith's house.to see
a4 blank roll Pook, a
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: short-handled school bell, a ruler, a P o

few bodks, ‘and a rawhide whlp He said
of the whip, "Put this in the table i
‘ drawer But don't use it. " _This advice °
™ - was-a 11tt1e.out of line-with the coach-  + «
" ing of those days gecause’"lickin'“ and
learnin'" went hand in hand with school
teaching. "Spare the rod and speil the .
. . child" was the traditional philosophy. -
Willie poured out a copious amount-of ' 1
: " advice and a rippling stream of assur-, - .. o
g _ ance and encouragement. Later in the" | " S
PO " . day Johnnie rode in the white-top to S ;
5 : . Hex¥iman to begin a néw ahd thrilling .
. experience. With him were two, boyfriends -
, and three young ladies fronl the neighbor- -
- hood who were all equally thrilled with
. Johanie's new adventure, which seemed to
,1lift him to the top of the world, ’ S e
: " Johnnie was directed to go to Henry ,
R - Tempest s House to begin his school teach-~ .
ing career. ,Upon inquiry thé& house found i

ot o and a most happy and }gérus greeting was -
. 3 ‘
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given the new teacher his friends. .
-Uzon the insistence of*Mrs. Tempest and -
A 1" of the childrem, thé teAgher and hlS -
. .} frlen%s joinéd th;mlln lunch.
School began Eg;dro 1ow1n%:Eprh1ng w1th

By yny T

TE L
L]

i ) . . about fifty ch en rangin from five

e - to twenty-five 'year age. Praydr, and

%%,‘ ,a couple’ of songq, gpéned' the new term ang

2a \ » - experiment. \

A \ .The young ladies of the schoolsopn dis- ..

b 4o X
3

covered that the, new teacher.was, bashful, ;
This discovery almost upset the app&e cart,
‘for tRey would deliberately congregate in
) front.of the teacher's table and ask-all
N\ - - sorts of questions about their lessons

just to embarrass him. \ Before -the school:
term ended, *however, bashfulness was
11terally worn out of him, never to re-
turn in a long lifetime. —

.About the middle of QOctober, juder to :
name of John W. Smith, a*letter -came through

S
L

SRR ) S T I LG

>
s

¥ A ; * the mail requesting ‘him to, close. school on
s ) - ' Friday and come to Salt Lake " City to’ take -
R . a teachef's examination. John made this

& ) ‘trip on hq;seback" He left home in Draper
SN SR * at 4:00 o'clock a.m..-and reached Salt Lake
o ' : + Cicy in time to meet the examining board .
o ) at"9:00 o'clock: He spent- two days writing
2 ) examinatlon‘papers There were eighteen -
A G , .other. candidates in the Toom. About two

?%. o eks later, John recelveﬁ a teacher's cer-.
i ' P I 2 R
& . <
; N - L ' ' %49 - - ‘}#
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tificate walid for, tWO yearshm°He has -
held suchicertificates for sixcy-six
- years and!holds-one now'valid for life.

- His fixg# certificate was signed bw ‘

#  ohn Morgan, County Superintendens.of B T

. the Salt Lake Counwy schools, [Charles *°
F: Wilcox andsJoseph G. Toront ~ County A

: Board of Educationm. - ‘ '

(Cannon. ' The Story of JOhn W... Smith: - I
- . First Superintendent of Rural Consondated o
' Schools, *Spgarhouse, Ucgh: Bulletin Pub- St
' Nshing co.," 1951, ‘p.-3- 5.

Emily Miles Slelghq.teils how her father became a school &

teacher almost by acci&enn - One_ Qay while n town Lo -get sup-
. r
plies he overheard some men talking about the need for’a teach-
o t . ’
er. :

4
!

On one of those trips: to Panguitch' John . w

& had to.wait over to get gome blacksmith- ) .j

> ; ing done on his wagon and ‘3hoes] f - 3

C -horses. 0One .afternoon thHere wags a

of men aty the shop and father ‘o

. ong man ask:another if. they had a -

~.school teacher forx,the winter,- right then
they all: began to {alk’at onca,

7/ tried this one or .that one, we
tried her, last year. and those g
drové her: right out in the-street.'
nother ;spoke up and said,. "What we need is

. a man teacher to.show' that Bunch where to

. h 3ad. in.'t - They were-really. conicerned on . >

. t to®d, Just then Father left his work

- and told ithe- Blacksmith he would be back - in

a fey.minutes, he wag. dfessed very shabby

with ﬁ&tches ‘on his parfts, but that was no
sworry-to him, sp he fated the crowd and o,

' . made him€€lf: known -and said, "I gpraduated

. sfrom: two ‘celleges im 'the city of/London, C.
how wosld I.do -té teach your school?

. One gt -the men was’a school trysteé but

» = e the resmﬁwere very rude and € jokes
e about that Edglyishman\_jus¥ thew’ an®ther
Toet man j¥iged :the/group and was introduced .

' ' by the-trusted as our clérk—of 'the school
men started asking father .
. :father answered .them gll till
- thzy yer satigfied. They also méntiomed

. United States History. Then they wanted to .

’ 'know,mhere he was, staying and made an ap-, L
pointment for- shat évening - Before, they
" came fathe; wag a litele worrled about

B3 3-‘"“ ' a.\y; . -
LY . o+ E’ - P
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5 United States History, sure enough that ,

5t . was what was asked, dates of the early

< ) United States Hlstory, so father said

S ] that was the only thing they did not

o teach in the British schools, but if ' '
2 : youd will lend me a history book I will L
_ : have it all. by'tomorrow. ’ Sure enough S
- by the next evening he had memorized . - | |

all and more than they ever asked, he
.. had all the important dates and hap-.
’ . penings in his head. The trustees were
) . o very pleased and signed him up for the
e job, to teach the Panguitch School for
six months, his first school in Utah. -
Th% next day he went home to Kanab and ‘- s
told Emily the good news.. They had a %;%
the help they needed to pack up and go. .
S The cow was dry and some other cattle _ ]
such as calves were left with relatlve
for the winter. The beddlng, S . .
barrels, and boxes were put in the wagoi .
Fatheér, Mother, and four children were. S :
‘ . . on their way. The trustees had found a T ’ ]
o, house; another log cabin much like the ¢ -
L . one they left behind; same as all the
£ ST resy in those early days Mother had
Ty e some relatives living there.'also, a - -
‘ half brother and her father's second. °
wife. -
There were ‘also some good neighbors who
came to h ip and the family was soon’
settled and school was to'start the
following Monday. - Everything went fine
uritil those toughs made trouble, who
were the cayse -of it all the year be-}
fore. They did not intend to start

SATANEA VR
Te BT B O
A
“"

KIEYEYS
-3
T

f_ —_— school, just wanted a fight with the .
. < . * . new teacher. (Thoughf lt would be °
S S . -easy, three to oneu§ Father was young -

TR

‘and 'strong and was ready for them.
They started to ‘talk rough so he v a
knocked one. down and kicked another,
one more to go, he made one pass and -~ 4\\\;;
father grabbed him with one hand and ™ :
hit him ha¥d then turned-him around ) *
and took him with one hand on, the '
shoulderand the other by the Seat of
pants and threw him eut of the
" doo¥ where he sprawled on his face,
* -The others crawled to the door and
made their escape.
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& (Sleight. "John Horné Mlles = A Quick p ) s

b Sketéh," Mg, in L.D.S: Churech Histori-

it cal Department ArcHives.) S

'g;:{' "~ [ - ° :

%g” 3 It appears, then, that_the examlnatlon for teachers in Panguitch
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was in_ two parts. Part one was a test of the teacher's mental
Capacity¥tpart two was a test of the teacher's ability to main-

‘ tain ordergin the c¢lassroom. - \

L] f L]

A third ctest in most of the early schools was based on the

theacher's moral and religious qualifications. We have alreadyf:

discussed the conflict between the Mormon and Non-Mormon elements

- - L 3
in Utah society, and its expression in the Eerritoriaf schools.

ic was common. then, especially in’ rural\communltles Wthh tend-
ed to be close to one hundred percent Mormon, for the school

trustees to ask teacher§ about their morals and their.views on
religion. William R. Palmer discusses this ‘matter.

h e
As early as 1852, a beginning at regulation
and standardization was made in the south- !
ern counties. Doubtless, .the same wag true’ '
in all the counties_ in, Utak ¥f one looked .
up theix records. The first step was the'!
appointment by the .respective County Courts
of a board of examimwers- consisting of three _
members whose duty. it was to examine the
qualifications of would be teachers. They
: were to examine applicants as to their fit- .
" ness and to certify those who met the stand-
ards set up. Few, perhaps, of the appointed
examiners had the scholarship to judge the
pedagogical qualifications of applicants,
. . but there was a uniform determination to
. exclude from the schdols the morally and
‘ . spiritually unfit. Some of the questions
asked were, "Are- you morally clean? Do you
keep the commandments of God and live an
exemplary life before man? Do you respect . -
virtue and defend chastity? Do you become
intoxicated op strong drink? Is your lan-
guage free from. profanity and all wvulgarity?
Do you believe the Book of Mormon- and accept
. our leaders as men of God?" . Such questions
.sound strange to. us today, but these were'
. wholly Mormon® people and they were concerned
that there children should not fall into the
.. hands of teachers who, would dqrtroy their
y  faith, ci, .
" ("Early Utah School Hlstory" in Bethers. A
History of Schools ln‘Ironltoungy 1851 =N
1970_ 1972, p. 192-20. ) . .

' g .
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versity, states that: o "
-\.__../ ﬂ #r s " . "
. It shall be the duty’ of the Chancellor .

“«tive teachers were to be examined.

i A

- ' g 50'_' R

The first schools in Utah were private schools which-attract-, -

Y a
¥ ‘ .

¥

ed students according' to the ability and personal‘\agneoism of
’ T, Tl . . . . . S
theé teacher.  These schools were not rengEted in any way. Upon =7
, .
the establxshment q{ territorial sta:us in 1851, however the

legislature acted to establish standazds for teachers. g"].’he plan ‘

ﬁhich-wes adopted put the University of Deseret in_cﬁargedof the
training of teachers as well as directly .in charge of a“school

P

for paupers. Section;lf of the ordinanoes incofporating the qu; .

L ! - N
. B

, and Board of Regents as sbon as funds .
‘ © axising from donations or otherwise may

.Justify, te establlsh a free 'school ,

instjtution for ‘the benefit of orphans™ .

. and othem indigent. worthy per¥oms. ;o

: o {(Laws_and Ordinance$ of the- State of ' -
- Deseret, salt Lake City, 1919, p. 93.) .

L

The legislature also -created the office‘of‘the Superintendent

of Primary Schools of the Territory of Utah. "Further, the roles
0f counties and cities in:the cypeation- of school districts and the
hiring of teachers were defined. The law speoified that prospec-

<

. It shall ‘be the duty of the county court’ :
' . to- appoint a board of. examlners, three . . .
- gompetent ‘men whose duty it shall be to *
+ _hear and determine the qualifications ®f
. : school teachers -and all applicants of a .
good mogel charactey® that are considered” | =
competent #hall receive:a certificate to
t%:t ePfect signed by the board. . '
( ws of Terrltorlal Utah, 1851- 1852 P. 97.) y
1 I .

"The emphasls Pn moral character 1n the law was very clear.

.

It is qulte certalh tha; this requirement was strlctly enforced

.

1since the examlnérs in many, if not at all, communloles include~

ed ‘the local Mormon Blshop and his two counselors" The plan to.

. - <P

1nvolve the“Unlversity.of Deseret in the preparatxon of teachers

(e




- ation. The University was not closed though clagses were not’

_allow each country toﬂemploy a COunty’Superintendent of schools

peagogy than rhe lay boards of education. - 5}* o X M

‘pnoproations from:districts wh
{

) w1thout proper certification. . ® B3R S v .

to be certified was that the law reQuired all teachers to be A

. ' .y R PR § B

for the territory'faltered hoaever .because the University was .

R — “~

not funded by the 1egislature &nd it was unable to tontinue operr R

. a‘ 3

held from 1853 to 1869 when it reoPEPEd and became an imPortant ”‘ !

teacher training in%titution frpm»that time to the present.

Especially ing the period when the University was c}osed" >

the burden of ' selecting teachers fell directlg.on the 1ocalxboards;
. ' - ’ . - ' , Y
with some guidance from the Territgrial Superintendent of Ingtrue~ .

tion. The laxity of the examining baards was the subject 6f much

criticism during the 1850's and 60's. The laws® were amended to° ﬂ”“”j
b - -‘ r

who would oversee the teachers. This was ‘an important $t8p in the
professionalization of education in Utah because theﬁcounty super-

intendents wene.able to promote higher standa*ds of training and © - "

r . . Ll

.ot g RS
: The 1 islature began approﬁriating money for local school * o

.

districts im 1874. In 1880 the l%g}alaedggaﬁpted te w1thh9Ld ap- rfm

1

hired uncertifie te chers e
!l' 0'.«'
This requirement was evidently not taken very seriously,by échool PR

— gLt

trustees. Both the- official reports of the schools and the per- »'_ k

¥

Fd

&
sonal reminiscences of teachers 1nd1cate that manf}taught for years
Sy

- o LA P ]

One of the problems with obeying the‘law requiping ceachers R
’

* M._‘

\

examin d ann}ally, usually at their oym expense Jacob S. Borema
the eighth Territorial Superintendent of &chools recqaﬁended that

this requirement be changed to\require only one, exdmination ex-:

e . Fs '. 5
- i . Y ] . + ¥
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IR cept in unusual cases. . , ;
LR . ) ) ) ‘ !
oy o St tute required all teachers in district ° :
Ehw o e - . . schdols to pass an annual examination to  ~
£ ¢ . - - asce¥taim their fitness for the p051tion . : . )
RN ‘ of teachers. Thiswseems 'a useless pro- . iR
L, - vision, ‘One. examinatior should be suf-- . :
“T o ficient. It would be‘proger to .provide -
A . _~for reexamination where it would appear $ .
< : v thaﬁ:a person has improperly been.given a. SR
: ) certificate. - ' S
> ' . (Biennial Report of Territorial Suoerlnten- : -
: * dent of Schools, 1883- 1889 p. 7. ) N :

’ R ; _
‘ c. . This recommendatlon was accepted by. 1eglslators. The law -~

) " was amended o allow certlflcaCLon to be granted for life after . ‘
f- . ~ Ppassint the examination. Normal school’ graduates were given cexr-
’ :E§Flcates autom®tically upon graduatlon of the assumptlon that ghe

*

! completlon of the normal school tralnlng was proof of competency
T. - - Xy

as -a teacher. (Most oi the d13cussxonuof certlficatlon has been‘

-

gleaned from The Hlstq_y of.meacher Certlflcatlon in® Utah by. Cloyd

FECEETEER

. - 0. Bﬁ’%onek _ Th881s Unlversity of Utah 1548. y - . ;“ rfra
. . -3 " - f ’:‘I
.. Many teachers Wefé able to overcome the drfficuities adsoclat-

»
-

R

-

e ed W‘.L'th frcmtier.,.l:.fe m EItah. Some of them arg rememberd and re-: B J

,‘W
vered Stlll Dr. John R. Park was a teacher in Draper Utah untll L

R e T s

‘%’, hls talent for teachlng became 8o’ widely,known that he’ was ‘asked

; V.-, to become Pres;dent ‘of the Univer51ty of Deseret 1ﬂ 1869 Dr. :; .
%: - Karl G. Maeser was the fodhder of the Brlgham Young Academy in : .
? ‘ Provo forerunner of*the Brlgham Young Unr;er51ty Louis F. Moench
%1_ ‘g " was a teacher in severak schools .in Qgden” ‘before he was called to--

gji . 'be the’ flrst prlnclpal of the Weber Stake Academyf-now Weber 1 )

%% _’ 1‘Suate College. Many teachers deserve to be recognized for the1r

SR - contrlbutlons to Utah education in the terrltorlal perlod Un-

Hﬁz ™ fortunately, there is lltole 1nformat;on about them available at

i
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the present time. s, - - '

~The fouﬁders of Utah sought teachers who were morally clean,

]
-

‘1ntellectually quallfleé and capable og'manag;ng 2 large and

often‘diversified group-of students. Orson Hyde, a Mormon Apostle,
summarlzed thé quallflcatlon which the peopl? of” Sanpete County
<
desired ln‘a,teacher in a letter to the Deseret News. . -
,Our people in Sanpeﬁe are cons¥derably |
anxious abOut schoo We have now very '
. good ones- in every settlement but we '
,want just about twfce the number that we, . .
‘ have; and che only rpeason why we have .°
- ot all we require 1s the lack of compet- ,
. nt teachers. We would like ‘young ox *s
middle aged men of Bood cHardeter, not
' particular whether ghey are.-Jews or - .
i ‘ Gentiles, if they are morally upright men,
Y whose orthography and pronunciation are =,
correct who can pass an examination in o
reading, writing, geogrphy arithmetic,
; and ‘grammax. Quallflcatlons in other
' L branches would not be the least object-

-~ necessay..

ionable, but a godd practical knowledge

of the foregolng branches will be strictly
We would prefer men of our own
- . -relrglous faith for teachers,
: o - be obtained; but if not, teachers of ‘any”’
rother falth¢~w1ll do with' good moral

_ .chara
Can Some

tex. ) :
hink that any’ $ort of teacher who |

.

-

if they can‘\d o

P may -want a home and employment will “do.
. for Sanpete; but it is a mistake. We want-
e faithful and qualified.men, and are will- . '
= . ing to pay slch for their services. A, . /
) few competent female, ceachers could also .
. find .situacins here. They can apply-to +
F.C. Robinson, Esquire, Manti, Superinten-
T - dent of Common . schools in Sanpete Count N
. . (Deseret News“ 162104 (Maxch 12; 1867) §

Hyde -3 1etter makes it clear that good teachers wefe scarce ln{

t&@ “Ytah terrltory and that cthey werxe consldered to have a veryw*
LI ¥
1mpoﬂ§ant role in the community, cL, A
» ' . .
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’ - V. Country Schools as Historic Sltes o

T~

The'School buildings in most communities in Utah wen}

L * N
. through four stages of development during the territorial

L)

" period. e first schools in ‘many communities were “whar we

«
-

call home schools. They were held in tents wacons and pflvate

.

v, . -
homes. , The sécond stage of development was the ward schools:

lhey were held fn Mbrmon meeting houses called ward houses.,
The -third stage of development,was,the district school. The

district” school buildings were separate from the churches,

.

though they were still closely controlled by loecal Mo;ﬁon.lead:’

e

.ers. ' The fourth stace of development was the free publlc 'schoolsg .

I
v

L4

at

stdte In addigion non-Mormon sectarlan schools were establlshed,

'beglnnlng in the 1870 s and} remalned a pote&t force in Utah -

education’ throughout the'terrltorlal period. Identlfylng each

- »

of these types of schools as historic sites presents’ speclal
3 W

problems ' Because it woulg be 1mpos51h1e to commenthon*all\of

Y

4

the school bulldlngs 1n the terr1tory in the space allowed here

-

the schools of Iron County will be dLScussed, They are typical”

-h

of the stcte s rural schobls .and they hé@e~8een especlally well
- b

documented ‘ . “ . e R

“ .~ The f1rst school in the county was conducted at Parowan

z l

by Apostle George A. Smith in h1s "wicky-up" which wag not a.
§chool bulldrng It was'a couple of-wagons drawn‘toggther DT

shelter around a caﬁpfire. it is doubtful that the site of

this school could be establlshed after so _many years o

-

+which came into belng after 1890 when leglslateon was passed o

L |

,'whlch permltted the fundlng of free non-sectarlan schools by the3g

B
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Forts were.built in several communities to protect the’ ¢
settlers from Indians. The eriginal forts were torn down iong
ago. - However, a replica of one of these forts.is being constructed

I

at Cedar City on its original site as-a tourist attraction.

. o i} . * e &
Schools were 'held in tﬁs'forts in the early days as a measure of
.. . . v " L f‘ 1
. protection for tHe children. . ’ )
Y- o Churches,‘su%h as the Old Rock Church in Parowan, were LN

used extensively as schools. " This fine old church/is in a
P 1 * . - ’ : ) I'. ?. ) .
very good state of preservation. . It was built in/1866. " It is

now Gwned by the Daughters of Utah Ploneers and/;s iisted on the’

’

Vatlonal Hlstorlc Re%ister 5

a" ) L e, . . . - S L

A phctograph“pf the concrkte school house built im Parowan '

in the 1870's.is Shown in Bethers' History of Schools.,in Iron . ,
.. . . — TR . - “
County 1851-1970,'p. 197. Tetherg does not indicate whether this

school is still standiﬁg © 1t was probably one of the first Tt

buildings constructed as a school separate from the L. D. S ‘ward

LIS £ €

hall in Iron County ' S . L
4 ‘ ' ;
Through the terr1tor1a1 perlod schools 1in Paragonah were

n

1ocated'snccess1ve1y in the town fort, 1n “the_h of John R.

Robinshs, in the Ward meeting House, and,ln the *Relief Bociety

k]

Hall Parowan,,Paragonah and Cedar C1ty were the first : .

+
. % .
’ . < - . L

settlements in Iron County co - P ] R »
PR ‘} . " . t .
%tﬁer settlements which flourlshed 1n Iron County durlng

the terrltqual period included Kanarraville, Pinto, and Enoch

~' Marvin Christensen.described the school at Kanarra. ”

» The settlers estahlished a school first .
’ thing upon arriving at the new settlement. .
T It was'located in a log building along ‘
L~ - with the church until it burned down. -A ' .
) f;} new bui}ding was built in the northeast .. o

- ¥ L 4 N r

(€) . . . . ; - ,
] . /Q; g ) S8 ¢ ] .




o~ .. " Gibson's‘house.) All the men of Enoch:

<

corner of the town SQuare with the church.

upstairg and the schooll down in the bottom.:

o . This was divided’into two long rooms. One ~ \{ '

, Side for the fdﬁ; small grades and theyother
side for the upper grades.. School was. taught

. te the eighth grade, and then if you had enough

ﬁp' - money to.go to Cédar and stay, you could

attend high school. There were a few who did
- go. Most aof the children only went to. the

: .. {]eighth crrade and ‘that was the end of-their

( education, The rooms had a blackboard at the
front aid a long bench. : The students would
come up to -the :front and receive instruction,
then “they would 'go back and another group ) 2

.~ would go up to the’ front bench.* .

' ("Early Schdol System at Kaparra in Bethe:s

A History of Schools .in Iron County 1851- 1970,

1972, p 2170) ]

- N

0f the school at Pinto, _Bethers OBServed that

h);égxfﬁgaxg_rock house awas bullc’in Plnoo whloh LI
/ erved as a-chuirch, the school, an& a recrea- v

tion center for the rest of: Pinto's days. s
David W. Tullis did most of the madon work.
Joseph Eldridge and Oscar Wood did the carx

. pehter work and the ‘painting. (Bdthers, A’
. History of Schools in Iron ounty 1851 1970, 1972
p- 224). .

.,4
&

At Enoch the flrst school Waeiheld at the‘Co -0p Ranch
using ote of the radg¢h houses for their school Later a log
school house was conekructed with donated 1abor.

This 1og bulldlng was bullt on -a red rock v
foundagion on which an attenfpt had been ’
made earlier by the school district to
bdild -an adobe building for a schodi. .

"~ , < «When the walls were about up to the square,:

) the south- side blew in and *then the men of
"~ the community began the log building.

(Hunter Grinshaw says the bulldlng was
locatéd about one hundred yards south of

rallied around to help, It was all done by .-

: .donations ™ A stage was m de in the west

. end. The curtain, side and back scenes were made
" amd painged Ry Charley Anderson, paintgr: '
For years theaters, dances, chiidren's op-

per pommun}tg parties, church meetings and
public school was-held in this building: Both - .
writers of this history toek part in the public

. Yo . [ ‘

N\ e




. actlvféles and recelved their early education.in this <
"0ld Log School House," as it was known. T
(Bethers. A Histopy of Schools in Iron County 1851-
1970 1972, p. 257. ) : . w

‘.

The. sectariﬁﬂ.ﬁEEEpis in’ the county 1ncluded £wo Presbyter-

1an schools and the Mormon Parowan Stake Academy "The' first
» ¢

Presbyterlan school to open was .at Cedar City in 1880 by. Rev. W.
. C. Cort. The teacher was Miss Ellza Hartford. The school closed
ein 1885 This building apparently no longer ex1sts The*present

Presbyterlan Church in Cedar C1ty was constructed in 1926.
A
The Presbyterlan School in Parowan was established sometime. f

ry
-

between 1880 and 1884 " Dora Page gave an account of this schopl

. Whéch we.have gupted on R 20 1“.‘The schhol contigued tp

vistH e I iy &7

flourlsh for many years , Bethers Hlstory 1ncIudes a plcture of -~
‘ the school w1th teachers and students out51de taken 1896 . The
present status*of the bulldlqg is unknown. . . \\\hy; -

ThoUgh most of the schogls in the hoqnty were oonnected

with the L.D.S. Chufch as We have seen, the Parquwa® Stake Academy ;

. . was the only one lﬁ which the Church paﬂl‘the teachers " .Teachers
> 1
_ were recrulted from the Brigham Young Academy at Provo ’
SN
| \\ ‘ Bethers is ‘not 8pec1fic regardlng the datgfwhen this

sfhool\was tab Blshed He doeseanﬁicate that the schdol occupied

Cotee several dlfferentebulldznggddurlng its existence. o

. , This school was fifst held on the second. £lodr .
’ : of the Knell building'and is presently be1n$
.7 used’by. Marsden%s Men's Clothing and Cdrdon's
e Shoe Stofe. 'The school’ later moved to the
- - City Court House when it became too crowded

-
- —

S for these quarters.
- .. : (Bethers. 'A- Hlstogy of Schools in IrOn County -
) ’:lSSl 1970 1972, p. 185 ) I

LJ

Once agaﬂé it 4is 1nterest1ng to note that because of theé lack of

L -
4 ‘,separaelon betWeen church and State in Utah, the Mormon private

S ‘.. “"v:'i,,. o ' s
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,school was held in the City'Court House'for some years.
Bethers’has documented the existence of rural scHools i’

twenty-flveﬁfommunltles in Iron County. Those which are not .
dlsCussed above are believed to have been foonded after statehood
wag granted in 1896 - - . / )

S If these schools can be regarded as an accurate cross-
section of the rural schools of the territorial period then it
appears that most of the " bulldlngs have been torn down or converted

to other purposes Only the.’Rogk Church at Parowan is known to
Ly 2

E]

exist today. , - ‘ : o
‘ L . . .
. VI, Country Schools Today™ ” ‘ -
.@fm,s - N LN 3 ~ + AR~ . & T Y VA SRR T
The school at Grouse Creek in remote westErn Box* Elder
+ -
County is the'only traditional one=-rdom ungraded school known o .
exist in Utah today. Most such schools were closed soon after the
. . : ) . . *
‘ .“/school district consolidation law was passed in 1915. Since that
. . . 3
‘time children in rural communities have been bused from their - 4.,
. - . :.‘. - yq [} l‘
homes to centrally located schools.
. . . . : |
: ~ The Grouse Creek School remains open only bécause it is ‘o

too far froh any larger compunity to justify busing the children.
But eéen'that'sehool has "Been mod®nized. A new school building -
was constructed about five years, ago. The old building was torn .

- -

. down. : . ) - ‘

The builders and develog@rs of Utah communitles have gener-
ally torn down old school buf%dlngs Few of them remain today.
A roqk school house at Flllmore, a ward school at Klngston a few
old c;urches and other puh&}c bulldlngs which Were‘Esed as schools

on a part-time basis are about all we have left of the school .

buildings‘of the past. - . L

Q . . 81
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" It is perhaps ironic, then, that Utahns are so interested

. * e
in these old schools which they have allowed to be 'destroyed.

following poem exemplifies'this nostalgia:

-

THE 0§D COUNTRY  SCHOOLHOUSE -

It stpod on a bleak country cornmer,

The hpuses were distant and few,

A megdow lay back in the’ dlstance

nd rose the hills to our view.
i The roads crossing there at riglt angIee}/f
7 . Untraversed by pomp and argay,
. ,*Here cropped by the cows in the summer;

N : I ve watched them there many a day.

‘In memory's hall hangs the picture,
And though years of .sad care are between
It hangs with a beautiful gilding,
and well do I love it, I ween. '
It stood on a bleak country corner,
But- boyhood's young hea?t made it warm
¢ e " It gloried in the sunsiine of SumMRAY
: 'Twas cheerful #n wince: and qtorm
The teacher, oh well- I remember ‘-
" My heart has long kept him a olace . ,
. Perhaps by the world he's forgotten, \
- ~His memory n® time can efface. LTy
He met us with smiles on the threshold, T
And in that rude temple of arg, :
He. left with the skill of a wbrkman, '
His touch on the mind and the heart.

a

Oh, gay were the sports of the noontldez’

- When winter winds frolicked with snow; e
We laughed at -the freaks' of the storm klng
And shouted him’on, all aglow.

We dashed at his beautiful sculptures~

Regardless of all its array, . -2
—~ : , -We plunged “in the feathery snowdrife
- o . and sported the’ WLnter away N

1] . ~
. . We sat om the 6ld- fashzoned benches,
Beguiled with ouf penCLIs ‘and slate,
.~ We thought of the .opening future,
. . And dreamed of our manhgod's estate.
- : ' " Oh, days of my boyhood! I bless you;
. While {ooklng from life's busy pfime,
The treasures are llngering with me
I gathered in life's early time. -

> .Oh, still to that bleak country corner
Turns my heart in its weariness yee:-
Where leading my gentle youhg sisters

L l - With youthful compariions I met. - )
(S . . ' a ., . - N

“ERIC. - A | g2 - \
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-//’ . I cast a fond glance o'er the meadew;
: * The-hills just behind it I see - . E
: Away in the charm of the distance, ‘ e
01d schoolhouse! a blessln on thee! ¥ "
*»

.This has been espeéially trué since the Utah cencennial in 1947.

__Almosu all Qﬂ ‘these hlstques devoce a few pages Cchhe 1ocal

-compléted at the universities in the“state.  Several of these have - .

- . .
‘been particularly udseful in compiling this report. | -

4

~-Author Unknown .
Lourtesy of Elizabeth McDonald
~History of Hooper, Utah i
. : Land of=the Beautiful Sunsets
- by John M. Belnap , . s

[ry

Utahns have a.great reverence for their pasc The gacher-
ing of 1oca1 history has been going on for many years by 1nd1v1—
dgals and‘by groups such.%s the Daughters of Utah Eloneers.

As a result of the efforts of chese-amaCeu: historians h%mosc

every coﬁmuniéy in the state has published its owE’hiscogy.'

=
L

sclibols and chelr development 1
—/ i .
- Theses and dissertations Olkthe schools of. Utah have been *
2 . . . . J

-

Utah's school hiscor§‘hasfbeen_C¥éEEed enevenly by profes-
sional historians. Tevi Edgar Young published several articles
about‘educac;on. His books also eeatain'chapcers on the history

of the schools. But Young was somewhat—blaSed in his v1ewp01nc

__._

_helghCS He always reported everythlng he could fznd th¥t was_

He aCCempced to createiagascwhlch would“lnsplre Utahns Eo gradtcr

good; he mlnrmlzed the lmportance Qf anytiring which mlght be

considered bad,

"

Andrew Love Neéff included muchhiefbrmacion aboﬁc the

sbhools in his ﬁistory of Utah. UnforCunacely, Neff's werk does

Ju§CLce only to the broad outlines. of Utah's educational hzstory

" The samé mlghc be said for most of che ther hlstorles of the

N




state, when they tréat educational matters at all.
Local histories haf?e"oontributed much more to the under-
stand1ng of" local educatlohal matters Joel Rlcks and Everett

Cooley's, The History of a°Valley, is outstandlng in this respect.

{‘

Andrewaarl Larson s 1 Wag Called To Dixie and his autoolography,

The Education of 2 ‘Secbnd®Generation Swede epitomize the writing

of Local history, especially with regard to the role of schools

in Utah's rural. communitias. - .. °° ' .

&

John Clifton Hoffitt's The History of Public Education in

Utah is che’ flnest one- volume hlstory of schools in Utah thch is

available. Thls work is supplemented by Moffizt’s h1story of

. teacher organlzatlons.lnsthF state, A Centugz of Serv1ce, 1860-

61960- A History of the Utah EducZtion Assoclation It ‘is ' i

unfortunate that such flne work as that of Woffitt should aleo

2

suffer from’ b1as His Hlstory oé&fubl}c Education in Utah is a

histﬁ;y of the Mormon schools Tétestant -schdols ace omitted

because they are sectarlan and ore not public schools

On the other hand schools held in Wormon churcbes and even the

-

‘sectaéigg.“ornon academles are included in his work. Publlclj
t

nondsectarlan schools were not 1ntroduced into Utah un-
l.i

eil the 1890's when a liberal non{Mormon leglslature was able to

suppor

Zpass tra enabl:Lnor leglslatlon (These legislators were elected
] ,
by the way, because mbst Mormons were d1senfranch1sed by the

motofious Edmunds-Tucker Act hecause of.their practice of and/or

'bellef 1n the principle of polygamy ) Prlor ‘to the passage of
~—this leglslatlon all schoqlsTyn Utah were to some degree prlvate‘

and sectafian:in the sense in uhich those terms were applied’ to

1

schools today. s
.ot
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‘ A new generation of historians is writing aﬁout Utah's
schools and teachers with more objectivity.™ Dr.‘Charles S. ‘
Pete:ﬁon‘;nd-Dr. Frederick S: Buchanan have both published articles
;n the hisgory of education in Utah which show 2 more ba anced

‘'view of the past than the previous generation of scholars\ would »
- ¢
have been likely o portray. ‘ .

The sources of the educational history of Utah _in libraries

»

. - , . . 3
~and archives .are considerable. The Archives of the Histgrical
Department of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

is an especially valuable resource. The minutes bf Mormon ward

*
and stake‘meetings-?re a source which has not yet been fully
investigated. Pioneer diaries, letters and autobiographies \ .
1

are also valugble. . . ’ . . .

Each of the cbllege and universities in Utah have some
. - - .

archival materials relating. to.the history of education in the °

state. Much of what is available in these collections is listed
LRl . N

T—in the bibliography of the Countty School Legacy Project.” How-

ever, much archival material is not listed due to the usual.
: . : <
difficulties of cataloging and indexing manuscript materials. ~ - *

Grs

) . Two ﬁgéburces should be mentioned which arh not within

the state of Utah. These are the Bancroft Libfary-aﬁ the Univer=-.

-

- sicy of California at Berkele# and ‘the collection of Mormon:

Aéericana at Yale University. .Both of®these colietionf are a;ail- .
M ablé tb schdlaré on‘microfilm. The Béﬁcroft Collection, ‘in pa?ti-. ‘

cular, has a great deal of material which relates to early schools
w “in Utah. Tb° orlglnal collectlon of H.H. BanCroft which was col-’

[ Lected in the 1870¢s .has been=augmented by materials collected Y

in thé 1930's by a W.P.A. project directed by Hugh O0'Neill.

+
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Together thesd reseurces, both printed and archival, \

represent a_valuéble resource for studies of the hiSt:jV of | .
> P

»

¢ducation in Utah. It,is to be hoped that the impetu roviged

‘' by the'Cbuntry School Legacy Project will stimulate new investi-

4

gations of the histoxy of Utah's schools. %
: ’ - . .{'" - .. ’(,
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