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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed 4-

to make information. on relevant dWertations available to userg of the ERIC:

system. Monthly issues of.Dissertatt7 Abstracts International are reviewed:in

order to compile abstracts of AltSertations on related topics, which thus

become accessible in searches of ,the ERIC data base. Ordering tnfdrmation for

f,
the dissertations themselves is included at the end 'ef the bibliography.

Abstracts of.the following dissertations are included in this. collection:

Anderson, Ca lyn C.
THE DEVELOPM AND VALIDATION OF THE

INFORMAL READING READINESS INVENTORY:
A METHOD OF INDIVIDUALLY APPRAISING
THEPRECURSORY SKILLS OF TIP BEGIN-
NING READER

Bonine, Peggy Sue
THE EFFECTS OF'DIAGNOSTIC/PRESCRIPTIVE

'
READING, INSTRUCTION AND TRADITIONAL
BASAL READING INSTRUCTION ON THE READ-
ING ACHIEVEMENT OF THIRD AND FOURTH,

GRADE STUDENTS

Charles, Linda Swanson
THE EFFECTS OF TASK DIFFICULTX ON DIS-
TRACTIBILITY ON A READING TASK FOR GOOD

AND POOR READERS

Cleland, Craig)Ohn . .

A STUDY TO DEVELOP AND VALIDATE A PRO-
CEDURE FOR PREDICTING THEFpTURE PER-
FORMANCE OF FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS ON
THE SEVENTH GRADE pRM OF THE MARYLAND
FUNCTIONAL READING EST

Ekstarnd, Gail Ellen
A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTING

tHIRD G ERS'IN INTERPRETIVE READING

COMPRE SION USING THE BASAL READER

Freeland, William Darrell'
..SELECTED VARIABLES RELATED TO EARLY
PREDICTION OF PERFORMANCE ON A DIS-
TRICT READNG PROFICIENCY TEST

°

Horvath, John Michael
EDUCATIONAL COGNITIVE STYLE AND THE
ASSESSMENT OF READING COMPREHENSION

Light, Martha, Carolyn
A LONGITUDINAL STUDY QF THE EFFECTS

OF A KINDERGARTEN READING PROGRAMME

Longo, Judith Arlene
"..THE RELATIVE READABILITY OF TENCOLLEG-
-IATE ENGLISH HANDBOOKS WITH A VALIDATION
OF THE FRY READABILITY GRAPH FOR 'LEVELS .

13-17

Lynch, Susan Scott
I

AN INVESTIGATION TO STUDY THE RELATION-
SHIP BETWEEN A, NORM-REFERENCED SECONDARY
READING TEST AND A CRITERION-REFERENCED
FUNCTIONAL LITERACY TEST

4

McArthur, Janice Rae
AN ANALYSIS OFREADING MISCUE PATTERNS .

AND COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE MADE BY,"'''

FOURTH AND SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS IN
REGULAR AND REMEDIAL CLASSROOMS,

Menken, 'Gregory Eliott , -,-

A COMPARISON OF THE PERFORMANCE' OF ,
'READING DISABLED AND NON READING DIS-
ABLED CHILDREN ON A TIME/SPEECH COM-

PRESSION TASK y

Montalvo, Nancy Ann
AN EVALUATION, OF THE LANGUAGE- CENTER

1?.......

FOR LIMITED AND NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING
STUDENTS' IN THE ALUMROCK-UNION_ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN/SAN JOSE,

CALIFORNIA

Patton, A. C. Mitchell
AN ASSESSMENT OF METROPOLITAN READING °.

PROGRAMS IN SELECTED TEXAS. PUBLIC MID-
DLE INTERMEDIATE AND JUNIOR HIGH

, SCHOOLS .



PeltzmAn, Doris Lambert
DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUA-

'--. TION OF A STAFF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
IN A COMPREHENSIVE READING/COMMUNICA-
TION ARTS CURRICULUM

') Podolak, James Joaquin Pena
USING READABILITY ESTIMATES TO MEA-
SURE 4ADUNDANCY OF,A CLOZE INSTRUMENT

Renfrow, Gladys Spann
A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY. OF PARENTAL IN-
VOLVEMENT USING THE PENNSYLVANIA
COMPREHENSIVE ,READING/COMMUNICATION

44
ARTS PLAN

Rosen, Janet W.
FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH IMPROVING OR
NON-IMPROVING SCORES IN READING ON THE
MICHIGAN EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT,PRO-
GRAM TEST

Salinger, Terry Sickler
THE DEVELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF AN
INSTRUMENT TO SURVEY COGNITIVE AND MNE-,
MONIC STRATEGIES USED LW PROBLEM-SOLVING

Seymour,'Cathleen Reed
AN EXAMINATION OF SKILLS PREREQUISITE
TO "MINIMUM STANDARDS/MAXIMUM GOALS
IN READING FOR LOUISIANA GRADES 1-12"
AS IDENTIFIED BY TWO GROUPS OFLOUIS-
IANA EDUCATORS 1

Smith, Thomas Michael
AN ASSESSMENT OF THE READABILITY OF THE
EXPERIENTIAL WORLD INVENTORY USING THREE

MODIFIED READABILITY FORMULAS

Strong, Mary Winifred
STUDENT SELF-TRACKING WITH A MICROCOM-
PUTER: TEE.INCENTIVE EFFECT UPON
READING ATTITUDE AND"WIK PRODUCED

Taylor, Wendelin Ann Davis
THE EFFECTS OF THE STETSON READING-
SPELLING APPROACH.ON THE SPELLING.
ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDE OF SELECTED
FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD GRADE STU-
DENTS IN THE PASADENA INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT 0

Thomas, A. Louise
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOOD AND POOR
READERS' AWARENESS OF READING SCHEMATA
AND THEIR PERFORMANCE ON A MEASURE OF

READING COMPREHENSION

Tobin, Aileen Webb
A MULTIPLE DISCRIMINANT CROSS-VALIDA-
TION OF THEFACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH
THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRECOCIOUS READING

ACHIEVEMENT

Whitson, Barbara Lee
RELATIONSHIPS AMONG MEASURES OF IN-
TELLIGENCE ANDEADING ACHIEVEMENT
IN YOUNG GIFTED CHILDREN

4

Williams, Janice Southerland
AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED PSYCHOLINGUISTIC
INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS FOR THE REMEDIATION
OE LEARNING DEFICIENCIES AMONG EARLY
ELEMENTARY CHILDW

Young, Charleise Toland
THE INFORMAL READING INVENTORY: ITS

LINGUISTIC VALUE IN SECOND LANGUAGE
READING ASSESSMENT



THE DEVELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF THE INFORMAL
READING READINESS INVENTORY: A METHOD OF
INDIVIDUALLY APPRAISING THE PRECURSORY SKILI,,S OF
THE BEGINNING READER . Order No.8127544
ANOERSON, CAINLyN C PH D University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaig n 1981. 157pp.

. To validate the Informal Reading Readiness Inventory (IRRI),
kindergarten and first grade studies were conducted in three central
Illinois school districts during the 1p79.1980 school year. The
Kindergarten Study established that a significaht mean gain (p <.01)
in scores existed %Man 89 students were tested in September and
Apnl with the IRRI. Concurrent validity was determined,by April
testing with the Metropolitan Readiness Test (r = 51, p< U1, n = 78).
An Alpha reliability coefficient of .94 (n =.123) was calculated from
fall IRRI data. Sex and ethnic difference was discovered when a two
tailed test with an alpha of .20 was applied to fall data Bias was not
found to be significant on spring IRRI data.

The First Grade Study, to estimate predictive validity, correlated
the IRRI with the California Achievement Test Reading, 1970 (r .117,

p < .01, n = 69) and the Metropolitan Achievement Test: Total
Reading, 1970 (r = .66. p < .01, n = 73). The Alpha reliability
coefficient calculated on fall IRRI data was .92 (n = 182). Sex'and
ethnic difference were evident when tested with alpha set at 20. Nine
raters recorded student responses. The variance among raters was
not statistically significant. A First Grade TestRetest Study was
conducted over a four week period in August using the same form of
the IRRI. A correlation of .66 (p < 01, n = 40) was achieved All
teachers indicated they used IRRI information to group for instruction
and found the instrument to'be both sensitive to detecting students'
abilities and convenient to administer.

THE EFFECTS OF DIAGNOSTIC/PRESCRIPTIVE READING
INSTRUCTION AND TRADITIONAL BASAL READING
INSTRUCTION ON THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF THIRD
AND FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS OrderNo. 8127367
BONINE, PEGGY SUE, Eo D. East Texas State University, 1981. 118pp
Adviser: Bill B. Bryant

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was to evaluate
the reading achievement of two groups of randomly selected third-
and fourthgrade children who were taught reading by -two different
learning modes. Objective °data were collected to determine if there
were significant differences between the reading achievement of
students who received diagnostic reading instruction and the reading
achievement of students who received the traditional basal reading
instruction,

Procedure. The subjects selected for this study were third-end
fourth - grade students enrolleckin Northeast Texas suburban
elementa hoots. The test used was the Bernell Loft Specific skill
Series. Th pretest and posttest diagnostic test measured eight skills
Working wi Sounds, Following Directions, Using the Context,
Locating the Answer, Gettin the Facts, Getting the Main Idea.
Drawing Conclusions, and Detecting the Sequence.

In order to contribute empirical support in conducting this
investigation, thirty-two hypotheses were formulated. An analysis of
covariance war used to testeach hypothesis. The pretest reading
scores and intelligence quotients (10) were used as covariates. The
alpha level was set at .05.

Findings. An analysis of covariance revealed that of the thirty-two
hypotheses identified in this-itudy, eighteen hypotheses were
rejected and fourteen hypotheses were not rejected. The findings '
were as follows: (1) There was a significant difference in the reading
achievement of thirdgrade girls favoring the experimental group in
fou r,skifl areas out 'of the eight skills tested. (2) There was no
significant difference in the reading achievement of third-grade girls
in four skill areas out of the eight skills tested (3) There was a

isignificant'difference in the reading achievement of thirdgrade boys
, favoring the experimental group in two skill areas out of the eight
Otitis tested. (4) There was a significant difference IR the reading
achievement of thirdgrade boys favoring the control group in one
skill area out of the eight skills tested (5) There was no significant
difference in the reading achievement of third-grade boys in five skiff
areas out of the eight skills tested: (6) There was a iignificant
-difference in the reading achievement of fourth-grade girls favoring
the experimental group in six skill areas out of the eight skills tested.
(7) There was no significant difference in the reading achievement of
fourthgrade girls in two skill areaskout of the eight skills tested.
(8) There wad tsignificant differeFice in the reading achievement of
fourthgrade boys faVoring the experime%tal groUp in five skill areas

out of the eight skills tested. (9) There was no signifidant difference in
the reading achievement of fourthgrade boys in three skillareas out
of the eight skills tested.

Conclusions. Conclusions of this study were as'f ollows- (1) When
compared with the traditional basal approach of teaching reading, the
diagnostic/prescriptive approach of teaching reading does provide
for moderate impfovenient of the reading skills of elementary school
students. (2) Each of the two Methods of teaching reading was
effective in increasing student reading achievement (3) Generally
fourth-grade students made more progreis usulg the
dia5nostic/prescriptive approach to,reading than did third-grade
students Specificallythe fourth-grade students made greater
progress in almost twice'as many of the skill areas taught as did the
third-grade students (4) Analysis of the group performance of third-
and fourth-grade students in the diagnostic /prescriptive approach,
showed a significant difference on thesubtests, Working with Sounds
and Locating the Artswer (5) Analysis of the group performanCe of
thkiand fourthgrade students in the diagnostic
prescriptive/approach showed no significant difference on the .
subtest. Getting the Main Idea. (6) Analysis of the group performance
of third-grade boys showed a significant difference favoring the
control group on the subtest, Detecting the Sequence.

THE EFFECTS OF,TASK DIFFICULTY ON DISTRACTIBILITY
ON A READING' TASK FOR GOOD AK) POOR READERS

Order No. 8113827

CHARLES, LcmA SWANSON, Pn.D University of California. Los Angeles,
1980. 141pp. Co-Chai Professor Gerald J. Mahoney, Professor Judith S.

Margolis

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of task difficulty on
the vulnerability of good and poor readers to the effects of visual distracters

individual has sufficient spare capacity to allocate some attention to
within a rding task. According to Kahneman (1973), when a task is easy,
an indivi
ureleviht stimuli, and consequently, performance will not be disrupted.
When task demands are high, any attention drawn off from the central task
will disrupt performance.

Research on the relative effects of distracters on the performance of
good and poor readers has failed to eqmliv. task difficulty for the groups .
compared. Typically, the reading performance of the poor readers in the
non-distraction condition has been lower than that of good readers. Iris
possible, therefore, that poor readers are performing at or near their
capacity hmithtions prior to the addition of irrelevant stimuli. When
distracters are added to a task, difficulty is indeased still further. Tfie
relatively greater distraction effects demonstrated by poor readers may
therefore be a function of task difficulty whichhas exceeded capacity limits
rather than differences in selective attention.

A selective reading task adapted from the one used by Willows (1974)
was administered individually to 48 fourth grade'children classified as poor
readers and good readers based on performance on a standardized oral
reading test. The procedures may be surnmarizedas follows: After the
administration of a screening instrument, each child was presented were
established individually for each child, and order of presentation.was from
easy through difficult Of the two passages at each difficulty level, the non-
distraction passage was typed double-spaced. The distraction passage was
identical jg form except that red words were typed between the black lines
of type. Hilf the children read the distraction passage before the
nondistracnon passage at each difficulty leveL All children read six passages
in addition to two practice passages. After each story was read aloud, the
child silently read and answered multiple choice questions on She content
of the story. This design, provided a comparison of reading performance at'
thre't difficulty levels, a measure of the influence of distracters at
difficulty level, and a comparison of these effects for poor and good ders.

The findings indicated that the methodology was successful in that the
tasks were not more difficult for one group than another. As predicted,
reading performance declined as task difficulty increased, and different es
we?e significant between each difficulty level. The performance of poor
readers was not more disrupted by the distracters than the performance of
good readers. However, contrary tp predictions, distraction effects were not
significant at any level of task difficulty. Liputed evidence kr support of the
1pothesis that task difficulty influences vulnerability to distraction was
provided by Contlational data

These findings were interpreted as indicating that poor readers are not-
more distractible than good readers when tasks are not more difficult for
them. Hqwever, as the distracters used in this'study did not affect reading
'performance at any difficulty level. the relationship of task difficulty and
distractibilit) remains unclear It is proposecithit: until the principles
go% erning this relationship are known, research on selective attention and
diStractibilit) is limited to comparisons where non-distraction
ferformance is equll. Establishing difficulty levels individuall) for children
in comparison studies is one way the effects of distraction may be studied
without the confounding effects of unequal task difficult). ,

a?'



A STUDY TO DEVELOP AND VALIDATE A PROCEDURE FOR
PREDICTING THE FUTURE PERFOR.VUNCE OF FIFTH GRADE
STUDENTS ON THE sEVE.vni GRADE )1231 OF THE
MARYLAND FUNCTIONAL READING TEST Order No. 8116462

CLELOT.). Cum JOrtN, PH D Universu) of Maryland. 1980. 197pp.
Supervisor: Robert M Wilson

The purpose of this study 'A as to develop and validate a procedure for
predicunir. from existing measures of reading achiev en\ ent and intelligence,
the future perfonnancestf fifth grade students on Form A of the Afar land
Functional Reading Test The test is reliuired Statewide in Mary land for
accountability and minimum competency purposes

The in esugauon was designed as a descnpuv e study From out of the
total seventh and ninth grade populauon of a large, suburban Mary land
county. t1.1. o random samples were selected. The seventh grade sample of
1.030 students was used to develop a prediction procedure and to conduct
three accuracy checks The ninth grade sample of 185 students was used to
check the accuracy of the predicuon procedure over nine

The three scores recorded by the researcher for each student were the
following (1) fifth arade percentile rank on the reading comprehension
subtest of the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills: (2). fifth 'grade standard age score
on the Cognitive Abilities Test Non- Verbal Batter): and (3) seventh grade
total percentage on Form A of the 31 aDland Functional Reakng Test
(34FRT).

A dot cross validation of the seventh grade sample was undertaken
to es:,rnate Clie degree of shrinkage of the R2 Low (0-85). middle (86-94),
and h.gh (95-1.00) achievement ranaes V. ere identified based upon a
cumJ:at.v e frequency d..sfrib.ition of student scores on Form A of the
MFRT A prediction eq,lar.,on V. as calculated using 'multiple linear

regress,on anal. sis The iw fifth grade scores were the predictor %aHaYes
and the M FRT score was Lt,ecritenon variable Predicted MFRT values
V. ere calc,,,ated for each of the students A multiple correlation of 65,0 was
associated with the prediction equation. The accuracy of the predicnon
procedure was detemiinld by comparing each student's predicted and
actual MFR Tscores. If both scores cell within the same achievement range.
thetprocedure was judged to have a&urately predicted performance for
that student The procedure correctly predicted high achievement, middle
achievement, or low achievement for 62.8% of the seventh grade sample
and for 63 2% of the ninth grade sample. Using a two range clissificanon
scheme, the procedure correctly predicted low or other achievement for
84 8% of the seventh grade sample and for 816% of the ninth grade sample.
Of the three identified achievement ranges, the prediction procedure
provided the highest prediction accuracy fpr students predicted to score in
the high range The accuracy of the procedure over time was checked using
the ninth grade sample. The accuracy Of the prediction procedure did not
appear to be adversely affected by either extreme prediaor scores of tune.

Several implications were drawn from the study. The-data from the-
study suggested further investigation into the relationship of the skills
involved in'general textual reading comprehension and in functional
reading comprehension. The accuracy of the procedure suggested that it
might be used as a screening deuve for identifying probable candidates for
evaluation and possible rernediafion in the area of functional reading. It
was also suggested that similar prediction procedures might be de4loped
in other LEAs using guidelines developed in the study. Implications for
research that were suggested by the results of the study included the
following: (1) -development and validation of other prediction equations
based upon sunilarprocedures:.(2) comparison of prediction procedures
with teacher nomination; and (3) extension of a predicnoi procedure into
lower grades.

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTING THIRD
GRADERS EN INTERPRETIVE READING COMPREHENSION
USING THE BASAL READER Order No. 8115971

40

&STRAND, GAIL ELLEN, ED b. Temple University, 1980. 257pP

The purpose of this study was to determine the effect of instructing
third graders of three different levels of general reading ability for a ,five
month period in interpretive reading comprehension using material from
basal readers. Interpreuve reading comprehension skills were considered to
be those that pertain to identifying and understanding the relationships of
ideas that are not explicitly stated in the text. The interpretive skills that
were studied were formulating the main idea, making comparisons and
contrasts, sequencing, three levels of inferring cause-effect relationships.
and two levels of drawing conclusion's.

0

Eighty-five third graders participated in the study Forty-eight students
in the experimental group were given instruction in four interpretive
reading comprehension skills. Thirty-seven students in the control group
received lessons in vocabulary development-

Four null hypotheses were tested Two involved testing the difference
between two treatment groups in (1) final vocabulary and comprehension
achievement and (2) final comprehension achievement Both vocabulary
and comprehension achievemint were measured using the Gates
MacGinitie Reading Test, Level C. The third hypothesis involved testing the
difference between the two treatment groups on each of nine interpretive
reading skills that were measured on a test developed by the author called
the Interpretive Rcading Comprehension Test. For the fourth hypothesis,
the total sample was divided into three general reading ability groups and
comparisons were made of the interpretive reading comprehension scores
between the two treatments and among the three reading abilities.

The Interpretive Reading Comprehension Test, written to determine the
,effect of instrucnon, consisted of thirty-nine open-ended questions written
for three reading selections Two selectiOns were taken from basal readerg
the instructional tool used in the study The third selection was taken from
a social studies text to demonstrate the application of interpretive reading
Comprehension skills to another area of the cumculum.

The results of the one way analysis revealed that the final scores for the
two groups in both vocabulary and comprehension-were not significantly
different from each other. Significance was obtained on the interpretive
reading comprehension test in favor of the experimental group on
questions measuring two levels of cause-effect relatiodships, making
coinpansons. and making contrasts Significance was not obtained on
questions measuring the highest level of cause-effect relationship, two levels
of drawing conclusions, formulaung the main idea, and sequencing

The Newman-Keuls Test was used to compare the three reading ability
groups on the nine skills with significant differences in reading
achievement High and low groups were significantly different on all of the
nine skills and on the total score Significant differences were obtained
between middle and low ability students in two levels of cause-effect and
the total reading score The high and middle groups attained significance
on the total score but not on any of the individual scores.

An examinauon of the answers to the Interpretive Reading
Comprehension Test revealed that the examiner should have probed more
in an attempt to have the students focus on the correct fisponse Students
in the expenmental group appeared to have benefited from instruction
during the five mouths in four of the nine levels of skills Perhaps a longer
amount of nine would have yielded different results

The use of the basal as the instructional tool for teaching interpretive
reading coniprehension has possibilities However, inservice programs
should beheld to acquaint teachers with appropnate insirucuonal strategies
so that they can be better prepared to implement an interpretive reading
comprehension program

SELECTED VARIABLEStELATED TO EARLY PREDICTION
OF PERFORMANCE ON A DISTRIST READING PROFICIENCY
TEST

FREELAND, WILLIAM DARRELL, ED.D. University of Southern California,
1981. Chairman: Professor Charles M. Brown

Problem. tillimerous American states, including California, have
passed legation designed to inlprove the quality of education. After
June 1980, any student-who has not met proficiency requirements in
reading, writing, and computation shall not receive a diploma from a
California high school. The major purpose of this study-wasto
ascertain whether, students most likely to fail a district,reading

, proficiency test Could be identified through information located in -
schoql records before the test was administered:The possibility of
this identification was determined by establishing whether significant
relationships,exist between success on the reading proficiency test
and intelligence, reading achievement test results, home language,
and sex.

Methodology, A sample of 175 tenth grade students was randomly
seledted from two high schools. Instruments used for the variables of
intelligence, reading achievement test results, and home language
were, respectively, the Slosson Intelligence Test, thetomprehensive
Test of Basic Skills (CTBS), the Nelson Reading Test, and the Home
Language Survey. Pearsonian correlations werecalculated for the ..,
'total distribution of 'scores and biserial correlatipns were calculated
for the'patts/fall dichotomy: Chi-square and f tests of statistical.
significance were calculated for sex and hOme language. A series of
eight multiple regressions was calculated. r



Findings. (1) Correlations established significant relationships for
all variables. The highest correlation was obtained for the Slosson
Intelligence Test. All 12 correlations between the proficiency test and
reading achievement tests were significant, with the Nelson Reading
Ti At maintaining a stronger relationship than the CTBS (2) Chi-
squares were calculated for the variables ohbome language and sex
A significdnt relationship was found between home language and the
proficiency test No significant relationship was found between the
proficiency test and sex. (3) The t test of statistical significance was
used for the variables of home language and sex. A significant
difference was found for students who had English as a home
lehguage in contrast to those with a home language other than
English. No significant difference was found in the means obtained by
males and females (4) The multiple regression that best predicted
performance within the total range of scores on the proficiency test
included the Slosson Intelligence Test, Nelson vocabulary, CTBS
comprehension and CTBS vocabulary (5) The multiple regression
that best predicted performance in relation toihe pass/fail dichotomy
included the Nelson vocabulary and home language

Conclusions. (1) Performance On the proficiency test is positively
correlated with intelligence, reading achievement Results, and home
language (2) A significant relationship exists between home
language and success on the proficiency test. (3) There is no
relationship between the sex of the student and performance on the
proficiency test (4) A larger amount of the vanance can be
accounted for using a combination of independent variables

(5) Students in need of remediation can be identified early in the
ninth grade year

Recomm
considered in ter s of the total distribution'df scores as well as on a

ions (1) The proficiency test results should be

pass /fail iasis (2) The vocabulary section of the Nelson Reading
Test should receive continued use as a predictive instrument
(3) Students whose home language is Spanish should receive
,intensive English instruction (4) Prethctive information in students'
cumulative files shoUld be utilized (5) A remediation program
commencing early in the ninth grade should be instituted
(6) Replication of this study in other districts, including the
elementary grades, should be made (7) The interrelatedness of test
success and affective measiires should be investigated (8) The
involvement of educators imworkshops designed to disseminate
-knowledge regarding variables that affect proficiency teit
performance -is recommended.

EDtCATIONAL ,COGNITI VE STYLE AND THE ASSESSMENT
OF READING COMPREHENSION Order No. 8116721

, HoavAni, JOHN MICHAEL. PH D The University of Conneclicur,1980

'158pp. . e -

Although the work of Hill (1967), Neisser (1976) and Smith (1968) leads
to the expectation that there is a relationship'between reading
comprehension and cogninv e style, no empirical demonstration of this
expectation appears in the literature This stud) seeks to empincall) reduce
uncertainty about the relationships between cognmv e style and reading
comprehension. The major function of this study is to exhibit for

)exanunaqon the relationships between descriptions of the cognitive
structure of individuals and the ways those individuals perform on a

standardized reading comprehension test
The defined population of subjects used in.this study is made up of all

eighth grade students enrolled at two urban schools The combine ighth

grade population for both schools during that period of time is
approumately three hundred sixty-five students From this population one
hundred forty-one students are selected to form the sample for this study

Allroups include both male and female' students .

Criterion measures of reading comprehension based on Test R, Reading
Comprehension Subtest of Form 8, Ley el 14 of the Iowa Tests of Basic
Skills are arab zed as they relate to elements of cogniuve style Pearson
Product Moment Correlauons and Paltial Correlauons, One-Way Analysis

of Covariance and Stepse-Multiple Regression Equations are obtained

between the reading comprehension measures and the elements of '
cognitive style _

A summary of the findings suggest that the qualitative elements of
cogruuve style are, in some instances, significantly correlated with the
dependent variables fact, inference and generkhzauon levels of reading
comprehensma One-Way Analy sis of Coy ariance &fa suggests that
significant differences in adjusted mean reading comprehension scores
(fact inference and generalization) dist for students grouped according to
the major and other orientations of some o(the cognitive style elements
The Multiple Regression Analysis reviali that the square of R values for a
'number of the cognitive style elements (predictor variables) account for

significant proportions of the variance di reading comprehension.
.:.

A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF /9'
KINDERGARTEN READING pROGRANINit
LIGHT. MARTHA CAROLIN PH I) Universio qfToronto (Canada). 1980 -

A controversy exists o'er the value of visually -based pre-first grade
reading progranimes Advocates contend that a "%,hole word" approach to
beginrugg reading at an early age will facilitate the do efEipment of a sight
ocabulary They assume that this process will eventually generalize so as to

enable the reader to understand the correspondences between sound and
letter, and will improv e word attack skills so that the child can read new
words easily Thus the early start leads to a maintained head start in
reading. An alternative point of view is that these ''phonic inferences" do

-not derive spontaneously from a sight vocabulary learned at an early age.
The tatter position considers that phonic development requires a mektal
ability that is riot necessary for the acquisition of a sight vocabulary. One.
must wait until the child's brain has matured sufficiently before introducing
phonics. This position questions whether any advantage to participating in
a pre-first grade reading programme based bn the development of sight
vocabulary. generalizes to aspects of reading beyond what was taught
(either immediately or later) or endures over tune.

The present study tests these opposing theoretical positions. It reports
the reading achievement in grades two, three and four on Metropolitan
Achievement Tests (MAT), subtests Word Knowledge and Reading, of
children who participated in a one-year kindergarten reading programme,
as compared to classmate controls who did not The reading programme
was based on the development of a sight vocabulary of words which were
most meaningful to each child. The development of phonics was not
stressed.

The present study included a retrospective and a prospective
component The retrospective analysis evaluated the long-term effect of the
early reading programme on word recognition skills. MAT subtests
Language, Spelling, Math Computation, Math Concepts and Problem
Solving were included in grades three and four to determine whether any
long-term advantage generalized to other school subjects. The Bristol Social
Adjustment Guide provided further information.

The short-term advantage of paincipauon in the reading programme
was mvesugated prospectively by comparing a second cohort of
experimental and control children on measures of visual and phoneme
discrimination skills at entry into junior kindergarten and in senior
kindergarten immediately after two years of the reading programme. These
groups were compared- . on reading achievement

The results indicate t the indirdpalized-development of a sight
vocabulary in kinder:. . did have a-Posttive effect on later reading
achievement An initial advantage on word recognition skills was to be
expected as this aspect of reading had been specifically taught But this
advantage did not dwindle over nine. Indeed; experimental subjects were
increasingly superior in successive grades. They enjoyed some advantage in
Problem Solving and Math Concepts subtests (which inctel an element
of reading). But no significant differences were seen betw experimental
and control groups on langUage or spelling skills (which are customarily
based on phonics), nor on math computation skills. Nor did any immediate
advantage accrue with respect to the development of specific cognitive
readiness skills. .

The two competing theoretical positions are both, in part, supported by
the results of this study. The mitt), start did lead to a maintained advantage NI
in reading, which endured oiler tinic-But phonic skills development was
not facilitated by the early reading instruction. This finding supports the
view that phonic development is age-related. It is more likely that the
kindergarten reading programme eased the students,into reading with the
result that they entered later grades with superior classroom skills in
reading, which were maintained through regular classroom instruction.

THE RELATIVE READABILITY OF TEN COLLEGIATE ENGLISH
,-IDIANDBOOS WITH A VALIDATION OF THE FRY

READABIL4tY GRAPH FOR LEVELS 13.17
A Order No.8124322

Lorroo, JUOITH ARLENE, PH.D Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
1981. 142pp.,Cheirman' Dan H Tannacito

The purpose of the study is twofold' to assess the read abi "ty of
'English handbooks intended for use by college freshmen and
provide comparative validity data for levels 13.17 of the Fry
Read aNity Graph No readability studies of college English texts have
been done and the Fry Graph has no been validated at these levels

Handbooks were chosen primarily from those whose content had
been evaluated in Barbara Currier Bell's "Choosing a Reference Book
for Writing," College Composition and Communication, 32 (1981), 38-
46. The following ten handbooks were selected for analysis:

) Sheridan Baker, The Complete Stylist and Handbook, 1976.

t



(2) Sylvan Barnet and Marcia Stubbs's Practichl Guide to Writing, 3rd
ed , 1980. (3) Frederick Crews, The Random House Handbook, 3rd
ed , 1980 (4) Robert M Gorrell ancCharlton Laird, Modern English
Handbook, 6th ed , 1976 (5) Harbrace College Handbook, John C
Hodges and Mary E Whitten, ed , 1977 (6) Heath's College
Handbook of Composition, Langdon Elsbree, Frederick Bracher and
Nell Altizer. ed 9th ed , 1976 (7) The Macmillan Handbook of
English, John M Kierzek and Walker Gibson, rev by Robert F
Willson, Jr 6th ed , 1977 (8) James M McCrimmon, Writing With a
Pu rpose, 7th ed , 1980 (9) Dean Memenng and Frank O'Hare, The
Wr ter s Work, 1980 (10) Writer's Guide andindex to English, Dav;c1
Ebbitt and Wilma R Ebbitt, eds 6th ed , 1978

The study establishes the readability of the paragraph, essay, and
research sections of each handbook according to four readability
formulas Most handbooks ranked at about twelfth grade reading
level

The history of readability research in the twentieth century is
detailed and all relevtnt literature pertinent to the Fry formula is
reviewed. Co ative validity data for the Fry graph were gathered
by applying thre additional formulas, the DaleChall, the Flesch, and
the FarrJenkinsPaterson

The relatively low number of handbook passages measured a%
college grade levels diminishes the amount of data available for a
validation study. However, seven samples ranked at college
readability according to the Fry graph. Of the twenty-one possible
comparisons to the levels from the other three formulas, twenty
concurred with the Fry grade equivalents. The data indicate a
promising beginning toward validating levels-13-17 of the graph.

AN NVESTIG ATION TO STUDY THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEE_N A NORM-REFERENCED SECONDARY READLNG
TEST AND A CRITERIONIthYRE_NCEDiFUNCTIONAL
LITERAC1 TEST Order No. S114337

LYNCH, SLSO Scort, PH.D L'rilltrsit) of South Carolind\1980 108pp

The purpose of this study was to in% esneate the relanonship of student
performance on a norm-referenced secondary' reading teft and a cntenon
referenced fiincnonal literacy test. The total readthg test Trom the
Comprehenme Test of Basic Skills, Form S, Lei, el 4, (CTBSZS,,Le% el 4)
was the norm-referenced test used. The cntenon-referenced test wasThe
Assessment Of Basic Competencies in Reading (ABC readingtest), a
functional literacy test developed and alidated m South Carolina Since no
cntenon for passing the ABC reading test had been established, a minimum
passing Joel v.as determined. The sensitivity of the CTBS/S, Les el 4,
reading test and the ABC reading test to course content of ales enthgrade
English classes was explored.

Student scores on both the CTBS/S, Les el 4, reading test and the ABC
reading test were correlated. A multiple regression equation yielded a

- multiple r of 75 and a coefficient of determmanon, r. of 56.
A minimum positing level for the ABC reading test was determined

using the Nedelsk) method. The \f FL was calculated to be 94 correct from
-a total of 124 items The predicted (_ I BS /S, Les el 4, total reading test raw
score was calculated to be 34. which represents a grade equnalent of 81.

The relationship between course content and SilJdent performance on
the two reading tests was in% estigated. Lies enth-grade English teachers
completed a Course Content Questionnaire (CCQ) Teachers marked_
reading skills emphasized in then particular class. that is. teachers marked
the "kis iriciimune reading skills taught by the traditional content or
taught by life-related content. The formula, GIBS .kBC = CCQ yielded
a score v. hick is an indication of rellme coarse empties% The CCQ scores
were correlated with the ABC reading scores and the CTBS/S. Level 4,

reading scores The correlanon between the ABC reading test and the CCQ
was .20. the correlanon between the CTBS/S, reading test and the CCQ
was .17. The tiest determined there was no significant difference between
the pair of correlated coefficients

Other questions answereet w ere. (1) Is there a difference in the mean
ABC reading test score and a Low CCQ score and a high CCQ score? The
independent t-test was used: the t salve was not sigsuficant. (2) Is there a - ws'%%
difference in the mean CTBSIS, Level 4. reading test score and a low CCQ
score and a high CCQ score? The-independent t-test was used: the t value
was not significant. (3) Is there a difference between the mean CTBS/S.
Le'iel 4, reading tilit score and the mean ABC reading test score and a low
CCQ score and a high CCQ score? The dependent t-test was used: nen* t
salue was sigruficant.

The major conclusions were. (1) The CTBS/S, Les el 4, reading test
and the ABC reading test are measuring many of the same reading skills.
(2) Fifty-six percent of the vanauon in a student's score on the S/S,
Level 4. reading test can be predicted by the sananon in a stud 's score
on the ABC reading test. (3) A score of 94 on the ABC test is a g,ade
equisalent of 8 1 on the CTBS/S, Les el 4, total reading test and requires a
student io answer correctly 76% of the ABC test items (4) Only 4% of the
vanationin test scores can be attnbuted to sanauons in course content.
(5) The a% erage performance of students on either reading test does not
differ significantly whether there is relaw,ely e% en cour3e emphasis on
traditional and practical reading skills or whether there is more emphasis on
traditionaLreading skills (6) Neither of the two course emphases produced
relatively higher scores on either reading test

.

AN ANALYSIS OF READING MISCUE PATTERNS AND
COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE MADE BY FOURTH AND
SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS IN REGULAR AND REMEDIAL

CLASSROOMS OrderNo.8125649
MCARTHuR, JANICE RAE, Eo.D. Northern Arizona University, 1981.
118pp. Adviser: Dr. Donald L. Platz

This research investigation was an analytical study of syntactic
nd semantic reading miscues as they related to comprehension of.

o fourth and sixth grade students The population of the study was 55
students.

e Reading Miscue Inventory (RMI) was used to analyze the
cos ue patterns of students Mtscues,selected to be analyzed were'
the semantic and syntactic miscues as they related to
combrehengion

Frequency tabulationsand percentages'were used in reporting the
data for the four groups studied. The MannWhitney U nonparametric
test was used to analyze data for significance

Data was collected by having students read a story without
assistance into a tape recorder. The tapes were listened to and the
miscues were marked by the investigator. The miscues were analyzed
according to the RMI for syntactic and semantic acceptability.
Readers were also asked to retell the story in their own words. This
was used to measure comprehension.
- The data showed that there was no significant difference in the
semantic miscues made by the fourth grade students in the regular
classroom and remedial reading program The same results were
found with the sixth grade students in both groups.

A significant difference did occur when looking at the syhtactic.
miscues of the two fourth grade groups However, no"significant
difference was found in the syntactic miscue patterns of the two sixth
grade groups.

Also investigated,was meaning and partial meaning errors to
determine understanding The fourth grade students in the, regular
and remedial reading clasirooms showed a significant difference on

,,percent of meaning errors. The sixth grade reading groups showed,percent
significance in thelwo meaning categories.

The scores of au boys and girliused In the study were analyzed.
There was no significant difference foundtetween fourth grade boys
and gids in the categones analyzed. The sixth grade boys and gide''.
had scores which showed a significant difference f2r percent of
miscues and percent of meaning errors. The girls had a higher mean
score for these categones.

When analyzing miscue scores by grade level, it was found that
fourth grade students had a higher mean for percent of miscues than
did sixth grade students.Sixth grade students had a higher mean .

score for the,percent of semantic errors and the two types of meaning
errors.

The fourth grade remedial students showed that syntactic errors
had a relationship to meaning errors, which may have infliienced their
ability to understand what they read.

Some of the conclusions drawn from the study suggest tBat boys
may be placed in special reading programs for different reasons than
girls.

It was found that both fourth and sixth grade students mad mor,e
semantic errors that were tied in with partial meaning errors.

Teachers and clinicians should be aware that semantic miscues
are acceptable if the reader has gained meaning from the printed
page. Syntax may interfere with meaning for remedialleaders,
therefore, remedial reading programs should include instruction in
syntax.
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A COMPARISON OF THE PERFORMANCE OF READING
DISABLED AND NON READING DISABLED CHILDREN ON
TIME/SPEECH COMPRESSION TASK

ME.M(E'sGREGORY ELJOTT, PH D Unit.ersu> of Southern California. 1981
Chairman: Professor Gerald S Hasterok

Purpose This study was designed to investigate: (1) the effectiveness of
tune /speech compression task in determination of the presence of auditory
processing problems. (2) the degree to which it idenufied normal auditory
processors (NAP's) from disabled auditory processors (DAP's). and (3) the
effectiv en ess of group compansons based on av erage response latencies
(RL) and response accuracy (RA) when subjects responded to speech
col_np_ressed semantically meaningful and meaningless monosyllables

Procedures Subjects were 17 normal readers and three groups of 15
reading disabled boys Each experimental group had a specific reading
disabled subtype diagnosed on the Boder Reading-Spelling Patterns Test
( BRSPT) All subjects listened to an audio tape of fifty-four monosyllables:
presented at 0%. 50%. and 75% speech compression rates A timer designed
for this study measured response latencies from snmulus ininauon to
button pushing by a subject

Dependent measures for prediction and categonzanon of reading- .
disabled subtype were average RL and RA The data were analyzed using a
4 x 3x 3'x 2-Multiple Repeated Measures ANOVA Oneway ANOVA's
with post-hoc Student-Newman-Keuls group mean comparisons measured
group differences in mean RL and RA RL and RA were also assessed
based on word meaningfulness Separate ANOVA s compared group
means with each dependent variable A Multiple Regression analysiS
determined the extent to which average response latencies predicted
chronological age

Findings Analysts for response accuracy indicated significant main
effects for group membership as defined by the BRSPT Significantly fewer
errors were displayed by NAP's than DAP's Response latency
measurement alone was norpredicnve of group membership However. it
did discnmmate between the two DAP subcategories A Repeated
Measures A A revealed all groups made more errors on meaningless
than on meaningful words Word meaningfulness did not influence RL No
significant RL differences were apparent on comparison at 50% and 75%
compression Post-hoc comparisons showed liinger mean RL's at 0% than at
50% or 75% RA did not vary accor&hg to -degree of compression, nor did it
decrease in proportion to increases in age

Conclusions Analysis of the data in this study generally supported the
models of auditory processing upon which this study vfas based. Use of
tune/speech compression as described in this study appeared a worthwhile
approach for differenuation between normal- and' isabled-auditory
processors DAP s with reading disabilities were less efficient than NAP's m
the processing of oral language when compared on-measures of response
accuracy and, to a lets& extent, response latency. Significantly greater
errors by DAP's implies problems in speech sound discrimination and in
their ability to rapidly assess the presence of meaning Evidence was
uncovered that all children correctly identify meaningful words more often
than meaningless words. When used alone, response latency measures
discnmmate children with severe auditory processing disabilities from less
so ere') auditory disabled children

Results of this study suggest that use of tune/speech compressed
rrionossIlables with eompanson of RA and RL's between NAP's and DAP's
is useful in assessment of the intactness of the auditory processing
mechanism as it relates to reading skills

Recommendations Future investigations should examine:
(1) companson between NAP sand DAP's on differences in response
latency and error scores SA-1th the use of monosyllables versus sentential
approximauons and minimally phonemically different words,
(2) determination of the efficacy of use of tune /speech compression in
assessment of the inteTnty of the auditory procesing mechanism in pre-
school age children for earlv diag9osis (3) comparison of time/speech c
corkpressien measurement with results of Evoked Auditory Potenuaf tests:
and (4) employment of various methods of speech-sound signal distortion
to determine.which maximally identify children with auditory processing

-deficits
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AN EVALUATION OF THE LANGUAGE CENTER FOR LIMITED
AND NONENGLISH SPEAKING STUDENTS IN THE ALUM'
ROCK UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN SAN
JOSE, CALIFORNIA Order No. 8115431

Morfrktvo. NANCY ANN, ED.D University of San Fnzncisco.1980. 238pp.
Cliairperson: Rositz Galang . ' '

. .
Purpose of the Study The Alum Rock Union Element*" School

District in San Jose. California attempts to meetthe educanonal needs of
limited and non-English speaking students by providintbihngual classes
that serve students within boundaries of particular schools, and by
providing a central facility that serves students from several schools. The
latter serves students from eight.language backgrojinds.

`The purpose of this study was to assess the effectiveness of the
Language Center during its second year of implernentanon (1978.79) with
respect to student, teacher, aide, and classroom process outcomes.

Methodology The primary group, twenty-five Spanish-speaking
students in Grads K-8 at the Language Center, were compared to a dorm
group and a matched group of Spanish-speaking students in bilingual
classrooms at Mayfair and Mattison Schools. Data were also gathered from
eighty-two other Spanish-speaking students in Grades K-8 and also
teachers and aideNat the Center. Chi- square or Nests were used as
appropriate and content analysis was used with the desctipnvelata.

Results Student Outcomes (1) A coropanson of post-test scores of
Language Center students (grades K-8) and those of a norm group shOwed .
that the Center students obted significantly higher achievement scores in
English and Spanish leading. (2) A coniparion of post-test scores of
Language Center students and non-Center students (grades K-8) showed
no significant differences: However, the Language Center students averaged
3 percen tile points higher in English reading achievement and 10 percentile
points higher m Spanish reading achievement (3) There were significant
differences of higher self-esteem on 9 out of 58 items favoring the
Language Center students (grades 6-8) (4) There was a significant .

difference in attendance records favoring the Language Center students.
(5) There wereno significant differences between Language Center and
non-Center students in terms of student rating of instructors. (6) There
Were generally no significant; differences in the student's perception of the
classroom process Only one item was reported as significant, indicating .

. that the Language Center students felt-that the rules in their class changed . .more often.
Teacher and Aide Outcomes (1) The Language Center staff was .

generally satisfied with the program administration, student placement, and
overall student improvement

Classroom Process Outcomes (1) There were significant differences in
classroom processes.observed at the Language Center and non-Center
classroom: (a) Language Center teacheri utilized drilling while non-
Center teachers spent more time fac-ffitating oral and/or silent
readuig/xemewing: (b) non-Center teachers spent ten percent more time /
managing than Language Center teaches; (c) Language Center students
spent twenty-four percent more time involvecnn academic instruction and
interaction with the teacher than non-Center students; (d) ..the number and
use of bilingual materials were more apparent in the Language Center than
non-Center claccrOOIZIS; (e) During primary language instruction,
Language Center teachers and students used Spanish 94 percent of the time
while non-Center teachers and students used Spanish only 29'percent of the
time. (2) The findings on the nature and major characteristics of the
language Center indicated; (a) parent/community participauon was
limited; (b) instruction drew upon student's.own culuireand expenences;
(c) a varlet) of language experiences in both English and prima* language
was usecIN) there was a lack of pumar) language materials; staff wasr,,)

highly qualified and motivated: multiple Criteria for student- eaion and
placement was used; and (f) both staff and administration f supportive
of each 'other

Conclusions The results of this study indicated that the Language . '
Ceiter can bean effective organizational nrdel for the bilingual instruction
of limited and non-English speaking stildents in an elementary school
district. The results further suggest that the transfer Of students from
neighborhood sOoohs and their subsequent regrouping in a multi-lingual

' and multi-cultuonment would not be detrimental to their levels of
achievement or to their attitudes toward schooland toward themselves as
learners: ,. .
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AN ASSESSMENT OF METROPOLITAN READING PROGRAMS
LN SELEkTEIA, TEXAS PUBLIC MIDDLE, LNTEILMEDLA IE. AND
JUNIOR 'HIGH SCHOOLS , Order No.8116865

Parrox. A C.Mrrotaz., ED Du East Texas.note Unnersio, 1981. 106.PP.
Adviser: Dr James B. Wilson

Purpose of,th-e Study- The purpose pf this study was to exeurisohe
me `uopohtan reading programs in sel5ted Texas public middle.
intermediate, and junior high schools Specifically. techniques of '
instruction, academic preparation of reading instructors, and methods of
screening `students for participation in the reading programs w ere anal} zed
in order to -describe the structure of these' reading programs

Procedure The metropelnan, public intermediate schools in Texas were
selected if school distncts were designated as being metropolitan a&ording
to the Texas Almanac, ,1979- 1980 The Texas Schpol Director?, 1979-1980
identified those schools which had middle school. intermediate sthool. or
junior high school asia part of their title A total of 538 individual schools
were examined.

A quesuonnaire was used to gather the data A cover letter was sent
directly to each school principal with a request to forward thg letter to the
person or persons in charge of reading on that campus Respondents were

' asked to list his/her position as follows: pnncipal. reading specialist.
department chairperson. supervisor or coordinator. or classrooth teacher A
follov:-up letter w as sent to schools that had not responded after.rwo w eeks
This mailing Included a cover letter, a return,envelOpe. and a sun ey t
questionnaire

Findings Each responding school reported having some type of
instructional reading program Forty- percent of the respondents felt that
developmental reading was their choice of the type of reading-program to__
be offered at this level. A total of 45 percent of the schools placed the
eTesponsibility for reading with a special reading department. More schools
. required reading in the sixth grade than in other grades. All schools
reported having at least'twexfull-tithe reading itistnicto and 64 5 percent
of the schools did not employ4 part-time teacher. The most widely used
evaluative instrument was a standardized achievement rest

Conclusions or.i the findings of this study. conclusions relative to
reading programs in selected public, metropolitan, intermediate schools in
Texas were derived as follows: (.1) Developmental reading was the most
widely used program (2) More sixth graders were provided the
opportunity to receive reading instruction than were seventh, eighth, or
ninth graders (3) More students were grouped in class by teacher

-judgment onl than by any other method. (4) Students were evaluated
most often by a standardized achievment test'

DESIGN. IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION OF A STAFF
DEALOPMENT PROGRAM LN A COMPREHENSIVE
READLNG/CONLMUNICATION. ARTS CURRICULUM

r Order No. 8117675

PEL13241AN, DORIS Legman, ED D University of Pennsylvania1981.'
307ppy Chairperson: Morton Botel

S.t

The process of designing, unpfemennng, and evaluating a series of staff
development programs was aimed at changing the behaviors of Language
Skills Teachers and Title I Reading Aides The new aimailum was to be
Incorporated into the existing reading aimculum

A variety of field study techniques was employed to tracthis change
process. summauve ev aluanon s':parucipant and nonparticipant
obsdrvauons, pre--and post-attitude and opinion stuaays, obsecvanons of
Language Skills Teachers and Title I Reading Aides in the clashoom, logs,
journals. personal wnungs, checkliseinteniews and questionnaires.
provided detailed information relating to the program

Findings of the study indicated that the new curriculum was,
implemented in the majorttY, of selected schools; the behaviprs of Language
Skills Teachers and Title I Reading Aides wer.taltered as a result of the
staff development program: and the majority orLanguage Skills Teachers
became faahtatoys and change agents in their schools

The study provided insights'into the design of a staff development .
program,,to implement a new comprehensive reading/communicalion arts
curriculum; the development of a management system that could be used
in the design of future programs: and the ii,se of a holistic evaluation of a
staff development program and ;ts effects on the behaviors of Language
Skulk Teachers,,readmg aides, classroom teachets, anct pnnapals.
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USING RELIABILITY ESTIMATES TO MEASURE
REDUNDANCY OF A CLOZE INSTRUMENT

Older No. 81 2 2 31 7

Po DO LA K , JAMES JOAOUIN PENA, Pti.D4. University Al C010 rado.at

BoUlder,19e1. 116pp Director..Profesor. Donald E Carlin

The purpose of the study wasio measure the degree of
redundancy_ hich is reflected in responses of 100 Cloze instruzheilts
constructed from 20 passages ranging from grade 4 to 7 using a
verified methodology developed for the study The study assumed
that items which were redundant were dependent on each other Or on

a third factor The dependently of these items would be reflected in
their correlations The two methods of measuring redundancy were ,
(1) to _compare the degree to whh dependent responses would
influence three different reliabiliti estrm`ates:(2) to compare selpcted
median correlations of adjacent items of eelectd instruments The
three estimates of reliability were constructed to measure two types of
redundancy,,Redundancy I and Redundancy II. Redundancy I is that
redundancy reflected in causal relationships between sequential
respOnses Redundancy II is that redundancy found in paragraphs

The distortion of the reliability estimatesSeing a measure of
Xedundart-F,, was also a source of concern It could belhat the
reliability calculations were distorted by redundancy. The study`

' examined this question and suggested an appropriate reliability
, estimate for the doze instrument

The results of the comparisons indicate that when estimating the
reliabuty of the same instruments several different ways, the
differences in estimates were 'systematic and in many cases indicated
that there was at leastone type of redundancy measure: Redundancy

.11 The comparison of the adjacent and nonadjacent median
oorrelationsprovided rro meaningful information.

The effect of redundancy on reliability estimate% was 4

consequential irrthe case of one type of reliability estimate user
Hdwever, this estimate IS not one Which is normally used.

The results Of the study suggest that of thttwo types of
redundancy measured, only one exists to a degree in the 100
passages analyzed. .

The results of measuring Redundltncy II are consistent With earlier
studies which found the Cloze ihstument to have measured .

redundancy in one form or another.
It is important to those who feel that responses to a Cloze test

more clearly approximate the reading process than do the responses
on a multiplechoice test, to find more information on the construct of
the Cloze instrument. i

Although additional studies should be conducted before definitive
statements could be'made, this study Certainly adds information to the

This field study was concerned with the process of designing,
implementing, and evaluating altaff development`program to Introduce a
new comprehensive reading/oommunicinon arts aimculum into one of

-*the eight districts in'the Philadelphia schOol system. The stalely concentrated
on thineeh Title I elementary schools and took place over a peridd'of one
and a half years..

lathe time of this study, the Philadelphia Board of E ducancin was
involved in a process of implementing a Basic Reading Program for all
students in the school district and a Title I Reading Program for a specific

. pupil population. In addinowthe school board was encouraging
implementation of a new cumculum, The Pennsylvania Comprehensive
li,eadinVCOmmunilation ,arts Plan. This new curriculum appeared to this
researcher to be the link to bind together two separate rid distinct reading
programs and meet the unique needs of every pupil.

The researcher developed strategies to accomplish this task. The plan
was to follow a series of four stages: awareness.of the new curriculum: the
development of strategies tsrimplement the staff development program; the
introduction of th'e Coordinated Staff Development Program, and tht
follow-up. or evaluation of the program.

d.

construct of the Cloze instrument and perhaps to the reading pricess
. -
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A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF PAREN'TALI&N'VOLVE.MENT
USING THE PENNSYLVAN'liA COMPREHENSIVE
READENG/CONLMUNICATION ARTS PLAN Order No. 8117676

RENFROW, GuDYS SPANN ED D University of Pennsylvanza,1981 174pp

Since the Pennsylvania Comprehensive Reading/Communicanon Arts
Plan is relatively new in the area of improving skills, there has not been

much informauon on its effectiveness This study was one of several which

were conducted ufassess the effectiveness of PCRP,and to extend the

knowledge base about PCRP and the four cnucal areas (1) Responding to
Literature, (2) Self-Selected and Sustained Silent Reading,
(3) ComposingOral and Wntten, and (4) Inv esuganng and Mastenng

language Patterns
The purpose of this study was to descnbe the development of a model

parent involvement program in which parents became teachers of other

parents in the four cnncal experiences of PCRP The secondary purpose

was to examine the effect cif such parental involvement on the quantity of
their children s reacting asst related to their reading achievement.

The problem was: What is the effect of parental training in PCRP on

the reading patterns of children? The problem was tested through
observauons, logs, questionnaires, and interviews The results are reported

'Th tables according to frequency and percenta,ges and in a descnpnve

manner.
This was a descnpnve approach study which enabled small groups to be

. studied. in depth. as opposed to a quantitative large scale study The
investigator observed, trained, and interviewed parents quough home visas

and in meetings on the school site The small group settings gave parents
the opportunity to learn in a non-threatening envronment

The use of the parent component of PCRP. gave parents a skill they

, could use to become part of the school program as volunteers The results
ofparental involvement to reading have been very posinve le the urban,

low socio-economic schools under study

FACTORS ASSOCLATED WITH INEPRO1NG OR NON-
LNEPROvING SCORES EN. READING O\ THE MICHIGAN
EDLCATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM -TEST

Order NO. 8116327

ROSES JANET W PH D The Uri:tern° of Michigan 1981 1(18pp

Chairman Irene K Heller

- Factors Examined in the Studt The Michigan Educational Assessment
Program (\NEAP) is designed to evaluate students in grades 4, 7, and 10 in
reading and mathernancs achievement In this study the following factors
were examined in conjunction with the improvement or non-improvement
of grade 4 \IEAP scoter in reading in four selected schools in southeastern
Michigan 0) Teachers' and iinncipals' attitudes .?2) School climate
(3) Specific teaching of the NEAP objectives (4) Cumculum policy and
practices (5) EmphaSis on compensatory education (6) Community

. factors.
Data Collection and Analysis Pairs of schools from-tqrlistricts were

selected according to the following cntena: (/) -similar school Size,
(2) similar-low level scores on the 1975 MEAP test scores in reading, and
(3) a significant difference in the MEAP test scores reading by 1978 in
one school of each pair

A questionnaire vras administered to participating teachers in grades k-
3 and the pnncipal u4 each selected school, fpllowed by a personal interviei
with each one Analysis Of the data so collected suggests these factors may
be associated with improving scores; (1) A mdre posinve change in school
faculty toward their student's progress may affect improved scores
(2) When teachers feel they have a posinve effect on student achievement,
this attitude may affect achtevemeRt (3) More "tune on task" may
contribute to higher MEM' scores (4) Higher teacher ti- orale may have a
positive effect on student achievement (5) Less pse of teacher aides nag
have a positive effect on student athievement (6) When pare'nts are
Satisfied with their child's academic cumcula, it may affect the child's level
of achievement. (2) Parental involv ement may have a posan e effect on
student achievement and MEAP scores.

Recommendations for Further Study The 'results of this Inv estiganon
suggest that further studies such as the following might pro\ c useful in the
consideration of factors possibly related to improving and non-improving
grade 4 MEAP test scores in reading. (1) Studies that would examine the
quality of teaching skills, teachers' knowledge of specific subject matter and
how different teaching Ntyles affect NEAP scores. (2) Piagnostic'evaluation
otthe vision and hearing skills of studilats taking MEAP tests. (3) Studies

e

to explore the quality of test administration procedures, evaluation of the
expertise of the persons administering She test, and the time of the day of
test adrruiustranon as vanables which may affect the scores (4) A stud)
which would exarrune whether student absenteeism affects the ov erall
reported school scores on the grade 4 HEAP reading tests (5) A stud)
which would examine whether the scheduling of compensatory education
classes during the regular classroom penod is a factor contribuung to lower
MEAP test scores (6) Studies which would examine whether parent and
community workshops and parental involvement with the reading
cumculum duff= scores -

Consideration of the factors addressed in this study, the findings of the
study and the proposed recommendations for further research may have
imphcitions for other schools hoping to unprov e grade 4 MEAP test scores
in reading. -

?-
THE DEN ELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF AN INSTRLMENT
TO SURN.E1' COGNITIVE AND MNEMONIC STRATEGIES LSED
EN PROBLEM-SOLVING Order No.-8119220

SALLGER, TERRI SICKLER, Pit D New Mexico State Out ersi°,1981
13Ipp Chairman. br Gerard Giordano

An instrument to survey cognitive and mnemonic strategies for memory
and problem-solving situations-was developed and validated

An intensive review of the literature in experimental psychology yielded
a paradigm incorporating cognitivist and associanonist research on memory
functioning The review identified five specific categones of strategies used

rfiediating cognition and memory: acoustic mediation, visualazation,
rehearsal, episodic mediation, and a Gestahst or holistic approach.

A pool of situational questiins was developed and carefully analyzed
From that pool, selected questions were administered orally to students in
Alamogordo, New Mexico, Senior High School Their responses were
recorded and'analy zed Transcnpts indicated that the'Students' responses
were representative of the five strategies jclentified in the review of the
literature on cogninon and memory The student responses were used to
generate forced-choice responses for the survey instrument That the
student responses so closely reflected the strategies pre iously identified
was considered an indication of construct validity

Initial forms of the instrument in wntten form were administered to
students at New Mexico State University Results were systematically
analyzed, and the survey-was revised4ppropnately The final form of the
instrument was administered to ell students in Alamogordo Senior High
School in May 1980 (n = 720) Results of that administration and data
subsequently collected were subjected to several statistical analyses

A cluster analysis was performed on the responses of all students to
whom the instrument was administered. The analysis determined that the

- categones of strategies identified in the literature review were independent
Sand did represent distinct approaches to problem-solving situations This
was considered an indication of the validity of the instrument,

Grade-point averages anil reading. rnaihemancs, and language scores
from the Test of Basic Skills were collected for a random sample
of the students who had taken the survey Students were placed intehigh,
av erage, and loWsroupings on the basis of each of the four individual
measures Their responses to the survey instrument were then analyzed
again Chi-square contingency tables were calculated to invesngate possible
relationships between academic standing and strategies selected in the
survey instrument

The-analysis indicated a remarkable evenness in the distnbunon of
cognitive and mnemonic strategies in the responses of students in all
academic levels Thts indicates that "cognarve preferences" are not so
highly specific as some research suggests and thakthe range of preferences,
across a population is widely and evenly dispersed.

' EdUcation and psychological research has tndicated that less successful
students use a less flexible approach to cognitive and memory tasks than do
their more successful peers Subsequent analyses of the data will investigate
this question by looking closely at frequency counts of strategy'elecuon
within academic-groupings Additional analyses will also investigate the
responses of specific subgroupings, based on ethnic or sexualidentiti

The study implies that it is not specifically which cognitive strategy or
"preference" an individual demonstrates that is important It is. instead,
important that a person has a clearly arpculated approach to problem-
solving and memory deciands7a dependable, perhaps flexible, strategy or
set of strategies to mediate cogntnve and mnemonic tasks. -,
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AN EXAMINATION OP SKILLS PREREQUISITE TO "MINIMUM
STANDARbS/MAXIMUM*GOALS IN READING, -FOR
LOUISIANA, GRADES 1(.12". AS IDENTIFIED BY TWO
GROUPS,EW LOUISIANA EDUCATORS ,Order No. 8126997
SEYMOUR, CATHLEEN REED, Eo.D. Northwestern State University of
Louisiana, 1981. 138pp. Directed by Dr. Mildred Bailey

The major purpose of this study was to determine skills
-
f prerequisite to randomly selected objectives included in Minimum

Standards/Maximum,Goars In Reading for Louisiana. Grades 1-12 as
determined by two groups of LoOisiana educatcirs. Secondary
purposes include9: (1) determination of prerequisite skills as
identified by educators teaching graduate reading courses in the
Spring, 1981 in public universities operating under the Louisiana
Board of Regents and offering-the master's degree in reading (Group
One), (2) determination of prerequisite skills-as identified by persons
teaching reading inLouisiana publicschdols and holding a master's
degree in reading from a public institution operating under the
Louisiana Board of Regents (Group Two), and (3) comparison of
prerequisite skills as identified by members of Group One and:Group
Two. ,

The population included twentyseven Group,One members and
.. . 462 Group T o members. An original questionnaire was used td

,gathep th ommil level data from all ramtiers of the population
' meeting cnte*ria of the study. A second questionnaire was sent to

group-members requesting A ranking of the skills identified in the
. original questionnaire in the order of their necessity pr,ior to mastery

of the stated objective. A third questionnaire was sent to validate
rankings assigned in thesecond questionnaire tomeet requirements
of the Delphi technique, one of the data analysis methods chosen. A
comparison of

.validated

mean ranks of the two groups was
-. computed usi e Friedman Test. .

Conclusions. (1) Though differences were,apparent, Group One'
. Members identified similar skills as prerequisite tdfive randomly-
' selected objectives included in Minimum\Standards/Maxkhum Goals
inReading for Loinsiana, Grades 1-12. (2) Grotip Two also identified
many of the same skills as prerequisite jo the same five randomly '
selected objectives though some differences were evident.

' (3) Though some differences were noted*Group One and Group Two ..
identified silt& skills as prerequisite to five randomly selected
objectivft":-(4) While the skills identified as prerequisite were similar,
the order in which the two groups ranked the skills differed N

; significantly. ; °

ASSE$MENT OF THE READABILITY OF THE
DCPERIENTIkE WORLD INVENTORY USING THREE
MODIFIED READABILITY FORMULAS Order No. 8114998

THOMAS MICHAEL, PHs.D., The University of laborna.198L 124pp.

The present study investigated the effects on the response patterns of a
hospitalized patient sample when the readabilityuf certain test items taken
from the Etferienfial World Inventory (EWI) were modified to lower
readability finds. Two forms of selected test items found to be at the sixth
grade Aiding level or higher were made. One form contained-the items as
they had appeared originally in the EWI. The other form contained the
same items but reworded, rephrased, and in reverse order, so that they
scored below the sixth grade reading level on three different readability
formulas andVvere judged to have retained 90% or more of their original
gleaning by one of the co-authors of the EWI.

A counterbalanced design was used with 112 psychiatric patients,all 21
years old or older, and all having signed a patientpermission form for such
research:DemographiC data, IQs, and test results were the data base.

Five hypotheses were tested. The first hypothesis investigated the
*. of'the two fbtms of the test. The two Torms were found to sample

different domains of content, and the original forni was more reliable than
the rewritten forin. The second hypotheses investigated the relationship
between the mean numberotpathologicif responses on the two test forms.
Nci'significant difference was found and the second'null hypothesis could
not be rejected. The third hypothesis investigated the difference between
the correlation of the total number_ ofpatholograii responses to the 62
original items mut each original item anti the correlation of the total

t.

number of pathological responses to the 62 rewritten items and each
original item. Although 13 items were found to be significantly changed in
validity, only two were more valid in their rewritten.ferms. The fourth
hypothesis crested the relationship between the pathological responses to the
original itlins and the rewritten items for each of the item pairs. A chi
square test for independence of these item pairs indicated that only seven
of 62 items pairs were significantly changed. The last hypethesis
investigated the difference between the correlation of intelligence and total
pathological responses to original items, and the correlation of intelligence
and total pathological responses to rewritten items. They were found to
differ significantly, and the original form of the test had a higher negative
correlation with intelligence than did the rewntten form. This indicates less
reliance on intelligence for the rewnnen items than for the hriginal items.

It was surrested by these findings that the modification of the items to ,
lower reading Inds was successful and appears to hold promise for similar
efforts with different tests. The test of the first hypothesis indicated, different
domains of content for the two test forms,but no substantis e significance
was found. Hypothesis 2 suggested no significant difference between test
forms, andlhe third hypothesis indicated ththe validity for the original .
form was higher than the validity of the rewritten form. Hypothesis 4
indicated that for only seven of 62 nuns, the number of pathological.
responses were changed significantly. Finally, Hypothesis S'indicated that
intelligence ssas a greater influence on pathological responses on the
original form than on the rewritten form.

Recommendations were for a replication study using a large sample size
with subjects % ho s; ere not mental patients but who had'hmited reading
ability. Different criteria than IQ should be used. Perhaps a standard
reading test or the doze proceddre Would be better. Latency periods
between test adinimstration could be lengthened or an experimental
between groups deign utilized ,' .

STUDENT SELF-TRACKING WITH A MICROCOMPUTER: THE
INCENTIVE EFFECT UPON READING ATTITUDE AND WORK
PRODUCED Order No. 8118399

STRONG, MARY WINIFRED, En D West Virginia Universio, 1981 15Cipp

The purpose of this study was to determine the incenu% e effect of data
self-recording by children using a microcomputer in an individualized
reading program. This investigation studied.the incentive effect of the
microcomputer together with reading achieyement, sex and grade level
The microcomputer, as used in this study( 'did not have a significant effec_t_i
upon work performance, hilt attitude was affected.

The students were asked a questiorron the Semantic Differential Survey
;about attitude toward going to the reading laboratory (whereas
individualized reading program was housed) The other question asked
relevant to the study inquired about attitude toward reading in general
(basal and recreational). More students had positive attitudinal responses
toward reading than toward going to the reading laboratory dunng the first
treatment period when no incentives were issued in the reading laboratory

Dunng the second aid thirdtreatment periods, when incentives were
given, the opposite was mile and attitude toward going to threading
laboratory had a larger number of positive student responses.

The three treatment periods were: (1) no points issued for reading
performance and no incentives given; (2) aide recording points earned for
correct reading perforMance and incentives given; and (3) student self-
recording of points earned on the microcomputer plus incentives given.
Each of the three treauhent penods lasted fora period of 29 days.

During the third treatment penod when the microcomputer was in use,
the students earned the least performance points of the three treatment
periods. However, this was the treatment period in which the least-time was
spent on the task of reading. Another factor which may hive influenced
results include the fact that the incentive program had already been
established previously and the studentsexpected it and the timing of the
program was disadvantageous.

Both treatment period and achievement were significant beyond the
.001 level. The aide recording period was the one in which the students
earned the mostrpoints. WO achievers also earned the most points.

Sex and grade level did not have any effect on points earned by the
students in this study.

The dita in this research was treated by using a2 x 3 x 3 analysis of
varianee with repeatedmeasures, a 3 x 3 analysis of variance and a chi
square test

Ono conclusion that the study reaffirms is the validity of using
incendves with programmed reading materials.'



THE EFFECTS OF THE STETSON READINGSPELLING
APPROACH ON THE SPELLING ACHIEVEMENT AND
AfTITUbE OF SELECTED FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD
GRADE STUDENTS IN THE PASADENA INDEPENDENT;
SCHOOL DISTRICT Order No. 8121319
TAYLOR, WENOELIN ANN DAVIS, Eo.D. University of Houston, 1981:

Introduction. InvestigatorS- have reported evidence of successful
instructional methods for spelling since the late nineteenth century,
yet many teachers have not applied such findings. This s y was
designed to provide a research-based model of spelling i uction.

Statement of the Problem. OueStions addressed by this
investigation were: (1) Will teachers giving instruction with the
Stetson Reading-Spelling Approach, in conjunction With the Harbrace
Spelling Program demonstrate a more positive attitude toward
spelling instruction than teachers giving instruction with the Harbrace,
Spelling Program only? (2) Will students receiving instruction with the
Stetson ReadingSpelling Approach, in conjunction with the Ha race
Spelling Program, demonstrate a more positive attitude toward
spelling instruction than students receiving instruction with the
Harbrace Spelling program only? (3) Will the Stetson Reading-
Spelling Approach, when utilized with the Harbrace Spelling Program,
result insignificant gains on standardized achievement tests as
compared with gains achieved using the Harbrace Spelling Program "t

only? (4) Will the Stetson Reading-Spelling Approach, when utilized
with the Harbrace Spelling Program, result in significant gains On long
term retention tests as compared with gains achieved using the
Harbrace Spelling Program only? (5) Will the Stetson Reading-
Spelling Approach, when utilized with the Harbrace Spelling Program,

result in significant gains on weekiy spelling teSts as compared with
gains achieved using the Harbrace Spelling Program only?

kProqedures. Subjects were 1345 first, second, and third grade
students and 55 teachers from four selected schoolsin Pasadena, *-
Texas During a twelve.week treatment period, all students reoeived
instruction using the Harbrace Spelling Program. Experimental Group
students received instruction supplemented witfi the Stetson
Readin -Spelling Approach.

The k preceding and the week following the study all teachers
were given Teacher Attitude Test. All students were given the
Student Attit e Test, the Wide Range Achievement Test spelling
Subtest, and the Long Term Retention Test. Monday.pretests and
Friday posttests were given for textbook units

Analysis of the Data Frequency and percentage distributions, t-
tests, and analysis of covariance were used to test the hypotheses
with three performance groups in each of three grades, grade level

. populations, and overall study populations.
Results. (1) Significant differences in teacher attitude were not

indicated on fifty-one of sixty research knowledge and application
. statements, but were indicated on four statements favoring the

Experimental Group and five statements favouring the Control Group.
(2) Significant differences in student attitude were not indicated with
grade level or, overall study populations, but were indicated with one
performance group sample favoring the Experimental Group and one
performance group sample favoring the Control Group.
(3)' Significant differences in.spelling achievement were indicated
with one performance group sample favoring the Experimental Group,
two performancegroup samples, one grade level sample, and the
overall study popdiationfavoring the Control Group. (4) Significant
differences irrIong term retention of spelling words were indicated
with one performance group sample, one grade level sample, and the
overall studyipopulation favoring the Experimental Group.
45) Significant differences in shaft term memory of spelling words
were indicated with one of 108 performance group samples favoring
the Control Group, 23 performance group samples, 18 of 36 grade
level sampres, and 11 of 12 overall study samples favoring the
Experimental Group.

Recommendations. It is recommended that the Stetson Reading .
Spelling Approach be utilized in studies with the following
experimental groups: studentseceiving instruction using thi Stetson

- ReadingSpelling Approach oily, students in various geographical
areas, fourth arid fifth graders, secondary students, bilingual
students, and low achievers.

Rh; also recommended that botcher education programs be
designed

hods.
to inform teachers about researchsupported spelling

met

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN-GOOD AND POOR READERS'
, AWARENESS OF READLNG SCHEMATA AND THEIR

PERFORMANCE ON A M:EASURE'Of READING
COMPREHENSION Order No. 81 386

THOMAS, A. L0fISE, PH.D. University of Maryland, 1980 190pp.
Supervisor: Dr. Robert M. Wilson

This study investigated the relationship between the attitude and
awareness of certain parameters of reading of 100 sixth grade readers and
their performance on a measure of reading comprehension A Reading
Attitude and Awareness Inventory was developed prior to data collection
Performance on the ot/o measures was analyzed For relationships and .
differences between good and poor readers on the inventory Data were
analyzed using the,Pearson Product-Moment Correlation, thewo- sample
T-test, grid a qualitative item analysis

A correlation of 62-Was fount' between scores on the Reading Attitude
and Awareness Inventory and scores on the lowtLTest pf Basic Skills,
Comprehension Section, significant at the p< 001 level There were
significant differences found between the two groups on their performartces
on the Reading Attitude and Awareness Inventory. using the two-sample
T-test method analysis'.

The findings indicate that the defined components of reading schemata
contribute to the reader's knowledge about reading and to reading
comprehension Poor readers are found to be frelatively unaware of reading
as a search for meaning ottrategies necessary for proficiency
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A. MULTIPLE DISCRIMINANT CROSSVALIDATION OF THE
FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF
PRECOCIOUS READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No. 8123822
TOBIN, AILEEN WEBB, PHI?. University of Delaware, 1981. 351pp
Professor in Charge: John J Pikulski

The primary purpose of this investigation wrist identify and -N.
measure the relative importance of those factors which seem to be
conducive to preschool reading achievement. In particular, two
studies were conducted, each of which adopted a multiple
discriminant analysis to obtairf an empirically derived description of
the variables that best distinguish three types of preschool children,
early readers, those children who have learned to read with some
degree of fluency without the benefit of any formal instruction in
reading; preschool readers, those Children who seem ready to learn
to read and have attended a preschool offering a formal program of
reading instruction, and non-early readers, those children who are
similar to early readers in terms of their sex, race, chronological age,
intelligence, and previous nursery school experiences, but who
cannot yet read with any degree of fluency. Fibincy was operationalge w
defined as the ability: (a) to recognize at least 20 of a 1btal of 40
words commonly introduced in preprimer texts; and (b) 'to earn the
minimum, tabled grade equivalent scores on the Gates-MhcGtnitte
Reading Tests

Forty-nine subjects participated in Study 1: 17 early readers, 15
preschool readers, and 17 non-early readers. The population for
Study II (him 76) consisted of 30 early readep, 16 preschool readers,
and 30-nonearly readers.

The subjects' reading readiness and psycholinguistic skills were
assessed using a battery consisting of the following measures: the
Letter Recognition Test of the Metropolitan Readiness Tests; the
Geometric Design and Sentences subtests of the Wechsler Preschool
and Primary Scale of Intelligence; the Auditory Sequential Memory,
Grammatic Closure, and Sound Blending subtests Of the Illinois Test
of Psycholinguistic Abilities; the Visual Attention Span for Letters
subtest of the Detroit Tests of Learning Aptitude; an(! the epman
Auditory Discrimination Test. In addition, an extensive, structured -
interview was conducted with the parents of each,subject to obtain
information concerning: demographic variables, early developmental
history, playtime preferences and social adjustment, formal preschbol
experiences, parenting practices. parental attitudes toward reading
instruction, preschool reading skills of family members, and
personality traits. k

Twotalled T tests indicated that the preschool readers recognized
more words than the non-earlyreaders (p < .05) but less than the early
readers (p Z .05). .

1'4



The results of the multiple discriminant analyses indicated that
virtually all of the between-groups variance could be accounted for by
a relatively small subset of the variables on which data were collected
In both studies, the variables that best distinguished the three groups
of subjects were measures of the type and amount of parental
assistance they had received in learning to read Jh particular, it
appeared that the parents of early readers were more likely .(a) to
engage their children in informal, game-like activities which could be
expected to promote their m tery of letter-sound correspondence,
and(b) to take advantage f opportunities to help their children
develop and/or extend eir sight vocabulary, i.e., by pointing to the
words when they were reading aloud to their children or by pointing
out the words on signs, packages, etc. Both of the studies also
suggested that at least part of the explanation for the preschool
readers' early success might be attributed to the reading instruction
they had received as part of their preschool program

A double crass-validation procedure was adopted to evaluate the
validity of the findings This procedure suggested that both of the
discriminant analyses were subject to sampling errors. Of the two
analyses, only the one performed in Study H seemed to retain a

' reasonable amount 9f predictive power on cross-validation..

RELATIONSHIPS AMONG MEASURES OF INTELLIGENCE
AND READING ACHIEVEMENT IN YOljaG GIFTED CHILDREN

'OrderNo,8121261
WHITSON, BARBARA LEE, PH D University of Washington, 1981 270pp
Chairman Professor Maurice F Freehill

Relationships among three individual measures of intelligence,
level of reading achievement, and differentiated cognitive abilities
were investigated within a group of gifted first and second..graders
The 43 subjects had earned Stanford-Binet or WISC -R 10 scores of
1g5 and above,prior to selection.

Data included (a) 10 and MA scores on the SB (310 = 142 7),
Slosson Intqigence Test (310 142.3), and WISC-R Verbal

(71t) = 1344), Performance (X 10 = 122 6). and Full Schles
(X 10 =17131.8), (b) Woodcock Reading Mastery Tests scores for
Word Identification (Grade Eouivalent = 4 8), Word Attack (GE =
7 8). Word Comprehension (GE = 4'7), hnd Passage Comprehension
(GE = 4 5), (c) WISC -R subtests. and (d) Structure of Intellect
Operations scores derived frordIntelligence test items (Meeker, 1969)

Hypothesis I. S-B And SIT IQ's (a) will correlate significantly,
(b) will not differ in level, (c) will correlate significantly with the FS10;
(d) will correlate more strongly with the VIQ than the PIO, and (e) will
be significantly higher than WISC-R IQ's This hypothesis was fully
substantiated 4

Hypothesis II 10 scores correlate more strongly with
Information, Similarities, Vocabulary, and Block Design than with
other WISC-R subtests This hypothesis was partially confirmed
Significant correlations were. Vocabulary ad Picture Completion
with the three IQ's, Information with'SIT and FS IQ's, and Similarities
with S-B and FS 10's Arithmetic and COding correlations were
negligible, other WISC-1:3 subtests correlated significantly only with
the FSIO,

Hypothesis III 10 will correlate most strongly with the SOI
Operations of Cognition, Memory, and Convergent Production This
hypothesis was partially confirmed The S-B correlated significantly
with Memory and Divergent Production. the SIT with 'Cognition and
Memory, and the WISC-R with Cognition. Memory,Convergent
Production, and Evaluation Operations were significantly
intercorrelated within tests, but not within Operations, when
compared across tests.

Hypothesis IV Reading will correlate significantly with MA scores,
with Information, Similarities, Vocabulary, and Block Design subtests,
and with Cognition and Memory Operations MA will more accurately
predict reading level than will subtest or Operations scores This
hypothesis was partially confirmed through partial correlations, 4
controlling for grade The SIT correlated sigryficantly with all reading
scores, the S-B and WISC -R correlated significantly with Word
Comprehension and Passage Comprehension

NA scores were entered first into regression analyset. excepting
Binet MA and Work Attack WISC R.subtest scores and Operations
scores contributed little to the variance of reading achievement

-Major conclusions of the study were that (1) The superior
abilities and achievements of, gifted children distinguish them from the
earliest grades It is recommended that identification begin early so
that appropriate educational programming can be provided 4A-

1 $
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(2) Neither a single intelligence test nor rigid Wolf scores should be
used to identify the gifted Individual performances on intelligence
tests vary greatly A child selected on one test may not be selected on
another (3) The SIT correlated well with the S El and WISC-R Of the
intelligence tests, it hest predicted reading ability It is recommended
as a reahable test for screening of the gifted (4) The MSC R would
Select the most restricted group of children (5) The superior
intellectual ability of you hg children xoears to be qemonstrated more
in the complex and conceptual aspects of reading tnan in the
fundamental word recognition and decoding skins (6) SOI
Operations were not reahably independent, they lacked concurrent
validity across the intelligence tests, and they did not reliatily predict
reading achieviement The SOI is not an effective or reliable tool for
diagnosing individual strengths arid weaknesses or for developing
individualized curricula for young t ifted children

kN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED PS'I'CTiOLLNGUISTIG
INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS FOR THE REPffiD1ATION OF
LEARNLNG DEFICIENCIES ANIQNG EARLY ELENIENTAR)'
CHILDREN Order No. 8117939

WILLIAMS, JANIcE Sot-ritERLA.'.1), ED D East Tennessee State Universzt),
1981 153pp-

The problem was to determine whether selected psycholinguistic
instructional aids were effecuse in remediating learning deficiencies among
earl) elementary children (gradesj-3)

Literature was reviewed to substantiate a need for the use of
psycholinguistic instructional aids for remediation of learning deficiencies
among earl) elementary children Research sunsyed included auditory
perception skills, language skills, motor skills and visual perception skills

Data were collected from test groups of students in grade levels one,
two, and three A stratified random sampling technique yielded a sample of
thirty -six students eighteen males and eighteen females Each of the three
grade ley el groups in the sample vas divided randomly into two groups
containing an equal number of males and females These groups were
labeled the experimental groups and the control groups

The Illinois Test of PsycholinguistiCAbilities (ITPA) was administered
-as a pretest to the sample A senes of reading lessons was taught for an
instructional penod of twenty-one sessions to both expenmental and
control groups The expenmental groups were pros ided thirty-minute
sessions of prescnbed psycholinguistic instructional aids following the
presentation of eachreading lesser The control groups receised pseudo'
treatment designed to control for the Hawthorne effect. The ITPA was re-
administered as the posttest

No significant difference was fou,nd betweenthe scores ach.le%ed on the
ITPA for the expenmental groups and the-control groups for grade levels
rine. two, or three There was no significant difference found between the
scores for the composite experimental group and the composite control
group The 0 05 level of significance was applied in all cases using the
statisucal technique of analysis of co\ anance with the pretest as the
covanate

The companson of expenmental groups and control groups found that.
(1) The expenmental groups for all grade levels showed higher increases
than the control groups (2) The composite experimental group showed an
increase er the composite control group

The companson of male and female control and expenmental groups
found that (1) The male expenmental groups show ed an increase over the
male tontrol groups with the exception of the second grade level where the
control group was slight]) favored (2) The female experimental groups
showed an increase over the female control groups in all grade levels
(3) The female expenmental groups, including the composite experimental
group, showed a gain over the male experimental groups

The recommendations made as a result oithe sttkidy_were.
(1) Additional studies should be conducted using laiger samples and/or
longer durauons of time to determine whether selected ps)cholinguisuc
instructional aids were effective in remediaung learning deficiencies
(2) Replication of the study should be made in other geographical areas
using different research designs and methodologies in order to incr the
ability to generalize the results (3) Studies should be conducted wi
middle and upper elementary school children to determine w
psycholinguistic instructional aids were effective for the re echation of
learning deficiencies at those grade levels. (4) Schools should use
evaluation instruments such as the Illinois Test of Psycholinginstic Abrhues
to assess students psy cholinguistic abilities and incorporate theknclings
into staff development programs and professional growth activities
(5) Studies should be conducted on the Impact of psycholinguistic
instruction on students' self-concepts (6) Studies should be conducted to
determine if paraprofessionals could enhance students' psycholingunc
performance.
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This study reports the findings ofan informal reading inventory (IRI)
administered to 59 Spanish-speaking adults enrolled in Adult Basic
Educatibii/English as a Second Language classes, or English as a Foreign
Language classes, and 20 American students enrolled Spanish as a Foreign
Language classes at the college level. The informal reading inventory is an
untimed, nonstandardized power test and diagnostic tool systematically
constructed to measure word recognition skills, as well * oral and silent
reading comprehension.,Among its attributes are the ease of construction
and administration, and its =intent validity. The IRI was once the sole
domain of elementary school teachers, but has been used by this research in
second language reading assessment to yield baseline data unavailible in
standardized tests.

Two hypotheses were formulated as a basis for this study: (1) the
informal reading inventory can serve as an fegsative facilitator for
describing the cognitive silent reading spdgies of second language readers
in extracting the inferential or underlying message in written-extended
discourse: (2) the learning experience of both the .SpInistrspeakers and the
Americans will meal universality in the strategid utilized at a given level
of 'second language reading proficiency.

This study is innovative in its in% estigation of another approach to the
problem of placement in second language classes. Many Adult
Education/English as a Second Language programs have admission
policies that permit registration at any point during the term, although
diagnostic or other testing is administered at the beginning of the term.
This informal assessment tool can be administered at any time,
individual]', or groups, following the procedure describtd in this study. In
addition, the strate tes or techniques used by the reader were analyzed in
this study with the assistance of tape recorder monitors through which the
reader verbalized while processing the textual content without interrupuon,
and infernos following reading session.

Reacting passages were randomly selpcted from English and Spanish
texts for Lt and L2 assessment of each participant to establish Strategic
pnorities in both languages The inter. iews served to determine the
students' e ability to-e.aluate or recognize specific t used,
and to verify or supplement data that had been recorded

The results of this study hat e significance for the reading specialist
whose linguistic background 44:not include data on the di. ersity of skills
the second language reader hasWemalized in Lt, and for the instructor of
Spanish or ESL/EF1. who has not had tiaining in reading methodology or
the pedagogical implications of cognitive strategies in processing written
extended discourse, and for those who wish to investigate the second
language reader's lypothescript.'

16

gm.



Ola

.3

I

Copies of the disseitations may be obtained by addressing

your request to:

University Microfilms International
300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

or by telephoning (toll-free) 1-800-521-3042
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