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GEOGRAPHY IN THE COMJNITY COLTFGE CURRICULUM: THE

CAE OP NEW YORK STATE

.

introduction.

In the State of New York there are community -2ollees: spon

sored jointly by toe State University and individaal cfuoties and 8
4

by the City University'*of New Y :rk and the New. York City Eoard

Ed.cation. T_hose educational inctltutioos enroll come 280,1??, students

of which abo.,It it percleot attend ,:c.e colleges .e'r: Yo.A Si..

all, comm.,,nitygollege enrollments in toe State oave grown aurirx
4

tne time berio.' to'be analyzed, 1975-4: to198?-1; .joumtr-of 2

nit./ college students fha.-; about csmimuraty

colleges of New Y'ork State th1,s, represent a vazt reso---e for

the four year collegesand uriversatoss. :has perspective -- be -2

A

increasingly a;Varent%a, any of .'.r ;:enior

reciprocal' programs that will allfw tne easy moveme dents

from one type of college to anotnert witn a mini= o." e`f:r--, and

academic 7edits.

During tne past five years, Schendemane.a, DirectorY_ College

Geograpny has recorded a 30 perc.ent decline in tne number .o" st..ideotS

0.

enrolled in Geography courses and a. 4r; percent decline* in toe mm der of

C!eography faculty in the State ofNew)York Ti-P- fTigures parallel a,u,

national trend and as a retult it is imperative for the discipline in

this State to 1-eqoin'ize the potential resource of tne community 'ollege

students. However, before any viable*prograCto.tap this resocan.

by started, it is essential that a data base be. ectablisned to ::certain

.
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the status of the \discipline in 1:ew York 'State and what trends

o developed in the re::ent past.

Cs,,-.1...=.;_nity 'College Cieogranny in ::ew ?ork State.

in 1976"; survey underta.'ker 'or.tne r2ommitt, A on 17;%-:.,

Collage---- toe As=ocia.tion of Ar.-,e-^-,cn '_ieograt,.ners, r.a toa-

t,-re and extent of 1:eoc-rapw's role in tn., :ew State co=ni,,, col-
-

_ego _sang th ==.,m= in:_tr,ment nother ihve ion wa,,
Ah

spring of 19c,1'. co=ty colle.gez

the' State we mailings a ICS

ret.= was ottainea. t-e oolleges

borte: tnat 7leograpoy wer= aelng ri, n

and 1:,,,-,-. ,-_,..,..,derqc years reipecti-:ely. ::-rtner-ore, n the.

)

c,;--1 "r:ay three -silage= state: .rat ::eogr=1-_-,r,y not :een offered..,,..,...

'or some t-me tneir instit,tlons aria that plans nad :een mai

toe S-ebrrapny Tne th--s con-entrat -
) .11',toe colleges at wnico ?reograpny was beinr ta,gnt.

f

From Table I it maz,r to ascertairRd tne academia

year r.ot, all of tr co=inity colleges toe alT.c C-e'-grapr..y ^curoas
+era.

in no category did over percent ;..,f toe onstitutions teach any par-

ticular Geography course. ;LT, toe present tone Ir,trod'...zstibn t j Cultura.1

Geograpoy is taught at by far the most institutions, with Introd'_;_ctin

Poysical Creogr;_-...poy, Worl egicnal aeograpoy Eccr/..-mic Ge-,grapny

being ranked as the courses taught moot freq,ently after r;Jltural ,

..zeography. Between the academic years l975-6 and. 19Sc -1 there had been
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TABLE

'Frequency and Type of Geography Course Offerings: 1975-6 ec 1980-1

1

1

No. Colleges
Offering This

Course
1Q7-6 1p80-1

Introduction to '1-eography

introduction to Physical Geographyl

introduction to Culture.1 Geography;

World EN7..onaa GeoEraphy

Economic Georaphy

Political Geography

Geography of orth America

rb.an 14ography

Geography of 'Webte,rn Europ,,

Oonser.7a-Jion

Georaphy'Of Ea's7,1;

04'

Ito

A

A
2

-7

1

Total Number of 1
Courses Taught

Per Year
1977:;,-6 1980-1

7

1

6

4

7

1%

'7

11

0

15

12

it

1

1

1

Course
Enrollments

1980-1

282

210,

-35

740

90

173

115

20,

20

50

17

iy
1751

1

sde

7
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an'increase in -One number of coil g offering Geography courses and

., \

only in the case of Economic Geography, theGeography of North America

-----,
0 ' -.

and Urban Geography had the number of colleges teaching tnese courses

declined. The largest decline was for Economic Geography (frm 7 to 4

institutions) and this is surprising since during the past five years

$

there has been a surge in Business /Economics offerj.ngs

The total number ofGeography courses taught has increased'during

the past half decade, from 49 to 62. T'hi's is encalraging but it is a
.

trend that is difficult to assess. While thechange in the number of

courses taught parallels the trend for 1-,ne number of colleges

of.tsering these particular courses (for 4,xam,51e, there was an increase.

&
in the number of colleges teaching Introduction to Geography and the

actual number' of introduction to Geography co/rses taught) it is dif-

ficult to explain why World Regional Geography offerings would' increase

yet( those for the Geography of North America would decrease. Unfor-

tunately the su rvey resultsdid not permit such fine scale analyses to

be undertaken.

The enrollments in the'Geography courses (available only for

1980-1) gave some overall Measure of student demand. By far 'the most

popular course in 1980-1 was introduction to Cultural Geography (435

I ' enrollments) followed by World Regional Geography (3404 enrollments)

after which Qnly Introduction to Geography and Introduction to PhykiCai

geography enrolled over 200 students each. .The four basic introduaorf

courses of pte discipline were found to be those in greatest deMand by

A

.'e

A

7

\



the students. This.is hardly surprising since community colleges offer
..t-

on the average two different types of Geography courses a year, If one

accepts the hypothesis that the chancei*of many students taking more

than one Geography course in a year are slim, it is possible to esti-

mate what proportion of all community college students in New York State

are' enrolled 'in Geography courses. Recent figures for the 1980-1 aca-

demic year indicate that some 280,000 students may be enrolled in the

community colleges of New York State (State Education Departmelift
I

mate). Thus at best only 0.6 percent of all community college students

are enrolled in Geography courses in any one year. Thls figure may be

usedas a :cane to the relative status of the discipline in the conww-

nity colleges of New York State ---a position of relatively very low

standing.

One of the problems associated with the teaching of Geography in

community colleges is the fact that trained geographers do not intro-

duce the discipline to the students *attending those institutions..'In

an attempt to ascertain the aqiademic background of the geography in-

structors in the community colleges of New York State Table II was drawn

up. Amongst the faculty teaching geography during the 19801.1.:Year, a

total of 16 degrees in Geography were held (up from 11 in 1975-6) and

although this,may lappear to be an encouraging trend it'should be real-

ized that far more degrees of Geography instructors were held in the

discipline of HistorqA some 28 in 1980r1, an increase from the 9 in

1975-6). The other disciplines in whidh the Geography instructors had

I S

44
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TABLE II

t

Academic Training 'of Faculty Teaching Geography, All Degrees Held:
1975-6 and 1980-1

niFc,p11pe

B.A.

197E)-7,--1980-1

M.A.
197,--1980-1

A.B.D. Doctoral
197-6 1g80-1 1975-6 1980-1

Geography
)

History

Economics

Geology

Social Science

Education

.Anthropology

Sociology

Physics

.

.

/
-.

7
)

5

3

7
..)

6

1

.
1

5

10

2

2

3

2

1

1

6

3

4

1

3

1

1

8

11

1

1

1

1

1

1

p 1

, 1

1

1

1

. ,

i

1

1

,

.

.

,

2

6

1

2

)

1'

46%
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their training were Social Studies followed` jointly_ by Economics andr
Geology. It may concluded, therefore, that although the Ithical

"football coach" us not,teachingour discipline, individuals with de-,

grees in the social sciences other than Geography are, and to a stg-

..6

.../
ificant extent. These findings raise the serious question of why more

.,

Geographers are not teaching their discipline. It is, probably b ause

/4

here is not sufficient demand in the community colleges for GeOgraphy

to generate the need for full-time geography spebialists to be hired Or

it may be that the graduate' programs in the discipline are producing

narrow specialists whose training does not lend itself to the range of
a

the curriculum that the average community college social studies in-

structor must be able to offer to students. Another possible reason

could be that of discipline identity, where the community college admin-

istrators do not have an comprehension of our disciy.ine and delegate

the teaching responsibility of it to nonGeography,faculty as a means of

helping them to fill out their teaching loads: Whatever the correct

senario, the picttre painted is rather bleak for the discipline and it

is a situation that needs to be addressed forcefully and without delay.

Table III illustrates that the number of different faculty teaching

Geography has increased'in the last five years by some 18 percent,to a

total of 27. One encouraging note here is that the number of full -time

faculty has increased,lhile the number of parIrtimers has reMained. sta-

ble. 'Unfortunately, the increase in the number of faculty teaching

Geography was well below the rate-of growth for'community college stu-

10
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TABU, III

Work Status of Faculty Teaching Geogr phy:
4 1975 -6 and 1980-1

1975 -6 1980-1

Number of Fulltime Faculty Teaching Geography 17 22

Number of Parttime Faculty Teaching Geography 5 ,

-

Lb
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dents during the same period. Furthermore the outlook for the.dici-

Aline continues to look bleak as atonly one institution were anyew

Geography, course offerings planned and then this course, World Regional

'Geography, was only rated-As being a "possibility" for future offering;

all of this in contrast to the 1975-6 survey when.6 new geography

courses were being planned to be offered.

It would seem from the foregoing' section that the discipline of ..

Geography requires significant infusions of:assistance if it is.going

to grow in the community colleges of New Yoik vState in the fUture. 410

Professional..organizations will,have to increase their inputs into the

community college arena but unfortunately most respondents to-the 1981

-survey had no opinion as to how rasponsive*the Association** Americtn)

Geographers,, the National Council for Geographic Education or the

imerican Geographical Society had been in meeting the needs of community

,college Geography* instructors (see Question #4 in the Questionnaire

.

Appendi5). In three instances for the AAG, one for the NCGE and none

for the'AGS did the respbadents feel that these professionai organiza-.

Lions had been responsive to their needs. These very low figures rep-

resent positive ratings.ofonly 16 and 5 percent respectively for the

AAG and trok NCGE, a very poor showing that was a near mirror image of '

1.

the 1976 questionnaire results and a situation that was paralleled by

the fact that the special session for community college Geographers at

the 1981 Annual Meeting of the AAG was cAhcelled because of lack of

id..culty/organizat'ohi.nterest. It would seemthat this lack of inter-r
, .

12
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apc-t2bn between the qoMmunMr,ecollege ograpAy instructors and these

profeskona1 organizations ii a two way' street but; this factor- was in.

INV

-accordance with the findings to the.question o whether the community

college organizations were'more responsive to't ecommunity college.

Geographer than were, the professional geography groups (,Ke Question

#5 an the Questionnaire in the Appendix), as only.two /iiipdndents felt,

/ that community. college organizations Were atDre responsi4 6 felt that'

4-,
- they were not and 10 had no.opinion. This discovery w'as in sharp con-

'

0

tract to the 1976 results and ill strated that the community college

Geograp 'do not feelat their needs ai being met,by tNe profes-

sional organilations. The void that exists, therefoTe, ha& to be filled

t'

if Geography is to thrive in. this academi7 setting. An opportunity

.exists for the.Geography groups to t the needs of the community c61-

'lege Geographers and to help bolste the.discipline at, these imstitu-
as .

mg
.otions'in New York State. t

,
The teed for more involvement in thetcommunity'colleges of New

0

York State by the-profes8ional beography organizations is.made move

(9
apparAt by the fagt that the Geography totructors perceived'that'

Geography courses could be taught (72 perdent of the respondents held

this view) and nearly 66 percent felt that more' geography courses should

be taught, viewsparalleling the 1976 survey (see questions #6'a6#7,

on. the Questionnaire in the Appendix). There p.re potential gains that

can be made in increasing the Geography component in community college

curricula. Perhaps this is the time for increased cooperation with the
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four year colleges end the universities since the 1981 survey indicated

A that two thirds.of the respondents had poor,or;no.interaction with these4(

institutions,, yet of the five respondents whb had gOod or satisfactory
r

interaction with the senior institutions they found them responsive to

their deeds (see Question #10 on the Questionnaire in the Appendix).

This finding illustrated that there is great potential for improving.

)interaction between the two and fo year colleges/Universities and that

this can only benefit the discipline of Geography. In addition, studies

'have indicated that a large proportion of community college graduates

continue their education at nearby four year schools Ad universities4

thus any time and extra effort inveVed in assisting the community col-
.

lege Geography staff could have its rewards in increased Gebgaphy en-
.

rollments at.the senior institutions. Furthermore, if the professional

,G.eo&aphy ions were to become more responsive to the needs. of

Geogr inbiuotors n'the community colleges, enrollments in the
1- ' 0

, sit -.,

1/4.discfp1ine as a whole could be augmented, a critical factor in the peri-

od of declining Geography enrollments.

Surprisingly, little opirLoni was f4thcoming as to the role the

regional; divisions of the AAG could play as a vehicle for increasing

sir ,

two year-four year college interaction, an opinion unchanged from 1976
.

(see question #12 on the Questionnaire in the Appendix). Since many of

the instructors of Geography were of trained as Geographers this was

not surprising, howeverrwhenk66 percent of -the 1981 respondents stated

an interest in a New York State Geographical Society (down from 71 per-

14
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cent in 1976) and none of)them had negative opinions on the matter, the

question of the effectiveness of the Middle States AAG organization in

the academic arena of the community college has to be questioned. It

may be that increased contact by the-local four year colleges and

universities, regional representatives of the NCGE and the regional di
e

visions of the AAG could help community college Geography instructvs,

meet some of their professional needs and help to improve enrolImentsin

Geography courses at the same time (question #11 on the Questionnaire in

the Appendix).

The types of assistance stated as being desirable by the community

college Geography instructors were related to their primary function --

teaching (see question #8 on-the Questionnaire in the Appendix),,a1

tho,:ugh with the exception of field study guides .a11 of the item's on the

1981 list were closely ranked with and paralleled the findings of the

1976 survey. It is interesting that the desire for information about

,caree openings foir Geography students and the guide to -undergraduate

degree programs were rated so highly in the later survey. It would seem

that Geography instructors 'would like' o have information to pass on to

11.their students,about postcommunity lt lege opportunities in Geography.

This may be one area in which The re onal divisions of the AAG and

field representatives of the NCGE could become more active. The impor

tance of the need for professional organizations to address the problems
.

.
of the community college Geogl"aphy instructors was brought out further

by question #11 on the Questionnaire where the distinct preferences for

15



,conference orientations were: (i) to.'discuss mutual problems/needs; and

4,
(ii)

'

discussiOn/demonstnation sessions on teaching techniques. Most of

/ the respondentsratedthe presentations of scholarly research as the

least desirable pect or-orientation of such a professional conference C,

unfortunately e bulk of the professional Geography meetings are so

oriented andthus perceived as having little value or relevance to those

faculty teaching geography in the community colleges.

Conclusion.

Tile comparative analysis of these surveys offers but a partial

glimpse of adelatively small proportion of the community' college Geog

raphy spectrum,however, it did identify many of the needs of the cm

...,

munity college geography instructors and how hey Viewed possible solu

tions to their problems. It is apparent that Geography in the community

colleges of New 'York State holds a lowly status and one in which profes

sionally trained Geographers do,not play a dominant role. There have

been somcvgains made in New York State over the pat five ye s but

these have sm Clearly the needs of tnese faculty are eing

addressee by four y college or university Geography departments, pro

fessional Geography rurgani zations or the compunity college groups. With

largenumberp of student's transferring fioM two to four year colleges

and universitieg each yeaT the discipline of Geography is clearly miss
,

ing a vast resource pool of potential students and. possibly future

Geography majors and prOfessionals. If the discipline'is to survive

it must place rattail more attention on the lower rungs of the professional
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ladder and it must not -forget that the largest Geography departments
.

. -

...,-"

su rvive because they teach laile numbers of students that,have to be

recruited each year.NtFurthermore, the finest Geography scholars were

-'at one time inexperienced vidergraduates whose interests were pro)aably

sparked by Geography instruc

foundation of the discipline
ere

tors teaching introductory courses. 'The

is wn tie undergraduate programs and the

commIzaty college sector of tnat foundation is not being tapped to its

-fUllest extent, if theTlew YorkaStaituation is an accurate model.

jq

ri
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On the 'table below please list all GEOGRAPHY courZ'offered atzour insti-

tution, how oten they are taught and the average enrollment in each:

COURSE TITLE FREQUENCY OF OFIr.,eING

ex. Geog. of N.Y. State onpe a year

AVMAGE CLASS SIZE

PER -aM01.11.7
students

ti

ALE

4

(2) Please list any :.7.7.,:geoLra

tr.e next two year:.

are ?... ed during

0) In wl2A alsciplines do the faculty teaching Geography null degrees:

Faculty member (A) part-time. Bacnelor's :f°

MdStir's in - , Doctorate in

(DaFaculty ember (B) full-time, part-tame, Bichel-r's in.
--.

Mast,

Faculty member (C)
1.11.

_I
bastebaste

I.:31Sc,

1

Faculty member (D)

Master's in , voc h,:,rd Ve in .p
IL _

Faculty member (E full-time, ,..-__
part-time. 'Bachelor's in '

Master's in

5E

s in

s in

19

, Doctorate in
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(4)' Do y
eive

NOM:. 19757.6 Survey, Results:

.1980-1 Survey Results: 4,
think thAt.. the follow,

o the negs of commun.).

Associatioi\ttf-Ameriban Geographersei 3 yes

1,1aid.O nal ,CO**,-i*Ccil for Geograptu.c Education

Ameri Can, Gekgraphical -Socie-yr-2J 0 yes, r0 7

-17
g geographical organizations have been respon-
college geographNss?

Jig 6 no,o/ 7 no opinion.

yes- LC) 6 no ,a). po opinion.

no , // no opinion..

(5) 'Do you beaieve that conmluna:ty (college oriented Organizations (ex. Community.

Colle-ge 'Social Science Assooration)e...re better suited ttO meet the needs of

donnif..2nitycollege geograpn,y faculty than the professional geography org'an-

lzations (ex. A6sociation of American Geographers)?

i,r7,1 04 yes, no , r..63 /Ono opiru.o.

7,omIr.e.nt
-

rr, j-ru

rld/3 yes

CorrrPr.t,

that more geography courses COUL.D ce .taught, at your college?

n:,C4-3 a do hot P-^.ow

4

I

( (7) you celie..ve that more geography courses SHOULD be 4aught at your college?

Efiy hi? yps :r.13 nb, r,7 .2rio opinion

!,r'ur a.hgvPr
C

A

(a) To.7.41`. types of aid would you like to havey geography crLaniz.ations or
university geography departments ,give to tnose. faculty teachin geography

in co=unity colleges?

ray /2 Audio-visual materials' (ex. maps, photo slides etc.)

0°7 // Teaching Materiais, (ex. ,sample projects,_dat,a, references etr2.)

fg.) 5 Field study guides.

L57, Career openings fOr' geography ,students,

(i7 /0 Up-to' date syntheses of "what's going bn" in the, discipiine (ex. new

areas of research, research findings etc.)

1.1.T.0 A guile to geography in the four year colleges AT THE UNDERGEDUATE

LEVEL ..

Otner

2u



NOTE: 1975-5 Survey Results: r-23
1980-1 Survey Results: Itt

,

-18

(9) How much interaction (by letter, telephone etc.) dA,.'s your geography faculty

have with the geography departments in four year 011eges and universities?

122_2_ good interaction

£37 ai satisfactory interaction

E43 poor interaction

6 no interaction

Please comment Dn your answer to the above

.1.

1114
(IC)) Are toe four year coYlege-and university geography departments responsive to

the needs of community college faculty teachang.geography?

P.) V yes, w 4. no ,rio 9 no opinion

-ommert 4.

,(11) Would "ou se interested in a hew York Mate geocsrapny society in t.hich
cozy us ty oolleE,e anaT for year college faculties would caoperate as equal

partne.

)2 yes ,D3 0 no, L33Lio 33 6 no, opinion

What snould be the format of suer Meetings? (please rank, your res nse #1

being highest preference, ,<4 being lowest preference)

D-.63.:2.,Reharca paper sessions (as at regional meetings).

ia 1.5 Demonstration/discussion sessions on teaching techniques etc.

(0-0 1 .5.Formal tand informal Ineeting3 to discuss mutual needs, pleb? ems etc.

(agenda to be distributed prior to meeting).

Other, please describe:

(la) Are the -"regional meetings bf the Association of American 'Geographer (in this

case the Middle States Division) effective vehicles for two year=four year

t'llege interaction!-

yes,V.71 no4er.01)no opinion
'n!)

Comment
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