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Geography in the Community Ccllege Curriculum:
Caze of llew York State. - .
This paper addressgs the status of Geography in jhe-
corriculum_of tne efhmunity colleges in New York Etate.
An 1nitial‘survey was undertaken in 1976 and A follow-
up guestionnaire was dlstrlbuteg in 1981. Apglyses of °
the questionnaire returns indicated.,the types of
Gesgrapny courses being taught in the two year ‘zolleges,
. bhe academic training of tne "Gecgraphy instructors" ‘
‘~and the plans for future zourse offerings. In addivior,
tne changing status cf Geography at these institutions
during the past na%f decade was examined. | J
. - .
Malcolm Fairweather, ~ssociate Professqr and Chaiman,
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GEOGRAPHY IN THE COMVUNITY COLLEGE CWRRICULUM: THE - -
CASE OF NEW YORK STATE

- . -

1

, Introductisn,

+

In the State of New York there are 38 community ~olleges; 20 spon-

] ) LA
sored jointly by tne State University and the individaal ciurties anc %
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Geograpny has recorded a 30 percent
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ecline in *tne number oFf students
» - .‘. N ‘ -~
" enrolled in Geography courses and a, 40 percent decline‘in <re number of

Zecgraphy faculty in the State of ‘New York, Thes®€ f1gures parallel a -

v ’ N "\ ’ N > N
. national trend and as a résult 1t 1s imperative for the discipline in

N

. " o ) 4 - - \ ral ‘
7 this State to resogifize the potential resource of the community 2ollege
. students., However, before any viablejprogram‘to‘tap this reszciressacan

. . $ o {
bg started, it 1s essential that a data base be ectablizned 17 aenertain
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‘ Frequency and Type of Geography Ceurse Offerings: 19756 # 1980~1
) - No. Colleges Total Mumber of
Offering Thas Courses Taugnt Course
. * Course : ! Per Year Enrcllments
Co.ree Title” Il 1075~€ { 2080-1 It  1675-€ ; 1980-1 1980-1
' ] . .0 ~ 11 . “ .o : PPN
Introduction to Geograph z 5 " z 11 ] . 222
. : ~. ] A
Inwroduction 5 Prysical Gecgrapry £ & g 12 £ i 210,
. ) - i " i
*  InTroduction 2 Cu.t“xlal Geography! > & i 7 N 1= ;E 35 *
. ; ! 4
World Espaonal Geography ‘” A % & L1z y 240
+ . W t ‘;
EZconomiz Geograpny i 7 i ! g - ; 0
: : . i, ‘ . L
P-litizak Gecgraphy :‘ 1 z g 1 £ . 177~
’ ) | : -
4 Gecgraphy of lortn America ’;; “ z ! v = . 115
} | i
LR N z ~ ! S
Crban Geczrapny e | z 1 : j 1 : 20
.\ - ! : ' i -
Gecgraphy o Weztlern Europs M - 1 1' v - 1 i 20
' N i
ConSerATaOn 7 i - 1 | - 1 ) 50
. - 4 ' | ]
Geograpry oFf Middle £azt . ; - 1 ) - 1 . 17
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. an *increase in Phe number of collegég\ fering Geography courses and

onl in the case of Economic Geograohy, the -Geography of Mortn America
e , .

- \Ehd Urban Geograony had the number of colleges téacning these courses

Ls .
dec%lned. The 1argest decline was for Economic Geography (frcm 7 to 4

. institutions) and thais is surprising since during the past five years

.‘ ’ . N

there has been a surge in Businecs/Economics offerings.

»
The total number of Geography courses has increased during
[ . « ®

encoéragln but it is a
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wrend that 13 daffacult to assess. While thé‘change in the number of

sourses taugnt clearly parzllels ths trend for tne rumber of collogﬂs
W

]

inerease

) A
offering these partlcular courses (for axample, there was ar

&

in the nmumber of colleges teaching Introduction to Gecgraphy and the

. zctual humber of Introduction to Geography courses taught) 1t is dif- =.

ficult to emplain why World Regional Geography offerings would. increase
: oy . :

> {
veY those for the Geography of North America would decrease. Unfor-

tunately phe survey results-did not permit such finé scale analyses té

¢ be undertaken. . ’ N

The enrollments in the'Geography courses (avallable only for -

- ’

1980-1) gave some overall fezeasure of student demand. Qy far’the most

popular course 1in 1980-1 was Introduction to Cultural Geography (438 e
P N . AN . .

I * enrollments) followed by World Regional Geography (340 enrollments) vl
/ * i . 1]

after which only Introduction to Geography and Introduction to Physichl
Geography enrolled over 200 students each. .The four basic intyoductory’
' , - . N

’ * i / .
sourses of the discipline were fqQund to be those in greatest demapd by
. : AR
‘ + . . . 4
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the students. Th%g.is hardly surprising since community colleges offer

4 on the average two different types of Geography courses a year, If one
¢ accepts the hypothesis that the chances *of many students taking more
\» . than one Geography course in a yebr are slim, 1t 1s possible‘to esti-

\ ) . s
mate what proportion of all community college students in New York State

are enrolled ‘in Geography courses. Recent figures for the 1980-1 aca- -
o d >

emic year indicate that scme 280,000 students may be enrolled in the

[o3

; P . ]
community colleges pf New York State ($tate Education Departmég% esti-

N
¥

mate). Thus at best only 0.6 percent of all community college students

.
’ .

L

are enrolled in Geography coyrses 1n any one year. This f%gure may be
‘ . .
usgd\as a gufde to the relative, statﬁs of the discipline in the commu-
@. ." nity eolleges of lew York State —— a position of relatively very low
standaing. . e >
One of the problems associated with the teaching of Geography in

—

e community colleges is the fact that trained geographers do not intro-
duce tﬂg discipline to the students ‘attending those institétions.,’ln
.l an attempt to asce;tain the agademic background of éhe geography in-
structors in the commnity colleges of New Yoyk éﬁate Table ;I was dreawn
up. Amongst the faculty te;cﬁing geography during the 19801 _Vear, a
total of 16 degrees in Geography were held (up from 11 in 1975—6; and
although this'may Lppe;f to be an encouraging trend‘it'ghould b? peal—
ized that far more degreés of Geography instructors were held in the

.

discipline of Histor&% some 28 in 1980~1, an increase from the 9 in

-

) N X
1975-6). The other disciplines in which the Geography instructors had

?
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Aoademwc Training ‘of Faculty Teaching Geography, All Degrees He1d~
~N 1975-6 and 1980-1
v v \ . ~
. B.4A. " M.A. A.B.D. Doctoral
Diseiplape 107;42‘ 1080-1 1675-6 | 1080-1 1975-6 | 1980-1 1975-6 | 1080-1
History 5 10 3 11 <1 1 - 3
Economics 3 2 4 1 1 - 1 -
Geology 3 2 1 1 - - T4 -
Social Science 6 3 3 1 - .« -, - 1
Education ¢ 2 . - 1 - - - 2
Anthropology 1 1 1 1 - - L -
— Sociology o— 1 - 1 - - 4 - -
Paysics 1 - 1 - - - - -
. > .0
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their traln%ng wére Soci§l Studies followed‘301ntly,by Economics and

»

Geology. It maj\if concluded, therefore, that although the Jythical
: -~

o

"football coach" i5 not .teaching -our discfplape, individuals with de-=

grees in the social sciences other than Geography are, and to % stg-

-3

4///ﬂiflcant extent. These findings raise the serious question of why more

-

A~
'3

R
i

Geographers are not teaching their discipline, It is, probably 39bause
nere is not sufficient demand in the community colleges for Gedgraphy

to generate the need for full-time geography spetialists to be hired or

-

it may be that the graduate programs in the discipline are producing

narrow specialists whose training does not lend itself to the range of
a

’ .
the curriculum that the average community gollege social studies in-

3

structor must be able to offer to sﬁudents. Another possible reason )

could‘be that of discipline identity, where the community college admin-

istrators do not have an comprehension of our discig}in@ and delegate

the teaching responsibility of it to nonGeography®faculty as a meénsgof
. H
helping them to fill out their teaching loads. Whatever the correct
K * 1%
senario, the pictﬁre painted is rather bleak for the discipline and it

1s a situation that needs to be addressed forcefully and without delay.

Table III illustrates that the number of different faculty teaching

Geography has increased 'in the last five years by some 18 percent_to a

total of 27. One encouraging note here is th%ﬁ the number of full-time

t
faculty has increased ghile the number of barﬁ—timers has remained sta-
ble. +Unfortunately, the incfease in the number of faculty teaqh%ig

Geography was Wel} below the qate-of growth for community college stu-

-
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s’ Work Status of Faculty Teaching Geogrgphy:
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Number of Full-time Faculty Teaching Geography
Number of Part—time Faculty Teaching Geography
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dents during the same period. Furthennore the outlook for the. di801— .

P -

pllne contlnues to look bleak as at-only one institution were anyﬁnew
Geography course offerings planned and then this course, "World Reglonal
’ Geography, was only rated as being a "possibility" for ;E;ure offerxng,

all of this_in contrast to the 1975-6 survey when 6 ney geography
/ , . e P

courses were being planned to be offered. -
<' It would seem from the foregoing' section that the discipline -of
. - . . : o ’ . . T \ .. - . .l
Geography requires significant infusions of -aSslstance if it is.going
L 8 : .

to grbw in the community colleges of New York State in the future.
Professional;orgénizatlons will, have to incréase their inputs into the

.~

communiﬁy colleie arena bu% unfortunately most respondents'to‘th¢'1981
. , X
JSurvey had no opinion as to how‘raspon31ve'ﬁhe Associationujf American’

)

. ’ {
Geographers,, the Natioqal Council for Geographic Education or the

3 L

fmerlcan Geographical Socjety had been in meeting the needs of community

_college Geography';nstructors (sq& Question #4 in the Questionnaire
’ . . T
Appendix). In three instances fO{/Ehe AAG, one for the NCGE and none

for the AGS did the respondents feel that these professionéi organiza-

~ - N . ~
tions had been responsive to their needs. These very low figures rep-

t

- resent positive ratings.of- only 16 and 5 percent respectively for the

-

AAG and th NCGE, a very poor showing that was a near mirror image of

the 1976‘questionnaire results énd a situation that was parélleled by

the fact that the special session for community college Geographers at .

. . (]
the 19§1 Annual Meeting of the AAG was cahcelled because of lack of

?

&culty/organization\{nterest. It would seem that this lack of inter-

L ]
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acton between the community. coliege° ograpﬁy instructors and these .-

~ A

' 8,
Drofe331onal organizations is a two way street but:this factor~was in

A

1 . accordance with the flndlngs to the. ouestlon ony whether: the communlty

-

N . chlege organizations were‘'more reesponsive to't eﬁcommunity college_ “ .

. . . 4 »
. .

L4

Geographer than were, the professional geography’groﬁﬁs (see Qgeétion
#5 on the Questionnalre in the Appendix), as onlyltwo Qiépdndents felt,
3 that community. college organlzataons were moxre resoons1v% € felt that -

— . they were ‘not and 10 had no, opinion, This diseovery was in ‘sharp con-

- ~
- PR -

- . . .
trast to the 1976 results and illwstrated that the community cbllege :

a

Geographani do not feeia!kat their heeds are belng met, by the profes- ’

- -

R ) . sional organlzatlons. _The void that exists, therefore, has to be filled
. if Geograph& is to thrite in. this academig setting. An opportunity o

BN . . . S 0. .
) -exasts for the.Geography groups to me t the needs of the community col-

. . "lege Geographers and to help bolsteF“the. discipline at, these imsgtitu~ .
: 25

- - .-

~
-

‘fiops'in New York State. . 4 .
. ‘%ﬁ S ) Theﬁ%eeé for more involvement in the’communltxfoolleges of New
; " York State by the‘profeesional Geography organizations is&made morte
appareﬁt by the fact th;t the Geography‘gnstructors percelved.that%/o;e’

\\\\_“_____;’”f Geography courses could be taught (72 percent of the respondents held

tHIé viéw) and nearly €6 percent felt that more- geography courses should

L. ;‘ be,teught, viewswparalleling the 1976 survey (see questions #6'aQ9/#7,
N on‘the Queotionnaire in the Appendix). Tﬂere are potential gaine that '
.Q can be made in increasing the Geography component in community- college
. - - curricula. ,ferhaﬁg this is the time for increased cooperation with the ‘
B : o
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four year colleges and the univérsities sincé the i981 survey iridicated

that two thirds.,of the respondents had poor.or;no.interactioﬁ with these
. ',l
»

inst%tuﬁ}onsh yet of the five respondeﬁts wh® had éOOd‘or satisfactory °*

‘interébtlon with the-senior institutions they found them responsive to

+ ¥ Iy

their rleeds (see Question #10 on the Questionnaire in the Appendix);

N rd
This finding illustrated that there 1s great potentjal for improving

) interaction between the two and fouryear colleges/universities and that

¥

-»

\

. ] .
this can only benefit the discipline of Geography. In addition, studies
- v N ’ +|

wave indicated that a large proportion of community college graduates ‘ 4

-
.,

continué their education at nearBy four year schools end universities v
thus any time and extra effort inwfIved in assisting the community col- .

lege Qeograpﬁy staff could have its rewards in increased Gebgraphy en—

. .

’ , #
rollments at.the senior institutions. Furbhermore, 1f the professional

ions} were to become more responsive to the needs of
N 2 N

nGéograﬁ%y'iﬁ§$%ucﬁérs n"the commmity colleges, enrollments in the
E . . .S .

:Qiscipiine as a whole could be augmented, a Gritical factorlin the peri-
od of detlining Geograﬁhy.enrgllments.

e Surprisiééiy, ii%ple opirfion was foffthcoming as to the role the .
regional ,divisions of the AAG could play as & veh;cle for inc;eésing 8
two year-four &ear college inferéction; an opinion unchanged from 1976
(see question #12.on the éuestionnaire in the Appendixz). Since many of "?

¢ N )
not surprising, howevery when:66 percent of the 1981 regpondents stated

the instructors of Geography were/yot trained as Geographers this was

an interest in a New York State Geographical Society (down from 71 per-

.

.
. .
.
. . .
" - 4 / . “
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cent in 1976) and none of ,them had negative opinions on the matter, the
. v

question of the effectiveness of the Middle States AAG organization in
the academic arena of the commuity college has to be questioned, It

may be that 1ncreased qontact by the’ local four year ¢olleges and
, A

univers1t1es, regional representatives pf the NCGE and the regional di-

visions of the AAG could help community college Geography instructqrs,

meet some of their professional needs and help to improve enrollments-in

-~

Geagraphy courses at the same time (question #l1 on the Questionnaire in

the Appendizx). ~

-

v -

Tﬁ% types of assistance stated as being desirable by the community
eollege Geography instructors %ere related to their primary function —-
teaching (see question #8 on the Questionnaire in the Appendix), al-
thqugh with the exception of field study guides.all of the 1tems on the
1981 list were closely ranked with and paralleled the findings of the

1976 survey. It is interesting that the desire for information about

Acareer’oge// nings for Geography students and the guide to yndergraduate

degree programs were rated so highly in the later survey. It would seem
that Geography instructors’would like~to have informstion to pass on to
their students. about post-community 3! lege opportunities in Geography.
This may be one area in whicn fhe re onal divisions of the AAG and

field representatives of the NCGE could become more active, The impor-

tance of the need for professional‘organizations to address thehproblems

. of the community college Geognéphy instructors was brought out further
SN .

by question #11 on the buestionnaire whdre the distinct preferences for

- -

+
»

N . ' ) v
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_conference orientations were: (i) to discuss mutual problems/needs; and
-3« A ' ¥
. 3 . : N> : i . .
i (1i) discussion/demonstrgtion sessions on teaching techniques. Most of
, p ‘
* / * ., the respondentsirateéd the presentations of scholarly research as the
least desirableﬁﬁspect or-orientation of such a professional conference [ .
. For)
- o unfortunatelyé5 e bulk of the‘professional Geography meetings are so
, : . oriented and thus percelved as hav1ng little value or relevance to those
- .
[N .
faculty teachlng Geography 1n the communlty colleges. ,
Conclusion. *
¥ A‘ﬁ, ,

THe comparative analysis of these surveys offers but a partial

@

glimpse of a.felabively small proportion of the community'college Geog-

'

raphy spectrum,” however, it did identify many of the needs of the com-

munity college‘GeDgraphy nstructors and how hey viewed possible solu-
u

-

tions to their problems. It is apparent that Geography in the community
LT . ) P

colleges of New ¥ork State holds a lowly #tatus and one in which profes-

——

sionally t}ained Geographers do.not play a dominant role. There have
B - " been somc*gal:s;made in New York State over the past five‘yea(i;j;:iJ
. ’ + these have,begn sm . £learly the needs of thege faculty are eing
addresseu by four ye college or university Geography departments, pro-
- ‘ fessional Geography ganjzations or the com@unity college groups; With
large“numbers of students transferring from two to four year collegesr ‘ (_
' and unlversléleg each yeam the dlSClpllne of Geography is clearly miss- *
. . ing a vast regource pool of potential students and.p0931bly future ) v

Geography majors and proféssionals. If the discipline 'is to survive

it must place much more attention on the lower rungs of the professional
7= 7
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ladder and it

- J ¢
must not:forget that the largest Geography departments

.

- N i ) Pt
' survive because they teach lafg% numbers of students that have tO be

~ . ~»

recruited each year. WFurthermore, the firest Geography scholars were
: : K ) .

g "*at one time inexperienced yndergraduat

.
L]

ests were propably

sparked by Geogréphy instructors tgachfhg introductory courées. The

-

es whose inter
L\

-

foundation of the discipline is an the undergraduate programs and the
’ * -y ! )

comrmurity tollege sector of *nat foundation 1s not being tapped to its

fullest

f
N ‘

extent, 1f thé Tew YorksSta¥g.situalion is an accurate model.
. L]
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(1} On the table telow please list all GEOGRAPHY cours‘\el} offered at yocur insti- )
tution, how often they are taught and the average enrollment in each:
E roN [ - « aT
* LVERAGE CLASS SIZE
TOURSE TITLE ’ © FREQUENCY OF OFFERING < PER ENROLIINENT
ex. Geog, of 1I,Y, State cnge a year : 25 studénte \
, - )
- '
P ~
hY . .
. LS
. < "1 '
. ' f‘:?‘g‘&) * e
A
Ay ‘ x
t
/ 1] <
“ - - v
- & ' - »
4 k)
P * . . .
* (2) FPlease lis® any :T:T;."gec;éf% seurses “rat are _Larnet <o e sfferel during
’ Tne next tue years. . .. ‘ :
N PN
h ’ 1 “ 1
(3 ' N *
(3) Ir wrich diseciplines do the fasulty “eacring Gecgraphy nold degrees:
. ) .
Faculty member (4) full-time, part-time. Bacnelor's ifi
vastdr's in - , Dostorate in 1
Faculty“member (B) full-time, . part-tume.,; Bazrel~r's in-
+ » . 1]
' Masto . . !
Faculty member (C) _ . 1 11 s in
héste VQP.%‘&)ES . i .
. R SY‘E ] . ' ‘
Faculty member (D) ) 3 in-~ .
Master's an - , vIerurawe 1n . . ,
et - .
) P v . -
Faculty member (E;n full-time, . part-tame. Bachelor's in v
! Master's an: , Doctcrate in i
\) \ . \\" e *
~
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T ‘ NO'I‘EV.:.)I9"/,‘576 Survey, Results: Eﬂﬂ

v N K R .1980~1 Survey Results: L{. N

< -17

¥ N .' M
o (4) Do you. think that the following geograpmca.l organlzatlons have been respon-
Sive 4o the needs of communi college geographe,ys”

" )

'Assonlatlor_l’\&f American Geographers[’]a yes, L7€1 6 no [[Z i no opinion,
tlonal Coun%ll far Geographic Education [ | yes. LSZ no,[9]s l/ no opinion,
Ameridan, Geégraphlcal~goc1etypj 0 yes,[‘] 7 no, Eﬂ ” no opinion..

} ) a
. (5) Do you beq ieve that community «<ollege orzented organ*zcztlﬁns (exg Community~
- Colléege "Social Science Assocration) are better suited o meet the needs of
. ¢ommfinity ccllege geograpny faculty than the .professional geography organ-
vzations (ex. Adsociation of .»’-memuan Geographers)? - }
?f:72 -.,,EJ éno ):5] /Ono oclmqg ) L
’,‘.sr‘!:{r,e;‘.*: -
! T Y r -
- 1 Y-
* (6} "5 ysou cellewe that more gecgraghy ccurses GOULD te.taught at your college?
' * ] - ' .
- Eg / yes j3n:,f‘*’]2dc rot know .ot
» * o \ {
Cermernt ~
\ < ¥
- . 17 o .ot -
! b
Y {(7) Iz y’u celieve <nat more gecgraphy courses SHOULD be graugnt at your ccllege?
7 . ] . -
[_”j ,‘? ves, )X, ré] 2no opinicn
. i .
Pimase erplair brr ansger '
4
" [ SN __________‘_‘__'_
A "

(2) v,'ré’ typet of ard would you like 4% »avevg,c;gram./ Grean1zatlons or Co.
. u.mvergrfy gecgrapny departments Elv'@ t2 tnose. faculty teaching geography
sin cummunaty “ollemQ‘? .

E’q /2 Audlo-v:z.oual materials (e> maps, photo slides etc.)

ﬂoj ” Leachmg Materrads (ex. ,sample proj;ects, _daba, refcrer.c ez ete.)
[g) 5 Fleld s:cudy guldes

[ Career openings fér geography.students. . L B h

E77 /O Ur~to date syntheses of "what's going on" 1in the, discipiine (ex. new
areas of resear’*h research findings etc.) ’

r_‘?j 7 A gul;e 10 geogra,,hj in the fJur year colleges AT THE UNDERGRADUATE
LEVEL. A

_O*her %.B s -




{‘" ) 2 - - _.: e
- . ' NOTE 1975-6 Survey Results: ij o
1980~1 Survey Results: l}- e M vg

(9) How much interaction (by letter, telephone etc.) does your geography faculty
, have wvith the geography departments in four yeal ¢blleges and universities?

, ) e 5
D_J_z_ good interaction . . . )

».}
: [ ] é satlsfactor'y 1nteraotv on - ) v .
v [ 1 .5 poor interaction ACERE
P [7] 6 no interaction : \

~ .
Please comment &n your answer to the above .

2 £

-+ ) : - -
-» /. ) - - N . .
+ (1C)) Are tne four year co¥flege-and university gecgrap »hy departments responsive to
. tre needs of comrunity college faculty ‘teaching geograpny?
)5 yes, Bl no U0l 9 no opanic .
1
~ommert - .

. 1

’ {11y Woumdld you oe irnterested in a lew York ;tate gesorapny society in wWhich .
. 20! ty zoilexe and four year ccllege faculties would ceorerate as equal
: partners? ’ .

ks

What snduld be the gom.at of sucit meetings? (please rank, your respfnse #l
. .+« being hhghest preference, .4 being lowest preference) .

Bvoj'Q.QReséarch paper sessions (as at regional meetings).
3 N -~
D""‘j ' ) Demonstratien/discussion sessicns on teaching teckniques etc.

[E/ éj l 5 Formzl and informal ?neeum z 0 discuss mutual ne,ea , problems ete.
(agenda *o b== distributed ‘QI‘lOI‘ to meeting).

. Other, _#ease desombe: .

(13) Are the-regional meetings bf the Association of American Geographer (1n thas
s case the lMidle States Divisaon) ef'fective vehicles for two year=four year
© %3llege interacition.® : )

. 3]__2__ ves, 5:” no;ﬂaj '3no opinion . | .

’.
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