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Preface

The Commuttee on International Fducation of the Council of Craduate
Schools 1n the United States provides, n this statement, what they have
referred to as a “primer” for the graduate dean’s otfice on the subject of the
toreign student in the American graduate school This 1s not intended to be
a defimitive statement Rather, 1t provides general guidelines and identifies
issues that may require special attention on a particular campus In addition,
the reader 1s provided with the names and addresses ot agencies that may be
consulted tor more speatic information

Michael | Pelczar, Jr
President
December, 1980
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Introduction

The CGS Commuttee on International Graduate Education was tormed to
examune the broad issues associated with an unprecedented growth in foreign
student enrollment during the past decade This grow th, coming at a time of
relative stabilitv 1n domestic ««udent enroliment and involving, for the most
part, students trom countries whose political and economic relationsnips, with
the United States are often matters of deep public concern, has raised many
guestions about the role of American graduate schools in the educatton and
training of foreign students.

There are no simple or single answers Diversity 1s a principal charactenstic
of Amencan graduate educabon Supporting this diveraity, however, 1s a
shared beliet in the process of rational inquiry, not only as the basis for our
graduate degrees, but as the touchstone tor the development of policies
afrecting graduate education

The Committee on Internatioral Graduate Education has attempted to ad-
dress common concerns in the hope ot stimulating discussion, recogn.zing
that the responses to those concerns will be as vaned as the institutions which
constitute the membership ot the Couneil of Graduate Schools 1 the United
States




The Foreign Student in
- American Graduate Schools

The number of torew students 1n American graduate programs has m-
creased dramatically deaang the last two decades, and many have prorected
that this igure will rise at an even taster rate during the rest ot this century
Most ot these students come trom dev cloping countries and 10 many cases,
are sent here te acquire skills and training needed by those countries as thev
increase therr partiapation in the world < indus trial, commercial, intellectual,
xad cultural activities As American universities experience greater enrollment
by toreign students several issues can be identited w hich require the atten-
tion of graduate tacults and graduate school administrations Among these
are the ettects ot changing patterns ot enrollment in spegtic programs, and,
more broadly - the impact larger numbers ot toreign students mav have on
university services ana on campus lite in general

The enrollment ot students in American graduate programs s governed by
several factors, among which are the number of taculty, their availabilit and
commitments, facilities tor teaching and research and tnancial support
Awareot these constraints, those respe nsible tor making admissions decisions
review credentials and recommend admission tor those appheants +ho «iem
best quahtied Special skills, specitic undergraduate prerequistes, and per-
formance on standardized tests, such as the GRE, are among the critena used
to evaluate the candidates for admission to graduate programs For the most
part. toreign student applicants have been assessed similarly In certain pro-
grams however the nfluy ot toreign students has comeided with 1 relative
dechne in the number ot American students cntering those tields This s the
case n enginecning, the tield with the greatest concentration of toreign stu-
dents

The ettect of large numbers of toreign graduate students on g specitic
program s dithicult to assess It the magority of those students are from one
country or trom a speahic area of the world, they may teel that program
modtfications should be made to suit therr particular needs In most cases,
this would undoubtedly be resisted by taculty on the grounds that such
moditications might erode the quality and tegrity ot graduate studs i the
disaphae In some situations however, broadening the perspective ot pro-
grams partioularly in the technicad areas, m order to eypose students to a
greater variets of problem situations could ennch o graduate program tor all
students

It many toreign students i a spratic program come trom a country where
there 15 political instability, they may be subjected to considerable pressures
and anwieties that can markedly attect ther academi progress Funds to
support them and to pay therr tuition may be delaved or cut oft entirely
Faculty members in departments <o attected may tind themsdy es much more
mvolved m helpimg to resolve non-academi problems ind may discover that
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their know ledpe ot other cultures s madequate or msuthaent binally recent
national toregn policy events have brought the tederal government and unm-
versitios nto a ditferent kind ot contact concernimg student visa imatations
and related matters  The potental tor our government s toregn policy post-
Hions attecting toreign student admissions or enrollees is certanly greater than
i past vears and anneersities may well need to develop more dearly stated
policy posibions on toreign students

In sdecting 1ssues which require study and responses each institution
should wetgh the questions in hght ot its history, ats graduate school mission,
and mdin dual graduate program goals and objectives The continued grow th
as wellas the diversity o the toregn student population requires a university
toact in a coordmated manrer with central admunistration knowledgaple and
supportive ot ettorts to deal wath forewen students The tmancal ofticers must
be apprised of the possible imphications ot anancrease in that student com-
ponent ot the insttution The toreign student advising othee should b able
te plan ettecavels tor and to nuanage the needs assoaated with an increase
m toreen student enrollment Indinodual academie departiments and pro-
pramas play a central role i the admission process as they should know besf
the appropriateness ot ther programs to a toreign studen! The graduate
whoal or some other centrahzed admissions ottice should be the rocal point
tor the collection and cotlation ot apphaation materials

The enrollmen. of toragn graduate students provides problems and chal-
femges tor admi astrators and tacults megbers The grmﬁ-r dnersity of the
“tudent budy adds to theo ultural and intellectual environment, but statements
that justity toretgn enroliments <olehy m terms ot ‘mutual ennchment” may
be notas compelling as they once were: Attention should begiventoproy ding,
conditions and an environment thot will tavor the exchange ot ideas and
mtormation among toren students and American students

We lnve g plurabstic socets and o pluralistic world, and learnimg to ive
with that diversity rather than trving to assimulate it may be the ulimate
good that comes trom a mult-national multi-ethnic carpus community The
common bond of ~cholarship s otten the onbe one th* universities can really
proside and the cause nt world understanding should be advanced as dit-
terent yroups interact within what must be the free academic atmosphere ot
OUT UV e TSities
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The Relevance of
American Graduate Curricula

'Onccunsm]ucnw ot theincreased presence of toreign stude nts in American
graduate programs has been a growmginterest, both in the L nrted States and
abroad, in the question ot the relevance 6t American graduate education to
the needs ot toreign graduate students

There are two tairlv clear positions that can be debated in deciding the
extent to which American graduate education should be responsive to the
needs af toreign students One ot these hotds that the primary responsibility
ot graduate education 1 to educate and train students to the developing edge
ot know ledge and to advance that kno ledge continually through research
in and scholarly contributions to the discipline In this view the needs of the

,disaphre, as related to the need tor knowledge ot society at large, are not
or.lv dminant, but transcend bme and place Al students, American and
toreign. are viewed alike and their immediate or ultimate needs are irrelevant
The responsibility tor application to ditferent systems rests with the student
The other posthion maintains that graduate education 1s responisible tor meet-
ing the needs ot 1ts constituents and that programs should change n resporse
to those needs In this view, the job market or the needs of dc\’(‘lnplng
countries become prime considerations, and persuastve arguments can be
advanced tor the design ot speaalized progroms tor fureign students or
Amencan students, or any other constituency In this ase, the responsibility
tor translation to ditterent systems rests wath the program

These twe positions more than kel represent the extremes otacontinuum,
with the basic saences at one end and the more practice-oriented programs
at the other There s little question that some programs, in some settings,
could be tocused on the needs ot toreign students without any compromise
N quality It s equalls obvious that other programs must answer only to
standards imposed by the disapline and must ensare that all students meot
those standards

It s certain!y true that graduate study and research in manv tields has
alwavs myvolved a global perspective Students, American or otherw 1se, have

: done research and written dissertations on topics and 1ssues that relate to
countries other than their own Until recently, however, that phenomenon
has involved tields such as history, political saience sociology, and most
humanities disaphnes Ot speaial interest todav is the grow ing internation-
alization ot business and technical tields so that, particularlv in the more
apphed areas, there may be good reasons to modity programs, not just for
toreige students but tor all students Many schools ot business, tor example,
are adding new sequences m internatu nal business 10 recogmition ot this
tactor

The general question of whether programs should be moditied to accom-
modate the interests ot toreigr students can be ansuered onlv n specihg

-t
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torm~ and only in the content ot certan basie characteristics ot American
graduate education first the disc iphne structure dominates the detimition ot
program and i this context one cannot talk about Amencan praduate
education as 1t it were monolithic or homogeneous Fach disciphine has dit-
teront requirements and they are not alwavs tultifled ' the same manner at
cach untversity second wherers atone time, master s and doctoral programs
were regarded as sequentual parts of the same process—the trainmgrot ~chol-
ars —the master s degree more and more 15 viewed as a prdctlcu»orlcnh'd
degree asan ead natselt Finallv i programs leading to doctoral degrees,
the taculty advisor s the mostimportant indinidual responsible tor detinmyg,
a student’s specsic program: Thus althiough all students in a given disaphne
may be required to complete acore ofcommon courses cach dedtoral student’s
program i~ developed as a result of extensive and ongotng discussion Fetween
student and adviser

T he extent to which a student’s graduate experience 1s consonant w ith that
ctudent s own goals s depende -t on his ability to articulate these goals, the
flexibiity avatlable 1n depree reqenrements, and the taculty adviser’s wilhing-
ness to accommodate the specttic mnterests of the student. Graduate programs
at the doctoral level are also usually indivaaalized through the use otelective
courses and more imporlantly - through the selection ot dissertation topics

At the master's level a ditterent set of conditions may prevail Many ot the
master’s degrees i the Lnited States are awarded tor completion ot a certamn
amount of course work  The thesis, which once provided a tocal point tor
most master s Programs is Now a requirement ot relatively tew  Instead of
preparation tor research many master's degree programs todav are often
concersed as preparation tor protessional practice Many ot these programs,
espedally practinoner ty pe degrees (M B A andM P A yrather than M A or
M & are now routiels accredited byoprotessional groups whose tunction i
to ensure that the degree certiies specitic experience and ceanpetencies These
programs rather than promoting mdividuality attempt to guarantee unitor-
mity of backeround through prescribed sequences ot courses There 15 otten
httle opportunity te moditication to sutt the needs ot the indisidual student

Another isste related to protessional practice or apphed graduate programs
concerns caltural ditterences i disaphnes Many saentihie and technieal
subjects are thought to be relatively ultire-tree”, that s, they transcend
natwnal and cultural boundaries  This as certanly stll true tor tields Ttke
mathematics or chemistry But in the more applied tields, a cunous paradox
arises  Ihe graduate programs that are most attractive to toreign students are
those that are most cosely related to our own culture The majority ot toren
ctudents who pursue advanced study inouruniversities do som engineenng
and business  These subjects are ot special and immediate conee.a to devel-
oping countries and turthermore the L mted States 15 pereetved as the world
Jeader m technology and business methods But our graduaw programs n
these tields have developed mresponse to and n concert with American
indistry and business and are thus embedded m our caltural, politcal, and
econoimie sy stem THis may mdeed make these programs less relevant m the




;

-

immediate sense tor application o ditterent ciltural sustem The m Jor
questions that arise have to do with wheo how and by whom this transte
otknow ledge trom one system to another should ocenr st the responsibihity
at the institution the taeults member or the student to ettect this transter?
Should thr transter take pl;u e dunny the process ot praduate education or
ctter?

The yraduate schoot accepting the diversity i program goals that custs in
ditterent dreas ot an mstitution recognizamy the dommant role plaved
taculty, members o detining, produate programs and tostering unequiyocal
commitment to the highest academmic standards s adeally placed to provide
a torum where these quescons ssues aned deas can be discussed Through
this kind ot discussion ear policres yundimg toreien student graduate edu-
cation can be tormulated

Q I
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The Assistantship as a
Source of Financial Support
for Foreign Graduate Students

The National Association for Foreign Student Atfairs reports that substantial
hnancral support for toreign graduate students comes from parents “and rel-
atives Pecsonal savings, tellow ships, assistantsh 1ps, and other employment
constitute additional sources ot support Given the nising cost ot graduate
edycation in the United States, 1t 1s kely that the financal support provided
by parents, relatives, and personal savings wyll be inadequate

Finanaial support provided tor graduate students by American universities
1s frequentlvan the form of assistantships or fellnwshlps Sources of support
tor toreign students may be much more hmited Many fellowships are not
avatlable to foregn students In addition, some departments are reluctant to

.award teaching assistantships to students trom non-English-speaking

countnies, particularly duning the hirst vear Research assistantships constitute
a more comm n form ot support tor toreign students, but even in this case,
awards often are notavailable to tirst-vear students In all cases, departmental
policies may vary tro 2 vearto vear and arelinked to the availabifity of students
and funds

The appointment ot graduate students to TA posttions 1s usually the re-
sponsibihity ot the department chawrman, but the graduate dean often 15 in-
volved erther through the allocation of tunds or the imtiation ot campus-wide
policies about the appointment process and related teaching-assistant matters
Thus, 1t may fall ta the graduate dean, werking in concert with department
charrmen and college deans, to detine the 1ssues involved 1 utilizing inter-
national students as TAs and to coordinate the development of policies that
attempt « ensure good teaching tor'undergraduates and fair treatment for
toregn s wcckm;, tinancial assistance

At least thre®issues related to student dissatistaction with TAs can be
identihied rather prcuscl\ The tirstas intellgibility Many foreagn students
speak Enghsh with an accent, and 1t1s notalways easy for American students
to understand what 15 being said Tnis 1issue becomes complicated when one
tries to distinguish between mability to understand the instructor and inability
to understand the subject matter In addition. many American students teel
that the burden ot learming to understand an untamiliar accent should not be
added to the burden ot learning the subject The second, somewhat more
suctle issue, has to do with cufture Some toregn students come trom back-
grounds where the relationship between student and teacher1s quite different
trom that tound 1n the American classroom  This can lead to difticulties in
communication thatare enttirely separate trom the 1ssue of ntelhgibiity The

- dithculties mav range trom mability to cope with questions percewved as

challenging the authornity of the teacher, to the reluctance ot some male TAs

.
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to work with temale students A third 1ssuc concerns the assumptions that a
foreign graduate student may make about the level ot knowledge of Amernican
undergraduates This cap be ot great consequence tn mathematics and related
quantitative disciplines where, tor the most part, toreign students, especially
those from the Far East, tend to have had better mathematics preparation at
the pre-college level than Amernican students

The abiity to be understood in English, to communicate in a classroom
setting, and to assess the backgrounds ot students so as to be able to esablish
educational baselinzs, are at wties required ot all teachers, in the case of the
toregn TA, however, each 3t 1eqe adributes may be complicated by inguistic
and cultural tactors Should Amenican students expect all of therr teachers to
speak Amencar Enghsh? In most universities, the answer would be no, since
tacult. and graduate teach g assistants come trom many different countries
Wide vanations in accents at d inintelhgibility do exict, however, and swdents
have anghtto demand irstractors whocan be understood Graduate students
whose knglish-apeaking «oility 16 inadequate tor cl>sroom instruction should
not recerve appointments as TA< Son.e universities have tried to resolve rhis
1ssue by establishing policies that prevent students from non-English-speak-
ing countries from holding teaching assistantships during therr first vear 1n
graduate school Generic policies of this type may represent an attempt to
avoud problems rather than toderafy and resolve them To do so may require
avartety ot means, all ot which necesaitate a con aitment of time, inciuding
that ot the taculty, and ot tunds on the part of the institution

Foreign students who are not eligible tor departmental assistantships, and
who do not have theirgwn source ot support, will £ 11t extremely difficult
to continue their education in the United States suce visa restnictions may
pre ont them (or their spouses) trom holding jobs Although many educa-
tonalinstitutions have developed elaborate screening processes to assure that
the student has suthaent tunds available as a condition of admission the
toreign student mas still need emergency financial assistance Some ins titu-
tions nave short-term loan programs available, larger or longer-term loans
usually require resident co-signers :

¥ hile students trom some countries are taced with acute financial djfficul-
ties when they trv to pursue their education in this country, recent changes
in the balance of wealth in the world, particularly those changes associated
with the distnihution ot petroleum and related resources, have mtroduced
new tactors Many students from the oil-rich countries have abundant finan-
aal resources available to them Newly wealthy countries mayv mdicate an
treerestin developing agreements wherebv American universities are paid for
e educational service they provide for students from those countries Even
under these arcumstances, serious tinancial problems mav anse for both
students and American institutions when events in the home country interfere
with the pavment ot tuition or stipeads or both Institutions with expanding
foreign student enrollments need to recognize the advantages and possible
Asks ofarrangemerits of this type and do all they can to ensure fiscal stability
tor the student as vell as tor the institution



Finanaing grduate education 1s becoming an increasingly * erious problem
tor all students As sources ot tunds become imited, « onie toreign students
may hind it mere ditticult to qualiny tor support trom American nstitutions
Unnersities with sigrubicant enrollments ot toreign students will have to
develop appropriate policies tor dealing with these inancial concerns
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In most graduate programs recruitment procedures havt been developed
which are designed to attract weell qualitied applicants The emphasis has been
on attracting Amencan students, and tew institutions have actively sought to
increase enroliment of toretgn students Some graduate instituttons receive
tar more inquiries from abroad than can be dealt with ettectively, and this
problem has mtensitied as the number ot foreign students seeking entry to
Amernican graduate schools has increased At the same time, most institution,
have begun to seek better wavs otidentity ing outstanding students trom other
countries, and 1t v in this context that recruitment ot toreigr students should
be viewed

Here and abroad there exist many agercies, both governmental and non-
governmental, which are involved heavily ininternatioral educational acti -
ities  Among them are the Institute ot International ducation (1Ik), The
Atncan American Institute (AAD, The Amenican-Mideast Educational and
Training Service (AMIDEAST). and The Latin American Scholarship Program
of Amernican Universities (LASPALU) Some are engaged in recruttinent ond
screening, others in the placement and or tunding of students A knowledge
ot these organizations can be of immeasurable benetit to the graduate dean
who wishes helpin reciuitment, i the mterpretation ot toreign credentials,
or in understanding the socual, wultural, and attitudinal evpectations ot stu-
dents trom other countries

Fmbassies in Washirgton can serve as sources ot mtormation and support
Some ot the larger embassies have mdividuals who are assigned the respon-
sibihty ot assisting toreign students with problems related to therr residency
in the United States

Some mnstitutions have developed ettective overseas alumni activities uti-
liring their own graduates who are supplied with up to-date intormation on
programs available in the United States, combined occasionally with taculty
members who travel abroad to meet and screen prospective students
overseas recruting s undertaken by an institution, only emplovees or alu nni
speatically authorized by the institution should be utihized, and those u.di-
viduals should be accountable to the graduate dean or some other central
academic otficer The emplovment ot overseas ! rokers” should be discour-
aged, as these agents are primanly mterested i tinancial remuneration rather
than in the identitication ot w ell-quabtied students or appropriate placements

Anv ettorts made to increase the enrollment ot foreign students requires
constant attention in order tor the institution to assureatselt that well-quahihed
students are bemg adnatted

1:

L oy

O

RIC

s



Foreign Graduate Admissions

The heart ot a unwersity ~ toreign student program tor graduate students
15 the admussions process because it deternunes both the quantity and qualits
ot enrolled graduste students In research-onented universities where stu-
dents are admatted primariy tor doctoral study (or to doctoral programs) the
admussions decision rests almostentirely with the taculty In other institutions,
sors s or alt ot the graduate applicants may be admitted by a central admissions
office In ether case, 1t s important that institutional decisions be internally
consistent concerning minimum requirements tor all appheants Usaally this
1~ achweved through a generai set ot admissions requirements tormulated by
the graduate school

The admussion of toreign students ditfers only shghtly, trom the admission
ot domestic students In both cases, there must be some dissemination ot
intormation, whether this 1s seen as 1 recrutting tool or merely as providing
apohicants wath intormation about the program  Some additional publications
spectheally orented tovard the student applying trom outside the United
States mav be required  These publications should include intormation on the
tollow i 2 1tems a aescription of the institution, particularly with regard to
the size of the student body and the range ot programs available, an outiine

t the acadenuc svstem, the degrees otfered, general degree requirements,
und time himits, Enghsh language requirements, housing intormation, reahstic
e timates of expenses tor a twels e-month v ear tor academic afy general living
expenses {incuding dependents), and services available to toreign students,
such as advising,

The admitting institution, pon securing approval from the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) to enroll non-immugrant students, must
assume respensibiirty tor tollow 'ng the regulations set torth by INS and the
United States Department ot State: Among, those regulations is the issuance
ot a preperly executed Form 1-20, the Certificate of Ehgibility tor Non-
Immigrant Student Status (the TAP-66 for exchange visitors), to a toreign
student who s accepted  The nstitation may issue an -20 when it determines
that the applbeant has satished the following conditions academic require-
ments, suthicient finanaal resources, and English language proticiency Upon
1ssuing the 1220, # ¢ institution cerhities that the applicant is admutted for the
purpose ot erolling in a tull course of study which wilt lead to the attainment
ot a speatic educational objective

Institutions should make certain that the toreign student’s previously at-
tempted courses ot study are comparable to those required of an American
student seeking admission to the school at the same level The evaluation of
academie credentials 1s wsually a cooperative etiort between adnussions and
acadenmic dep artments Departmental taculty usually judge the appropnate-
ness ot a torcign student’s academie back ground tor the programe(s)

To assess the adequacy ot tinandial resources, many schools require an
attidavat endorsed by a monetary institution in the student’s Loome country,

o N
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or a fully detailed f.nancial statement, or both Occasionally these statements
. m1y be tnaccurate and, as a resalt, mary students who appear on paper to
have adequate resources tace tinancial ditticalty Institutions may wish to
acquire documented evidenice toom the student's home country that restric-
tions on the export of monev will not present the flow ot tunds to the
dniversity
The evaluation of Fnghish mastery should be related to the proposed field
ot graduate studv as well as to the avalability ot specialized Englsh training
programs A procedure must exist for specitying any conditions or restrictions
placed on the admission of the student such as impros ed English proticiency
A tollow-up svstem b determune whether these conditions have been met

-hould be present also
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English Language Competence

All toreign students entenng graduate schoole in the United States should
possess proticiency in the use ot the English language This skill 1s necessany
wothat students can complete their academic programs successtully and tunc-
tion 1n social and cultural settings outside the classroom and laboratory - A
student’s inability to communicate etfectively can cause academic problems
and can also result in a sense of 1solation or “toreignness

Faced w ith these concerns a graduate institution has many guestions related
to the extent ot 1ts re-ponsibilin Among them are What means are available
to ey aluate acandidate’s competence? How rehable are the evaiuations” What
minimal standards should an institution establish” What responsibihity does
the institution have to students who require additional Enghsh training?
Should the graduate taculty allow a reduction in acadennc demands to permit

torergn students to spend more ettort in gaining Lnglish competency?

Several tests can be used to evaluate tor admission the English proficiency
ot candidates whose native language is not English. Perhaps the most wadely
nsed 18 the Test ot English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), developed and
administered b. the Fducational Testing Service This test is admimistered
throughout mostot the w orld on dates which are widely publicized It stated
purpose 15 to test Listenmg comprehension (abilitv to understand spoken
Fnghsh), structure and wntten expression {ability t recognize appropnate
otandard wnitte 1 knghsh), and reading comprehension and vocabulary (ability
to understand vanous kinds of general reading matter)

The administrators ot TOFFL do not determine passing and tailing scores
Indnvidual institutions must deternune the level of scores that are acceptable,
thev are ginded by intormation handbooks available to them trom the TOEFL
administrators, by past experience, and by theinstitution’s capacity to provide
adequate language training TOFFL scores range from 200 to 700 While scores
tron the Tow to the middle or high 300s are the most widels used tor admis-
wions and placement purposes, they are probably the most dithicult toanterpret
In terms of the candidate’s ability to speak and wnite in Enghsh

{ntormation on all TOERFL programs s available trom

TOHEH Prosram Director
Box B9

Princeton New Jersey 05541

The Michigan Test ot Englich Proticiency 1s designed to test vocabulany,
grammatical usage, and the indinidual’s ability to comprehend oral and wnit-
ten Fnglish nadditon the apphicant must write an impromptu composition
on an assigned topic Like the TOFFL, the Michigan Test does not set passing
ot tailing scores Accumulated experniences with the Michigan Test allow the
evarminers te make recommendations about the apphcant’s relative ability to
pursue academic work
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Intormation on this test 1s available trom

Division ot Testing and Certitication
Engiish Language Institute
Unnersity ot Michigan

Ann Arbor Michigen #8109

The American Language Institute ot Georgetown University administers an
Enghsh testreterred to as the ALLGU test 1t 1s designed to test English usage,
reading vocabulary, and the ability to understand spoken English The test 1s
administered 1n many countries overseas and some torms of 1t are restricted
to candidates tor awards sponsorcd by the Ageney tor International Devel-
opment {AID) or the International Communication Agency (ICA) The inter-
pretation of test scores reflects the agencies” cumulative expertences with
participants over a period ot many v ears

Institutions are cautioned not to seek “simple cut-otts ”* A test score 1s, atter
all, a measure ot a person’s ability to tunction at a given time and does not
provide intormation about his prior achievement, motivation, aptitudes, and
cuitural abibties Thus, pertormance on Englsh placement examinations
should be viewed as one kind ot information, albeit an important one, that
mustbe evaluated together with other data in order to make sound admissiens
deaisions Particularly significantin this regard 15 the mstitution’s capacity to
provide mnstructior in Enghsh as a second language In addition to formal
testing procedures designed to assess Enghish language competence, infor-
mation gained trom intensive contact between graduate student and raculty
members can be usetul in revealing spectfic problems with Enghsh

Admission to graduate school often marks the end of tormal English .n-
struction for most foreign students Students who de aeed additional Enghsh
trammng usuallv are reluctant to take any specihic courses available w hich are
designed to help them Some mav teel that their admussion to graduate school
15 tacit acknow ledgement ot acceptable English. while others may recognize
their deticiencies in Englhish but lack the time to take the necessarv courses
because of their demanding academic schedules In any event, there 1s often
httle attempt, by either the institution or the student, to elevate the English
competence required tor admission to the fluency necessary to write a thess
or a dissertation This can cause serious problems for students and advisers

Faunlty advisers should encourage students to continue to develop English
competence by expecung high standards ot performance in classroom and
wrtten assignments Students who have difficulty in meeting these standards
should be encouraged to 4o extra work to improve therr language skills
although this will otten mean making adjustments i the academic program
to accommodat . this additional activity: Departments with large numbers of
toreign students should work closely with the foreign student office (1f one
exists) and with those tacults who teach Fnglish as a second language in order
ta ensure that students have every opportunity to improve their abihity to use
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Counseling and Advising
Foreign Graduate Students

Most torezn students encounter dissimilarities betw een universities abroac
and graduate schools in the United States These may include the language
ot instruction, the methods ot teaching and testing, the orientation ot subject
matter, the relationship between student and instructor, the relationship
among students in the classroom and the laboratory, and, in some cases, the
relatfonship between the student and the taculty a-tviser In addition, there
are the distinct social and cultural ditferences experienced 1in evervdav life
outside the academic setting For some toreign students the adjustment to
these ditterences s muinimal, tor others it mav be ditficult or traumatic For
this reason, most istitutions involved m enwolling toreign students have
established otfices to assist foreign students

The people stathing foreign student otfices should be aware ot cultural
attitudes and behaviors charactenstic ot varnous parts ot the world, and be
concerned with assisting toreign students to adjust to living and going to
schoolin the United States While vanations mav existin the scope ot services
and programs ottered, certan activities are tairly standard Information s
usually available on immugration regulations, employment opportunities,
housing, and tinancial assistance Theee s usually an orientation program
designed to acquant the new student with the campus and the community
This program should indude an introduction to Amencan culture and to
universitsy lite with the toreign studentassuming an active role in developing,
and implementing, program activities Preparing students torre-entry into the
home culture atter the completion ot therr academisc programs 1 another
activity sometimes undertaken by a toreign student ottice

In most unnversiti s, the academic advising ot both toreign and American
students 1. pertornied by taculty in the students” disciphne In some depart-
ments, students, espeaallv at the Ph D evel, select therr facult, advisers, in
others, taculty advisers are assigned. Anmmportantcomponentof the graduate
educational experience 15 the advisor-advisee relationship that develops out
ot the mutual pursutt tor and apphecation ot new knowledge The motivation
tor exchange between adviser and toreign student advisee should transcend
the boundaries ot culture and torm the basis tor exchange between the adviser
and advisee However, the toreign student mav not be consersant with the
rofe of the taculty adviser This arcumstance, combined with a lack ot profi-
aency m Enghsh, may lead to behavior that can be misinterpreted  For ex-
ample what the adviser taay percerve as reludance to show assertiveness and
inttiative m secking assistance, actuallv may be a reflection ot the student’s
particular cultural background  The toreign student otfice, with s trained
statt, can assist taculty i understandding these cultural ditterences as well as
the non acadennc concerts that can attect scholastic pertormance

The graduate dean should be prepared to mam*ain dose contact wath the
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foreign student office, not unly to keep infeimed about the developments in
the field of international education but to serve as a link between that office
and the departments

Conclusion

Data and evidence on which to draw specific conclusions or recommenda-
tions for 1ssues related to foreign graduate student education are madequate
Institutional traditions and experience with foreign graduate students are also
highly vaned

In examining the 1ssues presented in this report, an institution may find it
usetul to form a task force to study the status and effects of foreign graduate
student education on 1ts campus The questions and areas of concern dis-
cussed 1n this report may serve as a beginning for the collection, analysts,
consideration, and evaluation ot data about foreign graduate student educa-
tion at individual institutions and the development of institutional policies
and gurdelines
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Government and Private Agencies
Concerned with International
Education Interchange

AFRICAN AMLRICAN INSTITUTE (AAD

The African-American Institute arranges graduate study in the United
States for Africans, grants travel awards to Africans tor visits to the United
States, and provides low-cost study and travel opportunities in Ahica for
Americans The AAL has field oftices in all large African countries

Contact person Heather Monroe, Acting Director of Education

Address African-Amencan Institute
833 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017 (212) 949-5710

AMERICAN ASSOCIATICN OF COLLEGIATE REGISTRARS AND ADMIS
SIONS OFFICERS (AACRAQ)

AACRAO 1s concerned with advanang education, particularly higher ed-
ucation, and enhancing the professional growth ot those who work n
admussions, records and registration, and finanaiai aid AACRAO, through
the Joint Conterence on Workshops, conducts workshops on the evaluation
ot torergn student crede.stials AACRAOQ also publishes the World Series of
Education, asenes ot booklets describing the educational systems of foretgn
countries and providing guides to the academic placement of international

students
Contact person Douglas Conner, Executive Director
Address AACRAO

One Dupont Circle
Washington, D C 20036 {202) 293-9161

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION

The international tunctions ot the Amesican Council on Education are per-
tormed by the Overseas Liason Commuttee, the International Educatron
Project, and the Council tor International Exchange ot Scholars The Over-
seas Liaison Commuttee tacthtates communication between the higher ed-
ucation professionals in the United States and the Pacibie The International
I ducation Project tfies to enlarge the constituency and resource base on
mnternational education and mnternational studies The Counail for Inter-
national | xchange ot Schotars recommends sentor scholars tor university
lectuning and post-doctoral research under the Fulbright Program

1o
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Contact person Becky Owens, Director, Gttice ot International
) Education Pohev

Address Amencan Counal on Education
One Dupont Circle V!
Washlngton, D C 20036 (202)'833-4672

AMERICAN-MIDEAST EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING SERVICES
(AMIDEAST)

AMIDEAST, tormerly the American Friends ot the Middle East, 1s involved
m all aspects ot human resoyee development It encourages cultural ex-
change between Americans arfd the people ot the Middle East

Contact person James McCloud, Director ot Intormation ard
Development Services

Address American-Mideast Educational and Testing Services
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N' W Suite 100
Washmgton, D C 20036 (202) 797-7900

AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN FOUNDATION

The Foundation otters aw ards annually 1n an opet competition to students
and researchers in Scandinavian countries and the United States tor cross-
national programs at the graduate and post-doctoral levels The tellowship
program accepts projects from all disciphines

Contact person Delores DiPaola, Director Exchange Division
1)

Address - [he American-Scandinavian Foundation
127 East 73rd Street
New York, New York 10021

ASIA FOUNDATION

One ot the tunctions ot the Asia Foundation 1s to adminuster tellowship
programs for Astans tostu v in the United States These tellow ships include
the Congressional Fellowship, the Nieman Fellowship tor mid-career jour-
nahists, and the Starr Foundation Fellows"ap for actuarial science The Asia
Foundation’s role in vach case s to seek qualified Asian candidates for these

programs

Contact person Juliv Andrews, Director
Astan-Amencan Exchange

Address The Asia Foundation

550 kearny Street
San Francisco, Califormia 94109
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THE COLLEGE BOARD INTERNATION S FDUCATION OFFr B -

lhe College Board has several goals, »miong which are 1) to marease access
to higher and post-graduate educationin the United States tor mternational
students and to taclitate their trar siion into a program ot studsy, 2) to
provide intormation on educational svstems in other coantries to United
States colleges and universities and 3 to mamtain ongoing relationships
with private and governmental agenaes involved in mternational educa-
tional exchange The Board accomplishes these goals through ats involve-
ment i a vanety of actinvities such as -?/v\t ot Enghshas a boreign Tanguage
(TOEED Natonal Lson Committee on toregn Student Admissions
Overseas Workshops Foreign Student Intormation Cleannghouse and
Credential Fyvaluation Project

Contact person Santord € Jameson, Director

Address The € 0”&‘};&' Board
Ottice of International Fducation
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N W, Suite 704
Washmgton, D C 2003 (202) 332- 1480

INSTITULTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDULCATION

HE <eeks to build international understanding through the interchange ot
students and scholars and knowledge and skills 1E admimisters scholar-
ships and tellowships tor international students and arranges tor their
admission to United States colleges and universities Among ats other
tunctions are issuing pt.blications organizing travel, study, interaships,
and research programs tor toretgn leaders and speaalists, providing intor-
mation on higher education in the United States, and conducting seminars
and conterences on maor isstes i mternational education

1E has regional ottices o Atlanta Chicago Denver, Houston, New Yo o
Citv San Francseo and Washmgton, DO Its overseas othces are Jocated
i bast Atrica Furope Mexwo Chile, Hong kong, and Banghok

Contact person Joan H Joshr " ice President tor B ducattonal Services
Cassandra A Pule, Vice President tor fellowship
Sery 1ees

Vddress Institute of International Fducation
K04 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017 (212) B -a200

INTERNATION AT COMMUNIC MTON AGENCY (USICA)

The International Communication Agenay adimmisters an exchange pro-
gram under the Mutual Fducational and Cultural Fxchange Act ot 1461
thulbright Program) which provides opportunities tor United States and
toreagn pre-doctoral students protessors, and sentor researchers to pursue
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academic work 1n other countries The Agendy also tunds projects and co-

operates with other organizations to provide intormation about educational
svstems in the United States and other countries

Contact person Darrell Carter, Acting Director, Congressional and
. Pubhic Liaison
Address {nternational Communication Agency

1750 Pennsyvivania Avenue, N W
Washington, D C 20547 (202) 724-9103

LATIN AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM OF AMERICAN UNIVER-
SITIES (L ASPAL)

LASPAU 1s an association ot nearls 400 institutions ot higher education 1in
the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean ts purpose 15 to
strengthen university teaching, research, and admimistration i the devel-
oping nations ot the hemisphere by arranging scholarships tor graduate

. study tor Latin American and Ca ibbean taculty members in United States
volleges and unnversities

Contact person Barry R Schuman, Director

Address Latin Amencan Scholarship Program ot American
Lniversities
25 Mount Auburn Street
Cambridge Massachusetts 02138

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR FORFIGN STUDENT AFFAIRS (NAFSA)

NAFSA serves as a protessional organization tor those mvolved in the
international educational interchange ot students and scholars It 1~ the
spokesman toranternational educational mterchange programs i govern-
menial and academic aireles NAFSA conducts conterences and w orkshops,
provides consultation services, 1ssues numerous publications on interna-
tional iterchange, and supports research projects

contact person John F Rewchard, Executive Vice President

Address National Association tor Foreign Student Attairs
1560 19th Street, N W
Washimgton, D C 20009 (202) 462-4811
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programmung and doctoral re earch projects, to meet the special needs of
students trom developing countnies The survey analvzes the data recerve !
from 44 ot the 93 graduate schools that received the questionnarre

The Handbook o the Placement of Foreign Graduate
Students (Graduate Hamdbook, Part Iy 198¢
) A set ot country outhnes prepared by ADSEC (the Admissions Section of
NAFSA) tor use in admissions and placement of international graduate
studerits

National Association tor Foreign Student Aftairs and the American Associa-
tion ot Collegiate Registrars and Adnusaions Otficers  The Admission and Ac-
. adenie Placement of Students trom Atica 1974

e Admission and Academic Placement of Studengs
trom the Cartbbean 1973

The Admision and Acadenne Placement of Students
trom Latis Amieria 1971

Fhe Admerssion and Academt Placement of Studen s
trome the Muldle Fast 1973

ERIC X

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




The Admisston and Acadennie Placement of Students
trom Scandinavia 1974
A sertes 0f booklets which report un the educational systems of selected
countries and regions Each booklet 15 the outgrowth of a workshop spon-
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