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ABSTRACT .
Focusing on the pre-adolescent to late-adolescent’
partion of the life cycle, research examined how Mearly" exit from 7
student role ang "early" entry into adult roles of paxepnft or spouse -
reflects factors operating’'prior to adolescence. Interviews during
1969 with 1,202 fifth and sixth graders and their mothers in 6
southern states, and again during 1975 with 78.6% of the ofiginal
samPle of students (945) and 57.8% of mothers #§oU6) provided two-wave
panel data. Contrary to ‘extant literature, socioeconoaic origins,
parental child-rearing techniques or other specific influences,
acadenic abllity, or pre-adolescent aspirations were not dsterainants
of +rangition to parent or spouse. A small-nagnitude dependence
existed between early career decision-making/academic perforpance and
dropping-out of school. Only three s»cial origin variables (sex,

race, maternal fatalism) had, statistically significant influences on
teenage marriage. ¥ost acute correspondence of early amarriage and .
school exodus occurred among white females: two-thirds of those
sarried vere dropbuts. Black and white females were at ledst three
times aore likely to be dropouts and parents than their male peers.
parents seemed to introduce early role-transitory children to the
noraative structure which indicates that soQioeconomic caraers are
supposed to be depressed by.early tiaing of marriage and procreation,
expecially for females. (NEC) /
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3 - ADULT ROLE TRANSITIONS:
SOME ANTECEDENTS AND QUTCOMES EARLY IN THE LIFE, COURSE

gbstract :

THe transition to adult roles is guided by a comp]ex‘nonnative‘aqg-span .
regulating their entry and exit and is the topic of a recent upsurge in social
research using a Iiff/;au?gé pérsBective. By focusing on the pre-ado]gsceﬁt.
to late-adolescent portion of the 1ife cycle using two-wave panel data, this
researc; seeks 10 develop a more }nfonned p1céure of hoW' "early" exit from /
the student role and "early" entry into the adult ro]és of parent or spouse-
ref]ects factors operat1ng prior to ado1escene£. The short-term consequences
“of adult role transition on teenage status aspirations life _plans, other
ps?éhologica1 orientations, and parental influence are also exam1ned Even
though multiple ro}é transition is frequent]y observed only early school
exodus appears related to the pre-ado]escént career deEision-mak1ng process
and academic performance 1n high school, Th detenninants of nsition to
parent or spouse do'not appear to be,socioecon§m1c origins; dﬁi::tal ch11d-
rearing techniques or other specific influences, academic ability or perfor-
mance, or pre-adolescent aspirations, generally fontrary to the extant
literature. A clear sex-role interpretation holds fé} the consequences of
early transition to adulthood as femaleqﬁexper1gnce'gfiater effects from these’i

1ife events. In addition, parents seem to "introduce” accelerated role-
’ t

incumbent- children to the nonnati@e constraining effects of early role tran-

sition on socioeconomic attainments. Research dilemmas in this area and

specifi¢ policy implications arediscussed. //////'
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Introduction

» . '

N v - -
The 1ife course of any definqble-copori of individuals contains many roles
. L9
which are demarcated by a normative age-span regulat ing their entry and exit.
A

These roles are largely {rreversible in the sense that one can never erase

L d

thei; occurrence at a given age. Whether an ind1vid!a1 18 "early,“"“og time,"

or "late” with regard to a sequential role transition b;ovidgs a noted poténtial
for increased canglexit1es in the acceptable management of future role performance.
The "early® entry 1n€5 the|roles of parent.0r spouse, for 1n§tance,'ls s}nchr0n1zed

with Other role transitions that compete with the normatively central activity

1

°

of schooling during the adolescent years.

s

By focusing on'the pre-adolescent to late-adolescent portion of the 1life '

¢ycle, the pregﬁnt research seeks to develop a }nre 1nformed picture of how
L]

"early” entry into the adult roles of parent or spouse, as well as exit.from

th® student role, reflects particular factors operating prior to adolescence.

-

In reviewing research on tﬁe determinants and consequences of three early role
transitions (}dolescent marr1\ge, parenting, and "dropping-out’ of school prior -
to high school completion), we find that previous evidence 4s aimost 1nv5r1ab1y_ )
sutpect on the grounds of a confounding of a cause-and-effect re]ationshlps!due

to the general use of retrospective data co]lection. Using two-wave Dane; data, .
our analysis examines anFecedents and short-term outcomes of early adult role

transition. By, using data of a Tongitudinal design, differénces that determine
&

‘
¢

. . ¢
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“early" transitien to,adu]th_ood will be more reasonably d‘e‘:&(e& tl;an those
observed differances gaere\ly reflecting outcomes of it,

Many of the negative consequences of teenage parenting and marriage, améng
‘rpﬂes as well as females, are linked ko abbrgv1ated schooling, unstabie economic
circumstanices and prospectst.‘ and stressful psychological states. Sincs socio-
economic achievement is re]'a;:ed to a sequential process emphasizing career
deciswn-maliing whicl] cuimna:‘.es at the ?nd of high schogl‘.;‘i‘t s neces§ary to ,
investigate the explicit relationship between prior achievement ambitions
and subsequent early role transitions. Speci#ically, we relate socfal or:igms, ’
patterns of familial socialization and preadolescent career aspirations ang
academic per'formance to the incidence of t;enage parenting, marriage, and exiting
the schooling process before the csxnpletwn of high school .

Thg influence of these accelerated role transitio:s on subsequent teen&e
11fe plans offer's ev1d;nce as to whether of not the reduced 1ife chances of such
e'ir}y role 1;1cumbents result from corre\sgonding]y redtfced, yet volitional,
achyevement orientations. The extent to which parental encoufagements for -
socioeconun‘ic%attmm:em respond to early role trans1tions suggest to what degree
sigmfiéant-other |nf’1uence redirects these orientations toward future .achieve-
ment patterns. Thus., what may seem Tike "wolitional” adjustments of 11fe plans
to cyrrently accelerited role trans1t1ons' (e g., Furstenburg, 19'76a7 may actually
be due to individuals respénding to social influence \:tmch 18 1t‘sel!sed en

early role 1ncumbency.' Other short-term.social psychologicai cons

\

Previous Evadence ) r

nces are |

of similar concern as are race and gender effects.

A substantial body of 1iterature has researched factors assocjated\mth

early marriage, childbearing, and school dropou® (For reviews of ‘early’
marriage, see Chilman (1978}, Otto (1979}, Elder and Rocg?]l (1976}, for
adolescent fertility, see Chilman (1978), Bafzerman et at. (1871), Sweet (1977),

!




for'school'dropout. ‘see B, Duncan (1968) Bachman et al. (1921f 1.
Although only beginning to be codified, this Piterature indicates that
‘ v &

_ these three early role transitions share many hypothesized antecedents.

\Pm-.m: socnloccmamih status 1s inversely 11inked to early marriage, chﬂd-

bearing, and school exodus (Burch1na1, 1960; Bartz and Nye, 1973; B.' Duncan,
1968; Bachmah e‘t al., 197]), a1l though some eYidence shows that on balance tr\le
relationship 1s minimal (Otto, 1979/ Moss a‘pd Gingle, 1959). Other soc1a1
or1g1n effects come from rece , 1n the form of being non‘wtnte (8. Duncan,
1968; Schrieber, 1965), and sez, being female (Sweet, 1977 Elder and Rockwell,
1976; Carter and Glick, 1976), but the mechanises by which these background
effects are‘ brought to bear pn'the timing of role transitions 1.;.. sorely under-
developed. ! ) !

One set of potent1a1' 1nterven1ng pr ses includes parent-child relationships. "
A d1st1nct association has been found Setween thos: youths who report a dis-
satisfactory relationship with the1/ parents and early role transition (Moss
and Gingle, 1958¢ Inse¥erg, 1961, Lowrie, 1965; but see Chilman, 1963).°
partmul'ai-,(repOrte&) parental yse of pu:mltzvemas is Tinked to school-leaving
d'ur1ng the secondiry years[.(Bachman et al., ]371). While peer group processes
appear to accelerate marital timing ;.ﬂans (Burchinal, 1960), another form of
tl{1s' stgnificant-other {nfluence 1s also sporadicaily -appHed by parents who
fear that their child, usually female, will not eventually marry- (Bell, 1968),

Following th.e peer group pressures at work within school settings, an
additicnal set of intervening influences is early datmq p:mms and hetaro-
sexual “‘nvolvemant wr;ich are related to entering marriage earlier than is '
the norm (Bartz and Mye, 1970, Bayer, 1968, Marini, 1‘979). This set of candidates
for mediating social origia influences, however, is prob}lemaﬂc due to the
intricate rele'nt1onsh1p 1t has with the sociceconomio co:aﬁnuum 1@f (see
Larson €t"al,, 1976; Rice, 1978 for} elaboraibo}ns) .

. - ~
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A thifd set of potential intervening mechanisms, espetially for schooI:
~ leaving, include academic abiZity. rates Qf attendance, performance as indexed
by school-allocated grades, educational and cecupational aaptrattona as well as
- rebellious behaviore in school (Bachman st at+, 1971, Schreiber, ]965 - 8. Duncan,
1968). Due to the descriptivlibone of the Titerature and the post hoc data
collection techniques qgenerally emptoyed (an exception 1s Bachman et ai., 1971),
1t is difficult to a§§ess whether‘these variables afqu‘isingular or multiple
ro{e transitions or are reflections of new role 1nCUernc1es; '
Tre sing]e\n%it evident redult of early role transition, especially pareet1ng.
is the erressing ffect on subsequent schooling, childbearing being a major
factor 1n the termination of formal education among young fegale; {(Balgwin, 19
Wajte End Moore,.lB?Bi. Some type of disruption in the schooling prosess 5 eems
" virtually 1nevitable, unless pregnancy is within the final year of school (Nye,
1977).

.Although dat; from national surve}s versfy the source of economic instability
arising from reduced educational attairment (Bagon, 1974, Waite and Moore, 1978),
the mechanisms by which this occurs<yave onI& rece;t]y become a focus of soeral
researchers {a.g,, Hoffdrth and Moore, 1979), Two sets of factors seem plausipie
from past research "institutional arrangements and “volitional steps taken by
role transitory youtb themselves. b
¢ Perhaps becoming dated due to recent policy sh;fts. the availabie evidence
suggests that Lnstttutiona arrangemanta jh schools tend ‘o disadvantage females
who enter marriage or parenthood early more than maIes.$ For instance, upon

. marital entry, 90 percent of "the womenajxﬁ(opiy 33 percent of the men, failed
. to complete high school training in an early stud?l (D§L1550voy and Hitchcock,
‘1565). To what extent more recent policies have been equrtable 1s 9nknown

(Braen and Forbush, 1975; Furstenberg, 1976a).

——
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The career decisions of role transitory youth comprise an area of research
f1n§1ngs that suggest the plausible importance of volitional ateps which may -
depress educ$t1onal (and 1abor market)‘success. Several stiidies 1ndicate that :

the "ambition” to complete add1t1ona1'school1ng seems necessary, but not e —

necessarily sufficient, for most school-age mothers to actua ly do so (Menken,
19725 Trussell, 1976).. Presser's New York study (1975) revepls that less than
one-third of the school- -age mothers returned to school after‘ chﬂdbh-th even
though half 1nd1cated that they wanted to, 1t seems reasonahle to assume that

a good portion of the other teenage mothers sh1fted their educat1onal expectations
as a result of experiencing pregnancy but this is basically an. unanswered quest1on.
Contrasts by ethnicity or comparative information for males who parent children

. '
during this portion of the 11fe cycle are rare. '

4 \

Following norms Qttached to ad“1f roles, éncouraging maaried or pregnant L)
students not to attend school has apparently been very common, and has been a
major obstacle in their pursuit of forma) training. Moreover, the degreé to
which family sources of s1gn1f1cant~other infldence (e.g., from partners, parents-
sibl1ings, ete.) reinforce inst1tut1ona11y-arranged “pushﬁng-out" pressures 1s
an unknown quantity at pfesent (see Furstenberg, 1976a), Perhaps refldcting
differential family encouragements, such transitions may be more manageable
amoué black families (Waite and Moore, 1978, Hofferth ang Moore, 1979).

Although Tim1:§B’1n ab111ty.to generalize the findings to‘brgadly-def1ned
populations, the most thorough study to date on teenage childbearing is
FJrstenberg‘s work in Baktimore (1976b; see Sweet's review, 1977). Using a panel

comprised primarily (91%) of teenage black women from low-income or1gins
\

experiencing their first pregnancy, FursteﬁBerg notes that teenage parenthood
per 8¢ 1s not an insurmountable barrier to educational attaiz;ént, but the .
e

role of educational ambition 1s fndeed a key one in this proc Therefore,

A




S, "6,
while educatfonal att§1rment may be disrﬁpted ‘by teenage procreaiion,ﬂt does -
roomt distr1bute.equal consequences’to each fndividual {nvolved. A youth's own
achievement orjentations as well as social sup‘port from others seems to have a
syb_stanti_'g].,_mdu_tmg effect on shoct-term achievement. : . . ' -
' An add1tiona1‘corxseguenca of early parentirg amonrg females is the increased
, ¢ 1ikelihood of more pregnancies in the fmmediate future (Sar'rel, 1967; Jorgenson, ‘
1973; Klerman and Jekel , 1973) Since demoqraphic research has argued that
"reproductive 1ntent10ns" detemine subsequent fertility (Westo¥f and Ryder, ’
1977; but see Marshall and Cosby, 1977), the potential of this repetitive process
b;aing mediated by a reformuliation of procreative attitudes is plaus1ble ;
In conclusion, most of the research on factors assoc1ated with early adult
role incumbency is begun with a design that initially contacts subjects at
the point of conception, marriage, or school-leaving at the earliest (see Bachman
et al.'s discussion, 1971. 163-70}. Ma?y are conducted 1n a retrospective fashion, r
fnvestigating 1ife histories of persons who are alrea,dy teenage parents, spouses,
or dropouts. In an effort to assess the fmpact of plausible antecedents of
early parenting, marriage, and dropping-out, ]onéitudmal research is needed
which contains measurements prior to the actual acceleration of role 'transitions.
At the time of'marriage, parent?ng, or school exodus, prior orientations, affective
states, and other hypothetically determfining conditions are difficult to recall
3 r;trospectively with any known reliability. This decreased reljability 15 perhaps
madelworse by the stress of such a major change in one's 11f; situation due to
. role transitidn(s). Finally, little consistent emphas’ils has been placed on sex
and race. 1nf:luences 1n' accelerated adult role transition. The potedtial of this

process for fostering differential consequences on subsequent life chances among

s early role incumbents is an avénue of considerable investigative merit for both
“" x
" . th@is/and policies pertaining to equity among race and gender subgroups.

-’ -
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Data and Methods °

Oata are from a sample of fifth and Sixth grade students and parents
interviewed during 1969 1n six southern states, (Kéntuéky, Mississippi, North
- Car‘oHr;e. Seuth Ca'roHna.'\'ennessee, and .Virginia), .A total of 1,202 students

in 20 schools were 1nte_rv'iew(ed in classrooms using ;;re‘tested and standard1z‘e,d o \
fnstruments. Mgthers of{ students were.independently interviewed in their !
homes or other locations as necessary. To meet sampHng quotas 1n each state,

v actual school choice corresponded to the selection of approxdl'mately One-out-—of-

three schools that met selection criteria (see Howell and Frese, 1979).
or1g1na1 1nvest1gators estimate that the population 6(fam111es in the South
with similar demographic characteristics totaled approximately 200,000.
. " In 1975, researchers returned to the original schéols in a follow-up effort.
" A total of 945 (78.6%) of the original sample were recontacted. 216 (18%)\of
whom \vere no longe’ﬁn school. Preliminary analysis rievealed no serious panel
attrition biases. Race-sex subgroups consist of 263 (27.8%) white malles 281
(29.7%) white females, 215 (22.7%) black males, and 183 (19.7%) black females.
Due to f1nanc1a1\constra1nts and an emphasis on the students themse]ves, recoftact
. . rates for mothers of students were not as successful with only 546 (57.8%) of
the mothers_being reinterv{ewed 1.n 1975. See Technical Cmrr_x‘ﬂtee for Project
5-63 (1974), Coleman {1976}, Howell and Frese {1979), or Howell (1979) for
details on sample design, data collectu_un. and an overview of this research
progect.. . ' .
A description gf the variabies, their m.easurement procedures, sources,

means and standard deviations is’ presented-%n Table 1., A missing data
[ ]

- N '
analysis among the 42 variables used 1n analysis indicates that nonresponse {s

-
s

N
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largely .random (see Howell, 1979).

—

r
'

This is pheticularly comforting for the

1975 materdal expectation items since about only 60 percent of them were

reinterviewed. As a result, phirwise-present correlations' are used.

In the

- -
,cases of educational and occupational aspirations, &' combination of race-sex
’

——

subgroup mean substitution and regression estimatés are used {see Kim and’
Curty, 1978; Cosby and Charner, 1978).

L8

(Table 1 Here)
. -

1

/-

In an effort to adduce new evfﬁezsp usting 2 %anel design which obtained

measurements pr1or to the trans1t1ona1 years, a simpie recursive model 1s

specified following the conceptual outline shown in F1gpre 1.

-

Several sets of

(fictors are specified as exogenous to early role transitions. These include:

socjal origins and other parental characteristics, generai famiiial sociaiizing

3 r
expetiences 1n addition to more specific parental influences, pReadolescent

achievement orientations, and academic performance during high school.

factors generally follow from previous research,

These

[We haye unaware, however, of

another study which s1muitaneous§y assesses the effects of auch.an ingiusive

set of hypothesized antecedents on even a single role transition.]

Early aduit

‘transitions are then recursively linked to four onoops of teenage gutcomes,

» - L4 .~ ' ]
Among these short-term consequéiices are teenage parental encouragements and

expectations, adolescent career decisions, other 1ife plans, as well as Other

!

1ife states, such as perceived efficacy of individual effort, academic motivation,

and pencept1ons of labor matket opportunity.

He are interested initially in the total and net effects of each of

the anteceqents on the role transitions (see Alwin and Hauser, 1975).

Thus,

I

within ‘the block of variables exogenous to early trans1t1ons, total effects




Sources, Definitions, Operatlonalizations, Means

) .

) and Standard peviations of Yarisbles Uu& in Figure 1

| - — ¥
Variyble Variable ® Description Standard
Labd \ Name Measurement Source? of variable Mean Deviatio
— v .
L ]
3 ‘1 sex Female (0) - Male (1) SK + .51 -50
mﬁ; \| Race Black (Q) - Wnite (1) SR S8 .69
|3 1 ,l Pather's education Years of schooling M69 7.68 -12
-] 1% Mother's education Years of schooling M69 « 8,59 3.
readvinner’s occupation Duncas SEI score M69 20.00 / 16.05
SIBS N\ Nomber of siblings Actuzl oumber reported | M5 4,09 1.90
MAFT Mother’s employment status Mother's ewployed outside the”  ME9 .31 .46
home 35 hours 2 week or more
R are gcored 1, otherwise 0 L
MAGE Mother's age Actual munber of years M59 \ 38.47 7.44
. reported q -
FATEGS Maternsl fatalism EstTnated factor score, & /1  M69 il item factor scale (UPF3) wsiog 5 00 1.00
large positive value Andicates . Srole (1956) anomie itens and 6 1tems i
' 4, nore fotalistic world view from Rosen's (1956, 1959; 1941, 1964) work *
\ 2 B= 85 pw 97 yielx oo "schievement value" [ » .
PARVALS Valuea for children's Factor score, a positive acore M69 Kohn's (1969.57-6, 1976) origival 16 Q0 T.00
\ cpersonal att}ibutes . indicates 2 preference for iten scale. Factor scorea’wére derived
‘. "self-direction” while a via a UPCSh,
' ' . negative score suggests a had
"S:h-vioul conformity” . y
- * otientation for children 6,39 . .
, * ’ / ‘ \ [
\ ook ok . " b,

{ORPFSI® derived from an item-
Bronfenbresaer’'s [1961) parenta
19n;

The next four variables nusur;ge[cepuons 0§ naternal socializing strategies

A '
LOVING Maternal loving or social
supportiveness
-
L] } - [
PUNISH Maternsl verbal und/gf
physical punishing taltics
4 ,
Dﬁmﬁb M H.atermll rule-proscription
. behavior % . .
IXDTRN Maternsl fndepndence

training ractics

1 containing 5

ybehnv lor

[
Factor sfore, a large positive
score indicates high perceived
naternal suppoft 4= g1

Factor score, a large positive‘ R69

score indicates high perceived
naternak punishing behavior
9=.83 : "
Facter score; a large positive
store indicates high perceived
maternal demanding behavior
0. 64 PR

Factor gcore, a large poaitive
score indicpgtes high perceived
waternal independence training
Atrategy o=, 69

+

RE9

REY

L8
These scales are l’ned on'the hﬂ?or Btructure

§

Il ikem f;ctorhgcale (U’PCS)b;

,the itens were selected on the basis -~
of a factor structure originally

.obtained from a OREFSY %

13 ftem factor‘scale (IGos)P: the rrpms
were selected on the 2% of & factop. "
structure originally obhtafned from a
ORPFSP .

5 item factor scale (UPCS)P5 the frems
were selected on the basis of a factor
atructure origioally obtained frow a
ORPFSP

5 item fector scale (UPCS)D; the frems
were gelected on the basis of a factor
structure originslly obtained from a
ORPFSb

. .

00

statements from Elder's (1962) independence training cm\mnauom.:ulc and 45 {temsy freo
questionnaire (sce Devereux st al, 1962, 1969, Sicgelmans 1965, 3466, J
N N

Jok oo

R69 "

on and Boomarito,

\1 00

-

1 00

1.00
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Table 1. Continued .. *
Varisble varisble Description ‘Stardard
Label hame Messurement Sourced of Variable Mean  Deviation
. . N ¥
19 Acadenic Ability «A high score ihdicates a hizh R69 Otis IQ test, Elesentary II Level, Form 8%.54 12 $1
ability to do academic wors J (Qtis and Lennon, 1967. 1969}
. (See Buros, 1972 for an asses
' ment of this lnstrument) ?‘ . . ‘
MOEG9 Maternal occupational Dunggn SEL score ’ MBI “"What kind of job do you think 43 14 22 8.
expectations during zrade ot really will have when he(ske) grows up?”
school ’
MEE6S Maternal educational expec- Years of schooling - M69 "How far do, you think " really will 13 30 1 98
tations durlng grade school . . . g0 in schdol®" R
Sa169 Perceived parental e¥pec- Years of schoolling R69 "How far do you thin¥ your pareats 14 79 1 8%
tations for schooling - would like you to go in schoof?"
PARRSES  Parental encouragement to A high“score (range 1 to 5) r R6G This question asks the respofdent row 4 53 6i
.- complete high school indicates a lot of encourage- their parents fele about thfz finishing
neEnt Y high school, therefore, ityindicates
wore percelved “'pressure” than 50169
PARDRP6S Parental encouragezent te A high score {range 1 to 3) R6G "Have you ever talked to your “parents 120 52
"drop~out" of hizh school indicates stroag eacourage- sbout dropping out before finishing
. ment to leave high school high school?”
before graduating .
EWACHES  Academic motivation ip Factor score, a high positive REI 10 item factor scale (UPFS)P, the frea- 00 109
grade school . score indicate$ high wotivation pool was taken from Elder's (1962) .
Q=80 p= 30 yeiX acadenic motivation scale and from
' ! : Weiner’s {(Weiner and Kukla, 1970, ‘\\\
. Johnson, 1976) achievenent wotivation
~ scale 7 *
SELCON Clobal self-evaluation Factor scote , 3 high positive’ 6% 19 tten factor scale (UPFS)}P, the 19 ftezs ©f 94 s »
ateticudes ! score indicates a high self- R , were s¢lecred from Lipsite's (1958)
- evaluation original 22 self-evaluative statéments -
‘dﬁ:;) s o Tn.B8 om.94 e based on the factor analysis resules '
LEAGS Level of eddcational Yesr of schooling R6S The average of the number of ysars of 14 07 .1 82
aspiration in grade school % education actually expected and the
. ; . " outber desi:gi
L0A6% Level of oocupational Duncan SEL score P63  The average of the SEL scores for@ 49.24 22 10
aspiratios in grade sciwol ' occupation & respondent would 1ike to
. ‘ . enter and the.occupation he(she) really
- . ! v expects té enter ' N
ESGPA Bigh school acadewte A to F (range 4 to' 1), R7S  Self~reported cumulative high z 51 73
periormance & high seore’ 1ndicates pood schopl grade-point average -
. . ' grades : .
MARR Marical status Single (0) = were or had ever RIS 14 .35
: . been sarried (1) e -
EARLYFRT Early fertility No children (0) = one or more R75 ' 12 -32
childrea (1)
DROPOUT  Droppe¥ out of school ‘Studeni'(O) ~ dropout (1) R75 This measure was either self reported or 22 4l
- v o the inforpation was ¢btained fron school

s
Y

principals, teacher or peers
’ -

Al

‘ - lc.,b‘."l'.'fﬁﬁ . ) .
. 4dgy 1.?33 : : .
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. Table 1. Continued :
] \ s
Variable ~Variatle w ' . Description " Standard
Label Name Measurement Sourced. of variable Hean Deviation
. .-—*v/
' LEATS Level of educational See LEA6Y R7S Sec LOAGY 13.21 2.10
aspiration 1n high school . - -
LOATZS Leyel of occupational See LOAKY R75 See LOA6 42.92  20.61
* aspiration in high school
MARP Marital timing plans Age at marriage 1f married,I935 R7S "How old\do you think you will be when 23.11 4.41
. . age 1s uged;if answer is over’26 you get aarried?" | -
’ it is truncated at 26 (Bayer, ‘
1969a; Sanchez, 1%79) i
FERTASP  Fertility aspirations Actual number, truncated at 8 R75 "In all, how many children would you 2.10 1.59
’ like to haye?” * ) .
RESASP Residential aspirations Rural to urban continuum, range R7S "If you had/ your chofce . ..in the 1.46 W72
1 *(rural) to 3 (urban) future " "Would you like to live in the
¢ ’ country, in & town or im a city?”
GEOMOB Geographical mobility A continuum from 1 to 5, the R75 How far Jthe reapondent,s{ould eventually 1.98 1.27
' preferences ' higher the ¢sqorg the greater like to move from his(her) present Joca-
the mobility preferences tion (range: remaim in present comeunity .
to live in snother country)
MEETS  Maternal educational See rE6Y T M75  See MEE69 12.59  2.26
expectations during . !
» Mgh school - . ,
MOETS Maternal occupationasl See MOESY ¥ M75 See MOEGS 37.28 24.37
o expectations during -
rey + " high school : ]
ol SOL7S  Percelved parental Sce SOI69 R7S  See SOI69 ) 14.25 220
=i expectations for v
e achooling . .\ »
P! PARHS?5 * Parental encouragement See PARHS69 R75 See FARHS69 4.31 60
—ry to complete high school . '
— PARDRP75 Parental encouragement See PARDRPEY ' R75 See PARDRP69 2.63 .62
' to "drop-out” of high R ,
b pchool » .
- LoCys Locuse«of control Factor acore; a positive score R75 A slmrt-form of Rotter's original I-E .00,3, .78
b = indicates apn "external™ attri- scale (1966) 1s used. " All Il frems wvere <,
S . . bution of control while a retained in the factor scale (UPFS)*’
5 negative acore points o a more eince removing items would ot izmrove
fr o "internal respondent , the Bcale. . - .
‘l"""' L . 0= 55 pe 72 ¥m2.4% . hi
(2 ' . .

.
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Table 1. Continued )
Variable Variable ' . Description Standard
Label " Naze Measurement . Source® of variable Mean Deviation
[l
\ PGB Perceived gpal-blockage for [Jgctor score; a high score * RS 8 1tenm factor scale (U?FS)‘ respon- «00 .83
oceupational attainzent indicates high perceived dents were ssked to rate how much sach R
. . blockages toward occupational . 7 of the following whuld hinder thetr B
. attainment [=,61 p=,74 ¥m»5.4% attaining their occupational aspiration:
- » h -

. Not encugh money to go to college
Lack of information about jobs

s . S My race
Hy sex
’ . . Don't want to move away from family and
k' friends .
- K Kot smart enough
. * 4 The school I have gone to
) , . ) Lack of good job opportunities arpuad ’

t - bere o
' , (Also see Bowell, Frese and Sollie, 1977;
1978; 1979; Howell &od Frese, 1978; Curry, .
. * 1973; Aldrich, 1970; Cosby, 1974) !
FWACH7S  Academis mctivation in See EWACHG9 R75 ' See EWACH6Y OO 92
high school 1. 79 p=.59 Y=1Z

r =

L 1

a SReSchoel ratords

Mi9=Interview whth pother in 1959 - 4
R699Interviev with respondent 4n 1969  *

RI5=Interview wvith respondent’in 1975

M15=Intetview wvith mother in 1975 Va

b OPYS=parotated principal factor solution .
‘ UPCS=Unrotated préncipal component solution . s ~
" " ORPFYSObligde‘rotation principal fector solutien . . '

. TIOYVIIVAY 1409 1839
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/ are, derived from a recursive, multi-stage specification representing a hypothe-

tical causal sequence (see Howell, 1979 for a detailed rationale}.l For conven-

iénce, a table of zero-order correlations associating these prior variables

, .
with early role transitions is presented in Appendix A (see Table Al), We- .

)

then address the coincidence of early role transitions by examining their ‘
rd

covariation through thé use of crosstabular and correlational. procedures, These,
two sets of analyses are followed by estimating the total and net effects of

antecedents and transitions on teenage outcomes as shown in Figure 1.

o’

\ {(Figure 1 Here)
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Figure 1. Basic Conéeptu;'l Framework Linking Preadolescent Factors
to Early Adult Role Transitions and Teenage OQutcomes
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Findings .

- Antecedents of Eanty Rofe Transition

Only three social origin variables, sex,c°race, and materhal fatalism, have
statistically significant influences on teenage marr1‘;;‘£sge Table 2).2 As
expected, females tend to marry at an earlier age than males (V. S. Bureau
of the Census, 1973; Carnter and Glick, 1976), and this sex differential 1s not
due to the host of other experiences occurring d;.ur1ng preadolescence. The fact
that whites tend to marry earlier than blacks is also consistent with ;aat1onal
trends for nonwhites (Carter and Glick, 1976). The other soc1a1 or1g1n which
contr1butes’:; the incidence of early marr1age is mother's degree of fatalism.
That is, those pre-adolescents whose mothers have a more fatalistic orientation
tend to marry prior to the end of high school. The effects of this orientation

are not mediated by values forthe child's persopality, childrearing methods,
-t

J

or a host of specific parental influence measures.

{Tabie 2 Here)

‘Surprjs1ngly,gonlf oﬁe of the (perceived) socialization strategies, inde-
pendence training, has stat1st1cany‘ significant effect on occurrence of teen- _
age-rarriage (see Bronfenbrenner, 1953; Hyman,.1966; 0tto, 1979).% In contrist
to some other studies (e.g., Burchinal, 1965, Bayer, 1969b; £lder, 1972), academic -
ability acts as a dete;rent to experiencing early marriage. At the same‘iime.
that none of ghe significant-other 1nf1uencg measures affect early marriage should
not be construed as surprising since tpey are all specific to education. . ‘

The I1teratu;e leads one to expect at least a moderate inverse relationship

between eduéat1:f}} aSpirat1ons and age at marr1age (Burch1na1 1960; Havighurst,

1952 DeL1ssovoy and H1tchcock 1965;.Bayer, 1969b). However, using pre-

ado]escent educational aspirations and the incidence of early“%arr1age during the
n L
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TASLE 2 Total and Net Effects of Antecedents oa farly Aduit Pole Incumbencies  Additive Pace and Sex Modelsd

/ Depencent Yarfable }
Predeternimd L _

Yariabie MARR EARLYERT DEDPpUT
1 2 3 ] 5 6

SEX < 1160~ 167)% < 127(- 183)% - (89 138)% - 0%9( v - 02} 026) - 049({- £59)

PALE 40{ 1%)* 151 214)» - GA7(- 072) - (Al 230( 276)* 2511 301)*

feo - 008(. Q70) - OOK({- 039) - 001{~=.009) - O00O(- - 046(- nai- - Q08(- 0%9) .
"D 092( 020 o3 ozs{ - 00z(- 018} - 001f- 012 < 016(- 114)e - 013{- D94}*

80ce o0 007 o000 g20 000 092) 000{ 004) « 002{- Q77)% - OO1(- 0%4)

5183 wi 024) 000( 001) - 5{' oaz; - ms-.oaz 0135 058) . O0%( 028)

MAFT - O06(- 003) < OCA(- 0C8) - Cba(- 0o7) - O0s(e O1) - 003(- 003) - 018(. 2O)

MASE 002( 048) o0zl 040) 000 001) 00( (01) oozl 029) 01( 22)

FATEES 042{ 113)e 035( $33)* 03l 07 030( 0es)e 0190 ¢4z} Bt 016)

PARYALS - 005(~ 017} - 055( 015) o3t 008) 040 O12)e 005 0.2) 935( 013) \ .
LOVING - (23(- 6A5) - 023{- 0&5) « GH(- 035) - 011(- 03%) - U0 021) 003( (o)

PLAISH #07{ €20) w8l 022) 002 08) ooz§ 7) - 0050« QI4) - 019(- 47}

CEMRNG < 0M{. 039) - OU7(- 0%0) 010{ 031) 009! 028) 01 o2 -~ 080« 005)
T INGTRN < 025 071} 08( C81) W1 00z} 6230 0163 el 018 0z2( G54} 4

it - 0030~ 1Ga)e - 003(- 1223% ¢ - O1(- (45) - O0I(- 031) - 005(. 1873 - O04(- 1213% .
MEEY o0l 63) < Oo0(. 003 Y4010} G000 011), il 0s?) 001( 042) '

MEEEY - 003(- 013) - 004 023) - wals 028) - 033(- 017) - 024(- 316, - QI6( 076+

50169 - 001~ 0f) 0041 023) & 003( 01%) o6l 036) - 0100 045) - 002(7 09)

PARRSES 0i%{ 027) 017( 03)) 003 (00) oH0( 001) - 061~ L) - Dﬁli- 051)*

PARLRPSS 013l 020} 015{ 023} - 0050- 0C%)  -.00K(- 01%) CEA( (50) 0 G53( 057 .
EWACHES - 00Z{- 005) - 038(- 013) - 011f- 031) - 01l{- Q32) - 035(- 077)% - 026(- (59)

SELLLM 008 022) oAt 02e) o0 026}, 0590 0273 - 0010~ 003) - 00G(- (00) i
LEASD - QI4(- 075} - C14(. 072} - 005(- 029) ‘- O0S(- 028) , - 013(- 056) - O12{- 54)

LIS 001 072)* Wi 078)e - 0000 018) - OG(- 016} ML 05%) 001( $54) ,
HEGPA 0251 42) 029( £42) -~ O11(- 028} - O11(- Q24) = O51(= 031y - 051 631)*

4 119 039 206

x "3 04~ I _

' W
- & '
~ = (

AThe first column for each depens
of each predetermined variable

the even-rumbered columns are the "net gffacts”
3 Tull-form equation), The suc.ia_rdhrc coeff
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teen years our model reflects only a marginal impact at best. The only additional
antecedent to entering early marriage is occupational aspiration during elemen-
tary school, AlthOugh the direction of the relationship is sanewhat; surpr151n9
(Call and Otto, 1977), this could be due to anticipating a high status job as
part of ﬁ;e ¥standard package* of marriage and transition to adulthood, or
parhaps shortly Jdvancing to such a job. Such expectations could be acting as
facilitators to early marriage (see Landis and Kidd, 1956; Burchinal, 1960,
Bartz and Nye, 1970). :
ly/ gender and maternal fatalism si\gnificant]y affect teenage fert.ﬂity.

That-fact that females parent chﬂdr;n eariier than males is not altogether sur-
prising given the report that marital timing' ig ‘probably the best single pre-
dictor of fertility (Westoff, 1975; Marshall and Cosby, 1977). Mother's fatalism
also tends to acceleffite the prospects for teenage procreatfon, as 1t does for'-
early wedlock, while status origins do not have‘eny significant influences on
early parenting (see also Marshall and Cosby, 1977).

A number of childhood factors influence a student to drop out of school.
_Race has the largest total effect on school-leaving, Although the overall

) {
dropout rate is above or equal to the national leVel (Bachman ¢t al., 1971: 18-24),

the fact that whites are more }ikely to leave school early than blacks s contrary
to some other ftndings (National Committee for Children and Youth, 1961, Koval
and Bogal, 1963, Burchinal, 1965, B. Duncan, 1968; Sachman et al., 1971). This
suggests that, among lower sccioeconomic groups where gross socipeconomic
differences by race have been reduced by design, race‘differenﬁa]s tn early
school-leaviné reverse, -

All three parental statui v;ar1ab1es have significant negative effg(ts on
school dropout, paralleling other reports (Curtis, 1953, Burchinal, 1965,
Stroup_ and Robins, 1972; Baclvnafn et al., 1971). From thirty to fifty percent

.
L4

r
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‘of the effects of household head's occupatidﬁ”-ﬁaatus and father'’s education,
respectively, are mediated through the hypgdthetical causal sequence withtn
the block of antecedents (see note l), resulting in trivial direct effects.

_ Mother's education, however, tranSmits only about one-fifth of its total effect .
1nd1rec}1y onto dropping-out. In essence, sdme other proggss 1s at work which
mediates, the _effect of mother's educatjon on this type of schooling decision.

The remaining variables that significangly influence school exodus are all
significant:other influence measures. It is 1nterest§ng td\qgfe that the cog-
nitive ezpectarions indicator (S0169), as opposed to the motivational encourage-
ment indicators (PAR@?Q » PARDRP69), has 1ittle effect on early school-leaving -
(see Porter, 1976: 29; Howell, 1979.24,218).% Early parental“stress" or "frequency”
of interaction about school-leaving do affect a youth's chances of exiting the =
schooling process. Additionally, actual maternal edycatienal expectat10ns de=-
crease the probability of early school exodus, with about One-th1rd of this total
affect being mediated grimarily through the perce1ved parental 1nf1uence measures.

Hone of the more general parentaT 5oc1al1zat1on strateg1es appear to affect ),
school dropout. Global seTf-esteem and early bccupat10nar aspirations lack
fignificant effects. Preadolescent educational orientations, moreover, also

- dppear to have little direct relationship to leaving school "early."S

» © Turning to the occurrence of mulziple role transition, the 1nterrel;iion-

ship among the three adult role incumbencies offers further insight 1nto the

\ process of early transition to adulthood. To the extent that'ééhoqg-leav1ng, ”
early marrjabe, and teenage parenting are associated, we find that d‘stinct
patterns occur and, given some qualifications by race, are compaiable with

contemporary sex-role perspectives, ’ : »

About 14 percent reported "gder being married” in 1975 which includes some h’

who were still sfudents but many who were not currently enrolled (65% ve. 35%,
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respectively; see Table 3). This association is well known (DeLissovoy and
Hitcheock, 1965; Coambs andCooley, 1968; Bacon, 1974). We isolate the most
acute coinctdence of these two role transitions to be among white females.

'

About two-thirds of the white female dropouts were married, over twice as
1
frequently as their peers. At the other extreme, of the few black male dropouts,

4

only one reported ever being married. .
B3 . (Table 3 Here)

X . Regardin; the correspondence of teenage procreation and schoo}-leaving.
about 12 p:zrcent reported parenting at least one child sincc; midgelementary school
“ (Table 4). Many of these teenage parents had left school as of what would have
bee.n their junior or senior }ear (see also Presser, 1975; Trussell, 1976; Baldwin, -
19764 Furstenberg, 1976b). ‘ije early marriage, a clear.sex-role pattern energ:;
« which js strpnger am9qg blacks. F;;ETQS are almost five times as likely to be
dropouts agnd parents as are their respecdtive male peers. A cogent illustration
i§ the, following comparigon. If a white male 1eft school "early,” there is about
a one-in-ten chance that he reported being a 'father. ,Thei comparable odds for

a black female are almost seven-in-ten!

- b
.

(Tabte 4 Here)

r, There is also a strong relationsh{p between teenage mgrrlage and pr0creat;0n
amang v;\ite females (see Tables § and Al). “The coincidencer Of transition to
spouse and parenthood.is much more Iiﬁely for young white females than black
females as shown in the different correlationsfpresented in Table Al. Exam?ning
pattths of "counter-normative” tramsition, single black females have the highest
parenting rate (15% of those 'hever ma?rié&').‘followed b} black males (8%), white

famales (4%), and white males (3%).6 . ' .
) 3

\’a(TabIe 5 Here)
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.
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Table 3. Dropping-0Out By‘Marital Status in 1975 By Race-Sex Subgrdups \
— . :
. Samp e "
Total Black Males Biack Females Hhite Males Hhite Female
. " Married? 71 Married? Marfied?\, *  Married? Harried?
Dropout? No Yes ‘No Yes No Yeﬁ Mo  Yes No Yes
No 85% - 35% 91% 90% 92% 64% 7% )9% 83% 29%
Yes 15% 65% 9% 10% 8% 36% 23%  81% 17% 1%
n = 80T - 131 ° 203" 10 7N 14 235 27 192 80
Xt = 163.3 X’ = 0.2 ¥ = 1.9 x% = 38.3 x* = 74,0
p < .00 p = 0.6 p =005 p < .001 p 00
,_ L}
o




Dropping-Out By Early Fertility in 1975.By Race-Sex Sybgroup

.

Sampl e:
‘ Total Black Males - Black Females White Males * White Fema’
Parent? ,Parent? Parent? Parent? Parent?
*  Dropout? Ho Yes No Yes No Yes No  Yes No Yer
- L] v
No . 83% 447 g1% 817% 967% 59% 729 46% 78% 128
Yes 17% 56% - 9% 19% % 41 28%  54% 224 % 88
n= 798 108 183 21 150 32 242 13 223 42
¥ .
' ¥ = 82,1 x2=1.2 x% ='34.0 x2 = 2.9 X2 = 66,2
p < .001 p =0.3 p < .007 p =, .090 p’ < .001
s
o Ly T
l ~0
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Table 5. Marital Status By Early Fertility®in 1375 By Race-Sex Subgroup
Samp l-e: _
Total Black Hales Black Females White Males White Fe:;lal
Parent? Parent? . Parent? Parent?’ Parent?
Married? Ro Yes No Yes -No Yes No~ Yes No Yes
No 91z 491 98% T 96% 783 7% Y% . B3 293
. ' .
Yes 92 51% - 2% 29% 4% 22%~ 23% 17% 713
" ——f—
>
n_g 809 -109 18'5 21 151 32 235 27 192 ° 80
B | - . .
x? = 137.5 x2 = 26.7 x2 = 10.3 x? = 38.3 x? = 74,0
p < .00} p < .001 p = .00¥ p < .00l

p < .001

e
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. )‘\ Consequences o4 Early Role Transition
While the 1nf1uenceq of childhood factors on early role transitions them-
salves h_as been the primary foéus thus far, this section is guided by two
different '1ssqes: One, what are the pet effects of early transitiops on certain
important teenage outcomes: career decisions, 1ife p1a;151 parental influence,

' and psychological orfentations such as locus of contpol, perceived labor market
opportunity, and motivation toward academic success? Second, what functions do
these role entries hige in mediating the effects of background conditions,

s experiences, and orientations on these teenage outcomes? The estimates addressing
these issues are contained in Table 6 and are based on additive sex and race

effects. *
(Table 6 Here)

Paaanaaé Influence
The several indicators of parental {nfluence respond to role transitions in
varying ways, both in net effects from role transitions .and in how the latter
' transmit antecedent effects: to the former. Actual maternal ‘educational expecta-
tions (MEE7S) are perhaps most sensitive to both direct and indirect influences,
Most of thé total effect of IQ is transmitted through role transitions. In
compartson, only about one-Fiftn of ihe total “stability* effect of MEESD on .
. MEE7S is mediated through early role behaviors.l The strongest relative in-
fluence on MEE751s dropping-out, but even controlling for this, early marrizge

. . ~ lowers maternal schooling expectations by about one-half of a year. These role
- transitions add 21 percent to the variance explained in the MEE75 equation. In
4 contrast, matérnal occupational expectations in 1975 (MOE75) are less responsive

to these accelerated 1ife events, more,so to dropping-out than the others, and

receives fewer mediated effects from them as well.
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Perceived global ffESCtation (50575) is also less influenced by role
transitions, net of 1ts.e&r11er value and a host of prior influences. On the
other hand, drobping-out and teenage procreation tend to substantially reduce ¥
parental tnsistence in completing high school (PARHS75), doubling the variance

' exp]ained in zhe’kquaé?On. Males, however, encounter a subtly higher level of
encouragemant (8 = ,085) to finish high school regardless of such E;periences
amd other specified influences. The amount of parent-child interaction con-
cerning "quitting” school (PARDRP75) understandably depends on current enrollment
1\ but aiéo on marital status. Teenage blacks report more interaction with thetr
parents regarding leaving school than do whites; this is independent of other
measured influences and, more importantly, of similar discussions earlier in their

school careers. ,

Lede States
Interestingly, the orfentation toward success in school is not affected by
exiting the schoo'Hng process prior to high school ‘completion, perhaps calling
into question the va]idity of the academic motivation scale. Similar evidence,
however, has been mors thoroughly investigated and reported ¢lsewhere which
indicates that gropping-out does little’to uniguely change academic¢ orientations
_ (see Bacheman et ai., 1971). Simftarly, interndl-external locus of control is
= unaffected by any of the early role transitions. A final note involves the per-
ception of opportunity in the future attaimment of occupational aspira%gons.
’ Contrary to.nany‘arguments. accelerated adult role entry seems to do little to
increase the short-tem perception of obstacles in attaining job prefarences at

I

this point in the 1ife course.

<
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Life Plans y _1 . .y .
The impact of accelerated role experiences on aspirations and other life-
Plans is generally mxed.' F0rl instance, dropping-out has the singla largest ]
) net effect on educational aspirations (s = -.379), including early aspirations,
yat the block of transitions mediates only a small portion of the effects of /
socioecononic background (MED =30 %, BOCC = 25%), early schooling aspirations ;
1(251) or high school grqdes (14%). They do, however, transmit almost two~thirds
(60%} of the total effect of academic ability on lata-adolescent educational
aspirations. Irregardless of current school enrollment, early marriage has a
srall negative influence on teenage aspirations for-completed scheoling. °0verall,
. the thre'e‘transi’tions cor_:fr-fbute about 14 percent additjonal varfance to the
LEA7S equation. i
< Sex and’ race subgroups have substantial differences in maritél plans that
) have Tittle to do with the factors measured here.” Males and blacks prefer to
marry later than theit pebrs. Ummarried teenagers want to delay marriage, on
the average, about five-and-a-half.years, Regardless of whether or not they
'are (ever) married, teenage parenting creates an additionally preferred d'elay
of almost one year (b = .809). This would seem to cohtradict those who argue
for such an experience setting up a "rush into mrriage” (see Ch’ﬂman, -19;78). ’
The evidenca obtained in the fertility preference equation (FERTASP) does
little to support the "early, repeater” interpretation of teenage parenting,
at least as it might be produced through fertility preferences. . That is, the
hypothesis that experiencin?j".e'érly (first) parenthood produces a serfes of rapid
subsequent births is not supported in the sense that parenting obtains a net

-

tnoreass in tompleted fertility desires’ (see Westoff and Ryder, 1977).

-

A
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- Although ft m‘l-ghé be hypothesized that counter—normati‘vméle entriss
would be associated with residential predfrences to move away from the social
context where they were‘y(p?rienced. an alternative hypothesis would be that
the socloeconamic and psychological instability assoctated with accelerated
transition creates 2 desire to remain with whatever social support is avail-
able in the local area. To the extent that these results are pertinent, the
residential (RESASP) and geographical mobility (GECMOB) preference equations
point to the Tatter interpretation. Dropping-out and early parenting affect
neither preference to a significant degree while marriage registers a small

preference for a rural residénce (8 = -.094), coupled with a desire to be closer

=

to one's current community (8 = -.081).
t . .




\ , DISCUSSION

Whether one s "one schedule” with respect to managing normative mle
entries 1s the topic of a recent upsurge in social research using a life cycle
perspective (Bacon, 1974; Sweet, 1977). For youth, an emphasis has been on
the early Fntry fnto largely irreversible adult roles; particularly mar;iage
and parenting. A "socia) problems” covariate of these two events is still
another role transftion: exiting the student role too early, or prior éa
high school campletion. This report examined the_incidence and ccincidence of a
three early adult role transftions, evaiuated‘bacﬁground conditions assofiated
with such role entry, and assessed the impact of early role entries on several
important teenage oytcomes. .

It was” found that only dropping-out of school s related to.the early
career decision-mak#%g process and aéademié‘perfonnance. Even this dependence,~
however, is small 1n magnitude. Multiple early role transitions were frequently
observed, verifying tﬁe irterlocking nature of many role-residéng ﬁatterns in a
transftory portion of the life course. Early marriage, procreation, and pre-
mature school-leaving are all interrelated to v;rious degrees, depending on race
and sex. The defic{ts associated with these role transitions are usually greater
for females, especially white females. It appears that black fanilies, and
perhaps communities, have social-Support mechanisms. that serve to reduce negative
outcomes for black females (see Waite and Moore, 1978).

The most ;;ute JOrrespondence of early marriage and school exodus occurs
among white females, where two-thirds of t}zose marﬁed were dropouts, in stark
contrast to biack males, of whod only five percent were married<gropouts. Black
and white females are at least three times more likeiy to be dropouts and .

parents than their respective peers. For instance, if a white male left school,

there {s about q_tenaefrcent chance,that he also reported being 2 father, The
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4 camparative odds for a black female are-seven times greater! . ~
Generally, the eaﬂy: fransifion to adult roles se?rs to be only 'tanggnthny
Tinked to the career decisfon-making process during pre-adolescence, Although
decisions made closer to the specific time of role exit and entry are almost
certainly related to these transitions,they do not appear to have their "seeds”
sown in mid-elementary school.
It seems that parents “introduce” accelerated ro]e-incu;nbent children to
the normative constraining effects of early role transitions on socioeconomic
attaimments. Thus, vc;'Hti nal adjustménts of mie-'transitory youths' aspirations
dowrward s as ouch a resu]t of shifts in parental expectations of them as, a
direct consequence of "seif-ref'lexmn" about current life conditions and role

!

Further work is needed on this portion of the life cycle to determine how
’

3
durable these results are. | The methcdological problem, of course, is that to

requirements.

»

obtain & true 1qngitudinal design with “enough® 'subjects experiencing early
role tran_sftion, a veryflar e baseline sample must be ‘ n which 1ncrf.:ases
costs and lag-time durié"g e measurement interval, Hopefully, this area of
research can be 1nfomeid by more generalizable samples coverh)a wider variation

in socfal origins (see Furstenberg, 1976a),

"Barly” Trarsitions: Keepung the Doox Open \

Career Education might benefit from the finding that parents seem to
"introduce” early role transitory offspring to the normative structure which
indicates that socfoeconamic careers are sipposed to be depressed by the early
timing of such events, especia'nyl for females, As Fursterberg {1976a) points

out, stereotyping the adolescent mother as having entered irreversibly dis-

rupted life styles tends to disSuade effective coping strategies with the increased

. . ‘ /
"-“_ -
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demands of new role expectations. Since school institutional forces have
géneral'!y "pushedwout® such cour]ter-nomative role incumbents, either formally

or informally, the family seems particularly critical in giving various supports

*
-

to them, . )

HOW can parants become involved? Traditionally, support groups have served
a3 channels of parental involvement in school programs (e,g., PTA). Wijthout
ignoring this informal avenue entirely, perhaps a more formal chamnel would be
through Stite Departments of Education Regional Se‘rvices or Regional Education e
Networks with “"parent specialists® who serve as professionz:l intermediaries
between parents andtlocal school districts. Thus, if parents are more direct

participants in local career education curricula, they would be aple to more
. -

~ effectively develop thefr own fnputs into their children's deciston-mdking.

Through making special curricula available to target parent-child grqup’s
(1.e., parents of role-transitory-students), Caresr Education programs might
be able to deliver especially neaded information, and present unconsidered alter-
natives, 10 parents of such offspring at\a time where both parties are pressured
toward a némativé reorganization of their 1ife patterns, In‘this aspect,
parents would be “target” clients in conjunction with their children (turned
adults) in an ‘effo}-t'tt; 2110w them to use their influence in'the face of a broader
range of alternatives. ‘This may be.particularly challenging gince we find that
mothers of early adult role incunbents tend to be somewhat more fatalistic about

coping with social circumstances, .

Il

o
<.
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NOTES '

The sequential specification within the block of antecedents is as follows:
(_SEX. RACE, FED, MED, BOCC, SIBS, MAFT, MAGE, FATE69 }»(PARVALS } - (INDTRN,
LOYING, PUNISH, DEMAND} + (1Q) - (MEE69, MOEG9) - (SOI69, PARHS69, PARDRPEI) +
(EWACHES) ~ (SELCON) ~ (LEAS9, Lmss)w(usavf). \
The early role transition equations (see Table 2) are estimated via ordinary

+

Teast squares. Since the mean responses are at best marginal for obtaining

an unbiased estimate of 8 (see Table 1; also Keter and Wasserman, 1974: 328 for

a discussion}, we also estimated the response functions via a weighted Teast
squares process (GLS estiutes;' see Hanushek and Jackson, 1977: 181-2: Gold-
berger, 1964: 248-50)}. The results yielded only minor differences in coefficients
and standard em@ Since both sets of estimated standard errors are very
similar, one would\notbe‘mﬂed' such by the OLS results used in this analysis
(see Hanushek and Jackson, 1977: 182 for similar experiences). . We did not,

in addition, use an.iteratively reweighted least squares procedure since any

9ain from additional stages would not 1ikaly  be large (Heter and Wasserman,

1974: 328). o, .
This effect comes only in the presence of extensive controls. The total effect

of INOTRH on HAR&. as well as their zero-order correlation, is non-significant,

The net coefficient, r-ef'lecting‘ essentially a "suppressor” effect, is signi-
ficiant at conventional statistical standards. ) ’
The zero-order correlations among the three significant-other influence mea-

sures used in this model are presented balow:
. 30169 PARKHEY PARCRPES

50169 .—= 154 ~.148

PARHS6S * -— b =128
PARDRPES - -
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The magnitude of these correlations (although significant at the .01 level) is

ot large. which indicates that, for instance, parental "stress" on an object
{e.9., high school diploma or college) 1S not the same as a mre'_infomtioml
tnput 1ike the “years of schooling® expectation item (see fehberg and Rosenthal,
1978 on parental "stress ") .PARKS69 and SO0169 correlate only modestly. Moreover,
the frequengy with which parents discuss an object, such as high school cempletion,
1s not identical to parental "stress" on the same obJeCt or the general "expectations!
measure. Race differences (not shown) indicate that these three indicators
correlate higher among whites than blacks (see Howell, 1979). These observations,
of course, deal only with perceived parental influence, and not the actual \or-
{entations of significant-others themselves (see Spenner, 1974, Kerckhoff and Huff,
1974). i
This is not to say that dmpf)ing-out of schoal 1s not the result of amy overt
decision on the part of sych students, but we emha,sizé the temporal specificrty
with which this statement is made. What oould happen is that schooting Jspirations
develop at an (as yet) unknown "natural rate” until such time that whatever
prt;cess does c.!etemine school exodus brings its influence to bear, producing
a rapid change in aspirations and resulting behavior. Further research must deal
with such {ssues. What we ob;erve from our data is that, unless some theoretical
model of aspirations can specify the process of such aipiration dynamics, it
geems that prior aspirations do not direct t‘!.me specific occasion of Teaving school
'early‘.' * ¢ "
These percentages are based on the row totals instead of the reported column
figures. - ’
The equation fo.r marfital plans*should‘be qualified with :he following arti-

factual note. In coding MARP, respondents who reported "ever being married*

\

were allocated their current a?e as 2 response for marital timing plans.
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’, Since first marriage is a discrete event (ignoring immediate divorce,
annulment, etc,), this places considerable constraints on the MARP variable in
,andlysis, Thus, the effect of MARR on MARP should be interpreted as the

‘ net difference in yeérs, between "ever married” and "never marrieg" teanaqgers

in their preferred dalay of marital entry,
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