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FOREWORD

The three booklets of A Plavground for All Children describe
in considerable detail a umnigue project that we &t HUD are most
interested in: the development, by the City of New York, of the
nation's first outdoor public playground to be especially designad
for integrated play between handicapped and able-bodied children.

The first booklet describes the special play needs of the
children, ages three to eleven, who are expected to uze the play-
ground, along with their abilities and disabilities. It also
describes the conprehensive. research studies that underlay the
project, including site analysis and criteria.

The second booklet Geals with the design competition, devised
by the City of New York to encourage the widest variety of approaches
and solutions to.this challenging assignment.

The third booklet == ths resource volume -~ documents the play-
ground’s development and deals with both process and product. Included
in it are the survey of existing playgrounds, which was made in pre-
paration for the competition, the four winning entries, and a des-
cription of other innovative concepts, designs, and play cocmponents.

We believe that the materials in these booklets will be of inte-~
rest to recreation specialists, architectural designers, to those involved
in special education of handicapped children, and to public officials and
administrators all across the country. As the resource booklet concludes,
perhaps the playground, when built, "will become a model for similar projects
everywhere."

¥ Lok forward to learning of your reactions to A Playground
for All Children.

Donna E. Shalala
Assistant Secretary for Policy
Development and Rggearch
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INTRODUCTION

>.* There has béen a long felt need for appropri-

© - ate recreation facilities for the many thou-
sands of New York City children who are dis-
abled. No such facilities are presently availa-
ble. Recognizing: the need, the City has set
aside $100,000 from its first federal Com-
munity Development Biock Grant to design
such a playground. It will be the first public

for the integrated recreational enjoyment of
children with disabilities as well as able-

The concept for this kind of playground as
well as other issues concerning accessibility
evolved from discussions with representatives
of various organizations concerned with the
problems of the disabled. These discussions
led to the formal establishment, in September
of 1974, of a unit in the Department of City
Planning to coordinate work on programs for
persons with disabilities. .

One of the first efforts of the office was to
move part of the hearings on the 1975-76
Draft Capital Budget from City Hall to the
Tweed Courthouse which has an elevator.
This made it possible for disabled persons in
wheelchairs to attend part of the proceedings.
However, it was clearly a mnake-do shift.
Funds were subsequently included in the
Draft Proposed Community Development

playground in the nation specifically designed

bodied youngsters. - .

Program and Application for Community
Developrent Prograin Biock Grant Funds for
an elevator at City Hall. As the Commission
noted in its application:

“This is a start of a long term commit-
ment to the handicapped and disabled.
The consiruction of an elevator and
appropriate ramps will enable the
handicapped to participate in all activi-
ties held at City Hall. The City will
therefore be expanding its capacity for
citizen participation and thus furthering
a substantial mandate of the Housing
and Community Development Act.

The importance of this initial project
is highlighted by the concerr. of
representatives of various groups serving
the handicapped, expressed at recent
Capital Budget hearings of the City
Planning Commission.”

In March 1975 the Board of Estimate changed
its hearings on the Community Development
application io a location accessible to the
handicapped. Several parent organizations,
affiliatcd with institutions serving hand;-
capped children, petitioned New York City
to create an ntegrated playground that could
be used for recreation by their children as
well as able-bodied children. The Parks,
Recreation and Culturai Affairs Administration
endorsed the request. The Board of Estimatc

voted to approve undertaking this project and
set aside $100,000 for the initial design work.
This effort then also became part of the
official application for New York City’s Block
Grant application under the tousing and
Community Development Act of 1974.

There are three objectives to be met in the
design of this playground:

Tl Creation of a public playground that
may be enjoyed by children in the
three to 11 year age group, regardless
of disability.

2 Provision of an integrated play expen
ence for disabled and able-bodied
children. Many children with disabilities
have little opportunity to participate in
the larger community and are isolated
from all kinds of experiences that are
considered normal and desirable parts
of development. Even the few recreation
facilities available to the disabled child
are often totally segregaied by type of
disability. Similarly, the abie-bodied
child’s perception of his world is
gencrally limited to play with other
abie-borlied children.

? Derclopment of prototypical playgroun |
features that may be used in neighbor-
hood playgrounds throughout the city.
It i« hoped that this play ground will be
come an example of how the needs of

Q
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the handicapped can be served in the
city recreation facilities. Successful
components of this playground will be
reproduced in neighborhood play-
grounds as they are refurbished or
developed.

——e MAJOR HIGHWAYS
(O MAJOR VEHICULAR NODES
BEST INTRA/CITY VEHICULAR NODES

BEST INTRA/CITY VEHICULAR
NODES AT REGIONAL PARKS

In order to encourage a variety of approaches
and solutions. the City. with funds set aside
for beginning design work, will hold a design
competition, with the Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs Administration and the
Department of City Planning acting as joint
SPONSOTS.

This report is iatended to give playground
designers preliminary information about the
playground and the children who are expect-
ed to use it.

Background Studies

In developing the concept of the playground,
the City has been working with agencies «.d
§ ~individuals experienced in the recreational
needs of children with disabilities. Lists of
the individuals and agencics consulted may be
found in appendices A and B. Among the
many private groups cousulted were the
Manhattan, Queens, and Nassau County
United Cerebal Palsy centers, the New York
L versity Medical Center Institute of Re-
habilitation Medicine, and the Muscular
Dystrophy Association. Among the indi-
viduals consulted were physicians, physical
Hlustration No. 1 therapists, recreation specialists, and parents
of children with handicaps.

6 15
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Transportation-Population Study

Because this playground will be the first,
and for some time at !east, the only facility
of its kind in New York, it is expected to
draw children from the entire city. Therefore,
it must be conveniently accessible to the
largest possible number of children with
disabilities.

FLUSHING MEADOWS PARK

e 15 MILE LINEAR HIGHWAY
‘RANGE FROM FLUSHING
MEADCWS PARK {approx.
travel time is 29 minutes)

4 1

kS

In order to eliminate land costs and reduce
the time required for site selection, the
decision was made to locate the playground in
an existing regional park in the City. Trans-
portation and population studies were then
undertaken to determine which park was
most readily accessible to the largest number
of disabled children.

'+ 20 A TN 0 2
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A number of agencies serving handicépped
youngsters were surveyed to check the

validity of three assumptions regarding

transportation:

1. Agencies serving handicapped children
would use this playground as a program
resource.

(&

. Parents would bring their own youngsters.

3. All groups would travel primarily, if not
exclusively. by cars, vans, and buses rather
than subways.
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BRONX PARK

s 15 MILE LINEAR HIGHWAY
RANGE FROM BRONX PARK
(approx. travel time is 30 minutes)

RS

IMustration No. 3

In all instances these assumptions were vali-

dated.

Transportation specialists, utilizing the pri-
mary criterion of vehicular accessibility,
identified the most accessible locations or

areas within each borough and then determin-

ed which of these areas were most accessibie
to the remainder of the City. Altogether, 35
major vehicular traffic nodes were identified.
Five of these nodes were then selected on the
basis of accessibility to the regional parks.
(Illustration no. 1). The choice of parks was
then narrowed to Bronx, Flushing Meadow,
and Prospect parks.

The three regional parks were analyzed for
comparative highway accessibility. A 15-mile
highway range (approximately a 30-minute
trip) from each park was projected, and
comparative highway accessibility was
mapped. (Illustrations nos. 2, 3, 4).

In the absence of a census, handicapped
children were assumed to be evenly distribu-

ted throughout the population. Gross popula-

tion within a ten-mile radius of Flushing
Meadow Park, Bronx Park, and Prospect Park
was computed by borough and by total
numbers: (Illustration no. 5)

%
Ii




*Source: 1970 Census

Gross Population® Within Ten-Mile Radius of:

Flushing Meadow
Park: Manhattan 814,628
Bronx 763,892
Queens 1,871,452
Richmond -
PROSPECT PARK Brooklyn 1,057,3 70
B —— 15 MILE LINEAR HIGHWAY Total 4,507,342
: ,‘ g:fl{‘]((;% FROM PROisPECT
K (spprox. travel time i Bronx Park: Manhattan 921,833
 Sminite) Bronx 1,471,690
' i Queens 522,927
3 Richmond -
.- ‘ Brooklyn
Tota 2916450
Prospect Park Manhattan 602,252
Bronx -
Queens 615471
Richmond 72,070
Brooklyn 2,602,012
Total 3,891,805

The locations of public and p-ivate agencies,

Dlustration N.. 4

institutions, and schools serving handicapped
children were mapped in relation to the
regional parks, as were New York City’s 28
poverty areas. Eight of the poverty areas were
within the ten-mile radius of Bronx Park, 13
were within the ten-mile radius of Prospect
Park, and 14 were within the ten-mile radius .
of Flushing Meadow Park (Illustration no.5).

Site selection analysis of 12 specific locations
within these three parks is detail.d on page 26.

20
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POPULATION WITHIN 10 MILE
RADIUS OF THE 3 FINAL SELECTED
PARKS (in millions)

] POVERTY AREAS

Prospect
Park

Mlustration No. 5

User Group Study

After preliminary conceptualization of the
park was completed, an overview survey was
undertaken* of individuals and agencies
serving children with disabilities. Reactions
were sought to proposed play activities and to
assumptions regarding physical adaptations,
special play programs, and special monitoring
for the playground. Information was sought
so that the potential users of this facility
might be defined by type of dysfunction.
Several typical responses are appended.**

A second study was then undertaken to learn,
in depth, of the effects of the Jisability on
the child in this age group.*®* What were the
manifestations of the handicap or discase?
Werc there related uisabilities? What were the
physical limits imposed on the child by the
handicap? What did chiidren with this disa-
bility particularly enjoy? What would help
them develop? What should be avoided? What
were the special needs and safety require-
ments? What are his relations with other
children, handicapped and able-bodied?

A general search of the literaturc was under-
taken. Interviews, field visits, correspondence,
and telephone discussions were employed in
both studies.

*Appendix C, Overview Survey
**Appendix D, E, F, G, Responses to
Overview Survey

23
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Summary of Findings - User Groups

There are two distinct factors influencing po-
tential use of the playground. The first is the
size of the population affected by the particu-
lar disability. Because there has been no
census of the disabled, agencies serving the
handicapped were asked to indicate their
perceptions of the- largest potential user
groups.

The second factor is whether or not children
with a particular disability would benefit
from, or require, special playground facilities.
Children who are mildly retarded, although
they are the largest group of disabled chil-
dren, can use play facilities no different from
those used by able-bodied children. Because
they do not require special playground facili-
ties, they are not expected to attend the play-
ground any more frequently than able-bodied
children.

For purposes of analysis, the disabilitics per-
ceived to be the most prevalent have been
classified into five user groups. The sixth
category is the able-bodied child. The user
groups should not be considered as finite or
eaclusive categories. Many disabilitics not
specifically mentioned will also require special
planning. The user groups are simply a way of
breaking down the population to facilitate
analysis. The playgrouid is ir.tended for all
children in the appropriate age groups.

The surveys led to the conclusion that the
largest group of special users of the play-
ground would be children with ncuromuscular
and orthopedic handicaps. These include
amputecs and children with cerebral palsy,
spina bifida, and rauscular dystrophy. The
second largest group was thought to be
youngsters affected by mental retardation and
brain injuries. The third group consisted of
the blind or visually impaired and the deaf or
hearing impaired. The fourth group was chil-

dren with arthritis. Children with other
chronic conditions, such as diabetes, heart
discase, epilepsy, and hemophilia, would be
the smallest group of special users of the play-
ground.

The following scctiods deal specifically with
these six groups. They contain descriptions of
the children, suggested play activitics, and
design considcrations,

Q
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USER GROUPS

USER GROUP I
ABLE-BODIED CHILDREN

This playground will be a new experience for
the able-bodied youngster. He probably will
have no prior experience in relating to chil-
dren who are disabled. We anticipate that
special considerations are necessary to make
the able-bodied child feel that the playground
is one that he too will find exciting and yet be
comfortable in.

In general, it is expected that true integration
of able-bodied youngsters will be easiest when
the child is below school age, because children

at that age tend to be more tolerant and freer _

of value judgments than older, school aged
children. The younger children, however, may
be more apt to embarrass their parents with
questions about handicaps that they are ex-
pose.: to. An older child is likely to swirg\
from withdrawal and avoidance to the role of
a “volunteer helper.”” The success of the play-
ground and the program will be partially
measured by the degree to which the able-
bodied child is influenced to participate
openly, fully and equally in play with
disabled children. J

ACTIVITIES

The able-bodied-youngster is used to being
in command of his body, and actively mobile
in a playground He enjoys darting from one
activity to another and using physical energy

as his whim dictates. Tiaﬁallenge in this
setting will be to check excéss speed and total
abandon. This goal would best be achieved by
activities that substitute in-depth exploration
and concentration for speed and space

conquesi.

For example, activities such as animal care
and gardening will put all youngsters on an
equal basis. Providing wheelchairs for all to
use in wheelchair basketball and wheelchair
mazes should be exciting and chalienging.
Blindfolded children will have fun and gain
greater respect for blind children in identifi-
cation games based on touch.

“

23
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A

- USERGROUPL , .~ '
CHILDREN WITH NEUROMUSCULAR
AND ORTHOPEDIC HANDICAPS

DESCRIPTIONS

CerebratPalsy -~ -~ - o

There are three main types of .rebral palsy.
First, there is the spastic individual, who
moves with difficulty. This condition varies
from the minor occurrence, where one has an
awkward gait, to the most.extreme case,
where one is completely stiff and unable to
move voluntarily. Second, there is the
athetoid individual, who has too much mo-
tion; his movements are involuntary and
uncontrolled. Most athetoid individuals have
some mobility and many bf them can walk
with difficulty. Very few of them are totally
‘mmobilized. Third, there is the ataxic child,
who has jerky movements and disturbed
balance and coordination. He may also have a
disturbed sense of depth perception.

Many children with cerebral palsy are also
mentally retarded, thereby being multiply
handicapped. Many children with cerebral
palsy use orthopedic devices or wheelchairs.
The condition is not progressive.

Spina Bifida

Spina bifida is a« malfurmation of the nervous
system commonly knewn as “‘open spine.”

Most individuals with spina bifida are para-
paretic - they have impaired control a2
sensation below the waist. Consequently

" many ambulate only with the aid of leg or

knee braces, and/or crutches.

Some of them are wheelchairbound.
Normally they do not have bladder or bowel
control. However, most of them have full use
of their upper extremities. Mild retardation
may sometimes be a secondary handicap.
Spina bifida is not progressive.

Muscular Dystrophy

Muscular dystrophy consists of a group of
chronic diseases whose most prominent
characteristic is the progressive degeneration
of the voluntary muscles. There are variations
in the age of onset and the rate of pro-
gression. As a rule* the earlier the clinicai
symptoms appcar, the more rapid is the pro-
gression.

The major type of muscular dystrophy is
Duchenne. It occurs predominantly in males.
Its onset usually occurs between the ages of
two and six. Initially the muscles of the pelvic
girdle are involved, and the sufferer develops
postural defects, a waddiing gait, and difficul-
ty in ascending stairs and rising from the
floor. Muscles of the shoulder girdle become
involved a few years later.

Most children with muscular dy strophy walk
until they are around six years of age, at

which time they may go into braces to keep
from falling. Frequently at the age of ten they
are confined to wheelcharis. Generally they
are unable to grasp well, and many have
limited arm movement. Mental retardation is
not a related secondary handicap.

*Muscular Dystrophy Association Description
of Diseases, Patient and Community Service
Programs

Amputees

Amputees may have loss of any of their ex-
tremities, or portions of them. Depending
upon their condition, they may use artificial
limbs, crutch»s. or wheelchairs.

ACTIVITIES

The playground experience should offer
social, motor, cognitive and sensory stimula-
tion for the children. It should motivate them
to try new things -- the activities should be
exciting and challenging. Ideally, the environ-
ment should motivate the wheelchair-bound
child to use his abilities to the fullest -- to
climb, crawl or wheel to the play equipment.

Individual play activities should give the child
a variety of stimuli in movement, balancing,
and texture. The designs should create inter-
action among handicapped and able-bodied
children piaying in small-groups of two to five
individuals. The following play activities
should be provided for:

30
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' ‘r\l. Sw:inging and rocking equipment of various
| sizes, with special back and arm supports.

2. Sliding surfaces that prevent children from
falling out or tipping over, sugh as hill
slides. Consideration should be given to
children who must slide on their stomachs.

3. Multi-level equipment that provides climb-
ing, walking, and balancing experiences.

4. Exploration of textures and resilient densi-
ties. Sand, lawn, and fabricated soft play

areas should prove valuable in this context.

5. Play in shallow running water, including
floating toys and gentle sprinklers. Particu-
lar attention must be paid to the safety of
the handicapped child in water.

6. Crawling throug_h:tun;’lels and rolling over
mounds.

7. Passive play, such as checkers and picnick-
ing.

It was suggested that some larger group activi-

tics might be provided for in suitably modi-
fied forms. Provision of the following
activities will depend upon the size of the
playground and its location.

1. Basketball, volleyball, softball.

2. Puppét shows, wheelehair dancing.
3. Bowling.

4. Shuffleboard.

5. Horseshoes.

6. Miniature golf or croquet.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Listed below are special features that arc
necessary for this group of children:

1. Spaces and equipment should be accessible
to and able to accommodate children using
crutches, walkers, or canes; children sitting
in and getting in and out of wheelchairs;
children crawling on their hands and knees;
and children who must stay in a prone
position. Handrails for the different age
groups must be provided. (They should not
be greater than 3/4 of an inch in diameter
so that they can accommodate amputces
with hooks on artificial limbs.)

2. Many of these children have poor sitting
balance. Some provision should be made
for special back and arin rests. Another
suggestion was that some benches should
be provided without backs, so that thesc
children could'straddle the bench and lean
on their hands and arms to support them-
sclves.

3. Safcty is a feature that must be built into
any playground. However. children who
have difficulty in moving and balancing
themselves pose special problems. Conse-
quently, a strong emphasis should be put
on the creation of a safe environment in
this new playground. Maicrials, placement
of equipment, heights, and . dges should all
receive particular scrutiny. Another aspecet
of safcty is control. Parents or supervisors

should be able to monitor the children
visually and occasionally exercisc physical

.control over them, without undue diffi-

culty. Arrangements might include
separation of certain play activitics, and
placement of adult sitting areas so that
they have strong visual control of activity
areas. :

. Shade from trecs during warm weather

provides a pleasant way for anyone te keep

scool. However, shade is particularly

important for many disabled children.
Drinking can be a difficult problem; conse-
quently, they can dehydrate quickly. Some
children must takc medication that can
interferc with the normal perspiration
process and cause overhcating. In addition,
some drugs cause sun-sensitivity. The
amputce has fess skin area for his body to
perspire with; therefore, he nceds shade.
(Many spina bifida children have problems
with spinal fluid building up in the brain,
and this condition combined with excessive
heat may result in the child having a
seizure.)

. The location of extra drinking fountains

must be considered for the child who has
difficulty getting about. Drinking fountains
and toilet rooms must be accessible to the
disabled. In addition many of the children
of all ages do not have bladder and bowel
control. Provision must be made for
shiclded diaper changing arcas for the older
children.

32
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USER GROUP 11
CHILDREN WITH MEN1AL
RETARDATION AND BRAIN INJURIES

DESCRIPTIONS ~ »  _
Mental Retardation ,

_ Mental retardation may be caused by brain

damage, post-birth trauma, genetic reasons,
or unknewn fzctors. The mentally retarded
child is develop: mentally disabled. Develep-
ment is not only slower in mentally retarded
children, it is frequently uneven and different
from normal development patterns. The re-
tarded child may have varying degrees of
maturity in each facet of development --
physical, social, intellectual, and emotional.
Retardation is generally classified into four
broad functional categories -- mild, moderate,
severe, and profound retardation.

Mildly Retarded

Slightly less than 90 per cent of the mentally
retarded are ciassified as mildly retarded.
They are very similar to non-retarded children
except that their rate and degree of develop-
ment is slower, and retardation of neuromus-
cular development may lead to retardation of
the motor skills. The recreational needs of the
mildly retarded can be met in any good play-
ground faciiity designed for the able-bodied
child.

Moderately, Severely, Profouridly Retarded

#sround ten per cent of the retarded are classi-
fied as moderately, severely, or profoundly
retarded. Approximately 30 per cent of the
people in these categories have serious
secondary handicaps. Children suffering
from Downs Syndrome, or mongolism, often
have congenital heart defects as well; the pro-
foundly rotarded child may be spastic. Other-
wise secondary nandicap#have no set pattern.

There is unusual slowness in overall develop-
ment and a qualitative difference in thought
organization; there may be a lack of physical
self-awareness. All of these children lag in
motor development, perception, balance, and
coordination. Some of them are not toilet
traired. Many may not be able to understand
the cause of danger, or any cause and effect,
nd so safety is a major concern.

Brain Injured Childrer

Although brain injuries may result in many
different disabilities, the term is generally
used to descrik  :ie non-retarded child who is
hyperactive. Th _rain-injured child will also
generally have perceptual disabilities. A large
portion have poor gross motor coordination
and are several years behind able-bodied chil-
dren in physical coordination. The brain-
injured child is impulsivc and quick and may
be unaware of danger to himself or others.
He may be frenetic and easily distractzble.

Additional manifestations may include
immaturity, difficulties with fine motor
coordination, poor judgment, speech
problems. and perseveration problems (such a
child may repeat an action or word continu-
ously). Unlike the mentally retarded child,
the brain-injured child usually has very quick
motions.

ACTIVITIES

The play experience for retarded and brain im-

paired children should encourage motor
activities to help them improve thcir coordi-
nation and should be sensitive to their
physical coordination difficulties. A child
with one of these disabilities very often has a
poor perception of kis body, its mobility, and
the relationship of his body to space. The
decign of the facility should foster experi-
ences with differentiation of spaces, shapes,
and forms. The child should be tempted to
try something new and to explore his environ-
ment. However, for reasons of safety and
supervision the environment must be a
contained area.

Many parents tend to baby a retarded child,
hindering his development. it would be best if
facilitics were designed so that the child can
gain a sense of being his own master; he will
then find his own level in play.

Calming activitics are recommended for the
hyperactive child. Among these activities
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are play with water or with soft or inflatable
play equipment, and play in nature areas.
Lively activities that allow a'safe discharge of
encrgy - guich as play with punching bags, or
Jumpmg -- ‘are also recommended.

Speclfic suggestions for this group include the
- following:— ~— -

1. Play involving motor skills. Climbing,
especially hand-over-hand climbing,
and activities that involve crawling will
help coordination and gross motor skill
development.

2. Jumping and bouncing activities,
similar to play on a trampocline
designed with special safety features.

. Activities that develop the child’s eye-
hand and eye-foot coordination and
spatial perception. One therapist
suggested a fixed “baseball stand,” which
would have a retractable ball strung
to it.

. Balancing and walking on railroad
ties, or other activities that develop gait
and sense of balance.

5. Mazes -- designed so the child is not aware
that he can be watched. These are fun,
invite exploration, and help the child’s
perceptual development.

6. Sand and water play, in 2ypropriate forms
for all age groups, including the older and
larger children.

7. Flexible soft play equipment (foam blocks
have been suggested) so the child can create
his own environment. Outdoor inflatables
that give slightly when crawled and walked
on will help the child’s sense of cause and
effect.

8. Activities that develop fine motor coordi-
nation. These might include play equip-
ment with tactile and visual appeal that
involves finger movement.

« 9. Music, dance and art activities.

10. A nature area

Some group activities mentioned for User
Group 1I were also suggested for these chil-
dren. However, these activities must also be
modified to meet the needs of children with

poor coordination and perceptual difficulties -

for instance, basketball hoops will need to be
lower. Competitive play is not recoramended.
In general, individual, parallel, or cooperative
play would be best.

SPECIAL FEATURES

1. The most pruminent requirement for this
group is safety. Many of these children are
not aware of cause and effect and do not
purceive danger. Provisions must be made
to keep them from injuring themselves
and others. Rubberized areas have been
suggested. Falls should be anticipated;

these children may climb (if phy sically
able) higher than they can safely =- , with-
out realizing the danger.

. All of these children will need supervision.

The design should allow for the easy exer-
cise of maximum control. This is an impor-
tant consideration for individual play
equipment, but it must also be taken into
account in the design of the whole play-
ground. In particular, the design must
ensure that a child will not be able to
wander off and get lost, or run into danger.

. A substantial number of these children will

have secondary handicaps, as in User Group
11, and will require accessibility features
such as those mentioned in User Group 11

. Shade is needed, and easily accessible

drinking fountains are a special consider-
ation. Some authorities believe that dehy-
dration or overheating may be a problem.
Some children require medication which
may cause sun-sensitivity.

. Shielded diaper-changing areas must be

provided for those older children who are
not toilet-trained or who lack bladder or
bowel control. Additionally, some older
children will need adult supervision or
assistance in the normal toileting process.
Provision should be made for large pri-
vate toilet cubicles so that an adult may
accompany an older child >f either sex

L
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,} USER GROUP IV
: CHILDREN WITH VISUAL AND
: HEARING IMPAIRMENTS

DESCRIPTIONS

¢ Children who have lost their sight completely
are referred to as blind; those with all other
degrees of visual loss are considered to have
impaired vision. Occasionally, these children
" are afflicted with other disabilitics as well.

Children who are deaf or hard of hearing may
have balance and perceptual difficulties
‘ dircctly related to their hearing difficultics.

ACTIVITIES

Play facilities for the blind or visually im-
paired child should emphasize the use of his
‘other senses. The deaf or hearing impaired
child’s play needs are not significantly differ-
ent from those of an able-bodied youngster,
except obviously, that visual information
must s¢place all aural information.

In addition to creating a fun place for the
able-bodied youngster, special criteria for
User Group IV would consist of the
following:

1. Use of strong visual cues to supplement

aural cues for the deaf and hard of hearing.

For instance, signs should be bnghtly
colored and graphically incisive. Strong

contrast of color and shade is also helpfui
for the partially sighted child.

2. Sound play is fun for all youngsters, but
will get special responses from blind

children. Strong vibrations that have quali-

ties of rhythm and tone could become
sound play for deaf children. Bashethall
hoops might be equipped with sound
devices so that blind children may know
where to throw the ball.

3. Space and equipment for the blind child
should emphasize textural qualities.

4. Natural areas with fragrance gardens have
been recommcnded for all children, but

eépccially for blind youngsters.

5. Special swinging, balancing, and moving

activities should be provided for those deaf

children with balance and perceptual
difficulties.

6. A multi-level, milti-activity maze has been
suggested for use by all children. It could
be equipped with braille instructions for
blind youngsters.

SPECIAL FEATURES

1. Safety is of special concern for children
who have difficulty seeing or hearing. Soft
areas must be provided for blind children,

who may fall while (!imbing equipment. A

(]

. Special textures and braille signs should be

- Water play must be designed to be safe for

child who is hard of hearing must be pro-
tected not only from personal injury but

also from/damagc to his expensive hearing
aid.

used to heln the Llind child identify loca-
tions anpd activities within the plawuund.
Waist high fencing and guard rails have also
been recernmended.

the blind child, and the effect of water on
hearing aids must also be taken into con-
sideration.

|
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" USER GROUP V
CHILDREN WITH ARTHRITIS

DESCRIPTIONS

The most common arthritic or rheumatic
dise§ise amongst children is juvenile rhéuma-
toid arthritis. It may appear at any age; and it
cripples more. girls than boys. Painful.joint
inflammation, soreness, stiffness, and limita-
tion of motion are common among these
children. Joints may be deformed, twisted,
and swollen. Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis
wvaries in severity and is characterized by
periods of improvement, or remission,
followed by new flare-ups that occur with-
out warning. Some children must use canzs or
crutches while walking.

ACTIVITIES
\
The arthritie child needs individual play with
, an emphasis on gradation of activities. He
must be able to play at a pace that is tolerant
of his physical condition. Competitive play

" can be harmfui to the arthritic child, because

it may tempt pim to overstress arthritic joints.
The individual play activities listed for User
Group II would also be good for the arthritic
child.

SPECIAL FEATURES

1. Rest between periods of play is of utmost
importance to the arthritic child. Conse-

quently, provision must be made for
seating areas with passive play activities
available that will encourage these children
tc rest when they need to.

2. Large group activities should not be
planned for these children.

3. Special toilet facilities with higher seats and
grab bars must be provided.

/

USER GROUP Vi
CHILDREN WITH O fnER CHRONIC ¢
CONDITIOXS SUCH AS HEART DISEASE,
DIABETES, EPILEPSY, AND HEMOPHI:IA

DESCRIPTIONS

1t is not possible to enumerate and describe
all of the conditions or disabilitieg which may
affect children. Some affect their ability to
use or safely enjoy standard playground
facilities, but others may not, or may have
only a minimal effect.

User Group VI includes those four conditions
that, in addition to the ones included in
previous user groups, were most commonly
verceived as possibly requiring special recrea-
tion planning. Once again, it is important to
note that many disabilties not mentioned in
this report will require special planning.
Omission ot a particular disability in this
report does not mean that the playground will
be unable to accommodate a child with that
disability. The playground will be for all
children in the appropriate age group.

Heart Disease

Heart discase in children usually takes one of
two forms: congenital heart deformity, or
disorders induced by rheumatic fever. A
congenital heart deformity is a defect of some
part of the heart. or a mgjor blood vessel near
the heart, that develops prior to birth. As a
general rule children with congenital heart
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conditions may have secondary disabilities
such as diabetes. Rheumatic fever frequently

" “weakens the pumping action of the heart, and
the heart valves may become inflamed. Re-
sultant scar tissue may cause continuing inter-

ference with normal biood flow.

Diabetes

Diabetes results from failure of the pancreas
to produce sufficient insulin, which is
necessary to use food properly. The condition
is controlied by diet and insulin intake. Diet
and insulin iritake are 2djusted iu anticination
of physical activity. The known diabetic child
receiving proper care will have no physical
restrictions, and will use a playground as any
able-bodied child.

Hemophili=

Hemophilia 1s a genetically iransmitted dis-
order of blood coagulation. It affects males
only. Children with hemophiliac conditions
must be on a continuous alert for the occur-
rencé of hemorrhages especially into the
joints.

Epilepsy

Epilepsy is the symptom of a-neurological
disorder that manifests itself in seizures,
resulting from too much energy being dis-
charged from the brain. Seizures vary greatly
in their intensity and duration. They may
involve loss of consciousness, stiffening of
muscles, and jerks of the limbs. Drowsiness,

-

day dreaming, confusion, or fatigue may
follow an epileptic seizure. Retarded children
may have epileptic seizures and children with
cerebral palsy and spina bifida may have
similar seizures.

ACTIVITIES

Children within this user group, for the most
part, can enjoy the same activities as able-
bodied children. However, on occasion some
will have lower energy levels than able-bodied
children and consequently will have to
modify their activities.

SPECIAL FEATURES

1. Many of these children tire easily and on
occasion will have weak spells. Consequent-
ly provision of attractive rest areas with

. passive play activities should be considered
in the design of the playground.

2. The use of resilient surface, and the avoid-
ance of sharp edges is especially important
for hemophiliac and epileptic children.

3. As in User Groups II and 111, shading is of
particular concern to some of the children
within this group.

4. Safety in water play is of special concern to
the epileptic child, who may have an un-
expected seizure and loss of consciousness.

5. Diabetic children require immediate avail
ability of orange juice, fruit, or soft drink
with added sugar in case of insulin reaction.

ERIC
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CONCLUSIONS

There are a wide variety of special needs that
must be planned for in designing the play-
ground. However, despite the wide variance in
specific problems, a surprising commonality
of needs and possible solutions emerges.

Activities

Multiple levels of activity are needed, from
passive games to active sports. Although there
may be differing reasons for the activity
depending upon the us'r group, the following
types of activities are suggested to meet the
recreation requirements of the children in all
of the user grcups:

1. A multi-level multi-activity maze (all

groups).

2. Activities that provide sensory stimulation;
textures and tactile play, resilient densities,
soft play equipment (especially User
Groups II, I, IV, V).

3. Play involving body movement - swinging,
rocking, sliding, climbing, crawling and
jumping (especially User Groups II, III,
v, V).

4. Balancing and walking aectivities (espe-
cially User Groups II, IH).

5. Water play (all groups).
6. Sand play (all groups).

7. Passive play and interesting rest areas
(especially User Groups II, V, VI).

8. Crassy areas and nature areas (all groups).

9. Modified group sports and other group
activities. Many classic sports can be
adapted for play by the disabled child
with some change in the physical setup
(especially User Groups II, I, IV).

Able-bodied children (User Group I) and
those with very similar play needs (User
Group VI) will enjoy all of the above activi-
ties.

Multiple levels of excitement are needed,
from activities that calm through to those
that stimulate and excite.

Aithough facilities for individual, parallel,
cooperative, and group play are needed, it is
expected that parallel and cooperative play
will be the major modes of interaction.

Multiple levels of skill should be planned for.
The ideal facility is one that can be used
successfully by children of various le.els of
ability, skill, and agility, and present challenge
and fun to each.
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Special Considerations

Persons concerned with the special needs of
children with disabilities generally have one of
two points of yiew when it comes to the issue
of play. One yiew is that the disabled child
needs constant protection and shelter. The
other is that the child should be encouraged
to act independently. Among the causes of
these differing attitudes are the nature of the
Jdisability under consideration and the
parent’s or professional’s philosophy, emo
tional makeup, and judgement based upon
years of expericnce with the disabled child.

Both views are valid, and interestingly enougha

proponents of both points of view support
the concept of the integrated playground as
presented in this report. It is agreed that facil-
ities must be designed to allow parental and
staff monitoring at fairly close range. How-
ever, skiliful placement and design can leave
the child unaware of the adult’s closeness,
fostering an illusion of independence.

For some children, a mare closely contained
area is necessary for monitoring and safety
(especially User Groups I, III).

Safety is of paramount importance. Resilient
surfaces and rounded edges on all equipment
are mandatory. Falls should be anticipated
frem alt equipment. Grab bars are needed.
Handrails, not greater than 3/4 of an inch in
diameter, should be provided.

Shading is essentiol for most groups (especial-
ly User Groups I1, 111, VI).

Drinking fountains must be readily accessibie
for children who have difficulty getting about
and for ehildren who dehydrate quickly (User
Groups II, 111, V, VI).

Special attention has to be given to toilet
facilities. Toilets must be usable Ly the wheel
ehair-bound. Provision must be made for
shielded diaper-changing areas for older chil-
dren who lack bladder and bowel control.
Probably a modified type of bathroom and
new type of changing and cleaning area will
have to be designed (User Groups II, III, V).

Activities must be planned at multiple physi-
cal levels. Children will lie, crawl, sit, sit at
varied wheelchair levels, ambulate at varied
wheelchair levels, stand, and run.

It is assumed that disabled children will be
brought to the playground and supervised
by their parents or by the agencies that
brought them. However, it would be desirable
to train park personnel to be sensitive to the
special needs of the handicapped. Several
agencics volunteered to train park staff along
these lines.

A building will be needed in the playgorund
to provide - in addition to toilet facilities -
storage space, an office for the staff, and a
private area for children who require rest or
medical attention. The first aid area should
have a direct telephone line to a nearby
emergency facility, to provide for quick con
sultation if necessary.
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SITE ANALYSIS INTRODUCTION
X
\ The desirability and need for a free-play recre- Each of the 12 sites was rated according to a
\ ational facility to serve the special require- point systein, in terms of its ability to fulfill
ments of children with disabilitics is cstablished  each of the criteria. (For a description of the
in the first part of this report. This portion point system, se= the section following - Cri-
deals with the problems of identifying and teria and Point Value System.) One site - 3B,
evaluating possible sites. in Flushing Meadow Park - posted a score of
745. considerably higher than the scores for
For the present, only a single facility can be the other sites. It is a gently sloping grassy
contemplated. It is therefore neccssary to arca adjacent to the Children’s Farm, the
select a site that will be convenient, ensure Carousel, and the Zoo, and relatively near the
the greatest usage, and lend itself to proper Hall of Science Museum. It scores very high in
development for the intended use. The pre- all characteristics considered to be of prime
ferred site was chosen after establishing basic importance - ascessibility, parking, and avail-
criteria for selecting a site, and then visiting ability of complementary activities. Site 3A,
and cvaluating a large number of locations. also in Flushing Meadow Park, placed second
with a total poini score of 685. The higher
Summary of Recommendations rating for Site 3B is duc to the more conven-
ient location of parking ' conelusion, it is
The site sclection process for this demonstra- rccommended that the s ror the demonstra
tion playground started with a transportation tion playground be located in Flushing
study, which established that the preferred Mcadow Park on Site 3B.

locations arc in Bronx Park, Prospect Park, or
Flushing Mcadow Park. Within thesc parks, 12
sites were then identified, analyzed, and eval-
uated against critel%a established for this
unique preject. These criteria are location;
accessibility; availability of parking; compati-
bility with the surrounding park arca and with
the adjacent community ; availability of com-
plementary activities, attractiveness, or
“draw,” of the existing park; present condi-
tion of the site; its size, shape, and topogra-
phy; demand for faciiitics now on the site;
and availability of sanitary facilities.
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CRITERIA & POINT VALUE SYSTEM

It is recognized that with the many criteria to
be considered and the variables in site charac-
teristics, it is difficult to arrive at an objective
evaluation of a site and then compare it to
other sites. For this rcason, a set of standard
values and a point scoring system is used. It is
purposely arranged into broad categories and
approximate values because it was felt that
further refinement weald not necessarily
establish with certainty the superiority of one
location over another. Where scores are close,
selection should be made on the basis of more
detailed analysis.

Methodology

The criteria are ordered into groups that
correspond generally to location, site charac-
teristics, and surrounding arca. In “Site
Descriptions and Evaluations,” alongside each
criterion for a site, there is a description of
the particular characteristic that, in turn,
establishes a basis for the cvaluation.

The chart “Point Values - Site Sclection
Criteria” shows each criterion rated in rela-
tion to all other cnteria. Those considered
most impcrtant are given the maximum value
of 100, and those considered less important
receive lesser values. Evaluations are cstab-
lished as “excellent,” “very good,” “good,”
“fair,” and “‘poor.” Point scores arc assigned
by dividing the maximum value of a criterion
into four equal parts, with poor equal to zero,
fair equal to one-quarter the maximum value,

good equal to one-half the maximum value,
and so forth. The verbal evaluations are ther,
assigned the appropriate numerical values, and
the numbers are totalled to produce the score
for the sites. The results of this analysis are
shown on the chart “Summary Comparison of
Sites.”

Ranking of Criteria

It is expected that children with limited
physical capabilities and mobility will be
comi g to the playground with members of
their family or friends or in largc: groups. The
principal modes of transportation are ex-
pected to be private car and special bus. Sub-
ways and public buses are expected to be used
to a much lesser extent. The playground will
have citywide appeal, and so it is expected
that many families will be coming from some
distance and staying the day. The facility will
have greater attraction if there are ncarby
activitics for all the members of the family. In
view of the above considerations, the major
criteria in evaluating a site are felt to be
accessibility, parking, and complementary
activities.

Second in importance are compatibility with
surrounding area, site size and shape, and
topography. One acre is considered the
minimum area acceptable. Although a flat site
presents fewer problems, topography that has
gentle slopes and casy grades is considered as
having interesting possibilities for imaginative
development. Existing trees on a site are con-
sidered desirable.

Next in ranking of criteria are geographic loca-
tion, “draw,” and compatibility with the
surrounding park and the community. Geo-
graphic location is not considered nearly so
important as accessibility. However, it has
significance in that given equal accessibility,
a central location is more desirable. “Draw”

is the ability to attract a large number of peo-
ple from the widest area.

In some instances, the proposed location is an
existing pkbyground. In such cases it is
assumed that the new~acility would be able
to serve those using the present facility as well
as handicapped and able-bodied children from
around the city. For this reason, the demand
for the existing facility is considered of lesser
importance.

Lowest in the classification of critcria are the
present condition of the site and availability
of sanitary facilities. The basis for this ranking
is the expectation that any shortcomings in
these categories can be remedied. A site in
poor condition is rated higher than one in
good condition because it is more logical and
probably less costly to replace a poor facility
than a good one. The convenienge and
necessity of sanitary facilitics at a playground
to be used by disabled children is not to be
construed zs being cpnsidered unimportant
because it is ranked in the lowest classifica-
tion of criteria. Since sanitary facilities will
have to be specially adapted to meet the
needs of the handicapped even an existiag
facility will require substantial alteration.
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¥ SITE DESCRIPTIONS AND EVALUATIONS
"' Site 1A At Bronx Park. south of Busten Ruad and west of Bronx Park East. Esisting
& playground, .58 acre. circular. J
DESCRIPTION EVALUATION l
l
LOCATION Near the geog aphic center Poor. Tuo far from
of the Bronx. other boroughs. ;
1
L)
ACCESSIBILITY . ;
Automohile Bronx River Parkway and Excellent. Readily |
Pelham Parkway are ad at cessible from arterial
Jacent to site, highwaye.
NEW YORK Subway IRT West Side and IRT Very 2o6d Good sub-
& East Side stop approx way transportation
BOTANICAL j/ two blocks from site avatfable
GARLENS
4 Bus BX 7.8X 12 BX §3 and Yery good Goed bus
BX 28 stop adjacent to transportation availa-
or approx twe blocks from bls
site
DRAW Regional park and recre Good A separate area
atwon arca near Bronx Zso. Has
wide appeal and
attracts people from
aii buroughs
7 ! AREA Regional park aostly Fair In a visually open
/ ¥ CHARACTER middic and lower middle & aci essible area
s ) ; . class adjacent to pa-k Commumty may ob
” // , o ’ Jeet to losing peesent
/" NEV YORK |- - l “".,‘t/- facihity
;- g P ; : S,
N ) Z00LOGICAL { ' 4‘ [ !\:"";“\'-':,J”R } SIZE/SHAPE 58 acre, e ular Poor Too small
» S ' ' V! '
p ./%7 GARDENS | . , L w L L-:, TOPOGR AFHY Flat. paved Geod No topographic
g ? / L =4 constrzings
p /
7 / / LONDITION Existing playground in Pocr Would result in
/ N / good condition Facilities the shmination of an
ﬁ\// L salable are awings, rxsting operational
O /// showee, an: jungh om facility
“ /
Ys SANITARY Exssting comfort station Very good Sanitary
FACILITIES adjacent to site facilities available ad-

Jacent to site,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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PARKING

" COMPATIBILITY

OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SURROUNDING
AREA

COMPLEMENTARY
FACILITIES

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

Farking available across
Bronx Park East approx.
200" from site. Parking also
available across Bronx River
Parkway (2pprox. 600" from
site, through tnderpass).

Functionally similar to
existing facilities in the
park. Residential area

across Bronx Park East.

Other faciiities in immeds-
atc area ave athletic fie.ds.
tennis courts. handball
courts. Children's Farm
adjacent to Bronx Zoo
parking.

Considrrable demand for
existing playground.

Very good. Parking
available nearby.

Very good. Compati-

ble with adjacent rere-

ational activilies.

Very good. Other recre-

ational activitics availa-

ble nearhy.

Poor. Existing facility
required for continued
use.

area, 2.6 acres.

LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automobile

Subway

Bus

DRAW

Near the geographic cenier of
the Bionx.

Bronx River Parkway and
Pelt am Parkway are adjacent
to site.

IRT West Side and IRT Fast
Side stop approx. two blocks
from sitc.

BX 7.BX 12. BX 13 and
BX 28 stop adjacent to or
approx. two blocks from
site

Regonal park and recre
atio.. arca.

Site 15 At Bronx Park. south of Boston Road and cast of Bronx Park East. Natural

Pour Too far from
other borsughs.

Exccllent. Readily
accessibie from artersat
ughways.

Very good Good wub
way transportation
available

Very good. Good bus
transportat:on availa

ble

Good. A scparate arvs
ncar bronx Park Zoo
Has wide appeal and
attracis people from
all horoughs

AREA
CHARACTER

SIZE/SHAPE

TOPOGRAPHY

CONDITION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

PARKING

COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SURROUNDL G
AREA

COMPLEMENTARY
ACTIVITIES

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

Regional park. mostly
middle & lower middlc
class adjacent to park.

2.6 acres, irregular.

Rough. hilly tcrrain
Rozk outcrop on part of
site.

Undeveloped naturs! area,

Existing comfort station
adjacent to site.

Parking avariable across Brenx
Park East {(approx. 200" from
sitc). Parking alse available
across Bronx River Parkway
(approx. 600" from site,
through underpase ).

Functionally similar to eaisting

facilities in the park. Residen-
tial area across Bronx Park
East.

Other facilitics 1n immediate
area arc athletic fields, tenis
courts, handbali courts, and
exsting playground. Chil
dren’s Farm adjacent to Brorx
Zoo parking

Natural area Not presently
aeed

Yery good. In a visu-
ally open & accessibie
area. Not tied to any
community group

Good. Adequate size
and shape.

Poor. Difficult for
handicapped to use

Fair. Difficult to
develop.

Yery good. Sanitary
facaltties available ad-
jacent to site.

Yery good. Parking
available nearby.

%

Very goud. Compaty
ble with adjacent
recreational activities

Very good. Other
recreational activties
available nrarby.

Very goud. No con
fhe ting requrements
to present develop
ment

Q
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Site 2A At Prospeet Park. north of Lincoln Road and west of Ovean v e Existing

playground., .4 acre,

LOCATION

\CCESSIBILITY

Automobe

Subw ay

Bus

BRAW

AREA
CHARACTER

SIZE/SHAPE,

TOPOGRAPIY

CONDITION

DESCRIPTION

Near the center of Brooklyn.

Prospeet Kxpressway ends
approx. 1 - 1/2 miles from
site. Eastern Parhway is
épprux. 3/4 mile. and Flat
bush Avenue s four blocks
from stte. Borders on Ocean
Avenoe and Lincoln Road
major collector streets.

IND and BMT stop witinn
feur blochs, IRT <tops with

m eight blochs.

B 49 and B 33 stop adjacent
to playground. B 41 stops
approx two blocks from
site

Regional park and secreation
arca

Regional park. Racraily
mixed. lowor maddle and
middle class area to the
cast ¢ ark

4 aere, sencarcalar

Flat, paved

Fxasting playground an fawr
condition. Faolibes avarlable
are swings. ower hasin,
shides, seesaws, ungle gym
wnned sanl pat

EVALUATION

Fair. Distant from the
Bronx and northeastern
Queens. Convenient to
Manhattan and Staten
Island.

#air No direct access
from major arterial high-
ways.

Yery good. Good subway
transportation available.

Very good. Bus transpor
tatton available.

Excellent. Has wide
appeal and attracts peo
ple from al! boroughs.

Poor. Arca separated by
roads. Commumity may
objeet to losing prewent
facibity

Poor Too snudl.

Good. No topographi
constramts

Poor Would resalt i the
chmination of an existing
operational facility,

Q
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Very good. Sanitary facil-

SANITARY “Existing comfor station
FACILITIES adjacent Lo site, itics avaitable adjacent to
site. '
PARKING Parking available across Exst Fair. Parking is incon-
Lake Drive snd Lincoln Rosd  venient and requires road
_ approx. 1,000° from site. crossings by pedestrians.
Intervening vehicular traffic.
COMPATIBILITY  Functionally sitilar to Fair. Compatible with
OF PROPOSED existing facilities in park. park activities, but it is
FACILITY WITH Residential area across Ocean  not contiguous to most
SURROUNDING Avenue. of them. Limited rela:
AREA tionship to adjacent resi-
dential arca.
COMPLEMENTARY Other facilities in the park Good. Other recreational
FACILITIES are zoo, lake, bicycle path activities, except for

DEMANG FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

and existing playgrour.d.

There is light demand for
the existing playground.

existing playground, are

not contiguous to site.

Good. Limited demand
for existing facility.

Site 2B

At Prospect Park. south of Lincoln Road and west of Ocean Avenue, Open

natural area. two acres

LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automobile

Near the center of Braoklyn

Prospeet Expressway ends
approx. 1 1/2 miles from
stle. Eastern Purkway 1x
approx. 3/4 milc and Flat
bush Avenue is four blochs
from site. Borders on Ocean
Avenue and Lincoln Road
najor collector streets,

Far Distant from the
Bronx and northeastern
Queens. Convement to
Manhattan and Steten
Island

Fair. No direct access
from majos artenal
lighways.

/f

Subw ay f

‘\
~
Bus M
DR AW
AREA
CHARACTER

SIZE/SHARE

TOPOGRAPIN

CONDITION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

PARKING

COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACHLITY WITH
SERROUNDING
ARLA

IND and BMT <top within
four blocks IRT stops
within cight blochs,

B 49 and B 33 step adjacent
to playground B 41 stop:
approx. two blocks from
site

Regronal park and recreation
area

Regional park. neutral
character. Racially mied,
lower middle and maddle

class area o the east of park.

Two acres, nearly rectang-
lar

FlLat. with some vanation
i grade.

Open natural ares. with

good vy ishing trees,

Fanting comforl station
available al Site 2A appron
100" from site Intervening
vehicubar traffa

Parking avalable ac ros
Faast Lake Drave, approx
600" from site Intervemng
velueular traffu

Fune hienally ssmilar to
ownting facdities i park
Reswdential arca asross
Ocean Wontie

Very good. Good sithway
transportation available.

Very good. Bus transpor-
tation available,

Excellent. Has wilde
appeal and sttracts peo
ple from il boroughs.

Very good. In a visu-
ally open and aceessible
area Community proba-
bly not ““possessive™ of
thus area,

Very good. Good size
and configuration.

Excellent. Optimum
topographic conditions

Ve good. No destrae
tion of cxisting factldy
"('('(‘\\ar‘\’

Fair, Samitary facthities
asailzble nearby, but re
require erossing of busy
signal eoverolledinter
wetion

rair, Parking i~ meanven
et and requres road
crinaang by pedestrians

Far Compatible to prark
acinities, but it s nol
contigmons to mest of
them Lamated relation
hep Lo adjacent tesaden
it area

Q
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COMPLEMENTARY  Otlier facilitivs in the park

FACILITIES

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

are zoo, lake, bicyele path
and existing playgrounl.

Natural area, nol presently
ueed,

Good. Other recreational
achwvities, exeept for
existing playground, are
stot conlighers g sile,

Yery good. No conflu
ting requirements to pre
vent development.

Site 2C

LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automobile

Subway

Bus

DRAW

DESCRIPTION

Near the center of Brooklyn.

Prospect Expressway ends
approx. 1 - 1/2 miles from
site. Eastern Parkway is
approx. 3/4 mile, and Flat-
bush Avenuc four blocks
from site. Borders on Ocean
Avenuc and Lincoln Road,
major collector strects.

IND and BMT stop within
four blocks. IRT stops
within cight blocks.

B 49 and B 33 stop adjacent
to playground. 8 41 stops

approx. two blocks from site.

Regonal park znd recreation
area,

At Prospect Park, south of Lincoln Road and west of Occan Avenue. Existing
playground, .4 acre.

EVALUATION

Fair. Distant from the
Bronx and northeastern
Quecns. Convenient to
Manhattan and Staten
Island.

Fair. No direct access
from major artenal high.
ways.

Very good. Good subway
transportation available

Very good. Bus tianspor
tation available.

Excellent. Has wide
appeal and attracts peo
ple from all boroughs

AREA
CHARAGTER

SIZE/SHAPE

TOPOGRAPHY

CONDITION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

PARKING

COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SURROUNDING
AREA

COMPLEMENTARY
FACILITIES

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

Regional park. ncutral
character. Racially mixed,
lower middle class orea to
the caust of park.

.4 acre. srregular.

Flat. paved.

Existing playground, recently
constructed Existing trecs.
Facilitics available arc play.
house. swings. tot tables,
sand pit with woad climber.

Eaisting comfort station at
site 2A, approx. 650° from
saite. Intervening vehicular
traffie,

Parking available across East
Lake Drive, approx. 350°

from site

Functionally similar to
existing faciitties in park
Resdential area across
Ocean Avenue

Other facilities in the park
are 2ou, lake, bieyele path
and exmting layground.

Existing piayground i well
used "y focal residents

Poor. A visually sepas-
ate arca. Community

is probably very *'posses.
sive” of this adventure
playground.

Poor. Too small.

Good. No topographic

constraints.

Poor. Would result in the
elimination of a new,
operational facility.

Fair. Sanitary facibities
avallable ncarby, but re-
quire crossing of busy
signal controllcd inter-
section.

Fair. Parkitg is incon.
venient and requires road
crossing by pedestrians,

Fair Compatible to park
activities but 1t 1s not
contiguous to most of
thetn. Limited relation-
ship to adjacent residen-
tial arca.

Good. Other recreational
activities, except fo:
existing playground. are
not contiguous to site

Poor Sernous contheting
requirement for existing
recreational use,
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Natural area. 2.5 acres
1.LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automobile

Subway

Bus
DRAW

AREA
CHARACTER

SIZE/SHAPE
TOPOGRAPIY

CONDIFION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

Y el
A

g

™= PR T T .-
A\
e N

DESCRIPTION

Near geographic center of
Brooklyn. Queens. Manhattan
and the Bronx.

Grand Central Parkway, l.ong
Island Expressway and Van
Wyck Expressway are close to
site.

IRT Flushing hine stops approx
nine blocks from site.

Q 23 stops approx. two blocks
from aite. Q 48 stops approx.
ninc blocks {rom site.
Regional park and reereation

arca.

Regonal park. Ncutral
character

2.3 acres nearly rectangular

Flat. nceutral area

Opon natural arca Good
existing trees.

Existing comfort station :n zoo
appror 850 from site No
mntenerung veleular traffic

Site 3A At Flushing Mcadows Park. north of Terrace On The Park. west of the Zoo.

EVALUATION

Very good. Centrally
located. except in rela-
tion to Siaten Island

Excellent. Readily
accessible from artenal
highways.

Poor. Toa far from
s bway link

Fair. Local bus routes,
serving small. low density
arcas.

Excellent. Has wade
appeal and attracts peo-
pie from ail boroughs.

Execllent. A visually
open and accessible area
Not tied to any commu
nity group

Veny good Cood size
and configurat:on

Excellent. Optimum
topographic conditions.

Very good, No destruc-
tion of custing facility
necessary.

Fair Samtary facthties
avatlable at some distance,

ERI 31
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PARKING

: COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH(
SURROUNDING
AREA

ACTIVITIE>

BEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

COMPLEMENTARY

Parking available approx.
960" from site. Possible to
provide a new parking
facility approx. 200" from
site. No intervening vehicular
traffic.

Functionally similar to
existing facilities.

Other facilities in immediatc
arca are 200, Hal! of Science,
children's farm, athletic ficlds.

No facthty presently evsting
on ste.

Fair. Parking facilities
a ailable nearby. Possible
additional site available.

Excellent. Compatible
with existing children's
recreational activities.

Excellent. Other recrea
tional activities available
adjacent and near to site,

Excellent. No conflicting
requiretnents to prevent
development.

LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automobile

Subway

Bus

DESCRIPTION

Near geographie center of
Brooklyn. Queens, Manhattan
and the Bronx,

Grand Central Parkway . Long
Island Expresaway and Van
Wyck Expressway are close
to site

IBT Flushing linc stops
approximately 15 blocks
from aite

Q 23 stops approx two blocks
from wte. Q 48 stops approx.
15 blocks from site. B 58 stops
within one block from site.

Site 3B At Flushing Mcadows Park, south of Terrace On The Park and the Chuldren’s
Farm Natural arva. 4.27 acres bordenng on 111 81, and Corona Avenue

EVALUATION

Very good Centrally
located, exceptan rela
tion to Staten Island.

Excellent Readily acees
abie from artenal high
ways

Poor Too far to walk
from subway

Fair Two bus routes pass
nearby but do not senve
a large area of the eity

DRAW

AREA
CHARACTER

SMZE/SHAPE

TOPOGRAPHY

CONDITION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

PARKING

COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SURROUNDING
AREA

COMPLEMENTARY
ACTIVITIES

Regional park and recreation
arca.

Regional park. Neutral
character.

4 27 acres, vreguiar,

Slightly sloping and rolling
terrain nsing appro.imately
8" 1n clevation from cast to
west,

Open natural area. Some
existing small trees

Exu ing (nonoperational)
comfort station in parkiny
area approx. 480" from ate.
Existing comfort station in
200 arca approx 2,.500° from
site

Pubhc parking as ailable
adjacent to site. No
wtervening, veh cular traffic.

Funetionally stmilar to exasting
facthties

Other facithties in immediate
arca are zoo, Hall of Science.
children’s farm. athletic
frelds

b .cellent. Has wide
appeal and attracts peo-
ple from all boroughs.

Excellent. A visually

open and accessible area.

Not tied to an; commu-

nity group.

Very good. Yery good
sizc and configuration.

Very good. Favorable
topographic conditions.

Yery good. No destruc-
tion of existing (acility
neeessary.

Good. Samtary fagilities
avatlable nearby

Excellent Parking avail
able ncarby

Excelient. Compatible
with existing children's
recreational activibies.

Excellent. Otler recrea-
tional activities available

adjacent and near to site.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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. DEMAND FOR No facility presently existing  Excellent. No confiicting Subway IRT Flushing hine stops Poor Too far to weik.
S EXISTING on site. requirements to preveat approx 20 blerks from siie and also requires cress
FACILITIES development. over of L1 Expressway
" on pedestnan bndge

. Bu- Q 23 stops approx 2 blochs Poor Loral bus routes

Do (N.B. P.eviously a 3.5 acre area between site 3B and the Children’s Farm was from site Q $8 stops approrn  serving small. low density

. suggested ~s a potential site. It was considered unsuilable because of th. need 20 blocks from site areas

to maintain a buffer space between the Children’s Farm and the proposed play-

' ground to absorh overflow from these fucilities as well as the Zoo.) DRAW Neighborhood park ! Poor Hasno regonal
draw Attracts local rew
dents only

1
- ) AREA Middle dass. evenly dmided  Poor Tn a resdential_
CHARA(CTER between older famihies and neighborhood Commu
familse - with younger chal nity would strongiy
i dren oppose traffic this facib-
ty woutd introduce
SIZE/SHAPE 20 acres. redtangular, long Fair Adequate size for
and narrow redovelopment
- TOPOG R APIfY Flat. paved Good. No topographe
N constrainis.
& CONDITION Existing playground an far Farr Equipment o n far
Site 3¢ Alsouthwest corner of intersection of Long bland Expressway and Grand Central condition Facibtics available  condition and usable. «an
Parkway Existing neighborhood playround. two acres. are soft 11t umond. paddle be readily removed or re
ball courts spdes weesaws lorated No ~enous
jangle gvm and swings obsadles to converaon
1. OCATON Near grographic center of Vry good Centrally .\'.ANITA\RY Exasting comfort station Excellent Samitary facih
Brooklyn. Queens. Man- lodated. exeeptn rela FACILITIES on wte ties avarlable on wte
hattan and the Bronx tishi to Staten Kand T :
. CXLKING Limited trcet parkang onty Poor Inwufficunt and i
ACCESSIBILITY . B adequate parkmg faciiities
;\um\:.r'):)lul!‘ (l);a"([l ;:"'l‘ral Pafkwai\’-vli*ung L.‘l .'I"l:;l- fRM(M) COMPATIBILITY Resdenbal arca 10 the west foor Nois and fumes
\;a"I: ‘:-.\prt:.\iway 'an'( p “'_‘ ;‘”; ssible from artenal OF PROPUSED Grand € entral Parkway to from adja at artenal
yeK EXpressway dre clos phway FACILITY WITH the ¢ ast and north highways are objection
toste SURROUNDING able
AREA
"
O 2 R
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COMPLEMENTARY
ACTIVITIES

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

None casily accessible in
immediate arca. Flushing
Meadows Lake and athletic
ficlds across Grand Central
Parkway. accesuble by way
of a pedestrian beidge.

Considerable demand for
playground by local residents.
High level of usage aftemoons
and weekends.

Puor. No caaly accessible
complementary activities.

Poor. Existing facility re
quired for use by local
restdents.

Site 3D

Near southwest comer of mterseetion of Long island Expressway and Graad
Central Parkway Diceetly south of Site C. Open natural area. two acres.

LOCATION

ACCESSIBILITY

Automolbnie

Subw as

Bus

DRAW

DESCRIPTION

Near geographie center of
Brooklyn. Queens, Manhattan
and the Bronx

Grand Central Parkway Long
Island Expressway and van
Wy ch Expressway are clos
to site.

IRT Flushing hine stops
approx 20 blocks from wite

Q 23 stop~ approa 2 blocks
from site Q 48 stop~ appron
20 blecks from site

Open. natural area Mo current
use Agjacent to neighborhood
plas ground

EVALUATION

Yery good Centralls o
eated. exeeptn reiation
to Staten Island

Excellent Readsty acces
«ible from artenal hugh
Way s

Poor Too far to walk
and also requires cros-
over of Leng Istand Ex
pressway on pedestrian
bridge

Poor Local bus route
«ning small, low densty

areas

Poor Not presently tsed
Would not have wide
draw when developed

AREA
CHARALTRER

SIZE/SHAPE

TOPOGKAPHY

CONDITION

SANTARY
FACHATIES

PARKING

CONMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SURROUANDING
AREA

COMPEEMENTARY
ACTIVITIES

DEMAND FDOR
EXINTING
FACTLITHE

Middle class. evenly dimaded
between older famiies and
fanmhes with younger chal-

dren

2 acres, rectangular

Flat, nataral area

Open. natural ares with small
trees Leactung field covenng
part of the arca

Comfort stations available at
Site Coapproy 2507 2wy
Moantervening veliucular
traffic

Limted str ot parkang only

Restdential budding« to the
west, Grand Central Parkway
to the east baasting naghbor

hoad pley ground to the north

Eyisting neghborhood plas
ground adjacent to site
Nushing Meadows Lake and
athietic field v ross Gran:d
Centzal Parhway aco esable
by wav of podestrian brde

Open naturad area not

proesentiy ased

Poor. In a residential
naghborhvod Commau
mty would strongly
oppose traffic the faciity
would introduce.

Good Adequate size and
shape. Limited by ex-
isting leaching field on
part of arca, adjacent to
casting play ground

Very good. No topogra-
phic constraints.

Fair Leachang ficld re
stricts use of tht area.

Good Samtary tacihties
available nearhy

Poor Insufiicent and
inadequate parking fach

ties

Fair Compatible wizh
ovsting nlay gronnd, but
noise and fumes from
artenal inghway arc ob
jee nonabl

Paor Maws compl-men
tary acbivities ot cashy

accesable

Very good Yo con

flic ing requirements
(except leaching field) o
prevent deselopment

ERIC
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Site 3 At 63th Asenuc, between Grand Central Paskway and Medadow Lake. Existing SANITARY Existinz comfort station on Excellent. Samtary facih
playground, .75 acre. FACILITIES “ite ties available on ate
PARKING No parking available on site. Poor. Parking i~ too far
Parhing available approx. from mte.
LOCATIO! Near geographie center of Very good. Centrally lo 1,650 from site
. Brooklyn. Queens. Manhattan  cated, except in relation
and the Bronx, to Staten Island COMPATIBILITY Functionally similar to Very goud. Compatible
OF PROPOSED existing o ark facilities. with existing reereational
ACCESSIBILITY FACILITY WITH faeshties. Noie and
SURROUNDING funies from adjacent
Automobile Readily accessible from Grand  Very good, Accessible AREA artenial highway are
Central Parkway and near the  from artenial highways. objectionable
Lony Island Expressway and but access from L1 Ex
Van Wyck Expressway. way and Van Wyrk
g pressway E;csie:i,::,“(.p":n,h :ted COMPLEMENTARY  Other facthtics n immediate Yery good. Other recrea
s y compR. ACTIVITIES arca are athletie ficlds. Meadow  tiond farihties avaitable
Subway None Poor. No subway tranw Lake and bicyele path adpacent towte
T ortat lable
portation avaita e DEMAND FOR Lamited demand bes ause of Good Facihty 1~ not
Bus 0 23 stops appron 3 blocks Poor. Serves small. low F,XISTIN(.'- its proxamty to Site ¢ and mteasneby osed
FACIHLITIES its phywical separation from
from site. density arca and requires . .
Grand Central Parkway. naighborhood by Grand
IOV Central Parkway
W e - . .
DRA :{r(:iw;::: g:{:a::{ "t: n:twln G‘omlll‘ :/tm;l;i halu :": Site 3F At 136th Street. between Yar Wyok Expressway and Meadow Lake \l-,xlstmg
s mostly Jocal excellent draw, butat s -
‘ ' {1 14 acre
residents. himited by the difficalt blayground. i 14 acs
pedestrian and antomo
bile actess
TION -ar ge Ve i Centrail
AREA Regional park Neutral Excellent Not tied to LOCATIO Near geographic conir of ory good LERETATY
CHARACTER character any «ommumit Brooklyn Queens, Manhattan located, cxeeptan re
X . y community group and the Bromy lation to Staten Island
SIZE/SHAPE T3 acre, rectangular Far Smal;i but adequate \CCESSIBILITY
TOPOGRAPHY Flat. paved sood N
Al pavee f’(:)r:"t auot:opugraphu Aatomolale Read Yy aceesaible from Yan Very good
s S .
ran Wy ck Fxpressway. and near
CONDITION Existing plavground n Poor Would result in the the Grand Central Parkway
fair vonditton. Facihities chmination of an existing. Subway None Poor Inascessible by
available are softhall dia uperational facility ‘ cubway
mond. paddle ball courts, ’
\l"h'\. SCUSAWS Ju"ﬂ'(' o
and swangs
) [ XA
ERIC 71 35 ‘e
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Pacrard

AREA
CHARACTER

SIZE/SHAPE,

TOPOGRAPHY

T

CONDITION

SANITARY
FACILITIES

PARKING

COMPATIBILITY
OF PROPOSED
FACILITY WITH
SUKROUNDING
AREA

COMPLEMENTARY
ACTIVITIES

None.

Regional park and rcereation
arca. but draws mostly local
residents.

Regional park. Neutral
character. ™~

.14 acre. irregular,
Flat. paved.

Existing playground, in fair
condition, but declining.
Facilities available arc picnic
tables, slides, swings. jungle
gym. basketbail courts, and
spray pool.

Existing comfurt station
on site,

Limited parking available

on shoulder of paved road
adjacent to site. Parking lot
avatlzblz: approx. 2,100’ from

site.

Functicnally similar to existing
park facilitics.

Other facilitics in nnmediate
area are model airplance flying,
Meadow Lake, athictie ficlds.

Poor. tnaccessibie by
bus.

Good. Would have an
excellent draw, but 1s
limited by the difficult
pedestrian and automo-
bile access.

Excellent. Not tied to
any community group.

Good. Adequate size and
shape.

Good. No topographie

constramnts.

Good. Would result 1n
climination of existing
declining facility which 15
in need of repair and re-
habilitation.

Exccllent. San:tary facils
ties available on site

Poor Shouider parking
inadequate. Parking lot 18
too far from site

Very good. Compatible
with existing recreational
farihties Noise and
fumes from adjacent
artenal highway are
chjectionable.

Very good. Other recrea
tional activitics avaslabie
ad}a('('n( and nrar 1o site

DEMAND FOR
EXISTING
FACILITIES

Existing facility is crowded
on weekends, but is lightly
ustd during the week

Fair. Possible confliet
with weekend users.

Site 3G

O
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At 73rd Terrace. between Park Drive East and Van Wyck Expressway. Existing
playground. one acre.
DESCRIPTION EVALYUATION
LCCATION Near geographic center of Very goed. Centrally
Brooklyn. Queens, Manhattan  located. exeept in rela-
and the Bronx. tion to Staten Island.
ACCESSIBILITY
Automoinle Readiiy accessible from Van Very good.
Wyck Expressway. and near
the Grand Central Parkway.
Subway None. Poor. Inaccessible by
subway.
Bus (44 and Q 44VP stop near Good. Accessible by two
site. bus hines.
DRAW Newghborhood park Poor Does not have a
wide draw.
AREA Upper middle class, cvenly Poor. In a residential
CHARACTER divided between older neighborhood. Commu-
families and famihes with nity would strongly
younger children. oppose traffic this facil:
1ty would introduce.
SIZE/SHAPE 1 acre, long and narrow, Poor. Each part alone s
rectangular. Consists of two inadequate. Combining
parts. 67 and .39 acre both parts not practical.
respectively. Shape is restrictive.
FeH ‘




TOPOGRAPHY Each pazt is flat and paved, Poor. May require change
but they are scparated by path,  of existing grade to
at higher level. Large, de- combine the two parts.
preased wading pool. '

CONDITION Existing playground, ingood  Poor. would result
condition. climination of an exis

operational facility.

SANITARY Existing comfort station on Excellent. Sanitary facili-

FACILITIES site. tice on site.

PARKING Limited street parking only. Poor. Insufficient and in-
adequate parking facili-
ties.

COMPATIBILITY  Low density residential area Poor. Noise and fumes
OF PROPOSED to the east, Van Wyck Express:  from adjacent arterial

FACILITY WITH way to the west highway are objectionable.
SURROUNDING

AREA

COMPLEMENTARY None easily accessible. Poor. No easily accessible
ACTIVITIES complementary activities.
DEMAND FOR Existing facility is inade- Good. Minimal demand
EXISTING quately used. for existing facility.
FACILITIES

37
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SUMMARY COMPARISON OF SITES

70

1A Bronx Park 1B Bronx Park 2A Prospect Pk. 2B Prospect 7k. 2C Prospect Pk.
Criteria
Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts Evaluation Pis Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts
1. Location Poor 0 Poor 0 Fair 15 Fair 15 Iair 15
2. Accessibility
a. Auto Very Good | 75 Very Good | 75 Fair 25 Iair 25 Fair 25
b. Subway Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Goud 145 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45
¢. Bus Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Good |45 Very Good | 45
3. Draw Good 30 Good 30 Excellent 60 Excellent 60 Fxcellent 60
4. Area Character Fair 15 Very Good | 45 Poor 0 Very Good | 43 Poor 0
5. Size/Shape Poor 0 Good 40 Poor 0 Very Good | 60 Poor 0
6. Topography Good 40 Good 10 Good 40 Execllont | 80 Good 10
7. Condition Poor 0 Fair 3 Poor 0 Very Good [ 15 Poor 0
-
« 8. Sanitary Fucilities Very good | 15 Very Good |15 Very Good |13 Fair 5 Fair 5
9. Parking Very Good | 75 Very Good | 75 IFair 25 Fair 25 IFair 25
10. Compatibility of Very Good | 60 Very Good | 60 I*air 20 Fair 20 I"air 20
Prop. Fac. with
Surrounding Area
11. Complemertary Very Good | 75 Very Good | 75 Good 50 Good 50 Good 50
Facilities
12. Demand for Existing Poor 0 Very Good | 30 Good 20 Very Good 30 Poor 0
Facilities
TOTAL POINTS 475 580 300 520 330
— 5
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3A Fiushing 3B Flushing 3C Flushing 3D Flushing 3E Flushing 3F Flushing 3G Flushing
Meadows Meadows Meadows Meadows Meadows Meadows Meadows
" Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts Evaluation |Pts Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts Evaluation | Pts
: Very Good | 15 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Very Good | 45 Vioy Good | 45
Excellent  |100 Excellent  [100 Excellent {100 Facellent 1100 Very Good | %5 Very Good | 75 Very Good | 75
Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0
Fair 15 Fair 15 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Good 30
Excellent 60 Excellent '60 Exeellent 60 Poor 0 Good 30 Good 30 Poor 9
Excellent 60 Excellent 60 Poor 0 Poor 0 Excellent 60 Excellent 60 Poor 0
Very Good | 60 Very Good | 60 Fair 20 Good 10 Fair 20 Good 10 Poor O
" Execllent 80 Very Good | 60 Good 10 Very Good 160 Good 40 Good 40 Poor 0
Very G od | 15 very Good | 15 Fair B Iair 5 Poor 0 Good 10 Pocr 0
Fair 5 Good 10 Exeellent 20 Good 10 Facellent 20 Excellent 20 Excellent 20
Fair 25 Eacellent  [100 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0 Poor 0
Excellent 80 Ex cellent 80 Poor 0 Fair 20 Very Good | 60 Very Good | 60 Poor 0
Excellent {100 Excellent {100 Poor 0 Poor 0 Very Good |75 Very Good | 95 Poor 0
Excellent 40 Exeellent 10 Poor 0 Very Good | 30 Good 20 Fair 10 Good 20
685 745 290 310 445 165 190
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Criteria used in evaluating the sites are shown in de: ~ending order

GRAPHIC COMPARISON OF SITES

of importance.
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FLUSHING MEADOW PARK
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~ C!TY OF NEW YORX

PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF OUEENS
BOROUGH HALL
KEW GARDENS N Y 11424

CONALD R MANES OreCl OF THL #RESIOLNY

PRL3 DIN

Comrunity 2~-rd No,

Clai=e Shulman

aarp———ren..

teven R, Trimboli

4

Direct-~r Chairmap

Corsmunity 3oarde 2" Jueons

December 1lst, 1975

Mr. Saul Nimowitz

City Planring Commission
2 Lafayette Street

New York, N.Y. 10007
2nd Flcor

Dear 8ir:

Community Planning Board #i unanimcusly approves of
the proposed playground to be constructed at 1)l1th 3treet and Corona
Avenue in Flushing Mewaow Park, for handicapped as well as alle-
bodied children, as presented to us in it. initial stages.

Any assistance that the Planning Board can provide
will be most happily extended.

Thank you again and we know tnat it will be s success.

Very truly yours,

oo

Gt kT jrand

S8teven R. Trimboldl
Chairman

cc: Commissione: .oseph Davidson - Dept. o Recreaticn
Mr. Paul Bonfilio - City Plann'-g {smmission
Mr. Anthony Quandamattec - Parks Committee Chairman
Mrs. Claire 3hviman - Director
Ms. Mary Powell - Coordinator

~

SRT :nk \
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SITE SELECTED FOR PLAYGROUND

'S -

Partial view of site selected for pla.\ground in
Flushing Meadow Park. (Site 3B)

O
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APPENDIX A

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

American Dizbetes Association
New York, N.Y.

American Heart Assoeiation
New York, N.Y.

The Arthritis Foundation
New York, N.Y.

Association for the Help of
Retarded Children
New York, N. Y.

Association for the Advancement
of Blind“4nd Retarded
Jamaica, N.Y.

Beaumont School and Camp
Liberty, N.Y.

T.enter for Deafness Rescarch
New York University
New York, N.Y.

City of New York Board of Education
Bureau for the Education of the

Physically Handicapped
New York, N.Y.

City of New York, Department
of Hualth

Bureau for Handicapped Children
New York, N.Y,

10.

1L

12.

13.

14.

18.

19.

City of New York

Department of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Services

New York. N.Y.

Congress of People with Disabilities
New York, N.Y.

Downstate Medical Center
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Epilepsy Foundation of America
New York, N.Y.

The Hospital for Special Surgery
New York, N.Y.

Lexington School for the Deaf
Jackson Heights, N.Y.

Muscular Dystrophy Association
New York, N.Y.

National Hemophilia Foundation
Metropolitan Chapter
New York, N.Y.

New York Diabetes Association

New York. N.Y.

New York Institute for Child

Development
New York, N.Y.

New York Philanthropic League

New York, N.Y.

New York Society for Physical Medicine
New York, N.Y.

2
RS

29.

30.

31.

32.

New York State Association for Brain
Injured Children
New York, N.Y.

New York State Department of Mental
Hymcnc

Manhattan Development Center
New York, N.Y.

New York University Medical Center

Institute of Rchabilitation Medicine
New York, N.Y.

. Queens New York Association for

Brain Injured Children
Bayside, Queens, N.Y.

Roberto Clemente State Park®
Program for the Handicapped
Bronx, N.Y.

Rockland County Center for the
Physically Handicapped. Inc.
New City, N.Y.

. Rugby E. Flatbush “Y”

Programn for thc Mentally Retarded
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Spina Bifida Association of Greater
New York
Brooklyn. N.Y.

United Cerebral Palsy of !
St. James, N.Y.

Nassau County

United Cerebral Palsy of New York City
New York, N.Y.

United Cerebral Palsy of Queens
Jamaica, N.Y.
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APPENDIX B
INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED

Agnold Marcus S.; Director

City of New York, Board of Education
Bureau for the Education of the
Physically Handicapped

‘Brooklyn, N.Y.

Ashton, Ellen; Recreation Director
Manhattan Developmental Center

New York State Department of
Mental Hygienc

New York, N.Y.

Ashkenas, E; Parent, Chairman,
Public School Committec,
Manhattan Division

Association for Help of Retarded
Children

New York, N.Y.

Axelson, Ethei; Supervisor. Children’s
Service Therapeutic Recreation;

New York University Medical Center,
institute of Rehabilitation Medicine
New York, N.Y.

Bartiett, Robert; Chairman,
Physical Therapy Program
Downstate Medical Center
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dalter, William; Physical Education
Therapist

Rughby E. Flatbush Y™

Brooklyn, N.Y.

10.

1.

13.

14.

Bernard Martha

New York State Association for
Brain Injured Children

New York, N.Y.

Bluestone, Seymour; M.D.
President, New York Socicty for
Physical Medicine

New York, N.Y.

Chairman, Department of Physical
Medicine, Montefiore Hospital
Bronx. N.Y.

Born, Dorothy; Coordinator of
Medical Information

American Diabetes Association
New York, N.Y.

Burday, Jerry: Ph.D., Fxecutive Director
Beaumont School and Cutup

Liberty, N.Y.

Carnevali, Marriannc; Parent
Fresh Meadows. N.Y.

Crechio, Patricia; Parent

Forest Hills, N.Y.

Davis, Irma H.; Director

Therapeutic Recereation

New Yorl, University Medical Center
New York, N.Y.

Fay. Anna; Chairperson
Congress of People with Disabilities

. Glass, Naney ; Assistant Director

Children’s Services
United Cerebral Palsy of Queens
Jamaica, N.Y.

16.

18.

19.

Goldman, Mary; Social Worker
Enilepsy Foundation of Ameriea
New York, N.Y.

Goodwin, Katzen D.. Executive Director
Rockland County Center for the
Physically Handicapped

New City, N.Y.

Gordon, Ronnie; Associate Professor
Clinicas Rehabilitation Medieine

New York University Medical Center
Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine
New York, NUY.

Gullo, Sal; Bircctor. Day Camp
United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau County
St. James. N.Y.

Hansen. Laura; Community Education
Director Y
Lexington School for the Deafl

Jackson Heights, N.Y.

leffron, Joel S.; Parent
New York, N.Y.

Jackson, Jetta 1 Coordinator of
Special School Programs, City of New
York Dept. of Health, Burcau for
Handicapped Children

New York, NUY.

Jenkins. Lillian J.: C.8.W., Senior
Consultant, City of New Y ork,
Hepartment of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Serviees

New York, N

Johnson, Sherley : Patient Senviee
Coordinator

Muscular Dy strophs Association
New York, NJY.

45
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26.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Kozusko, Ronald; Public Information
The Arthritis Foundation
New Yerk, NUY.

Levine, Helen

Director. Patient Edu ation
New York Diabetes Assoctation
New York, N.Y.

Madover, Howard; Coordinstor of
Resouree Development

Manhattan Developmental Center

New York State Department of Mental
Hygiene

New York. N.Y.

Marx, Marion; R.P.T.. Physical Therapist
United Cerebral Palsy of New York. Inc.
New York. N.Y.

Maxon, Matthew:; Ass't. Direetor
Division of Lducation & Programs
American Heart Association

New York, N.Y.

McGuire, Andrea, Director, Program for
the Handicapped

Roherto Clemente State Park

Bronx, N.Y.

Muller, Keith, Coordinator of
Social Services

Center for Deafness Research
New York University

New York, N.Y.

Potsic, Stephen R.; M.D. MLPL
Director, City of New York,
Department of Health

Bureau for Handieapped Children
New York.N.Y.

33.

31

36.

38.

10,

Prioia. Mary : Parent
Brooklyn. N.Y.
Reiss. Philip. P.IL.D.: Educational
Consultant

Association: for the Advancement of
Blind and Retarded, Ine.

Jamaica. N.Y.

Rogoff, Bernard. 3LD. Rheumatologist
Hospital for Special Surgeny
New York. NUYL

Rosen Martha: Faccutive Director
Association for the \dvancement of
Blind and Retarded. Ine.

Jamaica, NY.

Samuel. Susan. Eaccutive Director
New York Philanthropic League
New York, VY.

Schattner, Regina: Lducation
Department. Assodiation for Help of
Retarded Children

New York, VY

Schwartz, Susan; Parent

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Segal. Bernard, Faceative Vice-President
National Hemophiha Foundation.
Metropolitan Chapter

New Yorho NOY.

Shepard. Joan A.. Parent
Flmhur<t. N.Y.

Spindel, Esther: Executne Director
Queens New York Association for
Brain Injured Children
Bawside. Queens, N.Y.

43,

4.1

+46.

18.

\ achss, Maureen:; Coordinator of
Parent Project

Center for Deainess Research
New York University

New York NUY.

Walsh, Richard J.; Chairman of
Board of Trustees

New York Institute for Child
Development, Inc.

New York, NVY.

Watson, Kipp; Seeretary
Congress of People with Disabiliiies
New York. NUY.

Werder, Daniel: Executive Director
United Cerebral Palsy of Queens, Inc.
Jamaica. N.Y.

Young, Sarah: Oceupational Therapist
Center for Deafness Researeh

New York University

New York. NOY.

Zimmerman, Glorta; Parent, President of
Spina Bifida Assoriation of Greater N.Y.
Brooklyn  N.Y.

46
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< 5 IN * ACTIVITIES
g : CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
N > : - Individual play activitias would consist of: wezter play, sand play, vcking
3" A T LAFAYETTE STRELT, NEW YORK. N ¥ 10007 (movenent), clizbing, and perhips sound (espeifally for the blind). Croup
* 0., c“‘ activities would depend on the site size, bt night censist of basketball and
orct= april 11,1975 track.
'\‘ Due to the fact that this playground will be a first of its kind, many iteaz
are still unkrown. In light of this. we would Ilke o have your specific
= Deaz ; reaction to the following?
Re: Dcronstraticn Playgrourd for Integraded Play Asungst H.i,rxncuppe-d ad A. USIR GROUPS
Able-30died Childrea —_—
1. Do you agre~ that the sser groups sertioned will use che PATK?
The Mayor has approved furds for the first public park that will be designed .
for integrating handicapped and able-boaied childres, Since this will De the 2. would you add any group®
first pudblic facility of its xind 1t vil) serve as a dcmonstretive working
aocdel for fusure park dssigns. N 3 woulZ you eliminate any Groups?
In order to maxinire the 20st creative approach for this park, we are antic- & which hardicapsed groups 4o you feel are the largest an N.Y.C ? (Rank
ipating to run a design Tompetitlon. Curreatly, ve are &oing scae basic then from largest o mallest)
Tesearch to rat up srogran guidelines and pert dards for the pe
N tition. Our tchedule calis for coMpleting oug visearch by June 1. A site 5. wnich Bobility Cysfunction §Toups o veu feel aT0 the isrgest in X Y C ?
selegtion o-0Cess for the astusl park location is belng dore concurrantly. (Rank thea 1f you could) .
Listed below are items that vo would 1{xe TO get your reacticn to. 8. ASSUMPTIONS
- USER CROUPS 1. Do you agfee with the three assumptions?
The user Groups wuld consist ¢f noa-institutionslized: blipd, ceaf, candlacs, 2 wWhat others would you edd?
axputecs, coredral pRlsy, muscular dyatropdy, rhavmatoid arthritics, diad-tics.
brain-injured, wsntally retarded, as well ss able-bodied children. Exotionally €. ACTIVITIES
Zisturbed wiuld not b2 ircluded.
1. Do you agree with the list of eczivities?
Yor design purposes, handicaps would de classified by mobility dysfunction into
Groups consisting of: wheel-chair bound, crutches, braces, walkers, visual 2. Would you add any?
iapairment, hraring i=cairsent, mental ispairment and generally lower physical
tolerant groups. 3, %ould you elim:inate ans?
ASSTHPTIONS We would appreciate having your Teply by April 28, 30 that we oay include your
thinking in our progran research 1f you would like zo discuss this further
1. Special physical adaptation would bs necessary for most cf the aobility vith =¢, I can be Teached at $66-49%6/7, 010%
dysfunctions,
Sincsrely. o
2 Lass activa Play would De required for ths low toierance groups sCh as h
cardines, and dlsbetics. Shading wsuld be emphasised to pravent dehy- {
dration from over exposire.
savid Kaysrfeld
3. Speci.l mcnitoring and possibly enclosure would be necessary for the pentally Urban Designer
L=paired. Spec1al Projacts for tre Asndicapped
CHMATRMAN }ounxxvowrn/naounuu MAITIN
COMMRIONTSS. CTAALD R QOLXMAN / ALIRANGER COOFTR / 00RO § DAYES / SYLVIA DEUTION / ONEFTEA RAFRIN
L EXRCUTIVE DEATCTOR CHARLES M IMTTH JR. a
B BEST COPY AVAILAB
0 94
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APPENDIX D

Assocatm for the Advancement of Blind and Retarded, Inc. (AABR)

- Toc the AL of UMD CHILOMIR. tae. (AAXCH

10408 MLLECE AVEWUE  JAMAIZA M Y 11432 AAER @ 5 1 SUEPOt EEOCOISON ~
12 £23273 -,

CARECT TIRVICES w0 o BLIND ot £1VERILY RETARDIO

RECEIVED

-
April 21, 197 WaI//’Z’

Nr. David Kayperfeld, Urdan Lesignsr
Spocial Projects for the ¥andicapped
City Plenning Coarfasicn <

2 Lafagette Strset

Few York, N.Y. 16007

Deay nr. mycrfal:h

NS, Rosen asked ma to reepond to your Inquity concerning the design of a
Pudlic park cesigned for Integrsting handicapped and, atle-bodied children.

A: gsze craurs

1. The groups 1isted are sost lixely ¢o cse Che park 1f fcs locaticn sakes
it accessidle.

2. & 3. I would nefthar add nor delate &y jreups.

- 4. I would rank the incidence a3 follows: brain-injured; mentally re-
tarded: ceradrel palried; diind; deaf; other physicelly Aandicagpped.

S. I would rank the incidence of modi1lity dysfuncs1cas as follows.
1. low phyaical tolarance:
2. visval ispairsmnt:
J. bearing impsiresnt;
€. crutches. dreces and wallers.
5. wheel-cbair dound.

Thess o2tirates of incidsace are highly lapressioni<ciz. The Departmont of
Health might have Asrd data In tAis area.

2. ASSTNPTICNS

1. I agroe with tha first two ass-aptions. Howewrr, the third assusption
could e modifiod. within this sort of Zacility, & spacial "anclosure®

Assciation for the Advancement of Blind and Retarded, Inc. (AABR)

{Formeny = ATBOCIATION for e ACYANCINENT o4 $LIND CHILDRTN, Ine. LAADCY!

18400 MILLRIDE AVERUE JAMAUICA MY 1140 -
211 s e e

OIRECT TTAVICES ro 1v TLIN0 o SIVERILY REYARSED

Xr. David Mayorfeld.
City Planaing Commizsion -2- April 21, 1975

liaized O 4y One Qroup appears to be contradictory o the aix
of integration. Specis. monitoring should be provided for all usars
of the parf who alght noed it.

2 I would add the following,

a) Pacilities shoulld de Josigred and pudblicized 1a & way which
would encourage maxims ohysical integratica and sccial iataraction
of handicapped and roir-handicapped children.

b) The ficility abcvl? be deaigned and pudlicized in & wsy that
avoids stigmatizing andicapped children.

C. ACTIVITIES

1. The besic 1ist of activities is & good one.

2. I would Suggest sore areas ancouraging group (large and smell) activ-
ities and mlit-sansory oxploration {such as the drooxlyn Potanic
Gardans “rrazrance Carden”™).

3. 1 would not alizinata any of the ectivities listed.

It 13 encouraging to kncw that Kew York City 1s planning such an exciting and
inncrative facility. Plessa contact AASR (¢ there 18 apything else we can /S0
to assist in the realization or *his project.
Best Wishes for success.

vsry truly yours,

Nt p Roes

PR XD Philip retss. pH.0.
'l Cons

MARTHA RO N MAR FOINER TOA. SAY PENPOL RLEIORMCE
fma i mdnst AT XL L N S Sy Fams ST W, RERRATC BRCEe
BEST cony AYATLABIE
T 5] e
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i Rpril 15, 1975 . :
o
3
b ®r, Devid Mayerfelad
; Urbon Designor . Rectrooz fecilities would »lso be bast depigned with
L Spaciol Projects for the Hondicapoed specisl noeds in mind. Guerd reils .ould be important, &8
L would be sinka deaigned to-cccozmodete wheolchairs. ¥orsover,
- Desr Xr. Kayerfeld: for those who recuire it, tables screened for ~riv cy in
- dinper shanging ssuld be & blessing!
- \ This is in response to your letter of April 11. lLet me dPegin by It iz hoped thit tho perlf area will b re:di’y tecesrible
soying the I very much aporaciats the opportusity to present ny . to thos) who come as familise in priv: te cars, as %oll 22 to
. thoughts on this very speiosl posk projeot. I anologize thet I greups in school buses, or thues who ore sble to ued PRLLC
- heve roi xoot strictly to ths format of your letter. Also, thnt trensportation, thoce being o rolctively linited nusber.
- not beisg & sociel seryice profesrionsl I do not X A to the activitias to o 1no‘ludd in.addition to those
N not »ave the infor-
X zetfop to rezpend knoxledgeably to some of the nuertione. gen;iongdi:n your lnt“h;‘ms: "°‘;:d man&:a:“' but ‘:ﬂ;
. . ac? endside supporis, ¥ soats wide enou o ecconsodate
- ! Ittee’l_ﬁ“thst I csn best revly from the viewpoint of the carents isrger cnildren in bx‘t'!eoz\ , and low enough for chéldren to
gh: p..s‘l)cu.lar haxzeieappod child. Xy drughtsr is 7 yeers old. x5t into with minimsl assistancs.
w00 mAwith +ha congenital defect, Soins Bifiede, or Horessshona and shuffleroard could be £roup Eams poscibil-
owg soiz:o. ab‘i;: s uits :gxslsan t(‘: ehildx:en vith taies defect, jtiex~. Pley houses, round-nbouts end “ponkey-bars® are funnnd
4 ghter sctuletes i ong leg traces end crutclies, but usabae. A Biogo sres Tor pupvet shows and other childrens
needs @ -haekfhair if eny distance is invoived. Becruse of entertainments could bring together tho sble- bodisd and
i ne\u‘clogéccl impeirment she csnnot be toilet-trsindd,snd so hsndicepped. So too could a8 zo0 farm , but unlike those a%
:z;n be iapered, as is sleco cocmon with thia defect. Ky Central Park, Plushing kesdow ond Bronx 200, thers would be
ughter s A second grade pupil in o Health Unit for the recps, psved welk- waiks end sufficient room for wheelcheirs
opysioally hsndicapped at a Mygens oublic rchool. t0 manuever. h
Reflecting on ny danghter's nsads and creferorces, I rould meks Ia 3 /
- o hope thrt some of Iy obsorvstions are oosrtinent ta youy ;.
the f°n°‘}138 obsorvatins tnd sugcestidns for the procoped ressarch. I sppreciste having had the opportunity to offer AN
perk sné playground sooject? then. Thenk yow very cuch.
Integretion with und ec £l ecceptance with the abio-bodied
is the urdeniable goal in ell erecs of socioty. Icsofur 8z cofety
206 moet complate utilization of facilities by the handiczoped <
are aonf:rv-x;gd. hgwevex'ln:r;ondor if it wouldn't be pretorablct?;«d-‘* ' "ﬂ/y' Y / ;
some octivities for pr uee by 211 the hendicapped £roups //y 24 !
not just tia "sontslly lmpeired.” pRed Eroupe, ; 4. St A
- Jan A. Sheo
Fron the safety standpoint, I believa that patting will . ;’ 5
bo nn escentiel reruiresont. Providing shoded ersee is on ex-— /
collent idsa. Hopafuliy there will, ba mna{ arere for roating
and perhsps picanfe facilitlies conveniently located. ¥eter foun-
toins thet mare enay to manipulate 'nd at 8 level {or use Ly the
shooichair confined ere a porticular neod. 2 B
rer €087 AYAILABLE
BEST COFY a¥ai
g3 49 87
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June 17, 1975

David Mayerfeld

Urban Desigrier

Special Projects for the Hardicapped
City Planning Cormiasion

2 Lafayette Street

¥ew York, Now York 10007

Dear Mr. Mayerfold:

Thank you fol asking our zdvice for tae project you ars involved
in concexning an Integrated-Handickpped Playground. Our Manhattan
Chapter Patient and Community Service Committoe was pleased that
tha city is thinking in terms of dssigning such playgrounds for
they feel such playgrounds are deapsrately needed. 7Two of the
Comaittse members wdrk with very young handicappad children in

the public school system. One is a physical therzpist and the
other is a teacher. They readily assisted me in answering your
guestionaires and aroe willing to help in any way they cen if
further informution is required.

¥e thought it might be interesting for you to know the rosponse
we rocoived when we aghad our little children tweive years of

ago and undsr whera they would 1like MDA to take them for their
swmmor outings. They said they wanted to go to Jungle Habatat,
on a boat rids, to a picnic vut-of-doors, to the pzzk, the
totenical gardens, the beach, z baseball park, to an auto race,

a trip to playland in Rye, N.Y., to a puppet show and to a music
concert. Ws have found that they enjoy things that move rapidly,
such as z2irplanes. They identify with powerful cartoon figurea
such at cuperzan. Their hero is Evil Knivnl, They love outer space
teocauss they dreanm that they would bs able to walk if they werc on
the moon.

Attachod are our answers tc your questionaires. please feel free
to telephone me¢’ ahould ycu have any further questions.

; rerel v() £ ..
8 ey Johnaon
P/ Patient tvice Coordinmbor
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TTUNGTIA L wusR, 2 oaoheY coam
e S, . & 0 QUESTIONAIRE #1 :
Oarsis, Canortse rcvaition W ». MTEIT 1
WS, €. B, K58, fac, 100 S0 L. AMAMEER . . i
Qeinan, Mo e A. 1. Yes especially if the park is located so that there 18 no
) ) LR A, KD, A . Somls Wilieie transportation problems.
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION, INC. sooexi ront " oy s, s )

2. unable to answex.
3. Unable to answer. »
4. Unable to answor.
5. Unable to answer.

B 1, Yes.

‘ 2, Aarbulatory MD childrer may fall frequently. After they have
fallen, they find it difficult to get up. Sharp objecta and
concrote floors should be avoided.

3.

Wheelchairs will tip if they are,not properly pushed up sharp
inclineg, therfore, inclines should be long with slow elevaticn.
Grounds should should be fairly smootd so that one of the front
wheeols won't drop into a crevice tipping the chair.

C 1. Yes.

2. We would like to have tunnels for the children to crawl through,
steps for tho children to crawl up and down, pull-up bars at
vheelchair level, swings with a special harness to held the
childran upright, low basketball loop, a maze through which the
chsldren could crawl or walk. / *

3. No. / l

QUESTIONAIRE #2. /

1. Enclosed literature describes the manifostations cf the d.soascs
MDA covers and which affects children.

<. Unleas born very involved so that they are ne\zr able to walk,
most MD chilaren walk till arouri 6 ysars of "go at which time
they may go into braces to keep from falling./ Freqently at the
age of 10, thoy are confinod to a wheelchair, Generally speaking;
they ars unable to grasp too well and man ay have limited amm
movenent.. They can usually walk unas ed but have difficulty in
getting ug.

3. We feel thut any type of involving the senses is good. We .
1iXe them to devslo 1r vieual perception, their hearing and ‘
especially their-génse of touch. Thoy love to fosl animals, loava

3
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£lowerd, stc. Thay bave a‘prohlu in that everything is always

running way from them or falling out of their hands. They also

-enjoy -the sensa of smell. ‘33hey love urelling the trees, flowers,

and the various odors of mother nature. They love to watch things grow. -

4. Wo hava found thit our children love tS play ball, they love relating
to animals, playing in sandboxes, sitting on little plastic animals or
on 1ittle chairs. They also love water sprinklers and showers.

5. ¥e would like to see little tables that a wheolchair could fit under
and have checker hoards and gaees painted right onto the tops so the
children could play games. %a think littla picnic tables for thea to
eat at would be nice. Also chairs for adults should be located by the
tables and chirs fcr. the children. 1+ is sometimes difficult to lift
the children out of sendboxes:tharafore, if the sandbox could be

raised so the wh 4 £it under it it would solve many probloas
Another suggesy{cn may be tb have ecme type of enclosure so the children
could be right in the handbox while he plays. This is especinlly

important for the “floppy" child. We also thought that children woulid
love a psndulum typs of object to watch and plsy with. Perhapa the
pendulum could draw pictures on paper or in tha sand. We would like to
see & blackboard-type object for the children to write and druw oa.
All little children love little houses that they can crawl through and

explora.

6. Most of our children can crawl m“d walk without assistance but need
asaistance to get up. Bowever, if born with a condition with a great
dsal of involvament they need assistance to do evarything for their
misCles are totally wsak. + With our stronger children, they should be
given assistance cnly when they ask for it. Most poople are able to
ausist MD children. Ko spocial training is requirad in most casecs.

7. Our children are only physically weak. In moot other ways, they enjoy
700d health and a normal lifs.

8. Our children huve no special emotional probless. They do £ind life
frustrating becsuse they are dependent snd unable to do taings for
themselves. They relate to normal children well except they are
vnable to defend themsolves if with aggressive children.

6. BSurfaces should bs soft so that i€ the child falls ho won't hurt himself
+ (bjects with sharp corners or that could hurt a £alling child should be
avoided. Uater fountains should bu low for childrem in wheelchairs.

i0. Bathrooas should have no steps, wide doors, lecw sinks and toilets of
varying haights. Commodes on whoels that can be dashed over the toilet
is vezy usaful. There ehould beldisper room with » table suitable for
changing a child. Sotte of our bigger childrsn need two to take to thex
to tha bathrooa.

‘ 1 0
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APPENDIX G
™~

. BES[ CGPY AVAILABLE

Uc Nr. David Hayerfald, April 17, 1975, pige 2
united cersbral paley of new york city, inc. .

122 east 23rd street/new york, n.y. 10010 / (212) §77-7400

Actdvitios
v 1 17, 1975 b) Sliding surface with rasp sccess that has hand reils.
IS Ap ’
: ¢) Playhauss structure with soverel play levels,
e one of which should be &t the proper height for
JACK WAVEMAN esxy trensfer froa wheld chairs. The playbouse levels
- gt orvoed should be cornected to esch other by climbabdle
SOBIAT) ROG M strustures.
Chmanes of e Bourd Nr. David Mayerfeld . .
60 HALSMAN Urban Designer 4) For group activitles - volleyball & basketball areas
S - . Prosaons Special Projects for the ‘andicapped could bé intarchangeable. Basketball hoops end
SHanLELE Wcanty cxg PLANNIN& COMISSION valleybsIl nets neod to have adjustatle
2 Lafayettes Strest height levpls,
CEOALE 7 OIMIOW
2 Vit Prosgont Mew York, N.Y. 10007
ALMRT ) (Liag I'd like to congratualate you on the logical and intelligent
‘ Ve Rowinit Dear Javid: procedures you are following in the planning of this project.
i Hadan ™ e i Comunicating by letter seess aore efficient than most
| SAMt L GRACK Tharks fer your recent letter about the playground for long-winded mectings, ard [ adaire the way you are pulling
’t Tovonver hardicapped childrer. Wy reictions are 43 follows: together suggestions fros different sources. It s 2
NS MARTH EATON pleasure working with you.
Soeonrsry
] Yser groups
| MRecToN
— 1 ZEAOE BILION I agres thit the user groups mentioned will probsbly nake Sincerely, C Lz
T use of the perk. I wauld 3dd spins bifids (aeningo-cyelocele) ’ o Jtcare s Geesx
DRy CANTEA M O a3 another group in the ty dys tion category. I -
; AN £ Driad y would rack the growps by aize 43 follows: Ceredral Palsy, :‘":";‘.’;‘h; i'P;,‘,'
S ke spina bifida, rhoumstold arthritis, suscular dystrophy, , ux: e reored e
VAL acx CODGARD and amputees due to birth dafects. My grouping order say . ot e ; it Iv
' ag sacx not be entirsly correst, it is just an educated guess. ok City, Ine.
MRS OAALIS O s aBEAT .
g S M ey Assimptions
! ““Jé&‘:ﬂr:}:‘? Your listed assumptions #ppesr to be corract in oy judgeaent. M4 MH
,/ TARXL A GUAAR T would add anothe~: Playgrmund surfaces cust be smooth
/ THE HONORASLE L TON MOt LE Y enough to avoid skin breskdown of those chdldren who will .
, Juns L0 4 MOtInG be crawling or scooting on their buttocks. N
MARTH RUSTNSTEN
/ ":,‘,’.s.:" ey Activities
[3 » A
/ m"‘”‘_t‘&’ﬁ‘i Your 1ist seemed good dut incomplets. I wonld add the
7 FRTOERICK O MLILNION fcilowing sctivity structures.
WA LU WL
.,.,..o..g;.-;"m 1) Swirgs of assorted sizet, with back & am supports.
Womea'y Dwaon
CESLM O ¢ARK
Eo0cutwt Dumoor
i
Py e o

Ry

‘_.—-—-*“‘

1{)3 / { ‘ y

Y <

Q - Sl

I ERIC ' 52 £Y.5. GOVERNMENT mmnlo! !’Es 1978 Omm 726-585 1566 PEGION 3-1
1

f




~ Department of City Planning

artin Lang, Administrator Victor Marrero, Chairman
seph P. Davidson, Commissioner of Recreation ) Charles M. Smith, Jr., Executive Director

Herbert Harris, Assistant Commissioner of Parks
Arthur A. Baker, Assistant Administrator for Capital Projects Martha Davis, Director of Community Development
. Irwin Fruchtman, Chief Engineer

Michael J. Pittas, Director of Comprehensive Planning
Robert E. Selsam, Director, Transportation Division
Philip B. Wallick, Director of Operations

USER GROUPS AND SITE SELECTION

was conceived and developed wiihin the Special Projects
Unit of the Transportation Division

Saul Nimowitz, Unit Director and Projcct Director
David Mayerfeld, Research Coordinator
Mona Levine, Project Planner

'Site Analysis: Eli Rabineau, Director of Public Facilities Graphics: Phil Sacks, Director, Stanley Shabronsky,
Sam Voyages, Assistant Architect Barbara Bartlett, Henry Nicholas, Zygmund Apel,
Hedy Klein, Leo Lawrence, Norman Shilepsky,

Editing: William West, Mona Levine : Vitaly Sorokine, Edward Whitinan
* Photography: George de Vincent Manuscript: Patricia Matthews
: Many thz.aks to all of the persons listed in the appendices who We wish to acknowledge the assistance of Larry Allison,
Aprovided invaluable assistance to this project by sharing their Aaron Block. Barbara Beuhler, Eunice Fiorito, Jonathan Merrill,
, special knowledge. ) Marvin Roth, Elaine Solomon and Rona Ellen Weitz.

ne= Michael J. Pittas suggested the structure of an architectural (At
v competition as the best means for designing the playground. 1 vy
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HUD Contract No. H-2388 ;
The research and siudies forming the basis for this report were vonducted by the City of New York Department of City Planning pursuant to a contract
with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Office of Policy Development and Research. The statements and conclusions
contained herein are those of the contractor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Government in general or HUD in particular. Neither the
United States nor HUD makes any warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes responsibility for the accuracy or compieteness of the information herein.
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FOREWORD

The three booklets of A Plavground for All Children describe
in considerable detail a unique project that we at HUD are most
interested in: the development, by the City of New York, of the
nation's first outdcor public playground to be especially designed
for integrated play between handicapped and able-bodied children.

by The first booklet describes the speciai play needs of the
children, ages three to eleven, who are expected to use the play-
ground, along with their abilities and disabilities. It also
describes the comprehensive research studies that underiay the
prqjqct, including site analysis and criteria.

g

The second booklet deals with the design competition, devised
by the City %f New York to encourage the widest variety of approaches
/ and solutions to this challenging agsignment.

The third booklet -=- the resource volume ~- documents the play-
ground's development and deals with both process and product. Included
»n it are the survey of existing playgrounds, which was made in pre~-
paration for the competition, the four winning entries, and a des~
cription of other innovative concepts, designs, and play components.

We believe that the materials in these bocklets will be of inte~-
rest to recreation specialists, architectural designers, to those involved
in special education of handicapped children, and to public officials and
administrators all across the country. BAs the resource booklet concludes, B
perhaps the playground, when built, "will become a model for similar projects J
everyvwhere." -

» We look foxrward to learning of your reactions to A Playground oy
R for ﬁll Children. ’

D £ BL

Donna E. Shalala
‘ 10 Assistant Secretary for Policy
N 14@ Develcpment and Research




DESIGN COMPETITION PROGRAM

City of New York
Abraham D. Beame, Mayor

Martin Lang, Commissioner Victor Marrero, Chatrian
Department of Parks and Recreation Department of City Planning

August 1976

NYC DCP 76¢-13
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For sale by tho Superintendent of I» ts, U.8. Gover t Printing O Tice, Vashington, D.C, 20402
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'BACKGROUND

o

The City of New York is planning the first public playground
facility designed for children with disabilities as well as for able-
bodied children. The playground is believed to be the first of its
kind in the nation.

Adopted as part of the City’s first Federal Community Develop-
ment Program, the playground is one of the first of several
commitments by *he City toward the special needs of its handi-
capped citizens. For generations children with disabilities have
been unable to use public playgrounds because their design,
equipment, and activities were inaccessible or were inappropriate
to their special needs.

The design of recreation areas and facilities for the disabled is a
relatively new and still limited area of the design profession.
Plavground design geared to integrated play among handicapped
and able-bodied children is an even more unfamiliar challenge.
Hence, the selection of an architect cannoc be based on the
usual qualifications of experience and performance in this fiald.
Therefore, the City is helding a design competition to encourage
the widest variety of approaches and solutions to the unique
problems this playground presents. The New York City
Department of Parks and Recreation and New York City
Department ot City Planning are co-sponsors of‘,the competition,

———,

~

It is hoped that this competition will encourage wide participa-
tion and bring the fuil range of design skills, intelligence, and
innovative solutions to bear on this unique challeng.-

C el -
AU

RS N
T

OBJECTIVES

~ .-
~
R

-

The following objectives are to be miet in the design cf this play
ground:

@ Creation of a public piayground that may be enjoyed by all
children in the three to 11 year age group, regardicss of
disability.

@ Provis/on of ari integrated play experience for disabled and
able-bedred children. Many children with disabilities have
little opportunity to part.cipate in the larger community and
are isolated from ali kinds of experiences that are considered
normal and desirabie parts of developinent. Even the few
recreation facilities available to the disabled child are often
totaliy segregated by type of disability. Similarly. 1he able-
bodied child’s perception of his world is generaliy limited
to play with other able-bodied children.

@ Development of prototypical playground features that may
be used in neighborhood playgrounds throughout the city.

it 1y hoped that this playground wil! become an example of
how the needs of the handicapped can be served in the City’s
recreation facilities. Successful components of this play-
ground will be reproduced in neighborhood playgrounds as
they are refurbished or developed.

_L;u

o
oo
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RESEARCH

The City has completed 2 comprehensive research study of the
special play needs of children with disabilities. The accompany-
ing publication A Playground for All Children describes the
potential user groups -- the types of children who are expected
to use the playground, activities that are suggested for each user
group, and special featrues that are needed. The publiration is
an integrel part of the Design Competition Program, and shouid
be considered carefully by the competitors. In addition ar.
appendix, entitled ''Accessibility Design Criteria” is included at
the end of the competition description. It indicates wheelchair
dimensions for u:fferent age groups; clearances and dimensicns
for ramps, steps, handrails and doorways; and suggested laycuts
for changing areas, toilet rooms and several playground
components.

SITE

The playground will be located in Flushing Meadow Park, one
of New York City’s principa! parks. Flushing Meadow, the site
of the 1939 and 1964-5 World’s Fairs, is in the north central
portion of the Borough of Queens, and contains major regional
recreational facilities. Primary access is vehicular.

The specific playground site is adjacent to the Children’s Farm,
the Carousel, athletic fields, and the Zoo, and relatively close to
the Hal! of Science Museum. The analysis of potential users of
the playground, and of possible sites, recognized that special
planning would be necessary to achieve integration. The play
ground would have to attract able-bodied children. It would
have to be located so as to have city-wide draw for families. The
area was chosen (see accompanying publication A Playground
for All Children, Part I, Site Aralysis) because it offers an
excellent potential for integration because of the surrounding
facilities. The design should, in all respects visual access, entry,
play facilities -- maximize integration opportunities.

The playground is to have a maximum capacity of 150 children,
with an expected average attendance of 100 children. It is
anticipated that children will come to the playground with their
families especially on weekends. However, during the week it is
expected that special schools and/or institutions will a!so bring
groups of children to the playground.

Existing parking will be expanded on Corona Avenue and
111 Street as indicated. In addition a curt, side drop-off lane for
buses, vans and automobiles on Corona Avenue will be provided.
Because of inherent special safety and supervisory requirements,
access to and egress from the playground must be limited to
two entrances - one within the Park grounds, and one conven
ient to the Corona Avenue drop-off area.

Foreground, Children’s Farm. Middleground, Terrace on The
Park. Background, Hall of Science Museum.

8
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The playground site (see enclosed map) consists of 2.6 a’ res. It
is presently a grassy area, except for an unused bocci court on
the north-eastern end” The bocsi court, which has fallen into
disrepair, may be redeveloped, modified, or removed in the
playground design. However, a handball court east of the site
will remain for use by the nearby residents.

The following conditions apply to the sewer and water ease-
ments noted within the site boundaries:

(a) No construction of any structures which require footings or
foundations shall be erected witi:in the e.sement.

{b) No structure shall span over the easement which has a
vertical height clearance of less than 20 feet.

(c) Grading, landscaping, paving and the installation of movable
or demountable equipment within the easeient area is
permitted. "

{d) No trees shall be planted within the easement arza.

The site has a gentle slope which increases on its western 2nd
There are a few trees on the perimeter. The design should show
consideration of the general openness of Flusing Meadow Park

-

Unused Bocci Court.

View looking towards southwestern portion of site.
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PLAY ACTIVITIES

General Considerations

One of the major goals of this playground is to demonstrate
how all children can play together. Ideally, each playground
activity should encourage participation by children of all leveis
of skills, ability, and agility.

The planning and design of the playyground should consider User
Group |, the able-bodied child, fc' wi activities. It is expected
that the average use by the ot!.er user groups wili be as follows

User Group |l - Children with neuromuscular and 601%
orthopedic disabilities

User Group Il - Children with mental retardation 20%
and brain injuries

User Group IV - Children with visual and hearing 10%
impairments

User Group V - Children with arthritis 5%

User Group VI - Children with other chronic 5%

conditions such as heart disease,
diabetes, epilepsy, and hemophilia

The playground environment should be captivating and exciting
to children, whether abie-bodied or disabled. Above ali, it 1s a
place to have fun. The design must allow spontanecus play, and
offer challenges and rewards for chitdren who, because of their
handicaps, usuaily have no control over their environment.

A range of activities from passive games to active Sports i1s
required, Competitors should refer to the publicatio’, A Play
ground for All Children which discusses the wide variety of
special recreation needs that must be planned fcr, the reasons
for these needs, and suggests some appropriate activit,2s and
safety and other special features.

Mu'tiple levels of excitement are needed, frecm activities that
calm through to those that stimulate and excite.

Although facilities for individual, paraliel, cooperstive, and
group play are needed, it is expected that parallel and coopera-
tive play will be the major modes of interaction.

Multiple levels of skill should be planned for, so that children at
all levels may succeed, be encouraged by the successful
experience, and be further challenged.

Because of the disabled child’s limited physical experiences,
activities that involve cause and effect relationships are particu
larly suggested.

Required Activities

All of the required activities listed below (A,B,C,D,E) must be
satisfied by the competitor, but can be addressed in any number
of ways. The designer may satisfy the requirements in separate
or combined play components. Although there may be differing
reasons for the activity depending upon the user group, the
following types of activities are required:

A Play involving
body movement

swinging
rocking
sliding
chmbing
crawling
bouncing
jumping
balancing
wealking

CoOoNDO D WN =
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B. Play that provides sensory stimulation:

tactile play, play involving textures

resilient densities and soft play equipment

sand play

water play (varied types of experiences-with water).
Note that funds do not permit a swimming pool. Equip-
ment using water during the summer must still be able t5
function as viable play components during.the non-
summer months.

5. activities involving sound vibrations - especially User
Group 1V

Palt ol

. A modified popular American group sport, such as basket-
bail, volleyball, etc., in a multi-use space, with a small ampi-
theater or other arrangement to allow viewing. The space
should be usable for other group activities, such as wheel-
chair dancing, puppet shows, etc as well.

Play on wheels.....a pathway system or “trike track” for
children in wheelchairs, on tricycles, wheeled carts, body
dollies, anu/or other wheeled toys. it should provide varied
spatial and textural experiences which will be heightened by
children riding through the pathway system. It should allow
for a choice of directions and turns by the child. Possible
solutions might include bridges, tunnels, smooth areas, soft
areas (rubber surfacing) springy areas {rope bridge or spring
board), rocking area (rocking bridge or see-saw), dark and
light areas, forks ir: the pathway, upper and lower pathways,
etc.

. Passive play and interesting rest areas

Notes on Possible Solutions

Nature activities, although not explicitly required, might be
considered as a possible solutio to some of the required play
activities.

Allowing disabled children to project situations in which thei
powers are greatly expanded, by providing, in play, outlets for
experimentation with power through the inglusion of ‘evers,
pulleys, or gears in the design solution is strongly suggested.
Although not a requirement only because of the difficulty of
the design problem, activities that enhance the disabled child’s
sense of power through use of devices that have a “multiplier”
effect would be considered an extremely desirable method of
solving some of the required play activities.

MAINTENANCE

An emphasis must be given to the durability and maintenance
of the playground. Playground maintenance is a plaguing factor
for ali of New York City, and particular concerns must be
addressed in the design. There should be no gas cr electric
power opercted play equioment because of this problem.
Features required are extreme durability, very low maintenance
needs and a playground as vandal-proof as possible. Materials
should be considered that do nat require frequent replacement.
In designing sand play areas, care should be taken to insure that
the sand areas are located beyond the spray range of water play
equipment. Green areas should not be near intensively used
equipment. Greenery and shrubbery should be accessible to
maintenance personnel and power mowers.
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SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

A small staff of recreation and park maintenance personnel will
supervise the playground facility. State and Federal granls-jma_id\
will be sought by the City to underwrite the major portion of
the staff recreation costs. it is expected that the tctal staff will
consist of three recreation personnel and a smsii maintenance
team. >

It is intended that most of the personal supervision will be done
by parents or agency staff who accompany the children to the
playground. Faciities must be desigrned to allow parental and
staff monitoring at féiriy close range, and include sitting areas
for such monitoring. However, skiliful placement and desigr: can
leave the child unaware of the adult’s closeness. fostering a
positive illusion gf independence. For some children (especially
User Groups |1, t§l), a more closely contained area 1s necessary
for monitoring and safety. The design must provide for ease of
control and supervision.

Access to and egress from the playground wili be limited to two
entrances -- one within the Park grounds, and one convenient to
the Corona Avenug drop-off area. Provision must be made for
limiting the entrants to the playground when necessary to pre-
vent overcrowding. Entrances shouid be designed to allow for
the passage of Parks Department maintenance vehicles.

Safetv is of paramount importance. Resilient curfaces and
rounded edges on ail equipment are mandatory. Falls should be
anticipated from all equipment. Grab bars are needed. Handrails,
not greater than 3/4 of an inch in diameter, should be provided.
The entire playground must be accessible and safe for whee!
chair ambulation.

Activities must be pianned at-muttiple physical levels. Children
will lie, crawl, sit, sit at varied wheelchair levels, ambulate at
varied wheeichair levels, stand, ond run.

Protection from the sun is essentia! for most activities (especially
for User Groups |1, 111, VI). Natural shade may have to be
supplemented by shading from man made structures.

Several drinking fountains, accessible from wheelchairs and
other levels, must be reaaily available for children who have
difficulty getting about.

Special attention has to be given to toilet faciiities. All toilets
must be usable b, the wheelchair bound. 1n addition, provision
must De made for shielded diaper-changing areas for olde,
chitdren who lack bladder and bowel vuiitrol. Because some
older children wiil need adult supervision or assistance in the
toileting process, large private toilet cubicles will be needed so
that an adult fmay accompany an older child of either sex. A
modified type of bathroom and new type of chahging and
cleaning area should be located in the independent private
toilet cubicles. (See Appendix for suggested layouts.)
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BUILDING PROGRAM

There is to be a service building (approximately 1,600 sg. ft.)
on the site to provide space for staff and public accommoda-
tions.* The entire facility must be wheelchair accessible. It is to

contain the following:

A}

Space Area
Office for recreaticn staff 150 sq. ft.
L.ockable storage closet for supplies 20 sq. ft.
Locker area for, 10 staff persons 80 sq. ft.
Storage area for maintenance and
piay equipment 300 sq. ft.
First Aid area for children who require rest
or medical attention. Space is needed for two
cots, oxygen tank, anc refrigerator. This area
will be monitored by the recreation director. 120 sq. ft.
Toilet facilities - all wheelchair accessible
Boy’s toilet room: 2 water closets, 3 urinals,

2 sinks as needed
Girl’s toilet room: 4 water closets, Z sinks as needed
Three independent toilet and changing areas 75-100 <q. ft.

each

Janitor closet 20 sq. ft.
Mech. equipment as needea

*One component or separate. However, the recreation office

and first aid area must be together.

PROTOTYPICAL FEATURES

One of the goals of this playground is the development of
prototypical components that can be placed in playgrounds
throughout the city, so that they will be usable by ali children.
To satisfy 'this requirement, the competitor may choose to
design totaily new comporents that are suitable for reproduction
in playgrounds throughout the ity, or he may design retrofitting
components that will make existing standard playground equip-
ment usable and accessible by children with disabilities; or he
may consider a combination. The following drawings depict five
pieces cf traditional playground equipment which may be con
sidered for prototypical retrofitting.
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CONSTRUCTION BUDGET

it is prujected that the playground will be built in 1978 at a
cost of approximately $700,000.

SEMINAR

The New York City Department of City Planning has a ggntract
with HUD to prepare a national survey of recreation facilities
for children with handicaps. They will conduct a seminar and
present slides regarding their findings on or about
October 7, 1976. The seminar will be open to all interested
parties. In addition, all registered Design Competition partici-
pants will be notified in advance by the Professional Adviser.

CONDITIONS

Type of Compatition

As defined by the American Society of Landscape Architects
and the American institute of Architects this is a Primary Class
A competition and is open and 2nonymous as hereafter defined.

Prufessicnal Adviser

The Sponsors have appointed Charles M. Smith, Jr, A.i.A,,
Executive Director of the New York City Department of City
Planning, as the Professional Adviser for the ¢ J.npetition. His
address, for registration and questions only, is:

Charles M. Smith, Jr., A.l.A., Professional Adviser
FLAYGROUND COMPETITION

New York City Department of City Planning

2 Lafayette Street - Room 2127

New York, Mew York 10007

JURY

James L. Beech, Director and Constructiors Coordinator of the nationally acciaimea
Magruder Environmental Therapy Complex, Forrest Park School for Physically
Disabled Children, Orlando, Florida. Physical Education Teacher and Admin-
istrator.

Peter Blake, FAIA, Chairman, Bosion Architectural Center, Author Editor and
Architectural Critic.

Charles Guali, AlA, Dtrector of Com...u: .tv Desian Research U S Department of
Housing and Urban Development Gavernment Project Manager of Studies
Fecusing on Architectural Barriers.

Eric A Mchidian, Industrial Designer, Creator of revolutinnary playground equip
ment at Children’s Viillage, Ontario Place in Toronto, Canada, Captain Kid's
World at Sea World, Ohio, and Sea World in San Diego, Califorma. Over
260,00C,C00 children enjoy these facilities each season.

J Craig Purves, Director of Planning, Construction and Maintenance, Ontario
Place, Toronto, Canada. Principal of construction firm speciaiizing in creative
children’s play areas. Director of Construction for Ontario Pavilien, Osaka,
Japan Cost and materials expert

Joan Shepard, Vice President of United Cerebal Palsy Parert Associatior, active in
Spina Bifida Association of Greater New York, B.S Education Parent of
Disabled Child

Robert Zolomy, L.A., Professor of Landscape Architecture, University of Hiinos,
Playground Designer, Specialist in Piaygrounds fcr Disabled Children

CONSULTANTS TO THE JURY

David Marquez, 12 years old, graduate of P S 198, Manhattan 1976 Muscular
Dystrophy Poster boy  who would like to see architects and engineers cesign a
new product that is simultaneously transparent, strong and soft The purpuse
of this new mateniat would be to allow wheelchair bound chifdren to ghde over
sand quickly and yet still feel as if they were moving through sand  should
they or 3ny other child fall, tne softness of thit new material would cushion the
impact

Joso Rivéra, 12 years old, sixth grade student of P $ 199, Manhattan Jose 1s a
street wise East Harlem urchin he on'y reluctantly agreed to serve as con
sultant to the jurv when it became abundantly clear that *n no way could he
enter the competition without being a registered-architect or a ladscape
architect '~ nose guys are jucky because | would have won

11




PROCEDURE

Interpretation of Requirements

Rules of the competition, parameters of the design and the
designated corapetition site will be strictly interpreted.

cligibility

Except as noted below, participation is open to any person who
is licensed to practice architecture and/or landscape architec-
ture in the State of New York a- * whose residence and/or
place of business is in the State o1 New York; provided that he
or she files a completed Registration Form with the Professional
Adviser on or before September 20, 1976.

A firm of architects, or landscape architects, an association of
such firms with consultants, or an association of designers
grouped together expressly for participation in this competition,
will be eligible to participate provided that no less than one
person in such group is licensed $or architectural practice as
above.

Architectural and design students in New York City may not
enter this competition even though they may be associated with
a firm or individual that is licensed for architectural practice as
above. There will be a special architectural and design school
competition in New York City which will be announced for
interested students.

Members of the Jury, their associates and employees, and
employees of the New York City Department of City Planning
or the New York City Department of Parks ecreation or
its subsidiaries are excluded from this competition.,

Registration and Questions

Every person or group intending to enter this competition shall
complete the registration form and maitTtin the enclosed self-
addressed envelope with a $25.00 registration fee, payable to
the City Planning Department Fund. This fee is in addition to
the $5.00 fee that was paid for the competition material.
Registration Forms must be postmarked by September 20, 1876.

Information submitted on the Registration Form will be used to
determine eligibility. When the Professional Adviser is unabie to
verify eligibility from this information he will notify the
unqualified corpetitor in writing that he or she is ineligible.
The decision of the Professional Adviser shall be final.

From the Registration Forms received, the Professional Adviser
wil! prepare a Registerfor his use in communicating with com-
petitors.

No design will Be accepted for Judgement from any source
except from participants listed on the Register, and the Register
shall remain confidential except as hereafter provided.

The submission of any entry indicates that the competitor
desires, if successful, to execute a contract for architectural
services with the New York Ciiy Department of Parks and
Recreation.

Communications

A!l communications requesting clarification of the program or
requirements shall be addressed to the Professional Adviser,
typewritten, and without any identification of the sender. No
such comrnunications will be accepted after Qctober 15, 1976.

The enclosed self addressed envelopes should be used for mail-
ing the registration form and other communications.

-
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A copy of questions received and answers thereto will be sent to
all competitors at the earliest practical date or dates. These and
any other necessary communications from the Professional
Adviser shall be cons'dered modifications and extensions of this
program. The Professional Adviser reserves the right to disallow
questions whose answers would not ifi his judgement clarify the
program at the particular stage in which they are asked.

Anonymity

Competitors are not allowed to communicate directly or
indirectly with the Sponsors, the Jury, or the Professional
Adviser, on matters pertaining to the competition, except as
provided for in the paragraph on Communicdtions above.

Proof of any such breach, as determined by the Professional
Adviser, will result in disqualification. Each comoetitor :n sub
mitting any entry affirms that he or she has con plied with all
provisions to conceal the authorship of his or her entry and
agrees that any deviation therefrom renders null . 4 void any
agreement resulting from the judgement. The Sponsors, for their
part, undertake to conduct the competition in such a way that
they, the Jury, and the Professional Adviser have no means of
identifying the entries until the Jury decisions have been made.
Unwrapping of entries will be performed by personnel other
than the above.

Submission

To make working time equal Tor ail competitors, a deadline
for completion is set two weeks in advance of the beginning
of the judgement. Entries must either be delivered before the
deadline, or have postal proof of compliance with the deadline.

No entry shipped or mailed will be accepted if it arrives after
the beginning of the judgement, even through proof of com-
piiance with the deadline is received. The arrival of packages in
New vork City in good condition and on time is the responsi
bility of the competitor.

Entries may be sent via the U.S. Postal Service, by Air Mail
Parcel Post, by United Parcel Service, or be delivered by hand.

Competitors may submit more than one entry providing tney
submit a completed registration blank and $25.00 fee for each
entry.

All entries shall be doubled wrapped so that the cuter wrapper
containing postmarks and return addresses may he destroyed.
The inner wrapping is to be completely unmarked. The compet
itor shall attach to the back of Board No. 3 an opaque sealed
white envelope without any outer marking, contaimng the
name, address, anu 1elephone number of the competitor as it
appears on the registration form.

Receiving personnel will remove the outer wrapping and assign
numbers to the envelupes and entries before turning the entries
over tc the Professional Adviser for his examination.

Entries shall be in one tlat package for each entry. All packages
shali be double wrapped and identified as provided above, and
protected adequately for shipment. They shall be sent prepaid
to the Professional Adviser, as indicated:

Charles M. Smith, Jr., A.l.A., Prafessional Adviser
FLAYGROUND COMPETITION

New York City Department of City Planning

2 Lafayette Street, Room 2127

New York, New Yorx 10007

The return address of the competitor should appear on the
outer wrapping.
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JUDGMENT

The Sponsors aarce that the decision of the Jury will be final in
respect to the selection of the four winning designs. The
decision shall be binding on all competitors.

Following delivery of the aumbered drawings to the Professionat
Adviser, he shall examine them to determine whether they
comply with the requirements of the Program, reporting to the
Jury any instances of noncompliance. The Jury, having satisfied
itseif as to the accuracy of such report, shall then disqualify
from further consideration any entry failing to comply with the
requirements. The Jury shall make a thorough study of the Pro-
gram including any modifications and extensions thereof
previously issued to competitors, and shall thenstur'v thoroughly
all qualified entries.

FEA

S 3E

Evaluation “riteria

The following point value system will be used in judging the
entries.

I. Overall Design Approach and Solution of
Prime Objectives

30 points

a. Imaginativeness and overall design approach
to problem. Shall consider creativity of
tota! playground experience and solution
to general planning criteria such as amount
of vpen space; control, location and quality
of access points, capacity and costs.

b. Creation of a public playground that may be
enioy.d by ali children in the three to 11 year
group regardless of disability. The playground
should provide a "“fun’’ experience for all
children. It should captivate, stimulate and
excite all children. It should offer the children
challenges ard rewards.

c. Provision of an integrated play experience for
disabled and able-bodied children. The play-
greund shouid provide for interaction between
all user groups on many levels of skiil, ability
and social contact.

i.. Solution of specific play activities 25 points
I1]. Special Considerations. Safety, shading, 15 points
accessibility and supervision
IV. Mazintenance Considerations 10 points
i V. Building Pesign 10 points
|

; VI. Prototypicai Features 10 points
| TOTAL 100 points

25 g’}
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Selaction of Finalists

Having selectcJ by discussion and majority vote not more than

four entries which appear to be the most meritorious among all
entries submitted, the Jury shall notify the Professional Adviser
in writing giving the numbers of the selected finalists.

The Professicnal Adviser in the presence of the Jury shall then
cause to be opened the envelopes corresponding to these
nunibers, and announce the names and addresses of the finalists
to the Jury. The envelopes shall be opened in such a way that
neither the Jury nor the Professional Adviser shali be abie to
associate the name of the finalists with a particular design.

AWARDS ‘

Prizes

There will be four prizes, each a $10,000 Contract Award. It is
the intention of the Sponsars to employ the four winners to
produce design development documents of their winning
designs, as described in Contract Awards in the following
paragraphs.

Honorable Mentions may be given, without contract awards, at
the discretion of the Jury.

Use of Features of Unsuccessful Designs

The Sponsors reserve the right to make use of any original indi-
vidual feature of an unsuccessful design. The amount of
compensation to the designer shall be mutually determined by
the designer and the sponsors. In the event of a deadiock, the
Professional Adviser shall designate an arbitration panel con-
sisting of three New York State registered architects and/cr
landscape architects, to determine the amount of compensation.

Contract Awards

To assure the Sponsors of buildabie schemes, and of a firm’s
administrative capabilities, each winning finalist will be awerded
a $10,000 contract to prepare design development drawinys of
his winning scheme. The finalists will work closely with the
Sponsors during this poriod. The Sponsors reserve the right to
require design elemen® modifications if necessary. During this
time, the Department of Parks and Recreaticr will perform
technical and administrative evaluations focusing on meeting
deadlines, costs, construction problems, maintenance anr
durability concerns and uther related items.

Selection of Firm for Architectural Services

At the end of the Design Development stage, the Sponsors
will select one firm based on the above evaluations. It is the
intent of the Sponsors to contract with the selected firm for
the preparation of the construction contract documents.

The four winning finalists shall furnish such evidence as may be
required with regard to experience, staff, and proposed cor-
sultants. |f the Sponsors consider these qualifications inadequate,
the selected finalist will then be required to associate with an
architectural firm selected by him on consultation with and
acceptable to the Sponsors.

Fee Schedu'le

The fee will be six (6) per cent of the construction cost less
$10,000 already paid for in design development.
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ENTRIES

Exhibition and Publication

No entries submitted shall be exhibited or published until the
resuits of the Judgement have been announced. The Sponsors
reserve the right to subsequently exhibit and publish such entries
as they may elect. Every reasonable effort will be made to
insure that all authors are given full credit for designs so exhib-
itect or published, but the Sponsors cannot be responsible for
the failure of the press or others to give proper credit.

Return of Entries

When desired by the competitor, entries wili be rtiurned
promptlv following termination of the Judgement, with the
exception of such entries as have been selected for exhibition
and/or publication. These will be returned upon request at a
iater date.

The competitor will indicate a desire for return of submission in
writing to be included with the identification in the white
envelope attached to Board No. 3. Also included should be
instructions as to how the entry is to be returned, and postage if
required.

Owaership

The entrias of the winners shall become the property of the
Sponsors.

The winning competitors selected by the Jury acknowledge the
right of the Sponsors to carry out the design, if necessary
though personal representatives, successors, assignees without
additional expense to the Sponsors beyond the terms of the
contiact.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

It is the desire of the New York City Department of City
Planning and the New York City Department of Parks and
Recreation to encoursge the participation of large numbers o’
responsible competitors. To this end the form ~f entry is
intended to be simple but complete. Competitors shall provide
ai! the required documents at the requ.red scales and sizes. No
other preseniation material is permitted.

No igentification of the entrant may appear on any part-o” i€
submission, except concealed in an envelope attached to back
of Board MNo. 3. Entries will be kept anonymous until judging is
completed.

Presentation

All drawings shal! be cn stiff white boards 30"” x 40". Color is

permitted. Printed reproductions of drawings, tones, lettering
or typescript may be mcunted upon the boards. All specific

explanatory notes and diagrams shall be placed on the boards.

All plan boards must be organized with the northeri boundary
to the top (as per enclosed plan drawings) with boards com-

posed horizontally. Borders and a titie shall not be used. Each

drawing shall be identified (i.e. plan, section, elevation, detail,

diagrams, etc.). The number of the board shail appear in black
1" high at the lower right hand corner of each board.

Ali presentation materials must be mounted flush with the
boards, no raised material shall be allowed.
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Documents Board Three - Detail drawings. rendu ings, or model photo
graphs at a stjitabie scale shcwing a minimum of
Required: Mandatory Drawings: Three numbered boards 2ach three playground componencs. These should
30" x 40" indicate the construction/iabrication, materials
and how the equipment will pe used. Suppurting
Written Statement:  One to three pages, 8-1/2" x text is allowed but only to the extent that the
11", typewritten, double- graphicexplanation cannot fuliy convey the idea.
spaced. Text should include a description of unique
\ materials, or systems manu.actured reyarding
Mandatory Drawings: their properties. maintenance characteristics, etc.
Board One -  Areawideplanat 1’ = 20 feet using the enclosed Written Statement {Required)
site plan covering area of 22" by 20”. Remain- One to three pages, 8-1/2" x 11", tvpewiittan double. i
der of board to include two sectio.-clevations at spaced, containing a briaf discussion of the designer’s con !
1"=20" ceptualization of the playground and a discussior of his E
sclutions to the required objectives. The wiitten staternent
shall be stagled together, inserted in a plain maniila
Bcard Two -  Single overail representation of solution in envelope and attached to the back of Board No. 1. The
perspective, isometric or mocel photograph. competitor may also (optional) wish tc include in his
The view should be taken looking north from ! written statement explanatory material relating to the
Corona Avenue. | sojutions to the required piay activities.
g,“"
»
SCHEDULE
i
; -
! Final Date For Questions Cctober 15, 137%
Release of Program ;
Opening of Registration ...... ............ August 3, 1976 ' Final Date For Submission November 22, 1975
Closing of Registration . ... ............ September 20, 1976 ! Jury Converes. . . December ¢, 1976
|
i
Seminar | Announcement of Awarls
fonorabout). .......... ... October 7, 1976 | (approximately} o December 9, 1976
RIC 15, 28 Ly ;
o I




APPENDIX

ACCESSIBILITY @gggs@% CRITERIA

The foilowing section was compiled to give the cortestants an
insight into some of the dimensions and clearances that should
be considered in the playground design.
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OLDER CHILDREN
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PLAYGROUND
COMPONENTS

The following sketches were extiacted from Barrie  Sree Site Desigh, by the A S L A Foundation
and the H.U D Office of Po! , Development and Research

SLIDES AND CLIMBING AREAS

Access to upper wvel provides ireedom
from ladders. Area is flat and can
accommodate groups.

Timber climbing apparatus
desigried into slope.

Access to siide area is paved watk/ramp

/_ -
Area at base of slide is free-draining ang Slide wid;&;ﬁém use by more than one
resiient. child at 4 thoe
2 ELEVATED SAND-TABLES BASKETBALL HOOPS
{ P,

Elevated ¢+ ~a containing sand or water Busketball hoops lowsred to 7-0” from

provides access for those in wheeichairs. standard 10°-0" ht. allow those in wheel-

Fiat area 1s useful for toy cers, crafts, etc. chairs and young childran to enjoy the
game.

L




Extending timbers to ne.r waltkway
allows child with mobility problem to
help himself to more central parts to

Provide ramp arsa at 10% max. & 3’
wida.Handrsils are helpful for those on
foot.

/\ 4" curb at edge is helpful for wheelchairs.

Paved walk allows access to all aress to
A : enabls play with other children.

RAMPED BRIDGE

CLIMBING TIMBERS

La )ut Recreation Facilities
To Allow Continuous Circulation Area near wall can be used
for toy cers, etc

Area 357 deep, 30" wide, 30" high
raised sand area allows person in wheel-
chair to enjoy use of sand without
removal from chair.

Rocking bridge gives sensation of verticle movement
‘to person sn wheelchair. Provide rubber cushions to
end edges to minimize impact whnen end drops 2nd

to protejt other children’s hands 1f plaving at end

v

area , —
!
/

ROCKING BRIDGE RAISED SAND AREA

Q ;
L~ ) ‘
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Endorssments

The following organizations have endorsed, reviewed and
participated in the preparation of this contest document

New York State Council of Landscape Architests

New York Chapter of the American Institute of Architects
National Institute for Architectural Education

#
$

Il

;ﬂ'

National Research

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develiopment,
Office of Policy Development and_Research furnished the
Department of City Plann./cg/a “travel and research grant.
The research yielded many ideas contained in the program
and furnished the senji ar material.

i

{

(e

Funding

The Eastern Paralyzed Veteran's Association has
contributed toward the costs of this competition.

Student Competition

The Eastern Paralyzed Veteran's Association is financing

the costs of the architectural and design student competition.
The Nationai irstiwute for Architectural Education and the
follewing schools will participate.

City College, School of Archiecture ’ New York Institute of Technology
_.-Lolumbia University, School of Architecture | Parsons School of Design
Cooper)Umon School of Architecture ! Pratt institute, Schooi of Architecture

14

AL A. Committee on Architectural L xign Competition

The American Institute of Architects’ Committee orn Architectural Design Competitions
has rieither approved or dispproved this nrogram due to the suspension of the A1 A.
standard requiring approval cf competition programs.
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Departmant of Parks and Recreation Dapartmont of City Planning

Ma—'rtin f.ang, P.E. Commissicner Victo: Marrero, Chairman
Joseph P. Davidson, Deputy Commissioner Charles M. Smith, Jr., Executive Director

Philip B. Wallick, Assistant Executive Director

Jerry Miller, Director, Public Information
Arthur A. Baker, Assistant Administrator for Capital Projects Barry Light, Directer, Community Development
Robert J. Ditty, Director, Office of Management Budget Michael J. Pittas, Director, Land Planning Division
Paui Brown, Program Analyst Robert E. Selsam, Director, Transportation Division

DESIGN COMPETITION PROGRAM
was developed within the Special Projects
Unit of the Transportation Division
Saul Nimowitz, Unit Diractor and Project Director
David WMaverfeld, Architectural Coordinator
Mona Levine, Project Pianner
Photography: Georgs de Vincent, Adriana Kleiman Book Dasign: Phii Sacks
Photo Retouching: Leo L.awrence Graphics: Phil Sacks, Director. Henry Nicholas,
Manuscript: Patricia Matthews, Elaing Solomon Lou Castelli, Leo Lawrence, Zygmund Apel,
Drafting: Joseph LoRusso, Henry Chin, Norman Shilepsky, Vitaly Sorokine,
Richard Campanelli, Cy Heusinger. Edward Whitman.

Professional Adviser: Charies M. Smiwn, Jr., ALLA.




