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ABSTRACT

In Pebruary 1942, a letter to tke editor of the
Pittsburgh "Courier," the nation's largest black owned newspaper, ’
started the "Double ¥* (for vietory at home and victory abroad)
campaign, which stressed the right of blacks to have equality in the
Onited States since they were fighting inequality abroad. A5 the
"Courier" devoted a great deal of newspaper space to the campaign,
*the campaign was endorsed by many other black owvned newspapers as
well as by vhite owned papers and organizations. A content analysis:
shows, however, that the campaign wvas virtually dead by October 1942,
wvhich is significant because it was the first evidence that any black
pwned paper outside the South had cut back on the campaign and
because the {'Courier” had originated the campaign. One possible
explanation for the gradually toned-down campaign of the “lourier" is
that the war-time prosperity of amiddle class blacks demanded a
mavenent, that would conserve black progress rather than one that
might undo 1t. Black men vere being coamissioned for the first tinme |
in the armed forces, and black men and vomen sere being hired in
large numbers at defénse plants. The Double V-campaign hagd .
accoaplished all that it was able to accoaplish. As the campdign
began to decline, the "Courier" \ldemonstrated its good faith by
replacing campaign material with positive artigles and pacture
layouts about black gains. (HTH) »
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The Pittsburgh Courier's Double V Campaign in 1942

e .
+ In January 19Aé. a 26-year-old black cafeteria worker at the Cessna

Alrcraft Corp. in Wichita,-Kan., wrote to the Pittsburgh Courler, the

country's largest black newspaper with a national circulation of almost

200,000. He wanted to ‘express his views on patriotism. ’
L]

. Like all true Americans, my greatest desire at this time . .
1s for a complete victory over the forces of evil which threaten
our existence todav. Behind that desire is also a desire to serve
this, mv countrv, in the most advantageous way.

- Mogt of our 1eaders are suggesting that we sacrifice every
other ambition to the’ pdaramount one, victory. With this I agree; ,
but I also wonder if another victory could not be achieved at the’
same time. . . .
Y Being an American of dark complexion . . . these questionsl
flash through my mind: "Should I sacrifice my life to live half
American”’ "Will things be better for the next generation in the
peace to follo%?" "Would it be demanding toc much to demand full
citizenship rights in exchange for the sacrificing of my 1ife?"
"Is the kind of America I know worth defending?" "Will America

be a true and pure democracv after this war?" "Will colored
Americans suffer still the indignities that have been heaped upon
them in the past?" .'. .,

I suggest that while we keep defense and victory in the fore-
front that we don't lose sight of our fight for true democracy at .
home. . .

The V for victory sign 1is being displaved prominently in all
so-called democratic countries which are fighting for victory over |
aggression, slavery and tyranny. If this V sign means that to
those now engaged in this great conflict, then let.wé colored
Americans adopt the double VV for a double victory.» The Airst V

s for victorv over our enemies from without, the second V for vic-
tory over our enemies from within. For surely those who perpetuate
these ugly prejudices here are seeking to destrby ourldemocratic,
form of govermnment just as surely as the Axis forces.

—

.
¢rh James G. Thompson's words Radfan immediate impact. In.the next Qeekly
' i
-‘iiﬁpe of the Courier (Feb., 7), four Double Vfarawings appeared, a‘Double v
campalgn wad announced a week later on the front page, and within a8 month
the newspaper was running massive amounts of Double V stories, photograqps

"A
and drawings. By mid-July, the Courier claimed it had recruited 200, 0600

. !
Doubfe V members,2 which was one of the largest black groups in the U.S.
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The campaign's rspid acceleration, and its appeal to readers, was not
, )

’
-

surprising.' For several years, the black press had been cémplaining about
discrimination in the armed serviqgs. Black men couldn't join the marines,
coast guard or air corps; the navy woufﬂ accept them only as messboys; and
the army confined them to four units. Openings in the latter seldom occurred.
This discrimination angered blacks--since they couldn't participate In the

country's defense, they felt like second-class citizens. Thus, a struggle

(

4

for status devefoped.3

Thozpson's lettex did nat express anything radically new, but 1t did
/

have a catchy slogan--the words "Double V'--which captured the interest of

blacks and brought'about‘a national cohesiveness as numerous black ngwspapers

. \ .
began pushing the campaign's goals. Thqktiming was superb. With the U.S.
-

involvement in World War TI, governzent officials bggaﬁ’Stressing Me need

r

of 'a united home front ﬁg enduze ~wiotory, aﬁd many blacks realized thag,’

Xat
P
.

whites could no longer ignore the issue of discrimination.
By Julv, however, the campaign was declining, and it virtuallv was dead

|
bv Dctober. It survived In the Courler until 1943, but the number. of Double V

items and the amount of column inches they-consuged were a mere trichle com-

- ’ . v +

pared to the previous torrent. , -

-

A

Other historical studi€s of the Double V have examined the campaign' ¢
origins and broad aims In the entire black press without studying #ndivi ual‘
newspapers and the intensity with which the campalgnh was pushed irom week to

4 . .
week. This paper focuses on what the Pittsburgh Courier's Double U”cdmpaign
¥

contalned and how much space was allot;ed to {t and examines the factors he-

hind its decline. (;. -

- -

While pfevioua studies have includqd aﬁvthing in th% black press tﬁat

-
-

even vaguely expressed the Double V goals, this studv is limited to those

r
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‘articles, photographs and drawings that specifically mentioned the campaign

or contained its "VV" symbol. This approach eliminates a problem faced, in

othér Double V studies-—-deciding what material to include-—-and allows a more

detailed, precise examination of the Courier's campaign.

* * * * * . '

The campaign was introduced on Feh. 7 when a drawing that quickly be-

came familiar to réaders appeared in the upper 1eft7hand chner of the Courler's

front page. "It contained the words, "Democracv. Double VV victory. At home--
abroad." And between two large V's, there was the Amer}can gyrbol--an eagle,

. [} .
Then, on Feb, 14* the Courier sharply escalated the campaign, -devoting
\ "
5% times more space to it than in the preceding week. In a box at the #op

. «

of the front page, the paper declared in large, bold-face t§5e that it had

been "inundated" with hundreds of telegrams and letters approving the campaign,

-

Thus, it felt compelled tq restate Thompson's general themes

»

Americans all are involved in a glgantic war effort to assure victg{y for
d

the cause of freedom. . . . Wefas colored Americans, are determi .
to protect our country, our form of goverament, and the freedoms which
we cherish for ourselves and for the rest of the world, therefore we »

adopted the Dpuble "V" War Cry--victory over our enemfes at home and

+ victory over our enemies on the battlefields abroad. Thus, in our-
fight for freedom, we wage a two-pronged attack against our enslavers

» at home and those abroad who would gnslave us. WE HAVE A STAXE IN THIS
FIGHT. . . .JVE ARE AMERICANS, T00! ,

¥ [] /’-

The Courier’'s intent was oﬁyious. While 1t wanth t? public?gg the /cam-
paigmr, it also wanted to convince'n%j#ous wvhites that the Courier wasn't'
suggesting blacks should be unpatriotic. SN ) '

In the same issue, the Courier ran the first of what soon became an

' »

p .
avalanthe of photographs of smiling blacks flashing a V with each hand. The ?
plctures always were posed, and thegjﬁuickly became monotonous, but the

messa$£ was clear: Many blacks liked the Double V. Within two weeks, this

"happy" effect was escalated by running geven ﬁhotographs together in an

¥
»
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eight-column 1aybgt.7 This "block!' approach became commotas the Courier

realized {ts value in bitching tHe campaign nationally, In a typical 1issue,

the paper ran six pictures from Milwaukeq. St. kpuis and Chicago: and claimed

\
- in a cutline: "From the rack-boynd coast of Maine to the sunny gates of
v ~

’

'Frisco, the 'Double V' campaign is sweeping the natior!."8

The photographs varied. Ohe woman had a "vv'" on the back of her dress

-

and another was  holding a "VV' quilt; a class of sixth graders flashed the
« +

L

Double V sign, a soldier formed a Double V with his hands and }wo nilitary

\w‘flags, children displayed a Double V poster while selling war bon@s and ’}

1 . ‘ £ - . n
stamps; and a sin-month-old girl was placed over a Double V drawing.9 There

was also the "5%uble V Girl of the Week." The first one was Mabel Burks of
' . . IO Ay
Chicago, who was shown against a backdrop of two large V's on March 28 ~.

. / *

-

" A new woman was-granted celebrﬁé& status each week.
. McTe impressive, however,.werg-a small group of-wgllrknown blacks who
- & - .
appeared in Double V photographs. They included: singersarian Anderson <

and Etta Moten; bankleaders Lionel Hampton, Lucky Millinder ang Jimmie Luhce-,

Il
LY

ford; New York Councilman Adam Clayton PowellP'Jr.; Assistant Secretary of -

# . the NAACE Roy Wilkins, Joe.Louls' wife, Marva; amd Miss Bronze America of 1941,

\

v

7 Beatrice williams.ll Thelr support was hammered home in ringing phrases.

"Like thousands of other race -patriots, she wants victory at hogg agalnst pre-

-

udice and bias as well a5 In foreign lands against enemies of democracy,”
¢ m\,

he Courier assured readers under Beatrice ﬁ%lliams' thre®-colunmn, frontrpage
photogtaph. a8 o . . .

But the sugport'waSn't solely from blacks. On éeU. 28, only three weeks
after the campalgn began, the Cou;ier ran two ;ﬁotugraphs on paée 1 showing

At

two blacks and two whites, who ﬁorked\;ogether in New York City, flashiﬁ§ the

Double V while standing side by side. The paper called it "the true American

nl2 13

spiric. And si. months later, there was a whité "Double. V Girl of the-Week."

»
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The mﬁét striking support, however, came from famous whites, most of whom
]

bd -

were photographed either reading the Courier or wearing a Double V lapel pin.
Among them were: deitiEians Wendell Willkie and Thomas Dewey as well as y

House majority leader John McCormack; columnist and broadcasfer Dorothy

Thompson, novelilt Sinclair Lewis; comedian Eddie Cantor; CBS' William Paley
. Ay

and NBC's David Sarnoff; and movie stars Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman and

‘14 3 * o
Gary Cooper. Numerous governors and lesser-hnown congressmen also backed \

.

L]
v -

the campaign.
Both Dewey and McCormach were qutspoken about the campaign. Dewey told
* »

a Courier 'reporter that "all Americans must participate ipn tfie terrible struggle

ahead~-1in our munitions factories at home--and in |very branch of our armed
-
forces on the battle fronts.” He then praised the Courler's Double V campaigh.
- ¢

~

"0n1§ by guarding our hard won rights as free people can we hope to enjoy the

blessings of peaee. . .when victory is finally won," he said.ls. McCormack
I1ssued a lengthy statement in which_he equated the.Double V with what Abraham

Lincoln was referring to when he advocated a government of the people, by the

people gnd for the peopte: - - (
Y
It was In this saéé spirit that President Franklin D. Roosevelt [‘
issued his Executive Order pf last June. . . .NI do hereby reaffirm

the policy of the United States that there shal] be no discrimination)
in the employment of workers in defense industries or Government
because of race,’ creed, colory or national origin." By these his-
toric words the President assured our people, and gave unmistakable
notice to our enemies that in this war we are not fighting alone for 16
democracy as a theory, but for democracy as a rule of every-day 1ife.

The most vocal group, according to the Courler, were readers, who wrote

17 On that day, the

”hund;eds" of letters -about the campaign by Feb. 21.
newspaper ran geven letters, whose géagraphicéi distribution was typlcsal of
what followed weekly--New York City; Wichita, Kan.; Toledo, Ohio; Charleroi,
Pa.; Los Angeles; "Philadelphia; and Washington, D.C. - The most noteworthy

| .

letter in that issue was from Thompson, who explained why he originally had

written to the Courler. He said he had hoped his letter would result in "a ~

. \\\\\ ,

b
{

I‘)
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nationwide dr%ve in thch every home and every cgr would carry in full-view

'these Double 'F' for victory signs.“18
. | . - .

»

By March 7, the Courier was.running 15 letters, and titles began appear-

ing on fhem, suggestive pf what each contained--"Detrolt {is Impressed,’ "Says

Double V 1s Tops™ and "Double Victory Important.”19 Were any of the letters

critical of the campaign? The Courier never said. One scathing letter was

«

from "a 19-year-old Colored Boy" in Columbus, Ohio:

If and when the American White Man loses this war, I am wondering °
1t he will think why he did not give the colored man a chance with )
the white in the Navy? It may be too late for he may not' have the Navy .
himself! He may ask why he did mot give the colored man a bigger part
to play in the war. 'He may say, "We could he ysed the colored man
but_we didn't. Why didn't T give more jobs In the factoried, where
he was much needed at the time? We have found that we could have won
the war with his aid, that we couldn't win without him. Why-didn't we
let mote of these colored men into the Army and the Marine Corps? ‘Vhy
didn't we let him do more than flunky work? That is all too late now.
We were only thinking'of‘oursg6ves." Your Double V campaign will help »
to avold the above situation. . ; )

L] a

Other letters were equally bitter. A Texas woman saild she felt the Double

‘ .

V campalgn was important "because many Américans are more dangerous to us
w2l 4 '
(blacks) than same of our enemies abroad? In Oregén, another woman wrote

that the Double V "means more to us than the 'Buy a Stamp' or "Buy a Bond'

drive!"22 And an Ohio Baptist minister claimed the campaign "will teach the

&
Mr. Charlie of the South a new lesson and will shake the foundations of tﬁe’

hypocritical Nor'th."23 «

Some writers were more positive. L Georgla résident called the Double V

»
"the greatest race proclamation since emancipation.”za Then, there’was the
!
following from an unidentified persom:
Congratulations to the "Double V" campaign. I have got up a
group of fifty men to carve marks and write the "Double V" emblem ;(d
on everything that is movable and immovable hege In S.C. We cut
. some (Double V drawings) out of the paper and stuck them in the
trolley bus., Give ug.the buttons and stickers and we will put them
in the right places. ) :
. \

There also wis a letter from New York Governor Herbert Lehman, shich

€

N

included the followjng: YI am szre that large numbers of people will enfoll
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in this campaign. It 1s my very sincere hope that every man and woman_1in

-

this country will give of himself and herself without stint”and withgput thought

26

of self to the cause of democracy heré and abroad." Lehman never said he }
p, :

suppq;ted the Double V, but the Courier didn't care, Its headline proclaimed:

"N.Y. Governor Endorses 'Vv'." .. v ) .

Not wanting’to depend solely on letters and a few outspoken white poli-
ticians, the Courier frequently reiterated the campaign's themes in editorials ’
and columns. On Feb. 28, only three weeks after the Double V began, columnist

s
Edgar T. Rouzeau spoke out. He %ncouraged.blacks to gs;bally ”iﬁame” any whites
gullty of prejudice, pointing out that someone haq to be either totally for’
democracy or against it. To him, there was no middle ground.

A week later, cotumnist Frank E. Bolden fired the next salvo, and his
words were noticeably tougher. His views were summe& up in one sentence (the
capital letters were ﬁﬂ&): "THOSE WHO DO NOT WANT COLORED PEOPLE TO FULLY
PARTICIPATE IN THE WAR EFFORT SHOULD BE CLASSED AS TRAITORS TO THE CAUSE OF f

DEHOCRAdY, BECAUSE THEY ARE BLOCKING THE ASSISTANCE OF A POWERFUL ALLY THAT HAS

NEVER SHOWN A SHORTAGE OF COURAGE AND SACRIFICE--COLORED AMERICANS!" He

gtressed that the Courier would push the Double V until 1its goals were accom- ,
plished.??
Then, on March 28, a Courier editotial had an ominous liné: "If we are’

to have no democracy at home, it does n@t make a great deal of difference

23 .

what happens abroad." - L

’ -~

“Such strong remarks, coming from the country's largest black$££wspaper,

Lourfier,

understandably made whites jittery. Apparently for that reason, t
already ﬁhd restated the campaign's goals on Mareh 21:° "The 'Double V' combines
. . . the aims end ideals of all men, black as well as white, to make thia a

n
moge perfect union of peace-loving men and women, living in complete harmony

¢
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and equality." It also called blacks "the most loyal segment of the American .~
q

r T
population."30- \ )
On April 11, only two days after .the Allied surrender at Bataan, tQe

Courler made a supreme effort to cloak the Double V in the red, white and blue

of patriotism. The oceasion was the espoysal of a Double V Creed across the. top

'

of the front page in large type: + . .

s

We Pledge alleglance to the UniMddd States of America. . . to its
all -out victory over the forces of our enemles on the battlefronts 1in
‘every section of the world. We pledge allegiance to the principles and
tenets of democracy as embodied in the Constitution of the Uniced
States and in the Bill of Rights. To full participation in the fruits
‘of this g}ctory » - victory both at home and abroad . . . we pledge

our all!

T *

Folrlowing that, the Courier graduallv toned down its criticism and settled

H
into a line,of redsoning it cons%dered bgi?nd reproach. It was stabgp succinctly

in an editorial on Aug. 8: : . v ‘
1 * ]
f '
Our positiom Is . . . that all races and pecples Ghie}ded by our
flag should present a solid front for victory. We say teo every Negre .

man, woman and child. do everything within your power to gain victory.
Glve your property; offer your lives. Our patriotism 1s not condition-
al, for this is "Qur Country.” But we would be less than‘*men 1if,

while we are giving up our property and sacrificing our 11ves, we do
not aglitate, contend and demand those rights guaranteed £ all free
men. This would be neithef patriotism nor common sense. .

Meéanwhile, the Dbuble V was be&pg hyped in numerous ways. There were

"Double V for victorv" dances, the selection of Double V queems, Double V,

flag raising ceremonies, the planting of a "'VV' Garden'" at Kansas State Indus-

¢

L
trial School33 and ﬂlpouble V professiongl baseball game In St. Louis hetween

——-v
the New York Black Yankees and the Birmingham Black Barons.” As thousands .
] ; .-‘ .
watched, drum and bugle corps formed a gilant Double V on the fieIE\QQfOYQ,thG
. 9
34 . ’
game. . * .

[

Much Bf this activity was sponsored by Double V clubs. ' The m_i_el

began encouraging.readgrs to form cluba\on April 11, when it announced a DNouble

- N '
V Creed across the top of the front pageqednlg another hors at the boetom pro-

claimed, '"5¢ Buys the 'Double V' Pin"35 lo forn a club, a gr&dp had to buy

.
2
LI
.

-
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. .
only $1 of pins or stickers (the latter cost a penny apiece).36 The publicity

was effective. The number of clubs grew from 38 on May 2 to 206 three mog}ﬁgz

later in 34 states, Washington, p.C., and the C;hal Zone.37.

‘ On June 13, the Courier began using "'Double V' Club‘News”38 (in the same N
» . )

issue the paper started selling "'Double V' Service Emblems" to those with rela-
* H ¥
tives in the service39). and it became apparent that club members had a wide
. " * * .
variety Of {nterests. Some wrote to cgngressmen to protest the poll tax; others

.

. -sent letters to the radio networksy- asking that .two programs, '"Southernaires"

| . e

/‘
and, "Wings Over Jordanf" not be broadcast simultaneously so that blacks could.

¥ N

g ; .
listen to beth, and they met wifh business officials to promote non-discriminatory
hiring.40 The biggest activity, hoyever, was helping servicemen. Clubs sent
books, magazines, cigaretteﬁ, ash trays, handkerchiefs, shoe polish, skuTl caps,

candies and cookies to numerous military 1néta11ations.h1

{

Other organizations also promoted the campaign. The most notable were the

NAACP and the CIO's United Automobile, Afrcraft & Agricultural Implement Workers
.
of America.(more commonly known as the UAW), both of which unafimously endorsed \

. 42 » '

the Double V. In the resolution agopted by the UAW, whi¢h was the country's

largest unibdbn with about 700,000/;qmbers, the Double V palgn was described

as expressing "vividly and concisely the aims of tile labor movement in this

‘ -

war for a victory over the forces ¢f Fascism and/reaction and gppression both

- within this nat}ﬁn and in the world at 1arge."A ?
;T . ‘
i f/’ - The campgﬁgn also recelved strong religious Bupport.aa On March 21, the

national Negro Baptist Council designated EAster Sunday as "National Negro
‘\ 0

Double Yictory Day." Pt called on ministfrs at 40,000 black chukches to

preach on Easter for "Justicg, enfranchfsement, equal educational opportunities

and sthrios, unrestricted, participatibn in the arme® forces of the United States,
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N ]
employment in all defense industries regardless of race, creed or color, ex-
[ v .
pansion of WPA, NYA and cce, unenmployment insurance and old age pension security
' ~
. . W45,
for . . .all workerg Negro and white, north and south,s from now on." 3

A week later there wag a memorable artist's drawing.in the Courier. As
r f% —— .

3

two people stood on a hillside lookfné u#ward,l@hrist emerged from @ cloud

€ A
.

» -
holding a V in each harid. "This is a 'Double V' scene," sa}d the cutline. '"Its

Import and significance in th¢ current struggle cannot be disassociated from
» ' . )
1ts spiritual implications as expressed in RevelatiOns."46
s '

Possibly because they were afraid of losing circulation (and thus money) '
to the Pitfsburgh paper, most of the black press embraced the Double V goals
of victory at home and abroad without specifically mentioning that 1t was the

Courier's campaign. However, the¥e were a few enceptions. The mosgt prominent
Lpurier

endorsement came on March 14 from the nationally~known People's Volce in New

L d ~ ’
;E?R City.47 That was followed in the next thjee months_by support from black
¥ . - -
papers in Los Angeles;\Aiken, 5.C.; Rochestgr, N.Y.; Washington, D.C.; Columbus, ‘
Ohic; and New York City-?8 The smallest pgper to endorse the Double V campaign

was the Coppy Cat Gazette in Portland, Ore. Edited and published. by two boys,

' /
13 and 14, the four-year-old weekly had 75 subscribers and sold fqr two cents
49 J
an issue. f ' [
. Additional support came from the music\;ndustry. On ﬁS?EE‘;a, only five,

5
weeks after the campaign began, the Courier announced that L.C. Johnson and /

Andy Razaf had composed a new song, "Yankee Doodle Tan," which was inspired by
the Double V. The newspaper called it "''the most sensational and stirring patra- .

otlc song ever dedicated to the Negro in the armed services of America.” Johnson
N , \

and Razaf have hit the keynote of Victory Abroad over our enemies and Victory
*  at home over our enemles.” A photograph of the composers had the Courier(?

o 50
Double V drawing in the background.

Lionel Hampton's band, which he renamed "Lionel Hampton and His 'Double V'
FaiN 3, '
, Ild * 1




A . 11 :

Band,"51 p@rform?d the song on-an NBC radio national program in May, and the
. . . . . "

Courler reported there were two million 1is:enurs.52 The pdaper immediately

i - -

» : ’
began selling sheet music of the song for 30 ceuts,53 and it also held .a contest

in 'which a Houstoﬂ schoolteacher won $25 for btest describing what the song

- + . .

N * -

1" nSé . .

meang to you. ;- Cw ,

en after "Yankee Doodlé Tan" was anné??ced Bolden suggested in the
. F
. 4 . <
Courier that sbmeone should write a \fousing miiitary song about.the Double V.
u‘
) ¥ ’

He said it was needed to giﬁe blacks "a chance" to, sell our sklves to our

o
\

citizenry via the rdﬁio "33 The resukt was two more songs, '"Under the Double ‘
V" and "We Want a Double "W' in Our Victory," peither of which was a Hil’..s'6 .
. .

The latter was written for “and plaved all'qeveﬁ‘days at the 43rd annual national

black Elks conventidn in Aukust.
The women's clothing industrv and hairstvlists also helped publicize the o
campaign. '"D&Uble’ V" hats were dsplayed in thé Courier on April 11, and there

‘ 57

wag 8 "V for Victory" dress shoym the foblgz}ng week.” By the end of the

month, 4 Hollywooﬁtaesigner fad comé out with a matchkﬁg Double V hat and gown

,

. |
which she said was her'"hum‘ie contribution to this great caus_e."58 In the

Same 1ssue, the paper noted some .-Texags women hal attended a formal b{ack ballp

-

" e N -,
with Double V parts in their hair.59 A Double V hairstyle -- gsometifmes called

a "doubler"-- evolved quickly. .

. *
. v

The Double V was fitched at sgoréstfans,_too. On Marchﬂl&, ;He
Courier ran the most imaginative photograph of the entire éhmpaign. It showed

UCLA basketball star Roger "Bill" Terry leaping {akthe air with his legs spread—--— v

L]

his legs and his shadow eaeh formed a v, 50 A week later, there was a phéto--

graph of a black sprinter who won twice at the prestigious Knights of Columbus
) ‘r i -
track meet in Madison Square Garden. There were two artist's V's in the back-

L

ground. and the cutline gaid the runner aubomatically became one Bf the leaders

in the Courief#; Dqg\}e V' drive by virtue df his sendational performances nbl )
. - . ~ - . )
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In the same issue, columnist Chesterlf Washington wrote about an dnidenti-

fied black boxing champion who had signed up "with Uncle Sam for his greatest

f1ght." He supposedly told Washington: "I'm with Uncle Sam 100 per cent to

win a’smashing 'victory over our foreign enemies, but I'm also all-out for a -

Double Victory in America, one whigh will punch the'ears off of our foes abroad

-

and knock ‘the socks off of Prejudice at home,"62

r

The Double V even showed up In the comics section. On Feb. 21, the

"Sunnyboy" strip, drawn by the Cgurier's Wilbert L. Holloway (who also designkd
63

the Double V drawin), emphasized the Double V. The campaign appeared in e
' -

the strfp five more times In thé pext seven months.64

The Courier could be subtle, too. On March ?, it replaced ordinary
Lourler | a

3
»

straight rules between stories with rules consisting of two long dashes with (\\

a VV between them. It was a brilliant strole--wherever a reader looked in the

. ¥ -
. paper, he was reminded subconsciously of the campaign.65 Then, on Sept. }2, & i

+ -"

a second journalistic gimmick appeared. Where there was a small space at the
+ .

end of a story, the following bold face filler frequfntly was inserted: ""Fifteen
; o

million people with ,one unified thought, 'Double V;' Victory at Home and
Abroad.”66 N ‘ . »
‘\ - - /
1?» The Couricr aifkd¥ablicized the Double V by using headlines extolling
£ .

-

y *

by writer Pegwl Buck under the:subhead: "VV--Victory at\ Home and Victorv Abroad--

. $
V‘J.'1~ She dfdn't talk about the Doubliy ¥ campaign althougk she did discuss some
1 \ ,

of 1ts goals: .

Everywhere among the colered peoples there 1s the same resolve
for freedom and equality that white Americans and British have, but it
1s a gylmmer resolve, for it includes the determinatioh to be rid of
white r¥le and exploitation and white race prejud1c§; nd nothing will

weaken this will. . . .Let Ameridans be sure of thi . .Unless we can
declare ourselves whole for democracy now and do awdy/with prejudices
agailnst colored peoples, we shall lose our chance td make the world what




i

- »
» 2 * ' 2}
‘ +
» ’d - -

we want it to be, we shall even lose our place in the world; whatever our
military victories are.

« Double V headlines on rfon-campaign stories gccurred most frequently in

Rowe's entertainment column. In 5% months, he used eight subheads such as the
* z’. -

. a

following:

1

"\ There I5 No Place ’
In The Japangse °

VV--Rising Sun For The Negro--vv®8 ,: N

‘I - «I
V--Let's Coaﬁ;;ricans--v L ~~ 5“*
V--"Double V' and Insure~-V ° b .

V--Victory At Home, Abroad-~V
V--And A lasting Peace For Free Men--\'69

Join The 'Double V' Corps ; . <
Don't Be A Slacker, Be A ‘Backer’C

T -
During the rapid success of the Double V campaign, the Courier did not

forget Thompson. On March 28, a photograph showed bandieader Jirmie Lunceford
congratulating Thompson ''on”his brilliant tdea."’! Then, the paper gent George
§. Schuyler, a -columnist and assQclate editor,‘to interview Thompson in .

Wichita, Kan:? in April. " The story's tone was set in the first paragraph when

Thompson was portrayed as a black hero.

>

1

For 900 miles by airplane and train from PdLtburgh to Wichita, .
Kansas; I had been wondering what manner of person was James Gratz v
Thompson whose stirring letter to The Pittsburgh Courier had launched

the nationwide "Double V" campaign. 1 knew that he was young and endowed
with unusual gifts of expressiom, I knew that in his memorable letters
he had expressed the feelings of millions of Negroes, young and old,

from the Atlantic to the Pacific., It was clear he was a thoughtful

* young man and his photograph indicated that he was handsome and upstanding.

Now, ag I pressed the buzzer at the front door of the five~room one-
atory house the Thompsons own at 1239 Indiana AvenueyThy curlosity was
to fe satisfied. At last I was to see and talk with the Negro youth
whoge words had thrilled a million COURIER readers, -

' Then, after noting that Thompson had quit his Job at the ‘cafeteris in

!
Maréh when he was refuged a five-cent-an-hour raise, Schuyler described him

as "the idol of Wichita's 6,000 Negro citizens."72 .

\

"

|
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In June, Thompson ‘replaced W.C. Page as director of the Courler's
L}

national Double V campaign.73 A Hopkinsville, Ky., minister was so enthused

that he delivered a _sermon on Thompson. 'Jesus Christ, our "Double Victory'

Friend, kissed the idea (of the Double V) when he kneeled and prayed in the

¥

Garden of Gethsemane," said the Rev. L.S. Grooms. "The idea of 'Double Vic-

cory' did not leave the earth, it simply remained silent until the selected
person (Thompson) was notified and the time pronounced."74
Thogpson remained head of the Double V campaign until February 1943,

r
whén he was inducted  into the-service.75 . (

.
- ‘

> * % * *

: |
* From the beginningloé the campgign unéil the end of 1942, the Courier
h Y .
ran 970 Double V articles (stories, editorials, letters to the editor and
advertisements), phofographs and drawings {(including the "Sunnyboy" comic

strip). There were 469 articles (48,35 pe}cent)f 380 photographs (39.18

-

) percent) ang 121" drawings (12.47 percent). ‘ 1 % , v

Three measurements of the campaign are charted week by week: number

of Double V items (graph A), column inches of Double V items (graph‘B) and
- ! '
percent of the news hole fthe Space available fqr copy after advertisements

are placed) ftlled by Dougle Vv items (graph E).
fﬁf lines on 5fi three graphs are highly similar. They show thag the "

campaign took off quiﬁkly, peaked in April and May and definitely was de- ,

clining by Julv. It continued its downs}ide {with no explanation to the

-
. . - .
readers) until October, when the Douhle V¥ virtuallv was dead. A comparison

of the Courier. for Sept. 26 and’ 0ct. 3 is revealing: The number Of(DOUble v

P

4

items used dropped from qufo 5, the number of columg inches declined from

1584 to 49% and the news hgle percent dipped from 3.65 to 1.16., All three

-

figures on QOct. 3 were the lowest since Feb, 7, when the campaign began.
. >

\, The Double V flared up momentarily at the end of October when 8B.7 percent

- %

kg

. 1"
) SRV
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of those responding to a Courier poll said that blacks shouldn't "soft pedal
« « « demands for complete freedom and citizenship."76 Even though the
Courier'iqterpreted that as a gtrong Double V endorsement, the graphs show
the campaign never rega#ned substantial strength.
Two other measurements also show the extent to which the campaign

declined by October. Although 27.7 percent of the weeks ip, which the

/campaign ran in 1942 were 1in October, November and Degember, those meonths
’ contained only 7,96 percent q{ the Double V column inches and only 9.69

percent of the Douyble V items, . > .

-~ -

Further probf of the campalgn's decline is provided by looking at
" swhat was nplace i; the Double V. This included:
\'Camp gn items on the Courler's front page. 1In the first 16 weeks
(F?b. 7 to May 23), there was only one week (March 14) when there was not a

campalgn 1tem on the front page;, However, In the remainip§ 31 weeks of 1942,

there were only seven weeks in ;hich tﬁé Double V appearéd on page 1.7?
‘Letters to the editor about the Double V. Of 114 letters on the
campaign, only seven (6.14 ﬁeréent) were used after June 27.78

‘Listing of Double V clubs. In a l4-week périod from May 2 through

i

Aug. 1, the Courier ran.a list of Double V clubs 11 times.’® Then, it

never appeared again. * - .

" Double V drawings. 1In the first 29 weeks'of thd campaign, through

Aug. 22, the Courier ran 118 of the campaign's 121 drawinds-(97.52 percent),

and there was never a week when there wasn't at least one drawing. However,

a

in the final 18 weeks of 1942, there were only three weeks when one drawing

‘P

¢ sAdvertisements for Double V materials. From April 11 throqgh Aug. .13,

was used. .
a stretch of 19 weeks, there was at least one Doublg V ad used every week
except May 16. But in the year's final 19 weeks, ads ran only five }imesgl

’

with none appgaring after Oct. 10. .

M(J
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‘Double V Club News. This column heaging was used in 11 of the l4

weeks from June 13 to Sept. 12.82 lThen, i¥ never ran again.

-Double V Girls of the Week. In the\27 weeks from March 28 through

83 S

\~Sept. 26, the Courier nam7§ Double V girls 14 Ximes, After that, the.

-
practice was discontinued. N . .

* * * x * i

P

The finding of a sharp decliae in the Pittsburgh Courier's Double V
campaign in late 1942 is‘significant‘becaus?,it is the first evidence that
Any black newspaper outside o{ the Sputh cut back on the Double V that year.
While the Coaricr's decline éay have been an aberration that did pot occur
onacther black papers, it cannot be disregarded by historians. Not only was
the’ Courier the country's largest Black newspaper, but it originated the
campaign and ran far more Doubie V material than aﬁy othe},paper, making it
the militant and highly visible spearhead of the camgfi%n.

A,
Lee Finkle has made the most extensive study of the black press in

1

~
World War II. ?h&\aotes that the Norfolk (Va.) Journal and Guide, the fourth

4

largest black newspaper, as well as many other Southern black papers toned

> 4

down or eliminated the Double V in the summer of,%?dz after the Double V was
* ' LI :

criticized by several well-known whites. The papers backed off because they

did not want to jécpardize a friendly relationship with Southern white (j.berals.84

*

N L J
However, Finkle, says the black press outside the South, "aware of 1ts readers'

a L ]
approval, inzno way softened its tone as a result of these attacks.
*

The 'Doffble V' and 'fight for the right to fight' beca&e the wartime slogans

of the black preaa."85 Richard Dalfiumgﬁalso has concluded<that*€he "double
- - Al e
victory attitude' was "constantly displayed *1n Negro newgpapers throughout the

war."86 Historian Howard Sitkoff 1is unclear about when the Double V ended
but says the black press became less militant by the end of 1943, when it

shifted "much of its critical fire toward 'irresponsible’ bldcks advocating

hd - l) r] A
~
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g¢it-ingy/and civil d sobedience."s7
< . o
r . Even in adopting these histirians' methods for examining the Double .
_H (where newspaper stories that meﬁtioned the Double ¥V specifically were
combined ﬁ{th articles which only vaguely espoused its goals), the amount of .
Double V copy 1thhe Courier in 1943 ;as-a mé?eflrick;f compared to fhe first ///
\hhélf of 1942. Thiscan be preven without a deiailed Lnalysis by scauning the //
Courier foﬁ the first six months of each year. E“
! :3evera1 possible explanations éor the decline of the Courierzs Double s

Y caﬁbhign by October 1942 cah be dismisseda

A decreasing circulat’:ion. defdnitely wasn't the reason. The N.W.

13

Ayer & Sonsg Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals for 1942 shows that the

Courier had an average circulation for the fitst six months of 1942 of 141,525.88

, Cn
A year later, the circulation increased an amazing 34.7 percent to 190,684,
i

1]
-

according to Azer:s.ag
A drop in adveptising also can be dismissed. On Jan. 31, 1942, the
/
wveek before the Doyble V campaign begau,‘ﬁhe Courier ran 538% column inches of

ads. * After the ?ampaign began, the paper had lesgs advertising during 1942

only once-~-512/column inches on Sept. 5.
y . ) T ©
Likew{se, criticism of the Double V campaign in both the black and o

/
white press igghot a plausible explanation. With the exception of the Norfolk
-

*Journal, and Guide in 1942, the major black press (Chiuago Defender, Amsterdam

Starfﬁgws, Baltimore Afro-American and the NAACP's Crisis) never was critical

/
/9€ thé’CQUfief'S campﬁign. The Jo?rnal apd Guide, however, ran a sharply-yorded

editorial on July .4, 1942, that ebviously was directed at the Courier although ’,’

the Pittsburgh paper wasn't apecifically identified.

Some organizations and a few of our newspapers in the metropolitan
centers, now engaged in an increasingly militant campaign against
racial discrimination in employment and in the armed forces, are in




o

T

need of statesmanlike direction. ’

PN

Their drive is without clear objectivity. , . They are
creating’ the impression that they are engaged in an all-out

effort to integrate Negroes into the intimate soclal life '

*of the American white people, & thing that they are not give
ing any serious thought to, and something that is quite apart
from the question of economic opportunity and' civil rights for
Negro Americans. .
Much of this 1s due to the ineptness and inexperience of
- the men at the head of the several movements, and those who
own or direct the two or three newspapers 'that have laid tHem-
selves open to constant surveillance by the government, as well
as to attack fro gots and disciples of intolerance on the
other side, who are trying to create the impression that-the
o -whole Negro press is seditious, and tha§0a11 Negro leaders are
vold of the .qualities of statesmanship.
The Courier never noted the criticism.
E— . . N
The white press was far more vocal in attacking the Double V. The

» first notable attack was an editorial] in the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch

on April 25, 19A2ﬁ' The Courier was identified as one of those "belittling

America's war effort” while seeking a revoiution~§n longrestablished customs
\ . 2 y -

and practices. 'The small minority of Negroes who make such a revolution

the price of enthusiastic co-operation in’ their countr;'s fight-for survival

are their own and their race's warst enemies,” claimed the Times-Dispatch.gl

The Courier also ignored that .editorial. But it‘q1dn't ignere a

Westbrook Pegler column two days later in the New York World-Telegram.

-~
In a savage attack, he blasted the Courier and the Defender, calling them
"reminiscent of Hearst at His Worst im their sensationalism, and in their

obvious, inflammatory bias in the treatment of news they resemble such one-

-

sided publications as the Communist Party's Daily Worker and (Father)

' He concluded they were 'dangerous,'

Coughlin's Social Justice.'
. : r 2
The Courier qpsponded with a barrage of bitter editorials and columns.
Schuyler, for example, said blacks shouldn't be surprised by "such attacks
J N

from the journalistic Gestapo of American fascism,” who were only’dntetested




in keepiné blacks in "thelr place." -"Well, I can tell these gentlemen

4 ' . . . . .
right now," he continued, "that the closing qban of every Negro newspaper

-~

in the U.S.A. would bﬁugf no help to’white dupremacy. The old days of

scared, timid, lgnorant Negrues arfngone fore"ver."93 ;?‘ 5
. Other notgworthyu:ttacka agajnst the black press in 1?42h(but ﬁlth
x
a calmé? tone thén.Peg%er) were 1n the Virginia Quarter%? Revlew, The Atlantic
Monthly and the Saturday Review of Literature,:94 - ;
As noced.previOusly, Finkle helieqes criticism from whites had no \d

-

effect on the Double V in black newspapers outside of the South. He is

sufported by Frank E. Bolden, the only survﬁving news columnist or .news ,

editor from the Courler's 1942 staff (he was a columnist and a war

- 4

correspondent), who-recalled that the paper "welcomed" the publicity. "If -

they (the white press) got on it.(the Double V¥ ampaign), we knew we werg

"
attracting attention. ‘That's what we wanted them to do," he said.95

-

More subtle attempts to tone down the black\prgss, particularly

because of the Dgﬁigf v campalgn, came from the government. Early in 1942,
o |

[ L]

the FBI began lnvestigatingiblack newspapers and late in the year recormended
indicting some of the ;dit s for "sedition"” and "interference with the war

effort." P}esident Roosevelt refuéed.96 Meanwhile, the Courler, which was R

1

one of the papers under investigation, ran colurns and editorials throughout

1942 on the government threats to the blgck presg’ First Amendment rights,

N

Its views were summed up tn a May editorial which claimed that government

-

officlals wanted to suppress "all critical comnent since it ﬁermlts of only

one poi&k of view. Té the Negro press and public this trend cannot be

" viewed with_pomplacency."97 '

) |
. Historlans don't say whetésf a fear of governqent suppression frightened

"

any black editors into toning down the Double V. But Bolden supplied
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the answer for the Courier.
L4

Hell, no, the government pressure didn't cause us to back
off. We welcomed it. It helped sell more papers when we wrote
about 1it. We wanted Roosevelt to arrest one publisher for sedi-
tion and shut his paper dowvn. But he was too smart to do that.

He knew that would have given gome white newspapers, such as PH
and the New York Times, & chance to attack him.

%

Bolden said the FBI investigation was no secret. The agents came to
the paper "day in and day out"mgnd frequently went to lunch with the column-

' %\N ists and gditors. "They' 4 tell us to shut our mouths, you're hurting the
'war effort, and we'd just I;Lgh at them," he recal'led.99 ' '
Another possible explanation for the Courier cutting back on the Double
V campaign was a desire to improve black morale. Everyone agreed that it
was bad. in 1942, and the government's Office othacts and Figures became go
concerned that 1t called a special meeting of - bchk editors in Washington,

D.C., in March to discuss the problem. "It is amusing to see these people

(government officials) so panicky over a situation which they havé caused

»

“and which governmental policies maintain,' said the Courier. ". . . If the

Washington gentry are 'eager to .sée Negro morale take an upturn, they hawe

’ ~

only to abolish jim crowism and lower the cplor bar 19 every field and phase

of American life."100

The paper never retreated from.its belief that the
éovernment was to blame for bad black morale, not the press. Therefore,
morale could not have been improved by cutting back on the Double V campaign.
Bolden confirmed that this was the view of the Courier's editors.m1
So what expfainq the éramatic decline of fhe paper's Double V-campaign
in the last half of 19427 None of the columnists or editors left an answer
although several of them wrote autobiégraphies.l?z However, Sitkoff hinted

at an explanation when he wrote: ' "The war-time prosperity of the Negro

# @‘
-~y i ' .
middle class demended a movement that would conserve (black) gains, rather
than one that might undo the progress."m3 There was no queation that blacks

Sy

.
‘es
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made significant gains {n 1942, Among the most noteworthy were: Black

.

men were commissioned for the Pirst time in the air corps, marines and coast
égard, their status was upgraded in the army and navy and by September

thgy were figyting in the South Pacific and North Africa; black women were
accepted for the Women's Army Auxiliar? Corps; the Red Cross began collect-—
ing blood from blacks; and the; éegan;Geing hired in large numbers at
de%ense planté, largely because of government pressure on employers,

Bolden sgid it was these gains, and numerous spaller ones, which -

caused the Courier to virtually abandon the Doulble V in late 1942,

What else could we do? We had ocked on the door and got--
“ten some attention and so the editors said, "Let's concentrate
on whiat the people are doing." For example, why would I want to
read about the Double V when people are already working in a war
plant down the street? I wouldn't. These gains showed good
faith intentions by the government and other peoplg {those who
owned war plants) and we felt we should follow suit. . . .

. In other words, the Double V was like & roman candle. It
flared up, it did its work and thea it died down. It wasn't the
sole reason things opened up (in the armed forces and industry),

but 1t certainly woke people up, 104
?

As the Double V began to decline, the Couriler demonstrated its "good

%aith 1n;entions" by replacing campalgn materlal with positive articles and
plcture lgyouts about bla;k galps. -This is most noticeable in the full—paée
(oq\:garly full-page) layouts the Courier began running. The.daté% an sub-
jects of the layouts were: March 14: black air corps pilots; May 23, black
workers in defense plants; June 6, black shipvard workers; June 20, two
pages on the 93rd army division at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; July &, blacks In
the coast guard; July 25, black soldiers fighting around the world; Aug. 1,
black WAAC's at a Des Moines, lowa, training center; Aué. 29, black troops
in Trinidad; Sept. 5, black merchant marine seamen; and Sept., 26, black

women In defense planr.s.105 Some examples of plcture outlines are illustra-

tive of the new tone that slowly crept into the Courier:

')f‘

¥ [Ny

¥
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The 93rd Division is part of Uncle Sam's method of building .
up unexcelled fighting s;rengfa6for a battle against enemy forces.
Okay, Uncle Sam, we're ready!

These black men (in the defense plants) realize that they
have as much, or more, at stake than any ether group of people.
They know tHat democracy must survive, They know that democracy
is their only hope. And, becausk they are conscious” of these
things, they have rolled up their sleeves and are enthusiastically
helping in the developmént of America’s might. "Amegica first,
last and a}ﬁ?ys!” is their song as they work in the ars¢gmals of ~ -

democracy. . = N .

It is possible that there arge other reasons ng the demise of the

A .

Courier's Double V campaign of which Bolden was nqt aware.
- .

| Newspaper publishers génerally are condervative, and the Courier's

publisher may have been apprehensive not only about government survelllance
-

4

but what the Double V was doing to black morale. However, there was a

dilemma--to back down from the campalgn because of the pressure could have
, angered readers (as well as déstroyed staff morale at the paper) and resulted

in disastrous cigcﬁlation losses. Therefore, backing off the Double V

ostensibly to play up biackdgains was an ideal solution. ™

. Another possibility is that the decline of the Double V was linked to

war events. The Couriler's publisher may have felt 1t would hurt the black

cauge ultimately not to tone down the paper's criticism of the government

, as the country's war fortunes improved in 1942 and the U.S5. went onto th

»

e

of fensive militdrily. Th&s began with important naval victories in the

Sea and at Midway in May and June respectively, continued with the landing at
-

Guadacanal in August and concluded that year with the Allied invasion of

North Africa in November.

&

Finally, there's the enigma of why no explanation was given to the
readers for the campaign's decline. It's particularly puzzliné gince the
Courier considered the Double'V a shccess-—ZO0,000 members and 206 clubs by

Pid-summgr. With those figures, it's probable that the newspaper was making
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3 conglderable profit from its sale of Double V pins and stickers. However,

newspaper records are not available to confirm -this. 108 h

Bolden saidgthe Courier didn't explain the reasons for the decline
because "the readers understood what was happening and why. The Double V
had done its work. Why explain thatf It would be just a waste of time and
space.” He countered doubt about thm explanation by criticizing historians
for being unable to look at the Double V as blacks did in 19!42.Log

It seems more pno%able that no explanation was giﬁ%n simply because

the paper didn't want to publicize the campaign's decline and possibly anger

readers. This would explain why the Double V tapef%d off slowly from June
-

to October--it gave readers an opportunity to adjust gradually to the
Courier's new tone and thus remaipn satisfied. In fact,.the decline was so
S

slight frequently from week to week that some readers may never have been

aware of any change.
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