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Location: In Central America between Nicaragua and Panama.

Size: 19,700 square miles in area (slightly smaller than West Virginia).

i
>

Main Subdivi.tions:« 7 Provinces.

Oﬁczal Lartguagc Spanish.

.

s
Population: 2 mllhon (1976 estimate).

People: Predominately Spanish: other Europeans, mestizo. Negro, American Indian, Chinese.

\
Literacy Rate: 90 percent. ) o .

Religion: P\redominat('l;- Roman Catholic. f
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The Basic System o '

Historical Background

Costa Rica’s importance on’ the world scene s not

“* based on its size or its physical resources but on its

historic dedication to orderly constitutional govern-

- ment, democratic prificiples, and human rights. These

values are sustained and nurtured by an educational
system dedicated to the same goals. For years Costa
Rica has' claimed that it has more teachers than sol-
diers, more schools than barracks. Tangible evidence

for this claim can be found in its literacy rate of 90

percent one of the highest in Latin Amenca and in
its allocation of some 30 percent of its nationd] budget

~ to education. In a region where many countries have

"lacked political ‘stability and in a world,where the
trend toward. executive-type governments*appears un-
deniable, Costa Rica has continued stable and stead-
fast in its support of democracy and education.

Legal and Consﬁ?utfonal ‘Basis S

.The Constltutlon of Costa Rica lays down the fal-
" lowing basic prmcxples governing education in that
couritry:

Public education is an integrated process, correlat-
ing the vdrious cycles from preschool to unlvemty
Education is free in the general basic and dlver51ﬁed

- cycles (grades 1 through 12) and compulsory

from age 6 through 14.

Directioé of public édycation is the responsibility
of the Higher Council of Education (Consejo
Superior de Educacion).

" The autonomy of universities is guaranteed.

Educntional opportunities are to be “equalized

- through economic stimuli 4nd other types of
)

assistance. A
Private education is subject to.supervision by the
State.

The,Fundamental Law of Educatlon (Ley Funda-
mental de Edugacién—1 957) -sets forth the princi-
pal objectives of Costa Rican education, while the
Organic Law of the Ministry of Education (Ley
Orgdnica del Ministerio de Educacién Piéiblica—
1965) prescribes how the Ministry of Education

Q

&

system N .

Executive Decree No 3333-E of 1973 delineated a
plan .of action leading to qualitative changes in the
various cycles as well as administrative reforms until
1980. Called the Plan Nacional de Desarvollo Educa-
tivo (National'Educational Development Plan), it pro-
vided the rationale and framework for sweeping edu-

- - should be organlzqd to administer the educntlonalA

" cational reforms by (1) asserting the importance of {

education as an instrument of economic as well as cul-
tural development, (2) advocziting that education be-
come ‘more universally accessible, and (3) calling for
a parallel system of education to serye the needs of
those not served by the formal structure, partlcularly
in vocational training. Specifically, it recommended a

. general basic 9-year cycle of universal and compulsory

education to be followed by a 3-year diversified cycle

that would offer adolescents chaices in planning their

careers. [t called for expandlng higher education’facili-
ties to attend to demands of a rapialy increasing stuz
dent population and for decentralizing them to serve
regional needs.

The National Educational Development Plan viewed
education as an integral part of national development
plans.- It was a blueprint for action, and many of its
proposals have already beepn implemented, as will be
seen in the discussion of different aspects of the edu-
cation'system later in this publication.

Administration

Education policy at the national lével is determined
by the Higher Council of Education and.is executed by
the Minister of Education, whose principal function is
to carry out policies initiated by that body. The Minis-
try of Public Education is also charged with imple-
menting the constitutional and legal provnsxons relating
to education. Within the"Ministry specnﬁc functions are
delegz}t»d to general directorates for planning and
educational development, for academic educatior!, for
instructional activities and services. and for profes-
sional technical education. ' v

Implementation of the 1973 National Educational
Development Plan necessitated changes in the adminis-

6
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: tratiiiq"stmcturé' to bring about more effective liaison
among the national, regional, and local levels. To this

end, a ne;wor:k of 16 Direcciones Regionales de En-

sefianza (Regional Directorates of Instruction) was
created to insure that the system functioned eﬂecﬁvely
in both its administrative and technical aspects. These
regional directorates, which have charge of all educa-
tional activity in a given region, superseded Direc-
ctones Provinciales de Escuelas (Provincial Dirgcto-
rates of Schools),” whose responsibility was mainly
administrative. '

Financing

. oL ' "«L
Funds to administer the educational syst“emf are pro-
vided by the general national budget law. In 1976 the
education budget represented 29.2 percent of the na-

)]
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tional budget, an increas'é%"of 6.7 percent over the
percentage in 1971.} Not included in these percentages
are the extraordinary Kudgetlé for higher edutation in-
stitutions. #n addition to subsidies from the State and
municip“i"és, otfierysources of funds for education
come from*3la yte} of cattle (destace de ganado)
fines, rﬁts, sale of property, and a percentage of in--
* heritances, including a share of those not claimed.

»

.

As indica%?d%n the accompanying chart, the struc
ture of the education system consists of :

Structure }3‘

1. Aipréschp’ol legel of at least | year.

. ‘3 <q\ ' N
i
J Ministerio " Educacién Piblica. Informe Nacional:
Movimiento Edutativo: 1974—76. Anexo tres. ~
! e 3




Q

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

RIC

- . Rl N

). Goeneral basie (-dm‘ntmn ol 9 yoars, (Ilvl(l(-(l Into +'

\llua- cyeles of 3 yonu' duration eiteh, ’l‘lu‘x fivat

two cycles perform llm funetion of elemontary -

eduention, The thivd cyely mmplotm wstndent's
genernl education. Altheugh it aims to propare
(or lifo, itds not consideved terminal, since the op-

portunity remaink 0|wn to pumuc the next cyclu

37 A Toyeth (‘y(‘lo of 2 o 3 years' duration, known

as rlu- dwomﬂvd (yclo. oﬂ’umg choi(‘cq of sovu'xl
. Iettmq (ncmlamc), bmmesq, mduslry, und ugrl-
culture. . *

Higher education, which includes preparation of
varying duyation for profgssional careers.

-

] v ’
-Special education is intended for children and ado-
lescents whose ‘physical, mental, emotional, or sodjal
characteristics ave atypical: It requires nét only the wse

H

of specially adapted methods and materials ‘but also
the preparation qf teachers in that field. The aim is
to integrate special education with the regular system
where feasible. A report of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Memoria 1977, reveals that special eclucation is
an active and growing field. Among recent.develop-
ments are better diagnosis of atypical children. im-
proved orientation programs for parents, and upgrad-
ing of teacher qualifications through seminars, special
‘cotirses, angwother nyeans, including a visit by 12 teach-
crs of mentally retarded children to special education

proqmms in lhe State of Louistana.
H

.

Privatc E(l'ucat’ion

Private schools are authorized but are subject to in-

spection by the State. The Highér Council of Educa-
tion must approve their prograrrig of study, authorize
the award of certificates and titles that have legal valid-
ity, and exercise necessary vigilance to ensure the pro-
fessional qualifications of administrative and teaching
personnel. . -

The Fundamental Law of Education stipulates that

private schools be demgcratic in orientation and ad-

"mit students without distinction of race, religion, so-

cial position, or political creed.

Private education accounts for ofly a small part of
the total education enterprise (see table 1 ).
.Language of Instruction '

The language of instruction is Spanish. Private
schools using a foreign lancuage as the medium of in-

4 -

-

. N -

'

L ‘ !
ﬂll‘ll(‘.llyln are recuired to'give ot |(!i\ﬂj‘ hall of their in-
.- stenetionefn Spandsh,

Coursed in Closta Rican geog-
l.\phy and higtory are’to b tanght by Costa Rican na-
tionaly, und nnlv teadhers whose native languago s’
Spanish o to teach courses in Spanish,

Grading System - S

The fﬁllmvlng symbols with théir numerical equiva-
Jents are-used in the grading system for the general
hasw edueation cyeles: . o .

S—Sobrasaliénte (putstanding) : 100
N—-—Nf)tabla'(nnmblc) : 80

Suf. mSu/'ciuntu‘(-fuﬂklcnt)

I~Iruu/'cwnte (lnsuﬂictent) 'B(,low 60 -

ln the cycle of diversified cclucatlon the numerlcal

“seale of I'to 100 is used with 65 as a minimum passing

erade in any of the courses in that cysle, rather than
60 as in the first three cycles. _

In the Upiversity of Costa Rica, studefits are graded
on a scale of 0 to 10, with 7 ay the passing grade. The
following symbols are also used: ’

A. Curso Aprobado (course passed)—used only for courses
that do mnot carry credit and have no numerical value
in the grading system.

P. Reprobado(failed)—without a right to a special exam.
Genefalhy applies to courses with laboratory or other type
of participation where some reguirements are not ful-
filled. In the numerical scale the symbol P is equwalcnt
to¥. for purposes of calculating averages.

RJ. Retiro Justificado (justified withdrawal) —used when
the student is authorized to drop g course without: pen-
alty within deadlines specified in tz\e university calendar.

E: Escolaridad Ganada (condition)—used in cases where

- a student has not passed a course but has no marks below-

6. A gmde of E authorizes him to take further exams and
to énroll in the following coufse even thoygh thé cdurse in
which hé basanEisa prerequnsnte

.

Fnrollments : o

Since 196.) Costa Rica has experiencéd a declining

- birthrate, and further declines are predlgted, as shown

by these census-data for the birthrate. per 1,000 in-

ha!gitants: 2 . =
: .

Birth rate per

”'“éj’ ‘ ' 1,000 inhabitants

1960-65 . _____ —--- 45.31
1965-70
1970-75
1975-80

1980585

* Ministerio de Educacién Pablica. Memoria 1977, P. 26.

8 | .

'
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Dada for the population by age group abso show'a
eandual decling predieted, for the ner futirae: ?

1970
1975,
1080 (est,)
LO8H (eat,)

-1

wary

, RITIVAY)
347, 964
195, 551

Tt (02

12-14
years

137, i
164, 100
169, 980
150, 742

15-17 -

yoagt

T, 077
L, 100
166, 657
164, H16

An these data wonld suggest, m'\mllmunt.|u"‘m.*uulm
hivve cused sinee” 1975 du the 6 throwgl L Ao granp
(Cycles T and T1). Hawever, T is oxpected that the ®
high' Metheate poriod before 1965 will contime 1o

citige oo ineveise inonrolhuents for the uppor

prodes during the next fow yonrs, .

Fruoliment figgures for 1977 neo given in table | and
will be divcussedd more fully by level in the fQHowing
Pives, )

Table 1.—Numboer of schools and stucdlonts, preschool through Cyclo 1V,
. by levol or type: 1977

Total .

Kii\dcrm\ruzn“ .

Cycles I and 1. ..

Night schools for adults:
Cycles T and 1
Cycles TH and 1V

Schools

Students
Total Public Private Total Public . Private
4, 618 3, 480 132 534, 593 5113, 659 20, 944
46 1H 18, 971 17, 046 I, 925
2, 865 2, 798 67 367, 026 457, 217 9, 804
109 — 7, 596 7, 596 —
228 30 t41, 000 131, 800 ‘),‘2()()

Solirce: Ministerio e Educacién  Piblica. I'u/ormc Nacional. Conferencia General de la
UNESCQO. Sap José, Costa Rica: October 1978. Pp. 57-59.

’ibid. P. 28,

.



. Preschool Education

Preschool, or kindergarten, education isausunlly. of
Lyear duration, [ty énvollment hag mare than doubled
slneo 1971, but kindergartens continue to be mninly in
urhan aveas, From 1971 to 1977 the number of kinder-
gactons grew from 210 to 416; entolhuent increased
from 9,148 to 18,971 ; and the number of kindergarten
teachers incrensed from 279 to 598.¢ It is estimated
that the population of age 6 was 54,317 in 1977.5 As-
suming that the population of age 5 was near that num-
ber in 1977, kindergarten envollment in that year rep-
resented less than one-third of that group. Despite the
doubling of enrollment since 1971, it still lags behind

N

Educacién Pablica.

! Ministorio do Informe Nacional,
1978. Pp. 57-59.

’ Ministerio de Educacién Péblica.

>

Memoria 1977. P, 30.

—
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the goals of the Nationnl Educational I)uvuﬂ)pment
Plan, which L)()Hlllll\l(t(l 20,000 in 1975 and,_ 30,000 n
1980, with The major expansion to come in raral areas,"

‘The objectives of kindevgarten education are stated .
in the Fundamental Law of Education as (ollows:

. To protect the health of the child aud stimulate his/
her harmenic physical dovelopniont,

2, ‘T'o encourage the formation of good habits.

3. To stimplate and guide solf-oxpression,

4. To caltivate esthotic sontiments,

5. T'o develop attitudes of comnradeship and cooperation.

6. To fagilitate the expression of the child’s inner-world.

7. To stimulato the development of the capacity of observa-
tion.

° Ministerio de Educacién Pablica. Plan Nacional de

Desarrollo Educativo, 1974. Pp. 41-42,

10
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General Basic Education

The term generval baste edneation is used to deseriho
the fivat threa cyeles, ench of 3 Yeirs” duration, which
ave compulsory, Tlementary édnention (‘f‘"“»"}l"‘{“

 frimaria) mud secondary edueation (ensedianza medin)
“have been replaced by a total of four eyeles, the first
. two covresponding to what was coitmonly known as
clementary edueation and the Tatter two, to secondary
echueation, Teacherd in the third cycle are still iden-

tified as secondary teachers oven though that cycle now .

forms an integral part of general hasic education,
The first two cycles are usually taught in their own
buildings, separate from oth(;r cy(:clcs, or in conjunction
with the third cycle. The content of the second cycle
has been changed somewhat to articulate with the third
cycle since the great majority of pupils continue their
studies at that level. The third cycle has tended to be-
come less diversified and more an extension of the gen-
eral education of the first 6 years. )

Cycles I and IT

Elementary education includes the first two cycles of
general basic ‘education and accounts for over two-
thirds of the enrollment below the postsceondary level
(not including spécinl and nonformal education).

The goals of élementary education are stated in the
Fundmental Law of Education. Many of these extend
goals specified for the preschool level, as in the,areas of
health, personality, habits, attitudes, and es‘t{xetic ap-

* preciation. Others clearly reflect the national goals of
preparing effectively functioning citizens in a demo-
cratic society. Examples are: ' o
I. To promote the development of a healthy social life, a
willingness to work for the common good, and the affir-
mation of the democratic character of Costa Rican life.

2. To prepare,din accord with democratic principles, for a

just, stable, and elevated family and civil life.
3. To prepare for the world of work and cultivate a socio-
economic, understanding. i

4. To cultivate spiritual, moral, and religious sentiment,
and encourage the practice of good habits accordin;\o
-Christian traditions.

The curriculum for the first two cycles includes the )

following subjects: language and social studies,
sciences and mathematigs, esthetics (art, music, dance,

driva), practical activities, religion, and optiongl ac-
tivities, Practical activities ineluda indugtvial avts, fam-
ily life edueation, agviewlge, and physieal edueation,
Optional activities inchudo gronp actlvities nnd “demo-
cvatie participation.”

JThe school week consists of 26 hours of elassroomn
work. Tu schools with doubla sossions this tinw schedule
it ndjusted. No fixed time i designated for each sub-
“jeet avea, ach m:hoo.l determines time allocition, with
the approval of the regional directorate, according to
local conditions. : g

In- two-teacher schools it is récommended that
teachers interchange classes, one teaching science and
mathematics, and the other, language and social
studies. )

The Fundamental Law of -Education specifies the
criteria and standards of promotion for both public
and private schools. Based on a scale of 100 to 1, 60 is
a passing grade. Promotion from the second to the
third year and from the fifth to the sixth year is based
on cumulative grades made in each cycle. In effect,
promotion is both on a yearly and cycle basis. Upon
completion of the second cycle, the student receives a
certificate. . .

The Ministry report Informe Nacional of October
1978 to the General Conference of UNESCO,deline-

« ates certain enrollment trends for 1971.through 1977
in Cycles I and II. Enrollments increased from 356,143
in 1971 to a peak of 373,901 in 1973 before declining

- to 367,026 in 1977.7 The percentage of enrollménts in
private schools varied from 3.6 to a peak of 3.8 in
1973 and then declined to 2.7 in 1977; the decline
after 1973 was due mainly to the fact that schools
maintgined by banana companies passed ifito public
hands when these companies abandoned certain zones.
JFirst grade enrollment declined from 69,576 to 63,327
from" 1971 to 1977, reflecting the declining birthrate.
The number of teachers in Cycles I and II in 1977 was
12,500, with an average of 28.6 pupils per teacher.
Night schools for adults, which operate at the Cycle I

? Enrollment figures for Cycles I and II include children
under 6 and over 11, and thus are higher than the figures for -
the 6 to 11 age group even though not all in that age group
are enrolled.

7
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A B levels, inereased Ty wimher from 72 (0 109 from
17000 1977, bt envallinents shawed o slight decling
Drony R Hn 1971 0 7,596 1 1077,

Fable b oahows o tdad of 67,090 miially enrolled
e Cyelos Uand T8 1997 O these, 5,929 were in
awhan iattiions Uglike: bidergaten sotlinent,
whith o predomiately neban, entolments u Cyeloy |
and FLoave minly vueal, vatlecuog the geogiaphical
disteibution of the countiy'y population. San Josd o
the duby vity with a population af moee tian 100,000
For the most part, the popadition in wislely seattored,
with no nialve movigyents toward a fow urban cone
lers an i sote other Latn American counties 1e-
aplte the disperaed laracter ol (lmpu[%lnlmu, sehoods
sevve all b small percentage of the age yroup 6
theough 11, axshown by data for 1971 through 1976 7

Percont

197%° . 99,
1074 ~ -0y
1974 ' U
1976 . 04 4

The dropout rate from Cyveles T oand FE s remark-
ably low  En 1969 it averaged shelitly more than 5 per-
cent, and plang call for,a substantial reduction in that
figure by 1980

Of particular concern is the lavge number of one-
teacher schools. Many of these are staffed by teachers
called aspirantes (ie., “aspiving” teachers). who lack
certification. A questionnaire  study  that sainpled
teachers’ opinions in the 943 one-teacher schools in
1973 found that their major problems were lack of
adequate teaching materials and need for more as-
sistance in the areas of administration, teaching tech-
nigues, evaduation, and  community-school relation-
ships.'' To alieviate these problems and to improve
supervisory services to rural schools, a program known
as “nuclearization” was begnn in 1975 in two regions.
Fhis entailed grouping rural schools around a “nu-
clear” school, thepeby nmaking wore efficient use of
teachime naterials and supervisory and other support
services, The plan is to expand nuclearization grad-
ually to other revions with the hope that rural schools,
which often stand at the margin of educational ad-

vances, will be hroucht into the mainstrean.

' Ministerio de Fducacion Poblica
Lo Aprit 1978, Cuadros 3 and 9
! Ministerio de Fducacion Pablia
" Ministerio de Fdueacion
Desarrollo Educativo. P, 45,
" Ministerio de Educacion Pablica.
Escuelas de Maestro Unico April 1975

Bolétin Fitadistico No

Memaornia 1977 P 30
Pablica  Plan Nacional de

Investigacion sobre

P12

8

Cyele 11T

Fhe progiasy of Cvele TEE conpds ont the 9 years of
genortal haaic cdsicaton. Comaiderabide atiention is given
o vneatinnal sends ot adolescents who will ontey (he
wordd ol work o tole b ther tecgeal Torining Costa
Rica ta onee oF ahe st Latto: Amedean comntries 1
Winhibde o prangrane o educntionid sod vocationad guid-,

. \ , e
ancewhiel tuanetions mialy i this evele. The e
conhurn b gendrab stiudies . Cyle T woaa Tollogs;

N Paric® par fogek
Votul ) K
Hpantah T4
Hoekl adios ) ' 1
g lish s i
French ' K
Mathenmutics ‘ 9
Seilence h
Dnchasirial avts or famity tifw edivagion . ]
Plastie arts . ' i
Music R 2
Plhiysical education 9
Religion N |
Optional activities )

*Periods are usually 40 minures tong

Fvaluation of student performance is a continuing
and cumulative process throughout the cyele. If there
are deficiencies at the end of the cycle, a pupil may.
have to.spend a semester or a year in remedial work,
without repeating courses in which h(-‘lh:\s-(lonc satis-
factory work. Fvaluation is conceived as a means of
arding the pupil, rather than as a procedure of deter-
mming who should pass and who should fail.

An alternafive to the regular program of general

studies in Cyele T is o technical program begun in

1970 Tes purpose is to help young people enter the

world of work in their communities by providing train-
mg in agriculture in rural areas, crafts in certain urban
areas, and domestic industries for women in both areas.
Fhis technical track, composed of general and voca-
tional courses, leads to a certificate of aptitude, but
students inav continue in the diversified cvele. Sehools
offering the technical program are situated conveni-
ently to those offering Cveles I and 1. Boarding fa-
cilities are provided when necessary. By 1980, about
FE pereent of the total enrollment in Cycle TIT was
expected to be in technical schools. The pxpansion of

PR . . -
technicdl schools, however. depends on available fi-

P Ministerio de Educacion

Desarrollo Educativo. P, 25

Publica Plan Nacional de
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nancmg, smoe they are more costly than the general
education schools of the third Lyclev”
‘Upon completing the third cycle, a student receives

.a certificate attesting to the level and type of program

completed. This leads to *admission to the next cycle
or entry into the world of work.
Cycle III enrollment comes mainly from the age

. group,12 throutrh 14. Not only has this group expanded

rapidly, bu.t aw increasing percentage is enrolled, as
the following 1ﬂustrates 14

¥ Ibid. P.41.

“(M}nistcrio de Educacién Publica Memoria 1977

p 29"

1972 1976
Enrolliment in C‘yclc Ir............. 74,197 102, 738
Population 12 through 14 ............ 148, 420 164, 847
Percentage enrolled ... ... .o L 49.9 62.3

3

Plans called for increasing the perce?itagg of the age
group 12 through 14 enrolled to 78 percerit by 1980
in order to work toward the goal of compulsory educa-
tion through age 14.1%

® Ministerio de
Desarrollo Educativo

Educacién Publica  Plan Nacional de

P. 40.
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Cycle IV, which completes fecondary education, is .

a diversified cycle of 2 or 3 years’ duration that offers
a stucent the followipg choices of programs:

t. Sciences and letters (academic)
2. Finc arts—2 years’ ‘duration

3. Technical—3 years’ duration
4. Health—no information or duration
5. Media~—~no information on duration

—2 years’ duration

i The plans of study for each of the first three pro-
@rams in the diversified cycle are presented in tables
2, 3, and 4. Each of these three programs has three
nuclei: One that is “common” to all students in the
program, one in the specialty, and the third in subjects
that are considered “complementary” to the specialty.
In the fine arts program, specialization is offered in (1)

Cycle IV, The Diversified Cycle °

music, (2) drama, and (3) dance, ballet, and plastic
arts. The technical program offers specializations in
industrial, commercial (business), and agricultural
areas. Official publications contain no curricular de-
scription of the health and media specializations, which
were authorized recently and therefore have not been
implemented in the schools.

Evaluation and promotion standards for the diversi-
fied cycle are contained in Decree No. 4822E, issued
by the President of the Republic on May 8, 1975. To
enter the diversified cycle, a student must have satis-
factorily completed all courses in the third cycle.
Promotion in the fourth cycle is from year to year and
subject by subject, rather than by cycle. The grading
scale is 1 to 100 with 65 the minimum passing score.

Table 2. —Number of weekly lessons in the diversified cycle, sciences

and letters program:

Nucleus/subject

Grand total

Common:
Total

Spanish |
Social studies |
Mathematics 1
Sciences | }.
Foreign language
Sociology
Philosophy
Optional 3
Specialty, total

Complementary :
Total .

Art (music, plastic arts)
Physical education
Group activities
Religion

1977
10th yr. 11th yr.
39 38
29 28
4 4
3 3
1 3 3
7 3
4 4
3 —
— 3
5 8
4 4
6 5

—_—_ N N
—_— e N2

tIn the 10th year, four lessons in chemistry and three in physics; in the 1l1th year, three in

physics.

?In the 10th year, a student elects one of the following four courses: Spanish 2, social studies 2,
mathematics 2, and sciences 2 (a laboratory course). In the 11th year, a student elects two of the same
four courses, with four lessons per week in each course; sciences 2 is a physics course.

Source

10

Adapted from Ministerio de Educacién Pablica. Informe Nacional 1977. Anexo cuatro.

4
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. ~ Table 3.—Number of weekly lessons In the diversified cycle, fine arts program: }977

>
b

Nuclcus/subject 10th yr. 1 k(h yr.
Grand tota]. . ..ot i et e e e 50 50
T
Common: p
BOtal. . . [ 2@ 24
1
Spanish........... .. , 4 N 4
Social StUdies. . . . .. ... # 4 4
Mathematics 4 4
Sciences. . ‘ 5 5
Foreign language ! . i 4 4
Philosophy . . =y 3 3
Specialty : /
Total . . 20 20
e Theory of the arts. . 10 10
Practical arts . 10 10
Complementary, total ? . 6 6

' English or Ttalian.

1 Includes *“group activities and democratic participation’ with courses in physical education®
religion, gardening, horticulture, class advisory, etc.

Source: Adapted from Ministerio de Educacién Pablica. Informe Nacional 1977. Anexo cuatro.

Table 4.—Number of weekly lessons in the diversified cycle, technical program: 1977

Nucleus/subject 10th yr. 11th yr.

12th yr.
Grand total 42 42 42
Common:

Total 18 12 12
Spanish . 3 2 2
Social studies 3 2 2
Mathematics 3 3 3
Sciences ! 6 3 3
Foreign language 3 2 2

Specialty, total . 20 26 30
Complementary :

Total. . 4 4 —
Art. . 1 1 —
Physical education ! 1 —
Religion . 1 ! —
Group activities 1 [N —

e - — - o e — .
! In the 10th year, three lessons in physics and three in chemistry g

Source: Ministerio de Educacién Publica. Informe Nacional 1977 Anexo cuatro.
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In determining grades, a percentage value is asslgncd
to the followmg in all nuclei:

’ Percent
Assignments \\/. 20,
Work in class, shop, laboratory________________ 20
Short tests.

A comprehensive semester test (theoretical and
functmnal)

30

Students who fulfill all requirements receive from
the Ministry of Education either an academic certif-
icate specifying level of achievement if they have com-
pleted the science and letters program or a middle-
level diploma indicating the branch of study selected
and the speciglization within that branch if they have
completed any of the other pxoqrdm} The aim of these *
evaluation standards and procedures is to guarantee
some quality control among the graduates from thjs
cycle, the last before entering higher education or a
vocation.

Official publications usually combine Cycles 111 and
IV in reporting statistical data. The Ministry of Pub-
lic Education’s Informe Nacional of Qctober 1978 pro-
vides the most recent data on the current sitnation and
trends since 1971. Enrollments are broken down as
follows: Académica diurna (academic. day schools),
(academic night schools), and
The academic category in-

/

académica nocturna
térnica { technical schools .
cludes enrollments in the general education pgogram

-

0

of Cycle IIT and the sciences and letters program of
Cycle IV. The technical category groups together the
technical students in both cycles and the fine arts stu-
dents in Cycle IV without a breakdown into subcate-
gories. (The new health and media programs were not
.yet m eration.) :

ed shows that from 1971 to 1977 the number
of public Cycle III and IV (secondary) schools in-
creased markedly, while the number of private schools

and students declined. Although enrollment in aca-~

demic day and night schools increased by more than
50 percent from 1971 to 1977, technical enrollment
nearly quadrupled. Dropout rates declmed sngnlﬁ-
cantly from 1971 .to 1977, although remammg reld=
tively high in academic night schools.

Secondary technical education data for 1977 are as

follovi§ne S
" Students Schools
Total . 127,893 " 68
¥
Agricultural 18, 339 49
Industrial and coinmercial 9,554 19

'Ibid. The enrollment of 27,893 is at variance with the
total of 27.1 thousand reported in table 9. No explanation
was given for the discrepancy.

—_—

" Ministerio de FEducacién de Piblica
P.o141

Memoria 1977

8

Table 5.-—Number of schools and students and percentage bf dropouts in

Cycles 1]l and IV combined:

1971
——
Students Schools
Total 85, 500 142
Academc (dav) 60, 300
Academic (night) 18, 000
Technical 7. 200
Public-
Total 74. 200 101
Academic (day) 51, 000
Academic fmghti 16, 800
Technical 6, 400
Private:
Total 11. 300 41
Academic (day) 9, 300
Academic fnight) 1, 200
Technical 800
Source: \linisterio de Fducacion Pablica

UUNESCO  San José, Costa Rica

b
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October 1978, pp

Informe

1971 and 1977

Percent-
age of
dropouts

Percent-
age of
dropouts

Students Schools

228
. 500 5.8
. 700 13. 0
100 6o

7.4

- 142, 700 198
86,
29,
26,

400
500
800

. 600
8, 100 -
L 200

300 -

Nacrona! Conferencia General de la

37, 50
6
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Of the 49 schools that were agricultural, 9 were In-
stitutos de Capacitacion Agropecuaria (Institutes of
Agricultural Training) at the Cycle IIT level. Of the
19 that were industrial and commercial, 5 were desig-
nated as Institutos de Capacitacion Técnica Industrial
(Institutes of Technjcal Industrial Trainipg) at the

Py

Cycle III level Techniéal enrollment reprcsente&
about 23 percent of the total cnrollment at the sec-
ondary level (Cycles 111 and IV). Given the needs for
technically trained people in a developiitg economy,
it can be expected that.technical education will receive
incrgasing emphasgis.

‘

Y
®

%

[}
s‘}
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Parallel to the formal system exists 4 nonformal
system ( parasistema) , intended’ particularly for adults.
Provision is made for interchange between the systems.
At the level of Cycles I and II, thete are night schools,
a system of open schooling (escolaridad libre) to qua-+

Alfy for diplomas and certificates, multipurpose rural
‘centers (centros polivalentes rurdles), and functional '
“edutation and literacy training projects. At the Cycle
IT level there are Saturday schools and music instruc-
tion. At the level of Cyclés ITI and IV there are night
schools, multipurpose rural and urban centers (centros
polivalentes rurales y urbanos), open schooling, func\

; Ce .The.Paral‘Iel System

tional education and literacy training, special programs *.

|
v

14

2
of the National Institute of Apprenticeship, and basic
music studies. All are pfgyided-under public auspices.
The private sector also affers opportunities fof adult
study in commercial, technical, and craft subjects.

Through the parallel system, adujts may qualify for
a certificate by completing a program called Educacién
Bdsica por Suficiencia (B&lc Edugation by Suf-
ficiency), considered the equivalent of completion of,
Cycles I and II, or hy earning the Bachillerato por
Madurez (Diploma by Maturity), conside jed the equi-

- valent of the certificates or dnplomas awarded after

completion of Cycles III and IV in the formal system.

-



_ History . .
Higher education in Costa Rica does not have a long
_ yhistory. The oldest of the present- -day universities, the
~ University of/Costa Rica, was founded in 1940 follow-
ing a series of events dating back to 1814, when the
Casd de Estudios de Santo Tomds {House of Studies
of Saint Thomas) was founded. In 1843 this institu-
tion became the Universidad de Santo Tomds de Costa
Rica, which was abolished in 1888. Only the School of
Law continued to operate and to this were later added
-other pmfeSsronal schools. When the University of
Costa Rica was founded in 1940, it assumed responsi-
bility for all higher education and remained the only
higher education institution until 1968, when the
Escuela Normal Nacional Superior (National Higher
Normal School) was established. Since then, social,
ecopomi¢, and demographic'changes have increased the
demand -for trained personnel in other specialties. In
1971 the Instituto Tecnolégico de osta Rica (Tech-
Institute of Costa Rica—ITCR)
. founded, to be followed 2 years later at Heredia by the
[niversidad Nacional (National University—UNA),
r which the National Higher Normal School was the

nologxca[ was

’

v orrgmal institution.

Since 1973 two other institutions have been added.
A private university, the Autonomous University of
Central America (Universidad, Auténoma de Centro
América—UACA) began operation in 1976, and in
1977 the State University at a Distance (Universidad
Estatal a Distancia—UNED) began operation, but
with a different concept for providing higher educa-
tion (to be discussed later). From a single university in
1968, higher education has evolved into a complex of
five universities, four public and one private.

This- rapid expansion ha} created a need for greater
'(\:oo'r_dination and cooperation among the higher edu-
cation institutions. To that end, a National Council
of Rectors (Consejo Nacional de Rectores—
CONARE) was founded in 1975. The publications
of that organization have provided the data for much
of this sec’tion on higher education, e;ccept for facts

| I-iigljer Education .

concerning \the two most recently established "iniver'
sities, whose rectors were not members of that councxl
at of 1979. '

Other institutions besides the five mentioned offer
higher education studnes»-up to the bachelor’s degree
level. All require a certificate of completxon & sec-
ondary studies for admission. Together they consti-
tute the parallel system of higher educatlon “which will
be discussed later in this sectxon

s
[}

Admissions

\In general; to be admitted to publ% institutions of
higher education, a student must have a diploma in-
dicating completion of Cy(‘(c IV, pass an admiss o
examination, and provnde evidence of good healtH
addmon to these general requlrements a student must
meet whatever specific requnrements may be stipulated
by each institution for admission to a particular area
of study. )

Admission policies dre dictated pattially by economic
and social demands. Consideration is .gilven to overall
development plans in which the training of profes-
sional leaders plays a key role, to the capacity of the ‘
country to absorb pro-fessiqnals n various categories;
to the country’s limited reSources to finance expanded
higher education faeilitie/se, and to the riumber of grad-
uates of Cycle IV who desire to pursue higher educa-
tion. It is part of Costa Rica’s democratic tradition to
maximize ggcess to higher eé‘gcation. (In 1976, a Spe-
cial Fund for Financing Higher Education was cre-
ated by law. This fund was distributed in 1977 as
follows: UCR, 66.04 percent; UNA, 22.52 percent,
and ITC, 11.44 percent.)

Mindful of these considerations, the National Coun-
cil of Rectors in its National Plan of Higher Education
for the period 1976 to 1980 recommended that:

1. An average of 85 percent of Cycle IV graduates be
admitted. (About 19,000 applications for admission are
expected in 1980.)

2. The number of new students admitted to the main
campus of the University of Costa Rica be limited to
4,600 per year.

{ 15
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3. The Technological Instxtutc admit about 5 percent of
- the graduates of Cycle IV each year. ,
. The un‘/amty regional centers admit mamly those from
the regions being served. .
5. The National University admit the. rcmamdcr of the 85
*  percent Cycle IV graduates to be admitted.

Thcse‘recommendati'qns appear somewhat ambitious
considering that total enro]lment in postsecondary ed-
ucation was less—than 43,000 in 1976. Rapid increase

k\’ of the age group 18 through 25 will continue to exert
_ ‘pressure for expanded faciljties.

4

 Enrollment Trends )

In 1976, enrollment in postsecondary education was

" 42,282 students, of whom 36,562 (86.5 percent) were

in the formal system and 5,720 (13.5 percent) in the
parasystem. The formal system at the higher education
level is defined to include those institutions qualified
by law to offer the bachelor’s, licentiate, master’s, and
doctor’s degrees. The parasystem includes those insti-
tutions that offer only the bachelor’s and lesser de-
greespIn 1970, the total number enrolled in higher edu-
catign was 18,170, of which 87.4 percent were in the
forrZa] systém. Overall enrollment more than doubled
‘from 1970 to 1976. A breakdown of enrollment among

the three public CONARE institutions in 1977
shows: 7

Number Percent

Total . . . . ’ 38,811 100. 0

University of Costa Rica. 28, 378 73'\1

National Upiversity. e 9, 180 23.7

. Technological Institute of Costa Rica. 1,253 3.2

&

.

Regional university centers attached to the above
institutions have grown rapldly from 188 students in
1968 to 5,603 in 1977. (Fx‘rollment figures for the cen-
ters are included in the tabulatldn.) The percentage
‘of the age group 18 to 25 attending universities in-
creased from 5.8 to 10.9. The increase in the number
of university professors ( full-time equivalent) from 325
in 1970 to 1,987 in 1977 was more than 500 percent.

Expansion Plans

The rapid expansion of university enrollment
prompted the three CCONARE universities (UCR,
UNA, and ITCR) to seck a loan of $30 million in

"CONARE. Proyectn
1977. 1I, 22-23.

FEducacién  Superior/BID. July
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_ &gy
not earn the hold'ers/thed/xstmé{’ ;,{

1977 from the Inter-American Dcvi:lopmcnt Bank to

modernize the higher education system in tefms of de-
velopment needs. In support of the loan request, which
was approvcd CONARE presented elaboraté statis-
tical data on the status of higher education and plans.

for the future. The loan was to be used to help decen-

trallze lus;her education by creating more regional
centers that would offer _programs geared to the neéds
of each region, partlcu_larly in agricultural and tech-
nical vocations., Part of the loan was to be used for
administrative installations and library services in
UCR; for construction of a university city in Heredia,
headquarters of UNA, and a regional center in San
Isidro attached to UNA; and for establishment of, a-
regional center in San Carlos attached to ITCR as well

as educational installations in Cartago, the mam site, -

of ITCR.

Degrees and Titles *

Three levels are used to categorige a
of study: Pregrado, grado, porgra 0 (,

9

CO I'SCS

rce 1ﬁ1\§{i‘-
ficlir
u ﬁ?g a%iyo"

“t /yl;n%h do

g con‘sp ered

graduate degree, graduate degr.
those courses of study of shqt
tas) for which dxplomas 'fﬂfy’/

grees, nzlciude the
)/ whxéh is given after
years and the licencia-
tura (licentiate), which is glven n'brmally after a total
of 5 ygars of postsecondary s/tudy Graduaté degrees are
the;}: (master’s), whlch usually requires 2 years
beyond the bachelor’s degree, and the doctor’s degree,
which demands 1 or 2 years of study beyond the mas-

professionalk. Undérgra iﬁate/
bachillerato \ (bachelor’s degre
a course of study, usually of*

aestria

ter's. Titles merely indicate the area of professional
c'ompctcncc, such as profgsor de ensefianza media
(secondary teacher) or ingeniero civil (civil engineer).
In their diplomas, institutions decide according to their
own criteria whether to emphasize the title or the de-
uree level.

At the end of short courses (carreras cortas), which
have a minimum of four gemesters and are terminal
in nature, the Council of Rectores (CONARE) rec-
ommends that students be designated as diplomados
(diploma holders) rather than tecnicos (téchnicians)
or some other title commonly used at the secondary

level or in the parallel system.'?

" CONARF. Nomenclatura de Grados y Titulos en la Fdu-
cacién Superior. September 1977 I17:819.
" Ibid. VI 7.

N
3
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Credlt rcqulremems for various eourses of study are;” "Onc .:xdvantaqe of the general studjes pipgmm the

mch('xtcd belo viEeo e o7

1

£ ﬁ'{ t year is that it perrhits a more mature cholcé of a

\ . k : . Cred‘mi'i \bprofessxonal eareer for those who are undecided.

Extension and tr'umnz‘
Short courses (carreras corta:) ___________ .._’
Bachelor’s degree_: .
.. Licentiate (leyond bachelor’s)
.I\gstcr s (beyond bachelor’s)

=

i

Doctoral (beyond bachelor‘s)___\___.s ______ ‘ 320

m‘giz

The, Umvcrsnty of Costa Rica ( UC.R)

.The largest z\nd oldest unnersnty with about 75 per-
cent of total umversm enroliment is the University of
(osta Rica. Its main campus is | cated in_Ciudad
Universitaria Rodrigo Facio in San‘?]o ¥ part of a
moveinent to de(entrahzc educational- fgkilities, it es-
tablishedl the follomng Centros Reg:on les (reglonal
centers) : . .

4 PO

Centrof &:gmnat;dc Occidente in the provmcc of Alajuela .
Centro*Regionalvde Guanacaste
. Centro Regional del Atlantico in the province of Cartago
]

U'CR’s a@ng]emlc program is. orgam?ed around five,

arcas: arts '1nd letters, basic sclenCCS, social sciences,

engme(};nq aricharchitecture, a
of thesé areas arc\%acultaglc: co ges , with their com-
ponept schools and™institutes. Of the total enrolliment
of 28378 in 1977, the compgncm with the largest en-
rollment was the} School of General Studies, with 3,064
students, hls,xs @xplqmcd by the fact that 1 year of
general studies forms the base for many academic pro-
grams. Next in order of enrollment were_the College
.of Engineering, with 3,163; the College of Social

?

health Within each”

Scienceg, with 2,970 the College of Economic ‘}tnences 5,

with 2,720 and the College of Education, with 2,005.
The facultades of medicine, odontology, and-law had
enrollments of 942, 602, and 1,344 students, respec-
tively. The three regional centers accounted for a tatal
of 4,312. In 1977. UCR granted 2,307 ‘degrees a‘nd
diplomas. .

The purpose of the general studies program, which
students pursue the first year, is to provide them with
a humanistic cultural background that would be useful
in any career. Courses include Spanish, fundamentals
of plnlosop? ., and hlstorv of the culture. In addition,
students ard expected to develop a critical conscious-
ness about national and Latin American problems.
Sports and esthetic activities, for which ne credit is
given, are also a required corfiponent of general studies.

" Ibid. Cuadro No. 7.1. A credit is defined by the National
Council of Rectors as a unit of scholastic work equivalent to
3 clock hours per week for 15 weeks applied to an activity
supervised, evaluated, and approved by the professor.

“
&

_45 Qc

¥ 20411@?

‘Tuition costs are based on semester
The charge per. credit hour.in 1977 was 125 “colones *
(about $14.64 U.S.) for Costa' Ricans and’358.35.

u

redit hours. '

coloncs (341 96.US.) for foreigners for each. credit*

hourup téa nn\xmum of 12. Since many Costa Rican
stjidents- coine from families of modest means, loans
.and schol'\rsh’xps are available to help equalize educa-
tional opportumty o,
To secure adinissiorr to UCR, studems must have a ,
“certificate of completion of Cycle IV or its equiva-
lent, pass a test of academic aptitude, submit to a

medicql" examinztion to assure their health status, and

‘present grades for Cycle IV. A student’s advancement
in a chosen specialty depends on. passing each. course
with a minimum grade of 7 on a scale 6f 1 to 10 and
on his or her overall avcrage

University professoss are ranked as follows: Instruc-
tor, Adjunct Professor, Associate Professor, and Full
Profcssor (catedrdtico).
followlnq showb the number in each category in 1977:

o R PR 1, 109
Bachelor's ____________________ ,é/_‘ __________ 96
Licentiate O S S 825
Master’s _______________ . 70
Doctorat _________________ [P 118

- 4

The licentiate degree was by far the most common

- level of preparation, while the doctorate was held by’

slightly more than 10 percent.

The National Uni_yersiry

U niversidad Nacional (UNA), an ‘autonémous in-
stitution created by law in 1‘)73 incorporated the Na-
tional Higher 'Normal School in its central head-
quarters in Heredia, a short distance from San José.
Normal schools functioning at that time in Liberia and
Pérez Zeledén have become regional centers attached
to UNA.

The program is organized around 5
facultades (colleges) in which are grouped 15 schools,
2 institutes, and 6 departments. The 5 facultades are
as follows: -

academic

Philosophy &nd Letters
Social Sciences

Exact and Natural Sciences
Scicnees of the Land and Sea

Health Sciences 4

T'he School of Education belongs to the Facultad of
Philosophy and Letters, while a School of Veterinary

17
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Medicine belongs' to the Facultad of Health Sciences.
A Center of General Studies coordinates the general
studies offerings .of the ﬁrst year, which is required
for most academic’ programs and therefore has heavy
enrollment. -

Total enrollment in UNA increased from 3,584 in
1973 to 9,180 in 1977. Enrollment for 1977:

Percent

Enroliment

Total. ... .............. ... "9, 180 100. 00
Center for General Studies 3, 821 41. 62
Philosophy and Letters. . . ... . I, 686 18. 37

. Exact and Natural Sciences. . . .. 216 2.35
Health Sciences. ... . .. o . 123 .34
Social Sciences. .. ... ... . 1, 686 18. 37
Sciences of Land and Sea. . . ... . 536 5. 84
Regional centers. .. ....... ... ... 1, 112 12.11

Notable are the high enrollments in philosophy and

letters (which includes education) and in the social

sciences, compared with the other science areas.

A Council of Admissions determines the number of
students to be admitted each year. Directors of Cycle
1V schools are asked to nominate a number of prospec-
tive students on the basis of grades and interest in
UNA. From these nominations a list is compiled of
potential enrollees, who are then interyiewed by pro-
fessors of UNA «at. their schools. About 5 percent of
the nominees are selected. By this proceddre UNA can
assure¢ the admission of students of limited resources

"and from all backgrounds, especially thosé})from rural

and marginal urban areas. For 1978, UNA had to limit

« . 1
-its admission to 1,500 students because it Jacked fa-

cilities to accommodate more. In 1976, more than half
the students came from families with a monthly in-
come of 2,000 colones (about $234 U.S.) or less. Fur-
thermore, -over half the.students came from families
of 6 to 11 persons, and 30 percent of the students’
fathers were unskilled workers. These data are evi-
dence of efforts to secure a broad representation of the
society at large.

Tuition costs are based on credit hours, with a maxi-
tmum charge per credit of 125 colones ($14.63 U.S..
Other expenses include a prematriculation fee of 35
colones ($4.10 U.S.y| a graduation charge of 100
colones (about $12 U.S.) for a bachelor’s degree, and
300 colones for the licentiate degree. Because of these
charges, it is necessary to provide loans and scholar-
ships for students of modest means.

Teaching personnel are ranked below with mini-

mum requirements for each rank:

Instructor:  Bachelor's or licentiate

Professor 1:

\

Licentiate and 2 years' experience

18 <

Professor 2: Academic doctorate or licentiate with e;cperi-'
ence and graduate studies
Catedritico (full professor): Academic doctorate, . 10.
years’ expenence, and scho]arly productwn e
In 1977, 68 percent of the professors were full-time.
UNA is authorized to award degrees at the highest
academic level. In a listing of degrees awarded from
1973 to 1976, the highest degree awarded was the
licentiate, and there were comparatively few of those.
Of the 764 degrees and titles awarded in 1976, 484
were in education. The next largest number was 178
in the social sciences. Since UNA is a recent creation,
it will take time to build enrollments in newly created
specializations. :

The Technological Institute of Costa Rica

ITCR (Instituto Tecnoldgica de Costa Rica) is an
institution offering higher education studies leading to
professional and middle-level- technical careers. I
began operation in 1973 in Cartago, some 20 mil
from San José. In 1975, it assumed direction of the
Technical Agricultural School of Santa Clara and in
1976 established its first regional center in San Carlos,
in the province of Alajuela.

The Institute's principal objective is to supply tech-
nologlcal instruction to satisfy the needs of mdustry,
mining, and agriculture, ‘leading to increased produc-
tion and socioeconomic development.

The academic organization of I'TCR consists of
Divistons and Departments. The following are charged
with preparing professionals at the bachelor’s level in
different specialties:

Division of Administrative and Industrial Careers

I?ivision of Agricultural and Forestry Careers

Department of Construction

Division of Basic Studies

Research and extension are carried on by the following:

* Center of Technological Research
Department of Extension
Technological Publications

Center of Technological Information.

Enrollment has grown rapidly in ITCR from 87 in
1973, when it began, to 1,253 in 1977. The number of
specialties has increased from 3 to 12.

To be admitted, a student must have graduated
from Cycle IV or its equivalent, passed an entrance
examination, provided a transcript of his or her grades
in Cycle 1V, and had an interview.

Most of the students are male, reside in the central
zone of the country, and come from families of modest
resources. Tuition and other costs are comparable to
those at UCR and UNA. A large majority require
loans for tuition and monthly support.

(A XD
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 The 1,253 students. enrolled in 1977, including the

179 in the regional center of San C'lrlos were dis-

-mbuted as follows:

y ) . T Number Percent

T P L1,25% 100
Construction. . .. covvvvniie i iiinenn ’l 58 13
Industrial maintenance.............. 183 15
Industrial production................ 116 9
Wood engineering. . . ............... 64 5
Adniinistration . .. e 129 10
Agricultural adrmmstratmn ........ . 68 5
Administrative computation. ... ... .. 75 6
Electronics. .. . ............... .. ... 53 4
Agricultural engineering.......... ... 90 7
Forestry engineering................ . 83 7
Agronomy .. ... .. 127 9
Teacher training in technical education. 107 9

Students study for a bachelor’s degree in one of these
areas in a 3-year program irr which the first year con-
sists of general studies. {An exception is the area of
teacher training, a 4-year program operated in collab-
oration with the University of Costa Rica, which pro-

vides the pedagogical instruction. Upon comple ﬁ)g_

their studies, students receive the title Profesor|de
Educacién Técnica (Teacher of Technical Edpca-
tion). The grading scale is on the basis of 0 to/100,
with 70 considered passing.

The degrees held by the academic staff of 119 were
distributed in 1977 as follows: bachelor’s, 71: licen-

tiate, 42; master’s, 5; doctoral, 1. Most of the staff are

recent engineering graduates with industrial experi-
ence but no teaching experience.

In a country dedicated to industrial and agricultural
development, ITCR plays a strategic role by preparing
professionals in both areas.

‘State University at a Distance *

Created by law in 1977, Universidad Estatal a Dis-
tancia (UNED) is the newest public university au-
thorized to confer all levels of university degrees and
titles. Modeled after such institutions as the Open Uni-

‘versity of the United Kingdom and the- Universidad

Nacional de Educacion de Espand, UNED offers a dif-
ferent delivery system for higher education. Instead of
students coming to the university, it comes to them in
the form of texts, exercises, and tests. Consultation is
available by visits; telephone, or letters. ‘

As the programs develops, small academic centers
will be established in different parts of the country to
provide for each a small library, audiovisual materials,

® UNED. Guia Académica. 1978.

,

and tutorial services, Evaluation is in ihe form':'o’f self-
tests and other tests, especially final exams, whlch ‘will
be graded by UNED.

- Text materials come to the student in the form of
teaching units carefully prepared ‘by specialists and
tried out on students before bemg processed. for pro-
duction. Cassettes and equipment for home experi-
ments, are supplied where necessary.

UNED operates on a 15-week cycle, making it pos-
sible to complete a semester’s.work in each cycle. Dur-
ing 1978 only the Basic cycle was offered, which is
equivalent to the general studies offered in the first.

_year at universities; it consisted of basic mathematics,

basic Spanish, social sciences, and natural sciences. The
cost of the basic cycle in 1977 was 750 colones ($87.82
U.S.) for tuition and 410 colones ($48 U.S.) for
materials.

Since UNED is new, no information was avallable
on enroliments. Universities in Costa Rica are clustered
in the central zone in or near San José, but the popu-
lation is' widely dispersed. In recognition of this fact,
UNED makes higher education accessible wherever
the student may be. For 1978-79, UNED planned to
offer these programs:,

. Public Administration, with emphasis on bank adminis-
tration: a 2- or 3-year program leading to a diploma.

2. Education:- a 4-year program for teachers in Cycles I
and II, leading to a bachelor’s degree.

3. Educational Administration: a program consisting of
three periods of 15 weeks each for those who may already
have a university degree.

4. Environmental Education: a program consisting of
short courses for those whose work concerns the environ-
ment, such as forestry inspectors, park policemen, and
sanitation inspectors.

The Autonomous University of Central
Anierica

Unlike the four public institutions previously dis-
cussed, the Autonomous University of Central America
(Universidad Auténoma de Centro América—
UACA), located in San Jose, is a private institution.
Authorized to grant degrees at all academic levels,
it began operation in 1976. Tts rector, like the rector of
the State University at a Distance, does not belong
to the Consejo Nacional de Rectores de Educacion
Superior (CONARE). N

UACA is an institution dedicated to providing in-
struction in the sciences, letters, and the arts. It is a
collection of affiliated schools, each of which is,autono-
mous administratively and fAnancially but subject to
academic standards dictated by the central adminis-
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tr}{n. Its name gives an indication of its intended
mam national outreach.

Admissién is based on completion of thc secondary
level or its equivalent. Areas in which students may
pursue degrees are business administration, public ad-
ministration, architecture, fine arts, public -account-
ing, law, economiics, classical philology, English philol-
ogy, Romanesque philology, philosophy, geography.
medicine and medicaPsciences., and journalism. All stu-
dents nrust demonstrate by examination their ability
to read and translate o modern language as a prere-
uisite for a bachelor's degree. The academic year is
divided into three segments of <+ months each.

For each of the areas in which degrees are offered
there is a (,'unu'/'(]e.‘lfﬂ'r/z’n{iru { Academice Council
composed of four teachers, the Minister of Education
or his representative, the Rector of the University, and
a representative from the professional school offering
the degree. The fourpeachers may be from outside the
University. These "Academic Councils determine the
content of the examinations for degrees and supervise
the overall operation of professional schools.

“To earn a bacluller ibachelor’s) degree, a student
must complete at least 72 academic units. Each cuatri-
mestre (-month perviod) comprises 12 academic units.
The decree of licenciado (licentiate) or maestro (mas-
ter’s) requires at least 18 mote academic units. Exami-
nations for degrees are before a jurado (examining
committee) named by the Academic Council and com-
posed of five teachers, of whom two are to e {rom out-
side the university.
is the highest administrative

The decano - dean)

official in cach colevio professional schoolt with au-
thority over the professors but not over the students.
The official with authority over the students is el
maestrevcucla  the schoolmaster . who s director of
studies and is named by the professors in each profes-
stonal schooal.

Three different svstems of mstruction are nsed
the varions professional schools. One 15 the traditional
method of lecture. A second is study under the super-
viston of o tutor for cach course. The student’s work
consists mainly of independent research, angd lessons

A third

are more in the form of seminars than lectures.

method employs the use of a single tutor who s|uper-
vises the student’s work in all courses.

Enrollinents in all the various degree programs:at
the beBinning of the second cuatrimestre in May 1978
exceeded 1,160, almost all at the bachelor’s level, Law,
business administration, and architecture accounted for
more than half of these. Most of the students and pro-
fessors are part-time. Organized along traditional
academic guidelines, UACA offers an alternative in a
svstem of higher ediication dominated in size antl num-
bers by the public universities.

4

Parallel Higher Education

As stated earlier, the formal system of higher educa-
tion by definition includes those institutions authorized
to award graduate degrees; the others are part.of the
parallel system. For the most part, the latter institutions
functioned withont coordination and control until
1973, when a section of supervision was set up in the
Department of Iigher Education in the Ministry of
Public Education with authority to supervise private
schools offering programs at the bachelor's™¥evel. At
that time one public institution, the Escuela Téenica
Agricola de Santa Clara (Technical Agricultural
School of Santa Clara), was considered part of the
parallel system. but in 1975 it became part of the
Imitituto Technoldgico de Costa Rica and, therefore,
part of the formal system. The parallel system operates
under private auspices and concentrates mainly on
commercial and business specializations, areas where
demand is great and cost of providing training rela- ,
tivelv low. Most of these institutions are located in or
near the metropolitan center of San José.

According to a publication of the National Council
of Rectors (Plan Nacional de FEducacion Superior
1976 80 enrollments in the parallel system have aver-
aged around [+ percent of the total higher education
enrollinent. Although many of these institutions award
titles and degrees, including the licentiate, thesg titles
and degrees are not recognized in the formal education
system. The publication cited above lists the institutions
in table 6 as components of the parallel system. In
each case the enrollment is given for 1975 or for the

latest vear information was available.

{
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Table 6.—Number of students in parallel higher eduéation institutioﬁs, by field of

specialization: 1975, or year of most recent data

¢

> $ e e - ——— e R

. . . . Year-of
Field/Institution B +  Nulsber -data
Commercs
Arnerican Business Academy............ .. .. oL [P 1,100 1975
Boston Business College. ............ .. .. o 207 1975
Escuela Casffo Carazo.... ....... L e 987 1975
Centro de Estudios del Istmo (Center of Isthmian Studies). .. .... ... .. 112 1973
King’sCollege............. ... ... ... . ... . 75 1974
Lincoln Junior School. .. ... ... 10 1973
Escuela Manuel Aragén. . ... ... ... ..o oL 284 1973,
Escuela Profesional de Administracion y Comercio. } 58 1973
iscuela Superior de Ciencias Contables (Higher School of Account-
ing Sciences) . . . . - 750 t 1973
Administration - :
Instituto Técnico de Administtacion de Negocios (Technical In-
stitute of Business Administration) 342 1973
Instituto de Capacitacion de Seguros (Institute of Tnsurance Train-
ing) . 248 1973
Technical Education
Escuela’ Técnica Nacional . 17 1973
Religious Education
Centro Adventista de Estudios Superigres 94 1973
Instituto Pedagogico de Religion., 104 1975
Instituto Teologico de América Central 126 1975
Seminario Biblico Latinamericano. .. 126 1975

Source: National Council of Rectors,  Plan Nacional de Fducacién Supertor 1976 80.
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Teacher education is part of higher - education.

' There are nio normal schools at the secondary level as

commonly found elsewhere in Latin America. Those

that did exist have been absorbed by universities or

converted into regional centers. Teacher education is
-2 function of the three public universities, each of
which prepares teachers for one or more levels, ac-
cording to its own plan. P

A publication of the Ministry of Public Education 2
criticized the lack of a coordinated plan of teacher
education among the various universities involved. It
also pointed out that many teachers had-no prepara-
tion. beyond the secondary level or minimal profes-
sional training. It further criticized the failure to ad-
Just the supply of teachers being prepared to the chang-
ing demands.

Teachers are classified in three categories accord-

ing to their preparation:

1. Profesores titulados (teachers with titles) possess a degree
or professional title, awarded by the universities or rec-
ognized by them or by the Higher Council of Education.

2. Profesores autorizados (authorized teachers) do nét pos-
sess a title or a specific degree for teaching but have

other qualifications such as degrees in fields other than
education.

3. Profesores aspirantes (“aspiring” teachers) are those who
do not belong to cither of -the above categories hut are
hired, because they are needed and available.

It is the responsibility of the universities to prepare
teachers of the first category and to upgrade the quali-
fications of those in the other two, the latter being a
responsibility shared with the Ministry of Public Edu-
cation.

The National Educational Development Plah, which
went into effect in 1974, emphasized the need to up-
grade the qualification of inservice teachers in terms
of the demands of the new education structure. Spe-
cifically, it recommended that much of the inservice
training be in locations where teachers were working
to facilitate their attendance ; that a system of credits
be used to promote professional and economic ad-
vancement: and that a study be made of the feasibility
of establishing a permanent center of inservice educa-

* Ministerio de  Educacién Pablica.

Desarrollo Educativo. 1974. P §I.

Plan Nacional de
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‘tion, ‘with the collaboration of insfitutior{s-preparir’lg
teachers. . o .

A Ministry' of Public Education annual report, .
Memoria 1977, indicates considerable progress toward:
improving the percentage of certified teachers by com-

paring the percentage of téachers having formal cer-
tification in 1973 and 1975.

(In percent]
© 1973 1975
CyclesTand I1./................ .. 86.9 90.0
Cycles Il and IV........... ....... 72.8 78.2

A Ministry of Public Education publication #* de-
scribes a  bachelor’s degree in education as requiring
4 years of study and confaining an average of 145
credit hours divided as follows: 12 percent in general
studies; 32 percent in pedagogical studies; 50 percent
in the specific area of instruction; and 6 percent in
complementary studies.

The licentiate degree program in education last 1
year longer. It is a continuatior’ of the bachelor’s de-
gree and requires 33 more credit hours in the area of
teaching and 12 credits in a foreign language.2*

In practice, variations from these standards will be
noted as the preparation programs for different levels
are examined. Three universities are involved in
teacher preparation: The University of Costa Rica
(UCRY;, the National University (UNA), and the Na-
tional Technological Institute of Costa Rica (ITCR).
UCR and UNA prepare teachers for all levels. ITCR
has a cooperative program with UCR to prepare sec-
ondary teachers in technical subjects. UNA, since it
was formed from the base of normal schéol which it
incorporated, continues to emphasize teacher prepa-
ration as its principal function. ’

Preparation of Preschool Teachers

Both UCR and UNA have bachelor’s degree pro-
grams of 4 years’ duration to prepare kindergarten
teachers. The program that went into effect in 1977
at UCR is given in table 7. It is built on a general

® Ministerio de Educacién Publica. Informe Nacional
1977. P. 7.
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 Table 7.—Semester hours per course required for the bachelor's degree In preschool
education, at the University of Costa Rica: - 1977

Course Semiester

’\/.\L\ . . ‘4 \\.im
Semester 1 ' :

-Integrated course (general studies). . .......... ... il
Fundamentals of sociology. .. ......cooviiiiiiiii it P e
Seminar on national realities. .. ... ... e e e s
Principles of education (philosophical tendencies)............. ... e
SPOTtS ACHVItY. ... oo e
Semester II
Integrated course (general studies). . ............. ...
Seminar on national realities. . . ......... ... . il
AModulation of the spoken voice and voiceculture. ............. ... .. ...
Orientation and administrative functions. . . .............ooievvvivn ...
Semester IT1 ’
Cultural BCUVAtY. . .o oveees e D R
< Techniques of educational communication............................... ...
Historical fundamentals of preschool education. ..............................
Developmentof thechild. . .......... . ... .. ... ..
Educational technology and audiovisuallab. . ................ ... .. ... ... ...
Body expression. . ... ...
. Nutrition and health of preschool child I.......... ........ ... ... ..... ...
" Prigeiples of edagation. ........ ...
Semester IV
General methods. ... e T i
Problems of learning. ............. ... . ... ... . ..., P
. Seminar on national realities. .. .. e e
Mental hygiene in education. . ......... .. ... .. .. L ool ¥..
Nutrition of preschool child II.. .. ... ... ... ... .o oo i
Children’s Jiterature. .. ... ... e
Semester V
Sciencesin preschool I......... ... ... ..l
Language artsin preschool I........ ... .. ... ... ... . il
Social studies in preschool I.. ... .. ... . .. .. o i i 3
Mathematics in preschool I..... ... .. ... .. ... ... 2]
Principles of preschool evaluation. . . ....... ... ... ..ol
Semester VI =
Sciencesin preschool IL.... ... ... ... . .. ... ..l 3
" Language arts in preschool I1... ... ... ... .. ... . ... ... ... .
Social studies in preschool II......... ..
Mathernatics in preschool IT......... . ..
Plastic arts in preschool 1. . ... ... ..
Physical education in preschool I.... .. S } o .
% Musical education in preschool I.... ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ...
Semester VII
Plastic arts in preschool I1.. .. ... .. P
Musicin preschool I1....... ... ... . .. ... ..
Physical education in preschool I1..... .. ... . .. .. ... . ... ... .. ...,
Programs for preschool............. ... ... o
Principles of preschool administration.. ... ... .. e T
Student teaching seminar. ....... ... ... ... P
Semester VIII
Professional experience. .. ... . e 10

Imu_aroc:
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Source: University of Csta Rica. Catalogo Universitario Tomo 1. 1977. Sec. D. 4. Pp. 34-36.
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studies base in the first year (semesters I and IT) and

. concludes with a semester (semester VIIT) devoted

to professional experience for which 10 semester hours
of credit are allotied. In 1976, the UCR conferred the
title of Profesor de Educacién Escolar (Preschool
Teacher) ,on 20 students, and the UNA in the same
vear awarded 22 Bachilleres en Ensénanza Preescolar
(Bachelors in Preschool Teaching) and 9 Licenciados
en Ensénanza Preescolar (Licentiates in Preschool
Teaching). As indicated by the number of degrees
and titles conferred, enrollments in the area of pre-
school teaching are relatively simall compared with
thuse of other levels, but they can be expected to grow
in response to the official policy of increasing the num-
ber of kindergartens. '

.Prcparation of Cycles I and IT Teachers

UCR and UNA also prepare teachers for Cycles 1
and Il, where most teachers are employed. UNA con-
ferred the titde of Profesor de Enseianza Primaria
{ Elementary Teacher) on 365 prospective teachers in
1975, but that number had dropped to 60 in 1976 be-
cafSe of the declining need for teachers at this level .2

™ CONARE. Proyecto Educacién Superior/BID. 111-93.
~ .

The:3-year preparation program consists of 1 year of
general studies and 2 additional years. The Centro
Regional de Guanacaste and the Centro Regional de
Pérez Zeledodn, férmerly normal schools but now part
of UNA, offer similar 3-year programs also leading to
the title of Elementary Teacher as well as 2-year pro-
grams for partially qualified inservice teachers leading

to a bachelor’s degree in general basic education

{Cycles I and I1) and in educational administration.

UCR conferred the title of Elementary Teacher on
16 students in 1976 and the Bachelor in the S& nces
of Elementary Education on 38 in the same year. *“ Its
hachelor’s program for elementary teachers alloiys the
“emphasis” from language,
sciences. social studies, or mathematics. Regardless of

student to select an
the emphasis selected, students pursue a cycle of gen-
eral studies and education courses common jo all
emphases. Table 8 shows the common cycle of the
bachelor's program along with the courses of each

emphasis.

“Ibid. Pp. 39-41. Titles are conferred on the basis of com-
pletion of a terminal program that does not qualify for a bach-
clor’s degree.

Table 8.—Credits per course for the bachelor's degree in the sciences of elementary educa-
tion (emphases in language, arts, sciences, social studies, or mathematics), at the Uni-

1977

versity of Costa Rica:

i Course

Common cycle

//J Culuural activity.
Sports activity .
Spanish . R
Fundamental's of phxlmuph\
History of culture.
Repertoire of letters
Health education
Clorrective Spanish
Problems of Costa Rican edu&®tion

Techniques of oral and written conununication
History and philosophical foundations of education |
Historv and philosophical foundations of education 11

Psvchology of education 1

Psychology of education 11
Furhythmy

Preparation of teaching materials.
Sciences of eleinentary education |
Social studics in clementary education
Children’s literature . . .

Arts in elementary education .
lLanguage arts .
Mathematices in (‘l(‘m(‘ntary (‘ducauon 1

4
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Table 8.—Credits _per course for the bachelor’s degree in the sciences of elementary educa-
tion (emphases in language, arts, sciences, soclal studies, or mathematlcs), at the Unl-
‘versity of Costa Rlca' 1977—<Continued !

\ 4 Course : Credits
<

Social studies emphasis .
Music in elementary education. . . ... ... c.ouuunieenen e
Audiovisual edycation. .. .....cooiiii i et
Languagearts 11, .. .. ... o i o i e e
Sciences in elementary education I1. ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... ..........
Mathematics in elementary education II. .. .. ... ... .. ... ...............
Conununity education. ... L e
General and special n1cthod;3.& ............................................
Geography of Costa Rica................. ... e
History of Costa Rica. R S
History of America.............. e
A repertoire of letters. .. ... . . e
A repertoire of biological seiences. .. ... ...
Educational evaluation and measurement

Mental hygiene
Seminar. ... ...
Seminar and practice teaching
Regional world geography
Universal history

Sciences emphasis
Music in elementary education..... -
Audiovisual education
Language arts IT. ... .. .. . e
Mathematics in elemgntary education IT....................................
Botany and zoology.. ... ... ...
Community education. .. ...................... i, e e
General and special methods. . . ........... .. ... e
’ General biology (theory)....................... e
General biology (laboratory). ................. .. . . . . e
Educational evaluation and measurement.................. ... ... ... .......
Fundamentals and structures of the curriculum........... ... .. ...............
Fundamentals of school administration. ......................... ... cooii...
Mcntalhygxcnc.........................- .................................
CSemUNAT. L. e
Seminar and student teaching. . ........ ... ... ... oL -
Geology and cosmography. . ........... ... ... ... ... .
Physics and chemistry. ... . ... ...

Language arts emphasis

Music in elementary education. ......... .. ... ... Lo
Audovisual education: ... ...... ... e
Sciences in elementary education II.. . ... ... ... ... .. ... ... L
' Languagearts I1. .. ... ... .. . .. . . . e
Mathematics in elementary education IT. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... e
Community education. .. ...... ...ttt i e
Hispanic American literature I..... ... ... ... ... ... . ... . . . i
Hispanic American literature II. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . .
Spanish grammar. . ....... ... ... .. .. P
Repertoire—social sciences. . ............ ... . il
Repertoire—biological SCIenCes. ... ... .ot oi i
Spanish grammer I................. P
~ . Educational evaluation and measurement. .. .. P PUDEDI
Fundamentals and structures of the curriculum. . ... .. L
Fundamentals of school admxmstratlon ......................................
Seminar. .. ...
Seminar and student teaching. . .\ ... ... ... ... ... el
Costa Rican literature I.. .. ... ... . . . .
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\'5 Table 8.—cljedlu per course for the bachelor's degree In the sclences ofelemé’ntary educa- ‘ <
tion (emphases In language, arts, sclences, soclal studies, or mathematics), at (he Unl- P

versity of Costa Rica: 1977—~Continued

'

Course

Credits

Mathematica ;:mphuin

Music in elementary education. ... ........

. Audiovisual education................. ~..
" Bciences in elementary education I1. . ... ..
LanguageartsII.........................
Community education....................
General and special methods. . ............
Modern geometry I.......... ... ...
Arithmetical theory I...................
Modern mathematics.....................

A repertoire—biological sciences. ... .......

A repertoire—social sciences...............
Educational evaluation and measurement. . ..

e Yol
.........

(§
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Source: Catdlogo Universitario. Tomo I. 1977. Sec. D. 4.

Préparation of Cycle III and IV Teachers

All three universities (UCR,*UNA, and ITCR)
prepare teachers for the secondary level. The special-
izations are usually in a single subject or in a combi-
nation, such as history and geography. ITCR, in col-
laboration with UCR, which supplies the pedagogical
courses, prepares teachers in technical subjects. An
example of a bachelor’s degree plan for preparing sec-
ondary teachers is given in table 9.

Special Education

Teacher preparation programs are also available in
various branches of special education. Students at the
University of Costa Rica may earn a bachelor’s degree
in the science of special education wifhvan emphasis
in one of the following: learning problems, mental re-
tardation, and comrnunication disorders. No specific
prerequisites are indicated for any of the above pro-
grams. Teachers of special education are in growing
demand because of continuing unmet needs in this
area. .

26

Teacher Supply

A persistent concern is to adjust the supply of teach-
ers to the needs of the schools. The National Educa-
tional Development Plan in 1974 called attention to
the imbalance in various areas.*” It pointed out that
the number of elementary teachers being trained was
in excess of need, while there was a growing need for
teachers in Cycle IV, particularly in the technical sub-
jects. It also criticized lack of sufficient attention to
preparing kindergarten teachers, special education
teachers, guidance counselors, librarians, audiovisual
specialists, directors, and administrators.

A recent publication of CONARE estimates the de-
mand and supply situation for 1985 for various types of
teachers.?® Elementary teachers will be in considerable
oversupply as will some secondary teachers. Kinder-

. garten teachefs and university professors will be in

slight oversupply, but special education teachers will be
in serious undersupply. Teachers of sociology, history,
geography, anthropology, psychology, and social stud-
ies will be in great oversupply. :

T Ministerio de EduéAcién Pablica. Plan Nacional de
Desarrollo Educativo. 1974. P. 51.

® CONARE. Proyecto Educacién Superior/BID. P. vi—48.
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. and geography.‘_at ‘the University of Costa Rica: 1977

7Tab|e 'g.—Credits per course for the hachelor's degree in secondary edu_cation in history

4

Course

Credits

General studies
Integrated course*(Spanish, philosophical foundations, and history of the culture).
Artistic &cuivity....... e e e e e
Sports activity (first SOMESIET) . o v et .
Sports activity (second sgmester). ... ... .. L
General economies I... 7. .. e e

Introduction to SOCIOIOGY. .. . - .. oot
History of the institudons of Costa Rica..................... ... ... ........
History (required)

Introduction to techniques of studying history 1. ..................... ... ....
Introduction to techniques of studying history IT. . ... . ... . ... ... .. ... ...
Colonial history of Eatin America I............ ... .. ... ... ... .. ... ...
Colonial history of Latin America I1......... ... ... ... ... ... .. .............
Contemporary history of Latin America I............ .. .. ... : e
Contemporary history of Latin America II. . ........................... .. ...
History of contemporary Costa Rica I..... . ............... e
History of contemporary Costa Rica II...... ... ..........................
Methods and techniques of historical research............... P
Methods and teghniques of historical research II. . ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
General social and economic history. . .. ........ e
Modern history I.......... P
Modern history I1. . ... .. .. .
Elective courses (3 credits minimum) .

Economic agf social history of Costa RicanI................... ... ... ........
Economic and social history of Costa Rica I1......... ... ... ...........
Economic and social history of Latin Americal............... . ... ... ...
Economic and social history of Latin America II....................... e

Geography (required) '

Introduction 10 BEOGTAPhY . .« . ..\ttt
Physical geography................ S

' Human geography. ... ... .. ... e

Regional geography of Costa Rica..........................................
Geography of underdevelopment. . .. ...\ ool
Analysis of topographical Maps. .. . ... ..c..iii i
Elective courses (3 credits minimum)

Other
Citizenship training I. .. ... ... ... ... o
Citizenship training II.... .. ..
Education
Problems of Ccsta Rican education........................................
Historical and philosophical foundations of education I................... .. ...
Historical and philosophical foundations of education II...... ... ....... ...
Psychology of education I. . ... ... .. ... .. ... Yoo
Psychology of education II............... ... ... ... e
General and special methods in history and geography . .................... ...
Seminar and student teaching—social studies. . .. ....... ... ... ... L

Source: Cutdlogo Universitario. Tomo I. 1977. Sec. D. 4.
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Problems and Trends

Educatlonal development\n Costa Rica is not with-

out problems. The nation has limited resources. In its

~de

wi

velopment' plans, education must’ compete for finds
ith agriculture, roads, communications, energy, mari-

time industries—all in need of funds for development.
The population is mainly agricultural and widely dis-

pe

rsed. .One-room rural . schools where classes are

. taught by minimally prepared teachers receiving mini-
mal supervision and assistance are still widely prevalent

de

spite the oversupply of elementary teachers who

prefer yrban living.

wi

4 T
Providing secondary and university education to a

idely dlspersed rural population is costly and difficult

for any country, but in Costa Rica the dxfﬁculty is ag-
gravated by mountainous terrain and lack of transpor-
tation and communication. Higher education has ex-

", 'pa

nded rapidly in the last decade at heavy financial )

cost, so that a coordinated plan is necessary to prevent

‘ov

28

erlapping and the waste of limited resources.

However, the education scene/in Costa Rica demon- ,

/

strates that the nation is mov}ng ahead in significant

ways;
1.

I

. A current.literacy rate o

v

The enthyisiasm for and co )‘mnumg support of education

e

are evidenced by the fact’that about 30 pcrcent of the

national budget'is earm {ked for schools.:
about 90 percent indicates suc-
cess in providing basic education to the masses.

. National objectiyes and educational objectives are clearly

linked. The cafffhitment to democracy, constitutional
government, and human rights is reinforced by the
schools; development plans involve close collaboration

* between university and Govérnment officials; and the
policy to reduce the rate of population growth has'

been successful possibly in large part because of instruc-
tion in the schools on family planning.

- Recent steps toward decentralizing highier education il-

lustrate the movement toward. equalizing educatxonal
oyportumty throughout the country -

5. In its economic development plans, Costa Rica has’ put

5]

&0

high priority on developing human resources through
education, .



< Glossary of Selected Educational Terms-
¢+ Bachillerato. ... ... e First university (]:grcc, usually requiring 4 years of postsecondary study
 Bachillerato por madurez. . . . ... S Diploma-awarded for completion of secondary level through adult
A . education programs .
“Carreracorta. ;. ......... e Subprofc&swnal program not lcadmg to a university degree
“Gentros polivalentes. .. . . . e Multipurpose genters in adult education
Cicld diyersificado. . . . . . / .......................... ;... Fourth cycle, offering several tracks . .
“Di¥etarado. .. ....... .70 S AP Highest university degree /
Educacitn bésica por suficiencia. . o .. ... ... ... \ ...... A, certificate program for completion of Cycles I and 11 of general
' - ) basic education through adult education’
Edul‘?z_iién general bdsica. ... .. ... ............... Firstof thrcc cycles of clcmcntary-sccondary education, compulsory
for ages 6 to 15 .
Enseiianzg primaria. . . . .. .. e I e Elementafy education—the first two cycles of general basic education
Enseianza secundaria. . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... " Secondary education—the third ahd fourth cycles
Escolaridad libre. ... ... ... .. .. ... v e Open schooling, a variety of procedures,/ for adults to achieve equiv-
. alency of basic education
Estudios &’gn;rale: .......... S ‘Foundation courses in humanities, science; and social sciences offered
o ) - in the first year at the university as a prerequisite for various
5~ ' specializations : g
Facultad. e e e Academic unit of a university authorized to grant degrees and title
Grado! ... %, ... oo University degree ’
Licentiado. .. .. .. B e Holder of a licenciatura ’
Licenciatura . T PP The university dcgrcc requjring usually 1 year beyond the bachillerato
Maestria. . . .. Y R A graduate degree requiring usually 2 years beyond the bachillerato
Parasistema de educacién. ... ... ... ... ... Parallel system of education designed to provide adults with the

equivalency of the formal system at the elementary and secondary
levels. At the postsecondary level it includes those institutions not
authorized to grant advanced degrees

Posgrado.............. L e Graduate program beyond the level of the bachillerato and the licenciatura
Profesor aspivante. . .. ... .. ... ... Teacher in service who does not belong to either of the two categories
° below
Profesor autorizado. .. ....... ... ... ... . ... .. ........ Teacher who does not have a umvcrsxty title or degree for teaching but
N s has other qualifications considered cquivalent
Profesor titulado. .. .. .. ... ... Teacher with a degree or title awarded by a university or recognized
. . by auniversity or the Higher Council of Education
Titulo. . .. .. e Title, designating the area of training of a rccxplcnt of a diploma or
: degree
.
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ing Office, 1970.
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don: Oxford ﬁniversity Press, 1964.
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