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ABSTRACT ' '
3 yea*-lb"g e‘hnogravh ic case study was con&ucted

p**mar*’y +0 investigate *+he developmental nature of children's

spontaneous drouping. act*vit*es in an elementary chool settings.

Ps***cipant observation and related methods were conducted for two.

’ : dave a week (on average? in a small, traditional parochial schodol = -
;og;tea in a lower-class integrated neighborhood in a large eastern
city. Tn addi*ion, the ecclogy of the children's groups and the

- organiza*ion of the school were investigated: It was found that

second-grade children disolaved only facsimiles of group structires:

++ve group in the second-arade classroom was found to be an

sverlappifa collection of friendships. By eighth jrade, true groups

came into existerce. Among airls, 1'i.vas.l qroups formed vithtn the

-3, o e*aggg-gvgégicgildren p*oaressea from a'rde ts grade théy were seen
SR : by. adul® Dgf§ggne1 as having mature group concepts and coalition
Y dvnamics, vhich they-did not in fact possess. The school

inadVértevt1v encouraqged 2n eighth-arade collective to tura itself

into a hostile coali*ion by labeling it a ®clique.” As a consequence,

\  ~ *he "clique" learned what the functions of a group were supposed to_

be and promptly became 2 self-proclaimed adversary. group with a full
complement of criter3ial group features. Piagetian principles and

- related research were helpful in 4n*érpretinq the children®s group
-behav*or. (!u‘ﬁor/ﬂqi
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' : : , ' Children's Groups im School: # Develormental Case Study

Michael Hrybyk and S. Fernhac-Diggory

University of Delarare

Overview
The pirgosé of the project was to gather field data on the nature of

children's spontanecus grouping activities in 2 school set‘:ng; There were
7 . . 3 . 7 7. o B o 2 . : 7-7
two mzin aspects to the governing rationale. Fi rst, alrost noth1n5 is Imecwn

" about chlldren s natural - groupxng activities and their irplications ror.1

sch0011ng (Fiseustadt, 1956; Glassrer, 1975). Most of the pedazogicsl litera-—

ture is concerned with +techniques for _estzblishirg and g rg academic

7L

- grcups (Lifton, 18623 Iewman, 197t;-PoiééE; .9 €; Zossert: 197G). We are sC

.quick to manage children academical y + we have devcted very little atten-

tion to the cueoUrcn of what we zre in fact"attempting To denmirol (Foster,

1974): Second; laboratory research on children's social beravior is écﬁ%élip.
ih nesd of Fealworid validation (Cole, 1978; iabcre:tor'y cffcc:gar;:we Em:er
o . 'Cognition; 19795;. Controlled laboratory procedures may or may no: be rroduc-
| 1np uata that are reievan‘ to every&,y life. I nartvcuaar, 1abor9uory;uesued:
developmentai theory may or. may net be general*zamblt= +o real-world settings;

e -

Does an un&ers,anding of Plagetlan theory, for example, pregere us for weys

' that cnlldren s spontaneous schoo'I ngﬁr* change with age (Furh; 97,).
These questions were examlned by me- of 2 year—iong case study. .45 the
'rgérticipantiobserver,, the " first author; - = lived in the §é£551 neighborhood
for the first feur mcnths of the study, spent an average of two days a ﬂeek in
e Smaii traditional schook. The setting was a lower class inegrated neigh-
mmmmammmmmmwam@zmm{dw,ngamdis&m

called St. Angeia's, and the city is callsd Plainfield.

v"":;;\;a.
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Ih this r'e’r'e"rt; we will summarize the following aspscts of the complete

. study: (a) ihe mlogy of J:hech;:ld::en's gr_cm:s 'Eromenbrenner, 19’79) —_ the -

history ant soq1ology_ of the school and its nelghbcrqood the role &F

children's .families in the formation of school policys; and the schoclis view

of its role ';iﬁ preparmgw hzldren -or commmunity Omecvves-" (b’) the

on DI the schoﬁi the nhysxcai nian" as 1:e3;3; as ca.lv nroccaures,

currftclﬂ;lm, and maﬁagement pohcies, wi uh sttention con the ?_'nd sné  Sin

grades, which formed the *‘ocus of our develormental ccmrast znd (c) the

developme'ltal nature of chil dren 5 groum g activities —- "1‘.:h M“basvs uron

in flavor — could be thought of as play=practice for ceriain aspects of  me-

P nd  mdple B BwE wEwE fEvme hEvE
.Sor bcy,: end gzirls. Ihers were fewer toys thar givls,

'spchtanec;S* irformal g'-oum,' as om:osed to teacher-structured academic -

grours.

Wﬂ th rcspect to the 1W‘Eéf‘, here is an &ié:v; ew of cur ccrclusions: - 2né

J

2 a'ders; 7-yr-0ld chiléran, dlspla only :acsml;es of group structures as we
3 r ol | g

have defined them (p. 54), and as they are intwitively defired bty sdults:
3 3

Ehau. z2y appear £o be a "g-oup" in a ad grad° ciassroom, is in fact an over—

EN

.appmg collec tion of plr—mse J.rlendsmps. Iven when 2nc1 graiers cor*scwous—

1y organize "clubs", tney do form not true grours. jﬁé‘&ééﬁ; Their "c* sbs" are

‘merely occasions Zor imi c.t’ng pleces ca. ‘grour actions: : For exam'_cle; a 2nd

grade "club" called "The Wanderers" imitated behavworel tits of the mcvie

group, tut wes quite wisble to ésgimilété_thé £21 —gfoup concept that the

"Wanderers" exemplified. = The children's imitative acticns — very Pisgetian
/—/ N —

ture group behavior.
By 8th grade, -however, true grougs were anpeerlng - Their nature dii‘l_éi_"é& y
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resson, cozliticns did not form among the boys. Al the beys functiored; in-



stead as ?’Wﬁoilstlc group; and status was individuelly determired:  ‘morg

'éiflé; ri%él grouns £6fmed 7ifbln the cl.ss ard stafhs was nart#eTIy con-

ferred by group membership.

t , The ch:idren were usuaiiy seen by adult nersonnel zs having mature group
. concepts and coriition dynemics which they @id rot in fact possess. The

school 1nadver‘anulj encourzged an 8th grade collective to turn itself imic 2

nostile 'c'oaliti'on by lébéling it a "clig 'e“ — when the children, 'l*o “ran-

& _ —— e ——

is =z fééni of certain enlqoces, the "cli c&" learned #ﬁét ?ﬁé fﬁné%iené of 2

full complement et criuer;el Eroup ;eatures; ' o -

-
&irsh,

With refererce to school practice, we have Twc recommerdztiors:
teachers and adminisStrators at the ‘elementary level should not be overly cor-

cernéa'@ifn grO“ping ébfivifiés: Stable COaliuIOn su_he‘ur and dinsnics are
prooablv ot reail* there.. éeéOn&; school personnei stoutd tear in zind that
bureaucracy oegeus burezucrécy. Children who fesl ﬁressufea"ey éﬁfhbf&tiéer‘
Wil be motivated to form coalitions as 2 mode of self-protecticn: 1 of
this tekes time and energy frcm major scnociS’goais of iﬁétfﬁétién; .
W1+h re;erence 1o labora ory-based uheorees we found Pi izgetian : ffiﬁéi—‘
ples. and“reiate& reeearch'to be heipfui in interpreting the everydsy behavior
6£?§ﬁi1&fén‘e éf&ﬁié in ééﬁéélé; consistent with %Bé.ﬁéfi of Furth (1970), as
ﬁéii zs S 1man (1970, Qelman By*ne, 1974) Wuch more work of én ethnogragh—
‘ic type w1ll te. needed however befbre Wwe can rellably 1denu1;y laboratory

variables in reai-world gulses.
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8th gré ée was seleeted Sor 1ntens1ve s‘mdy ' 'Ihe school '"Jelloca‘:ed iﬁ

‘and informai interviewizg; sce syste'xie;tic counting, ‘and - scme 'c;_c“zec:mn OF

A emall parochial school serving 250 children frem I idergarten through

g I=7ge

Eestern city, near the waterfront. We ‘shall, cdl’ he school St ingela's; and

N

refer to theé city neig’h‘tiéi‘héé&'whéré it is located s you...eas daamf:.eld;

A1 ﬁéﬁéé.éf persons and places througheut thé rest of tbis maruscript are

<

"pseudonyms, in order to insure confmen 133.1 Ly - o : . s

T_he method was +ha+ of pa.r..lc:.pant obse*'vauzon éé .defined by Schatzmar.
azzd ’\‘trauss (19’73) arié  MeCall ar:d»Smmons (196,;: E"f:ié method includes 2
vara;e‘ty of tec"mmues, 7ncluu1"g soc1al 1n‘t:ere.c‘t:m"l in th= fﬁéid ﬁtﬁ the

subJects of the study, ¢ séme -direct. cbserva ion of releJart evenus, scce form

documents and artifzers (FeCall, 1962). Tnesé iecrnigues are azployed 1o

"thickly déééfi’éé" a terticuiar social system, giving riéé- +5 ‘bypotheses:

ehencme o*cg-ca_.y founded in otserved fact {Ceeriz,

‘ - —

ethod e'"sr'asz.aes induction and qualitztive aralysis; it can sev the s“age for

quantité.tivé ém éx;:érimemel c".nmans, ‘,7 the “cwo nmethedological ag n“oae‘.es.
are 'compé.éi;oié (Er 7ckson, 1¢77; Laze L: Iazarsfeld, 2 Cole, 10‘?83-.' The outiine
uysed- in the Zfollowing descriptior h;s been adapuod oo Berriott (1977) and
Bééﬁ, nieho éé Dean (1569).

: i
_g%f_ning the Slue - . R .

.A*zge’ras in meny ways; provided an ideal env:.ron...en for - cur
research: . The .school wes smali (enroliment figures are listed in Teble 1)
with only one grzde level ®rer classrcem: This made it pessidle Jor 2 sinzle

-ssearcrer o ccver 2il areas cf the site in defail: Unlike Tu
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Table 1

" ENROLLUENT FOR 7. MGELA'S SCHOOL
o 1975-1880
.d-' .
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' compiished via the following prccedures. Crnildren at the school were asksd

.where they went and what ti’e}, usually did after schocl ard on wesx ¥end

generally more accessible over the éﬁéfé éf:éfz of tre §{'ﬁ&§;-éﬁ& consisted of

schools 1n the arez; St Angela s cl aSSrooms wers (up. %o sradaf’e ght: S5

A—ngei:a s had the widest age rarge OI c’midre within any Single school in the

Southeast _I—".ra:tni%e’i:. This prov ided = un%qb.e o“no- cuni ?ﬁ.to' StuCy TEer Zrouzs .

cf young cmldren as well as adol escenus.- r.lso, the decentrzlized nzture of

7

the mrochzai sck‘oc’* system w1th1r "he cx*y neent ‘that rermission Zer under-

e:cmg Xne study proceeded thr Ghsf‘ the princital and schocl staf? directly.

This smphfzed Immense}y the chore of rebct*ati g entry and, se3 .g uo House=

’

xeeping. All in " 211, the school ¥as an 1iea_ tlace tc study the social ac-
tivity of & wide age range‘of children. s

-

Although observations were centered at the school, atvempis were also

mede to describe the comz «unit—y cortext of <he chiléren's grouss. This: wes-ac-

~

[G]]
5
i
1411

férmel and *.r:f rmzl iééﬁﬁé piaces were identified:.  Formel zctivitiss wer

predeterzined athletic events | (veskettall -2t the recreaticn ééi%é?; roller .

1vg a+ the rink in the ﬁrt:y I:arb: or extracurri cu..ar school speres; , and

's"ghool/'ccmmunity sponsored. activities: The latier were particulzrly szlient

in the e’.éé’o’c’ié.tion netiork of “he chlld Ten ', Since the bord hetween *he schocol,

church, and 'riéighborhood in *his ins’tén'cé was close. TFor exaxmple, the scheol

ard church soonsored a2 party on St. Pe.unck' day, which had béééﬁe a1 ongoing

3
.,

commmity %r&&ioiéﬁ. Slmiarly, the sehcol ponso*ed a comrini uj a..r’in

Y

sprirg: - These events were a‘ttenf*oﬁ by the researcher; erfd instances of “links
[ )
in he children‘s Frisndship nedworks wers rodad:



a
|
=
!
,/:

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the children at the school. This closensss o the site tnerefers led in

N . : T
NMapping the Site o o _ S

tai[ﬁfiiizé 4 student guide &S Cusick (1973) ned done. However; since the

.
t -
, e . o
. . - .
. - c A

.

Iﬁfonmai ﬁéé ing- places were also sought out; although sysiematic infor-

mation ~on’ uhose aress was'herder to obtain: %nen children were asked what

o ke PT .

they dld af er. scrool, many renor*ea that they either "mmng cut" on their

block;_ went to the rather spac;ons city park, or ﬁé&ke& around etther of f'e ]

nearty small business dis is. ,Infbrnztion con’eAnLng children's activitiéé
S S R -/”‘ : .
around inférﬁéiﬂﬁéetiﬁg areas was gg bereg.ln o “e7E. TFirst, in ths course-

of 1n*ervxew:ng children swzy frcm the school site o; of parent interviews in.

theA,home, childten were observed in various zciivities.” Secord, since tre

""""""""" - S -y N PR TR Sy

researcner 11ved in the nelgnccrhooa aLr’ng the Tirst four Y"crz*:ns of *he ryro-

ect ne was able to recuen' Srots &;é?é he thought, the child 5éﬁ nay "“hang
- 2

out." Alqo in-the qormal course of hi ‘exigtence — go'ng fecd sropping,
N . ] z . .

taking his chiidrén o0 “he rark, 2nd washinz clothes at the -gurcrom"* 25 2Ny

cther comminity member might — the researcher's zath cfien cressed trat ¢©

sources of vaiuable informatior. )
R : ' . : o
- . < B . °

- -

>2/

Sifé-ié@piﬁé includes identifying the Significént objects and spatial ar

raﬁéaﬁéﬁfé in the site, along with the nemes and grours of s‘uden te involved
‘ - - . - - - . [ —— —— R

in the study., Initial mapping took place via: the princzpal’s tour at the -

start of the project. ‘The staff, dur‘-*'iﬁfbr:al 1nuerv&eno, were zsked- to
J

identify chlldren ard their frlena hlp struc‘ures. . Plans were initizlly made,

kY

_structure of this school was that of self-contained classrooms, and wes other-

wise unigue as deser ‘ved in the following Section cn ercn:‘e%%ﬁ?é:;iéﬁiiifﬁ ot .

the students wes.1ow throughcut the physical ple ans. Since Sth grade, for ex—
ugh plen 7

s
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ample, was uogether througbouu the day with little crenge in rpupil ccmrosi-
tlon, a gulde was unnecessary. -The~bul2'b£-timé, then, wes put into cultivat-
ing 1’a=.él;a‘t:1 c*xshlps n th s‘cudent which would lead to valif information as  to

s—«’ﬁgroup aculvrh.ee and nercentlons.

uhe deveWOumen‘ of- severa: nfonnanus JAin the 2nd and SUk grad

_ ﬁéiéﬁﬁ&fﬁéé&/iéféﬁ% gféﬁié;

‘%egotlaulng

0‘f‘¢1al= Ircm *he cenfral brarch of the scbco-

.ﬁacted:as ﬁoithe purpbses of the é%ﬁ&i; in gener:l;

e S S R N
terest; a facter test:-yzng to the loosely :;r:éa

senool -system. nltbousb ube schOOWS are uec:n*cc~1fA-
: nét!TéQﬁirea leg2]

therefore Serves as &

11y “to Smelu to the 013

Iztter clsar houSe oF informati

It wéé-éiéﬁgﬁ that the schoo: zrincirel rnzd
o 5 : L8

- -~

the sxte.

legitimated

Négctiatiéﬁ; %ﬁéﬁ;.éiéééé&é& direcly *hrcmn the

the® spring of 1679, the research** srranged several o

cuss the purposes o the study as outlined ii the

- -Cver 'the course of ubose~meeu1ngs she was very rece

»

act*v1t¢es would 1nclhne -nterv1em_ . “ote %a;;hg, z2nd

'_Ehe nrinc*pal welcomed us warmly anid 1nvzued Us o the

-

‘ard  lunch ir ,’..eptember._, The feﬂbmng notes frcm the:t

pE—_

inf’ue“cea cn:lhr9 'S

""""" EIRAEIS S
zZation wriEw

vects of s

11

This rnféf*crsblt—buJWd’r’ activity'led

=um:nls*rau-on ﬁ°r°

EE

cri"inal

s
vO
=

deos, staff, and

v

con~

*r-rc-*c; — Sr.

oot

estings with her o dis-
grent rrorcsal:
rtive,
tirg ihe fact thef his
classrocm cbservations:

first : :cu_‘y meeting

foreshadow: as-

PR

ey evi aerced littie *n—-
retwork of the .Cafholic
nuercor ected, they are
°cén§rél office. e -
ion ané éyéfém;éuppfrf.

N
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: they:had such frovble g°t‘ﬂng the éléé%?iéiéi in, and

W“Pran\;fbstz_n:shea 1mc... 21 the tezchers ard
s’taff" collected arourd a large sguare- tztle: AL

‘present I am taking notes. All the teachers have

folders. They look brand new. They have some papers.

- I also notice that they have &cme stationery, zens,

and percils: in them. Some did not pick these up 2t

the office in the morning: Sr. T. called the meeting

s

tc order and i&élééhé& us 21l to St. Angelz's. ihis year

and noted there- was an-ogen door boliéi; for cffice
- ;

visitation: What 'l believe she meant by t::a" ig *thet

a teacher was free to come :nto her office =zt any

timé."“ .
\” o

I

_The principal then made a jcke gbout kissing the elsc-

LT T S-S -
trician; someorne they 'ned ecming in to fix the cir-

cuits in uhe pﬂ:ace. She noted that ke was a ﬂol-, ard

""" 3 1 S WU S 7717;1 djam e

What is ‘thero is 1ife but kissing?' and noted *hat

" _that wes the only way she could:keep him ccming —

kis’éi'r‘»g nim 'every time he did sb'met“- g ight:

She. then no ed that the jéniuor Gmt amai-éntly he

‘hrew. the. keys @ the prlrc’m.f. - and “ereJ.ore tpe?.

\

teachers éﬁéﬁi& not expect the fepéit.prbjéété o be

~
r 4

done on tbime. fbss;b*y/thsy car get three mothers fo

- e s

veiiniger .to cisen the rremises <hree days - zeEr
%’Eéﬁ: oo
] ¢
P
- + ) i - o
B ) .12 . .



.

o : Sr. I. the Tede a s‘trcng statemen+ that she must aim
oo . ‘55 o ) R
T ' for a strong’ isciplme mthm the. schoo She showed

L S 2 1ittle book that she had ordered That was Fitled

+he rf*"f;’ She

[N

rig*‘d.’ A1 children ask for order ‘in

£l

- . S noted that - they are 'ch;'l dren, riot 11ttle adul‘cs and

- - | that each teacher oSt WorTc wi Lh each \’ dent as an

N _ ;-indiva;&uaﬂ;; Se said, 'Ve must all agree\t thet uhe,,

' answer us courteously rather then ce‘:rrg fliprent.'
She ther gave the rulés for addressing tezchers. ®ids

=

can use 2 first nems 2s long &5 they tlace z T,

: ‘ Miss, . or Mrs. in front of i%, and of ccurse-z Sri in

-

N : - ..+ fromt of it if the tesck er- is 2'mwi.; In her words,

9.
|
I

she said; 'Insist ugon it. If they do it o you, then

W T -7 they'lldoc it to a¥1 of us. Ton't . teke fiirrant

S . “onswers: e must imsisti'

)

- E o e e o o i T
e Her second set of ruies: No gum in sc"ool 2t any

-time. Sﬁéééla, ’God gave me & good smeJer 2

St .- detect bubble g in ahy room: "Make “hem ?

':0'111':‘; Inszst upon itii..’

- I.u.nch dutles then gct assv gped. C‘ne ue:c"ze¢ was *o 50..

e e . %o the 1unchroom, the ether to the pl ayground There, -

- -

¢ 'beys were t6 Suay on one szd_e; girls on thée other.

I R PG I A ' e v i mEwSlE
Tighting was 23l .:c te cecur '... 58 long 3£ Tnere’s

ERIC. . 7 o7 7o T e e e
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Helpful Hints on Discipline: She said; 'I don't meen
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\LHQ prlncz;a. then outllned the daily scheduls in <the

_Somecody a&se brough* uﬁ that fumerals’ na; tén at “hese

. Sr. T éﬁéﬁtﬁéiiy'fégéiﬁe& control of the méétiﬁg, 5by
,renrxmand*ng a teache* *br taiking wnile she was try-
ing 0 mzke anroﬂf'éi”;‘s. She 418 it witha sort o

_ﬁok;.' air:

morning‘ There will bte an 8:0C Massv 8:30 or so thera

'1s breakfést for the chlldren — & free areakzusu oro—-

granm for ch dren who qLa_lfy erw1se s much as 35
cents z meal. At 8:45 the school starts. wih the
ringing of a bell: e teachers preside over ihs e 8:00
Mass and they Swifch off in terms of Tesporsibility

every week or-so. The childrer sit in the approrriate

spofs; upper grades sit on thé' right side of the.

chirch and 1ower g“ades ch the 1ef Cne of the nuns

“brought up at this point tha, th’e'y skould elirinate

|
(@7
9‘
af

51ng1ng at the'¥ess because it will cut the <im

o 20 m.nutes and u_xe fbr a more ezftc1e“u-’éé vice.

zasses and prolong them gnd then everyone's “lzte. 4

1ong dzscuss*on foiicwe& on the 1ength *f the rerticu-

_ lar. prlest s sermon, and how that could bo*d uhings up

also. Everyone entered into the discussioﬁ'éi that .

point. Cther smaller discussions broke put in’ dif-

ferent cormers of the room and for 2ll intents ard

< a

P

$4 ot

fall '
Y-

 purposes the mesting wes subverted. , BTN
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She then explained ‘zbout tniforms.  The

wear blue pents snd a white shirt.

 penalties for breaking this mite wntil

-boys are to

Ccfbber' 1st-

Girls ‘are to wear white, yellow, or biue socks, plzid

" gkirts. No temnis shoes azre to be worn excert on &

m the next part of ube meegmg, the rrirciral fi-_a_-;;

got %o taasﬁng about thirgs +hat directly concern in-

st:"uction: Sne nc‘ted .at she nzd ordered - vxew text-

’b"o'oké in math, Ingiish; rnanm.g spell

new re‘l igion bock: She noted_

ling, and 2lsc =

+hat in the writing

. books. and  the: reliéiBﬁ Béé}és no one is to drew ©

%

write in ‘be books bece:use t‘riey are m*erba:*‘ﬂ: . and

should be writing dn‘IOOEéléF‘ geper.. .. :

The princirel tren noted now

writing

~shoutd bé reused. Zzven in the,wr:t-g_bcok; tneré

ié important.

Te correct Zormation of tbe letters is mrortar to

3

em;ehas’ze. The Zarer—Blose-* method

hY

should- te aseé ;

ard work dey 'by éay, drill and nract;ce, sz'ou_d be e**

phas:.zed £ teachers follow this p&tlcm& scheauia

. acccmphshed .

She ther want ong 0 éy 2 ines

no messy i@.ners frea c’:_id—-en.

o 'pencn.ls unu:.l November 0, and

‘; ) ) .v,. o ._ 15

of daiiy Dract;c,.r'g of rendwriting, meny things can De

e

. - . _
= =
Serelrsnsiicieierye

Grades 4 to 6 oniy use

’_éhén if

There will be no

they are nea., 7

N

- |
- |
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i'.they can use pens. In the lower grades .the teachers
R : ©  should be ‘more aatlent but there were, ‘nexcusaaly,
'SOiZIé pé.péréln uppér grédéé_- I ’.701115.1’1"5 feed T2

pig." All students .in .the school showld use this

. :  heading: the name g0es in The upper lef Thand correr,

:grade be10w that, daue in the ri shfka‘d corner, sub-
ject beiow that, and specific eassigrment underneath
that: Everyone agreed, 211 the teachers consented.

The finel announcement was that papers were not to be

.torn oitt . of s,zral notebooks. éniuzn-a:n, _cose‘éé:
reges vere acceptao’e.' This is throughout the vhole
'ééhbdl Cne teacber remmrwegbﬁﬁﬁéfg %&é’ téééhéfié_

etho& cf paper— %eeo;ng srouiﬁ’ be aec:ded od tre

her . Smaxier d*scussxons tegen %o ureah out in

5y
ct
§;
o
]

7 : ~* %he-rcom.. The pri nc1;al ca*Wed for an vend of * the:
meeting with a prayer.

As you can see, there is lifttle indication that .t?e central @étholic

school hlerarchy is eX°rt1ng 2 direct _nfluerce on the rrincipal's no‘;cy'
i . S . . »; - :
: g ‘measures. You can 21so see that the princ1pai is the **nai erbiter of -class-

room diéclplwne and management. ‘However, it should .be roted that over he',

course of the year, tb@ nr1nc1pa_ se eldom VI51te& clas urocms to see 1f her nol—

icies were oetng carrie& out.

- o At the next -nserv1ce meetlng, we gave each teacher a descrﬂptlon of the,
study, - and tél& ‘bem of the int euyten to-ceme 1nvo the czsasrocm t2¥E riotes,

and get to. KnCW‘g+uaents — but in ways unat would not c-s‘ur" regular aciivi~

Aruitoxt provided by Eic B . . . B . . . e . D

d

bk
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N . . -

receptive; our strategy

ties: Although all the teachers appesred ini $iall;

'méré teachers were thoroughly comfortable with the researcher’s presence.

- Two classrooms were, eventuelly studied intensively: 2nd and-Eth gradés..

t

g ——Totn teschers were—extremeiy—ccmfortab%a—rn—%he—rese&re’”er's preserce, be

b

later . became that of Spending scheduled emounts of time onl nly in cl@srooms.

'tak:;ng nc‘ces or cemmunicating with s"udmx‘cs durmg ‘brésks in the classroom

|
‘

- - -rou‘tme; Hnsysuema‘clc; nmch brlefer cbserva‘c*cns Wé*é made in 11 other

-

' classrocms. -

e

- Establishing the Researcher's Role

Gola. (19‘38) Gescribes a ééﬁ*ziﬁu‘c& of possiple roles :in the field Ircm

“that o.;. ccmp Siets observer ‘cc *ha* of cemb’;e‘ce .,e.rtzcz.*en . Since the subjects

’

;
co:nnle te ooserver, ﬁéwéiiéf; would have 2 Towed ne :n‘;:rac uo'x mtn the ch;l—

- d; en, seversly ".m.*'ﬁg the rictmess of the data: E'herezere, ‘;E: da.e clas- -

. szflcatlo pari:ici;an:t—._—cbsemei; was chosen.

In this projecs, %hé role of "a responsitle aduls, se'car,.pe from  the
J ]

’s"ch'oél auuhorl‘cles, sen.,ltlve to and interested -n ch*i;crer* ard ‘:heli‘ é’étiﬁ'—

vy

this role wzs J.mpor"anu on. +wo accounts: (a) to prevens overidentification
with children's in‘cérés’fcs’ {"goirg na‘;zve"); end () io maintain emphesis on

- - -

ch:leren ra‘cher ‘chan on adults (ethr'ocenur );_ Bur‘ton (10""’) "IO"GES that ‘cbe

latter prob'lem is the mosu serlot:s whe*t st y%@ une ung, smce :t is éasy

“to ascribe- aa’ 1t motives éﬁ&',fét_iéﬁéﬁs for actions and utterance of children

K

_ i : IR

" were chﬂ;dren, 'tPe rolé of cer:nlete tar‘cvc m"' wes _m'co svble. . The . role of

ties" was establlsheﬁ'and mam‘ca—mec Ty the researcner. The mam tenarice of
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°

wh:.ch, in +‘act develop from 2 unioue 1cg’c. It wes important tc take off the

"bllnders of an agult's viewpoint, ard- think a5 a child would, for the purposes

of comminicating with the subjects of hé shudy.
At a1l tunes the researcher identifisd himself as a r see.rcher . frem the.

Iy
oo

’tIiiiVéféa‘:tj of Bé’.réﬁfa’i‘é. Ietters of intr echct*on and . refe:-a—nco wers g'ven uO

all participents at the site. Yere ‘self —*der*‘at Ica*'*cn, newever, wes nc,u

enough. The princifel, some of the eschers, and. students had difficulty

3

.mderstardmg vhat a wiversity re=earcner was (ééé the secticn .,-.d cn

role}, - and therefore, at tires, refused to sccept his 1de.w-:{. TWO months

'

~ into the research, Sévérai of the 8th grzede?s‘cuden‘cs.decidéd hé Wwes a nersot-

ies ezgent. This nroblezn was eliminstad ov="_;"~me s ,hej discover éd'-‘:‘é‘g no
one got in tf’cst;ﬁié&ﬁé g the researcher's hote-talking. At the seme time, the

schoot wes being critically wrilten up in the ne‘.(“srzp rsover scmé controver-
sigl events which had occurred the f'iifious ‘-‘*ear;- "}*e trinciral; syeing the

- ~

ﬁé%éfjéklné; . then began to worry tha‘-: the rcse"mine*' wes 2 ne .s*:a;:e:“, sTv. =7
. - . , SN vy

show:.ng nis noues, the researcher was_zble %o a“cuenua"e tris Tr coﬂ:éi:’i-_ to & ,'de'—_-

; gree, but final resolution.did noi':'_":ake ;1ace wikil the rrincipal tecame Il’r

T

in M?.rch and was nennarentl_; re: 31J:ed ’ ;;;r' sz relatlons “were _meaw a"ely.

" establ ished with the new administrator, ard 1’11 exis a“ ‘?ﬂzé ;*:‘::ng.

We tr’ ed to "g‘fve vack" o the mr‘lcme.rvts at the Q“ce and ,rereby .

' tabllsh a2 sense of recmrocrby, i Necessary cordlulon for *‘aﬂ ae\,entanc,.'

."For example, the researcher volunueered o momtor he 2nd grade cer'ter on

vmany cceasmns, and seméumes substlmted for the ueacher. r-’e 21so arransed :

to “tutor: some sm&ents, and took playground du‘by on ocus:.or«. Cne aay he was

sumrarily asked to clezn up-‘brc’zfen- g}__*- on the *’ avgroun d and “hug "‘CY!’.‘..lu.e& '
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"

‘&Is*esnecu wzs -roe;eﬁdent of the rescarc 1er'S presence:

‘that his 1n1t1al acceptance w%as established. By June of | 980, the srd of the

This gave rise to a few new probiems As an adult within the “site; he

was expec*ed to uphoi& tﬁe norms of the *nstz*ut*on, the rn;e againsu gum—

chew1ng, for example; If Le en:orced the *u_e bv not;fy*ng teachers or prin--

cipal of 1nfractlons, he would have :Losu the trus; of students, especizlly the

8th graders. A second problem concerned the rule of formal édi'éss = "¥r.

Mike." Ihe researcher preferre& an *nformai form of address ("Nike"); as ena-

bllng closer contact with studenus. 'f” the eyes of - the principal eond tﬁé

staff, the resear roher was *herefore not behav*tg as a responsib}e adui , but
F

was fostering disrespect. Deily time 2% the site evertuail" remedied ;bo T

conflicts. Ehe nosts soon saw tﬁét' the incidence 0‘ g chewing and

El
i) I3
.

T o F:
Pesezrch Technigues -

< ey

a: Observations; Observations were made on the activities of various

K
I3

.grou;s npprox‘maueT" o deys of otsServation rer week occurred cier the s'bco; ’

.

ye?* ‘ ": < S . - T

Slnce thie progec+ was conc\ +ed with cogn_ 18 processes,'qhe auten scnalA
ésﬁecosﬂlof social In eractlon were of srec*ai ¢mto"tarc The ckee ”e' aote&&
" what thé child sociéiiy'étterded {0 and how s/re oehave& oursn,nﬁ_: +he .saf,.

éiéi strmuius ,Iruerv*ews WIuh the cnsid*en *nvoived *r'the iz teract*or, vhenf

-ses -

'.30331b1e fccussed cn the s‘rategles ed in the course of the ;nteracolon. :

thes aru audlctases W’er° uses’ to " record observat_Cts and 'uuerv*ew

v
7 +} -~ 2 —~ v o e
4 ,rcu;f Erﬂe cod,ct::ns=nave bee. rassed e usz-cf tars

tions due to the effects on ihe respondent, ‘Warreh: "O/i) kas found that the

S

bk,
N~ I

\&kg
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‘

émariwéitusv, wher' monitored for. tias; can be use& as at; effect data gathering

1nstrumen‘b in the f’ e"d

b ‘Informent 1nuervve*nv1g. Informent iﬁ%éﬁiéﬁﬁé toqk the i‘é?m of ask--

ing 'c'hil’dré'ri how éri éctivlty 'o"ccurr:e'd {usuzily in thé researcher's- presence)-—--

- Sy

and why the ch’r& ac‘bed in suc‘z/e. menner. e develomment of such child in

forpents ﬂEs 2 key ' objective; since t"lese interviews wers the o

N

is for

deccrmmg the socxo-cogmtxve S‘bra‘bEgir—-s -L-L‘at ahildren use.

N - . -

: ' c- R’esp'ondegg interviewing. This wes of wo types: (2 'sééio’:iiétri'_c’i

type questiomnzires Io assess group Structure (Groﬁtxr*& 195933 (k) general

.
v '-!\' '

DR interviews. about strategies used in groups; s weil as Ghar *..cterl tics OF

these  groups: Due to the o;on—emed nature of the ‘*°=ea:rc‘* ‘exact con tems o*

- {rese more formzl -‘-..,,rvlew ees'=:r.on:s was ‘.c*' ue“ ..O“cd in. c.zrfance.

Con*t*o.lmg “or blas. Qu.a..lua ve reeearch ves sou.e cens d atzen. 0.

. comtrot of Bias on ths p.‘rt of t"é obsér('r‘é‘r;~~~but 'd'c:'esr not see’.: to gather sys-

: ema‘xcai;ty IIEOI‘mE;uIGII on snncz.ﬂ"c' m.ases. ,_\'ucq reaculve -effect \j&éﬁé
evaluated frcm other information sources; such as sugceed znter*news_';-:itn

the same person, and -ntervxevs concernmg the daa recelved'::'cm ot er ir*fcr:

ments: ST ¢ ,
If tﬁéfé are "ar”e dlscrewncxes 'rn +he &aca, sc:nethmg might have been

mssed due ‘c'O' aulty 1nterpreuat10n, szgna_ ing edmocemfiéﬁ.-. Going native
A 7 <

ﬁés éS.SéSSéd by consu.;.,tmg w:x.‘th kr‘ow'l %geanle ou‘bs:.ders concermng, e‘beerve—
BN f" tib’n&’:, but this could also have ed us éﬁé{r f;éxi a groumed &ec*'y of the or- |
. o L DI _. _ R
‘Stereotypic idezs of :ﬁﬁa’féﬁ ééiéér*n’iﬁg adults as w’éﬁ as .reactive . ef-

q y . ; I3

fects 2lso-nad to be & ccotnted Tor (]

PR 4BESY - TP 5 mmetmem A ;
ieCall, 1662} Itz pattern of behavier.

;0

.
i

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



from the adult m & mennér dlfr rent from the way another =dil: woula eceive

_'was observed then ‘x:he researcher ascertamed by use® of mIo“_ar s wnetner or

not. the 'oa‘tern occurred in the observer s absence. o

<

Accordn.ng 0 P'age* (1059/, children's reasomng and _anguage is qualite-

tlvely different. *‘rom that cf adul‘cs. .pe child'will receive ccmiﬁ'ﬂééﬁéﬁ

it. . When 1nuerv1°w1ng child mfomcn.,s, it wes important to -éssess the

child's “c:hmhng and 1anguage anc{ *o ad,,ust information rece"ved ﬂc"orclng-y.

v,ﬁaget's_,method_cliniape‘_qg“ gg:g_gvze:g@ cnildren xcv*aea a2 meisl.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Three copies. of each transcript weré meie. for e purpose. of security au

Da";a ﬂedac‘tlon-& Pna.,yb.ta - — — : : : .

* AT1 observations were dictsted at the snd of the éay irdc a fape record--

er; and- .Later ‘cranscr’ ved. 1c éd ctservations were tased on roush notes

+&en at the -.Si'c'é., -1._1. fomal 1n.e"*fié 7S, were

Gver '200C “trarscripted p’agés ‘were collected over the courss of the study.

__eneijsm. -

0]

Transcrlnts were read thorough&y, and no tes. vere maae in the =mArzins &

-
—

,‘cegorles r:e*‘e constructed to facf:i e the ana} is.

. The genera_.;,categorles were =s follé‘«rfsi e
.. 4. Characteristics of the school orgamizaticn

= . oL . -

‘T:é% what ‘*ea;ch item signi Tied. "'rom marz::nai: nc,es a<geries cf genev'a“ ca-"
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5. Children's conceptions of peer orgenization
6. Children's conceptions of neighborhood orgenization - )

. o ) o _’,.r: s T ~ _ . .
7. < Children's conceptions of the workplace. a _

A's-ybti...can”‘"‘.ééé;;'o”m"'"* arez ( 6f __Trese féééﬁF*?i"iéféé&éﬁé& ééﬁéi&éf” bly -over the

course - of t?*e s"udy en;'ty the .Lzrst two ._éadmg_ li te discussed in %ﬁié

report. Other fcpics are Iﬁa..'*' ious stazes of analysis and will e reporved -

.

Ebch ‘oroad subjéct matter arez “wes then brokes down |imto subtopics. .

mese often con51sted o“‘ vari ous charactg § on which ghiidren wers

[ - . 4

theugh" e vary. ’\ thm each smﬁle* cg égéfy; age ,'éﬁ&"séit gcoparisons. were

-

made.

"‘ra_fzscrlp"s Wer par‘-lyloned accc.ramg 5 tre gonera. ca,eoor' es. -

scripts. mere segnen"'e& cm .m:, and ,asue& orto 5 by 8 cerds:  Zech 2zrdé was,

marxed witn an 1”_'F_'o"mant or resnomem; coae, lLS ass-a.éa ain Eéféié?y and

subcztegory, source and dme a:xd cross—c assz ca‘b on zn.o“..a" on. 've gut

frankly wera ﬂmmderlng ina eea of 1nzormaulop unuﬁ ~ 'o'ur' :conm“' uan.., John

" Cgbu, prcv‘ded us mth this useful and 1ns1gh‘cfu. tcchmeue.- '

o

. .. X . X .\

S _' Ecologlca;. Contexs -

'\

Southeas+ Plainfield 1s an int tegrat ted relghocr ‘ood ex1 w.ng within the
q-
ccrpora‘te c117y 'llm..."' 'L'he area renresents a umque cross—cecﬁon o*‘ eg.hn1

(Pohsh Ukrainian, German, Iithuanien, etc ). and mincrij_t_:y (na‘tvve Amer:.c.an,

black, H:Lspamc\ cul‘ﬁ“‘es. The ﬁéiéﬁﬁé?ﬁééd is approx:.m. tely 25% b lecic, with -

PR, T [

n 9"'1r~r~ ‘F':'l’? '-'"v Sy X . "N'a anps o —mnlon tran gt
Y be !
mOSt O be ”OPJ_ s an wLE LOWET SCCL uv..\.u.Cn-v JECIZET. LOWCneEs s

. é"&iiéf§‘ only 2 few square mlle ,ye&houses over )0 OCO residents, mostly in

-
]

: . it HASS : oo .o feave oz

%
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v .

condxtxon//’Ehe nexghbarheod centains elements of the us oan slum 28 wall as of

a tough,/ ethnic; waking class_ccmmunity. (uee Appendzx A;}

,Southeast ccntains~seven eiementary schoc%s within its apgroximete oberd-
er. // SChOO1S Were ‘Shosen randomqy to anproach for negotiation for entrv: Us-
1ng +he initial crlter 2 of (2) ease of er ry, ab) - cenditions conclusive

to f1e1d work, one school — 3 ;-Angela,s — wes chosen Tor the troject:
)2 S
St. Angela's began out as the c1‘y's first free school in 1792. At that

point it~ consisted of only -ong building, three blocks from its tresent vosi-

‘ticr. ‘Soon there were many new buildings. With the -influx. of Irish immi-

. grents <n 1840 and théif harﬁ;éérnéd.saViﬁ?S;”St; Angela's rarish was 2ble *c
. = e £ b

bu_ld not Oﬂiy new c&ﬁrch ut 21so an erAhanage for . stranded Irish chil-
. dren. Trié C ns’stea of Eﬁé tuildings, one for toys and the other Zor zirls.

&

At the turn of the centiry, &S moré immigrants czme indo this Tart of towm,
the neighborised beceme scmewhat more Stable. .ihe neeé for zn orghensze 42

éréQSédi,énd the nééd for a schoci increased. At that poins, the pastor sent

k]

_‘cr teachers frem Irelend.. The crrhensgé wes tnen cenvertead to serarate

schseis for boys and gvr’s on the nléh Scriool 1level, axd 2 scrool for toth on

l -
the elementary level. . - o o
The high :school ard the crpnaname vere aiscentinued on firancizl’ grounds

=

'annrox1mateiy 20" yeers ago.'u Jhar is 1@“ ‘oday is on;d +he parlsh ar@ +he

+ .

elementary scrooi.- Zoth crganiiatiéhs héré ‘use bf 211 ‘ke cuildingsﬂ

8yl

The Neighborhood . T

Tho school fzces Yzst on 2 main thercushfars bisesting an oid
&iétrict;‘iiés one looks zcross this main §Efééf; one czn see boarded up store

v



v

and liguor enterprises. Three doors south of the school is 2 restaurant
reputed to be a:hangout for nrostitutés. . Furth'er to the south is the bar dis-
trict of the city — the place where sailors comirg imto pors general-.y spend

<

- their leave car'o'usin'g and drinking‘. Stil4 further to the south — "uu th*s is

HouSing in ihe city. : -

e - .
. -
Cd
.
‘
'
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o .
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¥
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very little green grass or irees: A visitor

only 10 Biéékg frem the school « is the Wé‘téffféﬁt. ) o B

S dwe""ln.gs TWen‘t'y blocks nor*‘h of EE scinoﬂ: i3 +n orst arez of sium

_ East of the schocl, the ares is made up of predcminently white Polish
i lim o mim e N SIS
vorking “cless familiss. Scme of these familiss have teen there for 20 years,
end remarketly have not moved fcr various i‘é;aséns. They werx in the  indus- -

L,

tries on the cast side of tawn, ard are ﬁcuud le.czl .

A1) the houses in the school area gre of the row vé.rié_t—y. They have 2
width of no more them 13 feet, and smare s-rce w@lls., Thsre are no frons

lewns: The teckyards are usually cement; =rd zre rnc longer that 20 Teex.

What this presents is an enviromment where there is very litile privecy, end

usual signs of urtan de-

cay, but later learns that the inhsbitants rave sirong block and ‘neightorhced -

ties, ard ébﬁsidérié;éé’éﬁééé to be an éﬂi}éi?fé; ' ¥nowing éiféf'éﬁé on the
e g

P

‘block is one of ine anaphve stre:tegles that 2 nezg.nbornom c’n:lc "’LS" learns:

Iooking at <the ¢ &shool ; are 1S struck by its 9'sz:aren., uIQCCf:tl uity “with
the mneigaborhood, ,tut ‘bhi.s. turnsout o be 2 mat‘er of its ‘sp’eci"ai hetero-~

o

genelty '“"'Eé :e7n§é of ccmmm;tv descnbed shove varies widely f:cm the work=
mg class home to the rundown rotz hcuses of the ﬁrcgee*s. Tach néifgﬁ:o'brhbdé

structurs is sma:.‘; narticu_arisuic and 'ibEEé—:—&éts. ’:‘?:e “—Ot‘l? on a2 b ck, o

in 2 )%i\‘cicui cro:ect bu.ld."g, zre gererzlly of tre same sosial’ str#a and
= - ?- ) . :_;: . L7 - . . i . -
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' ¢nildren frem aspects of this urbsh énviromn’e_nt._

- are stable over some period of tme. Since the school draws cnildren frem all

over thls nelghborhood the school is. tbere*’ore more heterogeneous than ezch

/

block. Th° Chlld cemirng J.rom a nomogenous DlO“h must Tearn 0 adapt 7o this

heterogenous se"tm.g. Th.s does not seem apparerwt a‘t'; first mmtil 346& ask some

'of the chil dren about other tarts of the ne*ghborhood ?e*.-f o*‘ hem mow  any-

thing abou., ‘bhe world beyond th"lr three— ‘or’ ..onribloclr uerrl‘cory. ‘-f"béri éélié&;

about bus senrlce to the nor‘hern pe.r" of uhe c1ty, cne 8tn grader- dld “not

éiiiﬁ know where tne vorthern part of the éi"y was — ..m this was ons of the

better st_udefzfé; Few of the students ever wender ’beycmd ul"e r own neighbor=

hood bowndaries: - .. S .

The _s'chéol itsel? is .E?ﬁfﬁ ‘Eo’fofgé 2 sense of cemrunity ‘a its chil-

. . .

-~

L ' s — s s e i
dren. . The’ 'w.‘ccl crganization “and’T ligious aff zha‘sxur has +he most direc

t:.es *co tno rarti ul fepily configurdtions and values of the white wvorking

Ei';és's uGIiSh secti’o'n._ ’Zhééé reople générélly nake up <he parith as well: The

cu-

major school &is&:or:tx ui‘y ig ‘:r:orvore wish w.e c‘-_lé g

-

in : the perish; or who have 2 d*fxe*‘en, cultural ‘t:acr'srowd. Essentizlly, <he

‘\»:
’.
3
do iy
|

school takes c"l.ldren from a wide veriety of neighterhood eettins:s, and +tries

to instill in Them a common Béﬁ@i‘oﬁﬁ& based in ;e:t’m tke Polish working

.¢lass heritage. This I‘er*tage &oes “o“’ include the .&-—r Xocks stores ardf ‘

the bars that =are so -preva_.ent in Zhe ﬁéigﬁﬁorhood: Se t‘:e =ehoo}. pakes

strict prohibitions 2s to where its children can congregete bvefore or after

-

.sc¢hool: - r'csr example, éﬁLdren are nou 2tlowed to stend *ri front 'o':. an ‘{—ratcd

:bbbifsforé . If they have been seen hangmg arcund the restam ant whv ch se*'ves

as a hangout for prostltu" their beqavzor vs r—mrted ard tre pr-nc*pai .

o
3
=
[(

_ s
recr ricaniz

-4 K B .
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P

e
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[ e ps - — - = — - .
tuem. [he ool clezri; "av & mezndste 4o inswiels ard Trotect _-J?:e
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U / Z In smnmary regarchng ‘the rei:at'ronshxp ne‘:«eeﬁ the- rveig.nbo; nood and. S‘t.
Ange‘la S, twWo thi'ngsr are amrent; FlI'Su, ihe ééﬁéél, by v1rtue of its backf

.

ground, is most con‘tmuous and congr'uen‘t wwth 'cbe worang cldss blocks that’

£

exist east:@ of tie school x.econdl , the- c=cﬁool ‘tr;es uO r:een uhe c’mldrm

B

,

_the seedier sx&e..of urba_n -3:1fe.‘ In .doi g sér r’ es to becor'e 2 s p“ ace

“e 7. for the c"u,laféﬁ o become mculca‘ted ‘h ‘the vﬁues of ‘tﬁé j%;if‘tiéﬁar "crc—

- -ing_\-'ci’ass’ sulture that it clalms asm.s Herrtage. Ab a’ r % i%rf&é&éé

particularistic vlock sen‘t_.:neu‘ts '.gu.tb values thau are scmew{ at more. liiivereal

- - . _

T e R
The Ph:y’s:.cal Plan» o*‘S Arigarl’;_é_—:.ib _ ——- ) - o

- 5 .

]

As yOu-a roacu ‘t’be school frem uhe pain st reet, you .see '*a*rb'a;.f.r’ﬁ%-irbh-
. ) - - AN
T fénces eu:rcurdmz the churcn and uhe school. r'he Front of the srvxco La:*d- :

Ing 1mass s'?Ee* bro 3—.=n s‘bamed g;tass -:’if';&ét-:é;r aré 2 b*g gr e dcor .'..'.".i"la..u 187 the

s : S

Lo om.y eh‘i’aﬁ’{'—. o tne £v00l:-  Cn the &éér'g }':_OU go: in theré_. is 2 sign MO

= I.OI”ERD’G but on the i’f&ri‘t teps c? ohe séﬁéé" oné can nevertheless often

»

T fmd ‘the alcobo] ics that roam ‘th’s aar‘ of ‘town._; o -

.

: T_o»en’c_er the schoo; 1f yomare no‘t a ch-ld ou have ‘to ring :"E'lé tuzzer

\

EEE that éiér‘bs the s%' retary Sne opens the blg creek.ng steel door — &f
N ,heck:.ng you ou‘t through a: llt'“lc wirdow. You are allowed en‘try in‘t'or' t’rié

buu,u.‘.ug only af sr sote 1ntor;ggatlon 2§on y’our ?u’r“ose. ,.,ecunty is vary

mPOr'tan‘t in ‘the school S .' ' f oo
e :'; . Vhen you first wa.’tk in uhe door, you see a very. shor‘t hallway To your
L left on the first Floor i the hbrary an& a ‘=m2l’ of“‘1ce._= _To “l“e rlght is
‘ ) E = t " - ' ? . R . Lot . N .
QT B e - . ‘o C : A
FRICT. - - s =B SRR
o O I A e < S .

away frem vaﬁous parts o*‘ 'bhe neighbor ooa ‘che.t,zt dces no% anﬂ'clon, such as e



e kxndergarten. Behmd "ha‘E is the_ ‘bhir& graﬁe class*eem a couple of 'e’mp{cy

rccms, and the teacher S prepere‘clon room.

& . 1’here is a large wooden s’ca.lrcase that runs up from iR fromt ﬂhai&ﬂ:way

 is '}&i;ééééﬁ& the staircase, = you come to the 2nd floor landing ard Find a
L . N P -

- . ‘classroom on. either s1de. The Building is es 'entlal.y U-shaped, and you are |
at the bot‘tom par‘t of the U Ehe rlght w:.ng housSes the sixth and 8th grades:

Y . . the E:eft fourth and fiffh grades, plus some em'oty reoms ard stor,ge slzce.

( e .VThere is a thIrd foor, bu‘t ‘ahxs, is ,off limits because of fire rec'u..a—

:<3 tlons. t"lere éf‘é no. ﬁcﬁér exits frcm that ;fioo If you do £0 up -there, you

flnd that 211 the rooms are of - t"*e smejrﬂz cubicuiar var e‘y """ey used to e

..

hvmg guarters ,for the mms w’qo taught m the school: © They are row used only

oo, ' : . - . .

';forsgor*age;’" L ' =
: . - o

o ” i The zain U-shaped buiiding tlrms hcuees the 1’11’:’:;&5 and . e{i::.ir strative

' "Sbéc’é. tlus Qeve*'l Sef the n1 ne c.wssrcoms, ai a éz"eau de& of urmed sr*.w,

mueh e" waich has nct been deemed sefe by various city 1r*.spec't:ov's._

.
-

I\'{

. As you 3:06:5 20rdss 11: you See thé ba.c..s of row hc s behind 2 1 :arge congrete
> = N S

’ waﬂi.. o, the right is the Annex, so—ca_led ,'t e& te 5oz*e of tlre high-
‘“ scho\l Eﬁdi@s._ Now* 3;1: houses three clsSsrocmS. First gr ade is on the

fi;st flccr: Secord grade 1s on tre 2né loor (tm 2 steep f}.i“’"t
R - . stairs), and /'casts two rocms: Another ma_l rcom there was' mede availsble *
. N : : .
R ST il cmmnd cETh mrmnrn FhSnaniate ond  AFReR AR
- us as a -project office, though shared with spesch the'fapls‘cs and other coun-
°  selors.. ¢ ' :
9-, o _ .,.' o . - ,,1,4,:,,,.,,,, L —mtm s —
- To the rlght of ‘hé‘A'nnex is the church hall. This conta;rs the audito-

- N

rivfl, which is q'urt' large, and which is.where <he children ea¥ lunch: !

Tow:

»

iy
*
(4

ERIC ST L

%
oo
~J



2%

24

m&WKWMnmam&MdW1t #bove the hall are more classrocms originsl-

ly Lsed by the blghgseheelmgbuu closed off now_iar saf=‘y reasons.~;;~ - i

"

[
Flnally, to the right of the’ school..na__, a2djacent to it; is the church:
It is of cla’Séi’c go thic des*gn, and very large; g-vefv the rather small popula-

ticn that néw étt’er:&s it. This éhiiréh-'»irés orice *he ecu:."e..e..q of 2 catt Ddral

. ~ on’_this side- of towit; = znd it services.would attr cT racrie fr'cm’,;qui'te 2 dis-

T - tance: This is ﬁb 1éﬁgéf the ééSé. The pasxor; told uS that mest of the
younger peorle, - second and third g zeneration, II'"SH frem this tarish, have moved 7
out to the suburbs znd zttend church: ‘he.v, leav ng S%. ingela’s wiih the r:cer )
., : g:nd the =ged. Tre ccngreg9+1cr~ s u}'ereforv renreee tazive of the neightor-

- . v,

kood as z whole.

- —

I SumEEY; she sctual physical setiing confronts .ELS» users wi*h meny

- nooks andé crannies an bﬁ;éé'é's not conventiorally th ug\ cf as cif llmifs:
There are. Z.any Turns 2nd angles 30 r:egeu-ate'. It fCCk the researcher +the
- tetter rart of three weeks juss o fimire cut where ne cculd go and here he
o could not go, ‘and how to get 'f‘fbﬁ one classrocm o another, since even she
stairs a“d the-r lzyout are not wrere you might éﬁif:éé?. them to De. here s

-no épparént intuitively regular rath to get frem cne room to the ouher.

- .mﬁm o*‘ the rhys’c,l Plant

The 1rreg\f:ar layout prompts the ueacbers +0 come up with 2z relatively

tight orgenization for: ferrying the children from one perticular place o

. another: The problem is most acute for the younger grades serarated from -the

- .= pain building: Wher theéé teachers have ‘to bring their c12sses to the mdin
° N . .

o : building, they not cnly have o navigate *hs cht:dren cut of the amsx; vub

FRIC -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: - e
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5150 have to get them in'an orderly, fash‘on across the ‘playground and into one

o .

el

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

or the cafeteria. - _ ' _ B

Numerous Socidl rorms govern the use of spaces: For instance; a child is

not allowed to go imto the chureh, Wwithout an accompanying aduwlt. Special

permission is needed for any of the children to leave theiz"éla*s’srt:'cmé and go

into any other vert of the building. Zyressing regulations; and getting into

prohibited areaS, sometimes becf:mes an end in -tseL.; Cne of the geals of the

emerging adeleseents in 8th grade was to sneak up tc the third flcor znd hide

out-or smcge. Particular nooks ‘and crarnies arrearinz 2t thé intersecticn of;

for exemple, the Church and the school auditcpium are off limits, but-ere used
by the older chiléren as fleces for private msetings, In Fact a1l of ihe
children eventually leara o use. unigue Configaraticns of svacs Zor their own
SOClal Turpos es._ The 8%h graders fééjiéii" ééﬁgfégﬂ*e around she ‘cerch of ks

"n.::'ch vhich afford +them scme rrivecy, aithoush :* ig é*—:-r: on cns side. be-

cause it is not readlly v::s:b"e frem 231 points of- the n syground.

a

Finally, knowledze of the georgra;chicel setting influences the mzbter oOF

<

privileges that s‘:uden‘ts cen obtain-from the school crgenization. Tor exam-.

>

ple, children who have autended school for 2long reriod of time zare sent cn

more errands. - That is usually astributed to their mefurify, oGt it also hzs
%0 do with the fact that they imov precisely waere 211 objects ire located
within all of the spaces: If 2 na:r&cuﬂ;ar piece of ecuimént is nesded from
the 2nd ﬂoor of tbe church hall bu.lctmg, an oi&er student is -bst'iikéiy"tc

be called on to g0 and get it. A younger child zay no‘: sven Ii:ncw o- tbe ex—

istence of thz® chr:c‘. hall area. Zven within +h8 38m8 558 Zocurd. .hcwever;

o

o

of— '?thé:inyria’&—réa’r'érrtréncegT—ﬁé‘séme THing 1S true for enuerlrg “he church

N
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experience counts. Within the 2nd grade, children called on for most of the-

LTI —_ i . M T
errands are = the: ones who have been there the longest.and who kmow the geo—

e ~ ® ‘ - . .

R graphlcesettxng well: T ’

Khawledge o‘ the geographic layout is necessary Zor success;u¢.y nego-
ulatlng bo h cay o) day roLtwnes snd also or ga¢ﬂln5 sr 'g . s‘afus

#ithin the school orgénizaticn itself.

School Population - . o L {

The scnool consists of 225 stuaenus elgbt teachers and vn-".ous suo’oor‘t

_ ﬁefééﬁheﬂ 1nclud1ﬁg a nr1nc1cai '~ﬂan1tor a secretary/l “br ariah, s director

- .
of *eilglous instruction ﬁho 1; aleo assoc*a*eﬂ v:th +we ar sh; five aides;

B

s

and scme caéfeteria workers: The s*uaer tedy is ccmprised of ped Tinority
children, éﬁa most of Eﬁeééeéfé blzck: In ?ééf; 25% of the schcol peruistiion

is black; and the ether 5% minority consists of héfiﬁé Americans ard Gresk im-

°

m*granqs.' .“e se“ool gopulation, cemesred to census figures for the zarea . is
,representaulve' of the neighborhood zs a’wﬁoie, with regard %o minority compe-

sition. However, the Spanish Spesking topulation of thé scucol, u..O""""‘ smell,

iS on the rise, compared to the neighborhood. -
o The school steff is representative of the neighbornood. Al the teachers ;
and support- persomel .are ’vfﬁfﬁé; A mejority of the staff Rails directly frem

: fﬁe Pb¢1=h we*k.ng cless, sectio alluned to earlie ?br eXa_Die, the 4th

“”gfaae teacher has been at S* Angela's for 25 years, and has 11ved in the Pol-

ish nelghborhood all of her llfé.; The 5td graﬂe “teachers-heils -rcm 2".-nei,

borhood sllg?tly east of tne one around the school, but cones from the same

Tolish working cless cac"“;cun,, The Etb grade,‘eecner ig also Ircz this soo

neighborroed, 2nd just recently ceme back and started teaching a® the school.

Ellj}:” T e 1 ? o | .';;3{5

-



A11 of the aides except for one are working class Polish, and live within the.

east-sxde ne‘ghborhood. - -

: : ' The‘whxte s*udenf popu_afren shares the same baekgrcuné. ﬁ*st of the

thte students 1ive within +he eastern part of the nelgbborhood witha spall -
proportlon hailing f"cm other parts of thp cx*y a"cng the Wa, ter group' are
children . from families thaf nmigrated un‘from tﬁe ccci tcwns in West Virginié,;

s

nd 1 other= who have 2ssuned the mlgratory stance of urben city}&wéiiéfs; Akl

‘ tbld, then; thé School populztion re@resents the r=tchwork demograrhic picture

c
el

of the entire neighborhood.
ihe,Auxhor¢tyAS~rnctun, EL* §g§g§§[3

The cen: ral Catholic cffice hras

6 Zegal pover over St. Angela's polisies

-

in any .my che eees f’rt Tgiever, all

[N
ckl

or curricula: Sr. T. is free to rud
Catholic schools have agreed on some Dol-c’éé 575553755 ‘discipiine and rer—

‘menent record &alntenance. The pérish church ‘exers soze an,%o ity over the

pr*1c1pa_, in uhat the church provides a Fln*nc1al sucs1dy t0 ine schopl —

o sbout 30% of itS operating costs. Ehis give the rerish clergy a sense of
"themselves as scheol advisors. But the principal notes with pride, 2s do the
- . staff in the school, thét aithough the ciérgy have tried.to control the curri-

culum, they have Hot succseded in d01ng so. The rrincizel hes 2always prée-
vaiiéd ini the end on tatters of eaucaulonal golicy. The previous iriiéiiél'

© held out for open éiassrooms; 2 uyné of educetion that ves in great disfavor
—_— w1$hm_the_cle:gy The abxlxty i) res1=t both centrai off 1ce ard tarlsh cWergy

stems'frcm the féct that the'principal hefsel- is part of a_reiigiGES‘crder. -

e B it et AR oA A mAYioes 2aAT ard o
The order i3 the pain gcLree oL ...". ;Tl”Cl;&. = ;CI-C ZcC-ZLCI". O DU~

. thority. The rparticular order of mms that runs the school is known as z

O

ERIC f;,' - ,'.‘ o Eilh.. o ;;1 N .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: R '
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'to night, or over meny years. Therefcre;, the o*der irfluences olicy through

centingent in the .population (S5C%), varticiraticn.in thess evsnts is not man
g ps X ratic: not

4 teaching order. That i3 all OI:"F 11gﬁous in ul"e co.n.,unl ty ar cc'.rmi‘;téé

o -

’co teach:mg 2s z way of supbort aﬁ& occn*/*a‘:zon. r_very rehgzcus has teen

Since these nuns ail iive fééé%ﬁéf in é éomm””tzﬁi‘t“; educational policy is

2 topic of discussion tbmugrow their entire 115* éffézé — e it E“Ec?u morning

the sociel norms thet exist within the :ccmmity: Since the order is charac-
‘c:efize'a byé Foiman Cathol;c*sm, Do'l i’c’ﬂ'éé érd curriculum are Jormulated on
the ‘f{aéis of the*r oncordarce with Catholic va_ues as #ell as "hel:' eauca—'

ticnat merit. TFor example; 1t :is deemad thé.": croir znd church atvtendance is a2

fecessary elsment of the school day. Since **ire is such 2 large non-Catholic

da"ﬁﬁéf’y:; '“*4%.—-5..1& : students T'ﬂ:z"s”t taxe classes in religicn.

Ano uber ccmmrem of tne «c.-co’ authority suruc*m zre <he W*"a.cs.

There is no formal pzrent o*'gan.zat* on. \P:.-.), tut the r:r:.rc*wn

cornected a.tn a greup of ;aren‘:s that for 211 intents erd turncses, serve.

the szre functzon. 4...15 STOUX COI‘lSlth of uhe zides amd c“:euerla workers. ard
> . &
jenitcrial s 'all of whcm mey have now, or once hed, children in the

o

school . The prmc:.pal regular Iy cor'sults With <his g*‘ou'o to get fesirvack from

the éémmmlty on different issues: “heir degree of emEec&e&ness in the cor-

mmity is suggested by the following excerpt from an interview wiin ore of the

cafeteria workers who hes 2 son in 8ta grade:

Researcher: Mrs: R., where did you g0 to school?
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Researcher:

Mrs. R.:

1

Resesrcher:

Mrs . f{ :

Researcher: .

Frs. R.:

good start at St. An5°"a =

P

. 7

S,' - - B e
Can you tell e scme Wéyé ~that helped you in

what you did later on in 1ife?

Well oy bas:.c educe.tlon there wes rea.]g good

because in arlthmetlc I was very godd, and alec—

bra and 211, so thet helpsd me (for an earlier

. job, in a government cffice). I felt like I kad

‘gotten the basics; and that's st really

-,

counts.

Is there anyth.n you 3id hat you can remember. .

that gave Jack (her 4th son, now in 8th grade) a2

b=

mean did you

‘walk nim to school or c-ry't. g 1k that?

Well the 'o"i:i’iér ore, Ecb, wES 55 in 8th grade when

Jack wes in Ist grade, SO there were thrse of
them going, so they walled each other.
So you think that helped Jack out, since 21 the

Sure, beczuse they went to scx*oo* tcgetne ; they

‘weren't sererated:

Do you know meny peogle in the school’ thet you

associate with?

Sure, at parsies ard “.‘l’.}.nx-"Q 1i%E +hot

EX)
)
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N Rééééf‘l?éf; ‘I ¥now you 2re up a2t ééﬁBéi'tﬁé tire; and you o
o - s’e’em to khéw.-all'%he ‘Eé;éhers and the princizel, -
. because you wcrk ..here too. ’
Mrs. R.:- . After the fourth ore ccmes along, you get to
) ' know just sabout. everybody... (ind} of ccurse
_© . there're some perents I went: to school with
there, I grew up with them, as well as 2 mz wp
there that I went to schocl with: : .

@

‘Researcher: Fow did you gét‘th'e job at the. qafeteria?

Mrs. R.:’ Wll, Whenever thny ‘ﬂ.ave any"h.ng dm"l there.

.

_ ’chey would sk +thne mo‘c:*ers Lor relf.,. like we -
S S L , ‘
’ womd sé.L" 1'10., dozs and 'céké or = mething +o

’\

ma’ké scme m'o'néy.,w So when (my husband) had
‘ o o h:cs heart attack and wesn' t éorﬁr.g,éiétér " :;r: :
_sa;'td ‘bo ‘me; ﬁ they gct in ‘:he unch pmg 23
there, w6u3:d :1 ‘be In"ceres*:e& in wcr’f*ng ard I
said yes: Ba at the time truhfully I éidn
Icnow I was géiﬁg to get taid for it. I wes just
gomg to help out. Then when iiie lunch progrem .
‘came 1n, end Sister said I-%éuid get p2id, W’eil;

-

v that was an extra bonus. _ 7
‘ Pa;rer*‘ts of this type &o not consider themselves ccmponen.,s of thé‘éu“ch'c_ﬁr:
ity structure; however. 9:'ne schoo?l:;- they see 2s ‘qe ng run by the 'or"nc gl and

is onA = & EETTTT e LT aninl 5
tre -ac::i: and ke tarish clerg T s _:.rs.? sut i 'Ia er, "I <hinx iIT

should ‘pe; and if you d:t&r't agree. with thau you wouldn't eérd your child to

N
|
|

El{lc S

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: . -
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Catholic schoo" 1 Héiféf-fhélééé; Eﬁé school fzithfully represents the ndrms
'iand values of work:mg class families 1ke the R's, and if the school deviated

. ‘erm them suos‘cantlally, paren‘ts would e.t least exercise the gower of - pulling .
.their children out. ® e

[ uchoo'l'.n.de OI;am.’.aulon eI Act:v:t;es

ua;nce the school is so srna&i "bere are very 1“ewac: civities zrt‘ 'c'itc.ued -

Al

;n by aﬂ;i the children at eny one ’cme but there is an cveralﬁ sense of ecm- -

munal organ:mt‘ron anparen*' the &.n.ferevx* ciass*'ooms. Eié_'réh &ren in %ﬁé

,momlng first ccme in ’chrough the dlayground for- security and orsamaa'tiena_ '

Teasons: The terents are ot 165 in "hrcuglf* Soe zate, omly the children.
This is done o that, as thé p*v cipal once pit it, teachers -’?..Ll not e both= "
ered and can go aboub their daily vork. e students do not ester in res,
they sizply e in the gate; walk + through the a'ma& Tound, and find their

-

clessrocm. After rutiing zwey their "Ga‘ts znd ‘:r:.rs:s ‘r<= eneral tatitern is

l..‘\)

that ‘tf*ey sx‘s down at their desiks whﬁe the tescher izkes care of organiza-

tionzl busmess sﬁéﬁ as ééiléé%iﬁé notes and taking atiendsnce:.

du

Aéfiiiifi‘.és uben oeg.n for the dey. Midway in the morning; there is ‘a

.

treak: The younger gra'des Te nerded 'tc the lzvatories; znd then cczme Tack %0
+he classrocm 150’1- & snack: In the uprer g*'égédr the treak ceusist e cof free
time for stuaents to will around and talk to ore anothker. In toth 'c’as’es', the
break is b’étwéén 10:15 and 11:00; and 1 lasts no longer then 15 minutes: From
4i'>'ré'a'7k ending wntil limich, iRStructionsl Sctivitiss continue.

hmch is one of 'the few scho 1 ride acuvz ies. It

shifts — Firgt he "ct:rfzer g:-iab:.'es (ei:é'té foury, arid Then <n3 clisr g:'é:iés’
~~~~~ {five to eignt):. *.;iit'nin: these two shifts; 21 children ccme down o the
Q - o ‘35 .
EMC « - v - K ai,
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" lunchroom at the same time, eat togethers ’Leﬁve ‘T“e 11.:1r‘c"“'oc*", zo to the play-

,» . ground and engege in various 'a’."c’ti{rit:és, e;na then go back 0 their classes.

F e e e —am am o ma e i i L
During tne cafeteria nerieéf they Zire up and 51.:,' treir lunches; - and then

to srt ﬂurougn the -seating arrangements are not necessarily the seme frem

_ dzy to d A ter the chl._dren have cieared up, the teacher gives ezch #zble
— . . <

a si gnel — z::eml.nc they can go cu.s-de. The ,c‘-iidféﬁ Intcw their garbagze

away a—nd g0 out o the piaJ&,roun
EHIe playground is sex segreeate& with the boys onone side and t

— ] on the other. Tnere '-have been few ccmnléims a‘"ou tms,' even zmorg the

adolesee_n%é: - I contact with the other sex is desired; the children have ways

of initizting and sustzining it: For example: 2s z feacher's “Dack wos TE

- T N T e _ f S - —x e s
2. girl who wented tc play vasketball went cver to “the to 's side znd snow some

baskéts. Eventué.‘i_iy two otker zirls 30 ned ner. Since <ners was on ycne

5 -

213 {ell—'

- éharp icbkéut and were very avare of thé'téabhérfs position; and the lid
hood that other sta.;f mwbers mgh., Mo_ en their way-cuisi de. A5 soor as  the
trio caught s*gh’s of the prmCipﬁ} entering the p’l ..ygrourvd ;ti'i*y f1s ;oa’ck; ‘E'o’
the girl's side. None of this seemed@ to bother them very much.

At the end of recess; the teacher on duty rings a beXl: The children

Y

ﬂ*proceeér—te—seavs,—mdicateijy_af ueacl"er. "‘% teachegs Le&l tbe chlldren ’aré g

teacher on duty, this 211 went unncticed. Te girls’, nowever, wéfe a_w2ys cn

—_—

mist stop wherever they are and keep silent: imesingly; this rule is follcwed

N

to the "etter with no apmrent sanctions outs:.de of an occasionral renrmand.

With. the rlngmg oi‘ ‘a. second bel "he chil d*en *‘a.l in line accord:.ng Ec}_-

thea.r classrocms. A teecher men "éads each 14 ire back to i%s classroocm . for

fterncor. activities. The children put =y ?‘.neir‘ ‘&hirigs; gn in *heir ss2ts,

end the teacher; z afier .uahng 3 few announcements, . sets up the afterncen zgen~

i e MR i

- Q0!

v
§
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.pollﬂy initiative 4rcm the Drznc:rzi. In fact, the czrincitel rarticulariy

N

o

da. There is some additionzl instruction in the besic . subjects, but mostly

activities such as art; music; choir; and gym are pursued:

-

:Ini:éreéﬁ;'bglfy"’ there is no written policy, nor any set of statements at,

the beglnnlng of the year from the princiral thet this rerticul lar erder of

N

events shouIH“brevaiT“In—aii~uhe—classroams ”n,z_the oeglnnlng and :udzng of

the schqo;~day; and_the lunch nerlods, aré wmist orm.y nraecr*"ed.. Seme activzf

ties are scheduled arownd the gym teacher. But ir .genersal, every classroom

has. a ’bréak at almost the seme timé in the 26§ﬁiﬁé; hes 2 éiiiléé~ié€%é§ﬁ of |

1nst*uc*1onal activities — that.is, read’ne and ma,hemat-cs ir the morning,

and soelal studleu, gym,.mn51c and art in the *‘tcr“oon — ;1u“out any'direcﬁ

B
£
ot
(U
w0
"
]

‘valued the Tact that what Eﬁé teachrer did in her clzssrocm was D

long s she kert contrcl, and taught the orescribed curricuwlum: - he Seachers

+hemsslves chose to f£ollow a cormon Tormzt:

-

T Classroom Crgenizaticn

In this section, we will Zfocus on the interral orgznization of o

classés that were .selected for a déVéic;ménta_ contrast — 2nd ard 2th grades.

The desc iption will B rov1ce 2 backs sround for the enalys: ‘s of peer group

structures in those ‘mo graﬂ-y.

\

Crganization _'c_s_i_‘ Séébﬁd ‘CGrade

-B.). The classroom is located 6ﬁ the ind 4}oor of the Armex, senarat—d By the

playgrcunu frcm the mein scheol tuilding: ;ﬁilé?é: clizk ur o shesp flight of
créaly stairs to reach their class. .

X
ad




.'../‘? | | '_..;, o

Second grade has two rocms — its regular c’ra.srco

4

‘and 2 Iearning

Center — left cver, 'n both spirit end materla_s, from zn open c’rassrcom bei:—

- icy favored by 2 previous nrincié.l: Tre new zeac.-er;; cé.?i

"eceﬁved col ege'

-training in learning ééﬁféfé, S0 was ml ling and =ble 1:6 Yeep the Cemter go-

Cing.

hJ\

s

———— -1 _gbserves o use it. =

srst grade vresimably aiso héS sccess to the “enye‘, ut hes never teen

o | Nost of the. ma.terlé._é in the Center cons*s +gd of gzmes reinfd rmpg besic
) skiils ‘in ree._dmg; speprrng, ard a**ines_c. ¥any of these ga'zzéé were con-
- structed by the =zide, Ms: B:, several years vack: I% scmetime s» azrsars; hovi-

sver, that 6?137 f*’r""drevz 2lready competent iIn tne basic 's.’ati“:ls vave 2ccess to

(O3 &-% 0

the reinforc cement . ,.1 . C. establ.Ls’*led the policy fthef children nave to com-

—

Center. mus, childiren most in -ee'd of extra reinforcensnt

to obtain it. 5 one child reported to the researcier:

At first I didn't understerd how to do our langhege

she said this is how we do our lesson. Sc she s2id

1ike they do. You ma‘tcn the word, +bey match szch

-

scoesimes  failed

sce Simss

I just suarted going wy vJuorI»: ard Vs. C. wes waiting:

[{/]
(e}

£,
0

- hcmework and " it was &.os* clcse and E sai¢ T hope I &

get finished before c‘*oee a:nd

-t
3
3
ct
e
o]
+
[ny
M.
.
('}
Q
t+

- didn't - even get to do rid‘Ehirig and -the. ﬁéi% %Eiﬁé the

Center wes closed.

The researcher's nctes frem 4 the e firgt week in f"cuokc i

* and acadenic crarscter of Center particiration.

ERIC .o L7238
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plete their basic c;asswor’f ~ucc sful"y telore being 2llecwed To go into the
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wes called out later by ¥s. C. -to< join

you could use the nuE:ce* on

I walked in the Center and, asked Ms: B:; the zide; how

the room wes set up. She said she had different zo-
bl

tlvrtles planned for each par+1cular Chlld 4in - this
o rocm—, even “ though the rccm Locks to be just...set up

for chﬁdren to do anytmng they wanted . to .é'o*. : 21

the g@mes seem o be educational. I'd s=y abou+ hﬁ"‘ -

ofthemaremaﬂeby uhe staff. ' .
1 waited arowid the room for the children to enter, 2%

-10:15, " in came runni 'nngb’ért; T'om, and Bi1l. Bill

readirg

0

o
-

grow. I was standing on t’hé window wide of the rocm
- wetching the kids come in, righs next to a tsble ith

a game board on it. | The trree boys é’e;t dowm srd -

starteo +o piay; and asked me if I wcui& join; and

bhE

acq;lesce'd. The three of us played the geme. It vas
2 mcdifi’ed version 'o'f parcheesi. Robert understocd
all 'th'e' rules. ’.Ehere aas ‘a startmg point for 211 of
our llwle markers — we ezch had o, markers. Totérs
tola me that Jou hed to'roll 2 five in order to get
oitt of your sterting gate and proceed '. sround the
board. . i_—fe' ’seéﬁe'é t6 also know thet you could g6t &
five in to weys: either Yy & combimation Of the

&xce, ,cr ‘five on any one smgﬂ;e die. In uhat cese,

e ‘other die as your meve

o

34

mmeer.- I cowldn't tell if Tcm undesrs ccd tre r“fréé
or ﬁéf bu" ‘Foberi explained them very well: -He Imew

N
(Q\..

- . . 6
&~ el

.
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~all-the.ins and outs: We didn't mun into a situation

0. .y whefe 'the rules mlé'b—é.canéa into question...:

o-

}S.fter ‘Ehat game I went ‘o Whefe Be‘th aﬁd _ -§Iéncy were .

playlng p.lzz'l est... Naricy trled to visce the :;uzz"e
.“together by usmg a s*rateg* of £ind: ng corners, 'o"r

;%::: 'ends’; as she. caﬂﬂ:ed them. It was 2 s”cuare ruzz le

T / " and she only picked two ends st a tlme and then .,ried

i5 piece . together the mldd.:e mr'ts. ’Ihese- puzzles

-

also had another way of solving them: Io]_lowmg the

~
and 1f you *et&& foLow the story you cculd piece  the
‘§1iz_z_le. together: "Neither child foilowed that stra-

9 B - L
- >

tegy--:i: .~

.Ka‘chv czme over and started falkinz *o me; evertuei’*
g .

askei me if I wented o pley a2 geme. I told her uo
pick one out: this particular game ves 2 rumEy-yTe
£ o gme it consisted of 3-levfer words; the initial

‘letter 6?1 a set of cards, and the last two letters _on

Ly

: o a dlfferent set of cards, and you baﬁ 0 ma+c'1 them

| up. If Fou dldn't geu a maach you had +o dre ano_u..:
'er card. It was surprlsmg to nove uﬂ&" uhg cbiidren
R a wrd. ?ﬂney could recogmze am'rher wer&s, Eu* -,ney

had trouble parsing out fﬁe.'nom oris. ‘f*hcu, an

mic o . a4

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: Co . . - e . R - d . .

s‘cery 3:1ne. 'Ehere was a“storf,Lnr.n &d on e...ch o‘.,,,'.
\\-—

‘didn't know: - :when 2 pﬂ‘ctcuﬂ:ar comigm'a‘c:ion wes not

2dult there, someone wro krew b..e norords; iE's &e-"

4,

rd
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: - bata.b"e whether or not thesf comd ac"ually play that.

[N

D o game A any’rate Kathy expia:.rned 211 the ruﬂ;es ko

- Tom- came over and asxed to play.... - Tom had  played
. thJ.s Zzme before, but “used nore of the s*‘rategﬂe
endlng up ‘with six cards at the end I did glance at-
- ‘~h1§ cards; Ee had meny, many that ke cowld bave used,
= - .v;-', 0 but he I{ept dram.ng cards. ‘I don't -now *.;rhet'hef or

IR | _ not this was becanse he didn't know words; or becausev

he "aidﬁ t know the strategy of the gameisii . -

- e

‘ " At eny'rate, I'seemed *o have three or ZIcur ;&oa"ers
aﬁiﬁﬁ& me. Beth and :i\ancy;. as_ soon é§ they'sew e
' flaying, took up & gome next o us: There wss 2. Zooc
Vcr'o_ﬁ'd around the Wh'o'ie_‘_tehie of about six children....
Ws. B. noted that. starting temo'rrow she would éééigzi e
the kids tasks, and sphu up +he dIffeI‘e:Iu gro
%xe hoted that Pon's grcup was esr:ecral.y reucous and
that she wam:ed to get them under contro"r. Aprarently
there will soon be social suruc"ure mpcsed on 'jthie

freeform setting. 7

.

oo T Back in the regular c_essroom, desks were arrergea in various configure.: :

R . tions dunng the year; but most often the teacher hzd them arranged in 2 hor=

', “ seshoe shape, each row bemg é.bOLu 3 desks deén. Each child wes eassignad =

~

.. desk, o'ut ‘r*e.C:e ass_gmen é "e

& __
~

4

1

7
i
/
|

4

B LN . -

ny o

; H Iy e wmmmr AL mm5d g S
er -o" ce"'}, s'*::.--:f_z &s a w2y of ::a:nta;..:.g

’

.d'i'ecipi'ine. If ¥s. B. or F’.s. C. “‘hought 3 cl" 1 wes gettmg “00 noisy in cor=,
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¢

1

. cert with another child, those children were severated. A4 chronicelly noisy

.

child was put into the rear of the room, isolabed frem others. A4s an excerpt

T find ecological solutions to what she viewed as social problems.

.

Researcher: These desks have been arranged the way they are
_ since September; right; for; the mcst pert?

-~ from an interview with Is.,C. indicates, the teacher worked ccnscientiously to

Ms. C:: . It's very funny that you'd menticn that because:

I'm sitting here right now thirking of another
S : ' arrangement to make: This arrangement is ‘ted.

~h

At this point it's bad — I think not so ouch

<hé arvangement itself as they've bteen sitting

—e—w. . . . . 7. zmong the seme people long snough now that so-

cizily they interact ' with .those people and

they're having a2 gocd time. =Ispecially the win-

dow side. More then anytody else that group so-

cially is just blossoming - in the last {hree

> o is coming. It's been needed. - It's just with

everything else going on I-havén't gotten to

T . that. I told them oday that there i$ going *o.

~ be a2 surprise tcmorrow and there is.

e

)
B
I

o

vzrious times: Tetween &:3C and £:45, put their coets =vzy,

i

. perticular rule in 2nd grede ves that they hed.to get their desks in

e g

PAruntext provided oy enic [ . -

«

Procedtrally; the day went as follows: Children entered ine classroom at
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sheroen any pencﬂ:s before t e start of +ﬁe' daf At precwe Ly cuarter 6

. ﬁiﬁe; the teacher would stand . iﬁ: é’fﬁ offer a- prayer e;nd_ the Pledge of Allegi-

2 ance and ther. ask for any notes {rom what she called "Ehe window side" of %?e -

room. " The "mrdow side" and "the 'b'I ack‘"oa.d side" were sp" it roughly down the

middle of the rocm. ¥s. C. regularly -used thoee déé’gnéf*oné &s part of her

>

'orgamzatlonal framework s0 ’che children had o .Loc...te “hem..ei v&8E 35 o whickh

p.rt of the roem thej* belenged to. ;-s; c. Wou—ld_regule.rly call: "Window side

- of ‘the room, do you have any notes.or anything to take down to the ofFice?"

These Ghildren would come up to her desk and give her no%es, and then she

would czll for the “lack'board side. After thls, she wou_d mdf.e any symounce-—
ments that needed to be made and then 'Ianzu_.~e ar*s ‘..c+1v1‘:zes would cmence; ‘

Ms. C. would oeg:.n by calling for or}e of the re=ding zro *;s to gc inko
the back *o’f -:t-'ne room, +0 a set of desks used eicltSivelgf for thz ;ur;cse
Children in the group would mcve béck.wi:h iheir reading bocks, a e " being
that they were not ellowed to 'o'téﬁ f;ééé bocks u.'w;zii the teachsr fold trem *o.
Ms. C. would then go through a "esson, for e'camn’e. a lesson con ‘ci?e_di;fferenc'e

' between Iong ard sf*ort voweis, and then: the chﬁé"en would tale :Ur;ie reading

aloud arouwnd the ‘circle of desks.

' This small group iiiSuructiéﬁ ui:me ﬁeve; iasted longer +thzn ztout 20
minutes. Mééﬁiéﬁile; ‘Tche aide’ was watching over-the rest of the rocm, where
the children were domg ::orksnee"'s on sv..ch topics - zs distinguishing tetween

" action words and nouns. Usually two reading groups were sc.r'.eti*.l_~=~-'= tetwesn

9 OO and 10:15, when the universal 'break occu.rred és déé'c'rfbéd‘ previousiy.

At about "1'050; chlldren o had finished their .workshests, and who wers

e 17 'J-A J-nq [l O 7S ) "’;.( ~a AASTT S omm
CSNTEr . JNCCe CalllinEn

calght up in théir r=,P,--n=. were allowsd o 20 Lie

who were not ‘:msned hzd to. st.y in the clessrooa prc er and coqtmue work-

-




. N
&
7 é’o"m;fe_ _’chiidr’en also were scheduled for reading grotps during Center hours. At
E approximately 11:00, 6éntér sotivity and réééing groups éna -mrzsheet assi’gn:
: ments ended and mathematlcs started. This was usua.lly 5 orief lesson and 2
workbook ,aszgment. ':Iﬂe chlldren were t er c":argnd with cc"‘:a'I eting J..ls as—
* sigment over the nexi hadf-hour; and anything they did not finish ! ad 0 ‘:é
) ‘ d_c;ne‘ for _homework.- ' ’T.'he Center was closed auf:fté mati; Sut the children who
finished sarly vere. generally free o socielize. AE 11:30 Iwmch be_an; 25
déséribéd sbove. - :
The 2nd grade teachers used fownmzin ways of s*an‘gti.cnirg the chlldren.
The first involved 2 behevior-modification=tyre roint system: A pumgkin (or 2
' snowman, or a .Lea.f , €ts.; dépending ugon tiks sééSor‘J weS <wlaced on each
child's desk. If the child misbenaved, thé puNpidin was iaken may. IS 2
fﬁﬁfﬁﬁéféyea on 2 aesri: or the whole day; tie éhii'é was given a chack on &
list hangirg by he front dcer. €hildren who Eé_ift their pumrkins for an en-
_ tire wesk were given a.sgjeéiél ;S:iéé; Cnildren f~.no ‘¥ert their: mumrldns for: é
. ?monta got en even better prize. As 2 mule, the children kept close wich on
; who were " pumpkin tersons" - :f\
\-
A second sanction was loss of. Cente*' rrivileges.
. A third was banishment to 2 desk at the beck "f“ the rocr. |
7 The final ‘bype was more subtle ard is best 23 é ented through 2 ?léﬁ’ﬁ:}_?f :
. | play éééérip'tip’n of the +ype of gome Ms. C. favored. \\'I1~e chllcren were often
: * observed to play gemes 1ike this. From the 'réééé.réhfér'_ s notes: |
. : ; P ) : : .
| At 1958 the geme is set up. It's a 'who can make it
o . into ihe besiet' iype of thing. A veristion on. -
i - - .
.westebasketbell. The milk carton is set up in the
[1{lc - S

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




s . fromt of the room and .54 inches awey from thet a line

S o . '1s marked off by a.n eraser. fhé chiﬁdren hﬁVé to

' the basket. If. ..hey malce 1t— they get a p01nt for

their tam If tbey don' t make xt they aon" 5et é

- : o ;xnnt anzi there is a penelty, in thet someone has to
| ask “them a math Iact and tney have tc answer ‘correctly

— or" €1se they lose a point. These math ré¢t§ are like

éub'trécticn and addition facts from ore to ten. The

N

;/ ) ) -

/énd gets 2 reprimard from the fescher. Yeg. gets the
_ =R ) .

/ pena.."y cuest:on. "She asked .10 iiﬁus 2. ¢ Earry

/ P Tqm Zets the first penalty questzon' on his particuwlar -

H ;o : L ] ] R S
/ . séries, btut_she 3ust says 5. Ned misses and Rotert

/ gets the penalty. Ee says 3 plus 7 and Ned says "i"o';

and Rose- réﬁies 2. Robert is the next ore ard he
gets it ins ”é}?ﬁaai creers. It is now tnree to

zero. in- favor of tne "*ndow srde. Ei just reatized

e - e . I " -y ‘. ! = )
ez ""O‘""" i c ""- "" The- entlTy F‘T:‘i ‘:T. icn £fecezn =

e stan& behind the eraser and throw another eraser into-

nerson who asks the penalty qussticn then takes the
For F"an s ‘eam; she is f:crst; and ske' '

= . pakes a2 basket:: r.ar";;r zisses. Tred cheers Both-times

answers 8: IV'eg then misses: 11 ge‘:s ,..e t@na...ty

- / : question:  She ‘asks- 10 minus three and eg sEys 7..

Jean 1is the next one ‘and she gets it "'ben Rose -

misses. Kathy gets the peraity. TR minus 8

ne_géssfarlly toke—the ~turn. Ii's Bill's turn ard he . -

4

G
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7 f‘ - ‘ gets it; Robert gets yelled et by the . teacner. Q}ie
- . ' says; 'You re go.gng To ose 2 pomt for your teem v
- She 'asks Tem and Fred to Sit up stralght. She says |
she. can't call on them when they!re not sitting up.
Next is Mike's Surn and e misses. At 2:C4 the penzi-
1y ~-question is asked By‘ Ned — 10 minus 7. Hike
ansvers 3. Nancy's furn next. ALl Of a sSudden Pesn 1
loses & potnt due %o all their taliing: Ii's
‘bert and that pe.rt"o’f the '_ room. Yency gets 33 %
2:05. Then Susan’ gets it erd éa’iiié now three o
ore.: I’ommssés 4. ™e nenalt-r tion is by Fred.
= - %says,'éen ke away, wm, can I.do 122 157" 'Ceme
T4 ons, Fred,' the teacter seys. ,'?':5 give youa cownt
of three. nght -2t that point re says io *é’fe avay 4.
S ¥s. C. aimrds Teem 2 a pomt seying that "e& was “co :
. - la}:e_. with the_ gz.esj;mn-. ,..veryboa.y cn Team 2 says, |
- .;éééﬁéd§;. - |

A few months later, the researcher noted:

-

The teacber s‘l:..'l.'I blaseo her vame ca." irg, her *"urn

»akmg types of thmgs 1n theee games by calling on 2.

o S _»certain ntmber of ch_ldren. would be interest n.g. . . 1“77 -
' ' m the next mon‘th %smmﬁ? B -

: ,count in terms of who gets ca:l—led on +he mcs“c in  the

'élé:::é; I cou...d *\robab’ry nzme “hree or feur....' "'Pev-o

-.‘
LN T

° _'1s & definite ran’nng given out ‘cv th, teacher in ‘Vche‘v '




s -,
e
e
“ -
- .
.
@
&
-- 0
o
=
»
Ve
3
v
~
-
‘.
. ~ i
.
’ S
~

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. 43

grade along dimensions of péf’éé?iié& ﬂﬁ%élliééﬁéé

and cooperatlon, abllzty %o liste1 am follow dlr°(‘—

tions It's also an 1nt==rest1ng fact that some klds ;

) ) get ccmp.:.ete‘v 1gnored because they! re not at the bct— :
tcm or the ton of the sta*us ranmng
The teacher's ﬁanipuiétien of MAns" and ﬁiGSSéé“; then, was 2 vasic mode
' of classroom comtrols < g T R | )
ﬁ::m::ﬁ_gghfirade PR - S =

: '(Ms I:) anared w:.th a lower grade.

from. the - girls, as nad been done in the past. As she later descrided it

~the researcher:

Eighth grade consisted of 26 ;%;aéﬁfé; the tear:her (15: &:) ard an aide

Il

Ms. Al was not a Cat'holic; Crie conse.. uverice cf thi .s'a.a eox:ze"""e

observance of both - the. '1ét't—ér é.n'd the spirit of certain religious customs.

‘For example, she for; sot special x,at‘zol.gc ‘events, and erded v not heving.

ﬁrép’.r'é&' her class. for them; or b’éirig late. vevera_ times quring t € year,

o1

- When she brough" her ClaSS into church, She wes repr andna (later, 73 ‘bhé

_ prmc1pl) for its unrulmess. ﬂ've cbl'l dren were. slouc‘zmg and wmispering —

largély; as it turnen. o’uu, bece.use Ms. A. héd,fforgcttén to serparate tre bos’é
h LY .

-

When I first ceme here I tock the kids to church: I

3us‘t7 lined ‘Ehem up and éf them down 2s they czme:
They were sumosed to. s:.t ‘ooys in -one section ard
: ‘glrls m a.‘omnr.. It jus{:i seemed reslly crasy Yo me. .

I remenber wnen I first tock them, they were. kind of ..

O _—



[ ) .Ti )
a ~ confused about the wﬁi I wes -’Eéiaﬁé them: They were

. ww- . - used fo the bos in front, and then the girls, end

: _then the tee.éher._ I got: really annoved because _ they .

.k’é’p% sé.ying the'ycouldn t sit there.

" In addl“lon, I-s A allowed rer students to meke their cwn tea, and thl.s
'have beverages w1th1n tl"e rocm at certam ne"lod.., netably dm ing the mom.ng' -

) break, and; semettmes even dt:rrng ci:ass. This was not- dcre aryfhefe else in

R ..schooi* and - was rarticuiarly frovmed upon by the nf-iﬁ_éifél ard by the ?ﬁi,
| grade teacker, St M- s -
. KsiA. also Had & *'adlo/ste*'eo comb».nat* on +hat wes for lrecfeéfienéi
o ,rather. than -ns*ruc“:.ond —w-n'o'ses. ;nore were very few itens within the
school that existed 3ust for recreafi’o'n'. The rlayer was eventualiy tolerated | A

by the .rest of the teacners but it was never eo &cne&

Fmally, r.s. A dressed casualiy, some"mes even wearr\g *e..ns am. .--e'l_-:.
o “_s:‘:x_e was Eizspiee.,edf“ she usegihe saﬁmeﬁsﬁwear words nemxtte& in'the class:. The
- : ci:ass had agreed to pﬁm*t ?&zmn™ and "sn:t" bu" no, othe"s. ' .’f'::ere arefe no
| ' reports that any of the other tegchers ‘mich less the pmic-cﬁ new sbout- -
With one exception, %ﬁé 8th grage followed the gereral Séfool routire: -
. . e exception: vas that Zrm 9:00 %o 10: 15, the entire 8th:grade moved fo the.
: 7th grade rocm for mathematlcs and sclerce. tH‘ere is a descnfo..:.on of some —
events Vdurmg that penod. A '/7:;@»; o »:?;—,.-—.j.","'"‘f """""""" T |

-The task is on different r*ota‘:ions .LO" *ﬁ%i‘b‘}ié":‘;iéh‘

. using brackeis: The exemple Sr. M. puts up on the

beard 15 2% (3 ?%'S")é:'.'She esks; 'Cen it e 2 G x

31‘:.‘

=
h\\




i,can t rsa& 189 999 1-"very'htnr,' s ‘zané is raiseé

: aga.l.na..d 'the',

'andhisnéxtguess 1s1"fOO

5)2" About 15 hands gaa:: no: Cne 5537 in Front of me

vlse.ys yes and 'the rest- -are s1len‘t.... The task moves
‘to ,'the{ workoook session. It is to read the mxnber wn':

 the book and ‘ih’éﬁ' éii'd one to it. Sr. M- goes around |

|

the rocin systematical..y "J.rst verson is Allce

M. picks Biwih and he reads 190,000 Cae of the sas

‘,;'m the ‘circle used and’ when readmg the mxn‘hers,;'_
suchés 50,000 éndgg P.olénd:pérks up :’z’ﬂ‘n’o’tes that-
Cthe boy used ‘end.' Sr. . then told he oy hat

: the use cf a;r&' connetes 2 deszmal roint. ~ Sr. M.

’shen cerrects . me bov *‘c* usm 'vinnert
1sing

el and “l“e task changes to. rcaﬂmg z mumber and then

subtractmg 1, telling uhe mxnber that ccmés Bé*%’o’fé
it: e problen is 4,700, Mickacl says, 5,80, Then
300. Sr: M- asks him whai ccmes beZore 700 and Fe

says. 600- ’i‘hen she says, ”ﬁéll; what comes beforem_»;/ e

4—7@‘7' He answers «oo. 1f’cn&1'snexu guess is o,90u

T ee—

-
n
Py

hm ang. ‘VI_cha..l says, .'Shu up"'crd looks" upset.

naﬂiy Sr. M. counits up from 4 690 o @6 it ifo'r.; him.
‘Ee fmaﬂiy gets frcm 4,60'9 to 4,"ee. Wichsel gsts '

’:": ;"5 'ﬂ‘c'ii'i'e' _ L ;" "'7 "7 "'77">. N -
GCG,OE‘G e egzid :\,C,C-Ve, then he gaes=es; T,

R et

i t‘len 999. Sr:- M. ZFinally gives 3ihe answer

e

Sissy says sc:ne*t:hm55 o

LAl
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lunclg 1

=" varisbie:
iunch,— ‘the afterncon wes divided info Two- segnents: .‘II‘S«. in their

was elther readis .g or social's tuawes. After thet, they 1 movec to the 7

S neon, cuts1d° with.an undergraduaue in a local, college fchrlca. sduca

ook g-am. He was a .Lormgr s*u&ent at St. Ange"a S5 llved in the ne’anoorr.ocd 2nd

room for reugmn am art. Scmetimes Zm was 210 sebedmer‘ For

999,995+ 1" chael zeats 9,,,9 anyway Csr. M
demenstrates at the board by wrltlng the result ard .

ad&n;ng cne, when the cperatlen actually reoulred
subtra:cjtzen. ‘.vhﬁ;e deing this; she sayS,"Cr*e ard'

777777777 ter clefeele

nine. is ten; carry one:’ Smce t e mmEer i$ 9_,,,_,,
*Ehié' is done:—six *Eiﬁzes: 'l‘ne who_Le class char*ts the

answer each tlme she sags 'Ca ry cne.

At 10 15, 8th grade came back to t}*elr own - classrocm fo'*
""" 1k 45 'F‘rcm10 Oorsoun‘til

Scmetmes soc‘ai stm1es was Carriea \,'1 muo' the e'ter‘.ocn.

”»-

knew a.‘!:’l;,the chﬁ&ren weH

/ | " The *‘ollowmg finai excerpt from the researcher s 8th grade

als w"io are m;nrtant to later sectzons of tb*rs repor"’

O

A ruitoxt provided by exic [

ERIC. .. %o 7

"I entered the Bth grade 2t abou" 1:20. The tescher .

| was at.-,the front of the room ‘to %he rzgh‘b 6f fief éééf:; )

in-a cheir.. The alde was srbtmg at the &e's%':-f They

'Y

- were iﬁvo'ivcia ir. a neWsgozer lesk whefe ithe students

. had to take the dal.y pe.nez‘, cu"' ou+ 2 sports éftiéie;

- N -
P

(ﬁ\

were ~ cercuc*ed alt"o"c"‘ thi

ewn

" breesk.

: .«.:.‘Céi‘ :

Tin graae
LuIe éhvo

£10M r¥o- .

'n’o"b.éé pr’o; ‘

vides the ﬂavor of the afternoon session, and ﬁso In’sroduces scme 1m

r..'v..., )
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" the numbers.:..

periéd. ,’3'-:—:-.r:; ard Sarsh are

and then answer Same question on what it meant to win

‘and lose, and vhether or not $he evemt was reported

accurately Ellen gets up to ask a questlon concev'n-

Co 1113 tne artlc e, then Carrle gets up; and ti'voy re sm-

' tlng 'behmd each other. ’L’hey are "he only *wo ;eop‘le

that éSk queshons. They are also two of the b ter

- X ’

smerItS(-‘. . . : S T

. comes, in -and says *hat the l,a:-:cncipi 1s a_k’ng

people. I-'S A. names Bob and Patrick. to. g0+ 1 am

sitﬂ“cing in the ‘rear next. to Alvert: David walks by |
and -ﬁbért éé?és'v'FY Dave, I hi* the mmbers  lzst . | 3
-.m‘.gr'it in the lot"ery. CAlvert pLL.,S ous the t*ck‘*s

for Jack and ioulse to run scme errands am two other

w w4

ard explalns oW he got “‘2‘5 on 2 85 a'aber, ard s‘*o*f.s

; ; ’ : / '

A‘E this g;a:ﬁt ?'Efra:aﬁd Qarah are sitt t*g zn the seme

. desk together. These Gesks are not des‘gned Zor o

pecrle. They are doing the tesk but T.don't see the

newspaper on the desk. "5555 seem 10 Eé using scme

" kdmd of colored penc.us %o do sonethi..g. John - ccmes

over and borrows same penc:r.ls, goes back tc his eea’s,

“ther comes over zrd exchangcs some ;enc:r."s for another

ey

;-.&.- . s
ittirg there,. golng

) .

L {
through their page"s tege‘r:ner éﬁ;é . Ma:na tben

"éét. .'l'hls ‘a1l -..han'oens fo_”r out a s:Lx"y secord -

47
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éftérnoon‘w Marla doesntsou“ it O'I.Iu, tut segE,

. John'saS something, end ‘ske seys; 'Jofm. I wish®jou 5 G
_ shu up and;stop:. Ms. L. Teaves to Zind out - exactly\ B
__ ' wnet - is ) éﬁlié to Eéifén mwella ﬁoves to- the baef of . o i

; the cless'and * seys, 5("Chrissy; - you- know whéra ‘the - \:

. "

holds up the papér. Sardh then :takes out a pencil
cese and puts éii‘ the pericils éwé:y.‘ Ticy then hemds &
calculator to Sarah and Sarah ‘is ooking it gver. ‘FS.

. I: then Says 'Where are you ah su'anosed to go this

'I'm go:.ng to heaven. carah 'cougns-;.and lzugrs.

Over on the o+her side of the room Chrissy is éféiii&

her ff‘iéﬁ&é; Sxe seems o have eximsned. \.ne 1s &

- ing 1ittle _waxs’emas;presents. ) CaL efu._l'r mpped 11* s

fle boxes with ribbons. I don't kmow if they are ac-

- tually presents or if they are fér the cu}.;tetln buard.

The Vaf&éi;ﬁéé;n ' regularly is “éiprcprxate. to Otﬂ;leuln _'

board activity. Then there is en argument between Iu-

ella and Chrlssy _.ue_.la 1s farddirg arcurd u‘qe reem; o, L
'qu'ie uly, but wandenng around on her own- accord wnite ' _

there is a dlscussz.on be"ween the ueac"xer ard tke rest - . -l
7 TR P

of the cless a‘bcu+ where ~l:o go a:v.d wnat *'o"" do Eliié—" ok

_,___.—-a c - \\ D

jai‘ternocn. Nobody beems to know. Iuella yells Ohu, s
. : ‘ \, N
: 'Just send a1l of them cvex: to Sr: i's class.’ [Then ... \ i

erasers are at? John, -mind your btigiiééé- T A
couldn's hear Jobn sey. arytning: Tt see_-zeaziiz::é‘ Zele A\

la was just picking on him: Ther 2 lafae emount 0F
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o

- cuttlng task. 'Shé- says to ‘b"ié éii‘tifé gi‘éﬁﬁ;‘ "Bb you

/82y, "You may stert on it nev if you like . rat and

\iiﬁif was it?' . And Luella s2yS, Wy don't o Took a%

By
.

:.';'\-‘ 7 ’ . - C'

a -

conversatxon Breaks out across tﬁé .room. Céffi’.é =nd

Ellen. * Me. L. then enters the room agaln and says,'
| 'F1ve of two cho:.r in Sr M's room. She then no—

twes all the newsﬁeners all ovér the floor due to the
keep your horﬁe hife th 852 Cutting ap paper and leav-
mg “it on the ﬂoor" The whole class *espcnds no:

-M_s.' I. moves to the back of the room and through the -

:dodT to her little §é6§i’;6ﬁ' i‘.ﬁ Eﬁé rear of ulﬂe rocm.

fluring this tme Iﬁs. A. is .,elllrg the klcs t.a., uhe,,

had be‘tter keeﬂo q;ule‘t DeCEJ'J_S'e they zre goinz ud.gé.u an
asslgnmen"' and +'§ gewmg near ‘:;’o’ Eii)"e' of tvo A

seclal stud*es ass:.gnment is. glven cuu. : It is to read

a eertain section and meke up five guestions: -¥s. A-

3

. Iuella are ta:'i:hng o each otne I.uella has- ccr:e +o
the “Eémc of The room Bnd is now s:.‘aﬁwg r*exv ‘ﬁ:'d'"

f’hf":;ssy in her desk: Iucy, who i§ in the seat ih the

upper right h’éﬁa_éé?néf ﬁéiE‘E to Iii_élla; says, . 'What

what you did las‘ m:ght’ ‘fcu e S0 s‘umd .Lf you

_ R _ Iook at what you .ﬁld last "ugh" you can f~ gurs ou‘t -
~ 7“ what the next umt is from tha ' Then Chrlssy raises -

. her hand and asks Ffs. A., '_“hat wit is the snelnna

N
— i R 0
R y e St A e Chewices
ueSu on *c*or"c Tha seacher says, 4-3.". -Chrissy

.- Seys to I:acy, no.ntealy, s"umd.

LR
LN

o6

o



Tuella then goes over %o Maria at the rightrand tack-
)+ board e’ puts up the ribbon curled uwp thst she and.

Chrissy were working on. The class is mvo..ved

- meking bulletin boards egeincicc T¢ ismow 1:507
S‘uzanne comes cack now ard $its in frent of Chrissy.

‘ & reports on her eonfe*'e"xc‘= with the prinhii:ﬁi" a1
o o i _
: of, a sudﬁ earr're an& Caroﬂ; and I.ueha a1S0 Come over
énd "1sten. I.ue]_la t"zen exits back t?: che ‘Bti:Eetiti

board (reer fighthand) and starts 1coklrxe 2t the high

(3

" $chool apers that é.fe_ posted - there.o Yow Suzanne

n'i'o'veé to the frent of the.room end reports to leria.

. She says somethmg to Mariz and mar"a gets resl.urset: ]

. Suzznne goes 'back to .Iuella anc\melal*a says, 'Yi;ii ey

S o éhe'ﬁ' ;etei-’t emng . Suzanne goes back +o f{feria. and -
R v_ﬁé@é’a_conspiirg ges‘ure ard gets the _'c’di’ci shoulder-

| . ) Ko thet point ‘che prmc:.pel enter\ v“qhe rocn and. st ;a:*'i:él:-

. talﬁﬁé about cho*r;. ﬁf‘ber the 'er..ne‘pl ex‘ 5, ._ue‘

1 =3 the/ broom e etar‘bs to sveép. At 1 55, t..e, ;

A
chozr sta:rt‘s out; k‘oout e class =s Ie.Lt amz

-

the tacher starts i take roll to find out who- 1s.
. R s here 8.'1d who 1sn't I.uella ewee*mg in “'he oar::: .of

%he frooxn» by now. She ~a{,rs 'Wery"h.ng I sween, I -

a . R
’ . -~

- keep, ‘qnless somebody c"alms it." AS st sweeﬁ Pat 'S

]

K T
e
nl
Y-
‘)

L BN

)
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oy
- a0,
;

7.;7" 7:77 N '77 N . ;7’7 \3:7 : N _ e 7 ~ _77 . . . N
rest of the trash 1s. As soon as|luella is gzone, .Pat

‘one léféé sweep; nushes every*n*ng iﬁfB the :Eéc-- of
the room. Whgle sections of the newsegers Sereh hes
fepers and the caloulator on rer desk: She gets up
(off the floor and out of her desi fren: She ask the

teacher if. tbe toard can be erased exd Ms. A. says

S ~ okey: EBerry is called to ths teacher's deaK MEew

ou get these ansverse' Susamne is SiTting in the
. E | 'aisle in front of Farry. Fe goes é§éf/16,her ard s
A. says, 'This is éhi%, pure shif. "You have un resns

- .+ - _under.or below.' I thirk he wes sugposed to define U

S o ~ like United Nztions. ¢che szys;, 'W%ep you wens to do .

N it right; okey.' Harry comes back and as he raises

.. his foot up ne hits suzanné on the head with his foct.
Suzanne reacts sharnly : e is *n the a:sle casuzlily

cleaning her desk out and readiﬁg; There is reaily

little reason for. her %o be there, . Ferbie, 2 7h
grader, thon geus up to éﬁéfﬁéﬁ his percil. The

teacher says, 'Pen01ls are not snarpened at this time.

" You're surrcsed to do thzt at hemercem- in the moTn-

: : ' ing.' ZIuélla and Chrissy now join Sarsh erasing the

L

S —— A

.\)

ERIC |

G : o - . . N
FullToxt Provided - .- . . . . \
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board Chrissy puts uhe presents she's been _.alcx 2 0
the chalk ledge. . ..

Y

Tl

* Sareh and Iuella then decide to wesh the board. Iuel-
1z writes her neme with 2 damp cloth on the board and
"then washes it. .,arab areee&ea a1l of this by @ goirg
out f‘&f a Eﬁéiief of water without asking anytcdy.

_ibﬁis’e is still gone cn an errand. ~Chrissy is now
nending out assigmments that  were completed eand
 Checked, I assume. low Sarsh brings the Sgongs ' back
T « . zmd . Tuella kes one too. 3Icth are zs'é'sh'ns 1*ﬁ-v fdvEl
| . desks: Karen is called to the desk ari the t’e"aeivier
says, 'Wmere d4id you get these amswers?' Che same

A ¥ of thing goes Ty, Bt her work is not salled

P e
"shit: Suzanne comes by, says helio, gces over o the

irigh‘E rear bozrd, and 1003 at 211 the :f:éfé?é: nelliz
i and Chrlssy come bacx d*rectJ.v behind md‘ f*ec-«' ard ..a_fe
: :

down +he reer b’u’lleuin toard.... Ms. A. wes hen

R S .
, 'céJ\.léd ‘o ‘cl'*e offlce by the nrmcv.pl Tis is a‘couu

2:15.or Sé,i Sarzh wes in and Cu_‘c gé‘t‘biﬁg watéer. in

{ ,
N et m e m v o de 8 o e acic el
fact! she had spilled a great dezal of it in front of
P :

o _this: pudd"e of water on the floor éfxa ﬁéﬁé scze kird

of reference +0 urine =znd <hat 11: had better Te

> \ © _ clezned up and where wes Sareh ard Sarsh wesn't irere,

-

,“ . e [ - -
and 'th’a i* had tetter be cleansd tf by <the time she

gc" back: Sarzh did enter the rocm ztcut 10 zimztes

B
o . . PR | 1; .; B ~i
LRIC -~} - ... &8

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: - - -

the boafd before ihe tescher left ard Fs. A. noticed

b4
A
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

T,

ki

later ard Luella and Chrissy both“got on her case to

clean up the water. There wes group conversation dur- -

T o e
ing thls whole tlme. Three peonie-:n thErﬁaeﬁ of <he

Ll ‘»‘

! -

the group - "to keep quiet, in rerticuler. rt

/\,',

graders. They talked sbout How they cowldn't keep

v R _ L. L
quiet and how their 7th grade president should have

been trying to keep their group quiéti and  how they

were  stupid, and how they looked like 1it: tle bebies:

Iuella made severai refervuces +g their .zma?urn 27—

******* -

pearances. © They aiso talked zbeut tise beﬂng‘:rc:

0

Italy ‘and this wes in ihe context of tne 7+th grader

béing so stupid and scme ;articulér 1ids being nal:

$):\

back & couplé of grades and how nobc iy lezrnsd how 3G

read and write ard now are these Hds goinz to end up

be:ng in the deb merket or eWec d 0<fices or &ven in

class of fices WithbutA “e~ng ablo to rezg....

ckoir grcup CCmes back and theré i§ é\\}ot of corzo=

tion: Scmehow Harry ends up with 2 K;KiJXé Fisaze

sign on his back. FHe goes up to ths teacher ard gives

O S S

some kind of assignment to her. On nis way backng.
AN

A. notices the sign on his back and demends thet wh

ever did it come ﬁ§ ﬁiiﬁ sore kird of explaration or

2rolcgy. Suzanne is engeged In swseping the Ileer.
The whole room gets silent. Suzarme Ihen volunieers
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

54

that she in fact put the sign on Farry's back. ¥s. A:
-:--f'f"fdem%nds trzzzt she go make an e.polog},r to Earry. &Jia_nne
. drops the dustpen, mekes a loud noise, and dcesa’t ex-

actly stomp bagk to where Earty is, bt moves %o the
back of the room rather quickly, takes ihe éigti. off

Teoe his back; crumples it up; gives i+ %o him, gha¥es nis

:hand and ; says, 'I'm sorry;' very brisfly and quist

ot
4t |
8]

You can just sbout meke it owt. Then she goes back,
picks Up the broom and Starts sweeping again. e
rest of fthe class gets itself together &nd goes bask . -
o 1% rormal routine ofdis*cussiqn.
’E‘débﬁtﬁiizéé, we have Gescrived the milisu within waich the teer netwerk
éuﬁéti’o’ﬁéé at two grade levels. Ti o8 te seen thet ihere were many CpTOrTUn-
Sties for Chiltren o intersct with one erofher, 46 leamn about the ;csts “2rd

-

benefits- of associating wiin ore another; and o experimens wit]

(l—
o3
n
(o))
O
H
{\)
p-a1
-4
E
|

mats — despite the fact that St. Angela's is z triditicrél_pércchiai schobl.

- . : _
o .
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Development of Feer Grouving

;> . . In this Section, we Wiii:diQCUSS'fhé evolution df,thé peer structure from
\

2nd to 8ih - grades. A a preview of our ;mdﬁngs it cen be noted thet I*:eer .

'zgroups as such were ot ;ound &t tné.znd graﬂe level. Instead we Towd only
'dVérlapping reirs of friends.. Peer groups were ;ound at B4h gr,ae J.avel, and - .
the reasons for their emergence will be discussed. In general; thé two main

formative factors were cognitive develoment and ecological pressire.

Teache*'-Crgamzad Grewps ... _

Ubon enter*ng the schoo , we were irpressed with <he ﬁﬁiﬁéf of é%éﬁié .

. - . ) . ‘
resent 2% any tim’e of  .the dzy. The classrocnm -*selz was 2 forzal zreup
within thé wider school orgenization. Within the dcméin' of. the classroer,

N
other . °oc1at~on.: existed.’ - The t'eac er orgarl”ed +he students .-'1 m....., WeyS:

“here wers é‘ii'ciébt matLiér grouzs (i.6.; reading, nath, stc.}, sbility grours,

<

Trocedural - grours {"Rew 1 ::ey nofr stend in 1ing to £0 to lunch"); cafeteriz

j—
o

°eatvng Zroups ("These studems énst eat at t 4"y, erd extracurricular

groups (drax:a ciub, the track ueam, e‘t:c :); to nzmwe only z few:
: 2 .

Students zlso formed groups not irfluenced by the tsacher — Eé‘?i-iéf'}% of

friendships that were - bounded and <hat regulated sccizl ih‘:eract;ori: The

school rever required tre children to form these grougs. In Sact, when they
rioted a peer group, hey set out to control it.

Chie of our gcels wes therefors +to describs the cozpléx rélations betwsen
the formal clessrocm grouvs, znd informal peer networks-
. (

Cur initizl research gquestions were the f‘éﬂb‘ﬁmg a2

N

".’;;;;' is a peer

S - g o ns ez ta
group, and hox doreer grour: change with age I clzzzreom? To thzy Te-

o
N

i

pS
MY

4

ccme,mofé formzl or remain loosely structured? (t) I peer organizaticn dees

O ° ,

ERIC- . . - kg
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evolve with time, %ﬁéf:"‘ifééééééé é.f-é espors:Lble for ums cm.oé? (c) Eow is

the developnent of .,}‘e peer grcup related +n <he larger sc ool ard ci ssrcom

orgammtmn"

Descrlptlve accounts of the 2nd and 8th grade st St. Anzela's ‘crovided

. the raw data for answering these questicns. -

What Constitutes 4 Peer Group?

questionnzire's validity, and insist thas a group must be measur ed usirg

‘What do we mean by the ferm peer group? scme theorists define a group 2s

5 - . . SE— : .
those - who reciprccally neme one 'ano:ther as friends on a sociczetric quesion-
naire (Moreno, 1960; Hallinan, 1G€0). Others aré skepticel of tre socicmetric

behavioral and cocizl interaction measures (Zzles, 1S50; Gotizan & Parkhursi,

1980).. Social ;é;éﬁéi*;’ié%éa; on the otner ‘b.-éhd, defire a zroup 25 more han a
. oS, TNE z (

network of associations (C'herlf »"1954). TFer them, 5r0"*~s exizsh enly if shared

attitudes and rgras exist. ’S’ocio’logiété; pa’rticu.“:.-e;rly nycn:r;,d :E:ééfis‘as;

think that 2 group’s furiction (6.g.; & work group) determines its formetion
and structure (Zemans, 1951). Accordirg: to functionzlist thec Ty, grougs

should form when they are profitzble. If 2 job can te dcne zcre - eFficishtly

by a growp than by an individual; the grou'o will form.

Symbolic interactionists; such as Berger and Iuckman (1967}, define

"grouns as socra.l construc ulom. .iiccordirg ‘_t’o’ thess theorisis, g‘ cuzs do net

ex:.s’c se“arately frc:n neonle S men.,al renrosenua ions of them. We’; as outsid-

ers, can note the interactions, associations, and shared attitudes: This:

matters little una;é'ss those observed actually define themselves 2s a rparticu-

""""" Al s A ’-7777**7’-*'7;-777 oy Al A O - - e,
lar tyre of group: Symbolic interaciionists say that the me2ninz rocorle give
t0 social orgmnicailon is the defining crarceteristio.
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Cur @efinition of the term group has five aspects: -

3

1; A group is a set of persons with shared beliefs and attitudes:

-

’ 5. The members constitute a townded, steble system. -

A

3. This sysi:em can ve observed via cemmon sctivitiss récurring

behavmr pa"te*'ns, and scmetlmes mb’r:c cymbo_w

4. A g7 oup must be ﬁmctlonel for scme env;ronmen“ over and ztcve any
é&é@’cé‘tidﬁ 'by individuals.

-. gble to characterize their ac.ivztiee as such.
fAn initial | problem is %o determine when. .the fcregeﬁne cor:clt:.or‘s: ‘have

=1a

been mét;— d 2d could meet the conditicns; yet that dvad Mignt 93 oouven-
: s Jen 3 2

1onaJ.J descuced 25 2 friendshiv. Compared ‘36 E‘Eiéi‘ééﬁité; Zrcurs have  or=

gamza.tlon and tubl 1c 1dent1t 7. A_ though friendshivs ﬁav b'= wublicly affirmed

(for exemple, in. the marriage "1"1.:5 ‘these sy'wco’rs are Iizited 4o the

'if’iiiété, demain. For. a frién'déhip’ to exist, it is not necesséry Zor it *c ke

~

proclair é& pubhc’ﬁy’ (Sennet,; 1978).

Peer Urgenization in the Second Grade

What k:.nds of groups existed in v’z:e ord g*a&e” In goﬁére’i, the +ype of

e &

group specified under our working definition was not found within this class—

o pairs vhich only ap~

rocm. Instezd, there Weré overlarping sets of I

proxmated a formal grcup

; Pl s Aipme § - Ta Lol Praew Aiokia R S e
-re -?.:.8"&:2".-: p‘:”.lI'S in <re LZ‘LC grads nal Tour AIsSTInGT 3:-‘.I‘iC teriztics.

First, they 'we'ré sex stratified. Seccnd, few recurring sets of Irierdships

5. A group cen be said to exist only if the irdividwel zexters are

e
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existed: Third, friendship relations were Gharacterized by, a linear status
‘hierarchy: And finaily, personzl associations tended to be context derendent.
| Sex stratified groups: ALl Sriendehips within he fnd grede were betueen
children of the seme sex. lfixed-sex activity serdcm ocoirred. Soys aré gifls
were generally required %o play on separste zarts -of the playground. Even
" When ‘they wandered info each other's territciy; %:»’_.égf sterianeously kett &
séx:ségrééétion rule in force. The girls did not went the boys srourd, and
chesed them svay. | | | o
' -
fn: ALl the time the boys dome down here —' thab’s
the girls part and Iiss tells us tc, um, chese
then up there, and we do, wd they rwn.
While within-six grovp activitiss included organized gemes, cross—seX ‘ac
tivities were linifed o brief cisses on tre slaygrownd. |
* Pesearcher: Yow what abouit you and Todd on the cn he fizy-
| - grownd. Do you every pley wita Toad?
Nancy:  Uh-huh. Me and Lisa alweys cheses hinm areund
| " an' all; 2ll over the rlayground. ”
Furthermore, when the lunch seating wes deterzined by free choics over a
set of four tables, boys and girls never chose to sit togsther. 7
[#] . - - .
| The children described their relationships in 4 sirilsr mamner. Wien we
asked hat friendshis -existed in e class; a3t of the children responded
& ¢ it 2 sex-stratified account: | -
7 - Yed: . A1 the giris 21l oeick fcgother, everyeng of
- them ere a group-
o N

an.
QY

ERIC



- T Tee
.
o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Researcher:

Ned:

Researcher:

Ned:

Z
Researcher:
. ; .r' -
iéé:

. There was an

~

~and  girl, Zeth

o [

surprising; since

status: Tach wes a% the top OFf the zcademic rarkings within the cless, an

Is it 211 the girls?

Doni and E2 and Jonn and Rovert ard Alan 2xd

Like 211 of them are a group?

Like Lisa, everybody's with Iisa. Everything .

¢he ‘does they do. They always stick ogether.

-

‘Th-sh- N L g v"‘ =

gave a similar account of the boys.

Beth, MNency, Amn, Jean and Terya.... Ned and

and 2 lot of the teys in my class.

axcertion to this system ‘of séxual straztificaticn. (ns boy -

.,-r\)-
and Ned, had the only cress-sex friendship. Dis was not

trey were similar in pany weys. IDoth students were of high

each wes clearly the most popular. This siztus wes so prenownced <hat zest of

the children 1lsoked up to both of them end consider

them friends: fThe 2nd

-

grade teacher noted: ‘ o o

Ms. C.:

‘Resezarcher:

-
]
-

&

I have never seen *his before in a school.

'.l
m

have never sSeen wheré z child is .so favored over
211 other childrén by his own peers that they'll

fight te te with him.

Yec?

4p]
€.
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) PB C.. Tis is Ned. | : -7
. Ned ﬂ:ﬁced tS chase Beth and her friends. How ever, this friendship never
’ .'éiiisted ou_tside of the chesing bena'-ior. The- o raréy comm m cated with
each other in class; om the nlanroma -or in the lunchroom. Yo one ever re=
e - ported they met outs:dﬁ of the scrool sx’uatién ‘56 t’ia"y.r ’I’lqjéir_ja"miiiéé_”__
:'*.9 “TT T Twere ot lnterreié-téa §u:" uherowwja_w—sﬁ a ru_c};:;e;;ary awractlcr Teth. and ,hér '
friends considered Ned "cute:" This suggests thet their friendshi D &2y nave . i
 been an imitation of zale/female sex roles: ' . ¢ R
 This stands in—éor_itrést to the sophisticzted CToSS-88% friendships thet
existed 1n +He éth grade that will be described in a lé:E’ér section.
Friendsuizs. The highest level of organizaticn among 2nd graders wes fhe
'fi‘iéﬁétSHip pair. e students did not exclusively’ sssuciate with argy stable
- '\ sibset oF classmaues.._ Yhen zsksd about f‘riéhﬁéﬁip@ in +he. class, sﬁ:den{'
| Eééﬁéﬁ;éé varied greatly: Io two s*u&en.,s agreed as 0 Who was :;r*iér:és.wi:h -
. hom: Friendshize existed, but groups did not:
' - Children d1d not form srortaneous WEIE»gT\‘éEIEé within the c.i.assreom _
\ o althougr they cov.J.d h\.ve °s*ec1e.11y in the center. £s the ieacher ‘cér;ﬂieﬁté&-_i
. ; The Center room I don't thihié is 2 plece where they
3 actuali,r show & grea‘t:w amount of socializing. YVhoever
_ . k : is available to werk w’.-uh them is who they'll work
SO with. Tt.doesn't necessarily mean they are their est
friend. There are scme — there ave Feth and Ann ad
‘Nercy iype thifgs — but then you alSo have the rest
of the kids who 2 are very villine to work with exch
other: S )
Qo o ;
ERIC. ca :
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';__;7 This ﬁﬁﬁi’_._-i‘féféﬁﬁéféﬁ éfééﬂiié.%iéﬁ existed on the playground =as well.
Beth and Yerioy méy have been bést frieuds, bub they intermixed and played with
) ell ‘of the other girls. Cn observing “the Eladg*cmu gares, ve notea Lhé regu~
lar . smuchlng of partners and par‘tlcmanus-. For exemple, eJ._ o*‘ the girls T
; rerticipated 1_n "ronster" £2res on the playgroum; ihere ‘scme gii‘is .were the
. _ . ! ’ .
‘monster who "c'h’éée*d a1l 'o'thé'ré, Part::c:.paulon was never iimiféé %o 'c'éi"fGé.iti
sets of friends.. | |
When we asked the children to name their best friends and other friemt-
e " ships beside their own, no stable Tattern emerzed. At first, children sai&
that everyoné vas friends with everyone else, and hat there were no exclusive
relations: | | e e
Ann: . Teniks, ... she's like me, I have oy whols class
| ofj frierdés.... Zeth, sﬂa ros the whole .ciass for
. .).
- ,\_n&s. B}éf"foc@'y ‘nas the whols olass for ’
f’r:’t_egglg: Wéf‘ffﬁé&i 7—757 veTye ocy

Researcher: * ire Beth and Fancy your west Erionis?

. !

Ann: " Yesh, tut the other kids zre still my ‘i“f'iéiaé ,

$00. Beth and Narcy are the best Sriends I can
E‘riif.li of. 4 -

Note tHe re':“erence to fhin‘;dngl; it is p’ossi‘bie that this nints at the
rairwise cogn sive Camlules _that Piaget réfé;s t0 in his anzlysis of the
.'d'évéi'omént of seriation a.blllt‘es ( i2llinan, 1G60). |

) I
ERIC s, .
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T \ I ' T _
‘ Nancy: I'm friends with everybedy in the cless.
- Ned:, A1l the girls stick together; everyome of <hex g
are a group. : ,
Fesearcher: Iike all of them are 2 griour?
M - s SN
Ned: Iike Lisa, everybody's with Lisa, everything zze .
does they do. They always stick segethar:
The children did affirm that they had . b-ést ‘friends in %he classrcom:
- Eé;vzéifé?; he ffiéﬁ&éﬁiﬁs tended to.be nor-reciprocal. There were few mutual
choiééé. Z‘;::E sl ent rvamea different s*t; nis 2s being best Iriends.
Researcher: Who are your Irierds =t §$%. ingsla's? )
. - Nancy: Batr, -Ann, Dee, Ted.
- - o . - B - - . - _ . i . R i ,,,,,
o S nn: (esked to count her friendshirs): We have dean, ‘
; that's one, "ancy tr'at'ﬁ,_two, me, “that's three,
Dee, that's four— I mean "‘anya, ha four, and
FRose;—that's. five. - .
Researcher: Wno are your friends at St. Angela's?. ’
_ A o . , , SN
Dee: 'Well, there's Meg and Kathy and scmetimes Arn N
> C R — - o m mw e L’ - e . o s
and Beth and Nency and I can't think of anyboly
' ~ else: ‘
' SR "’."”. 2L A8 L AR EtIT o T e
The:boys exhibited = similer rattern:
— N . .
. . —— - 7" RN Lo S e i: L - "
Researcher: Do you work with friends at =127
B B . .

ERIC - - €8
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T 7 o _szb'éﬁi . Well scmetimes, 1ik zost of the time Johnny and
o Klen is the ones thet like me; Johmy and Alan
W still be working and like we tell esch other
. : . what we on ard vhat we doing.... o
Lol
_ Ned: Biil ard iV':Lk they are &*v'ays together.
- . | . v’ & . ) -
| ; Researcher: Who are your friends éfE St: Angela's in the 2nd
. e . -\'- » 5 - gl‘ade;? - : i
o e tmemam. S
" 'i’&e '*hn&ren aid no‘c identify a di stin’ctl retwork or vg:‘éﬁi: Tney cculd
- # . oniy I&e'i sify oxferlapplng ne.lrs of frierds. These TRirs never ccaTescsd into
. stabie groups ety time. .
The 7.8:5:?'9 54 ?’:e 2:‘6;'51‘&1’.&6 soc:ai étrﬁé%ur W8S 4180 e%:e:m;_'ed Ty _+"e
-I:elatlm ‘éi’ ohil dren who were eoc*é& g E’;al’g’ - ’
M. Cir Hegiihes 2 devii of'z fize getting scaezody %o
: woi.:k’ ﬁfﬁ hege She'll écT“é over o mes over and J )
e ‘:;cveraéin’ap.d@y;iIu‘rit'}iéiiéanarner. I
, / R don't 'h’ave anyoody-' - Then. I look a..éiif’& Cf."
. roon and see who else is Tf.i'r'd of d.rii/":i_ng L ard
" 1'131'say to hér specifically, 'Wes, go wsk Fan—
éj‘af ’ - !
' . - Nob having a partner did not mean exclusion, s it would have if & group .
coalesced egainst an isolate. Meg and Yercy worked together confortably even
 ioug ey nod 2ifterant best fmiesis. . - R

o R i
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\/ i 7 The status me:anchg Ai..roug,n there wes no group of tizht, g{:z‘cié rela=
tibﬁ_s’hips, & hierarchicel structure was Dreééﬁt in eachsex group. This :
structuré had two characteristics. First, it wes linear. In the- hierarchy, ‘
“one or two occupied the top position, while others had 513416 6F dower statis.
‘Second,. the structure 1ed to conflict afiong the classrocn members: o

_ . The teacher noted thet status rank in She classroom wes besed on Topular-
ity i’épﬁ—iéjify; howsver, was an ambiguous term, and did rot adequately ex-
. Plain the process by which 2 stulent beceme well liked. B
High status %s associated with 'aéé&ei'i'é: pefformance, lesdership ability, .
and héviﬁé at lezst one .ééé& fi‘iéﬁ& * Zsch sex grour hau one high s ’ta‘:us rosi-
tiomn. Lfese were he-.; by Yed and Eeth - §5§7‘é63iiié?y The teacher em'a’.i“éé
how the first two cherscteristics made 784 sxtractive %o otner. ciass 'ﬂe:::oers..
f : . ’ i . ' » N
. 7 Ms. S.: ;.%o .,he exte'r‘c ‘chau Kfé'c:l i5 the _;7’VOrit’e perden is -
ﬁi;a’t botiers ze when I watch the wholza group- T f
- | © don't kmow if it's been because he was such 2n S
. = é’ﬁ&éfaég’ 16t Jear. -zf that caused this s —
1 o come, the combmaumn o*‘ having all +his 7
- e . praise end then 213 of the. suiden, bocm" i’e& s '
‘a ratural ’l_eader:’ Fe'q very ma"mé- “he' s I“Ou a -
trouble-maker- Fe dcesn't fight. I cem see iy
.. T r‘rch’ey"iatcl:i on to him. LR - _
‘ . Ned was ackno i1 edgod &s. .,he smartest of "iﬁé ‘56&75;' 2nd han a é’&féfifgf
L fi:iéﬁééhip with  Ion, , who 2lso performed /v;eII acedemically. Cre’ "siriking ac-
\ ccmpiishment of "*eci;é ¥aS the fact zha, he te egen Uclubs' emong the Toys- £1-
: most overnight, = singie Ty T-014 rg:?:.i:éé é.-éi'éz:jé:é.‘:é g*cw;: o< other toys: . )

Q T N ¢ . . T
ERIC - E T eeg
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R We shall detail the genesis and structure of these "chibs” Iater in this. Sec-
*.%ion..  Note here only that these "clubs" were not groups according to cur de—
fmltlon. : . ’ » ) - . . - -
’ Beth had the bf-‘-s‘ classroom ver*omance among tbe guls. é,ne . Tinished
mors “in »thé rééﬁing Series than anycne else ove“ t‘re course of the =choo"‘
‘year. Beth had a strong friendship with Nency. Beth Wes ~ihe Yoss of the
girls. “4After Ned imtroduced the club concept, Eeth began to orge;mzé one cf -
S N Q . R ’ o )
her own. ‘
. - \
[N \'\
Ann: ‘Beth has ‘Eél& us ard she hes eacn neme of <the :
club we're in right? Betn calls -thé ﬁﬁ%é_fé; if
= o Beth calls their names and they're nct ccaing
' thet. “ey're ot of *ﬂe cliut hecauze they have U
To come straight to Bsth.  L1.5l's “he oss.
Besearcher: Eeth's the toss. | » .
Arn: Right. z
- T e “ ’47 TS P i 2
Researcher: I'm still having a ! &d ime . tnéerstanding a1l
8
of this. ‘ o
trm: "~ Youl have “Jean; Tenym; me; Iency ard Rese.
That's five people: =~ - .
S Researcher: Un=huh. -
. . N '2.
b : Ann: >~ And Beth's the boss. She owns the club, I don'%:
= N l'i‘«
Q : R . X
ERIC o €2
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Réééér'cher- Oh, she ownS the club. Why does she own ihe
’ "fr ' ; club" .
- /
L i i BEaeos . / .
Ann: ‘Because she thought o*“ it in the first place.
We also observed :;etf*'s izde/remp on the gplayground. ¥ren <the girls .
7 n’rayed "monster;" Zeth cteczded who /wcn_d be the chasers. r_vr *ole o*‘ "*oss
: v
S was acmowledgﬂd and aCHem:ed by 211 6? the 2nd grade girls ‘on the nﬂ:aygroma.
iS there were 1eaners, ‘c;ere Were 21s0  outcests: Al “hough the +wo
léé[dérsw'iréré "'he “etter ac.‘z/iem’c s“uder: s in the E:lééé’ merzginzl siatus did
riot deoend on 2 ..i':ademlc perfo;vmance entlre-y Two girls, M Vieg 2rd Dee were both
o good - students,:' yet occupie ed lowsr positicre in the status hierarchy. Ihe
/ 1 .
teacher descrived *h ,}‘g{om *10*1., ./f
— N / /
a3 | ‘J'/‘ : —— - - o
Resezrcher: Toge two kids zre actually élché; and <they're
3 ; j J . and
' E - ngt connected.... I though Yeg might te part of
\ | B
a network here \ : / )
¥Ms. C.: | She's very muchlca the fringe, do*i"" you <hink?
© If I ned to-dra ﬂ 2 diagranm T "ould ‘out her cver
, in a corner all' by herself. E"néré';s 2 spatter-
. /
/ : L il Nioiooo o do
*\ o o |- ing of interaction \with Dee cr Stellz.
/ ‘ Ln - . ‘ J— .
Researcher:| I wonder why she dcesn't Fit in. Shé seexs o
7 !
- 7 \‘ I‘ighu, does her w\ork well. Qéems to do w21l
/ i e o
7 \ in class. : - / °
| ‘f -
I / Il -
o L Ms: Cot Shﬂ dces: Che's a bs ycu knew. z
- v : , .‘/’ ’ A " .
/ . I c e et — — . .
T : wender zZtout this T aTtitide; i ic
A i [N : L B
[ has something to do Both of +ihcse
! /

PAruntext provided by eric [l
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children to scue extent sré perfectionists.
They expect much of themselves and they exect
o get everything rights..They don't ik %o got
things 1 Wrong That UCSETS them: WMaybe they see
in the other kias what u..ey don t went to do
_ themse1ves ard ithat ¥ind of uhem a little
. . more hééitéﬁt_tb go o and bE: a pértgof' +he

L

girls because if I'm with ihe girls and the ey

T aéﬁv{aﬁﬁi@_fig&:ﬁﬁéﬁjﬁ_iﬁ dOIﬁéJf}’—ifEs_ : W DTTITTIS

right elther :

- .

-~

Stellz and F* precent *:-’ent ceses. She wes a new é%&&éﬁ%; difei-

cult to have in class (accordwnz o the ueacner\ .2nd “was vgncr =4 by the othér

chlldren; ~.;ella told us that she d¢dn'* h¢ve eny friends, save for cre per- °

~

son {Mez), and <+rat nons of the ids 1ikad heru She talked with evarybedy,

and joined scme of the playground ectivities, buh in general was ignored by

B
0]
o
-
b

both - sexes.” ei-a qa& none cf tre qnalltlas for entry to hlcq sceiz

in the 2nd grade.

PR

Fred was disliked by 21l of tne students excert for a few &% her low

e e T ey Kl e a e
status boys. He wes "‘rouo’e" for tne teacher and wes‘snunneq oy nis peers.

‘Iooking for attention, he would run up-Yo others cn’ihe playgound, and mamch

2t them or yell somsthing nasty:. Te o her chiidren would then raport the bad

behavior to the teécher; Fred would Then be tunished, and the cycle wertd re-

peat itself. Iow status in the class heipéd ;erpe‘-:ué‘be 2 vicious cycle- fifé&

was eventially usnorded on two occesions, and wes expelled near the close _of

zhe scheeol aar. : .- . :
Id ; —
| 7 .
- LY
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Although the 2nd grede stetus hierarchy wes linear; noi everyone wes
ranked. A few had h-gh status, 2 few low staius, bu, the tulk of the class—
- Irg

roor remaingd Undlz;e ¢rtizted. The mejority or the class ccopetsd For the

favor cf its "tosses." Different winners would surface each day:

¥s. C.: Yed is uhe fevorite child in the Xids' eyss.
i . ) ~ N
- . ’ Fe's almost t?e enttome of eve :yth1n~ “hat they

cught to be. I .don't Yo ﬁﬂl the Xids will
fight. Boys and girls alike WIL FiEET % e
Yeside him in %hé line, beside him éﬁ lunch: <o
play with h.m in his group. They get upset with
ezch other when ore will exclude the other, Jyou

Inow; lixe when Don and ard Nzd and Alsn srd the

bcys -are working in the Cfenter recom or on. ihe

set and they'll push each other and they'il
fight: They don't fight with 2@, tut with ezen

other to be the favorite

Instsbility of the relationshirs. Associgticns in 2nd grade were

context-deperdent. TT;endgnlns formed around zetivities, and were not sta’cln
over time or pirace. Thls was the reason for lack of 2 c’ea.ly defined stztus

‘hlerarchy, and nonex;stence of groups. The teacher comments:

Ms: C:: Usually ihe other iiae: .hat I've seen them,

—mp yarEs = 4.(J L] - J-”
s p RPyvic 5T twe cr itrnrze;, bus then

they're nct permznent groups. They'res together

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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 for a while and then one or the other will drift

on 1o éﬁ'o'ther child and 'rn*'o another group of

I:'riends.-' .
éﬂﬁﬁm@@ﬁﬁ&ﬁm&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ&Eﬁﬁﬁ
Fred, Imhvmua:’ts were seldcm excluded from an actlvry Yeg would play withs

- Amn for caru of the ‘t:.me thcn jump rope with Feth or Nancy, the wender about

by herself:

. N - - e >

"Clubs". The contention thus far has been that the 2nd graders were not
organized into corporate peer groups. In the spring of the schocl year, how-

- *V'f

ever, a seriss of curlous events cecurred wfncrr cculd have contradictsd <his

analysis.

n A*Jrll, we observed z 1 mmber of boys e}.cnarﬂxng Siéttﬁ‘éé they hed

drawn 411 of the p"‘réttﬁ'es 'f-' :m:’;ar *ﬂpre:er"ra’clo“s of "sup rhe"ce“" .

and .otker cartoon c":araz:ters were tassed a:ourd They toys tzlksd zbout form-
ing a ciub a2rownd* the ctchange of these picturss. Seversl fays lsz*sr, The

teacher zentioned tha;* z "club," called "The Wenderers,". rad indsed Formed:

This é}ﬁiarenﬁly btegan as an imitation of +t&En—2g8rs in <tHE fild, The

Wanderers, which Ned had seen recent_y With his parents. Thé "club" was rot 2

response to any cbesrccm_réqmrémént. ' .
;. "~ Ned, TLon, Alén, and . some om r toys of r atively h:g.n shatus were

members of the "club." 7\.ed e\cpla.nea how ‘a?e "c;:u"=" gct orgznized.

C Ned: " See, cause the Whole clss, see Izsde a olib,
put all *'hese nzmes in there éﬁ& a:""'ocj :.:65

LN - wanted to do it, and everybody lsé Started mal=
irg up ci*;:.é. Lixes Disco club, the toye =ads
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. ,

o Né&,.éiiééféd to have formed & sieble; bounded gre 5w, not tisd 1o any rar-
ticulsr context. If o, the Wanderers should have remained togesher in the

’ lunchrocm, on the alayg*ounc,hgﬁd in the classrcen . T™is was not the cese.
With the exception of the riendship nucleus of Yed, Ton, ard slsn, the " oyB
remained an amorpnous sccial eam t7. ?a:hér, "GIubE" wers copizs of adult
grouping acnv:.-tles thel The children coulé mes fully sseimils=s. Cne scined
2 "club" only because cf the Ectivitiss éés’ééiété’c with its neme not tecause

L4

it had any special function in the classrcom or the neighdborhecd.
Researchier: Yhat were scme of the other clubs?

Ned: e hes like his club. =& asked me tut, I said

M

P } . no. don't like them guys — the Xiss olux (2

TOCX group).

rprf- we nougr:*: ¥2d mernt thet ke did ncs get 2iong with the kil

?iés club, bu":; e

" Researcher: Why don't you live tRem?

Ned: I don't know, cause, they just sing terrible.
Ned was riot r’eferring to the éi:her‘ch-lar-.., but o the reck growp i
P e o

§é?c"f,; ‘rem which the socigl organizaticn was oo niéd Eence, the "ciud" had
the éiﬁéﬁéﬁéé of 2 ‘ormﬁ mgemzatlcn, -yéL Was ccmple‘.e1 y deren dent oh
smgt&ar ‘miteted- actiors for luS rilss aI‘d awl‘udw. The *"amerers "I~urg
out and looked cool ;" "‘1@ Kzss memters 3:’*}{@& roc" Srouss; ér:'é so fo:th._

‘“udent w2s 2 mr=m'béi' if z/he lil—t""d‘ the things the "clubs" imitated. It

4

Lt v 2, - = e minl fwimmSa MA el T4 Amdzn L~
e NoT "°"°°:'"' r k0 T2 grsecIar ZTICNCE ‘n e :

N -t e e .o

L

.\J
Na -
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"‘he "c.ube" also apoeared to te bounded r_t" rules for membershir and -
--j}éftiéipétiéﬁ. Ne& “and Don made memcersth cards and ker:t’ ists of "club"
members. ’
: S - Researcher: FHow did you decide who to let in the-club?
Ned: They asked everybedy who wanted to te in there
- was in.

Researcher: Why wasn't Mike in it?

Ned: Fe didn't want to te in it -

This could have been just 2 «'ay of excludirg Fike. Hcwever, the cren ra-
ture of " cl " memcersb T was also roted by other

_ ' - _ _ - - - oI == B _ ;,

Pesearcher: I thought best friends were all <cgetner in 2

club and I den't understané nhcw one tesT Iriend
. Eéﬁ be in one ciub.and you can te in znother.
and still like esch cther. . ,
Ann: You're still pest Zriends: Iike if I'm iIn
Beth's club—no, if I'm in Zee's cluc eand
Kathy's in }:?ath s cluk .‘.e'ramt-l‘. test friends:

For Ann, as Ked, "club" rnem;cers’hlg was not tied to friendship, E’E %o af‘-
tivity. TFor the girls, "clubs" formed around treir Mtoss," Beth. for the rwr-
pose of pleying during recess. This wes fuﬁé‘s-iéi:éi:{y imifstinguiéhéblé_ freo
nén—“éliib“ i_ﬁlé? activities: Tﬁé- children were exger ﬁ;I.u-nz with 2 form.cf so-
ciol crgorizetion vhich Ihey oteryed In ¥ A5 wE cghall
see from older chiléren's accounts, this ezriy a‘c‘:em::t at zssimilztion of so-

o = - g - ¥ ’j:
: e U
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cial forms was an important prerequisite fcr the aprezrance of irue reer

~groups in adolescence:

s

9-;-.

The groups which existed in the second é?éﬁe Were se\—eer_u,_-ea overlai—
fihg pairs of friendsnips. A linear status hieféféﬁf sxisted tased 6ﬁ-ée§heﬁ—
i¢ achievenent and tescher approval. The students on the lowsr runss of the
status hierarchy ccmpeted Tor the attention of those &% the tep. The children
exhibited strong Eéﬁ&eﬁéiéégié orgenize socially, but cculd orly imitate

nleces of varlous aduit grou 1ng medels. The models were assimilated o “he.

chlldren s previous play 5%%i§i%§;

How d-d this essimilztion nreeage the orgenized peer grouz? Ier <his.

we must 100% at the s‘ruc*ure and functlon cf greurs 1n <he 3%h grads.

~ Peer Crganizztion in the 8th grade

The associations of studenis in the SEh grane were remarkebiy different’

in form 2nd function from that of the nd grade. We were struck ty the ex-

ce .
o~

ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@mﬁ@Mﬁm@mmmmmMnmcm%& From

' Fesearch notes on thé first.dsy of school:

For convenience sake, I classified the 8th grader

o

ﬂo.ﬁ

“into three groups: A1l of the boys sat in the 1&f

* front seats. Cne group of girls seemed fo sit'ail to-

-gether in the 'righ% front seats. anot“er grchn of

éirls g2t in ;he 7ef. ~ezr sezss cf the  cizszrect....

The . group giris mutered 2rcut six. They were ﬂc:.é 3

.\J '
=)
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-N_mcau of the talxlng the clazsrocm: This éfb&§
seens to be 1n the most social, espec1a‘*y for the
firSu &ay of school. Group gl 1S, who number about

-seven (ana were the ones szttlng near uhe front of *be

ol

4room) seemed to be ‘on the Qﬁieu ,siée; and  dié. not

questicn the teaher. .

qtudenﬁ's initi ail? described themseives in terﬂs ‘of * group méﬁféréhip.

Within the first fifteen mlnutes of observa*;on on the first ééy of schéci,

.one of ‘he 8th grads girls *ntroduced herself znd her T ends as ",he click."”

The . senooi staff also 1dent1f1ed 8th nréde students in Serms of peer

grour me:bersnip.- ’he pr1nc1pal, in our 1n tigl mestings, noted the 8th grode

studenus Ir *cu:ar eouid Te divided inso "g eua" and "bad" & curs. arﬁf 23—
5 .

serted t?ﬁ’ ;cuai Ies of *%ese grouzs cohur;bu £&d to <he de; riment of the

_clzss. The &th grane teacber acxnevleaseé't31s Tac‘: zs wsll, 'ﬁcting differ=

u?

ences W;_cn serz *ated "zocd" groﬂ;s of 51r::~ frem "bad” cnes. In gerer2l, in

staff saw these grours as c**anized fECtions to Te Eé 1t with ;'ccetreﬁleﬁ.
”he peer structure in the 8th grade hau the 'fBll&iEig characieristics.

mante 2% Tha

First; a number of groupgéxistéd zs identified ty ,1; informenss at the site:

Secord, friendshirs and group membership wes sex-siretified as in the 2nd

grade. . This rule was not rigid, hov;evér;, as scre cross-sex Zriendshirs formed
by the end of ins year. Third, alubough 2s a.tu~ --erarcry ‘existed, it wes
not in  the strict linear fora found.in +he 2nd grade. Finai 1y, and mest im-

~e

portant the groups were bcunded and stsb1é over time, and were lndepenaenu of

’

"i-.‘-‘-»:. Fmme s T S Aré* ez ‘mameirs votiara ebzerved on T fins
rauEs !".D el =z CUAD PELiBTIONS, [ L€ SSEVILNZ IRTLENT CIISTVEw DL LT —-dow

dgy . of school fit the iéfféfﬁ of peer associations which ricurreé over the

.\‘I
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course of ithe school yesr. The poy's formed one groul, wrile the girls were |
] split three ways. Two of the g.Lr:t' grcum ""zt:rg uogetber" quite freguently;
Bemarksbly, +theé
L teacher  and a1 interviewsd students sgreed that thié Socigl structurs sxist=
ed.:
Researcher: Could you tell me what kinds of ‘groups exis3ed - -
in September? = -
Ms. A.: As far 2s I know; two and a half. Chere was the
Click and there was un" C..:.c& (Groug & and pa=s
of B described on the first ¢ c:av of scncol), =nd .
then there were some kils trat 'r:e*'e in nei‘:her;;
. ) _ " o . . . T
really. _ : EEEEEE
Researcher: ~ YWnat zre scme of the grours in your class?
" Chrissy: (2 student) The Click, ard {gives the names of ~
the Clack plus *two boys). 3ut in the beys I
think it's Bob, Tavid, Jim and the rest or +he
, _ T
boys. All the toys hang together. .
- . Resegrcher: What bout Elo and + e other kids? -
——Chrissy: ‘Fhey just hang around .,oge’s‘t-. . '
Researcher: - f:ahé.* zre some “of the. grouns in class‘? L :
Jack: . Thew '_s_ ths [Rick.-—amd there's ths Tl -o-
) There's Flo and Mary, they ususllr taik with cne R

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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. Researcher:

Al mvolved at the school gave similar descriptions of tke

ture of the Sth grade (see Pigure 1). The ;rincif ;

3 TS
-another, and Iucy. Earry and Jiz anf* Ken héng |

_tégét_ﬁér a2 lot. ?hey hve kinda clos éép‘c

 for Jim, but they're still real good friends. -

éﬁiﬁﬁ&? else? )
: ’.’L‘he other people are mnda just ﬁéﬁé?s. ‘ Tﬂ__éfr ;

come -mth ;anybodv th’ey uswlly want. 'L’l*i’ey get

tired of one and they go to.the other. . .

social = .,;uc—

e

parénté, aides, and even

Wés’gééx;étrétlfléd. I‘or the most part, a._ friendshi TS cogurr

a0 . R . < '

: A oiis < .3, R S
members of the seme sex. However, Some boys did menegs to strike up friend-

s in _
Wi 2

ships

:ééXﬁéi feslings.

few of t:ze g:.r" S. ycme cf his can te traced to tnéir emergin

——— ——

is +he teacher ne*ed S R

- .

(The school” autherities) are sort of used to’

- boys and gIrls rvét mmg.‘g. I tﬁi?}t they're

ge‘tlng to the a£= nov where ; :

deal. Like

3

("éé.r the rear of ths ¢

: . e L
Jam s sl i
i To2 Iorhulilz o

]
QQ\'

IérTnéf Eééf,f.é;é of: Iﬁié ciess could néﬁé the friendship asscciasions aﬁcu* bE-
From these descrl“t’ cns, znd cur mm o"“'"vc ,mns a stable siructure: =m-;
";ged ’Ihe boys were l'"-gsly undif erentlabed with 'a foy aola:ng memtership
in the' pain peer gréug -
°’ex~strat1f1eﬂ r°‘|a tionshigs. is s in he Zfd gra& ;. *the zeer structure

&3 between ]

[

[N
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The Boys
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Brénda

al Organizatioh of the Eighth Grade

Chrissy.

Luella

Ellef

,CarQi; . - Suzanne,
R
| Carrief//, :

e Click -
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early, there's a big to=do in the morning. Dave

L

e TE likes Hllen ard Ellen likes hlm but neither of

each - o‘ther md everybody ’ayln'g, 'Ch, they

- . . . N

: thmg exc,-t.ng gomg on‘ "here.

P  Pesearcher: -I thmk hﬂd some‘chmg down in my notes sbout

"

LT that from later in 'the da.

M. &:: . They probebly do it if I go out {of the room) or

something: Scmebody, we dop { Imow who, wrote

" their nesmes in a heart cn T;Eé vall down by {the
: 5 "

'th  grede Eéééhef'é) , dcor and they blame eéé'ri

’ . Gther and the rest of -the .class blemes Zher
.' . both. = Thers . was this 5ié.€6~8§ ‘because we hed

to erase it. ii‘o‘bcds'r wes going tcz'er’ase it be-

- cause they weren’t tb= cnes wr* +ing it on Yiers,

L e -

_SO. P
Researcher: Gther peopie found that ~a the wall?

Fs: s I think everybody has seen it:

.

/© them is about to admit it.  They're hitting on

' _hke each o“cf‘er' ' and 'chey sar \4;6 “we. don't!'-

ﬁle*”re Jus*t real:Lzmg tbat mayoe tnere is some-

. Dave wes not a member of the Click (._..Llen S group), nor wes: Ellen 2 ‘close

£

[y
g

fnend of any of "hc Toys. Ellen and Dave were actors playirg out suereo‘yn..c::

3

Zv Al Shw L - Tim s
ex relsz for the C..‘:..’.'CI‘OCZJ‘ e IR NIl

\l

+
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.~ " Q@eseribed as & friéndehip. ur nérmore,; this e;c'ti%zity 1sst5d oriy 2 m'o'rith;”
- and even within that time Diien and Dave vere seldcr seen +ogethe
- A S&é Eéjf" an& girls did iéi%é to form 2 lcosely forzed greur by ‘;?;'e» k
of the School year: The teacher Aotes: T
Ms: A:: I <hink scme of * thcse  boys ‘éfé é@é&

friérﬁé:liké Jack erd Iouise, lavs, Patrick and

it

- Bob. I guess if you want, you can fut them in
the Ciack. Decause of the way:+be Slayarowid 45 .
structured they dsn't play together at recess or
N | anything. They wowld if you let o, ti hey
don't:
. Ressarvucr " Zo the boys feve much sentoct  with  the girlst
Some of them. I “nimx Dave .rd Jack ard Iouise
ard Tucy maybe, try <0.g6t togsiher cusside o2
School. . I lknow over Christmss <nsy wers rosn-
ning o go ice sketing. I don't think they ever
did, but they were plarning cn it. Trey seem 1O . .

be just goo& friends. Tt dcesn't seem t¢ be =z
boyfriend-girifriend kind of thing
This wes a much different s“uatlon from st“1c+7" segreg:ued ro’at:ons of

- _ the *&rst dzys oz school .

.

The status hierarchy: A status hierarchy was present in €7h gréde. How-

ever, the natu:e of the hierarchy differef by sex: fmcng th e %o” thers wis’

r

P
PAruiText provided by enic [



a linear status hierarchy (similar t’of'th

: 0 the one in an gi-(a”dé). Status was indi=
3 _ .

viduwally éé‘cémﬁ‘i\éd’. Among the girls, ‘status was be&cw'e&

- \ in tvart by groun
i~ ' membership. Groups of gn'i:s ratheér than 1na1v1dtxa_. gn‘lS\ccm‘ce*cd for status
: o o :”777777”7,.,777777 3
The boys were genermy‘viewed as undifferentiated.
. \
L L e
3 Researcher- So you rezily don't have a group of Toys. |
v o ' : : . 7 ‘-\.
.~ dims No, rot no blg group. - - . ‘ T
- e ) . 1 N \\
"Vén' the girls haa uh.S percertion. |
. Researcher: Eow zbout thre b"o'y’si gre  there any gr'oiip’s._.-,vb:"
friends in the boys? , : |
|' L .\-, - _ B . :
‘ Mary: I t‘ii*ik uhe "*oy" all- -Just stick fogether zs cne.
; Crie oy even gave ain egai rizn rzzsen why the Yoys Gid- net rave
ciigues: = |
P . i LA B . !
< “ . . : \, \
' ». { : L " s o 7L” L ;7 }—777777 R :
' Researcher: Iow:someore like you, you're not in z greup? !
Earry: = Mo - ‘,
7 : '
: St Researcher: £So therefore you'rs ro... .
I‘ 3 .
| ! v i
‘1 Earry: See the boys, they den't divide themeelves intd :
| '
N S o Vo g
groups,; they all heng.<ogether. Iney wouwldn't |
"be'considered dividing into grours. ‘
‘Researcner: I sse. L.ow why doni't ‘cbey dr*:ae 1n’“h '“'ows" :
i
: oA |
4
O
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Harry: i don't know.... They feel

ct
S

»

ctl

they can<_ get
along with each other, all together, no® divid=

- : " ing into groups:

Resezrcher: How do you Imow everybody feels that way?

Barry: The way they act. Like s'o'métiméé they Tight,
which is comron, but other times ul've" ‘LS“' hen

around togsther znd ail. _ )

This collective spirit cculd te Felf at The lunch table: The researcher

é-U

(0]

luch with the beys of cocesich. They wowld Sit a% The Some Tlanes; and
no one was ever exéiu& frem the *a:‘--, regariiesz of porularity:. 4is one of

different from the ziri's lunchroom tehavior:

[3 R
el
o
o’
O
:3
Ol
chi
[N
Pa ¥l
ct
¥
It
[)]
}V
85
Qa

Co notice that the girls iry to arrangs thez-
selves so they'll sit togsther (in <nsir frisnd-
Ship grours).
Jack: That's the Clicﬂ’
Reééérvher' Thet's not you (the boys).
P - - ) - |
- Jack: No. s -
The boys were unconcerned witn the social siructurs: -..ey SeW 4'bemcdves

and *éfé seen by'the class zs one Bié; ﬁﬁ&ifi‘é?éiﬁéﬁéﬁ; hapyy femily.
HOWEVGI‘, there were marked status d““orencec within the boys group. For

nsu ance, in pleyg"ound actlvz.ulos, some bo‘,’s ve.e acknowledged as the test. .
o ) L . -

Researcher: What kird of pectle wowld you want on your teem?

¢

'y
Co.
V1]
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Researcher:

\\ R

nesearcher:

Researcher:

5%&!5;7Paai‘s; Jobn's ard semetimes ¥en's. Usu-

Like Ken, Bob, and Jack and 211 of them and 1e*
the other tesp have the worst.
What group are you usuzlly in (Po}l\ the play-

ground)?

ally it goes back and forth (these assigrments

Cvary). But usually it isn't fair teams, "ot

with Jack and Bob (both on the seme side)-

hough boys hung uovcther, there  verz _él’e’ar ranks zssigned

™00 boy'= of- ru.gn s»e.‘h.:s ccemperited eoout the lows:

Ty; =n ang a'r"* }? What's diffzrent zbcut them

that makes you not want 0 heng cus with thez?>—

< B

|

o
}

I wouldn't mind it myseif: Liw they act ¥’ 2 o

~weird sometires:

Give me an example-

Like Earry. Cut on the pleyground and &ll, =e

é'céén;t do the seawe kind of sWif thet we do. I

don't zﬁ‘iﬁd’ he's. vust £h :f_md of rerscn thet

“just iikes to walk around; he doesn't 1ike to 4o

e T T R - - ;77 ~ s = 4"7'
whzt about the boys (as Iriends making recerss
ebcut ééi:?z other)?
S /
/

Prevs dc*"' you 1ik e %o hang with <ncse ;:;gis {Ear=

P



Devid: . vell, they put Harry d&n & lot. Eecause every-
body calls him gay and stuff just Béééiiéé he's
- ‘ doing stuff like tne other guys do- Scme gys
just went to. pley around like rugby. Fe'll
a  play, but, I mean, they just don't lize hiz.

However; the boys did try fo get Harry to join playgrowid scsivities.

: Tis éffo'rt darived frem their ncm-nel belief in "z11 for one; ore for alr."
Status ramc among "he boys was not only rel ated to ‘O.LE{yé*‘OL 'd  zthletic

ability, but =lso to ci:assroom ach1ev=men‘ and accez:uence by she girls. Jim

anid Harry received "oor grades in class, whils Jz 'c*az, Pé.uriék; e'i'i'd Pot were

said to be the énartest; Borry end Jim aiso were from lcwer cisss back-

o

/ /growus, while bO;y‘S of zugh svatus were frem mere stzble varking clzss  homes.
Jack, Bob znd Pairick were also pembers of the Clack, which had initiaily been

- an all girls group.

- R

The girls; however; showed merked differencss. Cre of +rs girls, when

asked zbout the groups in the rocm in‘late September, gz e & rank order:

EaE,

Researcher: identify the g*'oups in your classrooa.

; Iuella: Well, there are the nigh clsse kids. Smers,
. ) : - good  girls, who gét‘ good grades. e, Carrie; .

Rosa, Crrissy, C:.I'O ; and Suzamme: The middle

T cet] they're Touise, Sarsh, and Vary. The Igwer
s2t are Brenda, Flo, and Iucy.

K auo . vims. Iuella alsc stratifie? the cless by fapiir income.  She

238 the lauar  cet e mman. ALi3eli Anma afeuii Les . s =:3 P
Sz1Q: Tne .Lower get was peleiorg didn't czre abcut ”-’.:.’ZE_.’-"E:, 2T QLA T Cress

nicely on dress-up days: &

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:
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These three ¥sets;" =2s Iueila cailed them, were nearly identical 4o thé
groups we observed on the first day of schocl. Thé high set, or Iuella's set,
wes known 25 "the Click." Tnis was Croup 4 in previous ﬁbtés. Zoth the mid-

H

dle set, Whlch was xnoun as "tre Clack," and}the lower set constitutsd Groun 3

from our JTeVlOLS notes. Inellz wes not the 6ﬁ1§ one o give this descrip=

tion. Eweryone in the class,; as well 2s %@ teacher ard Ehé principal identi=

. fied similar éiViSiéﬁé. In Eéﬁiéfiééﬁ fo the Eth grade bcys, tc the ong.

grade, and to other classrocms in which observations wer & made, the Sth grade-

girls had evolved clear groups.

ﬁegﬂSSQCmmﬂﬁfé'éiﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁymmﬁm%%ﬁpﬁéﬁé-;

ticuler grous. Tre C2 1igk was more "zature, " the Clzck "toz-Toyizh:" Indivi

1 |
(BN
[aT]]
i

al differences wera no lcnger as izportant as group aii”rences Thess éf%fi—

tuted group differences served as bcur&ary ariers:

e N

TEaESrAkEme ! i s - R & P P
Eésearcher: Yhat is the di f srence bewwsen the Click an
-

soze of the cuhor grours of friends?

yéiiéﬁi - ° I think it's the u1¢‘eren: rerscrzlisies: We'rs
like girls et ars like mers :atu:é, and we

don't like ploying gemes [(the Clack 1iked o

play sports, usuelly with he boys); so we'll

- . just stand - thers and talk. And  they (the
Clack), 1ike the other group of girls in the
class, they like play Zrisbee and dodze 2rd all
. this S*h;f; éﬁé fﬁéf'gvjﬁgé the w y we act and

stuff. That's dﬁ"ﬁreﬂf’

~. .

o
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+ . Researcher:

like looking at a total siranzer when I loox at

Researcher:

Elen:

Researcher:

Ellen:

Could you be best Fricnds with someone who

wesn't in your group, like  Iouise and Sarzh (+he
clack)? Could you every have the seme kind of

friendship with them that you do with other lids

in the Click?

Yo, I'mbeing very blunt shout this; ‘ceuse I
know Sarzh and Iouise and those two reople and

myself don ; have any*nlﬁg in common. I mean

‘nothmg, and in order to have z test friznd you

= -,

-have to sheTé Scme kind of interesis. It's just

Touise and Sarah. .

reeived each groun a5 afti rz indersndently oI *he

Sarzh and £ouise nave 11%8, uﬁéy nave +he same

'Wéll whax are- thelr Szme l&kes° .

O.K. Iouise and Sarah, the like, I don't Imow,

they both like poetry and all that stuff.

And you don't?

. Ch, I like it‘,— iatrt T don't &weEI.Jr on it. They

I
.4\
L

oy
h
w®
m |
(e}
i
ot
0]
-+
"

dey sem-*lme and trey ouler 2

K
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lot. I 1like it, but I do it 2 home sometimes,

ﬁé'_s’éaréheri So what different beliefs do they have? . .

Eilen: I don't know, but See we believe that we all
should hang Together. .- |

E’Lhe G‘llck'e wnifying refrain wes that tney shouid Mg toge’tner ~and’ _;o"e' ." '

s

Py

of the class, their belief in cohesiveness was their main aefm:wg -charac-
%eristic.

Group competition. ‘The Click had high status at the ‘beginning of the

year due to their #revlo.«s crzanization. They had been elected ciesé oificers

iﬁ the Ttk g"ade and were re—e:ec “ed by a La.r'd 1ide in *ne 8un. 21 four

class off :cers were thk manpers: B:ei:‘!;a; 'Pres’ié_éﬁt_i Carrie, 7 'ce—”*eclde"“' o

i

"lléﬁ, Tre.,sur-er' Maria, Secretary. Mzriz would lzter leave _thé' Ciick ard

cless ~-officé s weli: In Séftéiﬁéf; the cless resembled z sizpie ineer

F E%a oA AT vem TSI r
g-ar uhe top oI tre Tzdder. e

n:.erarcby, {"‘E <he class off e*‘s or the Cii
G:t'ob’er, Icuise z2nd Sarsh beceme upset with the Click's rer- 107 723 tagh 2%-

titudes. Serzh said tlat the Clicl Ef‘é“k; smoked s Tdid drugn

thougnt that +he rest of the students should o*‘gﬂ*uze to $°r tinn nerceived

close. Even though their actlvrbles also served to set them o‘f from the rest

menace. . Sé.z'éh and .uou ise forme ""ne &a&" as 2 resnor*s L The Lok was =

group demgne" o complete dlrec tly with the Click'for sjcé_.‘Ei;\.j:

These 4wo groups campeted ,::ctlvély for status in the eyes of Zhe rest o
the ~-lass members. In the fall, Sarzh brough® in a cemera so trat ‘she would
nzve a zictur ""é o thé entire ciass for tc.s‘:é-ritv. ._ve:';,'ché in the ciass ex-

“cert <he CllCK tpcught it wes, 2 geod Iéea, and hne& up fer the picture one




&5

afternoon: Iuella rerticirated ~eiuctantly, and noted tna‘ Sarah's cemera wes

chezp and ‘would nrcbaﬁlsf ruin the shot: Iuella and the other girls in i'hé

* Click mede plans to bring thelr cameras in the next day. "’hey szid that their

at

-cameras Were mOre expensive and would -take ‘better pictures. They nevsr rol-
lowed through. But it wes important for the Click to clain they were betier

thar the Clack.

r.ﬁre_gynpteacner wanted to orgznize field hockey tezms 40 compete after

sct ;oo" in the early spring. The Click formed one tezm, ’ar;d the C‘ack immedi= -

éféli if&liiii%ééfé& to rrovide the oprosition. Iouise commented just tefore the -

e Yig game that she had teen waiting for tnree years %0 shew sveryone thas ithey

f
!

L
-

O
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: shro 'be+ween the greups. Tuella iransferred ic another ar::*oo’F Mariz gct in

could beat <he Click. The Clack lcs%. FHowever,it wes &qually irportant +o
. - &Q VAR S
the Clé.’c:I: o clainm that they wére betier than the {lick.

""" <

Events tcok p’ sce that *aou:}d ==ve*1“n~.i3;y alter the zempetitive relzticn—

t

an argument with t“.'.*-em.:lrhng mempers of the Glick, znd jeinmed <he Clack.

'Suza:me was a&mt ted to the thk; and ‘by spring 2 few of- e boy s were also

allowed in the (lack. The muclei of the Twoc grouss regeined -m.act; out  the
cdges of ‘the structure were in a state of Ti.t e Click had besn lebeled

"bad girls" oy the schéél‘ steff and scme perents, and were singled out by

R
Pl yiy

these groups as in need of dlscm'l ingé. The Click realizéd it wes time ic mek

v

- peace, and began to resch out. uO wrah ' S ' ‘ ’;

Researcher: ‘Eé"‘b"s’* take The Clack: Could you tell me how.
they relate to the other kids in ‘the class?

te= Szrah for examblre.

PRI
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She's chenged. too. Iike yesterday was her
birthday apd the Click bought her Lumch: They
raid for her lunch as 2 birthday present. ' Yhat

o . she did waS—she told me she wes going to do it;

but I didn't think she'd have- the guts to do

it—she let them ey for it and then she went

: ‘and sat with the other people after they [(the

m&za pm for her ‘{inch:

Those kids ( the

don't believe this’ just .‘am:?ned:i:She was =0

I

cool about it, n nobody szid z word o her. I
. asked her
it and she said nc, that nabcay said anything.

a

U

The Click gave- her 35 for her birthdsy. 95 i
. 3 ot of ﬁéﬁéy for these kids. $"at's a strengs

-

friend: I'm not sure why, tut I think scme of

the people in the Click are reaching out %o her.

_At fl,I‘St she wes kind of wonder ing if they wsre

u*o’ o s"om’ething; I don t knO" whau they're .

thinking....there seexs to te some hnd“ :cf

S ' change going on there: o

.« - There had been a change. ’I‘Vé status ccmaptlmon ‘hed been called o

s  Cerrie: (Crick mém'*r)::zn the beginning of ° ‘*%h
. grade; we ﬁev'e'f g6 along with anyone. .. I
mean it was consistent fighting. 1In the begin-

“hlng to do for co:eor*f-z who isn't & resl close.

g
-
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you £ind a1 of this out. Yeu feel kind of diEb
| for hating the person 'cause inside they zre
 really = good person: I giess that's it
'\,
The Click, with some urging from the ‘eacher, decided ic cééfaé?éi:\é' rather
~ then ccmpete. lne Cl’am: had sz@&_ar feelings.
Lucy: (Clack m'énééri):f-t‘?é'ﬂ ééé sometimes when we - 211
‘hang, me, ruise, Sarsh, ¥eris, we-all heng with
Fro and ‘kem or scmstiing, but 1ike vher ve tiay
av lunch time, we Like %o play jamreps; b
the Bth graﬂe girls w IP ccme over cﬂ& ve! _SL Cesl
piay uogether. o =
Ve never 'cﬂjserved: e Cii @k tﬂ:aying Jmnrone with the other girfls, ner _;
was it A:féﬁérité& Iﬁ interviews: Héi‘fé‘iéf;. this 'éifi__ perceived the groups zs
friendly %o each Gther. In the following ressege, sh> demies et fhe groups
oxist (reslly means. g the hostilitiss have ended) while still identifying “ne

-

Click (noting that ~iisions still exist).

ning of the year I got info this big figat with

Sareh and I don't krow, it's Yike ever ;éiﬁ'cé ¥s.

A. came along she hes besn tying us a1l

oge:n—

o . R . B
ef, =2nd, hey, you better get ammg with this

. Researcher: So there reai};y aren't that many: groups;

. wWhaT you re saymg" -
Incy: . o, but if tﬁ‘e’fé is really a prodlem 1
. that I&r'ra or Sareh or iou:rse {tﬁé

@

-
v

person and thzt perscn ..na it i5 vworking - 'cause

ta gt
1S Trav
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'_3;onger sit wrbh whomever they wanted. Vembess of the Click and thé Clack |

ERIC
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fsfé.ﬁzs. Sz an ma‘! +uugb 2nd .omse .‘zas_s:.ﬂ.ard, bm.s' enjoyed popuiarity on..y pie

/ -
&g
couldn't solve; I'd go %o scmebody in the Click.
_ﬁ_éééér'chér: Wnat Xind of _prbb'ié*r would that ve, .for ex..msle?
iucy Maybe if T had 2 drug nrco"em T sczneth;'é...; '

- dcn't know

’

By sprmg, a feeﬂ:*ng ef cooneration ex;ste& be‘wee Prié two Srours. But

the deperdable’ frzend@*ps for the Clack were stf*i‘ within the group.

Characterlqtlcs of the click and clack "y “he end of- ui*e 8th grade, t&e :

glr" 's sta‘bus s‘cructure ‘took 'che form of 2 -set of nested classes. Status as-

51gment de*endea o*x the tes"'s schenatﬂ zed in :@me 2 Amcmg the éif"s’ , it

did not matter whether one Was' tous ==r, ml ..,e., or smar:er to éééiif‘é Hié?:r"
. . =

)
<

the Clack was" nmﬂ the battie with the Cllc. Tor any &th gride g-rl, a

strong snlid group could overcome the limbilities oF insdecuste pérgonal_.'

characteristics, such as péfééivea.ﬁéakenéés or lstk o'f'iﬁtézii_géncé.

The mm Qf the ﬁLek and ‘ke Clark.. . --‘e/f‘l ard +the Clack W e;e

-
- ~ O /7
'sva’nle boung ed -groups that existed 'rmenevx&er** of ccm Botn grcm‘:s bust ‘"’é ’
g _ 7

:an effort &o be together in ‘the lunchrocm; iﬁ <ne class*'com, ard cr the play-
g .

.

. . / e i . . e s
grouné.  Just after Christmas, the-school begsn rettmg f,ums zc; the federal

.

)

: scho'o'l lunchi@?«eg?é@;: This meant that those buyirg Their Tunch hed tc line wp

separately frorn those brlngmg their 'Iunch +‘rcm ‘ome.  The 5i-iiiéifé1 decided -

thé. ea...h ¢t 1"d a.Lter b"..?.‘,"l ng "helr .Lunc.., s}*oula aoceed .,o ‘cn.e rext . avail-

able open seat at a lunch uable, m order. fhié meant that studenfs coxld ro

Lt aen Tas 3 - HlE Vel  SrmEd AR el e 3 4 Tene
found +hat  if  thes gc‘c to;;"m Iunchocn first, ondé politicrnel thezseslves

ve by vI.Cy Vil - = A :
Correstly ia the 1ivch line, each group Could Sit together &t 3 sepacie
table. - ' : el - o S ) - Qo
e e 24_ B - . - R B
| - » . PRI S

.
P
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e

> - ’
o Figure 2 ’ :
i
E‘lcw chart of 8t"1 grade grris status group hierarchy . ’
LEnte*‘ 8th Grade Girls ‘ :
: ‘I-: i‘ N J\ ‘ -
=
7 you a click | Fou |
: - or clack member, : NG —4 Kave ---cinal :
‘ Or one of T;ga S. ‘
- ff’ ends? o E—— —
; i .
. i )
i
. - . YES- - B}
- :
- N
F ¢ EN
a ! N .
- o ~ 77 .
r — - Y
. ,3 S :
RO 2 4 :
~ L. you a. : ] You have medium
- cl#ck or clack /. , —— acceptaice, ahd
_ msmber” / ' -middle status.
' - _ v . Differentiats
i L : - status. further
- i by how close you
, ) .| are to Flo as a -
L ’ < %} friernd: . -
- . H . N - > _ _
i = ; < - “ o +
7 :" T e
- : _ YES : g
R v . — . A 'E i .o
- _ ~
.o~ A
,7,]77 -”77:_ 7,77,7‘7 - ,' ~ . ~_
Fate your status by the | N . 7
< : outcome ©0f the la..es.. group .\;/’-0' N
) = ~ ccmpetlt..cn. . Furtner diZfer- ] - R
T _ ent;tate status by’ voqu 2 =
stand:;ng wa:.,h*r* each 1 pger r gr up. . -
- - ] P
—_— , — 't
’ AR e 6 = Lz oI
v i . ' I s el T
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on the nlaygromd each. gr’ouc had its ter y The '”llcy hung Cout by

the church ‘OOI'Ch Flo and W’ary a‘tayed rnear the rectory s.,ers, .dule the Clec

p;'!:aye& orgamzea gemes or ::oameu 1n tbe cen‘t:er of ‘he aleygrcunu. The groups
remaire& ‘the same regerdless of the activities of anyone else on ‘the play-

gromd: - S R S

In the classroom, the s‘uaevi Xreauestea that they rot omly sit | near

friends, but si% in the r gr'mys. L,m'ce the two groups were "arce v:hen the

ueacher attenp*ea“" "break ‘hem - u*" cy assvgrwmg s' is, any one member was
never more\? then  one seat away frcm aniy othsr ember. ".Cne groans de*" with.

*ha;s cenbrived - sew.ratlon by m.s g notes, apd bv tsing Lns‘ruc"ured c"a..s ,

time tc mee t tooether despite ¥ e teac‘*.er § admonit .n ons. Yo natter what dc-

tivity presen“:eﬁ itselZ; d*e g'rns e..c‘.‘:ivelj -:em trelr organi ization together.
; ’ v o
© . The Click, thv Ulack, znd the "Clubs" S

Fow di& such s‘crong ;eor 655éﬁ1‘.a‘1uns ccze 1o be in ihe &ih grade? The
Cllck amd fre Clack eich hed:z hl... tory; es recailed by ‘-:I’ié:chﬂc*'e" :.d the

S —— — —— ——— ———— —

échoclf_’*é.f;; " Thiough thesé histiries, we Ccan iTecongtruct the formative -

procesces of peer group formaticn. 2 Si: Angeles: © T .
th

e words of the feacher, wms 2

The ‘nsuory oT ‘.:be C“ac--. 'fhé Clack, in

:"Eétermined" group- iotc’:s;. uaren, and Iucy were tlrea of the dcm_nat:on of

e

the Ciink :'tn clessroom affa:trs. - They of‘zen ccmnla:.ned' in inform 1 scnversa-

tions -m the p:eyground that the "hc# Was Tespons ble for “he en‘biré 8h:

‘grade gétfging 2 "ted" neme pzﬁfaagﬁaﬁ% the school: The Clice was said to te

- involved in "drugs; and cerfain acts of petty vendelism in the school. Sarel

B . : =

. - oSl o
2 - = *n3 PR I ] _er. < Al mmmyn sy S SalPN — T YN
g2it that tnis E:cf*a',n':“ wold "ecs ‘ne emtire.ocinzEr. o itE P;_SQ_ “rin ongd-s

) *oiche:- graduatlon pev-cuﬂs tes. She ' said thes she had learned this threugb

< - —
. e . . . . . R &
- ’ - ~
< £ N Lo . .
~ ) T . P
. - - - = *
“ R - -~
- R
. ) . -
- - < -
L . N -~
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~tke plé?gbend Wit the inmtention of entering athietic activities: Icuise

recruit sympathetic toys-
Mpbe

2

corversations w1u“ her teacher as wel¢ as the principal: The students who

would -eve’nma;y forz +he c:Lack thousht that a new, visible peer group wes

necessa. ry to countera ict the regatlve image of the €ih grade crea*eﬁ throughout

the school by tre Clldk.

Thus, the Clack was porn: ZIouize and Séfah 2dded Iucy and ¥ary and gave

themselves the derivative name. The Clack was well crgani zsc There were

membership criteria: one had to have at ‘least a marginel ZFrisndship with

Iouise and . Seresh,; be lnvolved in SC?Ooi activities; swear 6FF delquuehu ac-

tivities. (such 2s d*ugs or smokin c) and mest Imtoruant:y~ %ésent the  status

. of the Clicx: " The group zizenpted fo stay together across ébﬁtekts. Trey ate

together at lunch, éélécfiﬁeiy associzted with ore another on the n?”y round;

and made tentative n’_ns <0 moet arter scnool. . £S such, the Clack mst ‘the re—

=

guirsments. of our definition o £TouD- Fbre .mnor*an AR se zrnd Szrah ex— -

hlblted the  knowledze of <he impertance of be-n ' socizlly crzEnized. They

mew Hzf the Clack woui& provide them ‘eertein tenelits; much 1iks 2 lotty. at
St.: ingela's. That grﬁu“s were more than o r rigy, and had whility within 2

bureaucracy was an importent reesl 1zat:on for trese girls.

Although mixed sex-relations violated the informel ccde of seraration;
some “of the Clack mezbers were toys. -This wes not surrrising. Cfargh we

Iciowr 88 a "tom-toy." Sbe and Iouise often spent time ¢n the toys' side of

-—

.family lived néér_Jé;'c.'{ s (one of the Clzck i&EéEé);, and the +wo had playéd

departed there we*é few girls _egi in the ClaSa %ho might have ?ﬁ;filié& the

msmbe‘a ip criteriz. The enly logical 21 ternasive fbr Iouise zrd Sarsh Was 10

D
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P

in the status compe “it.on. The Cl‘ck ﬁéc‘aé_&-fé ™

What was the t .. ¢ Zor the Clac}: friendship
roots went back to ki T n grade.

ter Chrict.s. Mariz ieft the C1idk ard joinsd the Clack. This wes 2

major coup for the >w group- I-fafié'é defaction helped the Clack to pull even

ratterns? Jack said that *he

Researcther: _Sé 7~ ; about your Ar "“" When did your “growd

‘So1. " 'stert thinking of itself a

esearcner: Woy2 rné (=n you remember wnen?

Wner. Z+ Tvou notice thzt everyone nung to;ze‘::er‘?.
J )

Jack: I think'% w2s :- the middle of 7th grade.
3 . Yesh, -because 27 ~ybody star .,c"‘ — we had dif- i
ferent <ez~. s1s ;¢ sTufT ard we were c::ar:g:m.
clzsses & - 5wud ws n&d groblems r"fz’ the
‘Eéé&ﬁéfé ann  servthing Emd- 7B needsd TECDlE 40
talk to- -
Researcher: £So you: a.nd Io.. 82 > Tzria and Zco and farzh
ail ‘tarted hang in- “cb,une. at that roint?
- Jack: - Yes.
Researcher:. "iiéi'i Mana" I thouzn ara was 2rt of the

Click (at that +ime)?

Jeck: She wes.

(G|
o



S

Researcher: So Maria didn't rezlly ccme into your group.-
. i - (=] S

Jack: She wes; yezh. . She wes the one rthat alweys used

to ¢ f'ome over and ‘ta:‘iif to usS.  But vshé was still

in that groun uhen.

Accordi ng o dack; the Clack wes an cmgrowth of frlendshw*s which eXlSu-

ed in the Tth. grade. Eowever on the m-st f’ay df S'éhbbl, t’z_‘ié friendshig}é

between Maria (who was then a memkter of. the Click), “.e +two boys,; - 2nd Iouige
ard Sarsh, G§id not exist. ‘They =21l zssocieted with one another, bus rot
, | withifi a recurring Structure such as the Clack: Tne friendsnip network that

"Jeck menticned wes ﬁ'o’t 2 reality, but a reconstruction of the rast In fSerms of

the f:fééé_ﬁu social arrangement. ’ - S
The fzemess t?*o Ciack- was otesrvéd ty ong of the C"'cs ~embers:
. - Pesearchar: - C.X. Unat zbout Iouise's group? vhen did thav
start? . S
Chrissy: "This yeer.
Researcher: This year? Why did it s ams?.
Chrissy: I don't kmow — well, see  ~l2 was in the Click
aﬁ& all of & sudden shé te.r"cd wing out =nd
) Wwe were wonderin wny 'causé we didn't do noth-
’ ing: ‘tc her then we as_.ed ner 2nd she szid she's
tired 04‘ getting in trousle 211 the time: = S0
she moved out ... we didn't push her ‘
A
. < na
\)4 - B o ] :
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- six had gon2' 1o k:nderg_. garten tdgéthéf. Since each classroom was Self-

. ETOouD haﬂ longstanding rexghborhood and scheoii: txes.

93

out...and...that is- when she started henging
‘around with Iouise and everything. And they juss

" become (a gfoup) this year a coupls months zg0.
Researcher: They weren't a group last year?

Cbrlssy - No. - S | ‘
The Clack was *‘o*ﬁel.y nlenned and mt uogeu wer by Sarzh ar& Iouise at
the urging of the s’ch'ool staff. f‘h +wo g-rls were unsuccessful at firs"i:’ but
still felt thé:t “the Clack vas n’ecéssary. After 2dding scme bogs, and more ixz-

portantly, I’Ia.; ia, as members the group "*ecame s*table znd solldl‘lea-;

' The histéi‘y of ibe Click. ’f‘h Ellck ned 2 longpr ;_1 ory. A1 cf the

girls in the Click had been at St. Angela's since ’;St'grédé,' and < ..éé cf the

contzined, ~and there wes only one class per | grade;the giris nad been in the

' same educational environment together for seven years. -Tilen, Cbr:ssy;' and

Carol had lived in close proximity %o one éféfﬁér in Southesst for zeny years-

Carrie 1ived near them until she moved %o the northeast part of Zown; even
after the move, Carrie visited her friends in the neighborhcod on a regular
basis, usially over weekends. The four girls who formed the nucleus of .the

-

How d'rd the Click _Lorm'? The giris remembereﬁ st& tﬂr'g a noiub", very

| nrucn +1ike the cnes begun in Zn& grade. The glrls medeled their "club" on @

,telev:.s ion show:

i

' Researcher: How did you guys in the Click become friends?



Ellen:
Resezarcher:
Fllen:
Réééé:fbéﬁéf :
Tllen:

o /' .

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

|..J\

Well, in the #h grede;, we had this little

. group, and we i&éé.'ééllé& Cherlie's ingels. find

‘we'd collect photographs and everything;, 2znd
we'd exchange 'em and all this swff: Then in
7th grade, we became closer, 'cause we 21l got

suspended — vhatever; C.K. — and thet brang us

closer: = - _ .

So you started a group called Charlie's Angels.

?

"Well, that's interssting: Why dié you siart d

ing that? I mean, you didn'i do that before I

v
.

the gth gréde, righf?‘—’__—

So why ‘2l +he suddén chenge?

‘

0.X. Iike in 5th grade, we wers close — -well,

Jow; we hed ik seme interests, ‘'ceuse thzt's
when. we knew each other more. Ve knéw how we

were alike. We knew what our imserests were and
211 this stuff, and we mmew everycody almost in—
. ” J

Side 21d@ out, and we had thé same things, znd W

“
p.'.:i



just like havin' a 1ittle fun. When we "had 2

. bie. - L ~ .

-

little A, it seemed %o zlwzys get us in trou- -

The girls formed 2 “ciu‘é*’ by imitating the organization of the zdult

- world. It begen with 2 few ?riénda " ard soon sgrezd o ine éﬁt--e ciass: Tre
giris S's’.i’d <hat the dcmar 2§ of the adult world, and the reau.reman.‘:s of irow—"
ing u'o, hastened the transformation of th ,"cluo" into the C1 ick:

_& . ) ’
5?777
Researcher: What about Charlie's ingels? Do you  remexmter
anything 2bout .~ Charlié's Argels and your
~friends?

Carrie

.
[y

Ch, it wes weird: I% sownis reei’iy ba“yisn new

W

ﬁ%‘i

’.)\

‘wher. I think zbout it. Aifié.f.%;

=T =
juh gra.'e

-

we had this club, I guess that is what ycu want .

3

call i%; =and 1& hed *o db with Charlie's

,,,
LY
ct
O

Angels. It was Just when (the "'V .,erléé)
Charlie's #Angels wes cetting started, and, you
see; Ellen and I lfked them 2 lot. and ééch one

-had our own separate :tr.di idu ’...u}ﬂ A in Sth

grade 11: wes like, vwhatever, we had nicknzmes

| 'llke "Sabrlna" (A; I character) written 211 over |
.y desk or whatever person we hed.. Then We . ;
started getbing into this b '
. of other friends and we had %o inck

*
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. Researcher:

i

Carrie:

The teachers

Car

-
&

1

:

- grede the teacher

,/r

belng the whole class bemg there:

How does that -aifféf Srom vhat you @ now?

‘:F don't go:around now saying, 'Eey, I'm ¥ate
Jackson, and, Pey, I'm: Farap" Fawcett' (the two
stars of the TV series). It seems like we do

our own thing. Like beforé in Sth grade, it was

all we could about as kirds of EV’ shows — 'Hey,

man, did you see this and all that.' i*hen in

8th gréﬂé it's gotten %o be more 1iks; 'Héy, did
you see thak @y wa_mrg across tre str"e’e;.‘
Now it seems like everybody is %f_'" cing reality
instead of going into the TV world. .

z23so ﬁfiuenced tre formation of the CJ.-\,k © Cre

accused them of ‘celno a "a cligua". The nzre, Suu.C-.-;.

ter getting suspended and 21l everybody beceme
closer. ILike they were talcing up for the other

person so much ‘c_ha‘t\i%(» was  — re&x}y close.
And then all of the sidden {%he principel and

=

ths Tth grade teacher) szid there is a ciick. of

girls "d’o’ing this ard there is a click of girls,

do:.ng that.

wouldn t Just comz out ard ringoint us: S <hat

is h’ow ) 'e’c me +he Click..

'@hey) were talking about us and

vxce—preSident 2na socne* or 1ater it got into 4

dzy

[
3

R



_ the whole \group got punished.

-

S

Fach of the glrls w'as begiming to get closer tc the other a% tre begin-
mng of the Tth 5rade. But géttin’fo Suébén'déd together, and, more importantly,

bemg branctek" “the chque," ﬁ:a&e them 2 conerent groav. e externzl label

(spelled .in their on way) _.nelpect then to become organized. They thought

cl 1que, p*-onounced click 1ck meant "cl"* cing uoge‘t er."‘

~

However as the ueache:'s saw uhe Cllck forming, *ney realized thet ctm‘cr‘e’L
i g

~

waS rnecessary. The staff bezen io exert pre ssure by a"‘tw,uzr £o "spread

apart" the group. Sesting tatterns were menipuisied, and work group assign-

ments were 'c'h'e;'ngéd. ‘The Cllck, who were 2 'Icoso group of frierds a"' that tine

and noth.ng 'i0r€, WEre ncw con.nderod 2. aavmsarv group. Tﬁé{r ‘were singte

out because ‘ahéfy scted in wnisSon. Previously when & s‘-udcn brcre a rulgs
only the student was punished. %y the 8tk grade. Whén a studert broks a rule

Conc usions & Educaticnal E.:::;@;:sns

*\

Cur cbservations suggest that peer grours do not magically appeer 2t the

onset of puterty. Instead, the éaoiéscént peer group has clear developzentel
anteceden'ts Children ai first are nct o*‘gamzed by peer groan. ’Zﬁé}i 'Eééiﬁ
to  accommodate to s’o’éza’l S u;uét‘liré models in uﬂé a'du'i;u wcrla; nd rert 1aLy

-

e
TESUL

ot

V-/l

[N
(2]
L]

éé%iiﬁlé%‘é ‘then viz imitati on., ‘P‘e stable adgiescent peer grc

. of the n"erazctzon nf t’qeae t‘ﬂn procesees ‘Iég’-"t 10 ,2}

"In the lower grades; ,strzct peer g "oups &o not exist. Cn.y ovr— ; ing

t

pa*rs of fnendsnlm can be obsorved. These tend %o be few. in mziter, ard are

.

general.y context dependept. Young chz’*&ren JGIH ‘2 plq e;éfiv ‘y vased on uhe

" content cof the activity itself rather than acserding 4o who IS ':l'éyiri”. ﬂe..

ERIC
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2nd greders form "clubs," anyone is permitted to join es long a3 they like the

ey

U

e
»
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They begin o observe’ adu.L social organization 9*1& attem" ‘:o imitete i

' sage 1é 'c'léér:, pémg together with friends- c-=*'“ es 'certain éPnzecvenc es.

activities assoc1ated mth *he "ol 'némé. Cne soins the Kiés/bééeiiéé one

"lkes the music o: the rock group from wn*ch *he elub" tak es i-s name. - These
"clubs" change names and’ memcers‘np oﬁ:en suc'x tlﬂau 1rs uao:u 5 rolgrs

in tha middle grafies chl.dren oecome aware tha» groups have mpor tance.

cf'

This-piecemeal i:_nii-.aticn is similar %o Blaget's Mmmsmiia“en. The

gnildren at this level have only a\p,ar 1al degree of social o*'e_n zation.

I _ T =l . ",7._' . I ~ I
Around 6th and 7th grade, the informel orgznization of the "c1uo" is given =
new meaning: Teachers and other adults; upon observing the maiurirg children R

begin to visw children's behavior in teérms of organized groups rather +han in-

T dividuais. Cl*m'ac teristics of th sccial organizaticn are Increasingly a2t~
_ trivuted to what were orly Telups previously: At tnis level; when 2' student

brezks a rtule,. f iends are a1so '"ace- ca.'caa le. Sﬁdé?*ts Beccns resTensivis

not only for t'néﬁr own béhavior, 2t for the conduet of %‘r.éif Triends 28 well.

’i’eachers oeg.n o c’assn.fy stu’dér ts in terme of ;:-;co‘d or bad clicusz. The mes-

U = R S S T e e
Feer zssociations are not longer viewed &s innccent imitafive role play;;

By adolescence, Students realize that group organizztion no¥ oniy hes

- negative .édﬁsiééaéﬁééé; tut -cen also help achieve geals .-J"Lii the schocl

bureaucracy They reahze that 2 social is greate*',ma; thé sun 'o’f its parts:
'ﬂi’g Click argued with the school adminis pr.atlcn over nendlpg susgension
. ~ :
I ;- e e s -
of one of its members. They _earned to bargzin with the .classrcom teac-ner, 10
. ~ N

exchange & propise of good behavior in 'c;ass fer tre fﬁiﬂe’ge cf playing 2

| sue’e et ;o'reé;.-': time and’ (éézfecial.iy in% ereCT*“E for 2 rzrocnizl echocl' ZoT -
uh" r*ght to use milé srofenity in the c_;ssr'ocm withous retribution. As cne
N r;;’ °
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b'oys, é.thléti'c sbility is an éﬁdi‘tionai requiremen-..: Tote that these chzrac~

99

_of the Click memberg noted, "We have the ° power in the sct hool." The zmount of

actusl power iS irrslevant here. . What is important is.thai students: sociaily

‘organized; now perceive that they have power 1o gchieve 2 goal. To this end,

there 1s 2 reahzatlovl t‘qau cones*veness constent inmveraction, strict member=

ship crlber’a, and cz:xmm be,'_leLs ar° exvrnmelj ‘oér“a:m. fo r The ‘reer group-

to function nt 1in the school:

Eh.ghth graders theremre construct stable peer groups: E‘ié existence of

4 uhese groups nc\longer devends upon tue conlext o: an zctivity, but are based

-

P 7 B .
. o - Mha

. on & common oe.uez t‘:at "har r‘gmg together ard oe.mg clcze" zre icportant. The

older children ha.g out toge.,her regardless of ¢ ‘p%ei%: The sare greuwps cen
te cbserved =t hod}ey’ "gamec 9* ter. schcol, in the lunckroozm, and crn- the rlay-
RN . , B

‘ground . Ef;eﬁfﬁheri tezchers try to separate the grougs, memcers find weys 3

s - . . >

interzct a2nd remain togetner (Cus sick; 1973).

There éfé commensurate differences in the way status Is ac:crtzo..éd. Kor

- ~.

e . . i e
2nd - g*'aders. aredemic achievement, teacher “:rovat, ,“a havin g &% 18ast ore

close frler'd determine status position emong c-w-.a*es. 4mong Eih grade

I

terlstlcs aré o< -an nd~v1dual stic n.::"ue. For zn. 8th grede girl, status

depends in rpart upon which peer group she belongs fo. Girls with low gredes
or Tittie athletic sbility 'ar',é"' therefore able to schieve nigh staius ‘within

e - !”,, - - - - .
the classroom simply by .joining the most dcminant neer group. Girl's grougps,

rather then individusls; compete for status in ‘the S‘h grane c"assrcom.

o
~_
b Y
\"‘;
(p]
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_Kiéé, Charlie's Angels, and the i ghty Fouse "clubs" were ail copies of mass
.~ ‘6 . - -

Factors affecting peer &roup develotment -

<

Since theapurpoce of the researeh was descm -c:.x '.;C—;één cfe_r 'o'niy ny—

potheses as. to mechanxsms accountmg for this seauenee of developnenu., ,W be- R’

'1ieve that ’cwo-q.actors ‘have an influence: the child's - emergent eogmt;ye

@paeity, ‘2nd the salience of the adu._ soc 2 envir onmen-,.

ﬁergen'_b cognitive é’a’.’pa”c’i‘y ~ Seriation ard class:.ficé*ioﬁ abilities

probadbiy ur&erlie the mai ritenarnce of suaole status h.,.erarchlas. It is there-

fore not sv.rprlslrg ‘that 2néd graders, most of whom are most pr’*‘cacl,; _ﬁterihg

& .

. Other empiricel work has demonstrate&_ the eqnnectmn between ccmpevence at Pi-

sgetian seriation tééks and the gbility to produce =z stable renk order of ele-

ment(.ry senool peers (C‘mark and _Jdelman, 1974). I:L”é}n.ue, we would exzect ..

+hé5t 8th graa‘ers abstrac., notion o*e "grow" ;nd *V ir er:"encv tc reason Icg-

1

ol ) = A S R i)
1cal.Ly atout its Iunct:ons *micates thé emergence of forral ressoning  Zoili-

iy .@weiier, this cannot be verified until cur noticns o tesr develotment

-
K

are Twlly onera‘c*cna];izect ané messured in +endem with stendard cognitive

&3‘

.-

Both direct and indirect effeets of adults on the peer group dere" cioens
of the “studeuts at St. Angela's were cvserved. Novies and television seemed

provme tbe only modele imitated by the younger children. The Wanderers,

media _p’:;ogrémming; We never observed non-mediz ercu:s as, for example, a

stamp eo]lectmg, klte—ﬂyn.ng, or blke riding "club""' whicnh m’rgnt ':zve ‘been '

- more easﬂ;y patterned 2 Far irdigenous chil ren's eéﬁvities- i F‘ﬁ:y a2 few

AL T B » ) ~ _‘\ "L- - .
PN Sl mYe ey ;—— -~ - . ~ e -
crnI_qQrat wers ....:93‘.: Q.L J :\Avs- wa E;._ul PPNy

|
<

‘u\l;
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Mos% importent, the children chose not ‘o imitate these groups; and- instead

-~ ~

picked those cﬁffef‘éd by the ziééé Exé&ié;

Salierce of social env:.ronmmlu*,“'“e teachers and scnool ‘Staff hed a2

drvect e;fect on the children's deve?omenu of peer. grcuts. The teachers

played a major role by providirg information %o studgnis sbout their social:

_interaction.  Teachers idéntifiéd ;ét;aérns_;_,_ of peer- associations as groud -

behav:.or. Thus, the students could use this information o form an 2bstract

¢ ¢

t

riotion of group- for example, the Click i‘éééi*zé& i%s neme Jres 2 Tth grade

teacher. The ‘céaéhef'iéiiéﬁél’ according o moss ox*"e 8ih greders inter=

\ -

Viewad, stmulate&—cobeszveriess, and *ndtcat—c to the s'"'uen‘:s e importance

\to dlspute tbe Tfact that having 3 friends in School iS .r:,’oor, nt o a chil;d'é

6f soofal 'c'rgéiiizé.tion. ) . : . :
B .
~ ’ - ' . R ~ V ' T
Educrfiopsl ‘Fmplications = ¢ i
Medie yI‘G"I‘am’r‘g p"ov:.des Teer grow ro_e models: shat r-h'p&rw imitate
at an garly age. Yourg children ma:—r ick a sali e”‘f ze3sage from ‘rese models:

J.rien&ship relamcns are mere important than a zdsmic lsarning:" This is not.

4 . -

« ’

S e m o gemmem e 2 p Un o S iaim s Aleid 1 Aeiemt dlsm s O wMEAL S ale  avnj
,;gdgustmen‘_t : however-zt is possible thzt. }.e.rger—than—_lne ~edis mcdels ex £=

: o . .
gerate the .mmr*ancc cﬁ»soc:ai reiations. : S
- The t 'pher at 2 la,er point in the ‘student’ s caresr mey exacervate ihis

~

. - TR . L
\msple.ced emz:has&s on h.zman relatzonswve*' ﬁwdcmc acheva:: t. Student reer

— -V

gro@s a.re glven e.wr b ue?. of adult group= at z time when chﬁ&rv.. _ere only

.

‘Im'rtatmg w&ao théy see around *hem, end have - nly a 1.cose social organiza-

- ion: We recomme*xd +hat teacbe.,s deemnhas:.ze the role of child ccalitions’ in -

B o A e Ammis 4 A A et favie =
accownting, -for e c°=~wvvr% students in yre=sdcliszcence. We believe the

~algy, -
o) ' , <
._ann:'as‘s dilutes v::lnzoie ins uru ::cn.... energ*es. : .

!
f
7 e |
Nens

\ |

\
Vi
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However, the behavmr of both adul ts and  children in schools' is con-

¥ S .
troL.ed m rart by tﬂe bureaucratic natm'e of tpe schoo'I itself. We have do~
-.cu_men’ced how student peer _.gr:p;tps from in pa;rt. as & response %’o’ the éc’ﬁo"o’i

bureéuci-éési;? Membership- in a well-organized interest group is néééé:sary in

N order to pursue one s ‘gozls in any complex bureaucrﬂcy ”he larger ‘erd mere
' complex thé crgém_zation? the more interest\grougs tend o form. ILikew .Lse, _—
the larger.and more ciémpiex afschécl 65@@5&55& i‘é.; the more it becomes ) a
recessary for students. to orgam"e irto varidf peer facticns: Zven at z
small schecﬂ; 1ike St. Angela's, Deer groucs were rec}g'uzed zs an mmf%éﬁ%
-pfb‘biéﬁ. In 1arg—ér schools, the prcblem it plles 2t the expense of academc
. .iﬁéﬁﬁéﬁ. Guszc (19'3) cstimated that 50% of stident time is spent in '
non-acaderic ééﬁéé'i activitiess Do entraina;ié;- of School systems *.;zoul'fi_» ‘::'_e_;a :
mejor step tcward the ;ecti:iééfiaﬁ‘af this oroblen. "Tn smaller, more inti~
mate set 1ngs, students would rot fird it necessary to-orzanize into ccali- ‘
* tions. Ve believe that a new emphasis.upon academic lesrning wowld follow: . . -
’ B e Co
> . h ’
- . )
7 ‘. ¥ - AN
_ ) e ) . )
. ’ - - * ;
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Appendix a
- 5" . =
. ... | i-CENSUS TRACT A"  |CENSUS TRACTCENSUS
. P .—‘1. - '. "B" TBACT
; s . ucu.]
S lse. i
\\| Angel's
7 -cmsiié 'I'izéc'r "D"
?;é; 3. Location of Census .Tracts sgrggugggngf§§.73pggia s.
Source: 1970 Census of Housing and Popuiatlon, )
South Plalnf’e$c, SMSA _
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GENERAL POP

Lt

Source: 1970 Censu

féi@i_pépuiatiéﬁ

$ black,

""" ULATION OF CENSUS TRACTS,

s of Housing and Population :

S
0O



. Table 3

| CHILD POPULATION BY AGE AND SEY FOR COMBINED CENSUS AREAS

i

' Source: 1970 Cénsus of Housing and Population

. Age: E ' PR % . 103“14 vrs.

. Male . o g22 592
Pemale . . 565 551
‘Total o S 1187 1143
% of total population & . w9
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' _?f‘able 4.
ETHNICITY OF POPULATION BY CENSUS TRACT .
; Séurce:.‘l970 Census of Hou51ng and Populatlon
S )=% oi.total area population
.Cénsus Tracts: ~. & .- B,C,D,  Combined
- Foreign stock’, total. 321 (8) 2191 (26) . 2512 (21)
Polish L | 66 (2) 1321 (16) 1387 (11) ¥
Italian , . © 0 113.(3) 149 (2) 262 ( 2)
German, Anstrlan and N 77; L - o :
USSR . < . , i 94 (2) 325 ( 4) 419 ( 33
- Spanish speaking 27 (1) 92 (1) 119 ( 1)
_ ‘ ‘ . ‘ oL S .

lPersons report¢ng -as Lerelgn born, or of mlxed or forelng
parentage.. :

L

.

e




. -7 raple 5 - o

| SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY' CENSUS TRACT

Source: 1970 Census of Housing and Population
| P 5 Of Housing and, tion

N _ 7’ \ _ I, _ ) .o .
Céﬁéﬁg Tracts: A n ’ B,C,D, Combined .

i

i
N

Elementary Schocl - - -
Enrollment T s 1656 1904 .

public schod! only - ' 742 .. 789 ‘1491

¢ of total.enrollment 71 88 s 78

o




Table 6

™ ' EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT BY CENSUS TRACT

i _SOurce:i 1970 Census of Housing and Population

Census Tract . & °  B,c,b,  ‘Combined

wm
o
oo .

Total Labor force 437 ¢ 2141 . 2

~

$ ﬁnempiéyment. o 6 13
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 Table 7
< LT
_ MALE OCCUPATIONS BY CENSUS TRACT
Source: 1370 Census of Housing and Population
*{ }=% of ‘total labor force for area |

Census Track: . - & B,C;D, ' Combined

Clerical | 127 (16) 443 (14) 570 (15)
Craftsmen, foremen 106 (14) 542 (18) 648 (17)
operatives 119 (15) 747 (34) 866 (22)

> -

taborers . - .. . 66 (8) 312 (10) 378. (10)

service Workers . . 235 (30) 365 (12) 600 (16)
 Professiohals; Mamagers:. . . ___ . oo
_and-Administrators. .~ 30 ( & - 362%(12) 412 (11} .-
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Table 8 S
/o , o '
RESIDENTIAL STATUS BY CENSUS TRACT .

. Source: 1970 Census of Housing and Population

LS

. Census Tract: A . B,c,D,

ictai;ecccﬁpiéa housing =
. units S0 . 2972 1335 :
Moved to present house:

before 1960 7 298 1343
1960 - 1967 48 805

~ 1968:- 1970 478 824 -

' Occupants not owning L
auto o 1127 1804

% of total residents

al



. Busband-wife

families .28

- Female head . -

" famiiies - 63

o
7 »
’
.
-

72

15

!/.
jrable s /
// . /
HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY TYPE BY CENSHS TRACT
Source: 1576 Catisus bf Hous;ng and ‘Population
' census Tract: == A B/ C D ~ Combined
Number of-house- - .
holds - ;= - - 4347
persons per . . " 7 o \
hOhSEuOld . - / - - - 2.8\
-%idf;chi;dren'
ﬁin"dér 18 in: )
& ’ ’

e
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- ; o ,
‘ | HOUSING PROFILE BY CENGUS TAACT =S

" Source: 1970 Census of Housing/and Population

' Census Tracts: ;| I a . -B,C,D, . - ,é'o'misinéé

— A . 7

1490)

. i .Total number of units. 1505/ = - - 3396

" Owner occupied <3l T 1464 . ‘1600

o

. - % owner occupied 9. . 43 - o 33

g white owners - 82w Co-98 97

0 memsa - e sl o 2w
. - 77777;7_ — . o e .
% black renters He 72 T o2 32
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