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PREFACE . -

The question all® composition students ask—
“What can I write about?”’—is answered more
than 7,000 times in this volume. The teacher in
search of assignments can simply glance down
any page of a desired category of writing and
see countless ideas spring forth. Appeals are
made throughout the book to a comprehensive
range of interests, knowledge, experience, feel-
ings, and thoughts; there is an abundance «of
“something for everyong.” Furthermore, the
mind being limitless, thesr:fﬁbpics passed on from

teacher tp students should suggest to all students -

(not just the inquisitive or imaginative ones) stil}
other 'ideas they can identify with, many of
which they may come up with on their own.

¢

Certainly one of the first air‘.ns of teaching is
to bring students to self-discovery, and it is no
small accomplishment if, by looking out§ide,
students are brought to look within themselves..

Notes heading each of the chapters in What
Can I Write About? briefly define the different

‘kinds of- writing, tell how to write them, and

indicate how ghe book may be -used to locate -
topics suited to them, leaving little need for
formal classroom mstructmn The best (and
perhaps the happiest) teacher may be the one ,
who has the,Jeast to say.

2

David Powell .
Western New Mexico University



What Description Is . |

For our purposes here, we rriight say that to
describe something—object emotion, thought,
event dnd on over the‘honzon of human experi-

ence—ls to surround it With written words, much ~

.the way lines shaperthe subject of a drawing.
The:Greek root of thé word “‘scribe”
tive. It means to scratch, or sketch an outline.
That implied lightness of touch can be important.
We should seek to surround our subject not so
much-to capture it (and least of-all to annihilate
1t) as to liberate it, let it stand forth in a new
'fullness and freshness. Descnptlve writing can
free its subject from itself, from the obscurity of
.experience, and in’the same stroké bear it to a
life larger than the words surrounding it. The
words should not draw -attention to themselves;

rather, they should scratch a descriptive network -

so tough and resilient it can spring the ‘subject
free of its own description. .

How to Write Description

‘Good descriptive writing is first of all concrete.

Search out the telling detail, the essential charac-
teristic, then nail it down. But the warning above
applies here as well: the subject must be nailed
down without stabbing it to death. We are not
out to pin dead dry bugs to a board. Keep them
alive. Keep them moving. This is best done with
verbs and nouns. When we run on to a chasm
between the verb and the noun we can throw an
adjectiveflike a lifeline, or a bridge, between the
two—always remembering, though, -that such
connections are seldom strong enough to support
a sentence. .

Here, from one of the familiar tales of the

N

is instruc- .

'DESCRIPTION"

- \
4

Brothers Grimm, is a simple illustration of how
sensual descriptive writing should be:

“Oh Grandmother, what blg ears you have,”

she said. .
“The better to hear with, my dear.’” A
“Grandmother, what big eyes you have.” '
‘““The better to see with, my dear.” e
“What big hands you have, Grandmother.”
“The better to hold you with, my dear.”” .
“But, Grandmother, what big teeth you have.”
“The better to eat you up-with, my dear.” .’

Hardly had the Wolf said this, than he:sprang

from the bed and gobbled up poor little Red

Riding Hood.

Poor Red Riding Hood mdeed She seems to
have been lacking in one element vital to graphic
descﬁptionTimagination. But at least we can
learn from the wolf. Let all descriptive writers

_put teeth in their words and gobble up the

reader.
Locating Subjects for Description

Description is clearly one of the broadest kinds

of writing. Just about any subject listed in this

book could inspire a descriptive passage. Descrip-
tive writing is, by way of example, sometimes
fundamental to. creative and narrative writing.
This would, then, be an appropriate time to
begin to regard this book as a whole and to move,
by d1rectmg the assignments.to students freely
from part to part. The subjects in the present
chapter will be seminal for descriptive writing
exercises of all kinds, but the book strives to
become, as a whole, a descriptive network not
unlike the one we have described above, outlin-
ing, however lightly, the power and possibility

éof writing. K
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Nature and Natural Settings |

_ April showers

[

2 What Can I Write About?

. N “a

[ ) ot

S

Describe: / )
a morning rain

a cottonfield sun

the delert by day .

the desert by night

outer space

a fallen tree, dead or. stlll growing

- the wilderness next door

the wilderness in the garden

_ birches as Robert Frost sees them .:

a blend of mist, geese, sky, and- water

the spirit, atmosphere, and tone of a natural place
how the earth looks to someone from outer space
a sunflower .

¥ a.muddy road o ‘ -
. the center of a cyclone

“God’s awn country”

running rapids .

an apple tree, a cherry tree, a chmaberry tree,
a mulberry tree ’

the kinds of lands the Conquistadores walked through

(not by any means.all “golden lands")

C . .

March winds
the Grand Canyon, perhaps by concentratmg on its

colors, the order of description determined by the

change qf colors with the season’

the natural scenes seen by the first pilgrimsin America

some natural object that suggests somethmg else or
someorie else

“my territory™
somethmg sxght unseen
“under the sun” :
a schoolwalk in the mountams sllppery with rain

a part of (or somethmg on) the Mlssxssxppl as Mark Twain -

saw it

: the landscape as seen from a descendmg parachute

‘a.mountaintop as seen from it
a mountaintop as-seen from the ground

_a branch of madder

the ‘“‘roof of the world”
a pre-dawn morning

- “down-under’’ skies

fire on the water

a lonely mesa

a watering hole . -
a Peruvian landscape
a sunset on the river
a natural bridge -~
adust stcrm '

e
"
‘..‘J-'?' \
A

a windstorm
a place named Windy
a sun-pounding day

" the call of the Rocky Mountains

the lure of the sea
treacherous waters .
*a path off the trodden path . s,
signs and seasons
‘the sun or moon as a rider of the sky
the begmmng of the world
the world as split open and seen from the inside
shadowy; mysterious trails
an approaching storm
a rainbow-o_f flowers

-«dandelior season

walking in' the rain

& road <0t taken

catching the dawn

catching a falling star

‘“my woods” - v

a scene just before, during, or after the Flood

a Virginia scene as Captain John Smith would have
seen it :

bringing the country to the clty
the little picture in nature

the big picture in nature

a winter- wonderland

redwood trees .

infinity as evidenced in nature

color. and light in nature

a snow in May

coming to life in the sprlng

sand castles

riding in mist

an-early snow/a late snow .

a tropical storm .

asurgday v . B -
a smiling sky - :

winds that don’t let up

tides

the “‘your land’’ part of“Thls Lahd is Your Land”

A

- the ending of the day

a catwalk over a rockwall canyon, over thundenng
“water - '

an idyllic‘settln‘gthat conveys a certain mood
a setting with the title of a famous book (such as
How Green Was My Valley)

the quality of a natural settlng by way of some
aspect of it

" unexplored temtory that i is termfymg
- the outdoors taken inside

A0~

]
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the earth as ‘a llttle lslzmd of Creation amid the
-circumambient Void" ,

* vegetation growing through the cracks of an aPandoned
| house

Iguassu Falls (bigger than Niagara Falls)

Where the' Sidéwalk Ends (name of chlldren's“book)
pleasure gardens
.country roads

the view from a hilltop overlooking a great cxty

an artificial environment that intrudes on a nntuml

1

setting . L
magnificent treasures or scenery available to the .
. beachcomber N .

the same scene today contrasted with that seen by .
another writenyears ago L.

snow in the forest (as if you are there in it) ’

a natural world ‘‘charged with the grandeur of'God”
(G.M. Hopkins)

" a honeycomb (as seen scientifically and then as
seen non- sclentlﬁcally)

some natural object as-for someone who has never
,~seen one (say, a tree or a certain kind of cloud)

“the Pleiades in a silver row”

‘a natural setting beyénd.the commercial description
of it N
a natural settmg as se€tn by a microscopic eye
the indifference of nature
an everyday ocgurrence in nature .-
" Where the Wild Things Are (name of children’s book)
a srhall island in a huge, rorxgh sea

Creature foe .

Descnbe .

the biggest snake :

spiders vying for attentjon by swinging f}'om their threads

cockroaches scurrying for cover . .

a home where the buffalo roam .

butterflies/fireflies by the thousands .

mosquitoes in Paradise

circus animals

-an ant with a grain of sugar . y o

an animal that eats humans

a fox seeing a.movement in the grass

a cattle roundup B

stunt-flying birds A

wild mustangs o ‘
 animals fleeing from the enefny {man or Least)

a “‘kitten on the keys” A o

a “‘super horse” - .

the flight of an eagle

weightless birds resting on reeds

a homeless, hungry dog .

I -

Qo LT
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’

" Texas or Alaska mosquitoes

guard dogs on the roofs of palatial homes*
a snapshot of a beloved pet. .
insects seeking sanctuary from humans

a pmyln_g mantis.pmyzng'
flamingos in flight

a whale leading into the.air
a bird colony ;
a civilization of insects in one room
the path of-a turtle across the road - - 3
an endangered species ] 1
a walking fish ' ’
animals in battle to the death
animals fleeing from'a fire  _

a Yellowstone bear. huntmg food
a dog that is the subject of 2 Beware-of-the- Dog stgn
a rat- infested, mariy- familied jungle hut,

an ariimal &)r an animal scene).in a medieval bestmry
the tiger as an image of awesomeness !

a household dominated by pet cats or dogs

a civilized, almost-human, animal

gerbils jockeying for posntron in a revolving, c1rcular cage

the blue dolphins such as in the book, Island of the
Blue Dolphins

the lamb as an image of innocence :

the kestrel hawk (the windhover) as an image of
something that does the difficult with great ease

a school of anixmals—that is, a p‘ace where animals are
educated

!iurhan Beings, In_dividuals )

Describe someone: . : . r

©

who does as he/she pleases

who tells you more thawou want to know about one
sybject or another

who is “chicken’’ about one thing or another

. who delights in disorder . . £

who wants a tourist to take his/her pxcture

who is homesick

who is superior to others but does not try to show it
who has an inferiority complex 3

who epitomizes dignity”

.whose fate is a far less happy one than predlcted

who works just to be busy .-

v

who hates anyone who does not love him/her ‘

who is a good-natured egotist = .*
who is too hot, ¢r too cold, to handle
who has, in character, many opposing parts.-

who is an authority about something or someone
he/she has no ifiterest in or liking for

who i is a seeker e
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" who always says, *

4. What Can I Write About?

"who has a second ﬁowering
who opposes something wnthog_understandmg it

who writes up the national psychologncal and vocational
examinations -~

whao isa “living legend”

who is oracle, sage, and know-it-all
who is the ultimate fan «

who is left speechless

who has a short fuse

who “‘says little, thipks less, and does nothing at sll”
(quotation from Georgg Farquhar)

who is trying to look sober but is not
who delights in order

who would rather give up life than material possessions '_

‘who has a mad impulse
who is a pragmatist

who is lonely’

‘who is at a loss for words

.who hehaves hke a deranged and fnghtened
- _Ichabod Crane

who{oves rings . .
.who hz}N)nLy one idéa, and that one a wrong one

»

e who iS'a phbblo on the beach, one of the crowd .

who is in spirited convers ation with himself/herself
who is a compulsive taker of notes
who tries tu appval'to everyone
whf)se 1d¢'nmy is revealed only at the end of your
- description- / .

wha l. shyewd -

\ ]

who is one of those who will “inherit the earth”

.t*t s get serlous.”’ ,

who is a saver or collector

who practices small economies such as smn;, saving
Ywho is an unoffu ial psychoanalyst

who is expert at avoiding serious commitment

who hag to settle for a second chojee

who is just learning self-respect

who Is on a soap box

who s “worth watching'

who iy like his/her pet

who s in love with loves

who hu. an unusual habit

who hu. an unusual jnterest

who bs free again

whao has gambling fever

who looks lynorant

whao looks Intelligent

who looky wealthy

who looks poor "
who looks tgagle Mmooy
who looks self-pitying ™ '

s
. who cuts into e

e o
S

who rages at God whenver somethlng goes wrong (such
as bad weather)

who is an actor without an audxence
who has too little to do
who behaves characteristically

who is like Bartleby, a fi.ction'al character who says only,
“I would prefer not to.”

who is a ‘‘roads’’ scholar, a tramp
who is always ‘‘the one in charge”
who daily “‘goes ape’’ over someone or something new
who sings while at work !
who is always first with the worst

who is shaped by experience

who is “‘crazy like a fox”

who is a pied piper

who is poetry in black

who succeeds exceptionally well in something he/she
does not seem suited for

who has no enemies oW e

who has no friends

who is a *‘city-slicker” in the country

who hehaves spontaneously

who is a quick study, a superb mimit

who suffers from the effects of someone else’s trying to
break a bad habit

who is in heart but not in sight -

who likes to dance

who js all business

v

. who is dressed up to scare

who knows how to answer thé question “‘How lazy can
you get?”’

who learns everythmp wnlmut help

who has no middle name

who @5 a middle name

whq:nhus tfnly_lnitials as a name

~who'ls a name-dropper .
swho came-very young to the throne (actual or symbolic

thmnu) and had to come of age qulckly in order to
deal wlth the world -

Who ls without vices

who I-, without a '»lnul(- virtue

who upp(-nm buL Is not, intelligent
who appears, but is not, lgnorant
who iy an advocate

“who monopollzes conversatlons.
- who Is one of a kind

who is his own man/her own woman
who s mlsguidedly chauvinistle or zealous
who hag a fores or energy born 6f terror,
who Is like his/her residenc J
wha Iy undeservedly famous

who {n undenervedly Infumous

U
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who is brave in spite of an obstacle to bravery
who is a meelancer at something .

who, though ifi an official capacity, corrects you-on the
facts you give about yourself

who is tight-lipped

who is a ‘‘wonder of wonders”

AR}

" who is “programmed™

who Is ageless

who is self-consclously middie-aged .
who is a toastmaster

who is a wayfaring stranger

who is poetry in motion

+ whose behavior is controlled by conditioning

who'is responsible for having changed your life
who is a hermit #¥he city

. who Is outlandish

.who is crazy as aloon

" who Is a great Impostor

who tries to stay on a diet

who tries to give up smoking K
wha tries to give up drinking

who characteristically over-reacts

who Is right off the comic page

whose main wéakness is

who is an angel

who has escaped from prison v

who Is a high-roller

who is Maky

who runs the wrong way

who Is wcklng the unattainable

who is too dangerously busy , A

who coaches football but dm-'.n t know whut u -
a football is

who is “strange”’

who Is a born leader _ '

who is a born folfower

who Is in a shaky position

who Is prematurely old

who Is cute (or 'Lutmy )

who is, though grown, a haby

who Is “Nature’s darling” (Thomas (;rny s reference
to Shakespeare)

who Is godlike

who 15 a *'good person’”’

3

. who has the gift of gab

who never conferaes to losing an argument
who has “colléd nerves'’ : T
who hns Y /nl( ‘otine fity””

who dc-ch-ru ]vrmnludu *

who It just plain dumb . -
who s spolled by success

whonse name and personality mateh exactly

O
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who is like a chameleon m personality

who is describing hlmself{hersclf only y what he/she
sees in a mirror

who is a caricature

who is discouraged bécause of havmg suffered in a
natural disaster

who, even if not known, ought to be Man/Woman of
the Year ’

who is confused by the world bug not womed about it
who is utterly without opinion orisubstance

who has a face and manner of authority

who wears *‘the smile of God". '

[

* who is amodern Sphmx
" who has absolute confidence °

who can see though blind =
who is coming to terms with the fact of death

swho is a double for someone else

, who is an “‘All-American"’ type

\l‘» -who hag ls)ands inside

who is so obseSSed by TV as to have a pocket TV
who is tied up in knots . ‘.
who is used up or burnt-out

~ who is blissfully unaware ~
-who Is {n austerity~’ ‘

who is a scapegoal

who is *‘square”’ slralght -arrow’’

who is egousucal ' -
who has an immens¢: talent in hiding

“ who Is eccentric

who is a good judge, though without experience
who is ¢ picturestraightefer

who Is a perfectionist

who Is in need of ¥pecial attention

,who Is ““always around”

who is ““never around”’

who is a high-climber

who is just now finding a volce

who never gives in

'ho delivers tedlous spv(-chca of Sermons
who s * u'.h-cp at the switeh”

who ls o “wolf in the fold”

who Is an outsider or a parlah

who I8 a master solicitor of funds

who is utterly iimperturbable

who is easily perturbed

who has a name that sometimes causes accldental humor

who ls hopelul of catching a fish

who I hopeful of finding the right job

who has Insurmountable seruples

wha is In priton for politien! reasons

who It exhausted almost to the point of death
who has noble qualities

lq
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who is a non-heroic figure ' a ﬁrst time® Broadway playwrlght awaitmg ﬁrst reviews
who can be characterized by speech mannerisms ) ) someone who is a “‘clear-cut choice"’
who has a voice ‘‘like a great bell swinging in adome’  .-** someone who has the lowdoWn_ on someone
. (quotation from James Elroy Fletcher) ‘ * someone who has retained elegance and charm
who is an esoteric scholar - s T the president as through the eyes of a child
who Is a member or a joinet ' i what your inferiority complex is like
who has (in the words of John Ford) "shaked hands . the child in someone ’ '
with time.’ ‘ "*.an heir/heiress !
who Is nameless . someone climbing a ldmp post during a celebr tion
who f:lare‘s/who “d\ares not” do something - the unknown soldier/the unknown citizen
who is capa.ble of inspiring confidence a bouncer
who s exotic . ’ - an angel in the

who is a saint
who loves the stage (as observer, or as performer)
who has many kinds of deep troubles
who is a lover of the country >~
who Is an dudience of one
who speaks to one person as if to an.audience
a relative or a close acquaintanée
" someone as the god(dess) of somethmg
a pickpocket in action * .
the child in you
a friendly president of a small country
someone you love {o hate

a broken individual

your interview with a famous-person
someone in the'moment before death
a veteran

someone who is self-consclously kind
a night security guard at work
someone who would like to harm you ~ " K
someone watching something intently .

an IRS official as seen by a reluctant taxpayer

a reluc_umt taxpayer as seen by an IRS official \
the thing in you that others admire !

' . , someone who is unknowingly self-reveali )
someoné with a “‘singing face”, (quotation by John ° someone surviving the loss of the Sam&irﬁe\
Fletcher) - o8N ' . * someone/surviving the failure of an lmportant \).
“  achild in the White House examination - °© —
. ateacher with only a sixth-gradereducation - . someone rushing to catch p bus ( .
" someone trying to sleep when it is impossible to sleep + someone suddenl realizing he/she is late
~a reluctant Santa Claus . someone reacting to an unfunny joke
-somcone who expresses an opinion without thinking . someone reacting to a Specéh
a great person known to you S ~ someone 6uddenly remembering something
a lunatic employer , o yourself as.you were at one time
* someone surviving the winter . someonc such as a small child, who can get difgy where
someone with laughter like a bellows action “no dirt Is,
someone who is uncommonly shy . . . who laughs, for a lazy-lipped person ) ,
example, wnh freat cmburrasbmcnt at just about someone with a vigorously recurring (but seldom
anything - lasting) spiritual regeneration '
someone surviving a grcut puhll( embarrassment someone who walks hundreds of miles to prove love to
someone who is ostracized . . the one waiting at the destination
‘someone who Is too conscious of hisfher best profile fomeone in despair .
someone before and after - “someonc I oughi to know better” \&—
someone hard to catch, hard to canquer . an old man/woman in school
an uninvited guest ‘ ’ someone who “wrote the hook” on
someone plcking cotton(*snapping’) with the energy - the top-sergeant, still more active than the recrults
of a very “yotng person after more than thirty years of military service
someone who is lovable and loving B , someone who has weathered ¢ U“"W’lml'
someone who Is unorthodox ; ‘ an underdog who likes the role of ‘underdoy
uonu-ofw throwing a tantrum y someonc real or fictional who Iy a slumbering glant
romeone who Is an authority on a wide range of obscure nwakening '
subjects: for c'xul‘hplv darbien, hlvmglyphu praying .~ someone who ls made up of many difforent parts, all
mantises of which are funny
i
. 2
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Descriptidn 7

_ an unusual child whom you met on a tx'*ip a bullfight crowd .

someone so as to prove or disprove the following: an enthusiastic opera crowd ‘
““No one can read the comment behind an expressidn.” everybody Lrying to get into the act -

a petty b_ureaucmt - &1 soci.ety in boots s

a painting—say, “The Blue Boy” or the “Mona Lisa” sightseers . ~
—come to life a seance \

Queen Mab as described by Shakespeare
Queen Cleopatra as described by Shakespeare
a person who uses ceremonial language for any occasno
* Hagar, as a liying type
Senator Sam Ervin *
Ali as an actor in real life ’
" Thomas Jefferson at home
Calvin Coolidge . -5
a once-maligned person who is lauded now -
a once-lauded person who is maligned now
a globe-trotter
a person described as by William Faulkner
a thinker/dreamer )
someone who is Tascinated with the ordinary
a shallow person/a dull person
someone with a long comic history invented by you , fireside chats
someone who-has beaten the odds - _ an all-week ‘party
a once-famous Western star who is still “riding high” . . - -

! ht th h d people in droves
someone who was right there where it happened at . .
the time it happeged PP people at Bingo Night

ourself as othegs see you the rat race
your ) ? ey - an SRO crowd
someone who Is'politely, cooly efficient . "
the activity at a fair booth
someone who is shy only because of bemg too proud '

a teenage dance
a political conventlon \ ~ .
a private club ) \
a metropolitan bus station in Latin America
people whe carry their pasts around
people who leave their pasts behind
" the early Vikings .
any group of remote pnmmve people still llvmg
- rabid fans
prisoners
people who help others
old people living in a hellish existence
the sunglasses crowd - , .
the whole neighborhood
people who visit

to risk being made a fool of . . 2 POW camp in the United States
any famous modern person at birth | : an old-fashioned talent show
yourself as in the first moment of your hirth people who make every day a holiday .
Harry Truman N muscle flexers :
Senator Daniel Webster T a private party o _
Nastase, the “bad hoy” of tcnms an amusement-park crowd &
Kay Kyser a sidewalk sale/a fire sale/a rummu;,e sale
- Mephistopheles as a living type* it citizem protest
‘someone made hesitant or too cautious by a had people who are profiles of courage : :
experlence o . people who are profiles of excellence
’ \ - a hog-calling contest
. : downtown Saturday Night
Human lle(ngs. Groups Londoners during wartime attack 1
Describe: ) the gates of heaven
) ’ bt much ado about something
autograph h ers
much ado about nothin
soldiers in thé™face of battle ) 2 slz(nvlc- ul;('tlon k
evangellcal preachers ' ‘ ' thlc (-r{d Or' the world
Pt;ﬂpl(-l(l(i-lobrutiny a special oc cuslon a hométown celobration . '
a breac ne .

. . a wedding party
the delivery room of a hospltal

poople in the streets of Paris during the French
~ ftevolution

dj's
strangers, wandererd, gypsies, wayfarers, other transients
drive-in-movie groups ’

0 - 16 - .
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, '_,,.»'What Can I Write About?
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World War I

mhabxtants mcongrubus wnh the contents of their
lmng yoom, e ’

t’he crost on Flfth ‘Avenue or some other famous
" New York Cxty thoroughfare

baseball announcers -
the crowded stands at the Super Bowl

pedestrians,-traffic, ‘and'the resultihg confusion when

“all try to
the Bolshoi Ballet *
a TV show tn England dedlcated to the welrdos
x{!ast draw champlonship
‘.~the cer‘emony at the bcgmnlng of a bullflght
‘the gates of hell P
the Gold Rush | °° '

‘& sleepy tounst'town in the country of “(‘oeta Bell,
* abanana repubhc . .

, our‘i:owd" o
: ,-‘ Bohe jans at home
shantytown lxvmg .
" the delivery room of a department store
the luggage-recovery section of a major airline -
“Paim Springs life :
an athletic team for which nothlng goes nght
a blhnguixl theater troupe
*‘just a big mess,” anywhere
pmple in silly season - .
klds on the last day of st,hooI
hell of the subways
the family pew
" the firemen’ s/poli¢émen’s ball
the Rainhow family
- a crowded béach |
2 a sleepy village an(l its inhabitants -
pcople saymg goodbye

I

oss a small bndge at the same time '~ -

"

y

-

a' country on the brlnk of demm racy '—rlots, troops *

in the streets, ete.

the scene-behind-the-scenes t’or a certain fllm production

a big pubjishing house
a fair/a stgck show

“unpdysons” !

missing persons \
S b |

Places and Things |
Describe: o
a private museum
table scraps; leftovors
a worn record o
a burning barn

n ghost town

' strange constructions

. something cJose-up and then faraway

- e S ~
the view from a train window ‘
a hidden treasure
what was found in the unearthlng
a public notice

' a historical document

stained-glass windows

a particular pamtmg A ]
a “spedkeasy’ of Prohlbmon times

a roadside attraction

coals and embers

a condemned hotel

a lost-and- found office

. Main Street
. ~hand-me-downs

a bowl of cherries
a double-dip ice-cream’ cone
a little black box

_ .a piece of ancient metalwork. - ’
"~ _a tapestry

an ancient book ,

- a certain architectural style

a wrecking'yard; a car dump
a deserted stage

. a square lnch of ground

a ferry boat carrymg twice the number of passengcrs

it shouMd
" a place named Easy Street :

a theater in the thickets .
a ship passing by

the scene from the inside
the scene as viewed by the Statue of Liberty .

- "the scene from a lighthouse

somet'h.ing that is sterile in appearance

the lure ofyold almanacs and diaries 8

4 book by its cover ' ' §
a black book/an address book o

the sense of being there where it happened—at ‘,‘
Dunkirk, say, or at Hastings

a certain poster
a mybtlcul «,ettlng, using mybtlcnl terms

" what's Ina purse

what's in a pirate’s sea chest

what's in'.ldc a home on the Aou(-un Islands/Aran Islands
a pawn shop

a single-room schoolhouse
a sandbox )
Alr Forco One ™ - -
something without roveulln;, g what It Is until the qnd

n uiet placo

a
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_ ;n oléml‘lo'rze

a child’s homie .y

3

a telegraph station in the 20s

* the dust under the carpet

a medal

‘agimmick .

Las Vegas/Paris/New York
cereal-box sui’pris\es
The-Book of

a work and hobby bench
something Byzantine-like
a world inside a doorknob -

signs of the times—road signs, ete.

something from Eliot’s The Wasteland

a golf course that has some unusual hazard

a pentimento painting ‘ .

what you see from the top of __,

the land passing by as you stand on a ship

the scene from the balcony '

the scene from the back seat - .
the scene from the top of the Washington Monument
‘something that is dingy

Hell as if it were a certain city

‘antique items in a house abandoned years ago
the last book

an image from yesterday
“a lamp unto oyr path”
the oldest city in the United States . .
Balh, Epgland, as if was in the Middle Ages or before
a glass menngerie .

’

s

. & myjtical setting, using eoncrete termﬁ

a watch on the Rhine .

what’s in a medicine cablnet: ’ .
a bell , - Voo
a dilaplda‘ted hoat v

an unusual house ;

the local bookstore - Y

a single-room houte

a soldier’s home ‘ " -

a door (one of the hardest things to déscribe: because:

It is s0 common) .,
a map -
nIVlklng ship &

- a shelter

somethlr;g hard lo find in u large cily
an ollspill

a synthotic future , .
the scone after a plenie-

a huge forelgn city

a now product '

a small efficlency apartment

RIC
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Description
a grefsy-spoon cafe
the town dump
the last place on earth
old haunts

N

Senses, Intangibles «

early-morning sounds
electronic music . - -
Sunday smells

smell of hops, etc. Ty

. smell of wet wool blankets—the smell pf black wool

what you feel when you look into outer space

the effect of a certain piece of music on all the senses
d certain musical style

the joy of playing a certain musical Instrument

rich little touches in.a book, movie, musical performance

“a shining artistic achievement"
serenity
time/timelessness/eternity

God ) .

the “indescribable” by using unusual terms

the sixth sense

“more than a feeling)’ ‘ , A
“winter dreams” '

the ever-changing flame of a candle

a dream house as a house that one has.dreams In
an impulse or a compulsion

\

“

~ aslituation that admits of ambiguily or amblvalence

upside-down looks i -
the miserygof ™ -

“sublime holse’’ (E.M. Forster’s allusion to BecthoVen
Fifth Symphony)

occasional silence
something “full of sound and fury”’

f

a kind of hush *

a ‘‘ditge without.musie” (Mlllay ] term)
a pompous speech - . - '
heing alone in outer space
Fourth of July Spcnt in a-forelgn country

_ Christmas away from home

Lthe oceans of visions and sounds of thoughv‘tn the
waking and the sleeping mind

God as If through, or by, one of His cfcatlons .
“shaking the spheres of the unlverse”

“the splendour of a sudden thought” (quotation from
Robert Brownirg) ,

feeling free (In the sense of wm'hlraino(l)
a dream within a dream - ‘
the dreamlike quality of something

» s s

L&

e
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'l
. - .
the intangible quality of something - . i a sneak preview - - .
deja vu b camera eye S
a dream ¢ome true before the dream is dreamed - the difficulty of sharing a secret ®
a bizarre bazaar N the interesting people you meet at
" the action and thought of an instant’s tlme . 'gomg home ¢
it (or It) . undoing a great damage
i .a magic dream dance recapturing prisoners o
) a.gesture which has deep meaning biting the dust
astate of mind . . » a parachute jump : -
“not with a bang but a whimper” (Ehot) : . oa discus, javelin, or weight throw/
where ___ - begins ’ " the maneuvers of a non- -glamorous position in football
listening in nature : flying off the handle
the ]oy of solitude (as recorded m a dlary) blocking the view .
the last straw . - e
_ Actions/Misgellanecous  * hunting in a trash pile L ’
C , ________’sDay -
Describe: v . the center of attention ' Co
a favorite kind of jdb l what there is'to-doin ___ '
a bureaucratic operation , : a comprornising position to be in ' i
. sticking together . so as to answer the question, “Wﬁat have we got herc”"
' _mending a fence with someone . on- the~]ob traming Lot
beaming signals R ) swapping roles - .
-something comforting diyersionary tactics- L S ' -
the turn of the screw  ° ) ) “ashowdown : N
‘ »
) -
N bl B
\,' .
\ ; ) nE . s
N - J ‘
‘ 2n
). - .
J 0 .
N
v \
) 4 .
i / v L ) ’ )
, . ) .

¢ \
v
i

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



-

- \ -
What Comparison/Contrast Is

As a literary device, comparing and contrasting

things to gain a heightened impression of them is.

as old as. . . well, as old as Homer. Here, abridged,
is how James Joyce parodies one of those..
Homeric similes: -*‘Clinging to the sides of the
noble bark, they linked their shining forms as
doth the cunning wheelwright when he fashions

about the heart of his wheel the equidistant rays

whereof ehch one is sister to another. . . .Even so
did they come and set them, those willing
nymphs, the undying sisters.’ /Joyce would have
us. spoke\ourvllterary y!WRh a craftsman’s
care and cunning. One handiest and most

natural ways to do that is totompare two things
that ‘are somehow -alike, or contrast one thing

with someth'}hg dissimilar in a certain tellifng way. *
. Recall how
white photograph ‘cari cast a face into such.

e conttasting tones of a black-and-

compelling relief, or how Vemeer’s colors beat

.80 v1v1dly in ‘tHe .dim lowland sun. That much

and * more. comparlson/contrast can do, -for

languag,e . . .

A

How to Write Comparison/Contrast

One way to use this device effectively is to make
sure the things compared or contrasted fit. We
might, for example, compuare a redwood tree
with a rosebush, but’it probably would not gain
us much beyond a laugh. If it isthe sKyscraping
stature of the redwood we are after, we might
comparn it msto,ud w1th the stalk that Jack

°

cllmbed into the land of giants. The- red-woods
would be at home there, .

Or we could compare a young Latin Amencan
guerrilla, son or daughter of a peasant, with an
American college student who goes to a business

. school, not becaqse he or she feels impelled to
. work in busmess or is even much mterested in

it, but because that is where the surest money is.

The comparison might lead us to a study in '
irony, though probably there would be little-

room to sow much seed in the common groupd
between the two young people. This is possibly
the place, then,«where contrast might,be more

effective. Let us say that we contrast that,samef

guerrilla with a young person, from the revolu-
tionary’s own country: child of a wealthy land-
owner, graduate student in economics at the
‘University of Chicago. The two threads of such a
contrast could weave the social fabric of a

- nation and pattern the history of our time. One

secret of comparison/contrast, then, is hzirmony.

Locating Subjects for Comparison/Contrast

", Beyond the specific listings in this chapter, this

book as a whole might itself become a”study in
comparison/comtrast. It could certainly be
readily used that way. Compare, for example,
the chapter on description with the chapter on
research-and-report writing. Contrast creative
writing with process writing, and 50 on. All the
approaches to writing discusse here are spokes
for the wheelwright’s craft, alifre sisters.

Ay
'
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12 What Can I Write About?
T A
-r People L : ' . S a ‘““tiger” /a “‘pussycat”
' one rebel/people rising up as one

shepherds/cattle drivers how one sees oneself /how others see one

! -actors off-screen/actors on-screen - the scholar/the untutored ’
v a historical figure in two different periods of ’ the private logic of and ‘ .
\ / his/her life ’ different parts in same person (“Two souls, sadly, are
cliff dwellers/New York apartment dwellers in my breast.”’—Goethe.)
) , 7~ « fellow travelers/tourists traveling together two gamesters, each playlng in the usual role of the,  *
, ‘ ~the nomid/the homebody : other :
Sy 8 certain person/the same person transformed one kind of thlnker/another kind of thinker
¢ - - country person/city person the actor/the role the act®® plays
' ’ nobody"/a ‘“‘somebody”’ ‘ - the uniformed person/the person out of uniform
the first mate on an 1850 ship/the CPO on a 1940 ship amateu;’/profession‘al '
. : religious leaders of different religions over centuries attorney/dogtor ’
the adolescent as doer/the adult as doer T person on offense/person on defense '
g historian/dramétist : i original/imitation .
. - .model of society/the average petson | ' ‘seeming free/not being free
the just/the unjust ’ - - ordinary person/uncommon person ,
a gullible person/a’stupid PCI'SOH the same person, tough apd tender
, ‘San Martin/Bolivar . citizen/non-citizen . .
. the same person in and out of uniform ‘ the best/the worst » ' : ~ '
i one person in.two roles B 1880 students/1980 students
gener'als/privates ) - ! C. - salesclerk/customet e ‘ ‘ ! '
an alcoholic/a drinker . hearts made of stonefhearts on fire
innocent today/guilty tomorrow " young college students/old college students
the right pérson/the wrong persop - Einstein/Newton ,
two all-time best players' et compulsive reader/bookworm
person poor/same person rich Pedestrian rights/driver rights
- married person/single person ¢ - people modern and ancient in their view of the Universe
' " generation one/generation two T folk rock singer/hard rock singer -
changing people * b ‘ the forever friend/the sometime friend
- the mathematical mind/t‘ﬁe mechanical mind Benedict Arnold, before and after -
European Latlns/Amenean Latins - the one.blamed/the one who should be blamed
the needy/the greedy # the powerful/the powerless . o
congress/parliament : . . Shakespeare’s Macbeth/a modern Macbcth :
a past’star now not a star i : the young and their values/the old_and thelr valub
,upper crust/lower crust . - mjstocmcy/tym[my
h "born to lose/born to win s " student unrest/student, rest
fictlonal TV figure on camem/ﬁctlonal TV flgure o upstairs people/downstairs people
off camera . scientlst’s viow of the stars/poet’s view of the stars
a friend now an enemy T actors as they were in their old roles/actors as they are
. anenemy now a friend S ST now In their old roles
the temperaments of and ) two major candldates for the same office
two facesof _.' . . " Amerlcan opera atars/ltallan opera’stars
mixed/matched . Eton student/llarrow student .
blue-collar workers/white-collar workers Harvard student/Yale student '
“child like an adult/adult like a child . - movle actor/television actor
Wt ' tthe Stole/the Eplcurean . ' movle actor/stage actor R
the lyricist/the composer “ ideal American/real American
a real person/the depiction of him/her on television oneself/old friend '
Billy Budd/Claggart oneself/young friend
revivalist/used-car salesman ' :

ERIC D
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_the person gnven the credit/the person who should have Write a comoarison/éontrast essay concentratlng onthe
gotten credit . kindest people in the world, consndered as a group o
a !amousyerson/someone who looks. hke the famous such as a country. o
.person . Use comparison/contrast to show that, 43 Cicero
oneself/one’s conscience : X . . believed, the minds of'persons are the persons
Qcompanionship/{riendship themselves. .
a person rich/the same person poor . Use comparlson/contrast to argue that, as Henry F'leldlng :

wrote, there is at least one fool in every marriage.
Use comparison/contrast to show that, as Sin William -
Hamilton believed, on earth there ls nothing gregt
y s but humanity; in humanity there is nothing great but
mind.
Use comparlson/contrast to show whether a clergyman
can be an enterta;ner,_,,
Use companson/contrast to show whether a politician
can be an entertainer.
Use comparison/contrast to show which counts more in
football: brawn or brain.
Use comparison/contrast to show which requires more
work: casual dress, or fancy dress.
" Use comparison/contrast-to relate the- beginnings of the

what I wanted/what I didn’t want

Compare/contrast life in a polygamous society with that
in a ménogamous one. t

Compare/contrast ‘‘day people”/““night people "

Compare/contrast these opposing bases of marriage: In
some cultures, it is said that “‘you dan’t marry the
person you love; you love the person you marry.”

Compare/contrast yourself with Thoreau . . . as; for
example, on the issue of imprisonment.

Compare(contrast yourself with apother part of you to
answer-the question whether you are good company.
for yourself.

Compare/contrast a public figure sober with the same

e ~

publjc figure under the influence of alcohol. * . careers of Johnny Unltas and Dan Fouts, both of
Compare/contrast little professional football players -quarterback fame.
with big ones. . . Use comparlson/contrast to write on the subject “IET
Compare/contrast famous people ‘with their children. can’t have , I'll take .
" Compare/contrast famous people with their parents. - Use comparlson/contrast to show whether the choice at
Compare/contrhst in a theme, **Anything but What the polls is one more of comparison than of
I Expected.” . contrast.
Compare/contrast the negative views ofyourself against Use comparison/contrast to show that disabled persons
the positive ones. . . are more like the undisabled than di{ferent from
- Compare/contrast one person who has two occupations. them. -
Compare/contrast the native of a country with a tourist Use compnrison/contrnst to write of sorneone, unlike the ,
to that country, keeping in mind that natives are not average person, who would take the smallest piece of
tourists in their own country. something good and give the best and.largest piece to
Compare/contrast tourists/explorers. - = ' . a neighbor. ‘

’

Comparq/contrnst the nssnssinntion of one pres‘rldent . Use comparison/contrast to show that "..’ o]itics it is “
with that of another. . “often the one who makes the next: t:

. - who wins.,

: Compnre/con;rnst yoursel{with someone lik¥ you.

« 4
U trast to sh f fth
Compnre/contrnst yourself with someone not like you. s compnrlson/con : 0 S10W the proo of the

- headline , Navajo Life Slmilnr to That of 'I‘hird World

Compare /contrast two people who are much alike in . Nation.
many ways. Use compnrmon/contrust to show thnt as William
Compare/contirast so as to S}IOW someone changing a .~ Cowper helieved, God made the cquntry and human
role—Aladdin, for example, doing somethmg for - beings made Lhe town :
the genle. Use comparison/contrast to show how, according to
Compare/contrast someone’s hark and bite. . Anna Barbauld, society is.worse than solitude, and
Compare/contrast the TV-watching habit with some one humnn being with unother is still the greatest
other hablt or obsession. curse
Compare/contrast the Russians and the Americans of - Use compnrlson/contrwit to show thnt, as Oliver Wendell
the Diomedes Islands. Holmes argued, the world’s great people have not
Wrlte a comparison/contrast ‘essay concentrating on commonly been great scholnrq, rlor its great scholars
the happlest people in the world, considered as a great people. _ R
group such as a country. Use comparjson/contrast Lo show that, as Willlam Lloyd
Write a comparison/contrast essty concentrating on the Garrison believed, our country s the world and-our
moodlest people in the world, considered as & group citizens are all humanity.
such as a country. . " Use comparison/contrast to show that it is reasonable

Q
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\ .

that as Mme Cornuel believed, great people are ‘not
. great to their valets.

Use comparrson/contrast to show that, as 01|ver
Goldsmith believed, lrtfle things are great to little
people

Use comparrson/contrast to relate Richard eron and -
Shakespeare’s Richard II.

Use comparrson/dontrast to dlscuss the followmg A

political cartoon shows two people watching.
Holocaust on television. One of them asks, *““How on
earth could civilized people just sit back and allowall
that to happen?” Ih view of the reader is a newspaper
headline reading: More Soviet Jews Jailed.

Comparison /contrast topics about humanity may be
drawn from the following: .

“Though it be a foul great lie: Set:upon it a good . face”
(Bishop John Bale):

“The face the index of a feelmg mind” (George Crabbe)

“Ask not what your country can do for you but what
you can do for your country’” (John F. Kennedy).

“When students get good grades they say Look what I
got .when they get bad grades they say Look what
the teacher gave me’ ’ (newspaper item)’

“Hanging and marriage go by Destiny’’ (George
Farquhar). ‘

“I describe not people, but manners; not an individual, /
but a species’ (Henry Fielding): .

“There Is so much good In the worst of us,/And so'much
bad in-the best of us,/That it hardly becomes any
of us/To talk ;xbout the rest of us” (Edward Hoch).

""Registered forgjgn agents dltfwn unregistered

foreign agents in two notab: ys. First, they are .~
not-here ostensibly, anyway;, to steal state secrets.
Second, most ol’.thém aré not foreign” (Jack
Anderson)~ s

" “I AM in good ahape,'_!' 5ays a-cartoon bum; ‘‘you should

have seen me last week.” = - .

" “I've had distemper and I’ve played mixed- doubles,”

5ays Snoopy, who would rather, he says have
distempcr. '

“Be careful with him: He’s going to be a father” (Ronald
~Colman, speuklng of his dog, in a movie).

“'I'here are two kinds of people here in Washington,”
says a cartoon——“those who know what 8 gomg on.
and the rest of us.’

. “It iIs impossible to en]oy Idlln[, thoroughly unlcss one.

has plenty of work to do” (Jerome Jerome).

“Is a team better off resting for a week or staying sharp
under game conditions?”’ an AP article asks regarding
the NBA playoffs: "

‘“‘Americans, of course, hold no monopoly on producing
memoirs. The prattlco of celebrating the great leader’s
life by putting pen to paper (or hiring a ghost) dates
back at least to Caesar’s ‘Commentarles’ ™ (ré Nixon’s
memolrs, newspaper article dated May 29, 1977).

SOt s ('u«;ler to love humanity as a whole than to lovc '
one’s nolghbor" (Erlc Hoffer).

‘ N
N

\

~ ) s

“The real Ameriean is all right; it is the ideal American
"who is all wrong” (G. K. Chesterton) .

“Queen Anne was one of the smallest people ever set in
-a great place" (Walter Bagehot).

“Full' many a flower is born to biush unseen”” (Thomas
Gray). .

“The people have little intelligence, the great no heart.
If I had to choose I'should have no hesitatiof in
choosing the peaple” (Bruyer)

“They’re only truly great who are truly good” (George
Chapman).

“If youth knew; if age could” (Henrr Estienne).

“Mediocrity knows nothmg hrghe‘r than itself, but talent
Instantly recognizes genrus" (Sherlock Holmes)

“'I‘o be nameless in worthy deeds exceeds an infamous
history” (Sir Thomas Browne).

" “All the world over, I will'back the masses against the

classes” (Wllllam Gladst. ne).

‘‘Because you are a great lord you believe yourself to be-
a great genius! ., . You took the trouble to be born, -
‘but no more”’ (Prerre Beallmarchars)

““The living need charrty more: than the dead” (George
Arnold). i

“I have been a stranger in a strange land” (Bible).

“Know most of the rooms of your country before you
cross its threshold” (Thomas Fuller).
It is the province .of knowledge to speak.and lt is the

privilege of wisdom to listen” (Olrver Wendell .
*Holmes) -

: \
“Good families are generally WOrsé than any others”

(Anthony Hope).

“The Yove of liberty is the love of oth(}rs the love of
power is the love of ourselves” (Willlam Hazlitt).

“The most fluent talkers or most plaulilble reasoners are
-not always the justest thinkers” (Wllllam Hazlitt).

“‘Some are weather-wise, some are otherwise” (Benjamin
. Franklin). .

“It has been said that although God cannot alter the
past, historians can; it is perhaps becapse they can be
useful to Him In thls respect that he tolerates their
cxistence” (Samuel Butler).

Human Conditions

dark days/happy days

choice between two roads

nearsighted, faralghted

style, comfort

discrimination/absence of discrimination
fasting/feasting ‘ h
orthodox/unorthodox

two kinds of birth

‘mule lug/jet lag :

dutln[, in high bchool/dntlng in collcgc
lazing/relaxing

23
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new~look,'new life
derring-do/derring-don’t

. discrimination of one kind/another kind of -

.

discrimination .
private thmgs/pubhc things -
felt obligation/momentary pleasure :
dating in England/dating ih the U.S.
two kinds of death

=mind/heart

-apartment living/dormitory living' .,

mind /brain »

honor/fame . ¥
delusion -vs. reality in sports and sportsmanship
lean years/fat' years . !

habit/disposition _

God’s gifts/human dreams . e

progress/improvement

Compare/contrast two procedures at birth.

Compare/contrast the views two different cultures have
of death. g

- Compare/contrast an mcipient society with an extinct

b

one,

Write a comparison/contrast essay showing whether the
noblest thoughts and actions came from the pepple
who lived in the desert or from-those who.leed in

 fertile areas. , . , .
* Write a comparison/contmst essqﬂon,the subject, Things

Gone Good.

Write a companson/contmst essay showmg that some
things are common to us all.

Write a comparison/contrast’ essay on the theme You re
Only Old Once. ¢

* Use comparison/contrast to show what the world would N

be llke if millions of people exactly like you had
.controlled the progress over these past six milllon
years.

Use comparison/contrast to show what it is besides
courage that Is-opposed to cowardice.

Use comparlson/contmqt to show that blmdn_ess Is, as
has been said, “‘anpther way of secing.” .

Show by comparison/contrast someoné in nature and
out of nature.

"Show by comparlson/contrast that, like a person, a

Q

neighborhood (or a class, or a country) has its own
personality.

Show by comparison/gpntrast whethel‘ the big things, or
the little ones, shape our llves. .

Hagar says that the whole idea Is to-catch the enemy off
guard; just around the mountaln bend s an Italian .
troop whose leader Is saying the same. Compare/
.contrast behavior of opposing groups.

Conslder from the point of view of both individuals and -
the United States government whether we know as -
much how to solve our own problems as thosc of
others.

RIC
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Snuffy Smith is behind jail bars; his son Tater is behind
the bars of his crib. Show by comparison/contrast
how two.different people or two different groups of
people have their own kinds of-jail bars.

Compare/contrast on the basis of the title of the popular
self-help psychology book,; 'm OK You're OK.

Compare /contrast on the basis of thé title of an article
in International Wzldlee. ““Animals A Only Human.”

Compare/contrast topics about the human cendition

_ may be drawn from the following:
“Love is consistent, hate is random” (proverb)

“Chains are worse than bayonet (Douglas Jerrold).
“Dying is more terrible than death” (Henry Fielding).

“Cheer up, the worst is yet to come”™ (Philander
Johnson).

" %01d families.last not three oaks” (proverb).

“I'm saddest when I sing” (Thomas Bayly).
“Into each lite a little sur must fall" (L. E. Sissman).
“‘Justremember one thing, son, " says a cartoon .father:

“I'know a lot more about being young than you
know about being old.”

“The act is all, the reputation for it nothing” (Goethe)

“Religion’s in the heart, hot in the knees” (Douglas
Jerrold).

“Why is itthe pohtlcal party out of oft‘xce is the only
one that knows how to run the government?” asks-
the ‘‘small society” cartoon.

.

'Science and Nature

drought/oasis .

thorn/flower

alligator/crocodile
plowlng‘under/harvesting

toad's/frogs , : - Vo
animals as humans/humans as animals . -
the mallard/the

green/ripe

the coral snake/the gnake confused with it
life on earth/life in outer space

hot ice/hat wind

-animal Intelligence/human intellfgence

two animals in intelligence ' -
hands/hands , '
simple foods/fancy foods

natural gas/lignlte

good things of nprlng/not -50-good things of spring
anthropology/soclology - .
domestic piant/wild piant v

two sldes of nature N '
snowflake/snowflake T

-
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" objectivity/subjectivity

hay feverhsthma

honey/bee .
coldblooded/warmblooded .
feet/feetpf » .
someone set in nature/nature itself o o .
msect/another of lts genéra o I

‘ A French actress says that in speakmg English you use

- fewer facial muscles than in speaking French.
Compare/cont;ast the subject by your own
mvestigathm ' .

’

- Use compansor!/contrast to show-that nature has a way

of keeping up. its.own beduty and humanity has not,
" found a way'to improve on natural beauty
Usmg companson/contrast discuss the observatlon by
an astronomer, Dr. Benjamin M. Zuckerman, that
human beings (rom earth are the smartest in our
galaxy. S .o

. Distinguish betweén nothmg on one hand and, on the:

other, coming into existence where there had not

.- -beer anything before.
_fCompare/cont;ast the chestnut tree, the tullp, or the

- comet described by the seientist on the one hand, -

* the non-scientific philosopher or‘poet.on the éther.
Compare/céntrast'someone.who has an affiliation with

nature with someone who does not. Show, for

example, how. thie former can merge naturally with .

the landscape while thé latter seems out of place.”
Language ‘
and/but ‘
old saying before/old saying now o

plain and simple/plain and fancy
oasis/watering hole

inhibition/restraint . : “
known/renown .
good conversntlon/ordinary conversatlon
thought/expression of thought
‘libel/slander

left as political term/right as polltlcal term i

' table/mesa

bureaucratic Ianguago/elarity
Introvert/oxtravert . .
major speech/minor speech
re-creation/recreation

The Mother Tongue/The Father 'I‘on;,uo
possibility /probability

the timeless West Wind/the timoless song

somethlng before being translated/something after
being translated

Scriptures ln one language/Scriptures In another
peqslmlqm/optlmlﬂm ‘ .
grammar cognition/abllity to write

-

L.

denotation/connotatlon /

v

4

_curiosity/inquisitiveness

what is said/how it is'said

‘turned on by/turned off by

speaking as people wnte/wntmg as pe_ople sPea_k

'_mdu/on/deductlon

legalese/*‘legal-ease” (to quote Time magazine on
improyed legal terms) A{ﬂ

English in England/English in Adnerica * ~ .~

Write a comparison/contrast essay in which.you
delineate a conventional truth using unconventxonal
~ terms and ideas.

Use companson/contrast to make a dull 1dea sound
mterestlng

Use comparlson/contrast to miake .an mterestmg idea
sound dull. -

Translate Blbllcal flgures of speech into modem “cool”
speech.

Compare/eontrast a h@&ilme and an artlcle under its

" heading that does not match it m)content. L

Use comparlson/contrast to write of a new way to be
dull.

_ Use comparison/contrast to wnte of a néw way to be

" interesting.

Compare/contrast changing ideas of what “weéll-
balanced” medns to a psychoanalyst a cook ora
coach.

Use comparison/contrast to show what William Hazlitt

meant in saying of Charles Lamb the essayist “‘His
- sayings are like . .. letters; all the $ith is in the
postscript.”

Educatiob, Knowledge

wisdom/khowleage

conventional teaching/Montesson teachlng
natural law/divine law - .
thinkmg/lettlng the mind wander’

a philosopher/a non-phllosopher

book learning/practical learning .
homework timo/telovlslon time
ob]ectivxtylsubjectlvlty ’ .
phllosophy/religlon '
modern math/regular math
learning/teaching :
a book/another book of-the same Hnd e

early focus children’s books/modem t’ocus ;

opinion/bellef

mental energy expended over a long tlmu/mentul energy
expended over a short tlme e

logic/common gense -

college graduates then/college graduates now
knowledge In one sltuutlon/knowledgv in anbthe
what Is right/what 15 taught to be rlpht R



~

*big town and little town identified by the same

. & . .
Compare/contrast the popular idea.of what an educated
person is with your own idea.

‘Compare contrast a parrow prot’essnonal area and a wide °

professional area: generalist’ teachmg vs..specialist
teaching, for example. .

Use compansonLcontrast to show whether toddy’s child
- can read better than today’s adult. o e

When do you think best, when you are srttlng or when
“you are on the move? |

Use comparison/conrast to show that, as Mortlmer
Adler has declared, a book has a- body and-a soul

Comparison/cbntrast toplcs about education and 2
knowledge may be drawn from the t'ollowmg
+ “Where ignorance is bliss, ‘Tis folly to be wise” \
.(Thomas Gray)
“What I don’t know isn’t knowledge” (Henry
Beechlng)

“A book may be amusmg with numerous errora‘ or
it may be very dull without a single absurdlty”
(Otiver Gdldsmith). : .

“Knowing things is being them” (Ortefia y Gasset).

“As light Is greater than darkness so wisdom is

- greater than folly” (Bible). _
-“To learn somethmg new, take the path you took -
yesterday” (proverb)

““Poetry is somethmg more philosophical and of

- graver import than history” (Aristotle).

I

.
™
i

Places, Perspectives

up closelfar away _,. ;
clockwlse/countercloqk'wise

over/under .

NYC 1950/NYC 1984 - _ .
Chinese communlsm/Rusaian,communism

city alive w1th actlvlty/large city deserted N -

oy

one placement office/another placernent ‘office
space/the opposite of space

1

1

,

L

’ Comparison/Contrast
Chicago/New York City = -

light penalty for somethmg/heavy penalty t'or same th|ng
Western ways/Eastern ways

my housé/your house

top half,"bottom half, each makmg the other possible
two sndes of a certain hotel, house, or town 3

Use comparlson/c0ntrast to show dlsparlty in what free

speech is and what it is no
Use comparison/contrast 0 apswer the questlon: What is

happening in this v oment in other parts'of the
world?

Use companson/contrast to show that sometimes for-

. ward dnd backward, up and doiwn, are all the same.

Use comparlson/contrast to discuiss a {ruth as large as

~ an "astral body but rarely seen. ' .

Write a comparlson/contrast essay on a change of
feeling, place, or sltuatlon

Compare/contrast something other than in the cm{ven- !
tional or popular way.

erte a comparison/contrast essay to show that nothlng
stays the same.

Write a comparlson/contrast essay to show that (to
translate from a French expression) the more thingh
change, th¢ more they remain the same.

Compare/contrast cloak-and- dagger conceptlons with
real espionage. = ¢

Write a comparlson/contrast essay that answers the
question, ' What is happenirig’in this very moment in
different parts of outer space? ,

Which is better, a harmless lie or a hurtful truth?

Compare/contrast the changing perspectlves about schol

- arship, law, or machinery.

What happened to you at.this same moment in another
time—or, what will happen in some future time at
this same moment? .

Use comparison/contrast to'show a person before and
after he or she Is out of sight..

“detent ,

ctente/_ - Compare/contrast the same kinds of orchards in
comlng/gomg : . -different parts of the country., - ¢
state/country . . .

Use comparison/contrast to show how the polltlcal

‘5, definition of the *‘Solid South” has changed over the

_ years.
Compare/contrast two kinds of strattglea t’or a cam-

booing/hissing paign, a gime, or a speech.

military bureaucracy/civilian burcaucracy . USCbCT(;PMSOH/iCOXtItm&:;O st?ol:,llthc way ager;tmn "
) tati rent results uilding dominates other buildings around it, even
:lt:km;;lt::ﬁ:;"tmn results ‘wthe other buildings happen to be taller.
hcre/olse'w'hlore Use ', comparison/contrast to show how things change by

two differént places of burial
forever-home sometime-home

Alberta/Texas P

southern pampas vs,, northern pampas of Argentina
up against the celllnp/up against the wull
ups/downs
Ins/outs

fho addition of some forelgn substance. How, for
.t;xample would a virgin forest change by the addition
of a priceless jar set into its midst?

= How does the average citizen of Western Europe live

differently from the average citizen of the United
States? _

Compurc/(‘ontruht a situation in the “Lun('l where the
llpht lll darkness”™ (Bible).

17.
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Comparison/contrast toples about places and perspec-
tives drawn from the following;

*Wo are as near to heaven by sea as by land!” mld
Sir Humphrey Gilbert.

“Were Niagara but a cataract of sand, would yon
' travel your thousand miles to see It?” wrote
Herman Melville.

“Where Christ erecteth His church, the devll in the
same chitrchyard will have his chapel” (George
Baneroft). .

“They are ill discoverers that think there {s no land,
when they can see nothing but sea” (Sir Francls
RBacon).

“It's always morning somewhere” (Richard Horne).

Economy, Trade

Compare/contrast ways of spending and mis-spending.

Write a comparison/contrast essay about old momy vs.
new nioney.

Write a-comparison/contrast essay that diqtlngulsheq the
dollar from the confederate note.

Compnn'/contrnst money in one part of the'country
" with money in another part. ‘

Compare/contrast the dollar in the United States with'
the dollar in some other part of the world. )

" Compare/contrast two cars for gas economy.

Use comparison/contrast to distinguish between econ.
omy and economics.

Use comparison/contrast to distinguish between wet
goods and dry goods.

Use coni;?arlson/contrast to distinguish between old
values of farmland and modern values of farmland.

. Compare/contrast the manufacture of sgmethlng—-'
- candles or soap, for example—then and now. -

What was a Stone-Age financial depression like?

Distuss by comparison/contrast: *'In this economy aver-
age is below average,” says a cartoon.

Méasurgmcnt .

Compare/contrast the Arabic number system and the
Roman number system.

Compare/contrast metric measurement with another -
' * principal kind of measurement.

Compare/contrast simplicity and precision.

Compare/contrast equal rights and equal wrongs.

Compare/contrast two things usually thought to be

~ equally good.
-Compare/contrast two thlngs usually thought to be

. equally bad. .
Compare/contrast something thought to be possible by

T one, impossible by arother.
"‘"'_” . Compare/contrast statistlcs that mislead and “honest
statistics. J,
et
S . ) ! . ) 3
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Compare/contrast compliment and insult.

Write a comparison/contrast on the subject, Going to
Great Widths. N

Write a comparison/contrast on the subject, Little but
Important.

Write a comparison/contrast on a topic suggested by one
of the following: the wrong omphuqls every other
inch; overlapping. - .

Compare/contrast the degree of frightfulness in the real-
Istic and the supernatural.

Comparison/contrast topics about measurement may be
drawn from the following:

“A minute's suceess pays the failure of years'
{Robert Browning).

*Between good sense and good taste there is the same
difference as between cause and effect’” (Bruyere).

*“It is the nature of all greatness not to be exact”
(Edmund Burke).

Art and Entertainment

this niovie/that movie
, television comedy /soclety

" circus from inside/circus from outside

wrestler as-actor/actor as actor

two groat'.nrchitecturn! types )

art criticism by self/art criticism by others
hit song/non-hit ’

movie acting/stage acting

Amgrican movie controversiality vs. foreign movie
controversiality -

background vs. roroground in painting or photography

humor/black humor ‘

movie acting/TV acting

British TV ads and frankness/American TV ads and
frankness

“British TV as it is/Britlsh TV as it Is thought to be

" fictional character/same character given your name

Past and Present

old city, new city sldf by side
ectric typewriter/manual typewriter

generdtion gap then and now

British Bobbies then/British Bobbles now

old commandments/new commandments

old views of divorce/new views of divorce

military training then and now

past danger/present danger

‘the same faljle, old and new  ~ *
old and new]&dentistry ‘

A
bR
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old-time reoliglon/modern religion
the world then/the world now
anclent adobe-brick/modern adobe-brick

Compare/contrast a situation ln which something old has
been added.
Compare/contrast what wllficnttlng was like In Alaska
thirty years ago with what it is like today.
How did the treatment of children during the Middle
Ages differ from that of today?
Compare/contrast Prohibition laws with today's
marijuana laws.
Write a comparison/contrast essay to show that thin:s
are not that simple anymore.
Write a comparlson/contrast essay to show that things
_(or, the times) arc better, or worse, than they were
before.
Compare/contrast old nng new soap-opera scripts.
Compare/contrast a situation in which the modern and
the primitive co-exlst comfortably side by side.
Compare/contrast the before-and-after of an old picture
or an old event.

Compare/contrast Greenwich Village before and after.

Compare/contrast a situation in which something new
has been added.

Compare/contrast politics (or some part of it such as
language) before and after Watergate.

Compare/contrast the medieval ways and the modern
times in a modem city.

Compare/contrast the medieval ways and the modern
ways in a medieval city.

A Hagar cartoon shows that a battering ram was the
medieval equivalent of today’s doorbell. Using com-
parison/contrast, draw other relationships of a
humorous kind between med\ievul times and present
" times.

‘‘Let my peoplc go,"” says Egypt to Israel, in a cartoon.
How does the saying contrast with its usual applica-
tion?

See the opening paragraphs of Conrad's Heart of

-Darkness, where there Is a description of England as it

must have looked to the conquering Romans. Com- °
pare/contrast Conrad's description with a description
of the modern scene of the same area (even if it is
your own description rather than one you find). .

Seeing the movie Soldier Blue, someone said: “They
sure were violent back in those days.” Point up by
compurlson/coﬂtrast the unintended irony in the
statement.

Use comparison/contrast to discuss this quotation from
Eisenhower: ‘‘Things are more like the way they are
now than they ever were before.”

Use comparison/contrast to discuss the import of the
following: *‘In old time we had treen chalices and
golden priests, but now we have treen priests and
golden chalices’ (Bishop John Jewel, 16th century).

s P
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Use comparison/eontrast to discuss the following: “It's
tough being retired,” says **the small soclety'’ cartoon.

“You live in the past at today’s prices."”

aQ

Analogy

N

. u person's life/a book

river/mother
Henry VIII/Ozymandias

- a person/a city

u person/a parade

professional football/nuclear warfare
an adult’s home/a ¢astle
eternity/moment

life/party

life/TV show N
life/football game

camera/eye

writing/composing

New York City street /battlefield
backpacker/kangaroo
music/language g
animals/United States presidents ,
marriage/driving

novice police officers conducting traffic/novice
conductors conducting musicians

a building/an ocean liner

a blind date/a surprise package
a child’s room/a kingdom

a mind/a kingdom

an istand/

eating with chopsticks/
mind/eye ’

beer foam/bomb

the Irish Sea/

fame/river

fullness of life of a human being/ant with sugar grain
dance hall/church

home/country

architecturelputure

" Analogical subjects may be drawn from the following:

“Every drop,of the Thames is llquxd history.”’—John
Burns.

Luther sald that people stay busy as a factor making
things to worship.

“Slavery is a weed that grows in every soil.”—Edmund
Burke. : ;

In our destinies are we more like buses, free to move in
any direction, or like trains, fixed in ourtracks?

Understanding that, in one way or another, all the

) wdtld reads, compare and contrast that kind of
re_;;:hng with writing.
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I
A

“Superstition Is the retigion of feeble minds.”"—Edmund
Burke.
“Love is like linen often changed, the sweeter."—Phineas

Fletcher. i
“Reasons are not like garments, the worse for wearing.”
--Robert Devereux. \ .

“Money speaks sense in a language all nations under-
-~ stand.""—Aphra Behn.
“Every tear from every eye/Becomes a babe in Eternity.”
—William Blake. i
“A good book is the purest essence of a human soul.”’
—'Thomas Carlyle.

“Justice Is truth in action.”"—Disraeli.

“It was my tongue, not my soul, that cursed.”
—Furipides.

’ .)
\ P
: ¢

**The leaves of life keep falling ong-by one.”"~ldward
Fitzgerald, translation of}Htm‘ in Omar Khayyam,
“The tree Is known by hisTruit.”’--Bible. '
~‘Bad laws nro;hv worst sort of tyranny.”—Edmund
Burke.

“The tongue’ hhs no bones,” F. L. Lucas sald, “but it
can break millions of the bones of human beings.”
“For how agree the kettle and the carthen pot together?™*

—Bible. ,
- Show by analogy what sense some nonsense can make.
“Inflationls the neutron bomb of cconomics. It destroys
everything in your bank account while teaving the
figures intact.”"—The Houston Chronicle.

v



PROCESS

What Process Writing Is

Process writing generally tells the reader how to
do something, or how something is done, by
" proceeding one step at a time. This procedure
may be used in anything from a recipe to a re-
pair manual to the complexities of a political

movement. Process writing might best be under- -

‘'stood as a pm'txculm'ly dxscxplmed form of
exposmon

How to Write Process

-As implied above, the central feature of process
writing is that it proceeds from one point to
another in whatever sequential order (logical,
- chronological, physical, mechanical, and so
" forth) the subject demands. The key to effective
process writing is shaped to an orderly selection
and presentation of the material. In that sense
this form is usually more stringent than some of
the other forms might be. The writer who breaks
‘the sequence and disrupts the procedure, risks
jumbling the process and confusing the reude}

But this does not mean we should use the key to .

process writing to lock the form in its tomb.
Robust verbs and trenchant nouns will keep it
alive. - -

“This. type of writing is especially useful for
technical subjects. Here is a simple example

e

s

form an article in the Scientific American. 1t has
to do with a device that allowed Galileo to use
his telescope as a measuring instrument: “There
was a circular grid with a diameter of ten centi-
meters and a spacing between rulings of about
two millimeters. The grid had'a pin through its
center by which it was attached to a rod ending
in a ring that fitted snugly around the tube of
the telescope. When Galileo looked through the
telescope with his right eye, he looked with his
left eye at the grid and optically superposed
Jupiter on the central pin. The grid was then
rotated to align a horizontal ruling with the
plane of the satellites. . ..”

Locating Subjects for Pracess Writing

Process writing can become an important part of
any other type of writing, including the most
creative variety. Its relevance to the other parts
of  this book will be evident. But concentrating
on some of the subjects listed in this chapter—
ranging, as they do, from ‘‘how gravity works”’

-»to| “how football drafts work’—and ‘moving
' 'them step by-step through a rigorous, concrete,

and cleat explanation would be a helpful exer-
cxse for anyone who wants to write anything at
all.! Process writing is that fundamental. The
student who does it well will then be well into
the process of learning the writer’s craft

\ ) - 21
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Food and Drink reglstering in writing a complaint about writing
' ‘ Tt ' getting down to the agony of writing
closeting fine wines .
making earth bread \ " Education, Learning Processes
. using the microwave tl .
butchering a rabbit , using the Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature
choosing a wine looking up words in a dictlonary
making frankfurters " a\ predicting success or failure
baking in a sand pit ‘ ' taking an advanced course
making arroz con polio | answering a question
preparing fried rice wasting time effectively
preparing refried beans N\ meditating ‘
< . charcoaling : . ) using mnemonic devices S
broiling a ° figuring by the Chisanbop method _
making candy < ’ - falling at something new . >,
making tacos o “\ teaching a language by a special method
, miaking a combination pizza saving private schoois .
. making a flour tortilla getting or.lesing accreditation . \
A maklnﬁ a cake communlcatiﬁg when you don’t know the language
” making a spicy spaghetti sauce . —_ bringing out whatever talents you have
presenting a recipe on TV . reading or teaching Braille
shopping for food in a foreign country ’ getting preiiminary experience or education
' eating with chopsticks " .learning how to read everything ]
reading in context . .
ert'lng . learning argumentation by practicing it or reading it
o ' ' ‘ reading for the blind .
using footnotes ‘ 7 learning without taking notes
writingto _______ \ ‘ B using the library card catalog - °
writing argumentation .. ; . finding out information
writing more simpl{y ‘ ' .explaining
using the pronoun “you” ! ) pushing for excellence
writing pompously using newspapers in the classroom
writing an F paper prescribing knowledge for oneself V
- organizing a paper ‘ reading a totem pole ’ '
saying nothing in many words teaching a first reading lesson
taking notes reading sign language
proofreading choosing children’s books .
achleving clarity, brevity, correctness, simplicity, or reading a map

thosoughness in writing -
"educating oneself to know areas one is writing in
* writing a job application
‘ wiiting a good composition
o writing a short story
wr.iting_an intr:oduction to a composition telling an lllustrative story"
thinklng creatively ' being more observant
imposing f‘disciplim’: on the drear_n" (Irviqg Wallace making drudgery exciting
quotation, referring to following up with an
Inspiration)
sound writing or sound-writing
marking compositions
keeping verb-tense consistency

learning how to ask the right question(s)
planning a degree
reading body language
‘ doing mental arithmetic
learning to like

learning how to put things off as long as posSible
how children play

how parents can start a school of their own
how Alexander the Great was tutored

31




how television has changed learning

how well-to-do children were educated in England
during the 14th century

, Process
how‘nnts‘construct colonies

how African termites build castles

how spiders spin webs (according to kinds of webs)

how a quenlty Is organized
how to be understood

how to solve discipline problems in elementary school
and high school _ .

how Montessori works

how playthings help the child grow

how a blind artist works

how to use trial and error

how some of the hardest lessons are the simplest to learn
how a'child (grows, learns, loves)

how we learn “'(hat we have already known ;.

how to skim-reﬁdby skipping judiclously

how to experiment by the scientific method

how conversation can be taught - '

how the trout goes upstream
how the wasp traps the spider
how the cuckoo nests its eggs : .
how to cuib erosion
how mountains are made ~
how antlers are used
how fireflies can be used ‘
how a bloodhound can follow a trail
how to conserve natural resources
* how coffee is produced
how the weather is predicted ‘
how infinity is measured
how flora and fauna are protected
how fruits and vegetables are inoculated
how insects} birds, reptiles, etc., live on their

’

‘

HlstorY internal food reserves "
‘ how snails battle :
ow were duties relegated in medieval abbeys and h 1 S , .
onasteries? _ | ow ants battle » o

how spontaneous combustion wqrks >
how creatures are protected from extinction
how the Grand Canyon was formed T

How are war criminals tracked down?

How did a certain Latin American country put down a
coup? .

How is the past recaptured?

-How can one “know!’ by going to history?

How did Thomas Paine write?—that is, by what
persuasive method?

How did Napoleon plan the invasion of Russla?

" How did Klng George see the American Revolution?
How did Elizabeth I improve her navy?
What was it llke to __,__'?

How can the forebears of a certain famous conterporary
be traced?

How does a country surrender to another country in
time of war?

How is wartime neutmlity maintained 2
How did DeValera rise to power in Ireland?

How did the draft system (conscription) come about?
How did it first operate? What changes were made in
the operation in subsequent years?

How is genealogical researcn conducted?
How is the coast defended?”
How are votes from certain groups courted? .-

" Human-and-Creature Processes

how wildlife is photographed
how lakes are stocked with flSh
how to fish in salt water

how to breed fish

how to tame a rabbit

how to crossbreed

how whale blubbe;,was sliced in the 19th century _
(as explained in Moby“%ick)

how to get rid of troublesome birds or animals without
killing them

how to train an animal for a television commercial

how to talk with animals

how to milk by hand

how to rid a dog of fleas

how to breed a mule

how td shoe a horse .

how to fish the old way

how to find the angle for angling

how to bird-watch Q
how to fish for halibut .

how the earth is weighed how to humanely get rid of gophers from under the
how gravity works house

how nature resolves overloading - -

how (in Bacon’s terms) we command Nature by obeylng
her

Nature - '

how to share your backyard with wildlife

ERIC
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Games, Sports, Outdoor Actlvities

how to judge a contest '

how to use a sail bike ' ~
how to perform a certain figure in ice- skating
how to get lost in the wilderness ‘

how to hunt for underwater trcasure

" how to hand-load a

how to load a blunderbuss .

how to hit the bull’s-eye

how to prepare for a hunting trip

how to find the right tent

how to equip for a backpacking trip

how to practice falconry

how to trail-ride

how to pick a winner

how to warm up

how to win hands down

how an umpire/referee calls

how to keep long-distance bicycling from becoming
painful

how to set the stage for females in formerly ‘‘male”
sports

" how football drafts work

how to maneuver a sailboat
how to stay fit for .
how to shoot baskets the way a professional does

how to steal bases ' ~
how to teach a certain move or ceértain stroke in tennis
how to get the hang of hang gliding .

how to run the 100-meter dash

how to use strategy to win the race

how to use strategy rather than brute force in
how to win at badminton ‘

how td set up the football wishbone; how it works

How to challenge an umpire without being thrown out of
the game

how to perform a certain kmd ofhigh jump

how to juggle

how to ride a unicycle x

how to make a certain wrestling hold or movement
how to swim a certain stroke

how the middle-aged should train for a marathon
how to take an early- mofning constitutional

how to get up again after falling down (m skating or
skiing) K

how to lift weights the wrong way -
how to perform a certain judo hold or movement

. how to throw a bowling ball :

how to cut corners in skiing
how to deep-sea dive
how to ribbon-rope in a rodeo

how to fly a kite

how to mountain- Lllmb

how to perform a certain water-skilng maneuver
how to become a roller-baller :

how to skateboard s

how to teach the blind to ski

how to ski cross-country N

how not to win at _
how to be disqualified in

_ how plays are called from the bench

how to shoot a certain kind of gun
how to set up a certain chess strategy

how a jockey is rcsponsnble for the success of his/her
mount . s

how to hike with the family

how to walk a ¢ertain style

how to run a certain style

how to perform certain calisthenics
how a guide can help you in hiking

" Religion

how.someone is excommunicated -
how someone is exorcised ¢ ,

“howsone becomes canonized

how to enter the priesthood/ministry
how the Pope is chosen

Airplarfes, Air Travel

how flight accidents are investigated »

how the first balloon was flown T

how to survive a plane crash

how to skywrite

hdw to fly over the Alps (or Andes)

how to plant-spray . :

how to fly—as a bird, passenger, or pilot

how to barnstorm 5‘- _
how to land a plane where there is no airport ‘.
how a fire-engine airplane works_

Cars, Road Travel

how to drive defensively -
how to get a driver's license revoked
how to catch a car thief

“how to put a car'together from scrap

how used-car dealers lie to prospective customeszs
how to take a driver’s test

how to control the car pollution

how recalls of cars are made

how to care for a car

how to get more miles out of a gallon of gas

e



Travel, Travel Preparation

how to pack a suitcase.

how to call from oge country to another
how to get a visa

how to get a passport )

how to hitch a ride . !
how not to hitch a ride \

how British soldiers crossed the Darien Gap of
lower Panama

how to get medical help abroad
" how to make reservations

how to travel heavy

how to travel light

how to protect your luggage—from loss, from theft

how to ride a bus or train in a foreign country.

howtovisit __ -

:how to travel in Europe '

how to travel with a family

hQw to order a meal where you don't. know the language

how to get pald for travqﬂ‘?

p)

A

Telephones, Tolgphonlng .

how telephone cables work

how to trace a telephone call .
how toll-free numbers work
how a telephone operator works

Groomlng

how to use dental floss the right way

how to find the right clothes for the right time
how to cut hair -

how to groom without using cosmetics

how to choose the right soap, shampoo, or other toilet
article

;

Sleep/Sleep Processes

how to go to sleep by not trying to go to sleep
how to wake up a little bit at a time
how to leamn the fine art of napping

- Entertaining, Social Arrangements .

how to run a restaurant

how to eat at

how to play bartender

how to be a bore at a party
how to have fun at a party
how to arrange a surprise party

e

Safety

Process” 26 .

‘how to plan a party for teens

how to arrange a wedding
\

how to put out an.clectrical fire
how to put out an oven fire "
how to put out a grease fire

how to react if mugged

how to prevent electrocution

how to use a flak jacket

how to protect yourself in a natural disaster

how to have a contingency drill—for flre, attack,
disaster, etc.

how to protect yourself on the street
how to guard against poison plants ;
how to prevent childhood accidents or diseases

. how to make safe
"how to cycle safely

how to keep camp life safe '

Medicine, Physiology, Health

how to bear children at hotné

_ how the human embryo develops

how to trace the cause of a certdin sickness .

- fiow Lincoln’s medical history could be researched to

speculate on his health during his second term
how to pick the sex of the unborn

how to avoid unnecessary health-care and hospital
expenses

how a bypass operation is performed

how to implant a lens

how to deal with jet lag

how doctors and nurses proceed in an operating room
how to treat oxygen lack

how to eliminate most 'deaths from

how scientists proved the link between smoking and
cancer

how to save y\ur teeth

how to find out what’s wrong when the doctors won‘t
tell you .

how a liver machine has helpcd liver patients survive
how asthma is trzated !

how the root~canal is treated

how a face-lift i is.performed

how cryosurgery works

how polio was conquered ' : B
how a certain vaccine was discovered or developed

how breast cancer is detected and trea&ed
how alcoholism is treated

how to test for allergies
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‘ how to treat bee stings or insect bites,

how to cure acne

how to deal with frostbite
how to stop hlccups
+how the pacemaker works

how to use the Helmlich Maneuver to save a choking

victim
how to sunbathe safely \
how the heart works
how the braln works )
how to improve your sleep
how to correct a lazy eye

‘how to test for twins in “the last trimester of pregnancy
how to determine whethe? TV “pain relievers” are

dependable ’
how an MD makes a medical prognosns
how to cure lnfection of
how to fight agalnst infection -
how an organ is transplanted
how to still butterflies in the stomach
how to treat snakebite
how to perform a certain operation
how to take blood pressures

how to treat poisoning from poison plants’

how togive artificial respiration
how midwifery works
how to read temperatures

Constructions, Constructing

how the Pyramids were constructed

how sewage systems worked during the Victorian era in

England .
how dams are built

" how windmills are constructed; how they work
" how oil pipelines are constructed under water

- how to make adobe bricks

how to make impossible architecture possible

how to lay the groundwork for a house
how to build a crib” -

' how not to design an auditorium

how to bulld a sandbox
how to make a __ chair
howtomakea____ _ _table . ,
how to misconstruct a house o
how to shingle a roof

“how to construct a model inside a bottle
how to perform a certain kind of carpentry
how to make.a porcelain figure
how to build a dugout
* how bridges are constructed for strength

Repiiring, Cloanlng, Inspecting N

how to inspect a restnumnt for cleanllncss
how to window-clean tall buildings

how to clean up a town

how to repair potholes

how to mow a lawn or trim hedges

how to wash clothes the old way -

how to clean a chimney without puttlng a chicken
inside and letting it fly out .

how to painta __
how to refinish a
how to repair an icebox

how to repair a heater . ,
how to repair a bicycle brake

how to service a tape recorder

Rl

Art, Handicrafts, Domestic }.\_rts o
how early Disney animation worked . “
how to animate . ¢ T

how to foreshorten.jn drawing

how to contour:draw

how an art work- l)s preserved or repaired

how an art work is examined for authenticity

how to make a collograph print )

how to draw,with a pencil

‘how to draw with charcoal

how to engrave R .

how to turn scraps into decor -

how to hang wallpaper

how to decorate a room

how to quilt '

how Jo sew by a pattern ST

" how to make clothes better and more cheaply than you-

can buy them

“how to display your collectibles

how computer art works  : :: _ i '
how t6 do macrame” | :
how to do batik

how to adjust a televlsnon set t‘or

Plant Life

.

how fruits and vegetables are picked, processed, packé’d,
and sent to the ‘consumer '

how to plant grass

how to cldne‘ redwood trees

how to plim a spring garden

how a seed grows ‘

how to protect trees . .
how to get an orchard on the way . ,
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how to control the growth of grass

how to start off with house plants

how to cut a blue spruco for a Christmas tree
how to develop a green thumb

Money, Buslness, Saving, Theft, Economics

how smuggling is done

how to prevent hotel thefts

how to make out an income-tax return

how to read a drug prescription and save money
how to take measures against shoplifting
how bill collectors draw blood

how to collect on your insurance

how to save money

how travel agencies work for remuneration
how the IRS catches tax-evaders

how to plan an economical trip

how the phone company is defrauded out of payment
for long-distance calls . .

‘how customers rip-off the electric: power companies

how customers are ripped-off by public utilities
companies . >

how the economy of a foreign country‘can be .
undermined

how to spot counterfeits T

how to keep from being reckless with credit cards
how Thoreau lived on next to nothing

how to live off the wilderness

how money is spent by charity orgamzations

how to live simply

o

1

[\'how to boost tourism in - o

how to collect unemployment
how to conserve energy in the home
“how tosell ] .
how to have a,garage sale ' )
how land fraud can be"expo"sed .
how to buy public land '
how to'end unempioyment,
how teenagers can pay their own college costs
how millionaires spend their money Ctee
how money is “faundered” .
how old money is discarded at mints:
"how the teller operation woms jointly
‘How to retire in peace
how to exchange money at borders -
how countries that have disasters are helpéd fmanclally
how dividends are determined and distributed
how a hospital is administered
how to take care of your bills while you are away
how to live within a salary or an allowance
how charity organizations work - '
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" howa televnsiqn producer works

- how the news is slanted ¥

- Process 27
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how money s printed at the mint

how returned goods are paid for in the long run
how to get rich without marrying someone wealthy
how a stock exchange works

how grocers deal with differences-in shopping habits
how to sell your own book .

how to hunt for a bargain

" how to buy at an auction

how a Dutch auction works

how the realtor works after an agrecment has been
reached to buy or sell a home

how to trade foreign money without getting taken
how ancient traders did without money
how to lose a job through incompetence

Film, Film Media, Photography

how to use a camera In soft hght

-how. to kéep a camera clean ’ oo
how-to take a pi¢ture with an old camera

how to pick out an inexpens'i\{e manual camera
how.photographs get across the world in a short time

“how to develop films privately

- how Hollywood screen extras work

how television ads are pre-screened for bioopers
how to set up a television translator

how to keep a television translator going

how the laugh machine on television works

how an actor or actress plays a double role (or more)
In the same take

““how old i‘iimmakers showed the passing of tilme

how modern filmmakers show'the passmg of time
how old fllmmakers moved from one scene to the next

how modern ,ﬁimmakers move from one scene to the
oonext L -_-

how a movie producer works

Xnguage, Information, Communication

w to break a code ’ « .o
~how the Chinese calendar works

how the Aztec calendar works = , Vi

How computers answer mail o
how to mtervrew . - '

" how to behave i ln an interview

how libraries have changed smce early days
how to outline

how to understand computer language (such as C UBOL)’ [REN

how Hitler used propaganda , . L
how the AP works i - :_1§: -

how the English language developed from its heoginnings

36
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how words change meanings
how Webster worked on his dictionary
- how slang becomes acceptable
how to break the language barriet
how to set up a debate among presidential candidates
.how to debate og TV as a presidential candidate

: Mechanigcal and Chemical Processe_s

how to test a driver for alcohol
how to program a computer
how a'rotary engine-works
how to bug an office
how the new invention works -
how an oll well works
. how: can be kept afloat (or aloft)
< - how to build a bétter mousetrap
‘how the Hughes toolbit worked
how a ticker-tape works .
. - _how-to use earphones
how the first liquid-fuel rocket worked
how to desalt water
how to purify water.
how to control a.certain kind of pollutlon '
how outer-space germs are controlled

how moonshine can be a cheap, efficient sd‘bstrtute for
gas in automobiles ¢

how sugar is refined T :
how copper is refined P
how sulfur is mined. ' B
- ) * how coal was first mined
ey --" " how strip mining is dane ‘
: how waste can be converted for use" '
how mummies were mummified

o - *

L)
.~

] - ;
,._'Psychology, Emotions Soclal Actions .

o how to take on the “epldemlc of fallure Sy

. ' how ta chnnge jobs \ - . i
-"+'how to prepare for job-hunting R % ‘

"o how to check on one’s own h'onesty *
' " how to come to a family decision
.how to bring out the best in
how phenomenology works
-how the secretary handles the public
how to ilve wlth a) twio year-old chitd' =~ _,
,how chrldten b[ow off.stéam RS
how to keep a poker tace
haw to abduct someone’s mind .

r

“while the doctor is away . .
how to kick a habit * . .

v
Q s
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how to proflt from complalning legally

. how to protect yourself legally from the landlord
— how the taxpayer can legally revolt

. how to live with a Waterloo

how to heal emotional wounds )
how to control the violence that exists in us all . "'L":- !
how to make the mind wander effectively

how to relax correctly .

how to go beyond your endurance o "
how to end post-meal hunger - .
how to pull your own strings , )
how to get your first job

how your fitst job went

how to change thought-focus and thus remove worry
how the human machine works

‘how to release a friend from an obllgation

how to fire a friend . . . o
how to make employees worls better ‘
how to check the volce for lies v

how the publlc is sometimes “emotlonally blackmnlled"
‘by publlc servants

how to get along w1th an older (or a younger) brother or
s . sister

how to get away from someone

how to.deprogram a person ' ‘n

how to psych-out your opponent

how to recover from an emotional Blow

how to get back on the road to confidence

how to get pver feellngs of guilt LI

how to avoid a%cene (or other unpleasantness)

how the child changes fr'om age 12 to age 13° o

how thought worked before the evolution of language

o
.Y

R

Law v

how to sde-a city

how to make a class-action suit

S how to settle an account without'trouble
how to shop at’ain antique stare’.

S 4_\‘;

how to unload a lemon legallys -
how botder officials crack dowhon narcotics

how bordeH)fficlals can bettericrack down on narcotics
how ‘alléns are registered in theﬁnited States

how to get a permit for *-f‘ SRR

‘how whrstlé blowers are protected from their: superlors
how the small-laims court works S

how the teletype gets instant results for the peﬁpe. oy
how a court-decision can be challenged " *, b
how to read ﬁngerprlnts

how a lawman is trained - o
how to make up a legal petltlon

how lawyers are protected from those they help convict

Lo
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hoow to let thieves know you are not at home: . , how the U.S. Geological Survey researchesflts map ® . N
how to help police in their work ~° . : information
how to proceed if arrested ' e how (or of what) cattle die . A
how those who await trial are treated - x how to get tickets for a telovision show. . e
how judges perform their duties T " how the Muppets work

" how to make a citizew atrest R ) how to live primitively . ‘
how to prevent a certain kind of crime. .+ . how to behave like a : '

o . B how to conduct a _contest ° ’

Government, Politics o ) how to collect valuable stamps, coins, etc.

how applications for employment are verified for such

how a census works e .' . things as educatlon and work experience ‘
how to end the burqaucgncy < , ' how to expose a rip-off or a con job * Lt
how tho government pxotects hlstorlcal settings - ~ how to acquire t'ljee land in Canada n 'g -
fﬁ, how a town ‘council can ‘bring about the resignatlon of how to sée backwards into time e N
a‘city official - oo how misprinted money is handled :
‘how to lobby . how to put things together in order to understand thei( o
how to burrow into office when another party comes - - relationships to one another R "‘ ’
ifo power e : - 'how to take apart . Sl
how foruna national campaign , . how to meld; Q\t b én'd, - L
- how ¢omputers pick the winners * ‘ hoW to shave chfortably _ T e
" how political pressure is applied - ,Kow to drift w*® T oo ' . ) .
how a government agent"penetrgted the intelligence : how to break a routine 2T i
panel of a forelgn power "3 " how to thwart R S s
how sabotage was committed ’ how language adds words L
how sabotage was discovered. “ how to stop : ;

how a press secretary pperates :
how a Senate Committee investigates
how a President is elected

how to keep going in
how to get started s
how to pert’orm a certain monuméntal task

‘how the Supreme Court operates how (money, a ship, a grade) was raised"(or
" how to ratify an amendment ' . can be raised)dr - &
_ how Russia chooses its top government ot'flcial ‘ how to stalk the wild___ o
_how the American political process wdrkg ~° how__ ___ works
x “hnw the “loyal opposition” is supposed to’exercise how to revamp

how to learn the ropes
how to make a practice run at
_how to get along better with.your

how ma;onby rule operates
how nhﬂdnal polls are taken

" how to observe something *\,‘ Nt
how to collect art - T B Y
how to learn the mugit scales. = I
- MEcellaneons Processes & how a fire station works '..'A; & i '

how an advertising agency works B

how to arrive at the same result by opposing means
+how o palnt what is not'there

howtto Yead musnc by sight

how t6 indo- somethlng

-1._-,~how, fakery works in

, how to find the killer
- How to speak out against abuses !
how someone becomes thoroughly Amencamzed

. how to infiltrate a narcotics ring ' R ot
. how a major hotel.operates :
| how the first American tools were made
. how forest lookouts work . )
how to scare a reader or a moviegoer > . !
. G- how #n airport control tower works
:= how not to be scared behind the wheel . o
kﬁ how the metric system was arrived at’
hoy accuracy is checKed for world récord cla‘xms ‘
L . how the system other than the metric system was :
"+ how to'select the right stereo amved at , . o,
- 2 hoW to identify babies with their mothers

how to make d'Fhiniature ____ ; 2
. TP s Tk
AT o '

R
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: 'how tn uudltlon

‘how to get from here to ‘the

how hunger works
How to make 1 gultur

how sweat’, glands work .
how to make radio contact , ’
how to get rid of g cold Y

how to take an. ln]oction vltbout t'alllng apart

Al . W

how to recharge u
battery) o

how missing heirs and helresses are located ', -

how to get a job as a forcst ranger

how thinking can be made into a hobby

how art can enrich life .

"how imposters fake their qualifications "™ - |

how old paper money Is disposed of . ... * .

how Pulitzer Pr_lze_winners are choseri

(sonlethl:il_'g"-;)ltl\'t_\r":_ﬂﬁhn a

-—.(.




. What Narratiye Writing Is -+ %

S

-,
W )\}

A narrative tells a story .or gives an account of .

N ?what hdppéned. It is certainly. one of the oldest

¥ ',
i

“i:forms of communication, One thinks of Homer"

again,'of drawings in prehistoric caves, of ancient

oral tradltlons—all Oof them narratives, Life itself .
is a'narratjve, a hlstory, astory (Latm h;storxa) .

Would' dnyone's- deepest heart'not r;cogmze and
respand 'to: that truth?:It:seems 4ir to say:that
people everywhere ha\(e .dlways looked’ W}th

. pleasure angd:-a certaln ‘awe towards the one who '

could tell that story: we-ll

l g

'HOW to Write Nnrratwe ‘ ' : ‘

It is no-accident that this chapter on narratlve

)
i~ follows the section on process writing. There i is ,

no- quiestion here about how those two sppkes in
the rhetorical wheel relate The “‘and then and -
then and then’ of the narrative.is close indeed
to the sequential advance from point to point of -

G the process writing. A similar attempt at precision

allowed: more

d-clarity should be made, but at the>same time
he,-.-niltratlve form ‘demands that the writer be
freedom A narrative line may
often” be kept mght and strong by twmmg
process techmques through the core of it. But

llere the rope must be allowed to fray, to, soak
up the smells, - the colms,_the ‘taste, and. the
touch of circumstance. A good -gtoryteller knows _
how to draw a long bow,the better to whistlé - . ="
. .the arrow dead to"the heart of t.he matter, -7 TR
Of course there are other, fﬂ‘m' more radical, .
' narrative liberties., Many comemporary novellsts:,_
dellght in them, Most, hegmmng writers, however{':
would probably, do. #%¢ll to learn how to spira:s
Straight Y, bqu:e ;t;hey tangle it, web mtncate" ;
p,lots and ,rl‘slm,e’ttmg the narrative confounded

ocatmg Nnrmtwe Subjects o . R

Everyone has a story to -tell, and it would hot .o
" hurt anything to shame students who insist that "
. their lives are so dull that they cannot write inter-,
, esting’ narratlves ‘There are stories everywhere,
f,l' in just about anythmg, and this book offers no
"= exception to that commonplace. Still, it is hoped ..
that the subjects ln this'chapter will goad memo-
‘ries, spark, 1magmatlons in a special way Close
a’ttentlon could as_well be paid to the chapter§" ‘
on creatlve wntmg‘: critical writing, and descrip- ' N
tlan There is surely somethmg here'that should
. drouse any student to relive, in’ writing, an expe-
Tience (even if the “‘experience” ongmates in the
- magmet_xon) that,o;ught to-be shared.
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the coming fury
stuck with it *
e most importa

“unop

the addict ' : -, .
revealing for the first time -

secretest thoughts

five minutes more

fluffs and bloopers

talking it over

punning around '

good news : : "_"
seeking independence
seeking identity _ .
in the back of my mind : o

“«

‘not being predictable

gaining a son/daughter
ready for a.new start
orphanage days
blowing~dust

on t#e brink

a specia] sound

winter love

at the wrong hour 2
a personal message

bemg spurred on . Co

skipping class to do something else o
job for the inexperienced

to a peak

-determined to be

the oldest of‘mm‘ay Feod

one exnmple, u*pcatedv;‘o extinction

plunder' K T s g.

e

& ’ ey
A oy . w0
W ?

unex l:;tsit*d act’
convemble‘car uim?

not ready yet

hot shot

Saturday afternoons

do or die, now or never
in command

the first day

the last day

eramping my style .

all at one time -

. advancing steadily P AN

making up for lost time

* your turn now -

best offer
old catalogs

What Can I Write Abodt?: . -

N

Ly

*, 3

“ fleeing

nsung again . E
under dire clrcumstances
private word

working off a debt; moral or financial-

a real-life supernatural happening
dlsappeanng :
closing a chapter

leaving someone for the ﬁrst tlme‘
on the take
topping thls:ar, thae

spiders and’=éﬁékes
doubtful déeds

evennow N
vacancy/no vacancy '
a week ago

thg Qarget of threats

2, \trouble with the manager
clalmlng to be someone else-'-\-f-
honge to stay" 5 :
flirting - ' o
dirty work '
more than the usual

" hearing/listening
1ast-gasp effort

.

precognition
short-changing o
ﬁghtlng\the doldrum,s B
signing on, signing off
self-righteousness *

princjpals and principles

just looking on

making up ity . -

gone but not forgotten

some changes or else L a
show of’ gopd faith oA
look who’s talklng ' '
two for the money

critic's cholce

critic's corner

alone in __

when all s sald and ddne




E

rediscoveries
frivolity
delay of check
winning a prize
under fire

- nothing the same

doing it best
still up in the air
In distress -
laughlng/not laughing
being ready

World’s Greatest ’ o

The Last Season

for seven years

after school

hooray 7,

separate ways -

every step of the way

learning t6,adapt

sometime laughter -,

feeling no pressure, feeling no pam
yuletide

getting the gold star - \
hoax :

somewhere between e L ~
a signifieant aside : P _

in conquest of others S 4

. playing second fiddle

~ Going, Going, Gone

to go, or to eat here

teacher outdone by pupﬂ
blankety-blank

something I can’t put behind me |
$mall change . T
getting down

four-poster history

everybody and nobody

one sour note

anything for a drink of water

the measure of . ‘
Going Hollywood

May/December marriage
broken promise(s)

' . not alone
i ~aound¢- and silence

sounds of silente
end of a song
taking consolation
a roaring wind

- once over lightly

O

clearing the air

v
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" sin'eldlng someane

Narrative -

following someone
the awful truth

the last laugh _
a country kitchen - e
favorite child *

little joys—being lovmgiy nuzzled by a horse, for
example, or playmg in the fields, or eating a nickel
pickle N

nearing the ﬁnlsh

(wo)man hours

in disgrace ) .

asking for money/the car/permission
parental bond with child/children

a charmed life '
story behind the story

not being afraid

they all laughed

discovery of my father/mother/sister/brdther
revitalizing spirits

breathing new life

)

" friendship with ___

homemaking
_in traditional dress
reflecting once more
nursing '
separating
one step closer
wake-up call
music
“making merry’
at instant’s attention
watching with amazement and alarm
.day.or night -
being a complete person ]
“earning a living in an unusual way
eating your heart out
a serious mistake made in childhood
a shot in the arm
a funny kind of B /
variety '
not over yet . '
footing the bill
nerves on edge
a time and a place
shut away ’
honey of a deal
ghast-minute change

" bridal shower
" astillness -

12 -

A
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34 What Can I Write About?

many happy returns

hanging on

a word from home -

a family affair

in the midst of life

a day spent with a living legend
hot time in the old town tonight
being an army brat

winning In a bargain or barter with a shrewd individual
only recently -

sleeping on it -
breaking-loose *

entering the mainstream
spending time

first results

too much of a good thing

early responsibility

" seeing the family only rarely

greatest personal success
caring

face to face ‘
coming full circle
clearing the tracks
lesson from the expert(s)
talking and thinking backwards to remember the past
dogfight

a voice of time/Time

going through jt like everyone else

being predictable &
reminding of someone or something férgotten
much ado about nothing '

almost alike

unmoving minute hand .

bearing the pain

taking the cake

footing it ’ : T .
someone following

Long Time A-Waiting for Tomorrow

freedom personified in action

favorite-gpot

one @n\y at a time

reunion/uniting old pals

the last word(s)

honest mistake(s)

a really worthy accomplishment, and all mine
when I fall in love/when I feel in love

climbing through the window late at night
losing the key(s)

second helping

puppy love/love of puppies

on becoming 18

-

‘meeting an archetypé

on becoming 21
making ends meet

where the heart is

green, green grass of home
defender of the

the day of reckoning

" Ozark living

stage fright K

bad moment

an instant’s lapse of attention -
humbling experience
supplicating -

the beautiful today (meaning, to Henry Mlller the today

~ that is beautiful)
asterisk for special attention
the simple made hard

Dreams, Fantasies, Make-Believe

free as the birds

setting the world on fire
Bigfoot .
glorifying N
invinciBle .

the fifst moments before Creation, when God, in
Shelley’s words, was ‘‘weary of vacancy”

windjammer .
ﬂ#
dreams-in technicolor
magic

pantomime

nightmare(s) .

till the end of time

back from heaven/hell
soapbox

the Soviet point of view
with the original Berserkers
family dream(s)
terror-from the sky

out of time

dream(s)

the coming and going of dreams
rewriting history -
maelstrom

supernova

living symbols and images

v

Sports and Their Analogies

interference
winning combination
tennis without a net
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loser take all

breaking the line
landing some big ones
dust-biting fish

giving na quarter -
reruns/repeats/playbacks
illegal procedure v -

sportsmanship - "
no substitute for rules ' .
showcase talent .
back seat to no one
maximum performance
two out of three
watching __ _ run
the winner explaining how it was done
turkey season
glider, gliding ¢
down the homestretch
loose ball
strategic error
making all the difference in the outcome
overbearing
fast service o
rained out : 5\_..,(
gone fishing )
fishing as a *“contest against nature” (Steinbeck)
a big sweep
crossing swords i
athletic court as symbol for size of solar system
" blockbuster
"house race
over-confident

'I‘ra\./el, Adventure

lost'in the blizzard

O, Paris!

blg move

and away we go

Incident at a border crossing
- climbing a volcano

slow, unanxious ride
meeting in
‘tugitive
muddy road

last journey

someone met on a trip
surviving a natural disaster

the first/last bus]tmin/plane home
on the loose

long way yet

ERIC
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roving .
long'and rocky road :
-in the beckoning of faraway places

P

Narrative 35

N
captains ¢ourageous
going where?
having been where?

stacked tombs and other strange things
hard traveling

bon voyage

taking chances

Pullman ad

enture
head-to-head combat - o R ‘
driving
visiting with atlonal park workers in a foreign country

easy way bac

the nomad finding a home C
asking for so ethmg in a foreign tongue’
fording a river

stopping by the wayside

adrift on the Amazon
drifting

forelgn fnendshlp

on abug

strange places |

born to danger “\

waiting all night for a ferry
going, not going

a blowing noriher\

already there \

hard way back .
Mystery \
!
at a seance |
the uninvited .
incident unexplaine

“accident, or homicideé?

no stone unturned
black cat

looking for the one that got away
investigation

mystery behind reality

at rarildom

first discovery of the strange
sabotage \]

proofs ., R
suspiciorf . |
a voice of eternity
surprises galore -
portent D
undiscovered country
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waiting for what comes next
chasing down’a stolen/missing item

* strange doings

¢ 'breach 0! fatbh :
o laughmg at‘/bemg laughed at/laughing wnth,‘_. g

dream house (where you have dreams)
flickering lrghts
impending but unseen or unknown dange(

Manners and Morals

out of tune

in the long run

nose for news

threat becoming actuality

folk custom .

tricky going .
health-food addiction '
Hail!

confusing bureaucratic experrence
people of lersure

keeping up with the

glad to be here

at home/not at home

always watching, always being watched
honor among thieves

jury of peers

threat

a lesson.for all

disco . =
swimming UPStreﬂm@taphorncally)'_i;' )
S‘ttmg/Standmgvon,’ceremcn)

curfosity-seeking . Py
supporting locals :

maneuver, strategy

spitting venom

shootings e
race with the devil

-

polite applause

common-sense Scorm, as for UFO srghtmgs
a pledge ot quality

setting an example

.« snubbing

covering for someone a,

dog biting man ) ]
louder please

handling being famous

follies of the wise

ch'oosing only one

Miscellaneous Narrative Items

Write a descriptive narrative i which yofi re-create in

" the mind of the reader an understanding of some
unisual experience you have had (or have heard
about from someone close to you).

Write a narrative essay entitled; “Someone for All
Reasons, about a person who was everyone and ,
everythmg—say, a: college president or a high school
prmcrpal or a mayor'wlo tended not only to admin-
|stratrve ‘matters but also swept the sidewalks.

Use the exa;'nple of one of these writers for a guide to
your 6wn ‘autobijographical narrative: James Baldwin,
Max Beerbohm, James Boswell, Charles Dickens,

.. Ralph Ellison, Benjamin Franklln James Joyce, Jack
I,.dndon Herman Melville, George Orwell, Plutaréh,
 Katherine Ann Porter, erllam Saroyan, Alexander
So’lzhemtsyn Henry David Thoreau, Mark Twain,
Thomns Wolfe, Tom Wolfe, William Wordsworth.
Wrrte a ﬁa:ratrve esgay entrtled “If Anything Good Can

Happen 1f.Proba bly Will.” A possible opening could
oo -_-4 .+'be, “'I‘o ‘tell the truth I am sickeningly optimistic.”
,Use oné of the following as a beginning for a narrative

essay: N
Without even trymg, I have come face to face with
' the renowned. *

What I planned to say and what I did say'in my ﬁrst
public address were not remotely similar.
Draw suitable narrative topics from the section of thrs
ibook on creatrve writing.

Y
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CLASSIFICATION/DIVISION

<)

What Classification/Divisioh Writing Is

The most immediate example that can.be offered

of this.kind of writing is'the book itself, which -

- at the very least is an extended exercise in classi-

fication/division. The material of the book is

classified in terms.of varibus types of writing
and then divided into more specific categories.
Classification, then, is the systematic arrange-
‘ment of something into classes—groups usually

founded upon some common ground. Those .

classified groups may then be divided into their
separate parts. Strictly speakmg, it is virtually
impossible to classify without dividing, but for
rhetorical purposes it might be helpful to think

of division as tending to be more distinct, more.

particular. We might, for example, classify Russm
as a country of Europe, but when we divide it
into its geographical, cultural, and ethnic parts
another more complex picture is created. ‘

How to Write Classification/Division

As with process writing, the key here is order,
the systematic arrangement of our material. An
essay on ‘‘types of pain,’” for instance, might
begin with the classification of pain into its two

general types, mental and physical. That general
classification could then "be divided into the

almost innumerable kinds ‘of mental and physical
pain. Pain, physical, emotional, psychological,

e
1

| can range from a naggmg discomfort to an agony"""" ,
so unbearable that the afflicted person prefersito i
~die. It is easy to see why thekind of writing @b;s :

chapter is concerned with can be, then, an effec-

tive method for exploring such a- wide-ranging
"-notion. '

Locatmg Subjects for Cla551f1cat10n/D1v1510n ‘

As pomted out before this book is a ha.ndy )

example of cla851f1catxon/d1v151on It might be of

"help to browse through’it to mark how thousands

of diverse subjects can be cla531f1ed and divided.

Of course you will be lookmg at lists for the

most part. Once clasmﬁcatmn/dmsmn is taken

beyond the list format; other writing types and . ke

techniques will come along quite naturally. James - .

Jdoyce, playing Virgil to our Dante, can guide us
through- another circle of our rhetorical wheel.
We can see in the following how he makes a beg-
gar out of Leopold Bloom by pushing definition
through classification/division into descnptlon
and characterization:

Mendicancy: that of the fraudulent bankrupt with
negligible assets paying 1s. 4d. in the pound, sand-
wichman, distributor of throwaways, nocturnal
vagrant, insinuating sycophant, maimed sailor,
blind stripling, superannuated bailiff’s man, mar-
feast, lickplate, spoilsport, pickthank, -eccentric
public laughingstock seated on bench of public
park under discarded perforated umbrella.
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- Animal Life

,. unique ways of trapping

38 What Can I Write-About?

ways Qf taking care of animals
kinds of unwanted animals
emotional problems of animals
ways of training animals. -
rare animals s

. animal variety on Galapagos _ \

the smartest animals

common diseases of animals

ways of standardizing fish names
the dumbest animals

part.s of an animal skeleton \ - \
lntellectual Psychological, and Emotional. Perceptxons
and Reactions

. ‘..various w'ays to look at

ways of orgamzmg thoughts for
“\kmds of! non: physxcal weapons
I-'kmds of hmts, mnuendos accusatxons

;n tie .
the dreadful, the had and the not-so-bad
" kinds of epxphany at influence life

kinds of i 1mpressx chers/students have onone
another - % i,

kinds of response(%ﬂo drises
kinds of time thwv‘ A
several. ways the wotld reacted to
emotions mvolved in courdge
kinds of- Iogic or rati Ie
kinds of. lmowledge
kinds; or pqq:eptmn
kintj of“erroneous zongs

§

t N [

3 k ;nadness i

"-knh‘dsot;te 5
kindso§sy pll sb(fviolentpatnents

id, égp; sllperegb t .
kinds of condlt’ions undqr thch it is impossxble to

“

cohcentrate R
kirds ot ways of ppening pazhs to reconciliation
kinds ot’ emotionul Tetreats L
kinds of pain " - 5
kinds of psychological games, 8 REEA
ways in Whlch L is maniteqted
kinds of dﬂemmas .

personallty i‘ype‘-‘

. kinds of harmless toys

kinds of ignorance
new ways to learn
kinds of temptations

" kinds of taste(s)

kinds of thinking
kinds of moral courage
moods accordmg to season

.moods accordmg to days of the week
-'moodé accordmg to certain incidents

kinds of ways of looking at something (using ‘“Thirteen
‘Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” by Wallace Stevens,
. as a guide)

Law

kinds of law(s)

kinds of legal professionals

kinds of legal fields

kinds of procedure by :the defense - .
kinds of mdemmty Wil

kinds of homicide’

kinds of appeals
extortion, kidnapping, blackmail distinctions:
.. kinds: t_)f_ strange laws "
' :’_';degrées of felony ot

o kmds of procedure by the prosecutxon

kinds of jeopardy
kinds of evidence

kinds of British legal professionals (bamster, sohcxtor
and so forth) .

kinds of legal terms ‘from Old Enghsh law (such as
byrthynsak, the theft of as much as could be carried
on the back)

kinds of summons . L
kinds of legal courts L
kinds of waivers T o
kinds of fraud e o

; Human-Nizide Structures P T Lo

kinds of structures by human beings

kinds of living quarters : i
kinds of architecture of modern times . - i . 5"
kinds of toys that are harmful =~ . .

kinds of canoes/boats

kinds of adobe bricks Q ¥
kinds of cheap hotels X
kinds of specialized hotels

kinds of ancient architecture d

kinds of bridges

kinds of clocks
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_kinds of train cars

kinds of furniture o

kinds of television antennas -
kinds of beds that cause trouble in sleeping
kinds of towers -

kinds of monuments" -

" sophisticated bicycles -

Natural Phenomena

kinds of-drinking water

kinds of snow

kinds of mind-affecting plants of Mexnco ‘

Alexander Pope’s classification, “The Great Chain of
Being” :

kinds of sunsets/sunrises

_ kinds of colors

kinds of gray seasons

kinds of Medieval classification of the elements

kinds of clouds '

kinds of storms

kinds of sounds

kinds of order among natural thmgs

Arts, Eniertamment, Showcases i

“kinds of crime novels
- tragicomedy, comedy, tragedy . .

Ken Maynard, Bob Steele, Hopalong Cassidy,
Tex Ritter, etc. :

convict writers .
super heroines, real or fictional " . -

" ways horror movies scare or surprise us
kinds of popular music , -
kinds of interpretation of art ¢
kinds of literary schools
kinds of style in art
kinds of style in literature
kinds of criticism of art
kinds of art critics
different new books

“Faces and Places of Good Ole Country Musxc” (title of

an article)
types of TV detectives
looking for the best juke box
kinds of parades
Judy Garland’s various tnlents _
" kinds of pop art

kinds of literary expression (suneallsm, expressionism,
impressionism, etc.)

kinds of oral entertainment
kinds of art not requiring special training

- _ways the Medievals viewed the sins

Classification/Division

kinds of art

* .Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin

kinds of composers
kinds of musicians

kinds of talk shows
~ different audiences as seen by actors

kinds of fictional works
kinds of poetry
kinds of literature

-kinds of schools of art
, kinds of views of humanity in art

Social Concerns

organization of the (local, state, federal) government
kinds of social status ..

kinds of city problems

djvisions of Harlem

kinds of slavery (not just physical slavery) ,
things common to criminal acts in certain areas
kinds of social units

national parks and monuments

new trends in dating

the boring 1950s, rebellious 1960s, selfish 1970s, etc.

kinds of things seen as status symbols in thlrd-world
countries

kinds of mail service, considered by country
charities that overspend on advertising

" kinds of war

kinds of governments
societies in the Orwell nov4el, 1984

kinds of views of what obscenity, profanity, and
pornography are

Religion, Myth

the astrological groups -

kinds of sinners/sinsf e

ways the ancient Greeks honored their gods
types and sub-types of religion

major world. religions

kinds of Judaism

“various kinds of belief

kindls of Medieval clergy .
kinds of prayer R A
kinds of diabolism
kinds of Protestantism RN
kinds of opportunities to “‘get religign”
kinds of Eastern religions ’
Indian ways of worship :
kinds of devils (or names of kmd‘ :t devils)

4R
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40  What Can I Write About?

3

kinds of geographical dmslons in the United States by
religion s

kinds of supernatural ﬁgures in folklore
kinds of Western religion

Communication and Rhetor_ic

kinds of senténces .

internal monologue, monologue, dialogue

kinds of insults

kinds of announcements for occasions.

kinds of election conclusions: humorous reactions
kinds of books

kinds of questions that children ask
_kinds of language you use de;;ending on your audience
kinds of television ads

kinds of titles for royalty

kinds of ways the secretary’s responsibilities change with
the employer R \

kinds of laughter
kinds of flasher cards bumper stlckers, etc.
kinds of charisma '
kinds of language within a slngle language
kinds of narrative _
ways of addressing an audience
. kinds of compliments
methods of news analysis
different levels of expression
kinds of funny things children say .
kinds of roles you play depending on your audience
ways in which language is imperfect
Kmds of rhetoric common to rebels of all time
ways of communicating with criminalsina foreign tongue
kinds of bilingual programs for children
kinds of language within a single group
kinds of comic-page devnces for humor.
kinds of testimonials’ - -
things done to poke fun at politicians
kinds of touch '
kinds of ways to express the same thmg
parts of an essay
parts of a book :
kinds of faces you put on dependmg on your audience
kinds of editing
nds of occupational titles
inds of city language .
kinds of country language - ;.

ways of “‘mis-speaking’’ (regardmg the term that came
out of Watergate)

kinds of ways words get started
kinds of language within a single country

Work, Customs, and Ways of People .

unpleasant journalistic types
kinds of people I like
kinds of people I dislike

" people in television ads

people in television shows
people at the stdge theatre
kinds of workers ' .
kinds of bores

friendly festival of fall -

familiar faces’

the three cultures of the Papagos
doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief, tmker tailor, etc.
kinds of crowds :
kinds of city folk

kinds of editors

’,old friends, new friends, foreyer friends

~ movie audiences
\\/,J

kinds of TV hosts

kinds of workers in television
USSR—its: makeup

the greatest

psychologist, psychiatrist, psychoanalyst etc.

small ambitions

kinds of country folk

kinds of companions o

kinds of salespersons in different parts of the country
kinds of clowns -

celebrity models

. :singing/courting customs in Latin America *

the staff of the White House

drinkers, chewers, walkers, runners, conversationallsts
Jokers \

. Classlflcatlon/Dlvlsion items may be drawn from these

quotations: -

“In the language of screen comedians,” said James Agee,
“‘four of the main grades of laugh are the titter, the .
yowl, the belly laugh, and the boffo. The titter is just
a titter. A yowl is-a runaway titter. Anyone who has
ever had the pleasure knows all about the belly laugh
" The boffo is the laugh that kills.” _

“At night all cats are grey,” says a proverb.

*‘Broadly speaking,” said Winston Churchill, “human

“beings may be dlvided into three classes: those who
are toiled to death, those who are worried to death,
and those who are bored to death.”

“Children in ordinary dress,” said Hilaire Belloc, ‘‘may
always play with sand.” -

“One rellglon is as true as another,” said Robert Burton.
- ““To every thing there is a ‘season,”” says Ecclesiastes.

“The more alternatives, the more dlt’flcult the choice,”
" said D’Allainval. v



At twenty years of age,” said Benjamin Franlclin, “the
wlll ’fei‘gns at thirty, thé wit; and at forty, the
judgment.” iy’

by iaw,” said W. D. Powell, “‘so‘that the tobadeonist
- sells only tobacco and the repair shop is licensed to
repair only second-hand bicycies ”

*“‘Occupational speciaiization,in some countrm%{:recise :

“Everybody has his own theatre in which he is manager, :

_actor, prompter, piaywright sceneshifter, boxkeeper,
" doorkeeper, all in one, and audience into the bargain,”
- said Julius and Augustus Hare.

- Walter Bagehot said: ‘‘Wordsworth, Tennyson, and

)

g

‘Browning: or, Pure, Ornate, and Grotesque Art in
English Poetry.”

S
"
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'Phiiip James Bailey said: “America, thou half-brother of
the \gorld /[ With something good, and bad f
land.” :
“There are four classes of Idols which ,hesat' ¥
minds,” said Sir Francis Bacon. *To thesé for lstin-
tion’s sake:l-have assigned names=ciiling the Tirst

class, Idols of the’ 'I}xibe'the second, Idols of the Cave;"

the third, Idols of the-Market- place the fourth, Idols
of the Theatre ”

¢ “The pight has a thousand eyes " said Francis Bourdiiion

“Life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smlles, with _
sniffles predominating,” said 0 Henry. :

‘‘Nations, like men, have thelr infancy,” said Henry St. .
« John, Viscount Bolingbroke

“Nations touch at their summits,” said Waiter Bagehot.

:
“a .
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Wh at é’a‘use and Effect Wntmg Is

Cause and effect are correlatlve terms and they
are 1mmensely useful as arhetorical combination:
if this and. this and this.happen the more or less

_ natural result " wfll be that (the effect). Or, to

2‘"1‘

SN

.turn the techmque on its deductive head, that
happens because of this and this and, th1s It is
reasy., tofsee how a piece of writlng (;ould be con-

strhcted along these lines. In:fact, entire philo- -
. ophlcal systems have been erected from cause

and: effect structures, at. leastfrom the time

Aristotle attempted what may have-been the first .

full explanation of tl\ipnnclple of causallty»

How to Wnte Cause and Effect

Identlfy the fact the person thing or condition, .

describe how that circumstance brings about the
more or less natural result, and you will find
yourself in the midst of writing cause and effect.
.The method is orderly and, it would seem, obvi-
ous; but‘twentieth- -century_physics has brought
" the notion of causality into questlon +Causality
is probably still useful for measuring teality on a
large scale, in terms of space and time (such and
“such will lead to majority rule in South Africa),
‘but that kind of measurement is no longer
possible on an atomic scale, There is no apparent
order in the reality qf elementary particles.
There—in what would seem to be the material
essence of the matter (of all matter)—chaos rules.
And there is no known way of measuring that

chaos beyond a certain point without the °

measurer’s becoming a part of the measurement.
. This is not the diversion it may appear.
Wnters—-especxally those in a country that some-

_times prides itself on the illusion of objectivity -

in its material depths tha only reality we know i3. :f"this kind of writing to let go-of our opinion that

o

" of pontificating the answers.. It becomes instead "

a way of exploring reality, of 1nterrogat1ng being.”
Writing from cause and effect can still be an
orderly method of interrogating something, but,

. in the.léng.run we can no longer expect it to .

explain mugh of anything, = - e
So what, ‘though, if we cannot undo, or, get ©n

* rid .of, chaos? There is more gain than loss even: -
here, in the writing of causg, and effect. Writing. ",
helps us to see what is and, so far as is humanly e

possible, to deal with it as_it is. When there isa -
risk involved, .a_confrontation. thh*qhaos when
something pers’onally vital 15" on the line, then
some .of the mystery and some of the wonder of
writing are restored. Mystery and wonder are

- what living language is all about, log1c and order '

notw1thstand1ng

L
I

o ¥V o
»

.Locatlng SubJects for Cause gmd Effect

This chapter is one of the most substantlal in the X
book. Almost anything can be interrogated -

-through cause and effect. The approach to this

device can easily bring together jprocess, research
and report, argumentation, : and expository
writing. It can also be put to a more explicitly
creative use; however. Consider* a mystery story,
for example, working its way backwards from,
the corpse to the first cause, the prime mover of.
the deed. Or, to turn the order around, consider
a story tragic in a classical sense, wherei_’che in-
herent faults (catiges) in a character b_f., hatever
nobility affect his‘eventual downfall, "7
Clearly, cause and effect can be. crafted in

_ various ways, but we would do well espectally in

chaotic.. Our relatlonshxp with that reality 1s,' )« #averything is as ordered as it seems to be.

42 <.

- .._therefore, necessanly subjective. The effect 1s~’
~ humbling: ‘Suddenly ertlng dsr no longer-a way



. Why is pottery a key to understaading p‘ast cultures? ‘
. Why do the works of a certain |mportant ”artlst affect b

,Assume that.-thel:e is always an explanation for a iike or.

Art,/~Draina,'Music,'.Gr:aphi‘cs, Film, etc.

Why is _ cons|dered such an accomplished artlst"

What is the effect of experience on art?

What is the effect of. wag. on art? On creatrvity" :

What is the effect of the emotions on art? On\creativity?

Why are some artists “drscoVered" oniy pOsl’-humously?

What would cause (or what did csuse) a‘great producer
director, or actor to make a bad:t mdvle" Tt

Discuss in,cause-and-effect terms the roral dilemma of
an actor who is asked to take a role’ ot an evil person
—say, of-a Nazi war criminal. )

Discuss in cause-and-effect terms the fact that in the ) .
movie world “you have to have talent, you have to
work hard, and it is well to have a talent for luck.”

Discuss in cause-and-effect terms the belief that we all

have a little of the musician, the poet and the crazy
person in us. )

ke

- you"

;8 dislike, and tell why you like or dislike a certain

Through cause and effect relate psychlatry (not psycho~
drama);to drama,

Where does the inspiration of a song come from? Which
- comes first, words or music? What things are there all
around us that, not taken.for granted, could supply

us with material for songs? .

.As an exercrse in sensual description listen to a favorite -
plece of’ music and write a description of the effects
- of the music on all your senses. 'Obviouslyayou will
describe the sounds, but also bring your, other senses '
into play: What visual images does:the imisl‘(t‘,cause
" (orcreate)? What smells, tastes’ or fexture¥? What :
partictlar detalls of the music cause these sensations

and associations? oy

" Why did John Bampfylde say, ! Rugged the breast that

beauty cannot tame’’? .
What cause-and-effect lesson is théfé in the fact that
-Pandora opened the box?

Why is the art warld.usually considered as separate from '
the “real” world? - -

' Why do we look up to the stars—-that is, movie stars and’

-singing stars? Sy
Why do we spend time on art that might be spent more.
practically?
Why is a certain television show an unexpected success?

Why does something seen over and over still strike s some
people as funny?

- What drains the'life out of creativity?

Q

E
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Why would youwant, or not want, to judge:the work of
your classmates or to have them judge your work"

’ <

o P
R »

., Whaf et‘fect,s do enzymes have on human physlology" .

' What does industry do (or what ‘can it do) to prevent

. »'how why, according o the Bible, “inoall"iabor there is -

,:Why sho’uld one get a-job"

_ A Hallmark item: §ays. “Awlrttle detemnnation is behind

i
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element have on plarits" .

What causes food to spoil? e

What damage does a. certain non human creature cause? T

Why ate: animal mstincts not aiways best for certam '
anlmals. S L

Exprain the scientific observation that complex an|mals
survive less well than simple animals do.

What does ecology do for us? :

Why di;i jumpi,ng ‘beans jump? .

Why did the. dinosaurs become extinct? Why have 3

.. creatures: |n modern times become extinct” S e

PETTEERN -
PR

- Busmess Offrce orBureaucracy o R i Lo

: routine from becommg depressing forJts employees"

proflt

Why can according to Cervantes, “Many litties' y
- one big”'7~ .
Why do; alleraft flying accidents oceur m tly among
‘business people" _ o
Why are arrline prices @5 they are now? < _
Why is time considered money? Why is money~ C }
* ered.time? What would be the effect of your >
- investing time?. ., .
What, causes computers to send out money to the wrong
- persons? Does this explain why computers sometlmes o
" donot sénd out money to the right persons? : IR

» Why do workers who gripe so.much succeed in theif

* work better than thp,se who do not? *

* each big.success.” Isn’t it-more accurate to say just
‘the opposlte"—"A iot ol’ determination is-behind each -
- little success.’ .Y

.Why has it been said that “losing a ]Ob can be the frrst

step towards a new and better job™? ..
What comes of. belng in; he right place at the right time?

Does wealth deslred for its own sake obstruct the

increase of virtue, as Woolman believed? .
Does-avarice spur industry, as David Hume argued"' :
Is hunger the best cook, as a proverb says? '
What would be the effect(s) of your puitting off until *

tomorrow some important task that you have been

advised to do today?
What comes from buying wristwatches in. cigar stores"
Why does inflation affect the cost of books?

What causes either the end of plenty or the end ofa
certain shortage? . .

al, . EEN
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What are the effects of infiation on people whose S dice. Is pre]udice something that children leam" Can
,.*lncomes are fixed? - . : tolérance, be.learned? 3
) Why”do real estate prices rise and fall? . . Does television teach children (as it has | been argued)
What effects did the New Deal have on the wealthy?On  ~ bribery, bad grammar, bad Ianguage bad manners,
< the poor? , and bad)diet" ‘ Ch e
~ In cause-and-effect terms, discuss the Biblical statement, NS T s ’ ".\;'_ C
1+ “Money answers all things.” i 'Ec.onomus LT N
-+ Discuss a headline that reads, Gold Fever Still Strikes - R '
"I turmoll the effect of progress" Is it therefore the. price What effects d°95 trucking have on'the economy? What
of progress? A ‘ effects dbes the economy have ontrucking?
Why would the Better Business Bureau caution against '+ What is behind the increaseldecrease of _______inthe,
buying plants by mail? . .« economy? 0
Why might Joseph Addison have'said that “A good face Do income taxes kill the golden goose?
AR is a letter,of recommendation”?" " . s~ "< What causes certain jObS to fail during hard times? What
Ve _What is the s\tus ‘of the solar-energy business? What is L ': causes certdin jobs to hold up during both good times
' ., its status the'effeot,of? . " .and bag?:’ :
Why is it true that “AII is not gold that glitters ? ) '. o Is it so that; as. Ben]amin' Franklin said “Necessity never
o Why do some businesses fail during hard times? - mage a good bargdin™? - =
: .- Whit causes a decline in the quality of merchandise sold Why did a'certaln economic measure fail?
© . to a'mass.market? = - Is it so that “Poverty s catching," Bg.,éphra Behn said?

.. . Why has the: reputation of thé hotdog declined in recent “Change is:niot made WithOUt inconvenience, even
T years? o . LTeit from' worse to better,4'said- Richard .Hoaker. Apply
~ ““A hungry, rooster doesn’t cackIe when it finds dworm,” " " this caise-and-effect argument tosconomics. -
.. ‘sait Joel‘Chandler Harris. Explain What effects i : What caused a recent stock increase or decrease"
cackling in the business world would have," -.-Do inflated salaries cause; ihfla‘tion? cer

. : - N S What'is the prediction for the economy flve years from
P ..' T .: o N - - — . now? why,, X ,w_. e
L ' ' ‘What effects do natural conditions such-as drought or
Why do children ain. aWay from childx;en s institutions? - . 'heafy snow have on the economy? o

~From home?" o ] Wh

:Why do children go ngh?" '

" What effects, it any, does television violence have on ALl '
" children? Sq : Edueatipn ‘

Why do children behave as they do towards certain : o Vi

offenses? . . What effects does education have you? :

el ._y"ome that an only child willbe - Why can studentsin these times say a ter theit education

it.true' in economics that “Every cost has its own .

' B - P -All of that t’ornothmgf7 S Loes S
Why do siblings quarrel? . S Why is it assumed that a umverslty degree assures the i
Why do the veryy‘oung distrust or dislike some people i ',,.- - graduate;of a better life? - S
_ " over thirty?" = wiin - What problems might the bored student. cause? Yol
o o What are the effects: on children who have been--bke - Why are there so many special activities in schools" L
e - Brer Rabbit—*borri and bred in a brier-patch™; " - -What effects, if any, does knowledge have'onus? -~
What Is the effect on the child of one sex who knows Why might added words make, {or added knowledge or ...
‘ that the parent(s) favored another sex? .. . © wisdom? G - o
E , ‘Why does the exotic appeal to children? - . ..» Why might criticidm teach condemnation" S "-' LA
‘Why is it possible for children to solve;social problems o Why mlght hostility teach: belllgerence? W

they have not'leamed about by experience"

" Why might fear teach apprehensioh?™. .
Why do chlldren need more “quality time” with thelr¢ y inig Pp!

e parents? Why mizht pity. teach self-pity? = Y '
v . L ~,-- i 9 . > 4 ! .
IR _ What tauses delinquendy in children‘? Thagy T W:?/“% :: jealousy each grm@h fid ‘ 9
. . Why do children imitate the habits of their parents? Why : g encouragement eaéh confidence
"ido ehildren leari? - .- ~ Why might tolerance teach. patience" . o
In the wo'rds‘of‘a song by Rodgers and Hammerstein, : Why might praisé teach PP"ECia“m‘? e

childr “have to be carefully taught” to have pre]u - Why mlght approval teagh self respect?
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' Why might acceptance teach love? '

]
A

¢

[}

»

<

.

Why might recognition teach g'oals?k

Why might fairness teach justice?

Why might honesty teach truth?

-Why might security teach. faith in self?

. Why might friendliness teach friendliness?

Why ‘Thight eyes and mind work together to educate?.
Why might much study, as the Bible says, “qull”?

Why might learning oftenh come rrom the strangest or .
' least likely experience?

‘Why, according to the Bible, can the truth make you
free?

Why do some think that it pays to be ignorant"
Why are community colleges galnlng ground over
traditional colleges? :

Why, according to Sir Francis Bacon, is knowledge
power?
Why are low test scores among students of a certaln area’
obstacles for keeping industry out of the area?
* What could cause us to love readlng moré? to hate it .
. more?

' »Why has leaming “gamed most by- those boolss which.

- -the printérs have lost,? as Thomas Fuller sajd? .

What s the consequence of the l'act that, as Heracleitus
. 5aid, “All'is fiux, nothing is ﬁxed”" e

Does a:leammg problem’ necessar|ly use 8 arning '
‘Misability?

What effects do private schooIthave on publlc educatlon"

Why did Blakeé think that “The road~or excess leads to
the palace of wisdom™? -,

Why is if considered that the one who knows much
knowledge Knows much sorrow?

.What causes graduation depression? . 2 .

What causes the currentldeep despair among professors" .

‘What effect(s) does Socrates have on modetn students"

. What effect(s) does Aristotle have on modern students"' :

Why do we-place education over house and land?

What are the effects or learning in a closet rather than in

the world?
Why is it said that everythln{has been sajd already?

Why is it said that we are thousands of years too late in
our education?

Why can we not leam from books about human nature?,

Discuss in terms of cause and effect the statement by
Disraeli, “‘Experience is the child of Thought, and
Thought is the child of Action.” .

Discuss in terms of cause and effect the statement by
-“Goethe, ““Treat people as if they were what they
ought to be and you help them to become what they

~ are capable of being.”

Dlscuss ‘in terms of cause and effect the statement by
Rabert Frost, “I go to school to youth to l?:m the '
. future’ = ¢ -

Discuss You have to carry knowledge with you if you

. want to bring knowledge home. ,

A

[
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What causes us to dislike leaming facts? Is it in part
because we would (perhaps unknowmgly) prerer
to create them instead? -

Why is it necessary to educate. for democracy"

Mechanical facility is the effect of what kind or

' intelligence? R

What comes of learning without preconceptions" -

Why can learning'be an effect of dialogue or,
.conversation?

What will be, or what wauld be the effects of a nat|on~
wide'* sclentlfic |lliferacy”" .

" What would be the effect of leammg a l|ttle bit of

. adversity at a time? .
‘What would be the teaching effects |r —"(some '

¢ public figure) were a—teacher" R -
Knowledge helps us “‘escape the hell of subjectmty,”

said Samuel Johnsop. Why should that be so?

“I have not thoughts fenough to think,” said John Ford.

- Discuss th|s statement in terms of cause and effect.
What causes experiefice, a{'id, what doe_s experience
. cause" R

What was an early explana\en of why-learning works

asit dges? N

. .. ‘“‘Age-teaches,’ ’ says a Spanish progerb. What does age

teach?_A'l, ’ AN
‘A féw words only are necessary fclr the good learner,” e
'says a Spanish proverb. Why? ‘-
“No one is’ deafer than th € who does not choose'to
, hear,”” says a Spanls roverb. Dlscuss this statement .
“in terms of catise grid effect. ,
“Wisdom de iGtes thy pursuing of the best erids by the °
\ ‘best :f ns,” saidyFraricis Hutcheson, Discuss this
“statement’in terms of cause and effect. . :

- Discuss whether in education “better late than never

—-applies,

: .-In what way will socxety be arrected by your education?

. What effects.do"the college-hred ha% soclal values?

Discusb in terms of cause and effect: ‘“The first:wrote, "

Wine is strongest The second wrote, The King is
*“strongest{ The third wrote, Women are strongest: but .
above all things Truth beareth -away the victory.” |

" —Bible.

Discuss in terms of cause and effect: “All the choir of
heaven and furniture of earth—in a word, all those
bodlee which,compose the mighty frame of the world—
have' not any subsistence without a;mirid.”—Bishop

Berkeley o
: o o o
Ethics and Philosophy

Discuss this quotatlon from William Blake “Everything '
_ that lives,/Lives not.alone, nor for itself.” .
Discuss this quotation from Ben]amm Frankllp “There
+never was a good war, or a ‘bad peace)”” v

* Discuss this quotation front Sir Robert Aytoun: “You

are not what you were before: what reason is there
that I should be the same"” -

dr ' .

.
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“Life d(‘mﬂlld\ to be lived,” sald H.1,. Menckeén. 18 this Discuss {n terms of cause and effect the statement by
the answer to the quostlun -Why do we renfin active? lohn Fletcher: "Death hath so manv doors to let o\}t
! Is there ever a vietim of cireumstance’’? i ite.”
Discuss this quotation from the ancient philosopher, = What are the effects of the condition that, aécording to ’
“Boethius: "In adverse fortune the worst sting of the bpanlsh proverb, the ﬂ""t one t" got wet hiis more v .,
" misery is to have bpen happy.” o tme to get dry? : ’
Discuss from either side of tlre ambiguity/ambivalence .Why d" P"OPI“ seek success? Why da P"Ol’l" fear ‘““’"“")
.. thestatement that nq;htng comes from nothing. * Why'is'Hime, an “effect” of life] Discuss Bdijjamin . “.' »

.

_Discuss whether or not Idt as always have ¢dnsequences. Franklin's commeilt: “1f you love life, do not .

- Discuss whether it is possible for good to exist without squander time, df which life is made.
evil or forevil to exist without good. o "Discuss this statement by Beaumarchais: **1 mnkom) wlf
. \ r
- What ls the effect of having somicone else’s thoughts i ln . laugh at ovorythmg for fear pf havingbo weep.” | 7
- your mind?, ’ , , Discyss this stntt‘mont by Jean De La Fontaine: “Whal
© . does it proflt to Xnow thn world but not onespif?”’
Why does it take life to love life, as Edgar Lee Masters
declares-in one of Ms pooms? Lo

_Is life or deathfter-ife the ‘offect of living? Why" :

. Why can nd\orslt} be described as “bnmd""
Why do weak protests sometimes equal no pl’oto\ts"
Discuss whether or not it is true that, accordlpg to

i © .. Byron, theweak alone repent.
‘Explain‘in terms of cause andeffect what Shakespeare | Wh“.t is necessary in this world t‘o enjoy The next? e
Theant by the comment that conscience makes * Why, according to Goethe, does a-us#less life die early? -
cowards of us all. What is the effect of the pursuit of perfection? _ !
Diseuss the Spanish:proverb that says that it isbetter to ‘What is'the effect of pursuing *'sweetness and hght " as Y
lose a moment of life than to lose life in a moment - o Mntthew Arnold used the term? 'u
Why do some. people m'cd keys to open doors thx}t are 7 Whnt effect does freedom have on human relationships? -
already open? Discuss in cause-and-effect terms the observation by
Was Browning right in saying, “Truth never hurts the * Emerson that ““The reward of a thmg well done dsto”
teller’’? have done'tt.” - .
., - Does dpprossmn make the wise person mad, as Robert - Why would you be satxsfled or not be satlsfled with
. Browning said? i enough if others did not have more? <
: ) Is humanity the sole mistnko of Nature, as Sir lelmm © Trace the cause-and-effect reasoning or the events
Gilbert said? - . b . behind'your believing as you do on a particular.
_ Does virtue breed happiness, as Benjamm Franklin .~ Discuss.this statement-by Fontenelle: “If I.enclosed
w .. claimed? % truths with my hands ‘T would be wary not to open
! ' Discuss mind over mattcr/maltor over mind in terms of Sk them”
o cause and effect. widh DlSCUSS this statement by Sir Thomas Browne “The
" ..+  Show whether it is true in life that when one door .. clong habit of living indisposes us for dying.” .
*closes, others’ open. . : . h ‘Discuss this statement by Franklin: “The one who lives .
Is it human nature. to enjoy t,he struggle mo¥e than the - on hope dies fasting.}
< . achievement? _ What led Huckleberry Finn'to say, “All nght then, I'll
S Discuss whether it is true that as Thomas Hardy said, go to hell...."?
v . ~life offers, only to deny. o i Why does our inability'to conceive of the size of the
;. - ¢ Isit betterto lose with friends than to win with enemies? " universe lead us back to thinking about ourscives?
o Discuss the statement by Dr. Georgc Polya, a mathema: Do you control cnrcumstance or are you coritrolled
. _ tician, that “Everything is just a guess, concerning by it? .
",’i o your J°b your home »your famxly 9V9" the lawsof = .1 Discuss in cause-and-cffect tefms the Spanish proverb,
A physies.”" = “It is good to be important, but it is moxe important
-An idea from Edward Fitzgerald’s translatlon of Omar . to be good.” o
" Khayyam is that **The flower that once hagblown for Is Disraeli’s opinion correct that “Adventures ara to the :
ever dies?’ Discuss in terms of cause and effect . adventurers”? 9‘. )
$ ' Is it better, as a Spanfsh prowerb says, to be loved t:}}an “"“Are Julius and Augustus Hare correct in saying that « -
not hated? . *‘Half the failures in life arisg from pulling in one’s e
Is it so,asa Spamsh proverb says, that one who walks * horse as it is leaping’? 3
from flower to flower will finally choose the worst? Have moral standards been affected by birth control?
Discuss Thomas Heriry Huxley's position that *'It is the Is there philosophical comfort in this opinion (moder-
' customary fate of new truths to begm as heresnes and nized from Stephen Hawes)?—“For though the day is*
to end as'superstitions.”” . . _ i ever so lorf!‘/At last the bells ring to evensong.'
N 2 - : W d. A .
* : P : : » - s
L 3 [ - » .
- e
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“They love their land because it s their own,” sald

Fitz-Greene Halleck. What ¢ffects does belonging to

s()nwthlng’lune on us?

- 1f yopp help yourself, will heaven help you, as Jeun De La

Fontaine declared? ¢

Discusss the Spanish provirb, “*Man proposes, God
dlsp(hes und the devil discomposes,”
+Discuss the declaration by Sir Francls Bacon, **Prospérity
" doth best dleOVCl‘ vice, but adversity doth best
dlscov‘Sr virtue.”

a A'neWSpaper headline reads: Decline, lndlfference Busts

Hall of Furne. Why hag the-Hall of Fame experienced | |

«a ddtline?
l{’hut does itimean, in eause -and-effect terms, to *‘keep

B 'you{h,{)\d level" when *life’s path is steep"” (This

:v;-“What is past my help is past my care,’

araphrased from Horace.)

Whatels the first Impulse that makes people believe in, or”

want to believe in jmmortality?
Why does tradition eX ruse such a powerful hold on us?

What assdl!ratlons do most people make about the great
questlons in, life—about love, death, money, and life?

Why cat inténded good at times be harmful?

Do we try tod hard to make it in the world and thus
allow too much good to pass us by?
" Why doés the question “‘What if?”" arouse such interest?

.

Governrhent Politics “

Why,.m voting, is a leltlcal incumbent usually favored
to'win?

’ said John
Fletcher. Does_this view explain why people take the
attitude they take Jowards politics?

" Why do friends (and relatxves) in politics sometimes
cause more trouble than eneniies?

Wlll‘changlng L4 bureaucracy cause ‘more bureaucracy" '
. Discuss *The Wlll of the People, and the Won't.”

" What ails (now; or at any tim¢) the American spirit?
Why should the public have baloney detectors?

Why is it said of politicians that *‘the good are half-bad,
-and the bad are half-good™?

Why is it so that, as Richard Hooker said, “One who
goes about to persuade people that they are not as
well-governed as they ought to be will always have
listeners”? v R ol

‘What effect does bureaucracy have on idealism?
What effect does idealism have on bureaucracy" ¢

»

R

‘Why mlght it be said that the govemment hires stalling o

_ experts? ; o,
In politics why is it so that (as James Anthony Froude
said) “Experience teaches slowly, and dt the cost of
. mxstakes'"’
In cause-and-effect terms, answer Jack Ander'son s
question,*“What is happemng to the American dream?”’

* Why does" common interest not always determine what

RIC

happens in a democracy"
s b

“

o

“

Cause and Effect 47

Why do the computers, rather than the people,

sometimes pick the political winner?

Why should pol! centers be required to use the Chippewa
language when no one can write in it?

Discuss Jeremy Bentham’s statement, *The greatest
happiness of the greatest numbex Is the foundation of
morals and legislation.”

Tell what caused certain U.S. Congress members or
Senators to leave office willingly rather than pursue
other terms. . s

Discusx what makes stories of political chicanery so
lnterestlng

What effects will government have on educatlon in the
near future?

What would be the possible consequenees pf refusing to

~ reveal (to a judge, say, under a mandate of you) a
secret vote?

Why has the utypopularity of leon been blamed on his
California heritage? 2

Apply to pf)lltlcs the cause- and effect Spanish proverb,
*“The one who walks with wolves will learn to howl. "

What did regnonal backgrounds of certain presidents do
to affect their presidential tenures? -

Why cannet it be argued that politicians who receive
only 51 percent of the vote should have to keep only
5 percent of their promises?

Why does the government not provide untll it gets
around to providing?

" What effects does being president have on the president?

What does the presidency do to or for the moral
stature of the person holding the office?

What has caused arlstocracles tofail?
What brought about the downfall of ?

Is it true in politics at any level that, as the Bible says,’
“A soft answer turns away wrath™?

Why is government affected by semantics? .

* Why does reason teach/not teach in government and

pohtxcs"
What happens to mllltary personnel who challenge the
- military? »

What happens to govemment pe_rsonnel who challenge
the government?

Discuss in terms of government and politics the Brblrcal
quotatlon, “One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of
one.’

Why did a certain government or country come into
being? . »

- Why do~\£lgures in government and polltlcs come and go? )

Health

What are causes of aure"
Why is acne more than sk|n deep?
Why does coffee affect you as it does?

What are the effects of rest and time off as re
health?

dies for
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48 What Can I Write About?

What are the effects of a smoker’s stopping smoking?
Why do miscarriages happen?

What causes kitchen accidents? bathroom uccldents’
What are the causes and effects of botulism?

What causes hiccups, snoring, the\common cold, asthma,

insomnia?

" What is a cure for each of the conditions noted just

above? What unusual cure(s) do you know of?
Why should one try to prevent colds?
Why is sound body related to sound mind? -

What cause-and-effect relationship is there between exer-

cise and the nerves?
Why do the Finns have a high rate of heart problems?
Why do most heart attacks occur when they do?
Why is ““happiness the sister o'f‘henlth"?
Why do eating habits affect health?
What are some of the different causes of heart disease?
Discuss these quotations from Sir Francis Bacon: *“‘Cure

the disease and kill the patient " “The remedy is
worse than the disease.”

Why was the frontal lobotomy outlawed?
What can be the bad effects of too much tickling?
Why does litter affect the health?

Why does one have to know the cause of somethlng
before suggesting its remedy?

History . /\
Why are there so few great men and women? -

‘Why has there been less exodus to Lntm America in
recent years? . ‘

Why will Turkey be less visited than before?"

Why will Iran be less visited than before?

Why do certain well-known proverbs not apply in
today’s world? ‘

What made the 1960s a decade of violence?

Discuss Agathon’s quotation, “Even God cannot. change
the past.” .

What cause-and-effect connectlon was there between
slavery and “‘Manifest Destiny’?

- In history, has force been a remedy?

Discuss Thomas Jefferson’s quotation, *“The tree of
liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the
blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its natural manure.”

Why was a certain city or a certain university founded?
Why ‘was there such a delay in ending the Korean War?

What positive effects in human rights would we see
today if slavery had really ended with the Civil War?

Explain why Thomas Jefferson is so maligned. .
Explain why Thoras Jefferson is so admired.

Explain why Franklin Delano Roosevelt is so maligned.
Explain why Franklin Delano Roosevelt is so admired.

What, spezrfncally, do we gain from learning about
history?

-~

How have changes wrought by humanity altered the face
of the earth and changed the lives of human beings?

Explain why a certain great historical event came about.
Associate by cause and effect terrorism and censorship.
Point up some present influence from‘n past idea.

Discuss William Hazlitt’s quotation, ““The temple of
fame stands upon the grave: the flame that burns
upon its altars is kindled from the ashes of the great.”

Discuss Edmund Burke’s quotation, “You can never plan
the future by the past.”

Show what caused someone to be accidentally thrust
into greatness.

What will be the €auses of World War I11?
What will be the effects of World War III?

What were the causes and effects of the Spnmqh
American War?

What were the causes and cffects of the Spnnish Civil"
War?

Why are most predrctrons ominous?

What results in history are always uncertain of .
prediction? ) . \

Why might one think of bistory—as Daisy Ashford
referred to 1t—as *‘piffle before the wind"? :

What drove the explorers to explore?

Discuss Thomas Paire’s quotation, “Every quiet method ;

, for peace hath been ineffectual.”

What cause-effect tests might be used to determine
whether or not a current event will be hlstorrcally
significant? .

What cause-effect judgment can we make to place
responsibility on past generatrons for ethical behavior?

Why is it thought that earlier generatrons were less
enlightened morally than we are?

Why has recent history given vindication for someone or.
something wronged in the past?

What is behind a prediction by one of the modem
prophets? ]

Whyfshould we view history with the phrase “truth or
consequences’’ in mind? ;

A certain newspaper printed good news one day and re-
tracted it the next. What does this action say about \‘
the effect of news in the modern world?

Why does historical *‘chance” change so often"

Is it true that, as the Spanish proverb says, nothmg bad

~lasts one hundred years? :

What—considering recent history—are the future effects
of tradition?

Why do we worty so much about other cointries?

In recent history, where have we come from and where
are we going?.

Discuss Thomas Henry Huxley's quotation, *Logical
consequences are the scarecrows of fools and the
beacons of [the] wise.” i

Diseuss in cause-and-effect terms these words by
Robert Frost (delivered at President Kennedy’s



innugurnl) “The land was ours before we were the
land’s.” '

Discuss with reference to hlstory the quotationby .
William Norman Ewer, ‘I gave my life for freedom—
This I know:/For those who bade me fight had teld-
me so.”

What happened, as far as archeology and hlstory show,
to Sodom and Gomorrah? .

What has become of the great lights among Amurlcnns

during the last ten or fifteen years? What caused them

to continue rising in esteem, or to fall?

Discuss the Giordano Bruno duotation, “If it Is not true,
it is a happy invention.”

What have been the effects,,historicnlly, of “‘gentle ,
persuasion”? )

What has reason taught/not taught to history?

Discuss in historical cause-and-effect terms Chaucer’s
quotation, “It is not good a sleeping hound to wake.”

" Is custom, as David Hume sard the “great guide of |

n:’

. human life

Discuss historically these words by. Mnrshnl Foch: -
“My center is giving way.
My right is running away:
My situation is excellent:
Ishall attack!” .

- Discuss, with reference to -histor‘y, these lines by Bret

Q
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- Why did language bégin?

Harte:
“If, of all words of tongue and pen,
The saddest are, ‘It might have been,’

More sad are these we daily see: ' .

‘It is, but hadn’t ought to be!’”

Interpret in cause-and-effect terms ‘the quotation by
Carlyle, ‘‘Happy the people whose annals are blank
in history-books!” '

Discuss the historian Edward Gibbon’s saying, ‘“‘Whatso-
ever might be the future date of my History, the life
of the historian must be short and precarious.”

Why should Aristotle have considered poetry as “‘some;
thing more phrlosophrc and of graver import than
history™?

Why might someone be made,.in Thomas Hood s words,
“Mad from life’s history"™?

Discuss in terms of cause and effect Carlyle's quotation.
“What is all knowledge too but recorded experience,
and a product oﬁustory, of which, therefore reason-
-ing and belief, no less than action and passion, are
essential materrals"" . :

Discuss why Carlyle considered “Hrstory is the essence
of innumerable biographies.” R

Discuss Disraeli’s quotation, “Assassmatron has never
changed the history of the world.” * <

.

Language . w

Pl

Why do new times bring new language(s)?

a
oA

R 1

I

Cause and Effect 49

Does language make its user, or .does the user of it make
language?

What makes a ‘‘dead lnngunge"?

What social factors influence langyage change?

Why are parts of speech and spelling related?

Why are vocabulary and spelling re]ated?

Discuss “Translation and Diplomacy” and ‘““Interpretation
and Diplomacy.”

Explain why English was not replackd by French after
the Norman Conquest of England in 1066.

Using cause and effect, trace the gengral path of the
English language from its beginnings to the present.

What is the cause-and-effect path by jhich thought
becomes language?

Why does legal language read as it doas?
Why does our body speak for us?

inflame?
what causes semantic problems?
What causes semantic changes?

Aphra Behn said, “Money speaks sense ih a language all
nations understand.” Why can language be considered
money and money be considered langhage?

Examine the cause-and-effect relationship in any non-
word language (such as *‘the language of the heart™).

Why is one language or another gaining supremacy in
the world market?

Why is one language or another gaining supremacy in
world politics?

Law, Crime

Why is crime in one area greater, or less great, than in
another?

What would happen if everyone were a law aker?

"~ What would happen if there were no laws; réstrictions,

or police? v
What is the effect of law by vigilantes? -
Discuss the result of a certain recent investigation.

What accounts for the belief that “‘a police oﬁﬁcer is
never around when needed’™?

Are criminals born, or made?
Are law abiders born, or made?
Are some laws such that anyone can be thrown into jail?

Why did crime break out in the streets during &.blackout
of power in a major city?

What is gained, if anything, by punishing crlmmals or
‘.“ lesser offenders of the law"




50 What Can I Write About?

What causes police brutallty (or what allows it to happén)  Media ' "4 ) )
« where it occurs? i

Discuss the probable result of following the Biblical ‘Why do networks play down certain world news’
quotation, ‘‘Love is the fulfilling of the law.”” What are the éffects of advertising?

Discuss the probable result of following the quotation Why do advertisements often have such little connection -
by Edmund Burke “Liberty must be limited in order. with reality? o
to be POSS@SSt"d » Why might someone reasonably say after watching a bad

Why are all of us affected by mu]or crlmes" television show, “‘I think I'll learn to read.”

What causes child abuse? What are the effects of the “hidden persuaders” in the

What are the effects of the law on child abusers? media?

Why are there inéquities in the law in the way ‘the poor Why do newspapers lose readers?

. and the rich are.treated? - Why are people gullible about the news?
Explain why a certaln mystery from some decades back Why* 'does cigarette advertlsnng make smokers out of non-

remains unsolved.- ) smokers?
: What impact has television had on education?
What impact has television had op thought?
Why is television the oplate of the masses? ;
What accounts for the decline in readershlp of a certnln
* , magazine? .
Why do magazines and newspapers collapse" What has

» “caused the collapse of a particular magazine or news- .
paper that was very famous?

Why is advertlslng capable of manipulating people?

a

therature Wrnting :

Why should it be true that' as Leon Urisihe wrlter has
sald, “Fortunately, English and writing have little to
do with each ‘other'? 4

« Show why fairy.tales prove or disprove themselves in our
. daily lives.

Why is the typewriter sald to take over the writer’s

control?
Why might an active writer not read anything but her/his Whryjsgeae)ertaln facts released only gradually by the
own work" i Why is ‘the most opular magazine in~ the world?
. Write an essay entltled “Let Me Be Your Maker,” in Y o pop 8
Whyis " . the most popular television program in

which you attempt to show how literature can manip-
ulate others, for good or bad.

What *‘causes” literature?
What ‘are the effects of literature?

the country?
What is the influence of, the media in national politics?
Why does newspaper readership increase even in certain

L . areas where there ‘are many television watchers?
What benefits result, from literature? Are people changed Di the effects of the development of printing. -~
~for the better by moral literature, that is, literature iscuss th P printing.

‘ which démonstrates what ethlcal behavior ought to Discuss in cause-and-effect terms the professional
be? - laughers (who are hired to inspire laughter in the
audience) who exist in the television world.

What effect s) can one word have? g . .
<) ave What is the effect of selling reputations through the

Why does Las Vega§ give better odds than the odds media?
against publishing a first novel? . Wh ! d
. What are'the effects of a report that is easy to under- y are we controlleel) by the movie industry and the
stand? télevision industry?

2 .
'What are the effects of a report that is hard to undér- : Why do soap operas appeal to s0 many? g S
stand? o _ What are the effects of the “news game” that televnsnon o

plays? =~ .
- Discuss the quotation by the televnsnon commentator
: Sander Vanocur, ‘“How do you balance the necessity
‘to be entertaining but at the same tlme informative
* about television?”

«  Why do many people not like llterature" .

Why does literature that has an underhanded purpose
not read simply?

Why are Homer, Dante Milton, and Shakespeare dlfﬁcult

to read?
'E 2 . . . Discuss the quotation by Amold Bennett, ‘“Journalists
xplain in cause-and-effect terms the quotation by Sir : say a thing that they know isn’t true, in the hope that *
Arthur Helps, “Reading is sometimes an ingenious T they keep on saying it long enough it will be true.”

device for avoiding thought.”

- I . . [T} [ . . 0
. Discuss Milton’s statement that one who destroys a good ‘Why does “public service™ advertising help big business?

book ““kills reason itself.” What did prophets of early television see that caused
. Why did Bacon say that writing makes.one “exact”™ . .¥ many of their predlctlons about television to come

4 true?

59
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Physical Science

What causes *‘acid rain’*?
What are the causes of a certain weather condition?

- What are the effects of a certain weather condition? -
What are the causes and effects of “‘star death™?,
What causes tornados?

What causes steaming of glass?

What positive effects can come from the study of
astronomy?

‘ What causes smog? What can prevent smog? )
What gre the positive effects of having been to the moon?
What causes “leaking electricity’”?

Why can it be argued (not seriously, of course) that the
groundhog makes the weather?

Is there any effect in physical science for which there is

ls(,ﬂss Robert Ingersoll’s quotation, “In natute there
'::'.hm neither rewards nor punishments—there are
) qongequences

theorlzebcfpre one has data“? o

’ What effect hgs Rﬁchi‘l Carso‘h' }Stlent Sprmg had on the
world? .=

‘What was the cause behmd a certain major power failure?

Discuss the cartoon question, “Was the one who discov-
ered fire the first to pollute the atmosphere?”

Discuss the Thomas Henry Huxley quotation, “The great
tragedy of Science—the slaying of a beautiful hypoth-
‘esis by an ugly fact.”

Discuss the quotation by Dr. George Polya a mathema.
ticlan, “What is the sclentific method except Guess
and Test?”

Drawing from the range of both,superstltlon and fact,
discuss some element of sciegtiﬁc revolution.

Psychology

) ‘Why -are stones ofnear-death expenences fascmatmg to ’

most of us?
What motivates courage?
What motivates fear? -
Why: does losing breed losing?
Why goes winning breed winning?

Why do those who have'been burned emotionally react
~ as they do? .

Why is it, as Jean De La Fontame says, ‘‘a double pleasure
. to deceive the deceiver’™?

Whaf caused to come emotionally into
its/her/his/their own?

- Why does Mexico have so maﬁy road and train accidents?

v

™
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- ~v no-cause? Does everything in the world having to do"- -

Why is lt 35 Sherlock Holmes says, “‘a cupgtal mlstake‘to

Cause and Effect | 51

Why do some psychiatrists bay there is no such thlng as
an accident?

Why can a single person by sway of personality influence
many others?

What psychological effect is there in standing over
someone?

What are the effects of }i;ivlng a psychological »dge on
someone?

’

Discuss in cause-effect terms the friction between two
famous people.

Why do we acquire habits? What causes habit to rule our
" lives?

Why does persuasion work as it does? :
Why does the unexpected happen? ‘ v
Why does the simple often become.difficult?

What good results can we have by applying animal
. behavior to human behavior?

Why do dogs have a sense of whom to trust?

Why do animals (since they are without our mental
capacity) have psychological problems?

Why did a certain experiment with animals lead to a
better understanding of them?

Why does “But . . . sometimes cancel out the words
« before it in the minds of those who hear it?

What is the reason behind a bully’s behavior?

Is there a psychological explanation for the fact that
* many of the mechamcal thmgs you try are out of
order? s

Discuss Hilaire Belloc’s saying, lost ‘thmg could I -
never find,/Nor a broken’{hm mer !
Why are “Some people . . . 50, fphd ofiillJuck that they
run half-way to meet lt " as Douglas Jerrold said?
Which 'makes the individual: he\{edlty, or environment?
Why do wives/husbands/children run away? - -

What explains why some people choose one part of the
room to sit in and other people choose another?

‘Why do smiles, winks, or sympathetic grunts affect us

as they do?

Why do some people who have nothmg to say talk
anyhow? ~

_What are the effects of a good/a bad.sense of humor?

Explain what gauses employers to.react as they do to
prospective employees who have a history of lllness
or who have been in prison.

What causes one phobia or another? What are its effects?
What causes one mania or another? What are its effects?
What causes an obsession? What are its effects?

Explain what psychological factors were responsible for
a good/a bad turnout for a recent event—an election,
for example, or a major athletic event.

Why do we forget where we put things?
Why do we forget what we did?

Why do we deceive ourselves in thinking that time spent
on an effort is all we need to accomplish it?



" Discuss. the causes for, and effects of, psychologrcal

52 What Can 1 erte About?

1
' l

What accounted for the fact that a certaln day of yours
went wrong/right? ! L REE
Why do you feel/not feel at home at ~_______?
Why does love stoop- ln order to rlso as Robert
Browning has said? . . .© .- v
Why does love cease to be’ a pleasum as. Aphra Behn says,
“when it ceases to-be a'secret’? L

Why does the world have little to offer “where two fond
hearts In equal lave are ]olned " as Anna ‘Barbould
~ said? S0
Discuss the opmlon ofSamuel Butler that ’Tis better
to have loved and lost, than never to have lost at all.”

Discuss in psychologlcal cause-effect terms the quotation

from Thomas Becon “When the wine ls in, the wit is

out.” ,
Why are happy surprlses good for Us"
~ Why do we need praise to. do well? -

Why do mslgnlflcant. memories sometlmes take prece
dence over lmporﬂant ones?

"Why does Inyghter help mental health" o
Why do we lie' about oyr ages? .- ’
-What, psychologically, is behind our drive to “‘save time”‘M
-'Why do you and G not get along as well usyou )
once did? - , '

Why is self- torture related to self plty?

‘-

" E
e :
U '.r.

" . crutches and psychological retreats,

. Why is it acqurate or why is'it not accurate, té say

= ‘.:What P'mi'to be'I-am now. bécommg ”’

-‘.What is the: cauge-effect path in temptatron" AN
o Why mlght there he such a thing as reasonable paranola?
. What makes some people ]mxes"
What are the’ causes and effects of frustration?

“Why- did B F. Skmner’s “baby box” not revolutlonize
child- rearmg" ’

Why are some people hynotlzable and others are. th°

o What are. the cauSes and effects of deep despair"

~ Dlscuss in" psychological cause- effect terms the qhotatlon
from Thomas-Brown (quoting in translation some .
lines from Martlal) *1dg not love you, Dr. Fell ,/But
~why1 canpet; ‘tell;/But this I know full- well WJ do not.
“love you, Dr.Fefl.” = - i

Why is there & relatronshrp between the individual world
’ and the collectrve world?.- .

B What causes accident proneness"

: »_Why does staymg bitter cause more pain?

~Why i IS handwritmg analysrs valid?

"What are theé roots ‘of, and causes of, embarrassment?
that psychological phenomenon accounts for charisma?
':. Why lS one kmd of death more temfymg than another?

Does televrsion contribute to, or detract from, the
thmkmg process"

. ] . ~““ Lo H feelings' Y
. hy nati k ') .
Why:i an lmagr ation or dreamlng make us happy ¢ \ . 'Why and howﬁdoes&an dea ongmate?

t :Whatfeffects do. feelmg’s h’ave on the f
_ What effects have advance?in medlcl

'

What explains the way we write, especlally the way we
sign our names?

Discuss Froude s statement, “‘Fear Is the parent of
cruelty.” '

Discuss Matthew Arnold’s statement, *‘We forget because
we must and not because we will. "

Why does crying help us emotionally?

Draw a cause-effect relatlonshlp between electricity and
the brain. )

Why do psychiatrists belleve as they do about therela.
tionship between bodily changes and emotions?

Why do those we love have, as John Fletcher said, the
‘‘most power to hurt us’? )

Write a cause-effect essay on those who are like what *
theydo: computer technicians who are like computers,
for example.

Why can moral strength sometimes come out of psyt:ho-
logical weakness?

Why do comedians (not necessarliy mtentionally) dull
our minds to seek out answers ourselves to public

" issues?

. Why do teenagers like noisy dances? (’I‘he writer Ray =
Kytle has said, “They like them because they relieve '
ther of the necessity of having anythlng to say to

. thelr partners.”)

. -What are the causes and effects of anger?
s outsing a sr&n of laziness, intelligence, vitality, or what?

Dist’s the phenomenon of “behavior control.”
. Why do’ certain kirids of sounds or words. convey certam

tatement by John Ford, “Melancholy can
© turn men‘into monsters ”

Apply this statement, by Jean [le La Fontame to
‘ psychology “I bend but do not break.”

. Dlscuss this-cartoon cgptjon: “I finally got rid of my

mfenonty com;glex but |t loosened my grip on

' rea]lw RN -
'e_xpressio,_n? L
ii'ad aff our fear \_’
of (or lack of fear of) dehth" I OO
What are thé roots (or the: branches) of our human
‘condition? In other words; what causes us¥a’ be as
we are? . -on L s.\,xﬁ SO
Why do the eyes speak aur, emotions or thoughtS” .
Can sleep be a- psychologlcal as wellas a physiologlcal
remedy? - o »
What are. the effects ol’ pam Qn the mmd"
Discuss these lines from William Blake K
“1 was angw with my friend .
Itold my wrath my, wrath dld end.

. n
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I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.”

Heligion

Why are religions born?

Is morality an effect of religion?

Why do athletes—from opposing teams—pray for victory?
Why is sport considered religious? .

Why are there so many major similaritles among major
religions of the world?

What effect has rellgion had on a certain perlod of
history?

Cangood inthe religious sense exercise influence on evil?
Canevil e'xerclse influence on good"ln the religious sense?
What causes a religious believer to see the light? to be
reborn?
Why do rellglous orders provide less escape from the
world thap before?
._Wliat causes'anyone to know what the will of God is?
- Do’ the mllg‘ious convictions of persons determine how,
much help they are willing to give thosé in need?

Discuss: *‘Saints cannot do what God does not want ._;:... '

todo.” g
Discuss thls quotation from Will|am Blake, ‘“‘Love seeks
not itself to please
- Why does money have sO much to do with religion as it
v... ison television" . -

Why it posslble to argue with the computer about
what you are going to'do? about what will happen to
you? about what will be done to you?

. Discuss the ironic observation about human nature-in.
this quotation from Jane Austen, “It'is a trath univer-
sally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of
a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.”

Explain why a certain poll failed.

‘Why have some people tumed aga|nst those who ‘were

» killed at Kent State? .

A picttire of an innocent bystander at Kent State cause;f

" her abuse all over the world. Why.do the |nnocenb
suffer verbal and physical abuse? = = %

‘Why do we vote as we'do? . . - R AN T

What causes giddiness? Why are laughter and yawmng o

contagious?
Why did boy and girl acquaintances of yours break up?
What makes a settlement beginin a place where there is
~ “nothing”?.’
What causes a strain on mags human relations?
What is ahead in the next few years in marriage-divorce
statistics? Why?

,Show how Roots and Holocaust used the small picture
. '(the family) to help the audience grasp the large

-

1

e

‘ others?: Why is l;he human being basically not a lone
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picture (society, a people, a human condition) more
fuily.

What effect did Holocaust have on audlences in
Germany? Why? . o~

What effect did Roots have on whites?

- Why did Jewish people react as they did to Holocaust?

, Why did blacks react as they dld to Roots?

Diséuss T. S. Ellot’s statement, *‘I think that the passlon
for social righteousness will prove in the end not:,
enough in itself.” ‘

Do natural surroundings of a people determine what a
people will be? Think of Hitler, born in a beautiful
Agetting; think ot’ the poet Ruben ‘Darfo, born in an~

ugiy setting. |

What-'will people do or not do, to galn fame, money, or
Qublic office? .

Tell what would happen in your life if you lived without
pets.

Why do New Englanders have. the‘ehlghest suic|de rate in
t.he United States? e

Does custom reconcile us to everythlng, Hs- Edmund

- Burke declared?

Why do the works of cértain authors come into, then
fall out of, public favor?

Why are people fascinated wlth‘flte eaters and other
daredevils? 5

Why is conyention a state of""ml?id of society?

What effects does convention have on society?

Why do we lie? Why do we: make excuses?--

What causes death in the ghettos?

Why are beauty pageants popular?.

S

by are. there inequities in publlc opinion in. the way the

“poor and the rich are consldered" )
What explams the compulsmn we have to be w1th i

ammal” L P

"'What are the first cqncerns.and questlons among faml :
members united aftex‘ an exceptionally long
separation? Why?

What does its graffiti tell us ﬂbout a nation or alSout |ts -

.individuals? e NPT

’ ‘What social phenomenon is revealed when there isa

newly vacant. seat on a crowded bus?

Why does the definitlon of “soclety” 2y from one
person to the next'? L

' " What common values éxist in society, and why"
iﬂs there anything in the regulations of

that
. keeps us from being de;ddgiils in society?

What causes us to realize wh(en we are most alone?

Is development of public land’ al?ays in the best interests
of society?

What questions does a poor person have who falls in love
Wwith a rich person? Whyy

. What questions does a rich person have who falls in love

with a poor person? Why?

>
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Discuss this quotation from Henry Fielding: “Some
folks rail against other folks, because other folks have
what some folks would be glad of.”

Sports and Physical Activities 'ﬁ

.

Discuss Bill Russell’s Argument that winning and losing
depend more on chemlstry than on sklll or good
players. ¥

Why doméople jog, or ru’n"

Why do people jog or run less thqn they dld before?

What does jogging not do for thie jogger? '

‘Why do people who plpce last in"the marathon hm?ﬁ)u\y
consolation? .. . i~ s

"Why do people think 1 there ls a relationship between
athletic ability and name?

Why should a certain baseball player ‘have felt obligated
to give up patt of his salary while he was ln a slump"

What causes hypocrisy in sports?

Define sportsman‘ il p In terms of cause and t-ffect in
athletlcs . . CoaE

Why don’t athletes know their own statistics? Why * '

shouldn’t they know, for example, when they are
about to break records?

What do athletes think about while they are partici-
pating In their sports? Why?

Can nutrition and training make an athlete?

What is behind most sports deaths? S

Why Is winnjg so important to most athletes?

Why does one select one sport rather than another?

Why might an ‘athlete prefetto set records rather than
lielp the team win?

What rbally constitutes or brings about “lndlvldual
effort” in sports? = . -

What aceounted for the fact that a certain sports upset
took place?

-Are athletes controlled more by themselves, or by

circumstances?

.What appeals does skiing have for the part-time skier?

What, besides age, causes decline In an athlete?

Can one by lntense exercise make up for years of leisure
and physical- noq-uctlvity?

63



'EXPOSITION

‘What Exposition Is.

Exposition"is‘-the setting forth of purpose or
meaning—not, in a strict sense at least, to criti-
-¢ize, argue, or develop a subject, but to open it
u'p, lay 1ts*bones bare. A .imore literal image of
* the art mxght be described as moving the subject

out of. posxtxon, coaxing, jolting, or driving it.

into afresh new perspective, so that it Will 'and
moreclearly forth and expose 1tself f 3

How o_'Wnte Exposxtxon

: Clanty i$ essential in exposxtxon lelt your sub- _
_]eC‘t Keep it tight, ugified, concrete. Do all that-

yet . lét the subject breathe anq you will, have

" itself, expose: 1tself from within, from that depth

“where the bones are barest. Impose an explana-

‘tion of your own and there is every chance you

will violate that stricter sense of the form. There-

- fore, this form wonld probably be better used to

-explain a subject you kng)w well, rather than to
explore something you are only just discovering.

- In any case, effective exposxtxon is good writing

" discipline, useful in nearly any other kind of

writing and fundamentai to most.

- ' )
.

- sentifig a subje
.+ will more Jikely: léad beyond bare explanation
i into mterpretatlon  argumentation,
cntlcal techmques best eonsxdered in the1r own
right. Of course, “almost any subject listed in.

" “those other chapters is open to an expository:

Lééating Subjects for Exposition R

We have held to the stnqter sense of exposxtxon
here partly because broader senses are more ex-
plicitly engaged. inx"; other sections of this book
Exposxtxon shm:es cbmmon root with the ward

“éxpound,” whx - 2alSO de%cnbes a way of pre:
But,expoundmg on a sub_]ect

treatment in the stricter. .sense we are strugglmg
to maintain here as well.;(It might be helpful to

. turned the trick of exposition. Perhaps that can . recall that in certain musical forms the “‘exposi-

- best be done by allowing the subject to explain * tion” refers to the first part in which the

thematic material is stralghtforwardly presented.
Later in the moveme‘nt other techniqués are
used to shape, develop, and adorn that same
material.) ;

An expository essay on exposztzon itself mxght

“toiighen' its defmxtzon by contrasting it with
“narration. It would take a cracking good student

essayxst to explam a story thhout e\:plammg

it away.
t

“a’

or other .
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o r.of mopey?

'01" N
. What new field creates many new prof‘qsslonsyL

'~_Commerce Fmance Economy, Economlcs

56';  What Can [ Write About? .

» I

Profcsslons, Occupatlons

What ]obs hold up best durlng ‘both good tnues and bad
times? .

Forwhat is Buckminster Fuller known? :{*
of Tt
How has prophecy become a profgssion %<’

£ S
Who ought to beincluded in a bureau of‘égzpe,w
Is welding an important profession?

\

SR

Why are tivil setvants being paid nrot to- coh‘l’e {&\ﬂwork?w T

, yeﬂr 2000? ,@\’J

-

l...

What were some, gommon ways of makrng a common. .

- living during the Depression?

- How would you tréat a customer who came mto your

store" o o

'How woul& you behave with a salesperson"
Discuss’ tho growth of conglomerates. _ Lo i

Discuss how debts are; pald
Does the average person have the ability to make & lot

A

What are.some major Medrcard rip- offs"

“What are»border -town banks like in Latin America?... °

What is it like for somieone to come intoa fortune" ,
What will stores of the future be like? . ?

* Are car’pools as financially successful as thought?

. Discuss Harry S. Truman’s fight against hoarding..

What is an occupation from which one can make “big
bucks” for long hours? o

Discuss big spendmg
Discugs money devaluation.

How:can one translate the frneprmt tovget rid of l‘lp-
“offs in bank contracts? "

Discuss the battle for control. ofa certarn company

What are (or what ought to be} oil/gas productron
incentives? i '

What are (or what ought to be) tax breaks fqr rndrvrd
uals? for companies? O,

‘

What aré some calgulated brllmg snares for credit-card

‘holders? o
How are the rich stolen from? 3

o
o
S

, Discuss blatant abuses ofgovernment-supported student

" loans. .

To ‘what extent does the customer protest affect the-

_ price of goods?

Dlscuss the abuse of expense accounts Drscuss the
“martini lunch.” o

Discuss the death tax that exists in other countries.

What is a venture in which the very young have become
financially successful? ;

What is a new form of busrness?

n

e

o

" Will changing professlons ataage fnfty be corﬁmom y-the -,

,,,

.

What “extras are offered by the telo};hone company
but not.generally known to the piiblic?

are not gottlng any cheaper/are not kettlng any A

easler t‘b comé by.

ow accurately does Hollywood portray theﬁnaner
o world ds it really is? ) o

Why has: soctal security 105t its stgtus?

al.
b

LENRY
R

g

Discuss allowance(s) for" dependent chlldr‘en R

Discuss owning a farm.: . . . L e

Why does the computer send moneyp person has ot
earned? o .\" oo

How are our tax dollars used? .

Dlscuss telev,lslon hetworks and money i

“"What ls a new con game"

What is one of the Yestspaying fields? -

How lvould the wdrld be dlfferent ifits materlal stores’
‘were. equally drvrded"

Wrrte ofan unusual entrepreneurial venture

Are you, in these tlmes “what you own" or “what you
owe”?

Write an extended example of how money makes
money, or how money buystime. -

What state has the best unemployment benefits?

Discuss insurance abiises, from both srdes the consumers
-and the businesses.

R

“Discuss the gtowing divorce “business.”

How independent is’a salesperson?" R : \

What are your chances for audrt" What happens in an } ‘
audit? ’

What is a new form of rdentrfylng check cashers"

'What employment prospects are there inthe fleld of

ecology"
Will you be a vietim of fraud before this week is over?
What are some treasures underfoot? . '
What are’ examples of “unreal estate’"’
How can one drive a hard bargaln\{?“_
Discuss taxpayer revolts.

" What caused an isolated (that is, not a natronal) labor-

management dispute? -

Sports, Entertainment

[

. Is-there a way in sports in whrch both opponents can

lose?

How accurately does Hollywood portray the sports
world?

Discuss fhe phenomenon of a new craze or fad.
Discuss a certain sports scandal.
Discus¢ athletes and religion. ..

Why do more and more fans stay home and watch sports
on television?

- Is it true that ‘““there’s no business like show busrness”"

Discuss sports (radio, televrSOn) announcers
Discuss free agents in sports. .

2

L

>
i
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Discuss a certain child superstar, such as Tracy Austin or

Steve Cauthen. : P -
Discuss time as It applles to the athlete o
Can star uthlete\sas a rule coach well? *
What da-families do on weekends?

'Do sports spectators llke vlolence?

'Educatlon I ,. o
'_Dlscuss the battle for control o( a certaln school or.
school system N

Be an expert in something and, using the special.
language assoclated with it, explain it to someone
who is unacquainted with it. '

Give to a lay person some understanding of a dlfﬁcult
subject, such as a scientific law. 2

Discuss logic in éducation.
Can writing be taught? .

Discuss Emerson s quotation, “Never read a book that is
ndt a year old.” - s

Discuss Samuel Butler's quotatlon, .‘Leamlng, that
cobweb of the brain,/Profane, erroneous, and vain.”

Discuss Joseph Hall's quotation, “Perfection is the chlld
of Tlme ” iy

What has newly developed to give'the blind slght?

How can the mature rBtarded take care of themselves?

What difficulties do public schools in Washlngton D.C.
have?. - - .

Is it'relevant to a fifteen- year-old that Thoreau went to
Walden Pond?

Is1t possible not to think? ..
Write of a logic that many people miss.
“Dlscuss self- education. . .

“Another teacher beat up in school,” says.a cartoon—*‘a
" new philosophy has been added: spare the rod. and
o sponl the teacher.” Discuss this condition.
- Does a university degree assure the graduate of a better .
‘life?
At what age do we first be'nome aware of ourselves and
others? ‘
Should high schools require proficiency tests for gradu-
* ation? How do such tests work in schools where they
" are already used? )

-A cartoon says that a modern problem of education is
that often the student cannot read his report card.
" ‘Discuss this condition. )

-What ought a summer program at a unlversnty to be like?

How much do college graduates know about their fields?-

stcuss this quotation by Sir-Francis Bacon, “I have
takén all knowledge as my province.’

Write'a paper about ‘‘ After-Maths’—~higher math, etc.
What unconscious ‘tesearch does the mind make"

Write on the revnval of ».
Emerson said that life consists in what one is tRinking all
day. Discuss.

-

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Isall punlshm'ent ‘“‘cruel and unusual’’?
" Discuss legal probes on television:
. Discuss first pffenders and the law,. -
* “The age of chivalry is never past,” said Kingsley, “so

S

‘., ¢
» ol.‘

.What new pollcles ‘exist for grading papers? -
* What new teaching trends are there, either in pedagogy
S ) ¢ subject ‘matter?
‘What are the msponslbllltles of students in high school?
* Develop the thesls:

b is an educagion.”
What besides the mind and soul is educable?

" What will your child’s first teacher expect of him/her?
Give *‘Some Advice and Some Instructions” concerning

education.

“He is wise who learns from everyone,” says a proverb, -
Discuss. : : e

Write on self lmprovement

pDiscuss John Donne’s w&rds, “Go, and’ catch a (alllng

star .

Why is the college presidency such a difficult profession?,.
" Discuss low/high brainpowet.

Discuss opening up new worlds in education.
Discuss learning all the angles of
Discuss a slgnlflcant discovery about

What did Helen Keller say she would concentrate on”
seeing if given only three days to see? D‘scuss her
answer as it concerns you.

Judge the employment outlook over the next ten years.,
"in different-areas of teaching.

One Out.of Every -Five Grownups. ln the United States

Functionally Illiterate, says a h.eadllne Discuss this .-

condltlon . e
What should be the function(s) of an educator? -

. Discuss University admissions policies. .
- What is a data bank, and how does it wqrk?

Law

long as there is a wrong left unredressed on earth.” ”
Discuss: *

Discuss abuses by mlltary cadre.
Discuss illegal drugs in high school.
Discuss “the law’s delay” (Hamlet)

°
S

‘Discuss how one can legally fight the boss.

Regarding a lien on an apartment or on an automoblle,
what is exempt from the law?

Are there any uniform prison/jail standards?

How do natural-disaster victims appeal for government-
assxséavge funds?

How is the legal system belng called upon to judge
mother against father, one lifestyle against another?

What are some unusual legal or insurance services?

In Houston, Texas, there ate thieves of, of all things,
grease—especially cooking grease left outside restau-

] .
’
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. do you know of?
; . Do rcscurch and then write on, the question of who .
) . owns the mailbox legally: Does the governihent own
" It, or does the person whose mall Is directed to it?
What restrictions and $o forth are thcrc on and l’or
mailboxes? ‘
Is hljacklng the “real Bermuda 'I‘rlanglc " asone
. néwspaper has sald? . TN
iy . What Is prison life like in Argcntlna?
. What are some typlcal laws about postcrs—klnds of post-
, ers, kinds of display, and so forth? :
How can one legally protect his/her job? '
_ Where does the court stand on obscenity?' , .
What qrdinances about pornogmphy exist at the small
< -town lcvcl?

N

, Do military or political bodies in the Unltcd Stutcs have

_-arecord of “dealing with’’ people who threaten to
blow the whistle on them?

-Show how “Muzak" hastried to deal with bank robberles
Write ahout the plckpocket conditioné&of a certain area

L Discuss the law about: racial—ethnlc llstlngs or rdentifi
.. - cations.

o What ways does thc law provide for allowlng someone ‘to

7 -get.off the fiook? -
*.. Dlscuss personal property and thc law

Tell,what it was like. during- the 1950s Red Hunt in the
United States.

P " Discuss vrolent encounters outsrde the law.
. .. Discuss mail fraud.. | ™
Dlscuss counterfeit documents—passports vrsas recom-.

£

-mendations, birth certificates, graduation certrflcatcs, )

umverstty transcripts, and so forth
~ Discuss the law and the right to protect news sources

" What does the law do about rape? & - X
_-What does the law do’ statistically about burglaries? -~
What are some legaltbuses by .the FBI” ’
“ Discuss law and the: “fmme Yo
"'Discus$ cracking down on L
* Discuss the comeback(s) of blackhsted wnters

Disciiss sollta;y_ confinement aind the law.-

R “Can students cgllect legal damages from their schools" B
of allegrance”
Considered fromiﬂb legal side, does ou&pate tsystem - ..

What are your i:ights concerning the ple

work? . .
Argentina Requires’Rel;glous Regrstratnon says a
‘headline. Discuss.

»

he law and government

law do about threats? & -, 7,
‘Discuss “The Great American Fraud.”

Discuss the rash of thefts of small alrplanes _
Discuss the law and bnbery ‘.s- .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

rants for plckup What tht:ft of othcr unusual thlngs ~

. Discuss consumer protectron and the law. ,'- RERSERE

Discuss justicein ___ .. - O .

Disctiss computer cnmw;phonc calls made free, .
_»-misuse of bank credi ds, illegal bank withdrawals,

.., and so forth.’ : o C

° - . .
N . . : .

'I‘raVcl,-'l‘ransportatlon T S

Write of a “lifetime’’ car. :
‘Do auto makers put profits ahead of lives? »
Discuss long-distance car travel. 4

Alrbus Newest Plane Entry into Aviation Controvcrsy,
'says a Jack Anderson headline. Discuss

Discusg'modcrn ways of improvmg cars for luxury or
comfort.

" Discuss modern ways of lmprovlng cars*for safety ,

What difficulties would one cncounter in,,takmg a car
into a foreigh country? .

- Discuss bicycle speed barriers. .

" Diséuss four-wheel-drive vehicles.

.

Discuss road discipline. :
Discuss *‘the parking-space neurosrs"r(Art Buchwald)
" Discuss Amcncan drlvmg

Animals, Plari't‘fs., Natural Phcnotnena '

"Discuss the “ammals nobody loves "—rattlesnake, coyote
- and wild mustang v .

DISCUSS the illegal use of contamrnated ammals for l’ood
DISCUSS ‘the abuse of animals. - - '

- Discuss Jat personality. o
Discuss pet cemeteries. ;
Discuss the intelligence of animals. v
How do elephants establish graveyards? - -

~ Do animals have their own terntory”

Discuss animals éhd language.
Discuss animals and neurosis. oy
Discuss the hablts and characteristics of kangadroos.

' _5’ ‘ What ‘does it fean.that the mother mink sets out flve

food settings for, her five chlldren”

Dlscugsostnch anchmg , ,
' Do.we-have anything to fear from blrds" e :
Fleas(‘Bm’é on. People in South Florida, saysa-headlm& 28

DlSm ST : \ . ;
‘What is the truth about the black wrdouﬁ.@plder”
Wlnat is the aht king of the world? | - .,'9’. -
Can anythmg be gained by talkmg ta pl n
Dlsguss huntmg for truffles. . X é




ficuss desert agriculture. S
iscuss Sibetlan resources.. ‘

What Is the value of a: swamp? . e

Do we know what electricity .
Discuss the “challenge of the doep

\

[ 1

.Dlscuss the fact that Europe and Amerlcn were once part

¢ of the same land.

_Discuss the role of the laser in the future

_Whnt did early human beingsbelleve that we ndw do not °

\»"

Consider the ramifications of the Law & Entropy&the
theory that the universe has reached its peak nnd Is
: wlndlng ‘down. . St '

Rellglon Bellefs'

>

belleve?

Ty

Discuss the fact that it has been argued by'some that " .

Jesus came to the American continent; that ancient
-.prophets foresaw the Columbus expeditions. -

What is involved.in splrltual freedom? . "'-‘*.i’\irw

Investlgnte what is meant by the fact that the Vatlcan
may release the Jewlsh catacombs. .

‘What are'some current*!%lglous problems? ' P

“What are some- religious myths that ought tngg,

" What are some religious. questlons that a
: Discuss some mtlmatlons of mortallty/ imi orﬁ'rllty. .,"

ellmlnated? o

r‘-.

nsettled"

Discuss the belief that there are ghosts that don’t know

If actors pi;nrsue a se&’nd career ln the med1a, what is lt' )
"7 usually

AL

\Should news. reporters be entertalners?

what happened to them, that don’t know, for . . [

example, that they ar ghosts or, how they died."
Discuss black. magic of an¢ A ‘
Discuss black § magic of mode! '

- What is the r¢le of the Bible inour natlonnl llfe" -

: ertb about“the snake handle

, an Amencan rellglous
sect, .

| Writé about new rellgrons associgted wnth Chrlstlamty‘

a

Discuss propagandand’ eleetibns.’

Write about new religions not assocnated with
Chr1st|anlty :

Write about the expanslon of religion into televnf\;: ’

Write about the growing relatronshrp bétween rel
and polltlcs

£ N T : /

The Medla, Rhetorrc Communlcatlon '

Is pleasure the t‘lrst attraction of wrrtmg"

o

" Do Kids listén to the woyds of popular music? -

How offensive can television get? - . -
Does the -newspaper. concgrn itself with news?

 Write of any entertnlnment (book movle play, TV
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like, would they change in their. speech hnblts or their
behavlor?

- show, etc.) that wanders aimlessly, without plitpose:
What are some. reasons movie producers havo for delay- .
" Ing the release of their filins?~
Discuss a famops. composer-lyricist team.
‘How is TVx,useﬁn the figld of medicine? ,

A

How does TV presént useful lnformatlon ln an lnterest-"‘

lngway o NS

Why?, - o .

How gan questionable taste ln TV be made ‘moré
. palatable?

~ .Whatisa renl” person in flcthn? -

v

How is & symphony like aplag? - =

" How are.unfair ads,removed by law- from TV or radio?
Write of & campaign waged against a certain advertise.".’
ment, or against certain kinds of advertlsements
Do the children ofistars almost always experlence .

‘neglect along with Tuxury?

How might a writer’s characters come to gain control of
.«ithe writer? -

What do we mean when we say that a-certain TV show |s‘3‘

: “predlctable"? -
Dlscuss the changing shape of televrsnon

The producers of certain bilingual programs for children .

are almlng for “a generation without cuitural hang-

"’ Discuss. A .
‘ A . 7

erte pn legal language. e

...In what way's have certan futuristic novels (such as .
Huxley’s Brave New World and Orwell’s 1984) proved "

o

8

themselves to have been acgurate forecasts?
Write on a certain thebry of meaning.
Write on-the loss of lmportant records. *

-

N

~ Write on certaln word traps 8SSOClat9d w:th the medna -

Write on TV and censorshlp

Tell what the Burna Shave’ commerclals (or other past
American folklore items in advertisements) were like.

Is any second language hard for anyone who comes to it
for the first tlme" N ‘

_“Write on bu’inper ‘stickers as' American dralogue

Where has censorship arrived if book-burmers have - '

" banned a Bobbsey Twins book?

. Write on editorial cartoons.: ’ ' f
erte onESP. = .. ' ' ‘

° Write on bleepmg as a new way ofllfe in America;

+.How can the audience’ at‘t‘ectépmgrammg on televlsnon" )
_ erte about the (imagined) results ofa newspaper recipe

. }It‘ pe le were taped so-that they knew what they sound fy
‘ r_ﬁ/\ ‘ ;.' R
e 7" '
- b

" . ingredients and‘the measures, :

P - . '.' . e
Q \ ~‘*:’=- e “(‘p 0

that had several mistakes.i in'it,say, wnth the ',_’
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Isthe American public reading more, or less?
How accurate are newspapers as keepers of hlstory? oo
How accurate.are historians as keepers of h'fstory"

" “The strength of a community comes from the ability -

and desive of lts people to communicate with one
another, a newspaper item says Dlscuss

o
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+60 - What Can I Writé About? - - B -

. v . ‘_‘v . T . . .o . R 3 A v
The printed word means everything in Washington,tArt . Write of research into cures for cancer. ’
Buchweld observes. Discuss. Write of control of VD. v _
Write o’ propaganda $h Soviet life. - - .. Write on food poisoning. . '.'2'».' ,’
Write on censorship'in a foreign country. . Write on allergies in the homt. Py )
w rite on censorship in advertising. O Is medical science now equnpped ta deal wnth any dxsease"
- What is the translator’ s greatest problem? - Write 6n the @ommon cold, B -; .
. o2
What is the language ofschlzophrerua" Write on fallout and health oy
. Write on the battle for possession of the mind—through’ Write on medical uses of plants and her.{s
Ca radio, television, books, religfon, and sosforth. .

Write on some bxologxcal hazard.

A cartoon asks whethef government will have to set up
+ a Departnient of Paperwork to get xid of paperwork ‘!'Safe Nuclear Burial Unlnkely Geologlsts says a headlme‘

% in gavernment. Discuss. & ; Discuss. -
“" Do newspapers have good worlcf'reportage" ;:»- Write on the bubonic plague of modem times.
What should be the role of television and of newspapers" * xn:e on tf;edmg b)l' ve:{ | ; X ' ted with poli
rite on the special medical unit associated with police
",MWnte of a progranvin which business executives are departments. *

-

learning how to speak, write, and read.u id
_Write of talking books for the blind. ' m -Yrite on carbon monoxide poxsonmg
Is there anything.that can be done to protect public

lWrtl)tezlan essayrxil salute to and in m:mory ofradio. . water from being sabotaged?
“SI : usaie ° aniguage conttaglousf lish- o How can one play it safe thh drinking water?
rite on the growing importance o Eng ishasa i How has plastic surgery for veterans been practiced with
commercial language of the world.’ ‘- great success?,
Wntehorf the lost h: of direct exgrgssllond ‘9 What are some complications of pregnaf)cy?‘
» Are there any good, or even admirable, advertisements? Whatare operational problems of a veteraris’ hospital?
Will Americ2ns be the death of English? -~ :

What new. directions have been taken in epxdemlology?

How might the author of a classic from the last century What does Aristotle observe about sleep and sleepless-
react to today’s analysis of the book? ness? .

Write on over-correctness or pseudo- correctness. b o P )

& . 1Wnte on wheezing and sneezing,
Write on the government’and television. How do pockets of air beneath the-water save lwes"

“ Write on exchanges of favors ar'nong television nb}.works . s» 3

« Write on'the new trend in advertising, in which thereiare -
directattacks on opposing commerclal products.

Write on what television advertisers and television pro-
ducers do to avoid unfortunate juxtaposition between
products and shows.

What are some important miscnceptions about langu&ge"

Politics, Gove'mment History

Write of s6meone who was Immensely successful in! e
first venture at politics. )

How does the Soviet government put down dissidents?

Y : Write on the erosion of freedom in"democratic states,
Does anyone read our greatest books? )
Can freedom be too much for many people to handle as .
What do people write to the editor of the newspaper? it has been said? :

Newsmen Guilty of Felonious éssaults on the Language,’
says TV Guide. Discuss. o

Do Americans p\;efer plain talk to the cliché?

Write an essay, ‘“Two Cheersfor "
How is an aristocrat trained for rule? .
Write an attack on a certain political group Write of an

v Do words often conceal more than they express? - attack that has been made on a certain political group.
L.BJ was conned into giving a pep talk to the wrong The cartoon Blondie says that politicians who promise
troops, 5o that he addressed returning troops as if to put petunia beds in every park do not exuctly stick
they were troops destined far Vietnam. Discuss. their necks out. Discuss.

Do editors read and heed letters to the editor? “ Human mght% Uproar Ias Ignored Cambodia, says a

Jack Anderson headline. Discuss.

Health, Medicine . A 3 o How do secret organizations work to put down those
i * agaipst them?—this question re Dick Gregory’s ..

Write of someqge who has ro;,'g‘ln(‘d eye«lght after - ' ~ accushtlon that the FBI told the Mafia he had criti-

blindness. . cized them.
Write of r(-quﬁed drug wumlngq v - Discuss a politician’s saying, f‘If you vote for me, the
R Write ufhobbles for health . i » " rains will come!” o
Write of #e link between the mind and‘the body. ‘ whws-‘i the passing of the cavalry.
» : . o .
o 69
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o S . g o . Exposition 61
How accurate is histo:y as it is péttrayed ‘on the screen? What usually happens in oft-year elections?
Discuss |mm|grapon (or emigration) policies. . Write on the concept of global responsibility.
What goes on in the army that the army would prefer ' Write of minority representatxon in Amencan govern-
 the publf® not know" ment. s
Write on political sitiganry. . : Write of foreign mt'luence on Amencan govemmental
Wr{ie Jh the transition from one presxdent.to the next. deciSions.
“Write on Democracy and “'Democracyh Why did a certain Japanese admiral say, “We have waked
Wtite on the bureaucratic use otﬂovemmen‘ vehicles . 4 sleepmg giant™?
and other items. “Why is the Bntxsh govemment not enforcmg the metric
How Mular is.the royal famx!y of Great Britain? switch?

~ What part does celebrity status play in politics? .

Write about alive hlstory (lehamsburg, St.
Augustine, etc)

Write on Whl}a House news conferences.
Summanze g*c rtain public ﬁgure s position on a certain

a

issue—amnesty, inflation, the Panama Canal for T
example. ¥ ’ ~ Write of some issue having to do with territorial rights.
What is life in Wﬁhmgton D.C. like? o What happened at Babi Yar? .
What are the vital functions bf the United States Census " What procedifte is behind a presidential decision?
* Bureau? Write of so-called “instant ‘history’ "—bringing the pyra-
Write on government jn the banana repubhcs ' mlds bridges, and so forth of the famous past to the
Write on isladd-hopping durmg World War IJ, " United States. :

_ Wnte on this quotatxon.from Bill Moyers “Mest *

' What, crises play big parts in election ? g
4 s play big pat onsE . : . presidents don‘t rise above their txmes They reflect
Write on prisoner ‘exchanges or spy exchanges. - . their times.” " o
K 2
Can anyone run.for political office The, columnist Andy Rooney wants “a candidate who
*How s it argued that J. Edgar Hoover covéted his tracks? - dreams big and then setsout t@ make the dream come
Explain the Teapot Dome Scanda), ’ . true,” Write of such a candidate that you know of.
. What was the last blow to the South in the American .
Civil W% " ' . .
.. ' . Y o
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What Argumentation Is

In its root sense, arguméntation"musters proof
and brings it forth in order to persuade, defend,
or, at times, attack. In that stricter sense this

process of writing is logical and formal, Let us -

free the term from its dictianary sense and let it
‘come to grips w1th anything from a legal brief to
a political donnybrook Exposition fights to
explain, argumenta,tlon to win. ‘

How to Write Argumentatlon

Once again, clarity is essential as with any kind
of writing. We emphasize it again here because

argument so often tends to become melded with
emotion. Even if argumentatwegmatenal demands

a certain degree of ambiguity or subjectiveness, ,
the one who urgues should be clear about it, The

word ‘‘argue’ is akin to ‘‘argent,” which meant

“silver’” in its archaic usage, “whiteness’’ other-

~wise, and in either case suggests clarifying or
purifying through refinement. The reader—es-

pecially the one who is likely: to disagree with

“the writer Lo begin with—will chuck every impu-
rity back at the writer. There would be nothing

‘unpalatable to spit out in an tdeal argument so

clear that the reader would have to swallow:it.
A balanced,

“more proof than opinion. Nothing is more likely
to put,people off than a hedgehog piece of writing
- bristling with opinions. Reason and logic are not
the end-all of anything, however, though we
sometimes find it comfortjng to believe they
..might be. Emotion is powerful; it has moved

nations. But emotional appeals are skitfishr They .

tend to bolt off the track. Riding them rhetori-
~ cally is dangerous even for experienced writers.
" Anyone attempting to argue from emotion
should remember that the faster the heart ruaces,
the tighter the rein.

.,

62' , : ‘ li R

reasonable approach is often
most effective, and it is always better to gather

It can be instructive simpfy to argue a position
for the fun of it, to play the devil’s advocate.
But when you turn serious about it and are out
to win the day you had best believe in what you
are doing. Be sincere. Sincerity convinces. It will
help you see clearly through the thick of things.
Anything else will work against you. Truth per- .
sists between the lines of a hypocritical page like
checked light through a lattice.

Integrity, then, is the place where you make
your stand. Imagination can bréaden the field.
Reason, logic, emotion, humor, irony, satire—
any of these can be viable forms of argumenta-
tion. How you use them is another matter. You
might find §ourself brandighing a polemical club.

. (Writing polemically is offen fooked down upon

in this age of media hype, but it is well to
remember that in his own day Milton was prob-
ably better known for his pamphleteering than

. f% his poetry.) Or is it an irenic olive branch -

brush across, the page? Then maybe you
turn acrobat, tumble your argument on its grin-
ning head, much as Swift did’ when he made his
modest proposal. Circumstance will have its say.

- Only stand flrmly in the integrity of your argu-

ment.

Y

* Locating Subjects for Argumentation

Argumentation is another substantial section of
this book. Almost anything can become contro-

. versial, including most of the subjects listed in .

this book. A word of caution, though, before
this chapter is crossed with other disciplines and
techniques: It is best to keep forms and priorities
straight. Creative writing, for example, is, geh-
erally speaking, ill suited for the purpose of*
argumentation. Powetful arguments can he made
creatively, but the difference between argumen-

tation and art is definitive.
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' Educatlon Learmng, Expenence

3_-"W1iat ought to be the rules for t bilmgual educatloh"

‘Why should we read “‘that old stuff’"? ) "32,,

" What ought thé university to demand of its students?

Where should_gpllege and unliversity costs be cut?

Where should be the limits of aid for schools?

Is it criminal to omit to teach? '

Is there too much (or is there not enough) hair- spllttmg
in edutation? e

Which is it better to see: the forest, or the tree,s'.{

Agree/disagree: There are some who see neithier the
forest nor the trees.

What is the place of, or what should be the place of, the.
scholar in public life?” =

What debt does education owe to the past?

Argue for/against functional-literacy tests.

- Argue for/against travel as education.

: Argue for/against Samuel Johnson’s opinion, “The
Giant’s Causeway is worth seeing, but not worth
* going to see.”” In other words, argue whether it is
best to go out of your way to see sometthg, or to
see it only incidentally.

Argue for/against proliferation in education.

Argue for/against easy A’s or the profusion of A’s.

Argue for/against letter grades. /

Argue for/against al_lowing students (especially young

" children) to thoése for themselves among educational
alternatives. v

Agree/disagree: “A little learning is a dangerous thing.”
—Pope.

Agree/disagree with John Dewey s opinion about the
purpose of the university.

Agree/dlsagree with Cardinal Newman’s oplmon about
“the purpose of the university. '

Agree/disagree: “The modern university is the survival
of everyone, the failure of no one.”

Agree/disagree with the argument that politicians and
bureaucrats should be required to take literacy tests.

Agree/disagree with the time-arrangement for y_oﬁr
school year.

Agree/disagree: Teaching has failed.

Agree/disagree: There are too niany rcstrictlons on
teaching.

Agree/disagree: There are not epough restr;’ctlons on
students.

Agrec/disagree: National tests should be chayged % that
they do not probe psyches but.instead prcf%e kn ow ’.
ledge and the use of knowlcdgc o el

_ Agree/disagree: There 1s,~t<)o much tlme off arﬁpng s,tu
dents for specfhl-actifjties. , .

Argue for/against sch%uycm ' S

Argue for/against se ¢ tion

Argue for/against. teacher strikes.

‘Argue for/against prlvn‘tegsthool-, . i

.

.'!s‘
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) - ' o Argumentation

Argue for/agamst books,\ .s.'_. T ‘ﬁ' -

. “FEArgue for/agamst censorshrp of certaln kinds of books

Argue for/against letting the student teach other
students. i
~ Argue for/against open discipline by teachers.
Argue for/against a certain change in the curriculum.
Argue for/against a university education.
" Argue Tor]against. penodlcally grading teachers on thenr
~ subjects. -
Argue for/agalnst fratermtres/sororltres
Argue for/against student govemment X T
Argue for/against strictness of form in school work.
'Argue for/against precision in word choice and spelling.
Argue for/against co-education. T f :
Argue for/agalnst busmg of students to promote integra-
- tion. -
Argue for/against setting a personal goal early in life.

Argue for/against parental ddxrectnon in determining 7%
children’s careers.

Argue for/against high reglstratlon fees.
Argue for/against playing soft music during examinations.
Who ought to be permitted to serve on,the school board?

Who ought to have the responsnbrlrtyi(and authonty) for
educational policy?

What is the limit, if any, of academic freedom?

On what should one be graded:.performance, or ability?

‘Agree/disagree: “We live, increasingly, in a society In
~ which poor students are not flunked, and bad workers
cannot be fired. We should not wonder that we are
drowning in shoddiness.” (George Will) r

Apree/disagree: It is possible to'be an expert in mmany  —
things nowadays. .

Discuss argumentatively, and in terms of experlence
“The most interesting thmgs are those that didn’t
occur.’ t

Discuss argumentatively, and in terms of experience:
The author of Genesis had ‘‘no conception of the
stars.” (Clarence Darrow)

Agree/disagree: Sometimes children misbehave because
they want to be gorrected.

Argue for/against being young again.

Argue for/against spanking.

Argue for/against adolescent freedom.:

Discuss argumentatively whether there is anything not
yet done that is worth doing.

Agree/disagree: “Human kind cannot bear very much_
reality.””—T. S. Eliot

e pDoEs American hlstm’y as it is taught ln school tell the

"t truth? .
Does science as it is taught in school tell-the truth?
: “Christmas comes too early.”
Agree/disagree: “There’s nothing wrong with sameness.”’
Agree/disagree: It i3 ¢asier to be reasonable than unrea.
sonable.” : ’

-~
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/ 64 What CanIWrite About?

- [

Agree/dxsagree Solitude is one of the happiest routes to
happiness.

Agree/disagree: Solitude is one of our best teathers.

Agree/disagree with the opinion about experience that

good is not always rewarded and evil is not always
punished.

In growing up, doés Hope remain supreme, or does it not
even reign at all?

Agree/disagree, with regards to education and experience:
“Damn braces. Bless relaxes. "~William Blake

Does phllosophy have a real place in the world? Should
it occupy as'important’a place as it does in educating
us? ‘

Should everyone be admitted to the .umversxty" Should
there be no restrictions on entry?

Agree/disagree: The mxcrocomputer m,gducatxon isa
passing fad.

Agree/disagree-that students should be allowed t6 sue
schools for wrongly educating them.

What should be taught?
What should not be taught?
- Argue for/against federal spending for education.

Argue for/against student employment as hn education
or important experience. - .

Argue for/against the function of the uhiversity as a
giver of moral education, -

What modern songwriter’s songs could be fruitfully
studied in school?

Agree/disagree with the opinion of Henry, Baron
Brougham: “Education. makes a people easy to lead,
but dxfflcult to dnve easy to govern, but 1mposs1ble
to enslave.”

“According to Sir Francis Bacon, what, why, and ought
. we to read? Agree/disagree wnth hlS statement.

'Should students be paid as an encouragement for them
to attend school? :

What knowledge is needed before all other knowledge?

Agree/disagree: Teachers should enliven their classes
with entertmnment

Discuss argumentatxvely any modern book which edu-
cated and changed the world.

Argue a'particular way in which textbooks should be
chos¢en. =~ 7. 4
Argue the ponnt whethern‘ear mhsos teach anythlng

Jsit true that “what is asserted witliout proof may be
denied without proof”" . k]

* Argue what truth is and where to find it.
Argue for a civics clasg syllabus as you would teach it.
Agrec/dlsagree with the opinion that knochdge can get
Codn the way. S
Does what we don’t know hurt us?
What, 1f anythlnt,, 5hould be done about absenteeism in
school? %
Is it true that, as novelist John Gardner has said, our. -
schools are “throu’/’n up like barricades in the way of

. -

¢

f

young minds’*? Does school education thwart, or
does it assist, life education?

“Discuss argumentatively Edna St. Vincent Millay’s poetic

" statement, ““And he whose soul is flat—the sky/Will’
cave in on him by and by.”

Discuss argumentatively T. S. Eliot’s poetic statement,
“Teach us to care and not to care./Teach us to sit
still.”

Discuss argumentatively Max Beerbohm’s statement,
“The Socratic manner is not a game at which two can
play.”

Discuss argumentatively Emerson’s statement, “A
foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.”

Discuss argumentatively Browning’s statement, “Burrow
awhile and build, broad on the roots of things.”

Discuss argumentatively the statement by Sinclair Lewis,
““We are coming out . . . of the stuffiness of safe, sane,
and incredibly dull provincialism.”

Discuss argumentatively: ‘“A worthy idea is one that
withstands resistance.”

Agree/disagree with Thoreau’s argument that it is not
necessary to travel in order to learn. '

Discuss argume,ntatxvely ‘““A popular governmepl, with- -,
out popular information or the means o acquiring it,
is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy or perhaps

s both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a
people who mean to be their own governors must arm
themselves with the power which knowledge gives.”
(James Madison)

" Discuss argumentatively Sir Francis Bacon’s statement,

““Silence is the virtue of fools.”
Discuss argumentatively-Sir Thomas Browne’s statement,
“‘We carry within us the wonders we seek without us.”

Discuss argumentatively Thomas Henry Huxley’s state-
ment, “Irrationally held truths may be/more harmful
than reasoned errors.’

Discuss argumentatively Ezra Pound’s statement, ‘It was
you that broke the new wood,/Now is a time for carv-
ing.”

Argue for/against any of the following schools: Harvard,
Yale, Stanford, West Point.

Agree/dlsagree ““Still water runs deep.” (Does it run at
-all, by the way?)

Agree/disagree with the argument that grades indicate
something about achievement.

How can it be that, as John Donne said, “afflictionisa -
treasure’’?

Argue a particular formula or standard for judging when
a'person is educated. Argue the evaluation of your .,
education.

Argue the point whether it is fun to have to-work in
order to know.

Argue whether there should be less rhetorlcygnd more
action in teaching.

Argue what the best lesson is that education gives.

Argue whether history {3 “bunk.”

Argue.for/against reading only for pleasure.
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Argue for/aghinst the opinion that there is too much
learning and too little common sense.

Argue for/against the junior college or communrty
coliege. v . . .

Argue for/against some procedure at a jumOr'COIIege or a
community college.’ . N

What questlons are there that mlght be asked but
shouldn’t be answered? :

Argue for/pgmnst the Opmlon that the reach ol’ the
imagination Is infinite’ :

Argue for/agarnst the opmlon that teachers have enough '.

time to teach.

Argue t'or/agamst the oprmon that the term * unknown
quantity’’ can be used in some academic drscrpllne :
other than science or mathematfcs. .

Argue for/against the opinion that people are what they
observe and absorb. .

Law . 'Y '

Argue for/against open meetings.

Argue what should be done about spouse abuse."

Agree/disagree with Tolstoy s statement, “All are gurIty, )

none is rnnocent -t
Agree/disagree: Everyone breaks the law,

Argue what should be done under the law about noise -
pollution.

Argue what should be done under the law to regulate ,
charity organizations.

Argue for/against lie-detector tests - »i .
What should be done under thevlaw about cham letters"

What law(s) should be. created for cert’am ‘new ways of
life?

Argue for/against “privrlege under law “
What old laws, if any, should,be re lnstrtuted"

v

Argue for/against some general posrtrop the law takes. ok

What can be done, or what should be done, to a biased
or prejudiced )udge" L

Argue forﬁzgalnst the oplnlon that crrmmals proflt from
counsel:

Argue for/against the 55 mph speed limit. 5o

Argue what ought to be dope about drugs . l : '-
-Argue what ought to be done about drug pushers’
Who ought to be} or who ought not to-be, arrested"

o _' Argue for/against a cettﬁm lrght sentence or heavy

a '

1’{3 Argue for/agalrél;

Argumentation 65
What ought to-be done under the law about stray
animals? o . .
Argue for/against abortion as conslder‘ed under the law. !
Argue for/against a certain hunting or fishing law.

Argue for/agmnst the contention that in law itis best to
- dct. alone in defense of oneself, . :

Argue for/against alaw requiring parents to leave a.
legacy fortheir chrldren s .

Argue for/against. the argument thal: there ought tobe a
way to earn specral prrVrleges under the law.

Argue for/against um‘narged palice. cars.
" Argue for/against arnbulance hustle

* Argue for/against mm(ﬁ' oft’ehges emg‘lega]ly treated as |

. .major ones. Loy S T
Argue f(f'/agalnst ma]or offensea belng legally treated as )
minor ones,,

- " Argue for/against treating. adolescents as ad ults are treated oy

" under the law. S

sentence handed down. - " .
- Argue what ought to-be'legally doné to punlsh a foreign ¢
“nation that has cammitted a crime agamst the United E o
States. - . Py o s s
~Argue, for/agamst questromng the judge, ‘ : ’
R‘rgue for/against courtroom televrsron
Argue for/against the )ury system as it is. o
"Argue the polnt whether llleg‘a,l acts gy a presrdent are
x excusable .o ST
Argue what o Jhit tobe done wlth the accused who : oL
. .await trig f.&*f’w Mo 2. : ¥

yaxcy IR
t;}:;. advertlslng ‘ T

'l'”

ArgUe-the polnt whether anythmg gets done under the \lf’ylrgue fo;/against .
law from radicadl post‘lo L, Argue for/aglw)st :
Agree/drsagrga The fafﬁ&r org child ls ot always oo Aréue t’or/aganist ChF¥Nn T
known; the'mother is—so why should. not the mother s py:lses). i e . "
last hame be used for ¢hildren? . 23 Argué for/ \ w:atchall law—-that is, one that covers
Argue for/a(,amst adoptlon by single parents e man tl'?é & e time. » . ; .
Argue whaf parénfal responslbl]lty Js under the law "\ What ougl‘ 2 isk*ane under the law about antrtrust
 Argup whether it depénrfs o’ "the, lndrvrdual to say what violations??> /

" is g9 -and whn.ls bad A
; 'What s )Kuld the la&g(bl- cpncermng consorthp? o
» What-should be,(fqny'fb pl‘dtéct patmits in nurx,lng,
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What standar(ls 'ght there to be for medlcal su tl?

What sgifety codes ‘ought there to be for tral’flc chases, , "+ -
ambulances and so forth? :



66 WhatCanl Vg{ e About?

Argue for/against crackig dow%on jaywalkers.

Argue for/against the right to die. :

Argue for/against gun control.

Argue for/against being required to serve on a jury.

Argue whether herorn should be legally used as a pain-
killer. .

Argue whether actors should be legally responsible for
claims they make for the products they endorse.

Argue whether it is 50 that, as George Halifax said,“Men

are not hanged for stealing horses, but that h6rses
may not be stolen.”

Who ought to be responsible for paying for a window
. broken by a child under fifteen?

What laws ought there to be about kidnappmg?

What standards ought there to be for legal remuneratrve
awards?

protect innocent bystanders?

Lv‘

What laws are there, or what laws ought there to be to e;‘g

\."&:f"

. \and‘one owns.””

Argue«fbm&mst tha positlon that the self is private

A%

Argu{fmrfggainst puttmg capltal pumshment on national
& televxsion. o

A‘rguq-' or[agalnst‘standmg alone for what we believe in,

73,

ithout help.

i'lught to’ be the law for protecting private citizens
dinst harassment by government.officials?

D st;ms Jobn Locke’s statement, ‘“The end of the law is, -

"‘ o

rr;pt to. abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge
vg‘fjreedom no

e~for/against a law that restrrcts freedom.
Qi:gue for/against absolute free speech

. Aé;iue for/against the right of brgots to be heard, to be

ad to march, to protest..
zAr 16 Io:;/agalnst a certa { legality concerning athletics.
A ree/disagree “No one as the right to destroy the

ey

(13 I)
Discuss argumentatively Thomas DrummOnd’s statement,g AW (and shouigi}punlshment always fit the crime

“Property has its duties-as well as its rights,”

Wnte an argumiﬁ?atwe essay about the law entitled
- 'ﬂWhat s Yotiks'Isn’t Mine,”

Argue whether drivers should be regularly retested. ,g' f Sﬁ; tai al ti “

Argue whether there should be a maxxmum age for o L Ue o:')/ awc;;r: tnoggcnti; or?;:: tcc)esshc;pea:vgoers
Sl L drivers. - : ’ ;
Le “*?’ Wh ] % e done to’ protect people from being

»

“.(for tax purposes, let us say) a legal gambler: +**
What laws ought there to be to protect privacy? ,
What laws otxgm there to be to protect confidentiality? .

P Argue whether a stock markcter should be consrderaq Hf'“ i

e nd’i

; rl’ately committed to insane asylums?
" What ougth fﬁb-'be done about property taxes?

What s?wtil!Jf ‘be the punishment for second offenders?
“tol &fst offenders? -

‘. %l 'whtalfell bsocs’:ei},;t there tf’ be to protéct workers from ; ,,_Y‘Omtﬁhaliﬁcations ought to exist for a police chief?
i What&laws qgght there to be to protect bosses from thexr?; . wllw ualifications ought to exist for a trial ]udge?
Lo “workers?> 4} "",%ﬂﬁat@l’gdmentative posltion does some sacred book
. r-,,'»;';;‘ Dlscuss argumentatively Edmund Burke’s statemen" M’g‘i:}i (Bible, Talmud, or Koran, for example) take on some
g “There is a limit at whlch forbearance ceases "‘y% .~ public questions suchas capital punishment, abortjon,
H*, ’ virtue. 25 pacifism, and so forth?
v Discuss argumentafively W, H Auden S comment , Who has the right of way?
o ’ “shalt not it with;statisticians nor commrt a soeia o, We reierve the Tight to . '
) science.” " Whaf recotirse under the law Is there for ? What
< Argue for/agamst capital ﬁunishment as seen only from recourse ought there to be?
deo %o Y the concept of justrce gy : Argue for/against the posltron that Brngo is a form of

Argue for/against a Certain pardon
Argue for/ngamst a certain extradition.-

S [
4 .
.

P

»the law), .
Argue Ior/agmnst the de-emphasls pt # certain law, -
a the rights of children ought to be under

considered, should/shouldmt}t be allowed

" to drive?
Argue for/ﬂi!ﬂlnst the strictercnforcemcnt*ot ;raffic laws.
{%hould polucal lying be considered a crimt"?
'. Argue for/against the measure-for- mem;ure eye. for -an-

* Argue for/against mlnding your own businesﬁ(h&“rtgards .

o, $J eye law." ‘
v AR Should those who make war be the only ones whaq have
s ; 45 tafight it? .
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legal gambling,

Discuss argumentatively ‘Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s
statement, ‘A mob is no more intelligent than its
least intelligent member.”

Discuss argumentatively the right to remain silent and
not reveal the source of certain information.’

Discuss argumentatively the headline, Escapee Sues
Jailers for Allowing Him to Break Out

Intcrpret argumentatively a single passage of the United
States Constitution regarding elections, immigration,

- personal rights, gun laws, and so forth.

Argue who ought to have immunity in politics, medlclne
Jaw, religion.

Argue the point who owns space.

“Argue the point who owns the'seas.

v
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Argue the pomt whether grand juries further justice or
hinder it

Argue whether there was obstruction ofjustice at Kent
State. . S

Argue what should be done under the law with terrorists
when they are captured.

Look into the local laws and see which of them ought to
be obsolete

Should. Stalm be tried, at ieast for the recotd, for miurder?

Argue who can’ be legally excluded from being given
f'nancial credit. '

‘Argue-for/against the position taken by Emperor
Ferdinand I,.'Let justice be done though the world
perish.”

Discuss argumentatively a Southern Illmons Group that
tried to have power to investigate foreigners and to
institute university dress codes. »

Accidents caused by drunk drivers are not involuntary,
it has been said; the argument is that the drivers
want to drink and therefore should be responsible for
their volution. Discuss this point argumentatively.

What should be a telephone law? ,

Discuss argumentatively the Blue Laws, especially with

regard to such contradictions in them as that someone . -

- can buy beer on Supday but not ice.

Discuss argumentatively this newspaper quotation: “‘A
Roman Catholic bishop says restoration of the death:
penalty is “‘counterproductive to the pro- <life crushde
of the church’.”

Should one be required to stand up durlng the national
anthem? RO

Write an argumentative essay éntitled “Which Is Better,
Military Justice or Civilian Justrc@""

Discuss argumentatively the fact that France still uses
the guillotine for ekecution, though a bill has been
sent to the French Senate tp abolish it.

Argue for/against the Biblical Injunction, “Judge not,
that you be not judged.” -

Discuss argumentatively the fact that a certain paint- -
sniffer said he sniffed paint because God gave it to
sniff.

Discuss 'argunmentatively alcoholism and the law.

Discuss argumentatively whether citizens need more
police protection during strikes,

Discuss argumentatively a Jeffrey Hart column whose

headline reads, ‘‘Sacco and Vanzetti Memorial Nothing
But Political Freak-Out.”

N

Government, Politics

. Should proceedings of office ‘holders b televised?

. 'Argue for/against rule by aristocracy
.Arguc for/against MacArthur s firing by Truman.

Q
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Arguo some point having to do with local or reg,ional
lnter(.sts '
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1

What shquld be the restrictions on publlc funds used by
politicians?

Argue for/against Ayn Rand’s posltion(s) as stated in her
books. ;

Discuss argumentatlvely, and concerning government,
Thonias Gray’s statement ‘“A favorite has no friend.?

Agree/disagree: “’I'he world needs troublemakers.”
*Agree or disagree with the opinion that the leon Frost
interviews were useful. -

Agree or disagree with the opinion that Sir Thomas More
was the admirable person that popular history says
he was.

Agree/dlsagree “The gre/it man cannot be overly .
cautious.” :

Argue for/against a certain position taken by a president

Argue what a recent poll proves.

Agree or disagree with the opinion that the United States
should make a certain reparation.

Argue whether a power structure prevails ifi the United
States government

Argue whether Puerto Rico should be made a state in’
the United States.

Argue what the United States can do to.control treat-
ment of foreign peoples in their countries.

Discuss argumentatively John Fletcher’s statement, “Let
the world slide.”

Argue whether the United States Is prepared for
Argue how the United States might prepare for

" Argue for/against keeping things the way they are in

Argue for/against the premise of.a certain movie on
politics or government. 8

Argue for/against political or financial controls of news."
papers. et .

Argue for/against shaking up the system.
Argue for/against write-in ballots.

- Argue for/against a political watchdo'g pr'ogram

Argue for/against warrantless actrvrtles by the govern~
ment. :

Argue for/against government materlals/premlses/prom-
ises. ,

Argue for/agalnstyouthful people in high political places.

Argue for/against the very old in high political places.

Agree/disagree' “Something for everyone is nothing for
anyone.’

Argue for/against a top-heavy government.

Discuss Walt Whitman’s statement, “The United States
themselves are essentially the greatest poem.”

Discuss whether our foreign policy is in a shambles.

Agree/disagree: “There are teo many people—and con-
sequcntly there is too much confusion—in Civil
Service.” .

Agree/disagree: “Only in America do we pretend to wor:

‘ship the majority, reverently listening to the herd as lf
Gallups this way and that.” (Gore Vidnl)
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68  What Can I Write About? o

'>A'rgue for/against military government.

Argue for/against: “The govérnment should be respon-
sible for toxic-waste problems.”

Argue for/against a political |nd|v1dual who is generally
considered radical. -

Argue for/against the Peace Corps or some other such
peripheral body of the government. R

Argue for/agalnst the opinion of Samyel Johnson
“‘Patriotism is the last refuge of a s

Argue for/agalnst revealing goXernmenkgecres.

Argue for/against the opinion of Samuel Johnson, “He
who praises everybody praises nobody.”

Argue for/against the opinion of John Dryden, ‘‘Better’
one suffer, than a nation grieve.” ;

“The king never dies,” said Sir William Blackstone.
Argue whether the President of the United States
ever dies.

Argue for/against a United States Parliament.

'Arglité t'or/against the Constitution. - °

Discuss argumentatively the contention by Charles James’
Fox that “The right of govemmg isa trust,nota
property.”

Discuss argumentatively the statement by Thomas*
Jefferson, “No duty the Executive had to perform
was so trying as to put the rlght man in the right
place.”

‘Discuss argumentatively the opinion that those who are
behind the president are the ones who really ought to

be watched carefully.

Discuss argumentatively the opinion of Samuel Johnson
that ‘‘Most schemes of political improvement are very
laughable things.” .

Argue Kor/agalnst a modest government proposal.

Argue for/agmnst certain political appointments instead
of élections.

Argue for/against a- fninorit.y figuje for president..-

. Just to sharpeh your argumentative skills argue against

voting. ‘

Argue a certain appointment that the president ought to
make. fos

Discuss argumentatively Henrik Ibsen’s quotatlon (from
one of his play chamcters) “The minority is always
right.”

Argue what you can do when you dlsagree with the gov-
ernment. .

Argue what the postal service can do to come out even, '
or perhaps even maké money.

Agree/disagree with the opinion that we need polltlcal ‘
heroes today. -

Discuss argumentutively this quotation from Thomas -
Jefferson: “When a man assumes a public trust, he
should consider himself a public property.”

Discuss argumentatively thls quotation from Robert
Frost: “Good fences make good neighbors.”

Discuss argumentatively the opinion that the state is the
greatest danger to the well-being of humanity.
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Discuss argumentatively how we can pay back the
founders of the nation.

Dlscuss argumentatively what fight ought to be waged
over America’s future.

Discuss argumentatively what should be the prime target
of government reform.

‘Discuss argument.at.lvely how you can bully t.he govern.

»~~ ablefor19__

-

ment.

Discuss argumentatively whether nice guys finish last.
in politics.

Discuss argumentatively this quotation from George
Halifax: “To the question,’'What shall we do to be
saved in this world? there is no other answer but this,
Look to your Moat.”

Argue whether it is reasonable to think that people don t
really want bureaucracies to end.

What would make a drat't of necessary or desir-

Discuss argumentatlvely the Spanish proverb, “The
monkey dressed in silk is still'a monkey.”

Argue whether statesmen are born great or whether
they rise to, greatness.

Atgue whether only the “bad guys” win in polltlcs

Argue what the government can do to help those with-
out food. .

Discuss argumentatively the statement by William Ralph
Irige, “‘Democracy-is,only an experiment in govern-
ment, and it has the obvious d|sadvantage of merely
countlng votes |nstead of welghlng them.”

Discuss argumentatively the statement by Robert Frost,
“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” .

Argue whether government would protect freedom of
speech where the people did not insist upon it.

Argue whether the second word of the term * sociaI
security” is mlsleadmg

Argue what is an inescapable future for the United States.

Argue whether it is possible to be an Independent in
politics.

Is it too difficult to get rld of incompetent civil servants?

Argue whether the American Civil War has been the.
worst internal event of tﬁ},-United States.

Argue that the announced intentions of the government
are different from the demonstrated intentions.

War and Peace, Strife, Violence o

Agree/disagree: ‘“The greatest offense against good is to
speak evil of it.”—William Hazlitt

Discuss argumentatively *“Wild animals never kill for
. sport.”—James Anthony Froude .
Discuss argumentatively Thomas Jefferson’s saying,
‘A little rebellion now and then is a good thing.”
Discuss argumentauvely the quotation from Ihsen’s
dramatic work, “One shouldn’t put on his best .
trousers to fight for what Is right.”

© %y

7y



Drscuss argumentatrvely the statement by the cartoon
character Thumper, ‘‘If you can’t say anything good "
about somebody, dén’t say anything at all. ”

Argue for/against protesting the protester

Argue for/against the contention that war is, according
to Norman Angell, “the, great illusion.” :

Argue for/against a certain kind of warfare.

Argue which is more threatening to the human race:
nuclear war, or ground war. .

Argue for/against power.

Argue what is necessary for peace in the Near East.

Argue for/against the neutron bomb.

Argue where tie moral responsibility- lies for atrocities

,-of war—whether with the political leaders, the
¥ military leaders, the enlisted soldiers, the munitions
factory employees the inventors or developers of

. weaponry, or the.people as a whole..

‘Argue whether TV violence relieves the “dark side”’ of
.people.-Do people unconsciously need violence
through entertainment to displace their own disposi-
tion'to violence?

Whrch is worse, pornography or, to quote Tom Wolfe, .

pomovlolence"?

Discuss argumentatrvely the Biblical statement, “The
race istndt to the swlft nor-the battle to the strong.”

Argue for/against the loving-of one’s enemies.

Argue for/aﬁainsf the opinion that the saying should be
“Speak loudly but carry’a little stick.”

Dlscuss argumgntatrvcly the violence in sports, to in€lude

¢

.

violence in the grandstands among sports spectators. -

Discuss argumentatively Thomas Fuller s statement “It

“ s asilly game where'nobody wins.’

Discuss argumentatively (but with reference to his obvr-
ous irony) George Orwell’s statement in 1984: “War
is Peace, Freedom is Slavery, Ignorance is Strength ”

Discuss argumentatlvcly the Biblical statement “Letno

man’s heart fail because of Goliath,”
L«Discuss argumentatively how much ehough force is and
~ how much too much force is.

Dlscuss argumentatively what can most assure national
-security. E

Discuss argumcntatlvely whether the prcsrdcnt rcally has
anything to do with *making war.’

Discuss-argumentatively Richard L. Tobin’s statement
about television violence: “There is little connection
evinced between the use of,violence and the suffering

- such acts [of violence] would inflict in real life.”

Discuss argumentatively whether a person—say, a presi-
dent—should be honored for having changed a posrtlon
that had been harmful to humanity.

Agree/disagree: Guns are not a step-above the clubs ot’
cave people.

Argue what condition is beyond protest.

Argue what the root of all evil is:

Argue whether passive resistance works. |, . .

Athletics, Outdooi®

Argue for/against challenging the referee’s decision.
Argue for/against a certain 'zithlete’s retirement.

_Argue for/against the calling of a certain play.

Argue for/against the pay of superstar athletes.

. A‘u'gue for/against social protest by-way of athletic events.
" Argue for/against.the instant replay as arbitrator.

Agree/disagree: In working for perfection in their sports,
many athletes practice the wrong things

Argue for/against the contention that coaches should be
given a certain time t6 produce winning teams.

Agree/disagree: ‘Nobody. loses ail the time.
-Agree/drsagree ‘Nobody wins all the time.
, Argue for/against the high ¢ or l‘ow rating of a certain

athlete.
Argue for/against huntlng or frshmg—or the killing of a
particular creature, such as the eagle. 4

. Argue for/agarnst frreworks

Freedom, Free Will o S
Discuss argumentatively “Fr,eedom of the press belongs
to the one who owns one.’

Discuss argumentatively the opinion of Samuel Johnson,
_ “The will is free, and that’s that”> ~ * - 3

Agree/disagree: “Freedom is survival.” L

. Agree/disagree: “All Americans are l‘ree

Agree/disagree: “The worst frustratron of all is getting
what you want .

’

rI‘l‘ansportation

- Argue t‘or/against the opinion that car buyers.usually '

have to pay too much for extras , .
for too many extras.

Argue whether a certain major roadway.is correctly de-
signed for smooth transit.

A ree/disagreer Drivers of erghtee’n wheelers are a threat
to other drivers.

Which is the best moving company? s

Argue whether the old cars are as good as they are said
tobe. 7

. or have to pay

_ Argue for/against bicyclcs as replacements for'cars ina

certain locale. - )
Argue for/against using a car in New York City.

it

-Argue for/against going back to trains.

Argue for/against seat belts. s

* . Argue what the best outboard motor is.
. Argue what the best transport for cargo by land is.

Argue whether public transportation servants are over-

worked. : i
.. Argue what the old had that the new one does
not. . Chy '
Argue what the new has that the old one did
not. =
. ! ¥
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Eating, Drinking, Health

Argue for/against exercising,
Argue for/against fasting,

- Argue for/against dieting.
Argue for/against a certain diet.

Argue for/against the claims of the health food
adherents. - ’

Argue for/against the effectiveness of Vitamin C for
controlling colds, :

' : Argue for/against eating Vegetables exciusiveiy

for/againpst polluting the air rather than genying

stomach: -

Argue what the most usefui food is.

Axgue how you can get by in a drinking crowd without
. drinking but without making a big deal about it.

‘Argue whether there ought to be a law against teievnsnon

cqmmercials that advertise foods children ought not
to eat

)

Argggfor/agamst eating ‘meats exclusively.
h

‘ ‘ Religion Creation

Argue whether there' was a rehgious purpose in the crea

tion of the world..

gue for/against the watch-and watchmaker conceptibn

..of areation, o

'rgue for/against doubt unbehef or questiomng

A Argue whether God is retired, dead, alive and active. ’

Discuss argumentatively this quotation from John,
. Gardner the novelist: “Reiigion s chief value s its
_conservatism: It keeps us in touch with what at least
one section of-humanity has beheved for.centuries.”

What, in reiigious terms, Is the highest good" the lowest
evil?

Is there evepa time in religious terms, when iying or
even hypocrisy is better than truth?.

Agree/disagree: Tobacco is “‘a branch ofthe sin of

drunkenness, which is the root of all sins. ”—James I

-of England =

When does the censor who is reiigiousiy oriented inost
« show sense?

: Argpe whether there is a’paradise on earth

Medicine Psychology

Agree/disagree: Sometimes peopie don t-feel we]l be-
cause they don’t want to,

Argue what the obligation is of a medical doctor p
Argue for/against faith healing. = «

" Argue for/againstimedical treatment.

. Argue ror[against tréatment with herbs.
Argue for/against donation, of human organ';

s Ar;,ue for/uguint."t naturai chlidbirth

: Science and Progress

)

. Argue tité point whcther it is possible-to argue with (t%at? o

Argue the point whether it is possibic to fool Naturef} ;

e

Agree/disagree: The idea of biofeedback Is as ugiy as the

"~ word itself,
Argue the best way to break a habit harmful to the
health,
Argue fqr/against taking a certdin injection chpiii
Argue for/against the reduction ofthe number of and
power of X-rays.

" Argue for/against stricter quahﬁcations for the medicai
doetor. ~

Discuss argumentatively, and in terms of psychology: “I

love to keep work by-me: the idea of getting rid of it

. nearly breaks my heart. ”—(paraphrased from-Jerome
Jerome) e

* Discuss argumentativeiy, and in terms of psychoiogy

““The existence of ESP cannot be proved.”

* Discuss argumentatively, and in terms of psychoiogy

“Deny yourself’ is the never-ending song.”"—~Goethe

Discuss argumentativeiy, and in terms of psychology:
Regarding change, *
wposttxon and be’ bruised in a riew place.” .

&

bl
Axgue for/against Lake Nicaragua as the snte ofa pro-
posed canal, .
Argue for/against a sea-level canai
Argue for/against the theory of _ .
Argue for/agamst recyciing <

Argue for/agamst a new form of ok new source of
energy.

' Agree/disagree: “In almost.every case progress takes

back what it gives.”
~Agree/disagree: “Science is spoiling our way of life.”’
rAgree/disagree “Progress makes us lazy.” .
Is Congress, as Rooftop O’Toole says, “‘the oppostte of
progress’? .
frgue for/against the’ contention that scientists ar_e re-
sponsible for their destructive discoveries

""‘Argue whether science cares about art.

"'Argue whether art cares about science.

"+ poetic charm because human beings -have walked on it.

\"'?:Agrce/disagrec “There is delight in simple things.” " ;.
Agree/disagree; “Science is more morai than we. usuaiiy .

give it credit for.”
Argue for/against dayhght saving time,

Argue for/against the contcntion that progressofa .
N matcrmi kind holds back, or interferes with, spirituai
progress, .

45, aga‘inst) scientific facts. -

v

‘it is offen a comfort to shift one’s -

/

. -Argue for/agdirtst catalytic converters L T

, f‘Argue for/against the opinion that the moon has lost its - iy

IR
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i ' _ Coee

, » : too much of it, on ]ob applications are often not '
hired. Discuss argumentatively.

Argue for/against practicing public speaking in front of a_ Argue for/against the * ‘chalrman” title for a womari.
mirror.. t, "Agree/drsagree “No people or group can be put under

Language, Communication

Argue for/against the revival of Latin. y’p,,;, one heading.” , £
Argue for/against adopting a new trend in public ‘," & Argue whether language i is mterpreted dn drfferent ways
. language. - . : Ao ‘ ina court of law depending on the persons belng tried.
Atgue for/against diagraming sentences. O K : ,
Argue for/against a certain language usage. ‘ \‘S\ociety,,Social Interaction . ‘ .
Argue for/agamst prohibition of speaking one’s first ) ’ . ‘r .
- language whén it is thesecond language of the society. Are robots human, beings? .. - [ ¢
Agree/dnsagree “Not’ everythmg—for example adeep . Are you your brother’s keeper? £ - 5
thought or feeling—can be communicated in words.” Each for oneself? All for one and one for all?
Agree/disagree: “The corruptnon of language is the cor- . Argujfor/agamst joining. .4

ruption of clvilization.” Agree/djsaggee: Tq remake the world we have to start .

Agrpe/dls’agree “There is nothing sacred about words in with ourselves as individials. <
‘ piint.’ e Agree/disagree: Concérn for othefs is concern for self,
Agree/dlsagree: One should fear silence.” ) y Agree/disagree: ‘Nobody gives a toot ‘anx more.
| Agree/disagree: “Sllence is golden.” - PR ' *. Argue what the matter is with you/me/them .
. Agree/disagree: “All writing is persuasnon , Agree/disagree: “There’s a sucker born every mlnute S
Agree/disagree: ‘“‘All language is persuasion.” - ' - —P.T. Bamum\
Agree/disagree; “We speak even'in our silences.” Agree/disagree: Divorcng: parents ought to thmk first of
- Agree/disagree: “Anyone can write, anyone can create.” their children. * - :
Agree/disagree: “Black dialect is a language, not a corrup-  ~ Agree/disagree: AP°10E195 are’usually good only for those
tion 6f English.” who do the apologizing. ™
* Agree/disagree: “There is an immense amount of biased Agree/disagree: “There are secrets.in all famnlres
listening and inaccurate listening.”—(Eric Sevareid,on - —George Fargiihar .
the ‘occasion of his retirement from’CBS televisnon )" " Argue what our most worthy inheritance is as a society.-
Agree/disagree on the,point of whether language sets the:  Explain argu(gentatlvely 8 certam shift of po
_ tone of crvrlrzatron that has occurred. ) .
Agree/disagree with th_e argument that language does not . Argue for/agamst ‘early marrnage. o s
always-mean what it says. : = - Argue forfagainst the “money dance” (in which those
" Argue for/against learning to speak Russian, Japane{/{ . who attend a weddlng receptlon pm money oh the
" Arabic, or some other language not your own. + bride’s dress).® - o _ e
Argue whether the language of the holy scriptarés is the ATEUG for/against brrthrlght .
same in any language. ‘Argue whether it is the same, - Argue what is reasonable adulf or mature- behavrer m
consistently, even in a'single language. - -+ publio:: ", 7, v F .o & .
Discuss argumentatively the battle’over the right tb one’s Agree/dnsagretN “Love at fnrst slghtlls ag commOn as 16ve <o
own language—-Chncano Spanish, for example or . .. at long sight,” o N ow o
Quebec French.: ) Agree/dnsagree ««“You can take people out of the ghetto“
Agree/dlsagree erc are tlmes when good. language is but you can’t take the ghctto out of the: people ot
bad sense.’ - —Splro Agnew".’ o
. -Argue when the “Ido Not ﬁlsturb” sign should be dis- Agree/dlsagree It is asterc’?ype that old pcoplé m:e o
played. -~ . A ¢ conservative. . ‘
* Justify the néed for one klnd of writing (say, contrast) Arguc whether there is. such a. phcnomenon as® revcrse
- over another (say, descrnptlon) to convey acertain , discrimination.” - S .
. purpose. - - Argue for/against suburbla ' ’t:; ke -
Argue whether docu»dramas are dlstortcd and thereforc Argue Tor/against blrth control. R
" asthe writer Mark Harris has said, dangerous. r o

Argue t'or/agalnst bcmg married. *
Argue for/a mnst being’ single.
Agree/dmagree Bemg aparent does n@ make one a

“ Argue for/against secrecy ina certain matter.

Argue whether television commercials should concentrate -
' on quality rather than on quantity.

Want to Land a Joh? You Might Try Lying, says a head-

line, with the idea that those who tell the truth,.or Agree/disagree; Every child should be. ralsed by lts

natu‘ml parcnts , . e B

@ b
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2 Wha,tafCan'IWi'ite.About?

.‘Argue for/against the small group . Iy
« Argue what yop shhuld do'if you have sudden visitors: -
when you‘&re en ged in some lmportant acthlty“that
you do’'not want¢ break off. :

,Argue in what direction one should throw the stone of .
.criticism. : R

Argue what society needs to ctire its ills
. Argue for/against lédying the house.
Agree/disagree: Tradition shoulékbe maintained at all
> .. . .costs, -
) + Discuss argumentatively thig UPI headline regarding
surrogate mothers: Bearing Child for'Others Lacks *
“Rules.”
Agree/disagree A home wrthout a pet is not complete

Argue‘seme issue of feminism that until now has bieen
completely ignored.. o . "

-4 . s

+

» acknowledge equality.” p -
‘Agree/disagree “‘All of the nation suffers when one
person-suffers the loss. d¥ civil rights »

I

‘tles of equality.”’—Matthei Amold v - )
Agree/disagtee; ‘'So, is it from being true that men

" ., are naturally equal hat no two people cap be half’ dh,
.. - heur together, but ne shall acquire an’ eVident superi-‘

ority over the other:”’

Argue whether any individual is indispensable SPU

‘Argue whether neighbors are necessary
"Argue for/against giving up one's religion for someone

"% . Discuss argumentatively the Biblical statement “A
- prophet is not Without honour save in his own coun
- try, and in his own house.” -

* Discuss argumentatively this quotation from Sir Thomas -

Browne: “Charity begins at home, is the voice loe
a world.” s

- .Agree/disagree “Repudiat'e the
Pitt Fessendin -

‘ \ ," Argue for when it is best no t’ nk, |

N « ‘Argue whether the world as Wordsworth says, “is too”

\ ~ much with 1}(/ -

Argue the. redeeming’ qualitles ot’ someone or something
not considered as havlng any. :

Argue what psychiatry has done for society:

Argue whether there is any-usé in society t‘or Nlother s .
Day and Father’s Day,

Discuss argumentatively the quotition from Hart Crand:

fnfors.”—William |

“For we can still love the world who find'? famished
o i

kitten on the step.”
Argue for/against Jabor unjons. 9es
. Argue for/a ainst your joining a union. .

S Argue the w ho{a certain clty because of the things
L, to oNhere.) “

ERIC
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Economy, Employment Y

Is anything ever yours “‘absolutely free”? . :
. Discuss argumentatively the quotation from ProfeSsor

Agree/disagree: “The peoplefot' culture are-the true apos-.'

Agree/dlsagree “It is the best of all trades to make T
" . songs, and the second best' to smg them ”—Hllaire o

~ Argue for/against idlers and tiine wasters '

Phumble: “Why pay as you-go when you dqn’t‘ go ,
-anywhere?’ . . e
Argue for/against a certam boytott. . ;o
Argue whether it-s so that two ‘can- live as cheapls)} as -
one. . -
As a buyer for your company, try to persuade your_
boss to your opinion on a certain issue or plan
Argue your worth to a certain employer RS S

' 'Argue for/against merit promotion

Argue for/against gold or silver, as the money standard
Argue whether there really is an energy crisis.

- . Afgue what governme-nt spending should give priority to.
Agree/disagree: “A person does not do enough merely to

Argue t’or/against a national debt. . oo
Arg ‘what our assets are nationally.

- Argue’ for/against SubSldlZlng farms.
i Argue for/against Tree bus travel for certain Citizens ove#

certain short routes

Argue t'or/against subsidy t’or public transportation

-

Argue for/againsta certam taxreform e R
" Argue ‘what the best place is t'or Wﬂsive living for.‘ "

the retired: . o -/
N Argue for[against parklng meters ' e :

6 .

Argue for/against tipping L
Argue t’or/against the idea of. caveat emptor oL

i Argue fon/against farming as a professmn._ :

.
Argue whether.one should be exempted from high
paymeénts of .car lnsurance if provern accident free. e
Argue who should or who should not keep receivmg 'y
-financial support from the government. .

Discuss argumentatively this quotation from Thomas .
Jefferson: “Never spend your money before you have
it

n.

RN B . . . . o

Time and Etemity, Life Pursuits ‘Death and Life

- Belloc . - R LT
Argue for a past custom that { is worth ringing birck ’ .
Argue t'or/against the four- day work week, i R ‘g
Argua how oneé should spend time. . T
Argue for a particulari pastlme\such as palnting e

;%gree/disagree “It. at, first you don't succeed, quit and
KL fishing



ERI!

eams'there are t'o buy when drearn's are |
AR

Argue what
for sale.

Agree/disagree: “One will’ endure who asks nothlng of .
life:"” ,

Agree/dlsagrea: “There is nothing wrong w1th chasnng

* rainbows.” |

Discuss argumentatlvely the quotatlon from John -
- Fleteher, “There is no drinking after death.” |

Agree/disagree: “In landlessne_ss alone resides the highest

..ptruth .>—Hérman Melyille : -

Argue how ourliyes would* be dlft’erent if there were no
- "recorded history. ¢ ey

Argue whether modern people are sngmﬁcantly dlerrent .
trom people of ancient times or of medleval timess °

Argue forfagainst hvmg for the’ moment

Agree/dlsagree Humanity. will not only endure; it 'wﬂl
"prevail.—paraphrased from meam Faulkner.
Agree/dnsagree, “Qur ltfe is frittered. away'by detall ”
' —Thoreau - .. ;..,‘,,_ f RO .
Agree/disagree: “p woh t matter "ten years from now.'
Agree/dlsagree “It’s hell to be old 1n the Umted States
Argue what. age bracket takes success best. "
ue wh‘ether there is an age. whén a persbn ¢an get by
: With just abdut anythmg
Argue whethet time is necessary -for experlence
Argue whether fame is really fleeting. .

Argue some contemporary question as if it were- based in
sdina. prehistoric time—for-éxample, the energy’short- -
" age during.the period of.the cave people. ‘

Agree/dnsagree “Your children,are not your children.
hey are’ the sons and daughters of Llfe s longing for *
itself. ”—-Khahl.Glbran :

Argue whetheP.y you should buy. hfe |nsurance

Agree/dnsagree “The wise are always ready for death i
4" (Jean De La Fontaine) . - )

Agree/dlsagree “Why fear death" It is the most beautlful
adventure in life.””~Chdrles Frohman o,

Agfee/dlsagree on thls attltudek“Death will come when )
i{swill come. S, :

Arﬁ;e whether life’is a line, dra clrcle '
Argue what the milestones of life are.
Argue whether death is a m_ilestone of life.
Argue, fbr/agalnst belief in life after life.

Agree/dlsagroe “It matters nbt how a man dies, but how
‘he lives.’ —'-(S'nmuel Johnson)

.
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Argumeritation 73

Argue what you WOuld do |f you knew where and how
you.were going to die.

~ Argue’ torjagainst crematiol rather than B’unal

Argue the point techmcally and spmtrually When is

“death, when is life? - . ool ; .
Discuss argumentatlvely this quotatlon from John %
Donne “Death bénot proud.” * . - v o

Discuss argumentatlvely thls quotation- from John
Donne: - **Deatlf Thou shalt die. ”

Dlscuss argumentatlvely this quotatnon from the poet
Orpar Khl&'y am: “We know of death only when we
travel fro tsroad ” .

Discuss argumentatively this quotatnon from the poet .
William Ernest-Henley: “I am the master of my fatet
1 am the captain of my soul.” ¢S

Discuss argumentatively this quotatlon from Samuel-
Johnson concerning ghosts: “All argument is agalnst
it; but all belief is for it.” Y

Agree/dnsagree “Nature’s Time should be left as it is.

Agree/disagree: “Time is ydur best ally .

" Argue whether you will always be the way you were
created. .

Discuss, argumentatlvely this quotatlon from Vachel
Lindsay: “To live in mankind is fararore than to
live in a name, .
~To hve Jn manklnd far, far fore than to hve ina®
name.’

Discuss argumentatively the argument that anthropolo-
glsts make: that cultures do not stay the same but are

N ina contlnuous state of change. ; K

. Argue that time will show that Lo '

Argue what in life, or in all eternity, is our greatest
reSource .

Dlscuss argumentatlvely this quotatnon from the small
society” cartoon:. “If you can’t handle a ralny week-
end, how are you going to handle retirement‘?”

Discuss argumentatively this quotatlon from the *‘small
society’ cartoon “If you,don’t learn-to laugh at . »
trouble : ."..you won Thave anythlng to laugh at when
you grow old.” | ¢

- Discuss argumentatlvely,t_l_us quotatjon from Robgrt
,Burns: “No one cantie time or tide.”

- Discuss argumentatlvely this attitude from’ the cartoon
charactér Andy Capp: “By the time you've said Now,

" Now is'Then,” sp go ahead, he suggests, and keep A

puttlng off things and go back to sleep
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Definition seeks to establish the limits ‘or houn--

daries of a word as it is used in any given context.
This

attempts to define u particular kind of writing

for the specific purposes of this volume. Many -
I : . ol

approaches are used. Sonie may appear almost
to throw off the dictionary meanings as they
wrestle with the'demands_ of:cire umsmnuﬂ‘f but
each definition is otymoJlo;,xLaHy rooted. The
oty mology of ’d(‘flllltl(m itself has to do with

“bringing to  an end.” But no dictionary~defini- *
tion is definitive—not in a living language. It may
detQ,rmmo the meaning(s) of u word for the time
being, settle thie boundaries of a word, but not
st hash, Words are alive and they undergo the
vxu\qltudm of any other living thing.

It might be helpful to thinkeof definition as a
way of describing a word (inMerms of our ap-
proach to dtbuxptmn say, which appecared

. earlier in this book). Here again our ultimate aim

s not to capture our subject—and certainly not

to bring it to a permanent end—but to set it free.
Definition is one of the spokes in the rhetorical
wheel we have’ been spinning through these

‘pages and (to give the analogy one final turn) it -.

is"also part of the hub grease that kecps the

» wheel turmng freely . S

.How to Write Definition S

” y

' Dcﬁnitxon is not only a- wa) of explaining a word -

clcaer precisely, concretely; it is also a "way of

. exploring both the word and how it relates to its"
private context. Sometimes it seems we do not™
. really know what a word means—or what it hearts of so many, lxghtmg their souls.

“a

T4

D

book offers only the most immediate
example of the topic at hand. Each introdudtion

»,

“means to iﬁl--uum we attempt to describe it on
paper. Definition, much like any other fonn of
writing, is @vway of Lhmkmg‘nd of dxscovo,rln;,
what we know. An essay in definition “could
hardly xNoxd, nonetheless, digging into the roots
of a subject,” investigatingits history. That kind
of groundyork tends to deepen a word, huild its
muscle, },WL‘ xt ccpturxos of room in wf'hch to
swing its armis. % 0 ey J : 5{;
Q\m'ly theswriter ought ‘always to know the
meaning of any® word he or she uses. In the age .
of what Orwell called. “‘domblethink,’ definition
is not only imperative but crucial. Can there ever
" be a ‘holy war? Are people opprcswd to be free?
‘Are countries «lestroyed to be sived? By all
means, let us define our terms. .

Locating Subjects for Definition
Many of the subjects listed in this chapter are
- quotations. Often they aré aphomtxc and their

sense de;ﬁ*nds upon word’ definitions that are at -
once stringent and free. Wrostlmg with some of

- them will be vigorous exercise, both for the
“smuscle-bound, writer and the writer whose loose-

.Jimbed prose sprawls all over the page.

'+ Definition rightly claims its own spoke on
that rhetorical wheel. But the Lrafty wheelwright .
wxll shape it clear round the rim. Argumentation,
exposition, research and report, critical writing—
none of these will get very, far without some

-solid element of definition *(though many will
try). Nor does it stup there by any means: Any-
one would want to write something that would
as a whole become a definition of Jove, freedom,
faith—or any of the other fires consummg the

(S



ome Views of God for l)t'flnltln.n )

"An honest God Is the noblest work of mm\, - Rolrert
Ingersoll .

Tt Is God's trade to purdon
Helngich Heine) '

“The Lbrd is a man of war.”"-Bible,

“The nature of God Is a circle of which the center is
everywheve and the eire umfcrvnco is nowhere.”
, —Anonymous -

Jod is.—(a common definition frmn Oriental tlmn;,ht)
vod Is the oldest of pocts.—proverb
yod's first temples.’

(pumph rased from

"The groves were —William Cullen
Bryant . .
'‘Nature is the art of God.'—-Sir Thomas Browne

N

{uman l.!oings-and Human Types for Definition

\ . .

\bsent-minded professor, active person, agnostie, airline
ptlot, Fred Allen, Gracie Allen, amateur/professional,
anonymous, arnty brat, athelst sathlete, auctioneer,
average citizen - .

Vhat are the eriteria for judging a great actor?

low would you define the “earliest American’?

‘We are all Armenians,”” said Wlllmm Harovnn What did
he mean, in terms of definition?

A letter to an Albuquerque paper says that sportswriters
who write@bout athletics at the University of New
Mexico are miscmblo vindictive, whining losers and
obnoxious winners.” This “(‘ounterproductwo aLb
letie program, the letter goes on {o say, should be™"
abolished. Discuss with referenée to definition stereo-
types about athletes and athletics. . '

3 .

. .
3ackwoods peoplé, bad/good neighbor, top banana, Jack
Benny, best friend for dog'sbest friend), Big Brother
as created by George Orwell, bookw orm, Brand X,

Eva Braun, George Burns

Discuss in terms of definition the fact that Mel Blanc
created his voiges fromthe beginning—before the

. cartoons.

Vhat does |t mean to defme someone as a big person?
Consider this cartoon item: *“It takes a fat man to
~admit he’s wrong,'” says giagar‘s wife. No, no, in-
sists Hagar, that expression is, "It takes a big man.’

How would yot define a Bostonian? Nate Thomas

- Appleton’s definition: **A Boston man is the east
wind made fleshX> <

WVhat stereotype definition is understood in this car-
toon item?—"He doesn’t know the meaning of the
word fear, or anything else for that matter,” a
manager says of his boxer.

According to deflmtxon is it possible for you to have a
- “Solly good time", af)ou are not British?

\
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.
Discuss Jack Anderson’s saying, “All the world's a
- stageaind bureancrats play it.”

¢ : O

~ Cadillac, Cadjun, Calamity Jane, Canadians as seen by

‘the Japanese, Lewis Carroll, Kit Carson, eelebrity,

Wilt Chamherlain, charlatan, Charlic Chaplin, Chief of |

Protocol, the child Insjde, Christ as-seen by television
and movles, Cleopatra, Joe College of the 50s, Crazy

Jane as created by Willlam Butler Yéats, Creole, Davy
Croekett, Marie Curie

What does the following poetical definition tell youn
about the Cabots, the Lowolls and other Bostomuus
¢ high andlow? .
“**And this is good old Boston, -
The home of the bean and the cod. A
Where the Lowells talk to the Cabots, ‘ .
And the Cabots talk only to God.”
John Collins Bossidy . . ’
Andy Cypp the cartoon character doesn't just fall asleep
*in ehurch, says his minister; he heckles. How would
you define Andy Capp, or some other famous car-
~ toon character?
+**The Child i$ father of the Man,” said William
Wordsworth. What special definition of the child is
~Wordswarth using? .

’Ilu Chitdren’s Crusade Is a book about a real movement
by 50,000 children in 1212 to stop war. How can this
movement be defined in terms of what has happened
in recent history? ' _

*The Chinese have stopped using the term Mandarin
because it is too class-conscious, Define some class-
conscious“term formerly used in the Unijted States.

Shirley Chisholm of the U.S. House*of Representatives
wants to be remembered, she says, for what she is
able to do to help her constituents. What ddes her
statement have to do with d(‘fmmon of the
politician?

yExplain the defittition implied in the fact that certain -

\ churchgoers were reprimanded by the courts for
making their **joyful nojse unto the Lord’ too loud.

A headline reads; Citizen Catches Police. Even if you do

© not know the subject of the article that follows, what
fixed definitions come to your mind immediately?

Is the term “‘senior citizen' insulting?

A certain coach says that his team is number 2, not
number 1. Another coach, referring to his playing a
team now that formerly trounced-his team, says that

" revenge does not {it into his vocabwlary. Discuss both
these coaches in terms of definition. %

Can we take the folloying quotation from Ebenezer
Elliott as a contemporary definition of a communist?
“What is a communist? Oné who has yearnings for
equal divisions of unequal earnings.”

@

George Eliot said that conceited people carry their com- !

fort around with them. How would you define a
conceited person?

v

- ~
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76 What Can 1 Write About?

. - |
What do conservatives usually denounce about society? .

What does It sny about modern definition thur 4 man -
tegally had his name changed frong ‘Cooperinap to

Cooperperson?

N )
1s there any differenace between n morat cowllrd and a

physical coward? Can a coward be brave.nnd moral? .*
Define in your own terms what 2 coward is. First of
all, however, see what two reviews have said about
the subject: Newsweek magazine says that the book-
Catch-22 is nbout a **brave coward of high principle.”
A TV Guide review of the Black musical Cindy says:
*“The black-market chauffeur adnits to Cindy’s  ~
charge that he is a coward, noting that if the Japanese
had been cowards theré would be no war and adding:
‘Cowards don’t hurt people, don’t start trouble, don't \
commit erimes. Cowards don't even double park. "
Of Norm Crosby, the modern Mr. Malaprop, Cleveland
Amory writes: “1t’s not doubletalk,” Crosby declared,
“it’s word substitution. All I do is take the proper
word and use it in an improper way—like ‘women
need tenderness and affliction,’ or ‘singers project
from their diagram.’ ”” Define Normn Crosby so as to
explain why he is known as Mr. Malaprop.
A typographical error in a newspaper changed
Dr. Cunningham to Dr. Cunning. How do accidents
about our names sometimes wrongly define us?
Tony Curtis says that he never said in a movie, *“Yonda
lies da castle o’ my fodda.’”’ What popular image of his
is he quarreling with? /

Db N </ _
Deinocrat/Republican, difettante, do-gooder, dreamer,

drone, dunce :

Define what a doctor is in light of the following: Isa "
PhD, a Doctor of Philosophy, a doctor? “Over-
Doctor’ is the Japanese term for an overeducated,
unplaced, unemployable PhD. P

" A certain doctor is.asked if she makes condonjinium

calls. What modern definition is forced on the usual
definition of doctor? ‘

“Every physician almost hath his favourite disease,”
Henry Fielding Wrote in the eighteenth century. Does
his statement still'define the doctor, ih part?

Anger makes dull men witty,"gaid the first

- Queen Elizabeth, How do you define a dull person?

"

E.

Each and everyone, early riser, easy rider, eccentric,
emigrant-immigrant, worst enemy, everyone a stranger

. A certain entertainer’s talent is that he can make himself

look like any make of car. What other entertainer do
vou know who i$ defined by an unusual talert?

Everyone has some kind of handicap, it has beex said. In

what'impertant ways can everyone be defined as
being like'everyone else? : .
Ty

N

K

Face in the crowd, Fascist under Mussolini (contmsted
with Fascist as ugpd lovsely during the 60%), fyir ,
weather friend, Our Father Who (Our Father; Who?),
faun, Fenian, Millard Fillmore, Flim Flamimer, flower
child, football widow + :

What face is on a certain coin or bill? Why that face on
that item rather than another face? '
What can one do to determine human definition whey
- the following is true?—*It is the common wonder of
all men, how among so many milllons of faces, there

sHould be none alike.”’—SIr Thomas Browne

What is there in the definition of television evangelism
that allows us to accept that faith-healers leave huge
estates when they die? : s

“The' family that prays together stays {ogethor."' Discuss
‘this slogan, or another that it reminds you of, so as to
Jindicate that slogans do not define particularly but ..
only generally. (One example of this fact: The Manson
group called itself a family and had its own kind of
prayers.) N :

How do movies about the famous portray them? -

To what extent has the attitude expressed in the
following statement (by H.L. Mencken, the famous

. journalist) become a stereotyped definition of the
farmer?—"The only political idea he can grasp is one
which promises him a direct pyofit.” .

What is there in recent history that links, in definition,
the American farmers with the hippies of the 1960s?

If you are on file somewhere, are you therefore defined

" -as no more than the file says you are? Are you merely
the sum of the personal items mentioned there?

W.C. Fields was democratic: he hated everyone equally.
What playful, complete definition do we have of
W.C. Fields on.the basis of his movies and popular

.image? b

The Bible'says ‘A fool utters gll his mind” and *‘Answer
a fool according to his folly.” What, by your defini-
tion, is a fool? i

How do descriptions of us sometimes limit or confound
what we are? Note that sometimes people get swal-
lowed up by name and town descriptions of them:
*“With him is his wife the former Mary Smith of
Johnsonville.” Does the word former méan that Mary

tho longer exists? Is Johnsonville where she ljves now
or where she used to live? a

F . .

Vancouver Gets Fortier, a headline announces, with -
reference to Dave Fortier, hockey professional. Is
getting Fortier anything like getting Twentier? How
can our names comically define us? A

What, in definition, is behind the'fact that Franklin is
the name most used in naming American towns?



“

G ‘ 3
veek, Georgin Cracker, gift horse, God as'de lnod by a
(hild a pastor numcd God, & Ln‘nt person, Lady Janéd”
Grey (The Nine Days’, Queen) Chie Guaovara, guru,
(.utcnbcrg, ;

for the ordinary world? Is.evo¥yone a gfius? Does
genlus require only a high 1Q? Is a geniw w'h' much
diffqp'nt from you and me? “To knowy L\nt\j genius
Is,”” says a GI advertisentent, “'ask a gon)ﬁ “Genius
is of no country,” said Charles Churchill. :

Dcﬂnc a ;‘mpcl singer as soméone who dbes mbdYe than
make ¢ ‘a joy ful noise unto the Lord.”

Define a grave. (serious) person, after consulting this
quotation froth G.K. Chestérton: “It Is really a -
natural trend to lapse into taking oneself gravely,
because it is the easiest thing to do} for solemnity

How would you define’a genius? Does a [,,«‘%‘u\ have time

Aflows out of men naturally, but laughter is ukﬁlp. Itis

easyrto be hcuvy. hard to be light. Satan felliai% force

of grayity.' -

- What defines a great person? Is it mjsleudm[,, to cull per-

sons the “all-time greatest” in'their fields? What
delinition enters into the idea in this quotation from
Robinson Jofferﬁ—-“Grcamess is but less little; nm‘i
death’s changed life.” -
‘[, . N\ .
H o '
9
Ham actor, radio ham, harlcqum Hatfields at McCoys,
Henry the Eighth's \vlvos Hitler a®seen by ‘toon&ger
homebod , howjgzer
Seme pcoplc float on salt water; oth&'s sugh as Hagar
«the cartoon character, bounce. Adg many @etails
about Hagar to help dcfm&um in the mmds of othgs
Give a delibbrately &ercotyped definitjon of & hero. To
understagd the stereotype is to understnng, as well,
what is not a stereotype.
Is ghe idea of the qying hero romantid@br realistic?
A*hooker’ in a steel plant hoaks crates for hoisting.
Ignorm&the contempd?ary defnition of “hooker
® discuss, in defthition terins, what has happened to
another term.accidentally associated with at least
two different types. ¢ PR

After coftsiderthg the fojowingguotation from Ferdmand
Foch, def.me the term human soul: *The mos( power
ful weapon on earth is the human soul on fire.”

Usmg definition, argye whether hypocrites l\now that
thcy age hypocrites.

-+ -

L

" Indiana Hoosier, indixpensa\bl\eye-n—mtellectual Irish,

Q

Ivy Leaguer of the 1950s

Indians Hoard Artifacts, says a headline. What does the
headline do to reverse the stefeoty pe. about Indians?
Take some clich€ or stereotype about the Indian and,
by definition, refute it.

“

s

v
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. » Definition 77

Define by comparison/contrast an Indian from India and
an Indian from the United States or Canada,

" What is an-ianoeent? Is it the sume in definition as an
innocent person? How do we behave towards people
who have been tried as criminals but have bc\on found

dnnocent?. '

J ' 'n

o\
Jingoist, ‘“‘Job’s (,omfortor " Elton John, Sjust plain
foiks,”’ Supromo Court Justice, jute, juvenile

Jesse James was formerly the Treasurer of Texas, and he
was replaced by someone wlo also had a famous
name, Warren G. Harding. How might gefinition affect
someone who has the same namg made famous by
someone else? @

Define Justice ____

, United States Suprome Court. -

:

- . . A
K P i .

>

Franz Kafka, Walt l\olly, l\llroy, Otga Korbut

Distinguish, by definition, between the Kafir people of
Africa and the Kafir peoplo of Afghanistan, ‘

Define hais &3 by way of its otymolo;‘y

¢ Define the kamikaze pilot’ in religious and patriotic
‘@ ternis, not just historicplly.

Define the Katzenjammer Kids of comic-strip fame.
Define khedive in general, but strictly historical, terms.
What is a kibitzex?

What, in mlodern terms, is a knave’

¥ How does Kriss Kringle differ, in-definition, from Santn

Claus?

How are the Kurdish people related to the Iranian
people?
4 ' .

L o

Doris Lessing, look-alike, The Lost Generation, Low
Churchman, Low German, Lucifer, Luke of the

- Bible, Martin Luther of the Reformation

“Lawyers talk, but it is their business to talk,” said
Thomas Jefferson. James Boswell said’of the lawyer
that he “has no business with the justice or injustice
of the cause which he undertakes, unless his client

" ask his opinion, and then he is bound to give it

honestly. The justice or injustice of the cause is to be
decided by the judge.”” How do these statements
define what a lawyer is in ways opposed to a stereo-
typed definition? How do you define a lawyer?

Left-handed Ken Stabler has beaten m?hrmountable
odds, says Jim Murray the sportswriter. He is a suc-
cessful professional quarterback in spite of being a
lefty—-and in spite of having been born on Christmas.
Is there any way to define left-handed people
generally? = 9%

What ddes a liberal denounce about society? How does
. thig denunciation define what a liberal is? How is an
Engllsh liberal opposed J.o ar Amencan llberal"

N
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' "‘My favounte Ymg_ht S‘ﬁ'%-only st*udy‘ is man o ’

78 What Chn“i»Writo A_b()ilt?‘

Ny

Why Is Guy Lombardo defined in the minds of many The ac *.ur Rieardo Montalban insists on keeping hh.
people so that he Is connected with the New Yt‘nr? .Latin accent so ns to keep his dignity, How were
Does the Lone Rnngcr gmw old asa pnrt of his .. .carlier actors defined by their accents or thelr origins’

definition? * . S0 that they became steFeotyped?
Define Lord (‘Imm'cllor ‘ o © Who ls the “mother of all living”'?

Yoii,probubly don’t know the last names of the cartoon ~
“chipacters Mutt and Jeff. What, does that fact telt you.
nbout thein definition? '

What is* ntq:unt in t‘(;rms. of dvflnltion by somneone 's
saying, “I'm-not myself today’™? Is there only one *

. . . R e SN & myacl/’ for each person? What are thc diffcrencc:fln )

What would be a good example of a modern, Lyncéus$ G *definition fmohg the pronoung; mo.) siyself,and Jas. .

o ' ‘ ' ' T RdsaRley efer to single petson? I\J.ht'r(guny diffvrencc ‘

! .“en my self and myself?

Define lond of misruld,
What would be a good example, 3(‘ a mbdern l ‘
What would be a good qunplc ofn modvm “Lo:

Wife'*? : . . v,
Define lowbrow., . - v . o

Machiavelli, The Real Mc oy, mask (mvnnim, pvr\onu)
Somerset Maugham, ag m‘*nnvulck Ken Muynnrd
" someone without a miNites
Minnesata Fats, Marthazih
‘Thomas More as seen by
~ somoone voted ‘“Most a oty
someone voted Most L lkely
_friend(s), someone morully Y
What misdefinitions can you fingd¥y,
tation from Texas Governor HE%l
was good enough for the' Brbl-

>

t

( X [N
X mod penon 13 person ns if he or eho were -

mpomry opposition, :

i$-a-real person a
;modern (and real) .

'.""A“Bngheh ‘

S

" {m be good

‘enough for the Meskins too. A ¥ : " for'one
Discuss'the definition of man as \p\lfé’ b thg‘follow . urst ﬂ?ﬁ'g ntvm,ry nmumh a'siizgle

ing: “Inlapidary mson’ptiont.  map 3% t.upon oath” v wi ) Ndviho, NaliiN ?{ﬁderﬂlal rh  Que Nefemta v

—Samuel Johnson " ¥ i Ny \yiNestor, a

. \ “, ; . ‘" RN ,{g o ) R 5 - '
An 1nstructor at Yale figures he is the veut 'y 6 il lionf'y,‘ o\ T . 3 ki 'on the block,’
ma@ considenngzthe prices of the-vatous ¢hémical: ..
. cop ponentx;oﬁ his body. accordmg tb-'hb helght
weight, and $6 forth P ' . I
. Clothes mnke(m;xdo nat mnke) the man; pmnn ponon

A cert@?n mas. wknte to bo known as’ 1069 a ne\k apor"
A item report’é“ T
TA newspaper iten; glls”of a man,who a(geed t'd-bccomc
another’pers Qleuser passport of cxé:% who kept e
giving hxm a"r; 2 han hrs owp - _v. B

;% the .efqu by the elghteenth,and

.0 nipkte nth-.contunes a nobody Nobody (in a. “Vote

-+ for. Nobi)dy” drive), a nonagenarian, a.nondescript, a
* nonesuclt, the “Royal Nonesuch’ of Mark Twain's

" Hulkleberry Finn, a Norman, nouveau rtcho some-

oy ";~on<,§,who is just a number.

After c3nsldenng the-following, discuss d('ﬁmtlon

- accdrding-to names aid nicknames: |

gopt

-

\

. firgt nal W, L

wm ther real’ mnd up?2: -,

" Are persons who chnnge}hear namgs dlfferent persons? .
. e o Ho(wlong doi;sn ke fora chnngedname to tatch on?

Y @’whq Ma&&wldow is, tnkmg mto adco;knt that e %crer’&names ari f-ten used for protectmg‘hlghly

o

, -eorge:Bc&ipw* .

wshe is known mo:‘e as “Mao 'S wndow” rather than by Lo placed ofﬁcmls and those close to them ) N
‘?o‘nnr name. . s/ ~ ‘r'-- . Sométlmes vo.or more persons with- the same names
Defme mcdza pcmon Who are'f'?@%whg'taare t.he media?¥ . run fof;ﬁ: same p}lbllc office. o
Do mén or women who are gieat know they(%re great?. - Fﬁ In SwedtEra0 pércent bf the population shares

A newﬁpa;;er ltem.says that a man; Has 10- 8‘ as hxs L

¥
2

‘ ’i

v

" Define great mm-’ great women,: " . : T tw_e&,‘ 134 ‘ames;ﬂl of Which end j inson. .o .
Give your own definition of metaphyszcmn qfter SRR \yhatw, ¥o ~ect of someone named for, SaY1 .
noting the followmg A methhysxcmn said Chafles, . e W Wﬁt{'@:ﬁate" TR ;
Baron Bowen, i§}‘a blind man.in:a dark‘ room— ety Who 15 No- Man"ywho is. &’er}'man" %‘15 Every-
looking for a black hat—-which isn't’ there A l-;.*"%-’ v woman” N ‘% .
" Who are the mild? . 2 :_ éﬁ‘j When names Qf certa1 Streets nanied for certain
Did early monks speak in scnpt" R N ~ . persans are‘}msspelled what happens to definition?
. BT There® wé dreds ofgnlys in Shakespeare’s time
. . o - ‘5 R A , 53 b . 3
A N N
< P - ; o 7
- P



S
to ,;.pcll his e, Would Shakspeer by any othor
‘ .i;rmm still beé as great a writer?
iDon Coryefl Muay Become a Saint, says a headline,
 » refereing to the coach’s possibly ]mnlng the New .
: v Orlenns Saints, n professionalfootball team. Take
into,account how sonie names invite puns: anne P,
boldler Tree, and so forth,
What is behind a certain nickname?
What’s notin a name? What's In a name?.
Is it possible for someone to have the wrong name?
Define the New Yorker in a deliberately stereotyped
way; then define a spécific New Yorker. -
' Define norm sidy: nt better than the following dotmitlon
" (ftoma va York (‘lty document) does: *“A non-

N

,X
>

4

4

*

! ;Qnu'("‘i(sgl;vcr, Q‘\_mkcr,.(.)uixote .

l)efinition 79

. \wnlthv nre?Wﬁnt dov». it mvnn that the poor, by. *
doﬂnltlon have w hate money just to be poor?
Pn‘sld(‘nt Ford coyld have named Viee-President N(‘lson
Rockefeller as *sidcnt in his last days In office, Are
there other wayh in which a Presldent might be ».nld
to hold n;‘ amblguom folce? A
: What person i3 the most glorlﬂod professlonnl pem)n in |
the United States?

;;‘A Pottenness begins in the condu(‘t of n man wha u\sts

his eyt longingly on public office,” <md Thomas
. .h\ffen(vn How do yon define publu \crvunt’

-

' . resident lndlvldnnl meun». an lndlwdnal who 15 nota yf' T % A . LY
rcsndcnt : . : “R e iR & R
kN o
. 3 ' +
: o ' f{nbe]n 5, rugamut‘ﬁn Rnphaejq a llterary realist, rovwalm \ I
R : : . i modtrn and feal Rip Van Wip§le, Norman Rocl\well e
Obemn Occanus a modern (nnd rcnl) Odyescm. an - . ihe ROS'»‘nbi‘rH\ an individut-Russian “*. );.
‘Qjibway Indian, .Oklahoma Sooner, only child, Defi any rohber bnron. eqpecm'uy in terms.of ‘Q\ "y
_ onosclt’(by an extended version of the second diction. ~Amerl( an mqmry ,\ ..
‘ _m:v definition), Orangeman, o modern (and real) ' Define role -Plivis. 1s overyone a role*plnyer n sbme wnv" -
Orphem .outlaw, Oxonian, Ozymandias . v o e ; Y
"Ina curtuon the old woman in a shoe gives an account. | Mgt v f v v i : . °t : S
R d |

. of what her children, now grown are doing Define in
. your own terms what the *“old woman who lived in a
shoe is like. R :

‘ “You optlmlsts are’all nllkv qaﬁ a cnrtoo'n figure ton
" sign-earrict whose sign reads: Doomaday Is Near.
Deflne optmust .

Deflne ordinary.peoplec.
Define a partlcular Oriental.
Defmc someone thought of as an "ongl

\
., .
’.

«

.p.'

Paciﬁst ‘pagan, a modern and real Pan a modern and f]
real Pandora, a modern and regl Pantagruel, paragon,,
Parnassian of the second half of the 19th centy, .
.part;san pastor, patriot, patron saint, a moder%\d

" real’Pecksniff, a peripatetic, the&erson inside, persoh
of trust, person on the street, a whole person, persona,
pessimist, philistine (in, the modern sense), Pict, a
carnival pitchman, an individual Polynesian, pooh
prima donna, prince, a modern and real Prometheus,

. Prufrock, psychotxc Puritan

What are the criteria fordefining a great painter?

What are the criteria for defining a great philanthropist?

What are the criteria for deﬁmng a great philosopher?

Cana philosopher be a phxlosopher without preachxng
philosophy? -

What are the criteria for deflmng a great poet —

Define poet as William Cullen Bryant does in saying
“‘Every individual is more or less a poet.”

Can a poet be a poet without writing poetry?
Who are the poor? Ate there legal terms that, in the
United States, define who the poor are and who the

1
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[ on - \
anjed cow, sud sack 'sage ‘saint, Snnmntnh a, mode;n
al sahdmm the Blblical Sarah, Satan, wseape; .
‘i’, at?@coundrel bee, second but not lenat Scetion. <7
Efght (as defed {8 1944 in the United States Army),
self image: se}f-made person, sepoy, skipper, slyboots
art"aletk, John Smith (of whom there.are more.
grlm 60, 000 in‘the Umj’%d States), Joseph'Smiths - L
wnws Qplelér a stage version ef anyone (such'as a’
“ hero, a villatn, an Lrlshman idrunkard), Stagedaor o
:]ohnny,Stradu arius, Billy Sunday, Superman,
sus’geraln swashbuckler -’ s M‘:}
How Thight a child seeing a different Santa atge\@ry
streef, corner. deflne&gntfr Claus? « ;
“She is the youngest oi’"fonr brothers says a- newspapor '
item. Defme the she-of this quotation. e .
Whlch person is defined afthe foothall player, O. J
Slmpson,or Orenthal James Sim son"

‘*For¥he, waS’the makewa the’'song, she sang ' wrote
Wallage Steve“ﬁ,{lﬂl{)\w.do ydu defxne smger" What
makésagreat sthger”

W,
.

-

el

Define social clfmbery, . £y o
Deflne spoﬁge m human terms.? ) . s
Can a sport be:a sport’\vxth ut pat;lcxpatmg in sports?

 “I refuse to be bent,‘folded, sdeYed or mutilated "@ g .

said a student, who wda concerned abou
fill out so muchco ter information.
computer deflne a stgdent"

Defme’style setter

\ .

t vmg to
ight a

T B (“-‘ @

An’ mdxvxdua] Tagalog, tallyman a'godern an&real
Tarzan a televxsxon crmc a tenement dw]ler, Te\as

g

.

)

v

K 4

88



.

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

e

£

80  What Can I Write About?

Ranger, a thief who steals Bibles, a-modern and real
Thor, tourist, trickster (as from fables and folklore),
troubadour, troubleshooter, tycoon, type, tyrant

What definition was a little girl making when she asked
her teacher what she had dressed up as for Hallowe'en?

Is it true that the teacher whois defined as the “meanest”
and most demanding of the students is the one who is
the most respected?

“There is no ‘them,’ just lots of *us,’ ” said Swami Baba
Rum-Dum. How are them, they, and us defined?

Define a modern-day Thwackum, a glimpse of whom is
seen in this quotation from Henry Fielding:
"Thwackum was for doing justice, and leaving mercy
to heaven." ‘

A newspaper item says that the Transylvanians accept
werewolves and vampires as'fact. Define Transylvanian
as if you were an expert about, or an enthusiast for,
horror tales.

Define twin so as to make a clear distinction between
the twin you define and the twin who is that twin's
twin.

[§)

Ugly duckling, a modern and real Ulysses as a compul-
sive wanderer, Unknown Citizen, Unknown Soldier,
a utilitarian i

A man who won an " Ugliest Man’ contest says that he
“looks forward to becoming still uglier.” Discuss Ris
statement in terms of definition. .

Who is one of the “'undecided’ even after an election is
over?

’

3%

Vagabond, Valkyrie, vassal, vaudevillian, veep, Vice-
President Who, viceroy, vietim, Viking, villain,
vulgarian '

Define Gore Vidal, taking into consideration the title of
an article about him, "'With Malice Towards Some
and Charity for Few.”

Certain army recruiting officers have admitted to
inventing phony volunteers in order to meet their
quota obligations. How might such a volunteer (non-
existent, remember) who got onto the army rolls be
defined.

v

W . Lt

WAF, waif, Mike Wallace “'the jugular journalist,”
Walloon, Wandering Jew, WAVE, Weird Sisters, Whig,
- whipping boy, Walt Whitman as Everyone, whiz,
wizard, wunderkind .

Xyz ' $

Xanthippe, Yahoo, Yankee as seen by a Latin American,
yes-nign, yeti, yogi. you as seen by your best friend
and then as seen by,your enemy, your self as disting-
uished¥from yourself. youth, zombie, Zouave

N

\
\

Human Conditions, Human Relations, So¢iology
R

aging aleoholism, Apoculypst\r..\bucklush_ bandwagon, the
big sleep, blackout (as used during World War 11),
blessing in disguise, bundling, catbird seat, challenge,
Christmas as a symbol of the American culture, cir-
cumspection, class, code-living, commencement
ceremony (as a beginning), competition, conflict,
consistency, contemplation, conventionalism, coor-
dination, cost of war, cult, culture shock, death, dog
days, ecotactics, enrichment, environment, escapism,
ethnic purity, etiquette (as opposed to “manners’),
fad, failure (as defined by an American), feedback,
Fifth Column, fin de siecle mood, fixed idea, flag-
waving, The Four Horsemen, generation gap,
gluttony, gossip, grass roots, gullibility, hassle, heart,
heartland, heredity, hiut_us. hoarding (as in wartime),
hoopla, human, human being, human condition,
humanity, hypocrisy, idea, illumination, implication,
incomplete investigation, infereéfice, informality, inno-
cence (as opposed to sophistication), introspection, |
involvement, jamboree, jealousy, jeopardy, judgment
(not justice), justice, kindness, knowledge, kosher,
life (including life after death and life after life),
light as knowledge, light pollution, love, machismo,
marriage-go-round, marriagé of convenience, marriage
to one’s (job, motorcycle, pastime), meditation,
mecting one’s Waterloo, mellowness, Mexican
mordida, middle-of-the-road, moderation as excess,
moral cowardice, moratorium, negligence, neutrality,
new morality, new wave, noise pollution, notoriety/
infamy, obedience, oblivion, old money/new money,
over a barrel, paiti, panhandling, panic, parasitism,
paternalism, pedantry, permissiveness, prejudice,
primogeniture, privacy, private Utopia, puberty,
pushiness, quintessence, raisin in the sun, ready for
love/in love with love, recession, reclamation, rele-
-vance, responsibility, tumor, sacrifice, scandal,
*“‘semi-happiness,’’ sense of place, sensibility, senti-
ment, sentimentality, September song, serendipity,
showdown, sluggishness, success (as defined by4n
American), swan song, taboo, tact, carrying the
torch/passing the torch, troubleshooting, the ultimate
adventure, uncouthness, utfitarianism, vindication,
wit/humor/sense of humor, wonder/awe amazement,
Zeno's nine paradoxes, zero populatio growth

Draw subjects for definition from the fo owing items
about the human condition: ' %

Augustine said that total abstinence is easier than
perfect moderation. '

**Anger is a short madness.”'—Horace

Define “*Black humor”—not in the usual way bat
with reference to the humor of Blackg,p '

How does Emerson’s phrase ‘‘the bl vgn‘?clover,‘the
falling rain’’ relate to the human (&%ﬁtion?

- N
“"Boldness is a child of ignorance agd baseness.” . -

.. —Sir Francis Bacon . R
“Boldness is an ill keeper-of promise.”—Sir Frandis
Bacon : 3 o

2
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_ “‘Being busy {s a national excuse as well as a nuuonﬂu

passlon.”’—Norman Cousins \\'!

. Is there anyone or anything in the human condition

Q

stood—In a book?

What is 2 “worthy cause” in thcso days whe

-+ everything is said to be one? w

“‘Character Is destiny.”—Novalls @

Define the ‘‘chasing-after-the-dream’’ syndrome, '

*Give me chastity and continency,” snld St.. Augustine,
“but do not give it yet,”" °

Common sense, fomeone has snld, is uncommon sense.

“No true compassion without will, no true wit without
compassion.”’—John Fowles \

*‘Conscignce is a coward, and those faults it has not
strength cnour@ to prevent it seldom has justice’
enough to accuse.”’—Oliver Goldsmith

What makes cool? Yoware cool if you

“‘Courageous the pine that does not change its color
under winter snow.”—Hirohito (Time, October 4
1971) ¥

*‘Death, in ltselt', Is nothing; but we fear,/To be we know
not what, we know not where.”’—Dryden

“Deeds, not words, shall speak me."—John Fletcher

*‘You have delighted us long enough,” sdys Mr. Bennet

to his daughter, who i$ entertaining the company in
the novel by Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice.

What in your opinion is the *‘whole duty’’ of a person?

“Rightly uierstood, freedom is the universal license to
be good. “—(paraphmsed from lines by Hartley
Coleridge)

“Freedom Is unbelievably precious.”’—(the Sovipt '
seaman, ndw. free in the United States, who once was
captured by the Soviets when he tried to escape from
them) -

\
Define future shock as it relates to the human condltlon.

“‘What is the worth of anything,/But for the happiness
’twill bring?"'—Richard Cambridge

“‘Heredity,” says a newspaper item, ‘‘is what yol# belhe‘ve
inwhen your; child gets A’s in schoo‘1 ”

Define Honj s'oxt qui mal y pense as the statemMclates&
to the human condition:

What is “‘honourable’ as it is used i m the title of John
Le Carre’s novel The Honour@le Schoolboy? ﬁ :

“Humamty immense, and reality has a mynad
forms.”—<Henry James .

How has the term * mnocence“ come to have negs&ive’
connotations? Lo

Can intelligence be defined as pgoﬁortion?
““Justice was invented by criminals.”’—Dashiell Hammett

**To live in hearts we leave behind is not to dxe
—Thomas Campbell

*‘Love speaks in smxlesg
panel. ¢

“Love’s tongue is in‘the eyes.”—Phineas Fletcher

that cannot be captured ~—thnt is, defined aﬁ?undur
a‘

most

says+the Chafme s newspaper
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Definition 81

“I loved not yet, yet I loved to love. . . . I sought wiiat I
N mlght love, in love with loving.”’—5t Augustine

Hnw accurate is the definition of love in I Corinthians -

AR Y

*‘Ever has it been that love is master where he will.”’
—John Gower ,

Are diamonds really “forcvon‘ as In the advertiseménts?
What about those that dre’ “bmken“ by the dissolu-
tion of a love match?

Define what is meant by Shakespeare’s snying that one
should *‘choose love by another’s eye. »

An idea from Daniel Defoe is to love the subject for the
sake of the teacher. Illustrate and define love put in

o slml’l{lr context. ' '

-**There i9'no crime as shameful as poverty.’ —(pamphrase
» of aline in George Farquhar)

'."a“l’rospenty is not without many fears and distastes; and
adversity is not without comforts and hopes.”—Sir
Francis Bacon > -

‘‘Reptitation is an idle and most false ilﬂpmntlcl\ oft got
without merit and lost without deserving.”
‘—Shakespeare

Referring to sleep, Sir Thomas Browne said: *“The

“brother of death exacts a third part of our lives.”

v “The strongest reasan best.”—Jean De La Fontaine

‘A tart temper never mellows with age, and a sharp
‘tongue is the only edged tool that grows keener with
constant use.”’—Washington Irving

“Treason doth never prosper: What’s the reason? For if
it prosper, none dare call it treason.”’—Sir John .
Harington ’

‘““The tree will wither long before it fall.”’—Lord Byron

Non-Human Life/Creatures

aardvark, aardwolf, adder, Afghan hound, albatross,
alpaca, amoeba, anaconda, ant bear, antelope, ape,
armadillo, auk, baboon, bacterium, bee eater, beetle,
bighorn, bison, blenny, buffalo, cat, chicken snake,
cicada, clam, conch, crab, cygnet, dinosaur, dog-faced

* butterfly; a-cross between a donkey jenny and a zebra .

" stallion, dove, dragonfly,-drake, duck, elephant, fox,

@ gander, heron, ibex, the mythical jabberwock, kite,

kiwi, lizard, labster, mealybug, mink, myna or
mynah, nanny goat, okapi, prairie dog, puffin, quail, |
razoifll], sea horse, springer spaniel, squab, staghound,
tick, Galapagos turtle, the ' mythical unicorn, vulture,
wagthog, weevil, right whale, yellow jacket, zebra fish

Draw subjects for definition from the followmg items.
about creature life:

_“Bull fighting is not a sport. It is a tragedy '—Ernest

. Hemingway

.Two headlines: Bulldogs Battle Demons Today and*

- Scorpions Trounce the Eagles

" Are cats wrorgly maligned? -

Do chlmpanzees really talk, or do they merely lmltate
their human teachers?
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82 .. What Can I Write About?

Dagwouod learns of a fish called the goby: the older 1t
Lot-x the smaller it gets: and when it (“sllppt‘llr\‘
full-.grown.

Look over the first paragraph of Dickens’ Fard Times
for the stereotyped definition and the natural defini.
tion of a horse. Then write a stereotyped definition
of any non-human (routuro followed by an opposing,
and natural, definition. .

How did the peacock gets its reputation?
»

Does a pet know its name?

Does a racehorse know it is a ruwhom ?

[y

\Whon Is an animal *“‘rare’™?

Psychology and the Mind, Emotions ° y
abnormality, after-vacation blues, astro-soul, blood lust,
blue Mondny, brain waves, child’s nightmares, con-
science, ego, “emotional cannibalisng’ (from Ilvnry
James), oxploitation, fanaticism, gesfalt, guilty
conscience, hijacker, syndrome, hostage syndrome,
id, insanity, instability, instinet, intelligence quotient,
mtmtmn love/hate rolntnomhxpﬁ mania, manipulation,
narcissism, neuroticism, normality, personality, per-
version, psychiatry, psychology, psychotherapy, -
sanity, Skinner’s “behaviorism,” social friction, sour
gmpuﬁ, spring fever, superego, triskaidekaphobia,
Zeltgeist
Ambiguity, Ambivalence, Infinity, Measurefessness,
- Ubiquity

Write an extended definition of one of these terms:
about/nearly /hardly, ambiguity, ambivalence, ana-
chronism, drop in the ocean, energy, euphemism, .
exoticism, fat/plump, hard side/soft side, hypothesis,
imagination, impossibility, infinity, msxght -ism,
kaleidoscope, less/few, malaprppism, muasureless
-ness, metaphysics, mirage sale ymogjup, mutually
‘(cluslve nomadic syntax (used by the journalist
S T\m Wicker to refer to Eisenhower’s rambling
. public pronouncements), phenomenon, Pyrrhic
victory, rare/unusual, reality, reasonable/gnreason-
able, semi-terrificy something that stays, sprezzatura,
symbol;&th'ief of time, tomorrow/yesterday, ubiquity,
.unknown quality yunknown quantity, ap/down,
watcky names, want.ad terms, weather-
Draw"subjects for definition from the following items:
Write a comparison/contrast definition between an old
airplane,and a modern kite, in which the kite comes
dut the better of the two.
stcuss the ambiguities in these defmmg parts “used
car’” in “‘used car salesman" ‘‘easy’ in ‘‘easy chair’’;
“small animal” in “small ammal hospital"; “m:’atch"
in ‘‘matth box"; “hot’" in **hot cup of coffee”;,
*‘good"’ in ‘‘good and angry.” s
Write of a characteristic problem arising from<mprecise
or ambiguous language in documents.
Are the terms.degree and ordmatxon ambiguous? Con-
) sﬂéer that Ku'by J. Hensley hads a mail-order business .

.

of ordaining people in the Universal Life Church. A
trewspaper article says of him: *“He says he las or-
dained 6.5 miltion people andprovided them with
ministerial credentials for free-will offerings-or fees
for various advanced titles since his operation began
“in 19627
Hlustrate the ambiguity in each of tho following; then
_ write s dofinition essay discussing ways to eliminate
mnblg,m&y where it is not intended:
There wasn’t a single man present, ©
Shesold Mark ‘Twaln books.
A headline réads, Begin Conceding While Sadat Waits.
A government questionnaire says: “If your answer to the
above question is yes, explain why not.’ ™
“What i s the most coveted award? v
“Pluy ball'” says the km;, in Wizard of Id—to ball-and-
chainers who are poxsud to beat one another.

Why are Darwin’s definitions of be auty and lovo circular

.. and therefore incomplete?

~

“‘Beauty is momuntnry in the mind—/The fitful tracing
of a portal;/But in the flesh it is immortal.”
—Wallace Stevens ..

“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”
Hungerford

“A thing of beauty is a joy t’orovu .'—John Keats
Are the stars beautlt'ul up close?

‘‘Beauty is its own excuse for being.”—Ralph Waldo
Emerson

—Margaret

» ‘‘Beauty passes like a dream.”—William Butler Yeats

*“‘Beauty.stands in, the admiration only of weak minds
led,captive.”’—John Milton :

When is big small? When is small big?

Aecording to Montaigne, the thumb.is the most ;mpor
. tant finger. Can the head commit a revolution from
" the quy" Defmc the most 1mportant part of the .
body> - 9

Show that “‘both sides" hr(‘ not necessarily all sides.

Is Bugs Bunny as md1genous to Amencan culture as Wlll
Rogersis? .« .

Note the definitions of these words, which either sound
or look nearly alike: ceras, cereous, ceres, Cereus,
cerous, cerris, ceruse, cirrous, cirrus, scirrhous,
scirrhus, Sciurus, series, serious, serous, siris.

“‘When it iy not necessary to change,’ said Viscount
Falkland,"it is necessary not to change.”

“What'is character but tHe determination of incident?

hat is incident but the illustrdtion of character?”
—Henry James :

Discuss the change of definition of the word chaummsm
- since.jts origin. : K

What does it really and specnflcally mean to thmk asa
child?

What logxc do'childrenise in choices of words—such as

snew ’ as the past tense of the verb “snow"”?

How. .do children know when they are children? Does a

"chlld" have to be a chtld" , .
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What ls the popular Image doﬂnltlnn of Christ?
l\h)hummxul" Buddha? )

When 15 clockwise counter-clockwise?

Choosing paint (especially its colors) gets tougher all
the time because of the great number of different
shades and the names (or them. Define some colors
other than the primary ones : :

At absent comma makes all thc diftference in thls
sentence from a newspaper aecoun? of a political
barbecue: ‘It should be an interes:ing day tosay the
least.”” Define a punctuation mark by considering its
importance.

Can a computer end someone’ s life? How, in su(.h a case,
can it be defined?

A new definition of the word copics is duplicate
s originals, as X.crox refers to them.

" Define the point-of-view involved In definition. Cousider,

., forexample, among many possibilities for illustration,
that everypne is a number of persons all in one.
A mother is also, or can be, a grandmother, an aunt,
& sister, a wife, a daughter, and so forth. Of course
she has an infinity of definition in addition to these:
She may be a speed-reader, a horse enthusiast, -
a beauty, an Egyptologist, a Democrat, and so forth

%\nﬂmtum
- What s the opposmg dct‘mltion af the view t,hnt the

Grand Canyon is merely a *“heck ot‘ a holdinthe
ground'?"

Take certain terms and give them new definitions. Can
you make these definitions seem to fit? .

Does the number of words.define the value of a docu-
ment? There are 1322 words in the Declaration of .
Independence and there are 26,911 words in a°
certain govemment document regulating the sale of
cabbages.

Define something that has at least two’ opposmg names.
“‘Stardust,” t‘or example, is also called ‘‘atmospheric
contaminants.’ "

What is the result of reversing the principal parts of a
proverb? (Example: What goes down must come up.)

Ask the question, “What does that mean?’’ to some -
important something that needs definition. Then
write the definition that answers your question.

The power to define is the power to cure, says William
-Raspberry, syndicated columnist. He gives as exam-
ples: ‘“‘school districts that cure the problem of non-
learning not by improved teaching but by setting
lower standards; social statisticians'who cure poverty

., not by improving income but by reassessing the assets
of those who are impoverished. . . . The prospects are
endless. Robbers could be transmuted into income-
transfer specialists. Joblessness could be redefined as
full-time leisu_re. Racial animosity could be-ethno*

* tension. ;- L ,*

When she mamed again, Elizabeth Taylor sold the

. diamond. Richard Burton had given her. This is an
illustration of the fact that things have det‘lmtxons of
different kinds at different tlmes and under different
cxrcum.,tances

RIC
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-4 usedin thls statement"

Definition 83

Explain the confused.definition in the following: A (hnr-
acter in thc comic strip Pogo says, *‘Financially we's
In arrears,” to which another character rospundq
“Didn’t think we had a leg to stand on.’

Dlstin;,uish by dcﬂnltlon between the terms "l(m er
depths” and * ‘the pits.”

Frankiin discovered, not invented, electricity. Write
Lompamon/contmsb dot‘lnltlons of discovery and
‘invention. . 4

An old hymn by Jane Taylor says that it Is “‘quite a
disgrace to be fine.” How could it possibly be a

" disgrace to be fine? A
- How would you define distance in the context of
outer space?

How might divorce be defined, as used in the heudlme
Man Divorced from Army?

“Do one to others as you would have them do one to
you,” said an elementary student.

Define doctor's excuse when it refers to the excuse the
doctor has for an absence of the doctor.

What could be defined as a case of “doublo reverse
discrimination’?

How big, by definition, isa drop’ How many half-
drops make a drop" :

Which way is east? west? north? south? .

What defines empty? Are there empty spaces? — u

Enchiladas are the turkcy of Mexico's Christmas dmnc

+**Our friend, the enemy.’—Beranger

How would you define fad? How do fads define us?

"Is it possible to be mildly fanatical? "

The outstandmg farmer of the year, according to a
cartoon, is the.one who had the lowest loss.

“We are now going to hear the Chopin waltz in‘§ flat,” -
said a radio announcer. How did his-improper

»  emphasis lead to a misdefinitipn?

Define something by using the word fradnip to name it.
(A fradnip is a term used as a substltute for any other
term.)

Plato in the comic strip Beetle Bazley is askod to paint
friendship on the side of a van, but he gets carried
away and writes instead a treatise\over the entire/
vehicle: “Friendship is a bridge . .". "’

“The future becomes the present, the present the past,
and the past turns into everlasting regret if you don’t
plan for it.""—(Tennessee Williams, in. The Glass
Menagerie)

An eccupational dictionary has dropped references to

- gender in a recent edition. How is this a consequence
of modern definition? |

What were the ‘‘good old timies’? Were they as good as
people say they were? ‘

A newspaper asks whether government is the incompe-
tent’s best friend. i

When everything is grotesque is nothing grotesque?

» ““The hand that signed the paper felled a city,”
said Dylan Thomas. Hoy do  you det‘me hand as it is

{

92
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What is the
feet?
In 1()8.’, Virginia sald that slavery was *‘hereditary.”
uow Q\Igh are the stars in the world inside each of us?
mstbry is 4 ni;,htmnre from which 1 am trying to
awaken. —James Joycee
Your home s v ‘our castle. 1s a king's custle his home?
. Is *How much ean I get for 1t"" a deﬂmtion of “\t‘nth
mentai valpe'?
iive definitions of “How are you"" and ‘““How do vou
do?” .

“Impressian Is nine-tenths of the law,” says David Rife.
What definitions are changed by this pun?

What Is *“in”’ this yeur" What is “‘out” or “not in’ "this .

‘ yeur N

An Irish bar in Seattle is run by Japanese; the ori nal
owner died fifty years ago.’

Define an intangible something by using concrete terms
or by giving ifpa concrete aspect.

Define an intangible of a concrete something.

A joke’s a very serious thing.”—Charles Churchill.

“That kitten smells black,” said Diané¢ Ephthimiou. Are
some things 1dent|fmble by similar amblvalence of the
senses? L

Show by definition how. contradictory and ‘Lonfusmg the
English language rs;,‘Some examples: man's laughter

.« -and manslaughter (pointed out by Mario Pei the
3 lmguht) and “It took a month of fast talk to

’ cunvmte them.” .

Young Twins Develop Own Language, says a newspaper
item. How might such a language achre\e a private
definition? ,

Chamber of Commerce tanguage changes into hippie
slogans, and vice-versa, said Brono“skl

When, by definition, might a person be said to know two\
languages equally well, that is, be bilingual? .

When is less more? When is more less?

“Life has a lot more meaning since taking the Dale .
Campegie course,” says an advertisement. Did “Life,”

- 'as the quotatron says, take the:course? How is defj-
nition often confused by misplaced modifiers?

Where does the light go-when the switch is turneq off

If you lose a key, is the key itself lost? What defines
being *““lost”?

- Intangible though it is, love can be measured and there-
.\ fore defined. How"
Whatis a “‘low dudgeon™—us opposed to a high dudgeon?
The golfer Gary Player’s definition of luck is: “The more
' you, practice, the luckier you get.”

Thursday, July 7, 1977, was a day that came up all
seyens—7.7- 77—and was thus a lucky day, even for
those who were, say, celebrating thelr thrrteenth
weddirfg anniversary. _

*“The map is not the territory it symbolizes. "—Hayakawa

The mind does not act separately from the body like a

ghost in the mac"hme *’ said Gilbert Ryle.

‘:‘hdght of theyidiculous’™? About eighty
% !

X}
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There Is only one witness to what goes on in the mind in
» thought or dreani. . .

“It [the mind] has memory’s car thgt can hear without
having to hear.—(Marianne Moore, *“The Mlnd Is an
- Enchanted Thing”)

“In the-old days,” says 2 newspaper'item, *if you saved
money you were a miser; now you're a marvel.” v

February is the worst month of all, it is sald, because it
brings depression, boredom, and flu. What kind of
month is April? What are April showers to different
people of different ages? What Is behind the quota-
tion from T.S. Fliot’s long poem *“The Waste Land":
“April is the cruellest month”? Write an extended
definition for one of the months of the year.

Is the greatness of a museum dependent on the number
of bricks it has?

What are some ‘‘new words for oid deceptlons

Discuss the difference in definition betweep 3
“Newfoundland” and *‘New, Epund Land.”

“That noise scared my ears," sitid-Alden Powell. What
definition does this quomtn&gglve to the sense of
hearing?"

Definé literally such non- lrteraJ’aexp‘ressrons as ‘Keep on
your toes.’ K

Write a definition essay showmg that nathing is like gny-
thing else; thaf anythmg is unlike any’thmg else.

Write a definition essay on number(s)after reading the °
following: *“Round ‘numbers are.always false,” said
Samuel Johnson, **The half is greater than the whole,”
said Hesiod. A famous performer of mental arlthmetrc
was asked, “‘How many bulls’ tails to the moon?”’ to
which he replled “‘One, if it's lorig enotigh.” Is it
possible for something to add up to more than it 15" .
Is it possible foy something to add ,up to less than if rs".
Is it possible to count pearls and oysters together" Is

it possible for the sum of parts of spmething to be less

than the'whole of that something?- .
Can obscenity be defrrled in terms of body language?
‘What oil company sponsors the sounds from a seastrell?

What are onomatopoeic sounds really hke" Define them
as they should be. . -

_ What is Optimism as Voltaire has Pangloss define it?

Discuss the fact that Oriental definitions reach their
limits hardly before they have:begun. Do these limits
of definition limit¢ as well, the thmg(s) defined?

. What is omitted in Oriental painting?.Is the omission a

fault? Doegklt change the deﬁmtron of what pamtmg
in general is?

“Paint what you know is there not. w{}at you see,’
said Gertrude Stein in reference 16 cubism. Defme

what'is meant by her statement. ‘}fo

Write a definition ‘of what one mrght ﬁee m a photograph
that is contrived to be confusmg u '
Write a definition showmg that plam-
kind of oral expression. R

490

* Write a definition of pleasure based on. Aphra Behn's

saymg that “Varlety is the soul of pleasure ” _
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What d()es the pledge of lﬂle[,lunu' mean? What dolts -
individual words rhean; especlally. the words pledge,-
callegiance, flag, nation, imdivisible, liberfy, Justm
and all? oo T

[weryone hus a dlff'erent deflnltiun for or understanding
of, the word poetry. There are as many different
“definitions for it as there are people, What Is your
definition of it? ~ :

- Was ali poetry, as the saying goes, written before time
began? .

A legislator said that he’ could get through legnslntlon for
teaching poetry in prrson only if he did not call it ,

.poetry - What definition of poetry is so distrusted that
legislators would nqy: want it taught in prison? °

When is progress mhumnne ‘or does progress always, by -
definition, heip humanity?- -

- **A proverb Is mueh matter decocted mto few words,”
said Thomas Fuller. ‘

A young boy is quoted ina newspaper “Item as snymg /

« that he liKes radio more than television because he
can “see-the pictures better.” What definition is at
work in his seeing?

Define Teaction. Remeémper that one person 's reaction is

not another’s. There may even be many people ‘whose

knee reflexes are controlled, for example, by hitting
their opposm!, knees. N

Define reductio b aduudum t? nlustrnte that it is an
nmblguous term. :

Po children define what they dra?ﬂ/Do they
reproduce, or to represent? Write a comparis
contrast definjtion of the tern‘s reproduction a?
reprcsentation ) K S

Show’ by comparnson/contrast d inition that re-sign and
rcsxgn are opposntes in meanit £

" Show by. comparrson/contr&st def rtnon whnt a’pror
fessor meant by savmg that -ther was “‘entirely too
.much student rest’” on campus -

Define reverse discrimination. ?}

Show by defmrtron that what xérlght or wrong to one’
person is not the same t6 another. o

'Defme the “road -not-taken” syndrome.

\\hmt is g “roadrunner”? Is 8, ds Rod Powell ﬁlys a
- bird that is “‘still runni when some other creature
mlght hav stopped? Do deﬁnitrons and names limit
~in thrs warthe things they defme or name" . #
Develop a' d inition of ox!e of the seasons llk”f this one’
» from %% magazine’: “Autumn A Season for
¢ Hymning and Hawmg e " o
Wﬁa‘t does ¥ mean to be’ selfx‘sh y?'practice.brlt_:not:in, e -
-, principle? " i
What'ls the. most 1mportant~sense accordmg to your .
.“definition?. - N
I]lqstrate unusua?défuntrons ofhé senses, as in this
“quotition from Sh'akespeare “The eye of man hath
not heard, the ar of man hath not'seen, man’s hand
is notable to taste, his tongue to conceive, nor his , 4

» heart.to report what my dream was EANE
B P ﬁ
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s) Define the’ expression,

A

Definitign® = 85
i . 5‘_ ) ’ B /
What is the second definition of “seven-year {tch™™?

1 A cartooii asks, "' Are you shocked at the things that

don’t shock you anymore?” What two definitions,
at least, are there of shock in this quotntlon?

Does tav much shortenim, nuauke you short? Ask’simitar

~ questions of other words whose’ definltlons are "
" deceptive,

What activity do you consider to be “sick’"?

A visitor to Noxthern lreland was nsked which side he

' wis on in t,he confiict therey and he answered, ‘'l am
on the,sidé that doesn t require that I have to be on
a side.” Is it possible, by definition, not to be on a
side in some issue?

Sometimes the sign is not the real message; as when a
welcome mat is put out just fpr convention or when

a dictato® says that he welcomes criticism. Definea -«

slgq_that does not mean what it says.
A store sign announces-that “‘everything must go.” What
- is being sold?—Signs, in a store specnahzmg in them,
Define the tesson in this.

What is a silver spoon? Is it necessarily a good thing'? To
the Jews fleeing the Germans it meant death, because
it represented the wealth the Nazis were envious of.

Simple things are often the hardest to define. INustrate

_the point by defining a door, a two-letter word, a
color, or even the words simple and simplicity. -

Define the word sin by comparison/contrast of its -
definitions ih Webster’s Third and Webster's Second
Unabridged. Why did the definitions change? *

“Ignorance is pot innocence but sin)”, sald Robert
~ Browning,,' oot

+Is almost anythmg that is fun defined as a sin?
“since God knaws when:”’

Define whether it is the sleeper, or the bed; that Lets
tangled. . '

What is the “‘social calehdar.’-( of the poor" E ‘
Define an animal that has a'sociat securlty number.
Define a-human being as a social securlt"v number

Show how spelhng confuses definition, as in the followmg
““'One, two, three, Gough"’

\

& v
.

Diséuss by"definition thé fact of a statue ] shakmg its fist

" at a sngwy sky..
Show that stereotyping is so reckless that\ it sometnmes

gives the'same solutrons to opposing problems or
definitions. - { .

Define afi old stereotype, such as the one that said that a

50-50 sharing in the home was thls the wife cooked
the husband ate.

Does one have to be in prison togo

where it is'not distinguished,’’ said W. D Powell What
is your deﬁm,tlon of style?
* Define someone so lacking in subtlety as to be lxke the )
mother, say —:whc) sent her pnson‘er sona buzz -saw jn
a huge cake, i1 aE .
“There is a supetstit.ron in avmdmg superstrtron
Francis pacon. What.is your definition of superstmon"

* .
Y 4 .

Ny

stlr «crazy”? - .
. ‘Styte is whatever makes wrltmg d\stmgunshable even

*said Srr .

.
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The “‘surprive puckage™ That Hiigar leaves his wife I “5:01.” A sophisticate mlght have said “uuktmle ' o '
clearl u\‘\\ushln' pot. Do people define themselves, as A stock broker might have said 5 1/8.” Consider.
y Iy peog , g
‘Hagar does here, by their definitions of other thlnp” ~ different ways tlmv Is dcnn(\d dcpondim. on the .
4 Define, in your own way, what is meant- l)y thesong .« person defining. it . do .
~— . tlllt' “Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life.” . Is the term {o{almxuanmn npplwd only to (‘ommuuhm?- .
. -I)m's Swiss cheese have holes to holp you recognize what “Hoy is the tourist's view of a foreign loeale defined?,
" v .1t is? Which comes first in a definition, the' thmg} " Define translation. Myles Na(;opuloon the Irish ,oumw
defined--or merely our \'\tvmul nnprcssion of It? said of it “If I-write in Irish what I eonceive 1o be
“Taste is the feminine of genitus,” said Edwar T *Last Tuesday was very wet, Lllko to feel n\ns\on,\bly
Fitzgerald. Whiat is taste? Wlm/b{ood taste? What is csuve that what I've written doos not in fact. menn .
bad taste?~ . R . *Mr. so:and-so 18 a thi¢f and a drunkard. e o .
) Does teamwork mean tw.un work? ot Rogurdmg translation of the Bible there is the:cOntention
‘s Telephone books may. be used” not only for loeating - of some that angels were symbolic of, rather than
numbers but ‘dlso for st.mdlm, on. Does a morhentary " literal evocations of, moesen{gcr\ from God How‘doc
function of a thing change that thing's definition? _____ , defiftdan affect transfation” S
Do you défine television as a literal, or a symbolie, Defme some confused translations caused by L()mplltt‘
mediym? , . - especially in their identification of the sexes..Some”’
Why, by definition, c;\hthcro never be a televisian . ° . computers, for example, have made men pregnnnt .
commercial fhat ends unhappily? . - . o We forg,xve you for trespassing. against us,”saysa . -
. #lf we didn’t have television commercials to define how chureh sign, “‘but you still will hé: tow ;d nivuy . Whate -
P o wetive, what would we do? . = vastly ditferent definitions are there g
. § - * “Hesaid tyee things, but called them by wrong namee,

< If the telcvmon or radio announc“r‘\%lls you to “stand
. ¢« by when you're elttmg, who’s to, khow the : ‘gmd Robert Browning. .
- difference? P, '“Truth, when'wifty, is the w1tth:,t of all thmgs said

Show how the tltles of ccrtam television shows can be Juhus and Augustys Hare.

, o used interchangeably and with reasonable accuracy. How would you define ‘Vhﬁt an unaeknble queetgon i
'QomeOnc ucexdentnlly defined television as an “edcape - What doeg * u"d"“m"dmg ‘mean when we, u"demm"d e
*'How accurate is thig defuutlon ‘whetherornot .- people but not their handwriting.
. it/ls an mtended:onw _ - *‘The universe is neither hostile nor friendly; it is merely
) is a television or a mdjo tommcmml referred to as a - indifferent,” said John Haynes Holmes, Do you
. “hessage’™ . . . define the universe, in part, that way?
. How would you define t.me thought’ of God” ~mcamng . Define’'what is meant by the unspeakable %thc unthmk
- “God's thought”? -7 able - .
Can anyone—such as a timekeeper “kecp” time? ' - . Is an “‘upset victory™ a victory that upsets the vxctor”
. *{The time is now . .. "—Is it poselble by defmltlon for ~*‘One man’s vulgarity is another man's lyric” a news-
: time to be:now? - paper item said f the right of Nazis to march
-  Discuss this f fi :
“*Scientists know no time,’ szud ba Vinci: Give a deflm S iscuss this fact ko;xthde lmtlond , Y
tion of time as he defined it, *or understood it, iri this ports announcer Jack W ‘}taker said fora 1J.S. Open ,
statement. . / Tennis Championghip,*‘I hope'the weather stays. '
“The time is now so\enteen minutes before the hour ~well.”Is it possible iy define thﬁ)weather as somethmg
. said the disc ]Oth‘y, to whlch a listener responded, - measured, in tem:l‘s ofjits heait
“What hour?’ What two deflmtlons of tinie are seen .+ Hilaire Belloc said: Strong Brother in God, and last
~here? . Companion: Wine.” Define or explam hlS defmltlon s
of wine,
What is the diff 1d betwe meand.
fh,lrgutt;,,d] qrence i et}mtlon etween time an “We thought that he was everythmg To make 1 us wish
‘How 1d ob Bly define fime? we were in his place,” said Edwin Arlington Robinson
. ow would a prisoner probably define time? of Richard Cory. How is awisha definition?
N T'r';;oz:‘n::it;';ifczzi ger;]?;:l:t ':"l;esz;fd td(:sttgicl::'l?um - Writing to Santa Claus, Charlie Brown said, ’sz the
season to be wishy- washy "’ Define wxshy washy in
Define what Lord Byron meant by refemng to Time as " _this context. .
the/,A\enger Is aword a thought oris xt merely a reference pomt for
They/really do-say Al aboard!™ What other truths are one? :
. )
h . often defined almost as if they were clichés? What are some words that can do’ quadruple duty?
A pnsonér is asked what comes after five and says _ . o . .
‘‘ten years to life.”” A t1me keeper might have said S . o ' v : S
- v s , . 9 ~ : . A7
e L) Fl -
4 .. M o . ke
‘n N - ’ “ - 7
L VO . .o S : : . , RS
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B What Research-.\nd Roport Wrigmg Is.

. Research aid- report wrrtrng\ is nearly alans for-
--mal, and scholarly. Sources,.both primary and
seco:ndary (from research in- prlvate “papers, per-’
sonal correspondence; verbal reminiscences, “and
;so forth), are usually cited in footnotes and in &
.fbnbhography ‘:}n some cases strict formats are
requlred‘The ‘mode of expression . is basrcally

exposltory, though other styhshpc and rhetorrcal '

. devues may certrunly be used.

v
e )

4

How to erte From Research '

: Effé“ctlva resezrch-and report ertlng is almost
. impossible. without cIear and accurate notes., All -
“ sources should be lnvestigated scrupulously, re-
ported’ precxsely,. and. 1nterpretg=d judiciously. A |
dlsmphned effort should be made always to give
crealt Wwhere it is due and to see every idea, cir-
mlmstance and - argument in the round” That
kind of d1scrphne is essentla] to good scholarshrp
#Thls does ‘not méan, , however, that research-and~,

X report writing has to.be pedantic or nl:ry It can'.“a'

“ be. as vigbrous and imaginative and fulfllhng as '° we . are into argumenﬁatron Perhaps we ¢an B

. any other kindeof _writing. A, scholarly explora-

“tion, for etample into the assasslnat n of

.,Becket mlghtx lead- the researcher to. won w
historical, Thomas. & Bécket he' of she’ dlS--

§$ers shapes up-‘against the more literary Becket
S

Eho offers* us;.or Jean Anouﬂh Usrng foot- -

ngtes or, ot ‘the scholar who Is gnpped by such

W *
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As 1mphed above reséarch- and roport wrltlng
. may simply. hc an exposition of the 1nformatlon

; the 1nformatlon_gather1ng viriety, bt

', “almost

“orthodox persecyltox Bemard of Clairvaux. Theyv

hs -~ L}
‘ K
0 N
- - )
. L K
A “ R 2 A “
o L Q.
v - o _
.
a conlparlson is alrcady brealung some feumd
g,round o ol
’ - : - H ' ‘ .
. ] . o .
Locat,lng Subjects C. . -
for Resear(.h-and Report Wrntnng . 0

gathered on a’certain subject, or it may séck to =
interrogate, mterpret or theorlze upon that m-
formation. The sub]ects listed here dre mostly’ of
ny;: as one .
can see from the example of Thomuy'a Becket,
dents will bé able to take fhght from )
one of them. T
This - sectlon ‘too, is readily 1nfor1hed \w1th
ideas from other parts of this book: Forexample, , 7~ .
one has barely to approach a random topiclisted »e =
here, “A*Medieyal Heretic,” say, befofe oneis = .. =

many s

.into the area'of deflnltlon What is'a heretxc" Or

more concrétely; what were:some of ‘the 1deas$} .

whrch the 32th- Century Christian Churchiviewed,

as heretical? Was the Church right to cordemn’ . .
Peter Abelard as a heretic for ideas it later adop- - TN
ted from the pen of Thomas Aqurnas” Suddehly = . ‘¥

understand Abelard and his timeés better’ if we
contrast him as a’‘man and a thrnker with his Cob

call Bernard 4 saint;-Abélard a Heretic. Before we .
know it we are, t’fsrng every styhstlc devrce and, .
d1s01pllne' We can muster to- explore what ‘

L amounts to a world of dlffel‘enQe' Or does, 1t'7J b e
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88 What Can I Write About? | - - S

.
® ) ‘ ] .. r
Individual Personalities . . Lucrezia Borgia: All Evil?
' S, : Was There a Good Borgla?
Aaron: A Secoand Moses? : Gutzon Borglum .
Abdication of a Famous Royal Figure C Omar Bradley
Abigail Adams:Second First Lady ' _Matthew Brady, Civil War Photographer °
John Adams and~he Boston Massacre Trial Wllly Brandt: More Than a Mayor ~ ¥
Maute Adams: The First Peter Pan Just Nigholas Breakspear, Not Adrian IV
Jane Addams and Hull House The D¥ath of John Brown
Adenauer’s Stand Against Hitler i Robert Bruce's Persistence -
. . Adriah I and Charlemagne ‘ Bryan as Perpetual Candidate

" Aesop: The Teller of Tales
Agassiz and Glaciation K
l\lng Albert’s Stand Against the Germans (World War II)
Prince Albert: Consert of Queen chuma ‘
Johag Alden: Beyond the Legend A \
Alexander’s Last Battle

Ralph Bunche and the United Nations
.Edmund Burke in Support of Revolution
%E._ Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamllton
Byron’s Last Days ‘
Augustus Caesar
.How Caligula Became Emperor LT

- Alfred the Great as Educator K “' Andfew Carnegi¢ as Philanthropist
Ethan Allan . . -, Carver as a Scientist . -
_ Amundsen: A Report of One of His Expeditions

Casement s Death Burial, and Rebunul

Hans Christian Andersen: The 'I‘eller Not the Tales Caetro as Re\olutlonary

Marian Anderson and Song . . = Clthenne the Great *
John André in the American RWC\utxon ) Wil Caxton
Susan B. Anthony and Suffrage e Falt of Neyille Chamberlain .
Chester Alan Arthur: His Quarrel with President Hayes Neville Chamiferlain’s B‘Mty with Hitler
* The Real King Arthur ~ Chiang Kai-shek an ormosgy
An Arctic or Antarctic Journey - How did Chlang Kai-shek Rise to Pwl'er"
. The First Astronomer - Churchill’s Loss of the Prime Ministry
" Attila the Hun ) Cicero as Orator -~
N Crispus Attucks El Cid: But What Did He Do?
John James Audubon- _ Clemenceau as Peace Negotiator ~ . -
. Marcus Aurelius . ’ George M. Cohan, Showman h
Jane Austen of the Small Town : : ’ Joseph Coprad’s Self-Teaching
Bach: His Occupation Not as a Composer’ Coolidge and the Boston Police Stnke e
. Francis Bacon’s Legal Problems - Copermcus and His Theory N
. Balboa as Discoverer ' : Charlotte Corday ]
' " The Veep: Alben Barkley ) ’ ., » Cortez and Montezuma _

‘ P.T. Barnum as a Showman ’ : Stephen Grane’s Sed Rescue o ([
Ethel Barrymore on Stage. . A Great Criminal Reformer £
Clara Barton and The Red Cross The Fall of Richard- Cromwell, Oliver’s Son
Judge Roy Bean and *‘The Law West of the Pecos” — Madame Curie Before She Was Madame Curie
Becket’s Assassination , Currier and Ives .

~ Alexander Graham Bell as a Teacher Salvador Dali’s Art :
Bernadette of Lourdes The Public Personality of Salvador Dali
Bernhardt’s First American Tour 4 . Richard Henry Dana and the Change of Naval Laws
Bismarck’s Unification of Germany i Darwin and The Beagle
'Elizabeth Blackwell, First Woman Doctor of the - / The Dauphm .
United States . " The Trial of Jefferson Davis '
Captain Bligh and the Bounty " Charles Dickens and Prison - .
Queen Anne Boleyn Diderot and the Encyclopedia
Bqlx'var's Unsuccessful Beginnings Babe Didrikson ,
Boone and the Cumberland Gap- . The Pardon of Dreyfus

37




Isadora Duncan
Edward the Confess,
The First Queen Ejizabeth _ .
The Second Queen Elizabeth
Erasmus and Thomas More |
Mary Ann Evans alias George Eliot¢
The Empress Eugenle : 3
Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot ‘
Edward Fitzgerald as Translator.
Henry Ford and the Assembly Line
George Fox and the Qudkers . ¥
Frapco as a8 Soldier .
Anné Frank and Her Diary '
“Fulton’s Folly” . S
Galen and Astronomy
Galileo’s Troubles -
‘Gandhi and' Pacifism ‘
William Lloyd Garrison
Geronimo in Old Age
Lillian and Dorothy Gisn o
Gordon at Khartoum | ) '
Grant and Lee at Appomattox
Grant's Troubles as President
‘"The Nine- Dayv Reign of Lady Jane Grey
Zane Grey’s Writing Success -
D.W. Griffith and c‘he Making of The erth ofa Natxon
Haakon.VII, King of Norway .
Hadrian the Buxlc(er .
- Dag Hammarskjold
Hannibal and the Alps
Harold Godwin, 1066
Hawkins a.nd the Armada
Hawthorne’s Ancestor at Salem .
) yes Won the Presidency
_Bxymingway as a Young Journalist
Hen¥y VIII's First Wife
0. Henry s Latin American Expenence
‘A Medieval Heretic
Hindenburg and Hitler

O~

Hippocr; — A
N erohxtoéﬁerely a Figurehead? '
*Hiss and Whittaker Chambers o
- A Historian' from Modern Times
The Hohenzollem Family
- Hans Holbein *.
Hal Holbrook - »
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. _ ,g’
Who Was Homer? ‘
' Why Hoover Lost the Presidency .
J: Edgar Hoover’s Populdrity Decline ‘ i
/Sam Housto'nés Governor < )

A S o L L

.How Did Mag Rise to Power?
Queen Maria Theresa ’ K

~ Research and Report 89
Howe's Patent Difficulties . Ly .
Julia Ward Howe" - _
W.D. Howells, ‘Father” of American Literary Reallsm

" Charles Evang Hughes 4s a Presidential Cnndldate
-Anne Hutchinson as a Religiods Leader . ° .

The Huxleys -

Ibsen and Censorship

Mr. Inside and Mr. Outslde of Football
Ivan the Terrible

Stonewall Jackson Before the Amerlcan Givil War
King James I: Cotaing Into Power . v
Thomas Jefferson as Inventor
Thomas Jefferson as Naturalist .
Thomas Jefferson as Translatos
Thomgs Jefferson as Wnter N

]

" Edward Jenner L : ' '_

Joan of ‘Arc in Battle »

‘f(ing John and the M'agng\ Carta . .
Andrew Jphnson-’s Stormy Presidency . - j K
Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary - ) ¥
oshua and the Battle of Jerichd < '\
uarez, the Lincoln of Mexicd " » .- I
udith and Holofernes

eats in Italy .

elen Keller as a World Flgure
Jerome Kern

Khrushchev in Amenca ‘ -
CaptainKidd , - . i ‘ .
The Krupp Family, |  \\ .

“Mayor LaGuardia | | o

9

. Lao-Tse ST .
"LenxnsTomb . IR

Leonardo da Vinci

Lewis and Clark Expedition

Ben Lilly and TheodoYe Roosevel]t
Lincoln as a Congressman .
vaxngstone s Contributions to Afnca

Louis XIV

Toussaint L’Quverture

Magellan’s Circumnavigation :
Sir Thomas Malory’ ‘ ) . e
Manet . : .
Horace Mann

Melville in Typee
Mesmer and Hypnotism
Mirabeau—A Nobleman for the People ' -

An Authority on Molluska ..

Monet
James Monroe and the Era of Good Feelxng

L} . -~



90' What Can I Write About?.

Zero Mostel
The Chlldhood genlus of Mozart 4
A thure Behind the Scenes in the Movie World
Carry Nation’s War Against Drink :
Nefertiti, Egyptian Queen "
Nero and the Burning of Rome /
The Last Czar Nicholas
Florence Nightingale
Alfred Nobel and the Nobel Prizes .
The O’Higgins Family of Chile -
Mungo Park, Explorer of the Niger 'S
The Fall of Parnell ‘ i+
Pasteur Before Hls'Dis_coveries
Robert Peel amd the Bobbies
~Samuel Pepys and His Diary -
Frances Perkins, First Woman CabinetﬁMember
_ Pershing and Pancho Villa - I
Petain in the Second World War [
Peter the Great . / '
Philip II of Macedon / N f )
King Philip of Spain ' - 7
. The Piccard Brothers and Underwater Exploration
Pickett's Charge '
The Plantaganets ’Y’g
Poe agWest Point
Polk’s Acquisition of California
Polk: Why Is He Considered One of Our Great Presidents?
Marco Polo in China ,
Katherine Anne Porter inMexico
Wiley Post "\
An’ Obscure President
Before the Presidency
After the Presndency T : :
Serge Prokofleq v
Pythagoras ST
Rapp the Harmomst
“Robespierre and the Reign of Terror

" . 'Will Rogers and Congress

Will Rogers and the Presidency
Eiearior Rooseveit as a Public Figure
Franklin Roosevelt's First Term
Teddy Roosevelt’ s Failed Campaign for the Presrdency
José San Martm s Last Revol tnon

George Bernard Shaw” s ALpha .

. Sitting Bull - S

Death of Socrates -
DeStalinization of Russian. H‘xstory

Robert Louis Stevenson on Samoa - .
Harriet Beecher Stowe and the Amerlcan Civil War
The Phenomenon of Shirley Temple
-Margaret Thatcher’s Political Career

T

»

&

‘Bergen, Norway B
. The Black Hole of Calcutta
\ Bombdy and Commerce
Brasnha The Foundation ‘ -
" Britain As It Appeared to the Roman Conquerors

;

.

.4

Arnold Toynbee

The Mystery of B. ‘Traven, Author
Truman's First Weeks as President
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee

-, Booker T. Washington *

Young Washington's Mllltary Defeats
James Watt -

George,Westmgho_iise and Transportation
Simon Wiesenthal: Hunter of Men .

‘Oscar Wilde in America

The First King William of England “§e -

. Wilson's Wife as Acting President i

Xerxes Examined
Zapata as a Revolutionary
Zola in Support of Dreyfus i

. . A
Places, Events}Conditions

Aberdeen Shipping

-+ Acapulco Tourism

Aegean Islands and Early thzatlon .
The Aegean Sea and Early Gommerce N
The Climate of Africa ﬂ
The Purchase of Alaska :

" Alexandria, Egypt

Alsace-Lorraine and World War I

- Recent Amazon Exploration

Travel on the Amazon ~ v

' .Andersonvme Prison
-The Centrai Andes

Peruvnan Andes
Annapolis a_nd Education
Human i

Antis: What Do We Know of Tt?
he Australian Outback =~ - .-
From Austrna Hungary to Austrra and Hl&ngary
The Govemment of Barbados

Basel As a 15th-Century Rehglous Center i
Bath, England, Dunng the 14th Century
The Belgtaf Congo : -t
The Government of Belize

Buckingham Palace
Chesapeake Bay
The Congo and “‘Civilization”

2




' Devil's Island

Constantlnoplc to Istanbul L

"Costa Rican Governmeny; The Most Stable in Latm
America? o ‘
Down Under -
The Kingdom of East Anglia
Easter Island: Its Care and Operation ar
El Salvador Populatlpn Problem '
«The Equator of Ecuador i e

o

Jhe Faeroe Islands . ' -l
The Falkland Islands: The Quarrel Over Thelr Ownershlp
Fiji Islands and Progress

The Government of French Guiana

* &1t. Fujiyama and Religion

The Government of Finland
Flandérs and the Flemish Language ° !
Florida Keys -

, Florida of the Past - : N

The Gadsden Purchase
" Administering the Galapagos Islands

- ‘Giant’s Causeway

Granada as a Separate Country in Spam
The Great Divide
Great Lakes Shipping
Guadala]ara Architecture
Guam and the Military
The Government of the Hague
* The Unity of Hawaii
Helsinki -
The Heptarch\y of England
The Himalayas
Hollywood: The First Year
Indigenous Honduras
‘Hong Kong
Volcanoes of Iceland
The Intracoastal Waterway of the Atlantlc Coast~
Volcan Iraza
Isle of Man, -

Yo,
" Problems of Tourists in Jamaica

Japanes Economy

Japandse Government Dunng Amencan Occupatlon
Klondikes.

The Political Status of Labrador*
"Liechtenstein . E
Lithuania and Russian Relations
London and Taxation
Luxembourg

" Machu Picchu

Mammoth Cave of Kentucky
The MlSSlSSlppl River. During the Civil War
Montreal and Its Two Major Languages

Research and Report 91

. Colonization of the Moon -

Mount Rainier as a Training Center

“Mt. St. Helens

Makeup of the Netherlands

Nevada: Not Just Divorce and Gamblmg
New Zealand Government

New Zealand ’l‘opography _
Nicaragua and Earthquake Recovery
Nicaragua and Political Corruption

Northwest Territories and the Royal Canadian Mounted
Poljce

-Norway and Neutrality

Inhabitants of Nova Scotia .

Habitat of 0kefenokee Swamp

The Founding of ““Old Town" in

The Papal States

The Petrified Forest of Arizona

Philippine Government Since World War 11

Poland as a Satellite

Puerto Rico: What Is Its Political Status?

Puget Sound: Steps Towards Ecological Control -
Quito, Ecuador, Two Cities in One ;
Rhode Island: Is There Anything Big There"
The Mystery of Roanoke Island

Sumatra ¢

Wales: Its Origins

The Yukon and Adventure

Government of Zaire

Zurich as Center of the Reformation

World Peoples, Ancient and Modern

The Acadian People
The Aleuts
American Indian Tribal Organlzatnon

_ The 19th.Century Apache

The Arabian Nomad _ .
The Basques: A People Apart -
The Celts: An Unassimilable People

Central American Indians

The Civilization at Chichen-Itza’

The Druids and Sun Worship

Ebla People, 2400-2250 BC

The Last of the Etruscans

A European People in Argentina .
Evidences df Early Man in the Benng Strait -
The Hittites

The Hopi Indian

Huns

The Iberi People

The Incas

100



92 What Can I Write A’pout?

L]

Who Were the Ihdo-Eurppe.ans? \ . Battle of Jutland

Mayan Civilization- : : A Famous Liberation Struggle
Pueblo Indians - The Lusitania '
Stonehenge : o The Mercenary Soldier of Early Times
The Tarahumaras The Mexican War
- The Tasaday Indians: Then as Now ' _ *  Militia Children/Post-Viet Nam Stress Syndronbe
What Civilization Was at Tikal?' = ‘ ) Revival of the Nazis
"The Visigoths ‘ . Non-Communists in Chile
The Walloons. . The October Revolution

_The Office of Price Administration

War, Political Strife, Wartime Conditions arid Operations Paraguay and the Gran Chaco
Pear) Harbor: What Did the Americans Know Before?

N The Admiralty of Great Britain During World War II Potsdam Agreemen® - 3
The Battle of Agincourt - . Prisoner-of-War Agreements v
The *‘Alabama Claims” . The Six-Day War . K
After the Famous Battle of the Alamo - S The Soccer War - - {
American Expeditionary Force s ~ Soldiers as Viewed by Walter Bagehot - .
_American Neutrality in World War 11 o __'Taiwan and Mainland China AR
.. The Battle of Antiétam _ i Andrew Jackson and the Vale of Tears
N "Bacon’s Rebellion : ' . *  Radio and World War II
Bargelona and the Spanish Civil Wary . Yalta: What Happened There?
Anti-Aircraft Defense During the Battle of Bntam . Yokohama ’ '
Blackouts During World War If o : « L , ;
A Famous Blockade ' . ’ .+ Philosophicdt, Political, and Religious Grotfp's
- The Boer War c or Movements v ,
+ The Boxer Rebellion - o 0o ) A ’
’ " Burma Death March . ' The John Birch Socnety Where and How Is It Now?
~ The CIA: Its Early Operation R What Was Bolshevism?

™" . Cavalry of the M'nddl?Ages ' S The Brook Farm Experiment
Cambbdian Blood Purges 19705 . ' Christianity Comesto __ (Ireland, England, or
The Cheyenne Wars ‘ ' the Unit'ed'States) -, v | .
Coxey’s Army o s Christiapity 100 AD . . -,
Dachau During World War II , ' S The Greek Origin of Democgacy C .

. Delaware During the Civil War o Ecumenical Govemment .

: The First Democratic Struggle - Early Feminism .
Desertion During Wartime o Th? Decline of Feudalism’ N
Dunkirk (Dunquerque) During World Warll - The Geneva Convention - .

“Fifty-four Forty or Fight”’ ‘ ) The Greenback Party L/‘ )
)'The Fronch and Indian War ' Islamic Fundamentalism g

Frenich Revolution: The Bastille . s Early References to Jesus, Mohammad and Bugdha’

Galveston in War Defgnse in Religious Books

» . i Is the Concept of Liberty New" -
9 l
What Happem?d ?t Guernica? .+  Where Does the Idea of a Constltutlon Ongmate"
Battle of Hastings .
o o The MacDowell Colony -
. Hiroshima - ' Marriage and Gourtship in
~ Holy Alliance : ge s P

Monogamy and Polygal:ny in Religous Groups

The Hundregl Years’ War Old-Time Religion, BC

Hungarian Revolution; 1956

. . K , Polygamy
British Intelligence Ope\ta‘tlons During World War I Supreme Coutt and FDR .
Ireland: The Easter Uprising . '
‘0 t f Ethiopia bv Ital . -Underground Railroad .
ccupation o iopia by Italy . UNESCO .

War of Jenkins’ Ear

a»
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N A S R g Kesearch ana weppry  vo

Non-Human Creature Life . " The Language of Hawali
Icelandic Language

: The Am‘dvm‘l&IThc Am‘dwolf )’ _Indo-European Language

.

The Albatross . ' " A New.Language in the Old . : ’
‘An Amphiblous Creature , The State of-the Language,at the Time 6f the
The Anaconda . : » .o American Revolution s
The'Ant Colony . e Language onithe Island of Skye . ’ ‘
Appaloosa -
The Baboon ' ' _ Medical Subjects .
The Badger in Defense ’ " ) o N
‘The Barracuda ' | Acupuncture 3
"The Bear in Hibernation . I ) Alchemy . . <
" The Beaver’s Engineering Skills i ' N ;. The First Anesthetic V
Bird Migration S /“ _ The Al‘tlfi.cial Héart
A Bird Type : : f ~ Aspirin
The Boar . . : . | Autism )
The Boll Weevil and Cotton |+ Extraterrestrial Biology
Canadiaf Wild Goose. .- /ﬁ . . Cause of the Biack Death
The Chachalaca Bird o o . Contamination -
The Dingo of Australia =~ _ ‘ Danger, Symptoms of
The Exciting Life of the Earthworm ;.A . Dermatology
Everglades Birg Life i" .« ' Eyesinthe Back of the Heéad
Flamingo" k o 3 : General Health .
The Guidance System of (a certain insect, bird, Heart Diséase(s)
or reptile) ' ‘J . Suecessful Heart Transplanting
Hornbill , Ty - The Unknown in Human Behavior
Hummingbird ! g ~ Hypnotism’
““Insect Colonies _ N f' , v \ Inoculation
Kangaroo ' , . . Mental Illness
King Snake d ~ ' Out-of-Body Experiences
‘Minnows as Mosquito Controis® . Quack Medicine
The Migration and Survival of the Mysterious Monarch - Research in Senility ~° -
Butterfly - ~ .o Sickle Cell Anemia
The Mongoose T Sleepwalking
The Nest of the ! d X-Ray Dangers
Oyster Beds ©. ' . -
" The Piranha s ’ Inventions, Devices, Operations
The Pterodactyl .
Salamander/ ) ' Abacus ‘ ’
The Truth About. Sharks N Agricaltural Machineéry :
Squid . Air Vessels Before the Plane
Eating Habits of the Whale ' The First Bathysphere )
. ) ‘ o ‘ _ The Gutenberg Press
Language-Related Subjects- The First Automobile,
: . ’ Sikorsky’s Helicopter
Origin of-the English Alphabet The Hindenburg Airship : l; *
A Study of a Single Letter in the English‘Alphabet The Cosmotron . -
Origin of X%glo-Saxon™ Submarine
The Major Periods of English Language Change Rocket Launch
Esperanto, World Language * Automobile Brakes
On ““Passing Away,” “Expectorating,” and *‘Issuing The Ultimate Weapon
Forth”—A Study of Victorian Euphemxsms Use of X-Rays in the Oil Industry .
< i

‘\ .

< . 102
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A

Nnturnl Phenomena -y

The Results of Glactation: |

Gravity: What Is It, How It Warks -’
The Gulf Stream
Holes in Space g
Eye of the Hurricane < “
Icebergs )
Magnetism,
Moon Mysteries
Outer-SpacacLife
Saturn

Seasons

The Truth About bnowt’]akes

Sunspots N
-Winds

Zephyt

by

Written Media, Spécial Books

v

Consumer Complaints Through Ncwspaper Columns

- Early Egyptian Almanacs o

Poor Riclard's Almanack

Publishing: The Creatipn of Best Sellers

Early Translation of the Bible

Book Design N » .
The First Book - ‘ .
The Change of the Calendar to Its Present Form

~ The Egyptian Calendar

The Roman Calendar
The Dead Sea Scrolls {

X Hornbook

Library of Congress .
Translation(s) of the New Testament’

. Bulitzer Prizes: Origin and Definition
Talking Books for the Blind,

Education - - . /

The First Academy: Plato’s School .
Teaching in the Alaskan Wilderness
Chautauqua and Early Educatien
Cherokee Education:

The Entertainer as Educator: Medieval Mmstrels
Scops, and Troubadours ;

Correctional Systems for Juvemlé Dehnq\uents
Knighthood 'I‘rammg N
Medieval Monks and Education

Oxford—The College System : ‘
The Founding of the First American University
Recruiting of University Athletes o
The Founding of West Point .

Xerxes Did Die: A Study of Early American Education

L3

Professlons, Qccupations, Employment .-

Alr Traffic Control e .
The Boat People of the Orient
Canadian Fishermen . oo

_ "The Canadian Mounted Pollce

Civilian Conservntxon _Corps
Eskimo Occupations

- The Industrial and Professional Role"of Women Durin

World War I
Market Week in’ ' <
Mining in Chile )
The Operation of an Ocean Liner o
Peonage
. Seafolk of the Sub-Arctic
American Seaman/Seawgman Occupations
Siberian Occupations ‘
The U.S. Mint System
Unemployment in History
The WPA .
Xerox Company Competitors
/
Human-Made Constructions and Designs

/

<

The Alcan Highway .

The Building bf the ‘Alhambra *
"The First American East-West Trains'
Pressed-Metal Ornamentation in Architecture
The Atlantic Cable
The Tower of Babel
The Battle Helmet in
The Bayeaux Tapestry

* Bell ﬁ‘oundmg , “L *

The Mystery of Bridge Building :

Testing Bridge Strengths

Canal-Building .

Cathedrals of Sir Chnstépher Wren

Cdévered Wagon

The Crystal Palace of Queen chtona

Construction of the Eiffel Tower

Elgin Marbles ~ -

Erie Canal _ - \ » .

The Gold Museum of Bogotd S v

The Golden Gate . -

The Great Wall of China’

‘The Hanging Gardens of Babylon .

Hollywood Bowl . . ’

Making of Hoover Dam

Houston Ship Channel

The Leaning Tower of Pisa

New Mexico Fort of the 19th Century
\—The Panama Canal Locks oo

>

vy

\



Research and R.e’p‘orﬁt .95

N -
The Original Puppet:; B _ " €ocoa .
Pyramid Construction Cotton History . v '
Early Railroad Building g T, _ Cranberries. o
“Jungle Railroads: Costa Rica or Panama - Dindelions T w0 i
"The Rlchest Street In the World ‘ ) ~ The Ginseng Plant -~ ' ’ >
Showboats e oL ! Protection of Crops Without Insecticides '
The Stradivarius. Violin - | .t - .
The Taj Mahal - B ' - Media and Media Events ‘
The Trans-Canada_Railroad . o N ’
Tikal Pyramids: How Are They Uncovered " The Abbey Theatre of Dublin ' }//
A Viking Boat - > The Academy Awards
-The Construction (or Re- Constructlon) ot‘ . Early Advertising Slogans That Have Survlved
Westminster Abbey : ) ‘The First Adveytlsing
World's Fair in Chicago, 1893 . Amateug‘Fxl aklng
The Dam of the Zuider Zee : ) Cannes Film Festival
) . . How the Comlcs Began
Sports, Entertainments, Recognltlons { Life Magazine and Photography
The First Automobile Race ' o One Hundred Years of Headlines . :
Boogle Woogie " : Twenty-Five Yéars of Public Television . v E
Erfflish Channej Swims ’ . " The Origin.of Radio Broadcasting in the Unlted States
" Greyhound Racing. - . Y . The First Photography
The Hall of Fame: Its Opexation. . . Early Radio Technique
’ Hockey _ ~. L " Quiz Show Scandals _
Indtan Dance : - - - The $64,000 Question e
The Kentucky Derby _' o Subliminal Advertising -~
The Triple Crown : : ’ Orson Welles’ Report of an “Invasion,” October 30, 1938
" Yacht Racing ' : -y Yellow Journalism ' \
B . . Famous Hoaxes
Sciences, Studies, Skills, Inquiries, . : )
Observations of the.Umverso “ Miscellaneous \J :
Acoustics .
Aerial Photography \x - The Aa Rivers
Determmmg the Age of the Earth ' i Absorption and Osmosns/“Arctlc Hysteria”
Anthropology: One Way of Studying the History of The Complex Adoption Procedure - 4
Humanity : - The Albany Congress _ : | .
Timing thJAges of Humamty by Archaeology . The Alien and Sedition Laws
The Use of Astronomy to Measure Time . - A How to Become an American Citizen
Research in Egyptology . S - Chronological History of.Integration in Amenca \
Fingerprinting e e Annexation of Territory
- Futuristics . . _ April Fdols~Day
Tracing Genealogy C : I . Arlington Cemetery
". Hieroglyphics ~ Sales of Autographs -’
Hymnology. ‘ ‘ : - The Aztec Priest '
Oceanography . : ,The Case That Ended Blackllstmg on Televnslon
Paleontology : - Carpetbaggers
Psychology (Psychoanalysns) and Nursery ‘Rhymes Caviar
Telepathy ) \ " ACheese Type S
Worship of the Heavens ' * " Chic Europe: Mainly American?
Flora and Derivatives B E Is-There Consciousness Before Birth?
e . Ancient Cosmetics
" .The Big Thicket ot‘_’l‘exas L . (‘Jriminal Reform
The Black Forest ; o

‘The Deirdre ‘Legend
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96 What Can I Write About?

What Outlook for Democracy in Argentina?

Can You Spare a Dime?—The Conditions of the Average

Citizen During the Depression
Divorce Among Royal Members
The Welsh Eisteddfod
Emancipation Proclamation
The Belief in the ““Evil Eye”
The Fair Deal-\

History of Fasting

Fata Morgana

Ancient Financial Credit

The First Labor Union

The Get-Rich Quick Schemes
Great Lakes o
The Origin of Hallowe’en
Heraldry

Holy Roman Empire :
House of Commons, House of Lords .

v

Y

* The Huguenots

The Ice Age

Care of Illegitimate Children : S
The Industrial Revolution .
Inheritance Taxes i

" The fron Age

The Italian Renaissance
Juvenile Court '
The Know-Nothings
Law Enforcement

A Legal System in Elizabethar; Times for Protecting
the Writer

The Longest Wait

‘. The Parliament of India

v

The Beginning of Marriage-Ceremony Traditions
May Day '

‘ Small States—-llsrael. Athens, Florence, Elizabethan ”.

England—as great influences
The New Copyright Laws
The New Deal - -
Nuremberg Trials N
The Historical Limits of America’s Open 'D_oor."olicy
Paintings as History -
The Canadian Parliament ' . -
Popular Songs During the Civil War
Culture During the Restoration Period
How Docs/Did'Ro'yal'ty View Cbmmoners'?
Runaways '
Salem Witchcraft Trials
San Francisco Conference '
Seven: The Magic Number of the Ancients >

" Snake Worship/The Spanish Inquisitien

The State Lottery
U.S. Aid

.Voodooism in Haiti

Votilﬁ'Rights of Blacks in the Post-Civil-War South
Women’s Suffrage Fights in Great Britain

What We Know About Ourselves

World Trade _ .
Yugoslavia After Tito )

The Ancient Yule

The Zambezl River
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Whnt Creatwe Wntmg Is , T

Creative wrltmg is essentially mmgmatwe It most
often takes the form of drama, fiction, or poetry"
(including songs). But given that imaginative '
reach, along with the language tools and tech-
niques 'nee,ded to realize it, any form of writing
discussed in this book can become creative. One
might call this type of writing full-blooded—
nourished, as it must be, with an abundance of
heart. - e

How to Write Creatively

In this type of wntmg, followmg a format ¢
cramp a writer’s style. At bottom, there is :t)\
way one can tell another person how to write
creatively. Probably no teacher can do much
more than inspire the student with a quality set
of rhetorical tools, an open atmdsphere, a love
of language, and a sense of possibility, then let
the newborn beast have 1ts head and opt\ for

the best.

The natural element of creative writing is free-
dom. This is the place tolet go, to let the student
be. Of course that does not mean that the teach-
er abandons any new writer to a miasmé& of self--
indulgence. Rather, the student should be guided"

"and —encouraged ' through' the certain failures,-.

through try after try and endless errors and those.
very few quiet triumphs, until he or she begins »
_ to realize that dreams can indeed come alive,

take shape and grow, stand full and real as any -

creature of bone, flesh, blood.

Here again is where we call up every wkiting
mode and device we can think .of—not only the
modes touched upon in this book, but other
more literary devices as well. We bring to bear the
full force of metaphor, alliteration, repetition,

CREATIVE WRITING

~ . ’ ,‘ ) “

.thyme, rhythm, mete_zr,.\and so on—all with the

understanding that nothing is- sacred if it holds
the student back from creative expression. It can
be instructive and fun simply to experiment with
such devices. But in the end they will probably
be used less for their own sake than because they
are evoked, often mysteriously, called up out of
the material itself, whatever it may be. |

So it is indeed clear that this is not the time
to worry too much about sentence fragments,

- erratic punctuation, or many of the other gram-
_matical *tlements that must necessarily cpncern

us in more formal types of composition. There is

at least one handy rule-of-thumb for creative -
writing: If it ‘works,. use it.

-Locatmg Subjects for Creatwe Wrxtmg

The. subjects listed in thxs\sectxou do not pret;engl
to be anythmg more than suggestions, ideas for

_ approaching various forms of creative writing.
*They could inspire almost anythmg—a play, a
* story, a poem or song,a character sketch, a writ- .
. ing expériment. It hardly matters. More impor-

tant than the image or idea 1s the 1mag1natxon it
fires.

Itisin many ways apparent fromr the above
‘that any section in this book may be used to fire
that creative imagination. Special attention might
‘well be paid, though, to the chapters on narrative
and' description. Some narrative element is often
important, even essential, in creative writing.

- Crafting more or less footloose material to the

.demands of a narrative line, makingit fit, making
it belong, can lift a common piece of descriptive
or expository writing towards something larger,

give it form, harmony—turn.it, that is to say, -

towards art.

. 108 S
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98  What Can I Write About? .

-Brainstorming Fictional Themes ‘ * ' dehumanization of sex
; ' . searching for Atlantis
me and the computer holocayst
memorles of smoke promise, no dellvery
memorles in smoke - I born every minute
o *one more, too many | repository of records found 1000 years from now -
due unto others never made public until now
transients eating around a campﬁrc o the perfect arrangement )
" déprivation of the mind . ' best in the West
smashing taboos ' - acquiring a new name
knowing how to keep company away from the door an old (or anclent) mystery solved
. living on borrowed time unrecognized, unrewarded
moving in reverse into the future . - " short reflection(s), long ideas
vowling a new fight - private hall of fame of locai characters
toughest break .- - ‘ Et tu, Brute?
) expccihtlons fulfilled /unfulfilled - " surprising finds about one's ancestry
' a decent Interval | the death or declineof :
mislald values walking away from the impossible ,
tar-and-feathering K out o’sigh o .

, losing battle(s) a historian ofthe - building
still not enough < the last challenge ‘
daring/not daring to do . admitting the truth at-last
second chance . - sceing the light ¢
on solid ground my own crystal ball
duplication(s) third chance
at the corner store’ / witness to
something due™ - making history
expecting the unexpected monkey business ~
marking the spot . ~ “tourist trap -

¢ a tinkling cymbal - walking tall/walking short

; the forgotten year/hour/day ‘ " individualism as defined in the future .
prisoner at home - being told to leave home -
any reasonable offer 2 . ' * junkyard jamboree
suspension/suspense _whitewashirigm
new worl . backfire of ploy .
a goodbye to Smithville' ' ; lights, camera, action
final questions of commencement .* .asylum for the reputedly sane
seizing the day ) , beyond the limits
. open to suggestions . X * " the dignity of independence
trying to hold on : recognition at last .
not able to face it _ switching over
_carrying on _ ‘ ) ~challenge of the spirit

. impetuosity c : _ unauthorized biography .

: . repeating history ) ' : ' oversympathetxc considering what happened
in the interim ’ the real beginnings of humamty
hbcus pocus ' not by choice

e head over heels T , . the white(d) sepulchre
bankruptcy : - " early responsibilities
life in TV commerclats NN - bitter truth(s)
i frustration(s) of the final hour ' just between friends
) being tempted to do something one. doesn’t want to do _ m:ssxon/vnslon at:comphshed
- .
p . 3
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‘brief encountek(s) )

. avolce still heard : o !

>

- curiosity about
_ the wrqng person

“contralling destiny ' , . .

cabbages dnd kings :
memoirs .

easy way out ‘.

the price of glory

best rival, best friend

last refuge

too awed to do anything about it
long-distance dating

giving away secrets

keeping secrets .

those forgotten by time

afraid to let go/afraid not'to let go .
still at large
born exile' ~
all shook up -

v

)

‘darkness my old friend

behind the wheel/behind the elghtball
shadow-boxing
armed and dangerous

"history as it happens

heaven-sent

no closed doofs

unwanted o

Andrew Jackson'’s famous duel

secret life/double life/secret lives
war between "_and.

. rescue squad

" my Oedipus complex
wroportfrom . : ‘

’ ihe last fling

s mad idea .

the last hurrah . -

lookmg backward and forward

the secret word ., : .
discovery of the first wheel _
discovery of fire ST
discovery of speech . - - o N .
stay of execution

forgong but not forgotten

before I was five

‘due to circumstances beyond our control \

: conversation about a movxe a book a show.on television

doing forward

! the self-same wl (from a pogm by John Mxlton)

-

dlsowned disinherited

.,dnsappearmg ships, plan,es., persons AT

'

" Creative Wrifipﬁ 99
\ _ < _
: ¥_wlrelr I was old. ' =0,
‘surrendering

' short but glorious career, '

hudkering down
mugging a mugger '
bystander
returning .
king of the hill. ,

hair on end
but waking up
sour grapes

" lifeline

the flesh and the spirit

long journey, bad roads .
" marked man/woman

unsigned

riders to the sea

. witch watch

parents and children )

. ltmerary\s’through the mind S .
seeking a long-lost relative - : .
first sighting ° ’ ’
putting a tail on someone, as in a spy movie
edging along
the three strangers
if I were not alive

'

} a thousand miles of mountam road a thousand mlles

<

~

of desert sand 4

conversation between clerks ina department store
going backward
taking the plunge .
doing what is expected of you, not dging what is .
expected of you -
covering an escape
letting of f steam - R . N
bother/bothering ) ot

-

y

“~the beginning of consciousness

\

i leaving behind what one did not have m the first place

the learning tree
captive of time
bull ring
the search for a missing letter, notebook diary, etc.
out of Dante ‘
for auld lang syne

~ the wrong conhection
a moment’s surrendér

»

v

cross-conversation confusing the main point
fanaily reunion requiring introductions
“Melchior’s telling about following the star T
words , thoughts, and feelings Qf the first people on earth
ancient astronauts

’



100  What Can I Write About?

> ’

the road to : ‘ a child's long train trip while unattended by adults
morally right, legally wrong - a thousand years, a thousand days . e
night in a . ’ falling in love against one’s will
Inot even for money : . awake in the dark
a highwayman g . " prolonged attack(s)

_ conversation in a barber shop or a beauty shop without benefit'of clergy
for whom the bell gongs . * competition among backwoods religious ty pes—perhaps
one day late . : in the form of shouting amens or of giving big

offerings when the plate is passed around
“‘thee a stranger” (from Matthew 25:38) .
the seasons of

a tortoise that lost the race - -
desire or will power that goes beyond death, ¢

. the incredible journey
the stagedoor canteen of World War 11 - deadlines :
the ringing phone wheelbarrow tourists “T Amazon jungle
overnight o . . leave cancelled . ,
retuming, home after many generations away ' getting ouLafter a long time ’ ,
“ first theme . . together again _
B , a rock speaking of its history going home ‘
.4 hobo insulted by someone who doesn t like his dress, the first meeting in the Garden of Eden
‘his manner, or his dog . ) asking the unaskable - N ,
prchmloric hunt. ' . ' parent talking to child
consequence of someonc’s not reading a letter in time " rematch . ™
. a dream of someone who helps carry the crucifixion once upon a time \
crosses up a hill only to find that he is to be among < guestsofthe ___ - ° ~
those to be crucified : . . things that stt off memories - : :
Socratic dialogue in a fictional piece o the 'world according to )
. j appointment/date/liaison silent night, lonesome night
account hy a prisoner-of the last day in a concentration someone at the door
camp, after the Germans had fled as up they grew
‘conditions of an island prison long, dark night A
having a parly of one . L an experience-remembered more often than any
puqxdiso lost/régained other one 3 .
N a friendly relationship between a miitionaire and anywhere the wind blows
his/her chauffeur ' rites of passage—birth, first love, maturity, death
. gold fever carnlval of souls
trouble between the wcnfh( srman and the movie critle a reprieve after many years of being wronged
on the TV news ]
surprise ending
money in lh? mull.r(.-.lss rewriting s narrative poem as harrative prose
sibling against sibling . :
a tent meeting
. m‘ll(:m o‘r: the river, . .. . 4 medicine-show
a“now’ story facing a hard race
coming back to life trom the files
coming back as another person or thing _ If [ should dle before & wake . .
undemanding of our attentlon or conslderation 1 kind of glory -
the crazy mirror (title of a children’s book) futureworld
“‘a dream deferred” instant fame
L!“F“"i! through somehow . u thankless child, as in Shakespeare's King Lear
something to win over : mowstorm ‘L - :
birds of a feather ‘ ) dlnloguo Including a portralt of someonc who makes a
a fascination fout‘hv u)r)mnlrmblo threat to leave someone else
on any door maklng the flrst phone call "
. lln,-‘v.wrll(,h/lho. wting ” _ speclal crulne
P pussing quietly through o e etornity ywrsus the moment,
-
,
O ' v l (_) ,‘l .
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out of time : . .
omen

_preaching fire and brimstone

\the source of a proverb

_the Mexican legend of ““La Llorona”

. the relationship between good fortune and ignorance

a talk with someone who has lived the history

the classical unities ignored to purpose o

cameo '

the reader over your shoulder

the star in a grain of dust .

scenes from next (week s/month s/year’s) (book/movie/
TV shéw) ‘ Tt

diving for treasure, real or metaphorical.

a peculiar case C NN

rmaze(s) 3

coming in, going out : -

forbidder alliance .

. the missing piece of the jigeaw puzzle

.somieone in a story absorbjed bym mirror, a book, ora
piece-of music

- a single subject treated in varjous ways and for different

O

purposes

writing a theme of a story from the theme ofa poem
close to, but nat a part of, nature
out of season
short stay in
the mind’s eye

inside the universt of a snowflake
before two million years ngo

behind the sealed (tomb, door, passage)
ghost story

a fable/parable for our time

a touch of clasy

rooms without floors

the classical unities accornmodated to purpose

shaggy dog

in touch with the sublime

" hunting with a camera instead of a rifle

refusing to leave the solitary plac es .

sométhing seen in carly England by one of Cacsar’s
legendy

the Ouilja board

the Will of the Wind

out past curfew

contly encounter )

«-lomuntary-uchool burial for words and expressions such
as “ain’t’”’ and “he don’t”

policeman taking a report from a witness and from the
accused

never giving up :
getting to know the world by window- wnuhlny

RIC C

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

e

Creative Writing 101

making a deal R ‘ :
link with etemnity !

) wandering all our ways (phrase from Sir Walter Raleigh)

just an act, not the real thing
a proverb refuted

unraveling lies

foundling at the doorstep
legend of the Blarney Stone
no room at the inn ,
the writings and thoughts of an lndngenous person
a feeling of place

a mosalc tying everything together

friendship between human and animal

an hour in an hourlass: its universe

looking at what - has done/is doing
something seen on the road :

standmg on the head

_interest in the news

local witches
born into the same life again-

eccentric person who saves up fried eggs to serve ata
later date " '

misunderstanding causing humorous results in a foreign
_ country

Questlons Titles, Assignments, and Brainstormers for
the Short Story, Novol Novella, and Flctlon Sketch .

Write as If you were someone else, someone who has had
an experience in a ghétto; say, or a prisoner-of-war
camp. -

“4 Excuse Me, Lord—title for story of. misguidedly rehglous

child.

The End Zone is Near!

Step right over here, folks!

Such love, so well-expressed, is mt}ﬂunusual in these
times. Y

Is paradise enough. A

Fictionalize an event a8 seen by different eyes’ views, for
example, by a detective, a small child, a judge, a news-
paper, a scandal sheet.

. Doesn’t anyone stay In one place any more?

Begin a story with the picture of a family walking along
the dusty road during the Depression. The mother
and father have a pole which they are carrying
mounted on thelr shoulders; on the pole their clothes
and the clothes of thelr four children are drylng in
the sun. Take the story wherever it goes,

Iow useful is a hunch?

The more problems you huv«l,-, the more allve you are, it
has been sald.

Imagine whore humanity can go after our current
evolution,

No one escapes feeling guilty nbout something.
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162 What Can I Write Ahout?

“Space explorers may not find the earth inhabited on '

their return.

What would a space visitor to the earth most want to
talk about? What would we most want to ask hlm/her"

Here Lies the World. .

The end is nothing; the road is all.

*‘It is better to rempain sllent and appear dumb than'té
speak and remove all doubt.”’—popular proverb.

“An event has happened, upon which it is difficult to
speak, and impossible to be silent.””—~Edmund Burke

What would you have (done, been) if you (had, had not)
(graduated, gone into the servxce got married)? Qave
a fictional answer. ‘

What would you have done if you had been mature
during World War I1?

O holy simplicity!” said John 'Huss the .martyr while at
the stake.

““I will not reason and compare mYy business is'to create.”
—William Blake .

“I must create a s{t\em or be enslnved by another
man’s.”—Willialn Blake .

““I have a bit of FIAT in my soul,/And_can myself create
my little world. ”-—Thomas Lovell Beddoes

*“*Any fool may write a ‘most valuable book by chnnce if
he will only tell us what he heard and saw w1th

) vemcnty '—Thomas Gray. ~ . .

“‘A’rfan will turn over half alibrary to make one book ”
—Samuel Johnson. ‘

“Who often reads, will sometimes wish to write.”
—George Crabbe.

“Only those who have eaten, have drunk, and have lived
with a man can write his llfe ”—pnmphmsed from -
‘Samuel Johnson.

‘‘We never.do anything well till we cease to thlnk nbou’t
the manner of doing it.”’—William Hazlitt. )

‘I am always at a loss to know how much to believe of -
my own stories.”’—Washington Irving.

“Read over your compositions, and where ever you meet
with a passage which you think is particularly fine,
strike it out.”’—Samuel Johnson.

In writing, it.has been said, the trouble Is to find the
right person, the right ldea; both i
already there, walting to he discovered.

Private people sometimes make news. Private lives some-
- times make news.

There was little that was meaningful to me when I was
very young—hut that little was a lot.

What will be found in the time caps sule for the year 27887
From dust we came? '

Time Stands Still.

How would you live if you had great personal wealth?-
What dld you miss out on when you were young?

The River Will Come, The River Will Go.

Is all well that ends well?

\

a(cn and person are - -

»

* He was so confused he dldn t know if he was gomg to

bed or getting up. -
Seeing again brought back the memory of

Whatever hnppened to ?-

South.Patagonia, What Have 1 Done to You?—title for
a story of the failure to keep a self- 1mage appropriate
to one’s hometown.

Write a story about the Clementine of the songa‘1
r leamlng‘7

Write a narrative of someone happy with natu
» rather than formal learning.

Write a fictional narrative about-a young person having-a
first experience of doubt.

Write a fictional account of a young person covering up.
what he/she really feels.

Write about a fearful moment, such as a close callora '
brush with dea

Wrile a, narrative of someone who, failing to find a
human’ being with whom to share his grief, tums to
an animal to tell of his sprrow. : '

Write a tall story intended to sound convincing. -

Show fictionally how a common danger brings people
together.

“Where the arrow falls, bury me.”’—Robin Hood.

- "‘He's rough, vicious, sneaky, and loud-mouthed,” says

. Andy Capp\ the cartoon character of an acquaintance,
“but there’s still somethin’ about him I can’t take to.”

.-

N
-

Ima story entitled The Common Way.(or The Uncommon .’

Way) reflect on this quotation fromHilaire Belloc:

“You who have never taken a straight line ‘and held it,

" nor seen strange men and remote places, you do not
know what it is to have to go round by the common /

"

way.

My life is worth more.than two pnges. Evénthe first'ho‘l_xr

of my life is worth more than two pages.

_ Does everyone but me leave off at an early age Imitating

heroic individuals?

“You can’t rob me,” said the grocer to the young man

. ‘'with the gun held shakingly in his hand. “Your buddy -

there with you robbed me two hours ago.”

Using a Glde retelling as a reference, retell a story from
“the Bible or from folklore.

Everyone has a novel in him/her:

Everyone has something worth talking/writing about.

Waving at the train was on of the delights of 'my
childhood.

Trace the hlstory of someone found alone and injured at
the side of the road.

The hotel mald squinted against the coarse daylight, and,
shading her eyes with a white hand spotted with huge,

hurnt-hrown freckles, said, “Sorry,{?o strangers

allowed here.” e ‘

I (would, would not) like to look Into the future,

Dip into a dlctionary of folklore and write a story sug-
gested by one of the motifs you find there,

.,
g

L1
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Many things might happen between now and then.

Write a fictional narrative developed by dialogue that
“reveals cause-and-effect.

“My life's an open book. Time and again [ have had .
things happen to me that belong in the pages ofa °
best-selling novel. I will tell you about one of these

* earth-shaking incidents.”” (The writer may want to

" . entitle this story or novel with the title of a famous

book or movie. The possibilitjes of writing with
comic irony—that is, saying humorously precisely the

opposite df what is meant—should be explored.) - v

Getting therk, not .bei%there, was my story.
Write a progression, outline, or frame for a long narrative.
Where would you like to explore?

Find an appropriate news story in a newspaper or
magazine and rewrite it as a full- bOdled flrst person
narrative.

Take the title of a song and use it as the tntle of astory
" having the same theme. Examples: *“‘Scarlet Ribbons'";
“Autumn’ Leaves'"; “There s a Place for Us.”; ¢

The old drunk at the table bent his head to answer his

Q

own questlon R
‘Every day is (opening day/the first day/the last day).
He hesitated, then said, “‘No sir.”

Lazily the Lord flicked dark streams at the canvas that
was the beginning of Creation.,

Write a story in which the sequence of events is crltlcally
important. Possible subjects: a student demonstration,
a certain process in which you participated, or an
. important cuitural or historical event.

Do Not Disturb

The truest kind of courage comes from defeating a
mountalnoﬁear. .

It started with .
I find happiness in the simplest things.

Put together with other writers—each one taking a certain
part—a novel on a certain historical Incident. -

Don't cry over spilt wine.
Hear That Lonesome Whistle Blow
It Happened One Night

-4 want what [ want when I want it.”’—Henry Blossom

“I do think life is very baffling. I mean, what is one to
do. Sting, or live on in the hope of mectlng the
Queen?'—from Flann O’Brien’s trnnslutlpn of Insect
l‘lay

\

Human Belngs and Types for Crentive-Writing Subjects

fictional self-portrait
my life with Oraculus Peep the Omniscient

narrative of Thomas Jefferson’s trying to decide on the
wording of the Declaratlon of Independence

comlc-satiric portrait of a hard-drinking revivalist
carlcatdre of a character out of a famous movie or book

Interviow with the prcsldent (when he/sho i ten years’
old) '

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- Creative Writing

narrative about someone who garners automatic respect‘
* from individuals and groups

“straw man
portrait of a mugger
“the hunte{ '
Coleridge's Kubla Khan, the person (not the poem)
tomOrQw s (hero/fnend/enemy/stranger)
duel between Hamilton and Burr
stranger in a strange land
Harold Honeybreath
wghovy-off .
~ merchant T
out-of-towner g '
God in the process of’ Creation—God as living character,

perhaps an artist, who need to create for fulfillment .

someone who knows only penitentiary life.

someone who is'lucky, told about so as to suggest that
more than luck is involved

someone who unknowmgly reveals oneself while tellmg
someone else's story

* ~ someone brought to life by way of a secret dlary

a character from an ad
a remarkable person -
Tcarus (myt'hical or real)
the dedth of Socrates :
a person feeling 'oompclled to tell his/her story
a human being's first meeting with another human being
my roots
buccaneer )
shadow-seeker(s) - - .

_ practical joke(r) ' B
Lord Randall, the figure in the ballad
an animal-like person '

’

~ a novelistic chargcter transplanted from the noVel toa

story by you -
someone, real or imaginary, that the world ought to
know about

someone who becomes assoclated both in name and
behavior with what he/she does

a character from literature placed in an uncustomary
context: Humpty Dumpty as a decathlon hero, for -
example :

the widow(er) of

the leader of the gxpedition

your life as a movie (with you watching it)

gypsy in my soul

keeper(s) of the fire

martyr “

dual role/muitiple mu'skn '

a mother, pr(-«.(-ntcd asa chumctc( ina 'ftory

ulegacy from ____-_

someono of your Invention who is ivolved in public IH’c

1.4
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whether {n politics, entertainment, military, sports, or
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‘hackneyed proverbs rewritten with fresh langage and g

104 _-What Can I Write Abbu_t? .

. teachlng—-told about in a long comic history begm
ning, ‘‘The truth about has yet to be told: ”

characters having dialogue drawn from'their sepi?ate S

books ’

Creative Language

advertising voice of a person not seen: a razor-b}dd
speaking, a tollet bowl, a cigar v
a letter from jail, camp, college army . ) ,

1%

a prize- wmmng essay’ thh nothing but cllches

depth
jingoism
pastorel(s) ’ _
book epigraph or dedication R '
The Play (on words) is the Thing’ '
winged words .
singing telegram . ’ .
conversation(s) in the closet
famous people arguing with one another from their
quotations on a certain issue

a parody ofa a’upenntendent telling what currrculum
means

Spoonerism(s)

witty words

deliberate gobbledygook or double-talk ‘\
Verbs Do It/English Is for the Verbs P

note found in a bottle

note found in the trash

jive talk i
satire on sightings of UFO’s or Bigfoot

.a thank-you letter toa newspaper for helping you in,

yo(//campargn . R ye
a parddy of a scandal sheet .+ LTt

""an exam spoof

the discrepancies between movie subtities and sound
tracks

useless wggds passed off ns useful ones

'writ of “‘habeus escapus’ as if written by fleeing lnmate

a letter to the editor about being ripped-off

speeches of one sentence

a narrative in which pseudo- learnlng shows ltself by
pseudo-language

a parody of self-conscious purpose prose

a parody imitating the language and mannerisms auggested
by the popular self-help psychology books

a-parody using advertising language to sell Zen, prugma.
tism, Christianity, . . .

a parody of ‘‘Rime of the Anclent Mnrlnc

silent language -

a pompous ipeech by a politician, a séhool superinten-
dent, a head of a fraternal organization, or a business
executive

Read a certain, notable'style of. wrxtlng and parody.it.

' . c.' J : ’ ’\
a xepo)'t of an incident-in varlous ways: by ]oumalese,
¢laborate dlctlon, or oyerslmphﬁed expression

ody of psychoanal tlpal language explaining body
“language - 4 o0

a parody of language that says nothmg, used for wrrtmg

a book report or book/revrewjor a book you have
,notread - - 2 :

. a story poem,, or song USmg an lrlvented vocabulary of.
" nouns, verbs, adverbs, and adjectives- -

erte a co‘mxc satrrrqadvertlsement for someone who

.

sells diplomas, ‘affldavlts references, and the like by
mall Example: “The very day you receive your *'

\\ medical degree as a surgeon fror, us you can go right

o work on your Aunt Mary. Ifyou really want to be

_  surgeon, don’t lose another day down at the shop..

xteen years in prépa tion for aprofession that .
bquires, after all, onfya good, steady hand a clean,
arp kmfe and, c’ommon sense.’

kribe a rioh- Biblical scerte with Biblical Janguage,

o'a sketch, showmg the l.anguage of* rlghteous indig-

atxon—eqpecnally to show how impressive, and ’

therefote effective, siich languaguan ‘be.
You might, to begm want to read James Thurber's
parody of Herry’ James—"“The Beast in the Dingle"—
and wrrte your own parody of James.

~ Choose a &mmon subjeet for parody and parody some’
famous lines* from various poets.

. Read Orwell, E.B. White, Thurber, Ezra Pound and

Salinger and imitate them in their methods of movxng

* along in their narrative writing.

Rework a number of proverbs around a certain theme.

- The following example is a reworking of one of the
most familiar proverbs “You can take a war toa
fraffic light, but you ‘can 't make it stop.”

Use a comic style of wrltlng, such as that of Laurence -

Sterne in Tristram Shandy, to characterize a scholarly’ -

student: ‘“The name of this scholar was

-. and, though I would not wish to be quoted on the
matter (for who can say whither lists the truth when
it leaves the mouth of its purveyor?), it was a name
that had been with th¢ family (themselves, if the"

records speak truly, a distinguished iine of academi-

clans since theffisecond generation—whence there is
another tale thdfimight be told, told again, I might
have sald, where precision ought to be the domain

of every recorder) for generations numbering
from...” '

“ [

Song and Poetry’

Spoon River epltaph

, Untltled

a song of myself
a song of butterflies
asony u,.lng the th(-me from a folktale or an old religious

book

Cwd?
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a'translation of a poem into Enghsh from a second
language you know

- a poém in Ov’lental form . .
An Ode to My Shoestrings - "' ™~
Ballad of the Dark Ladle '
a song ‘of everyone

a song abouta song

a song using the r_nusnc of an old hymn
a song about not singing anymore

a poem about a poem that tells of something youn mlght
haye thought of yourSelf

' A New Song

. the fotcverness of song
a song about singing

a'song.with few verses consistent with the theme and
form of an old ballad. e
a poem Aot about love/hate /beauty

‘Creative Writing for a Children’s Audience

4chlldren and the stars

Circus at Dawn

rectangles and circles’ .

an oversized (mansized) mole residence for human beings
a trickster story in which the trickster is tncked

a story or poem about what happens when, one enters a
fairy tale

'

a story that responds to the question, “What do you like

stories to be about?”’

4 The Private Kingdom .

The Enchanted Forest

A Dog's Dewotion " .

In the Cloud(s) - .

‘(Wo)man in 4#¥e Moon

A lejng Camera

"a view of what happened when the world began
an experience of deja vl

- helplhg'God “think up’ rainbows, other things for -

; mp‘indopendent dxcursion
i glbve as a character

. Creation .
-a story of a dollar ,

N
& mischiovous cat :
a monster’s story (titled “Mom;tory ) told by the

monster ’- ..

a fantasy In.which concrete details are used

astory about a hat that has feelings and does not want
to be discarded - »

‘a story about a dream house (lnto ‘which one goes in
order to have dreams)

a poem that responds to the quostlon “What do you
like poems to he about?”

In the Sky ~:«.' ) ’

Q
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W/ATCTAVIY L TYALVALE AV

a story or poem tellmg how a certam Indlan got hlS
name/her name

a view of what happens when the wo[ld\j_;d& y

a story or poem answering @quest n, “Where were
you the year before you m?”’

a story or poem affirming there we're,,a.nd are, unicorns

unfinished poem to complete

Saturday cartoon(s)

baskets as characters

Cricket in Pocket

a story about pencils (named Scnbble Doodle, and
Scratch) who write their own stones

a story about the king of the barnyard

a story about a dream into which one can enter at will

a story or poem about a comic-strip character

The Unwise Owl , N -

a pet’s life story in a story or poem 4' \

Life of a Tumbleweed ’ -

A Legend Relived -

an unconventional letter to Santa Claus

a story Or poem putting fairy tale or folktale characters
in unfamiliar roles :

new ending, old story
unfinished story to be completed
. v ‘

.

Other Creative Exercises

Write spontaneously and without direction on one of
these: dog, brick, tree, mountain stréam. ’.

See how many words you can write—without stopping,

. without thinking of order, without worrying about
a grade—in fifteen minutes.

Write a fictional piece or a poem: that severelyscuts out

" details but still evokes a purpose.” ; -

Write a character sketch using understatement or over-
statement. -

\Mlte about the process of wrltlng a short story—tho
original impression, inspiration, and thoyght, the

.

N

talking to the mirror or typewrlter to push'you along, R

and so forth.
Live what you ‘write about (but in writing). That Is,

become the person you write about or re-create; this, .

as better to understand her/him as a character or a
| subject. : .
Write a new proverb (one that is suggested by an old
one) and accompany it with an explanation of its
origin'and meaning.

" For variops baslc techniques of creative writing, study

.and imitate one or more of the following: Byron,
Cervantes, Chekhoy, Crane, De Crevecoeur, Jonathan
Edwards, 'I.S. Eliot, Solomon Goldman, Hardy,
Hawthorne, Poe, Shakespeare, John Smith the pilgrim
captain, bolzhenlt-fyn 'l‘olstoy, Twain, Welty,
Whitman.

23
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CRITICAL WRITING

\&

v

What Critical Writing Is _
Generally, critical writing sets out to evaluate or
to analyze a work of art. This analysxs may be

" attempted in any number of. ways, but for our

purposes here we will divide critical writing into
its two basic types—the theoretical and the prac-

tical. The theoretical concerns itself with genera] "

- notions. about the value of art as a whole (see

-

Aristotle’s Poetics, to cite one classic example),
while the practical evaluate,% particular works,
writers, styles, and so forth, in terms of whatever

esthetic theory the critic may hold. Critical-
~writing has encompassed nearly every literary

form imaginable, from Plato’s dialogues, through
Horace’s verse, to Keat’s letters, Arnold’s essays,
and, more recently still, the applied psycho-
logical techniques of a critic like LA. Richards.
Our century’ has also seen other nonliterary
disciplines brought to bear upon literary criti-
cism—the Marxist dialectic, for example, or
Freudian analysis. Some contemporary critics—

"Edmund Wilson was one—have combined various
:critical” approaches (for example, biographical,

textual, impressionistic) to illuminate a work
and brmg it home to the reader.;

-
How.to Write Criticism

It will be evident from the. above that critical

writing is another mode difficult to get'a firm
gtasp on. Probahly the ‘beginning critic should
.settle for a simple analysxs of the content and
form of a story, novel or poem and an evaluation
of how the form and gontent work, or+fail to
work, together to achieve the desired effect. He

. or gshé would do well to stick closely to the work

at hand and to document rigorously from that

" text any criticidms. made. This disciplined ap-

+
.
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proach should eventually make for concrete,
vigorously thought-out, and fully felt: cntxcal
writing and be valuable for other types of writ-
ing as well. It might also be- wise to let the
specific critical approach*or combination of
approaches—be dictated as definitively as possible
by the work itself. For an obviously autobio-
graphical novel, James Joyce’s A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man, a biographical tack might
be of some value. A hxstoncal epic such as Sigrid
Undset’s Kristin Lavransdatter would clearly call
however, for a different approach. '

Locating Subjects for Critical Writing

The topics in this section were listed prim ily
with literary criticism in mind. H8wever, nz%

* of them may be applied to ecriticism .in gther

disciplines—music, painting, film, architecture,
photography, almost anything. The themes here
generally lend themselves to practical criticism,
mther than ‘the theoretical. This is the-type of
criticism most students would' be called upon to
‘wriite and also the type they would most likely
come upon in newspapers and magazines, Some
of the quéstions in the chaptér on cause and

[ effect (see especially pages 43 through' 45) might

lend themselves to critical writing of a more
theoretical variety" '
We have seen many times over how thoroughly

- ‘the kinds of writing outlined in this book are

related. This is especially true of critical writing.
Even research-and-réport' writing—which some
people treat nowadays like a stuffy old uncle

~ dottering out behind the gtacks—assumes an
, important place here. A survey 9f almost. any

library’s collection of critical works will reveal
that some of the most exacting and often vitally

_written criticism .has been scholarly. Process,

-



classification/divisien, exposition, argumenta-
“tion, definiton, creative writing—any one of
these is of rudimentary value in writing criticism.

In fact, this seems an appropriate place to end

this book. A wo;king familiariEy with the kinds
A

@ R

Critical Writing 107

of writing dealt with before will cement a reli-
able [foundation on which to write critically.
Not,“one would hope, to mock and tear, but to
carry forward for us all the wonder and love -of

language.
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Common Themes in Literature for Critical Analysis

adventure _
adversity o -
aging and the aged
alcoholism
alienation .
ambiguity/ambivalence . .
, ambition '
animalsy
". Co appearance vs. reality A Y
aristocracy
art and artists
beauty.
beliefs and customs
betrayal
R ‘Biblical types .
birth, fertility, and rebxrth
. boredom and malaise. ~-
bribery - B
\ . . i bureaucracy
.\ capital punishment
) . change and progress ] .
: chaos . .
' charity R
. childlikeness, childishness, and lmmatunty
children , )
) choice and decision .
. . Christ, Chnst complex, Chnstmmty, and martyr complex
L civilization
Zrclergy
code-living - N
. common destiny ’
; communication (or lack of it)
community (or lack of it) -
; complacengy -
. comprehensiteness and Infinity
.+ confession
copflict
conscience
cbnse\;yatlsm
, ' consolation
convention ,
conversion | l .
counterp;u'tr and counterpolnts N
country vs. city
courage and cowardice
. cruelty and viplence
curse
¢+ dance
danger

'
3

O
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death .
deduction - s
defeat and failure

" demons and devils

dependence -
depression, despalr dlscontent 'and disillusionment
destruction and, dgstructlveness

d'etermlmsm chance, fortune fate, and indifferent
umverse

devetion . -’

discovery, including self-discovery .
divorce, 2

domination{, enslavement, and suppression
dope and dope addiction

double-character, analogue, and reflection of self in
othefs

dreaming, dreams, imaginings, and fancies
duty

emotional dlsturbance
envy

‘epiphany -

escape .
dvil eye \
exile - -
expediency

exploitation

faith and loss of faith

falsity, preiense and artificiality

fame

family, fatherhood, and motherhood
fanaticism ‘
farming )

Faust(ianism) : -
fear and terror - .
folly - .
free will and-will power )
freedom

Freudianism

frugality

fulfillment

gambling - . .

\

".games, contests, sports, compétition, and\trickery

God and Creation

God and Humanlt)‘/

Godliness

good and evll, goodness, sin, and vlrtue
greed

grief and remorse

grotesquerie
guilt . ‘
happiness -

hem)en, including paraglﬂe on earth

<.
[N
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hell ; o T,
helplessness '
heroes, heromes, and leaders
holiday
home - .
hospitality and offense to commumty
human and animal

humanity and human understanding
hunting ' ,
hypnotism .
hypocrisy and duplicity o
ideality, perfection, and exemplariness
identity

illusion and innocence ,

imprisonment ’ o
‘Independence % ., '

nitiation, experience; manhood, and womanhood

instinct vs. reason and heart vs teason
]ealousy

journey, travel, excursion and voyage, mcludmg

psychological 1ourney/

killing and murder - i
law - ' . '
learning, schooling, and knowledge
leave-taking

life, joie de vivre, and life spirit
loneliness an'd‘aloneness oo
love and affection .

loyalty B

luck machine vs. h‘umanity. ,

" marriage

master/servant and employer/employee

materialism .

memory

metaphysical experience
militarism and military life

-mind and matter

. miracle

‘mischief R .
mob.psychology B

moral code . ;T

*music and song
the mysterlous stranger
_mystery ’
natural force and natural disaster
"nature and humanity

obsession, rnonomanla, compulsion, and habit

optlmlsm
pacmsm

* parent and child relatlonshlp, adult and child relatlon’thp

[

past-present-future

O
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7 -
paffriotism »
persistence-and perseverance
politics ) '
poverty

prejidice

o -

" -pride

primitivism '
profession'

promxse

prophecy

prostltution

race and racial ttitudes

‘ reahty and reglness

reincarnatio and :mmortahty

religion o
repentance.
" rescue
resistance, rebellion, and revolution
‘respectability
responsxblllty
return C
revenge and retribution
ritual '
rivaly -~ ¢ ‘
sacriflce '
sadism /masochism t
sanity, insanity, and semlity
scapego:{dnd victim
seafaring
search

secrlcy and secret world

- sexuality and sexual conquest

sickness and the invalid

social status = . - -
socletal or cultural differences

societal pressures *

sophistication

soul and soul mates

spiritual crisis

stoicism

sulcide

supernatural, magic, fairies, and ghosts
survival

suspicion 0

hd ’

theft and ransom

time and circumstances, timeleasncss eternlty,

time and space

tolerance

traditlon and insularity
unlty and human solldarlty
unlveraality and microcoqm

118 .
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o : 110  What Can I Write About? : _ )
valué/value system . < o ‘we.‘alth and the wealthy . _
war - o . ’ \ womanhood, feminism, and the rights of wemen —~
the wasted life, the empty life” - " youth ' o » s
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