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Critics of the cammuni*y callege ire. just;fled in
challenginq unsubstantia?&ﬂ statements about the institution by :
college spokespersons or'in public relations releases disguised as
institutional analyses. Durinq the 1960's, for example,: increasing -
enrollments were often cited as evidence of public support for .
community. calleges——wltheut reference to:the social and demographic !
factors that caused the enrallment boom. Similarly, claims that- .\ -
community colleges do a better job of teaching than reseafshaﬂriented. 2
nriiversities are .not substantiated by evidence of actual: stuﬂent : e
1earnina. Critics should not,: hawever,,canfuse institutional - . o
“intentions with actual outcomes by. asserting. that because :Qmmunlty
colleges havée not eliminated the social class structure, they arce -
part of a conspiracy to maintain it. Indedd, the community colleges
- have provided higher education with a means_of accommodating the - S
_increased demand for educational access that emerged in the 1960°'s _
“without "compromiging the quality. of the universities. The two- year
" college praviaea access to. stuéents vho could not othervwise:

ABSTéAcm'

_ participa*te’in ‘higher eduéatian. assured a mechanism of- saciai

-mobility, and helped the" céuntty avoid the probleas faced by Eurapean
" nations who have no alternative means of dealing yith students wWhos
.are not admitted: by universities_-ﬁhile the critic shauld ‘expose
rhetarical aberratians. s/he shauld aa g0 to: prctect the- rea; virtues

Qf the cammunity ccllege. (JE) B ‘A~
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aiqe ColTege Ro1e,"'brgught tégethgr t¥e[a]1egat1ons made"

5

{gpvby thase who have Cr1£fcizedithé cnmmunity cc]]egeé

snc1a1 FD1E : 'an ;vg-»HVX*

LT .
AT

'«Ltuftmn but as McLuhan Sa1d ”If ;yau% Waﬁ

ét the 1nst1tut1ons as a greup And we. hav

un11m1ted good that are then made by nat10na] spokesperscns whgse\pr1maﬁ§

.

During the 196@5 they were’ say1ng that growth L

_ was the §1ne qua non, that the commun1ty ca?]eges were the best th1ng that had

rever happgne;_ 01Amer1can educat1on 'V"We can\prave that," they sa1d '"Look'atx‘

the growth' : GDk at thafpegple f]otk1ng to our doors." Purpasefu11y 1gnar1ng

\the warld War II btrth rate that nad led tc a substantia1 1ncrease 1n the o f ,' ’

‘at1on S papuiatﬁcn of 18 yearsDTds in the IQEDS, they aTso pTEyed dawn the tact
'~thatfmore peop]e wanted to go to schoo] than had ] chosen in ear11er decades

The conmun1t§!c011eges happened to be conven1ent §c§5551b1e 1n5t1tut1cns Far -

i




3 5the teachers are not a1so Qrodu,t1ve Sﬁh [
. ;}- &

7:_ peop1e are suppcsed‘ﬁg learn sométh1ng Byadef1n1t1anvteac:fﬁg effects 1earn1ng 'f

AR ,r.._

,\ \\\. s

:qi Suppﬂrtéd by the pub11é
. e AL
';dependent on re]at1ons w;th the publ1c Its supporter must Fee1;that 1t 15 :

B do1ng good'works Any SDCTE] agency must ma1nta1n an
:‘3;

- 'pub11c good No quarre] w1th that. But anﬁunrem1tt1ng st
.ipub11§ re]at1ons off1ces presented in the gu1se of 1nst

'»d1ff1cu1t to accept

\

. \

N giad1y accept 1f the peop1e us1ng 1t undejstaﬁd that?;_‘?'ct of cr1ts51sm 15 the o

act of def1n1ng, oF V1ew1ng w1th as sharper eye, QF ef:ECt ng new 1magg5 CPTtT—:'?

'Vklc1sm 15 the art of seek1ng;better quest1ons ) It 15 thE’ar; of'cgnvertﬂng :

\ V 7\ K ’ : £
- because We\dan t d@ research " 1ntg ;kch que5t1ons as, “How SD?" f"Do students =




R \

true fiﬂCtTGnS A]thdugh T began my career as a :r1t1c by ana1y21ng the rhetoric, f,“
\ \ .

mdre re,Eﬁtly I have become a researchér ana]yz1ng 1nst1tut10na1 1ntent1ons and  ” :
eFFects "iihat a1one is 1mpdrtant because there are d1fferenq§§ 1n what the

. 1n5t1tut10f 15 try1ng3td dD and what 1t actua]ly does Sdme of the other

o r’

cr1t1c5 haVEiCDﬁquéd 1ntent1ons -and Dutcomes They say that because the commu-a S
. : 1_\,,> -
n1ty cglleges’haVE not d5515ted in overtdrn1ng the 59c1a] c1ass structure of :

5

\‘-'\ !,|

Amer1ca (as tho*gh any 1n“diﬁut1dn‘1n 1tse1fiiou1d effect a c1ass1ess 50c1ety),;

théy are part QF‘f ddnsp1racy dESTQﬂEd’thm31ﬂt31ﬁ 1t

"

The commu ty ca11eges d1d some usefuT things an’ the 19605 %Tﬁéy77

popu1ar1zed ca]]ege ,o1ng and made it poss1b]e Fdr many peop]e whd wou]d no: »'gz»

have dtherw1se partic1,ated in h1gher educat1dn td begin the1r co]]ege careers

1r§1t1és frdm hav1ngvto convert themse]ges 1nto senething

N g

The un1ver§1t1es woqu have had to expand dramat1ca11y dﬁ

They a]so saved fhé uniy

Dther than what they wereﬂ

tO take the 1nf1ux of student§ whd weré c]amor1ng fdr adm1551on They cou1d not
f \ B
Qng what\un1ver51t1es dd best The CQmmun1ty
i
co]]eges protectedrthem @y serv1ﬂg as: the dverFTOW 1n5t1tut1§% In a more
\ﬁ.-

dramat1c but 1ess ‘far: Feach1ng dutCOme

\
have done 50 w1thdut comprdm1s

fhey saved tha un1~er§1ty From be1ng

'_burngd ddwn dur1ng the Student upheava1d when the pecp]e who demanded access to

RETINE
&

D on?

5e1estive adm1ss1dn5 1n5t1tut1ons coD]d ke to]d accurate]y, "we are not deny1ng

%1 aztess to ydu - Go', to the commun1ty §o11 ge f1rst and, 1f you make a cred1tab1e\'

\F

(X ¥ecord then you can cgme ta the %giversdty « ordon Sproul, pres1dent df tHﬁE.
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gfof Ca11f0rn1a 1n the\19 30s'. had ant1c1peted the demand for aecess and

£

. who attend the’commun1ty ca11eges the ch01ce 15 between there and noth1ng They -

E!

nowhere ‘Sa far I hav,”mﬂfe some modeet progress in he1p1ng 50me ot my fe]]ow ;?w"f

cr1t1cs understand that 51mp1e f%ct - 'C:‘;‘f YK:,

Geerge ment1oned that Eurtcn C]ark wrete a p1ece en V"The CQ011ngsvf

C e o c”

Gut Funct1en Rev151ted " f r h1s 1ssue of New B1rect1on§’ I waht[to amp11fy his

\

remarks by say1ng that ij you don' t heed anyth1ng e15e 1n Geerge s uo1ume, read
C]ark s p1ece C]ark 51mp1y states that 1f eemmun1ty co]1eges d1d nDt sort 7;

students, Shunt1ng them to var1DuS trades, educat10naT oppcrtun1t1es, and aTter—

‘ hat1ve pur5u1ts, some other ageney wou]d have to do 1ti_ He 5tud1ed higher educa— i; e

t10n in Eurape and. perce1ved the prob]ems in educat1ona1 systems tnat did not
: have a commun1tj§eellege type 1nst1tut1on te perform that coo11ng out ro1e Ita]y

and Germany part1cu1at1y heve had dreadfu] prob1ems 1n prov1d1ng a1ternat1ves to’

\

peop]e wha want access to the un1ver51t1e5 but who cannot be adm1tted because Df -

leck of space or: beceuse the un1vers1t1es do ﬂDt have the programs to su1t them

,;l-heve exemlned the commun1ty_co11eges rgje 1n_coo]1ng=out peqp]e and



',; The_erit{ee whe argue thet the commun1ty co11ege is part

hevezargued the peelt1eh ee;fo11ows Twenty years ego ereued 4 m1111on eh11dren O

i TR
3

“ffientered the f1ret ghade and th1e yeer we will awerd abeut 40, DDD doetore] degrees

:i;Something had to happen to/ the ‘more than 3.9 m11113n first graders Whﬁ d‘d "Ot

'7'rece1ve deetore] degreee f Somewhere e1eng the way they hed to. drop eff the formeT

Ty ! "'!
iy

'educat10ne1 syetem We'de not need 4 m1111on Ph. D s 1n th1s ceuntry We are not

z

sure what ‘we w111 do w1th 40, DDD Seme 1nstitut1on must perform the re1e ef C

!isort1ng the peop]e who w111 not stay en the Ph D traek Put enother way, the

- gradee 12 end 14 are the p]ace where the h1gheet numbeh of them do ee

fpeop1e drop eut all e1gng the way end 1n th1e generat1on, the years between ‘

'rithat ergument can be refuted rather qu1ck1y by the ree11zat1on thetreec1e1 e1aee.

“.f1s e Zero sum game If there JS ‘an upper e1eee, a m1dd1e ~class, end a 1ower

5
A

- “clase, ‘then by def1n1tienf when bne person moves up, someone else must move dewn.

f;;a eensp1racy seem to

7f¢:he§1ect the fect that the co]]egee have made 1t pe551ble For 1nd1v1dua1e to move

)

'f.between eoc1e1 c]aseee even though they do not heve the power nor the will to

Tt overthrow the eee1e1 etructure of the nat1on

1

=Amer1een be11ef thet peop1e eeﬁ net be 1eg1t1mete1y 7. .or heaTthy, 1nte111gent B

or 1gnorent, or even re11g1ou51y ebeervant un1ess ‘some 1net1tut1on hee eenet1oned

‘thet aspect of the1r be1ng the ee11egee have thrived on the beTief thet it is.

" not P0551b1e for peep]e ‘to edueate themee]vee The' Un1ted Steteséa"

tials 1eeued_by educetmqne] strgcturee Seme 1net1tut1on muet eey that an 1nd1§

vidue1 heetbeen'eduCeted betohe en‘emp1oyer be11eves it. As 1eng ae that is

true, the commun1ty c011egee w111 have -an 1mpertent re1e to pTey '11'" .

l H ’
The eommun1ty eo1]egee repreeent one etructuhe in the tote1 Febr1e of

Amehicen.edeeat1on Dne of their main Funet1one is ‘to serve as the Tunge Df the;

1.

"

S “As for the conep1racy theery, the 1dee that the cemmun1ty ee11ege is an A

element 1n a cenec1éue eftert to me1ntein the eoe1e1 c1aee etrueture 1n Amerﬁee,;_‘

! Taken broad1y the eemmun1ty c011egee heve benef1ted from the peeu11er1y



~

'

’i_h1gher educat1on system, a11gw1ng peop1e to enteriénd e#1t aimost at W111,“mThE‘
;ca11eges expand or contract as necessary to accommodate more or fewer students
h As 1ong as- they can do so f1ex1b1y wh11e ma1nta1n1ng their OWn 1ntegr1ty as
 iA educat1ona1 structureé they w111 thr1ve ThETF 1eaders must. rea112e that the T
iab111ty to contract is no 1ess va]uab1e than the ab111ty to expand The 1nst1gf -
l'tutf'n W1th a 1eader5h1p that understands the 1mportance oF 5hr1nkage in certa1ﬁ  f

areas/ is ‘one W1th 1ntegr1ty Un11m1ted growth 15 nat a v1rtue, the ccncept QF .

' marke,1ng 13 an aberrat1on ~ The cr1t1c s Funct1on is. to po1nt up these anama]1es;-'

’ -
- a]] w1th the 1ntent1on af protect1ng the v1rtue of the 1nst1tut1on to wh1ch he _
is. comm1tted L ‘ , o Lo . '
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