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In the belief that parents and eacn@rs vorking ké;
gether are the best meazns. for assuring that children will become
111ful writers, this Q cument cont4ins suggestions for parents ‘that
e desiagned to encourage a po e attitude toward writing in/ )
ildren. The first partgf e document presents ten things to do at iR
me, including giving chil ren gifts associated with writing,” '
aring letters from friends ahd rélatives with ‘them, and encouraging
en to write-avay for free gi ts and infornation. The second part of
e document*.presents ten +hinas parente do in conjunction with .
hool writing programs, includ ing—kQZping an optiamistic atﬁitude
soward early writing efforts and.qbtting involved with teacdhers and
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ool cowcil of ~ BECOME A | S e
BETTER WRITER - L v

- Teachers of Engli&l; < \ . a «
. 3 su99est1ons for Parents - . Y ' . é
TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES froM'the Natiopal Counc11 of Teachers of‘gngl1sh ‘
' INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC}." - / .
s . >
Dear~Parent' | . k= - o ;. .
*We! re pleased YOU-want to know how to help the NC¥E effort to 1mprove f" ST

' the wr1t1ng of young peop]b \Earents and teachers working together are ’

.

the best- means “for assuring that children and- youth m:]] become

_ sk111fu1 wr1ters‘»~ DR )

s ) ' ! . - .

Because the s1tuatlon in every home is different we can t say‘when the

ED203374.

best time is to pursue each of the fo]1¢m1ng suggest1ons In ‘any case,

S o

please be aware that wr1t1ng skN 1 deve]ops s]ow]y For some, it comes
early; for others -it comes‘late 0ccas1ona11y a child's skill may even
.seem to go backwards Nonethe]bss with your help and encourzgement, ' .o

the £h11d will certainly progness SR o

f‘n

-
. )

The ers of the National Counc11 of Teachers of Eng!ysh wi;cbme your
o 1nvo]vement in your-ch11d s educat1on in wr1t1ng We hope you will enjoy s
C fo]]oW1ng these sug stions for helping your ch11d become - a bettdr’ writer,

" both at home and at ch001,

-'THINGS.TO DO AT HOME - . S - : s - , ‘3J

v L Bu11d a climate of words at home. Go p]aces and see things w1th your R
-child, then talk about what has been see heard, sme]]ed tasted
touched The ba31s of good wr1t1ng is goo ta]k and younger chi]dren

;espec1a11y groh into stronger control of 1anguage when loving adu]ts-- T .

.part1cu1ar1y parents--share exper1gnces and rich ta]k about those

! ‘o~

) . e . . . L . ‘
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‘ * . v . -
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experiences.
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' 2. Let children see ydu write often. You‘re both a model and a tedcher

9.

“If children never: see adults write, they ga\n an impression thatf#

writing occurs on]y at school. what you do 19 as 1mportant as what you' '

B \ .
——5ay. Ha;e_ch?id\gg see yod writing notes .to f{g;nds, letters tS .

. businESs firms, perhaps stories to share with the children. From time t6
time, read aloud what you “have written ‘and ask the children /their
-.opinion of what you ve said Jf it's not perfect, so much he better.

eiing changes 1n what you write confirms for the chi]d /ﬁat revision

I )
7 B . \

1! a natural part~of writing, which it 1is. /
o . ; . 4’
4

35 Be as he]pfu] as you can in heibing chiidren writdl Talk throhgh
their ideas 'with tbem" he]p them discover what theypﬁant to say- when,

' vhey ask for he]p w1th speiiing,«punétuation and sage Suppiy that help.
Your most effectiwe role is no} as a critic but #s a he]per Rejoice in -

effort deiight 1n ideas, and re51st the temptption to be criticai

4. Provide a suitab%e_p%ace for chi]dren tofhrite A quiet corner. 15
‘best the chiid s own piace, if poss1b1e Aﬁf not, any fiat surface w1th

'e]bow room, a comfortab]e chair, and azﬁood 1ight will do. - ' {
» . . \ { 3
5. Give; and e‘courage othef( to gg e the chi1d gifts assoc1ated w;th‘?

~
-«

writing _ . :

. . 4 . ' )
--pens of several kinds | jf;{ ‘ i . P
--pencils of appropriate si;e and hardness '

--a desk 1amp , N ;ﬁﬁ» *dx}. . ¥\;</ X‘

' --pads of paper statioﬁery and enveiopes--even Stampgx x4 ‘. -

. 74 ,
--a bookiet for a d{/ry or daily Journai (Make sure that the book]et
t

is the chiid s pr1v e property; when children want to share they w111 )
--a dictionary apprOpriate to the child's age and needs Most dictionary

use qs for cheo&ﬁng speiiing, but a goed dictionary contaihs fascinating
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information on word origins, synonyms, pyonunciation, and so fourth. -
--a thesaurus. for older chgjdren, This\will help in the search for

the "right" word
b --a typewr1ter, even "a battered portable‘ﬁhll dq, a]]ow1ng for

| oecasional pub11c messages, 1ike neighborhood newspapers p]ay scripts

:'--erasers or “wh:te out" 11qu13 for correct1ng errors that the child

T

})wants to repair without rewriting. : - .

A 2 ‘ '
6. Encourage (but do not demand9\:;eguent writing. Be patient with

re]uctance-to write. "I have nothjng to say" is a perfect excuse.

@ o c
Recogn1ze that the desire to write is a somét ime thing. There will, Gsf';>i7 )

' be times when a ch11d "burns“ to wr1te others when the need §s- cooT

_But frequency ‘of writing is 1mportant to develop the hab1t of wr1t1ng

7. Praise the child's effor* at wr1t1ng Forget what happened to you
1n schdbl, and resist the tendency to focus on errors of spe111ng,_\
punctuat1on, and other mechan1ca] parts of wr1t1ng Emphas1ze the

ch11d 3 successes .For every error the ch11d makes, thege are. dozens

-

Is

_of ‘things he or she has done Well oy e

3

N
‘8. Share letters’ from friendg and relatjves. Treat‘such 1etter$\as

. Special events Urge re]atﬂves and friends: to wr1§e notes and 1etté;~/“ : \\l_

- to -the ch11d no matter how brief. Wr1t1ng S- espec1a11y rewarding when Y

" the child-gets a response Hhen thank you/notes are in frder, after a

&,

ho]1day espbc1a11y, s1t with the Qh1]d and write your own notes at ‘the o
same\tme Writmg ten letters (fpr B’en g1fts) ?s a heavy burden for the //

ch11d space the work and be support1ve ..

9. Encqurdbetthe ch11d-¢o wr1te away for information, free Sampfes,_':
‘travel: brochures For a reat many sugyestions about wherg to write’

and how to wr1ta, pur a ‘copy of the helpful U.S. ‘Postal Service
booL]et AJ] About Letters\Kavanlable f;enr’-TE @‘$1 50 per ébpy)

~ o~y

’ ) . .; ' “ "/ . 4 L . \
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10. Be alert to oceasions when the‘thild can be involved in writing.
For example, helping with grocery 1ists; adding notes at the end of
parents' 1etters; sending ho]iday and\birthday cardsk taking down

‘telephone ‘messages; writhng notes to friends, he]ping plan trips by

‘ writing fon\information drafting notes to school for parental

¢

./

},your child may take song coaxing, .hut it will be worth your patient

; Signature, writing notes to ‘btter carriers and other service persons,

prepaihng invitations to family get-togethers.

Writing for real purposes is rewarding, énd‘the dai]y actiVities of

families present many opportunities for purposeful writing Inv01Ving

¢ .
e efforts> o . Q - -
~" ‘ - : ' . .
_THINGS TO DO FOR SCHOOL WRITING PROGRAMS. o
6. O :

1. Ask td\EEe the child's writing, either the writing brought home .
, or ‘the writing kept imr folders at school. Encourage the use of

writing folders,. bq;h at home and at school. Most writing shou]d

be kept, not thrown away. Fo]ders are. important means for he]ping

.

both teachers and children see progress in writing skil]

~ - ‘
. \ - .
¢ - . .
) w

r Be affirmative about the child's efforts in school writing Recognize
that for every error a child makes, he or "she will do many things right.
App]aud the good things you see. ‘The willingness to write is fragile:

£y

' YOU:{%Pt]m]Stlc attitude toward the child's efforts is v1ta1 to stregthen-

‘ing the writing habit. ) :

v o, . % - . . ‘)'

3. Be primar;Jy interested in .the content, not the mechanics of expréssion.
4

CIt's easy for’ many adults to spot misspellings, fauﬂty werd usage and
shaky punctuation Perfection in these escapes most adults, so don't .

demand it of children. Sometimes teachers--for these same reasons--w11]

- Y
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mark only a few mechah1ca] errors, leav1n Others for another t1me Nhat-
¢ - matters mgst in hr1t1ng is words, sentencS&, and ideas. Perfect1on in
. mechan105udevelops s]dwly Be pat1ent R ‘ ' Lo

1 4

1

4. F1ﬁd out 1f ¢thildren are g1ven writing Tnst<:ct)on and pract1ce in’
writing on a regu1ar basis. «Da11y-wr1t1ng is th 1dea1: once a week

is not often enough If classes are too large in your ‘school , understand'
that it may not be poss1b1e for teachers to ask as much wr1t1ng pract1ce
' as they or you would 11ke _Rs1st on sma]]er c]asses--no more than 25«

L 4
1n e]ementary schools and normue‘than ‘four c]asses of 25 for secondamz

scho61 En%lrsh teachers o '-f‘ - N L ™

5. Ask if e _ygry_teacher_%s 1nvo]ved in. he1p1ng you:ﬁéters write'better
Worksheets, b]ank -fi1l%ng exercwse$J multiple cholce tests, and similar .
materials are soﬁet1mes used ‘to avo1d having ch11dren write. If ch11dren
and youth are not being-asked to write sentences and paﬂagraphs about

sc1ence hlgtory, geography, and the other school subgect&{/they are

to he]p children 1mprove thenr writing skills. . I :" Ly
L) ) .

o

Kjetters, essays, stories, etc.) for a.variety of .purposes (to inform,

persuade, describe, etc.), and for a variety of audiences (other students, .

v .

'teachers,'friends, strangers, relati&es, business firms). Each'forh,

purpose, and aud1ence demands d1ffereﬂces of sty]e _tone, approach -and
. . /

choice of words A wide variety of wr1t1ng experlences is critical to

.
“ o

deve}op1ng effective wr1t1ng o .

.

y \
7. Check tq»see if tbere is contqnuwng contact with the i aginative

)|
’ wr1t1ng of skllled authors White it' s true we leakn to wr1te by™writing,-

we. also learn to w;lj; by reading. The works of talented authorg should

4be studied not\onlyfor 1deas but also for the wr1t1ng sk111s 1nvo]ved

Good llterature {s an essent1al part of any effective wr1t1ng prpgram

a {, N

not be1ng helped to become better writers.-All. teachers hgve responsib111ty

'6.,.See if youngsters are’ be1ng asked to write in a yariety of “forms ‘ﬁ»;>

v e
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8. Watéh out for "the grammar trap." Some peop]p'may try to persuade

you that a\full understand1ng of Eng]1sh grammar 1s,peeded before.

Students cam express themselves well. Some knowﬂedge of grammar is

. useful, ‘but too much t1me spent on study of grammar steals time frOm .

the study of wr1t1ng Time is much better spent in wr1t1ng and conferr1ng

in wr1t1ng SR -

W
w1th the teacher or otheﬁ7students about eac§>attempt ‘tq- communicate
_
\ )

9. Encourage adm1n1strators to see thab~teac rs of wr1t1ng have p]enty

" of supp11es--wr1t1ng p Aer teaching mater1a1 dup11cat1ng and copying
R

mach1nes, dcctionar1es books about w,1t;fg; and c]assroom‘11brar1es of

’ L]
good boors . -'.i; l

-

10. Work thicough “your PTA_and your school board to make-writing a high

R . } . | . .
priorify. Learn,about writing and the ways youngsters learﬁ”to write

'Encourgge pub11cat1on of good student wr1t1pg 1n scho&T newspapers,

-
lmterary Journals, local newspapers pnd magaz1nes See that the h1gh

~schoo] s best wr1ters are ente 1nto the NCTE Ach1evement Awards in -

-

Writing Program-or the Scholastic Wr1t1ng Awards or other writing. contests

Let Everypne know that wr1t1ng\Satters to yoy. e~

'-By becom1ng an active part1c1pa t 9n your child's educat)on as‘a writer, ’

you will serve not;only your chilbut other children and youth as well.

You have an 1mportant role to play, and: we encourage your 1nvolvement

3
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