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BETTER WRITER

Suggestions for. Parents

frce,the Council of Teachers of

Dear Parent:
4

v
-We're pleased youvantto know how to help the NClit effort to improve

the writing'of young PeoPlt°.jiarents and teachers Working together are

nglish
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the° best-means "for assuring that children and youth wdll.become

Skillful writers,
4

Because the situation in every home is different, we can't say when the

best time is ,to pursue each of the follsteng suggestions. In 'any case,
, 4-,.

.

please be aware that writing skill develops-slowly. For some, it comes

early; for others it comes, late. Occasionally a child's skill may even

seem to go backwards Nonetheless, with your help and encouragement,

the hild will certainly progr'esi.'

g".

The members of the. National Council of Teachers of Eng*h. IcbMe your

involveient in Your child's education in writing. We hope you will enjoy 6

following these sug stions for helping your child become :a bettdr' writer,

4

both at home and at cliOol.

THINGS TO DO AT HOME

.1

I. Build a climate of words at home. Go plices and see things with your

-child,:then talk about what has been see heard, smelled,-4asted,

toucheci. The basis of 'good writing is goo talk, and younger children

especially grdv into stronger control of language when loving adults--

particularly parents--share experiences and rich talk about thOse

experiences.
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2. Let children See ydu write often, You\'re both 6 model and a teacher.

If children never dulti vAte, i th D

f

1

,they141 +11 an mpresson a

writing occurs only at school. What you do is, as important as what you

sends, letters t6Have'chi see yod writing notes to
4

busiabss -firms, perhaps stories'to share with tie children. From time to
A

time, read aloud what you'have written and ask the children their

opinion of what you've said. ,If it's'not perfect, so much he better.

, Oing changes in what you write.Confirms for the child t revision

a natural part-;,,of writing, which, it is.

it
3 Be as helpful as you can 'helping children writf. Talk throligh

their ideas with tOeml help them discover what they/hant to Say-. When
,

they ask for help with spelling, punctuation, and sage, supply that help.

Your most effective role is no, as a critic but s a helper. Rejoice in

effort, delight in ideas, and-resist the temptpftion to be critical:

4. Provide a suitableplate for children tovwrite. A quiet corner. is

'best, the'chila's own place, if possibleOf not, any, flat surface with

elbow room, a comfortable chair, and a xaood light will do.

5. Give, and 54courage otheA to $4 the child

writing.

- -pens of several kinds

17

- -pencils of appropriate siie- and hardness

- -a desk laMp ,

gifts associated with lr

- -pads of paper, statioliery and envelopes--even stawpi, ''
'41

-7,
- -a booklet for a diary or daily journal (Make:sure that the booklet

ig-, the child's priv te property; when children want to share, they will.)
# ,

- -a dictionai.Y ap/Sropriate to the child's age and needs.-Most dictionary

use is for the mg spelling, but a good dictionary cantaiils fascinating

1

<la.

\
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inforMation on word origins, synonyms, pyonunciation, and so fourth.

thesaurusjor older children. Th' will help in the search for a

the "right" word

--a typewriter, even'a battered portablill 4, allowing for

occasional .public ,messages, like neighborhood newspapers, play scripts
,

-- erasers or "white -out" liquid for correcting errors that the child

.ments to repair without rewriiing.

, 0

6. Encourage (but cid not demamd5f e uent writing. Be patient with

reluctance to write. "I have noth;1 to say" is a perfect excuse.
'

Recognize that the desire to write is a sometime thing. There will,

be times wheh a child "burns" to write, others when the neeeis-coo?..

But frequency o f writing is important-to develop the habit_of writing.

7. Praise the child's effort' at writing.1 Forget what happened to you

in schdl, and resist the tendency to focus on errors of spelIing, ,

punituation, and other mechanical parts of writing. EMphasize the

child's successes. For every error the child makes, the are dozens

of 'things he or she has done Well.

:
8. Share letters from 7riend.3 and relatives. Treat such letters asf___,,

,. 1

special events. Urge relatives,and friends,to wr* notes and lettA-s
,;

-to.the child, no matter hoW brief. Writingits.especially rewarding when,

the child gets a response. 4en thank you/notes are in order, after a
9 .0

holiday espbcially, sit with the chfld and, write yobr own notes at .the
. .

sametime. Writing ten letters (for ten giftS)Is a heavy burden for the

child; space the work and be supportive.`-.

9. Encquraleethechild to write away for information, free-tampfd
0

trayel.VrochuivS% For a reat many suggestions about wheryto write'

I

4

,.

r end.** to write, pur41: a copy of the helpful U.S. Postal SOvice

ill About ers f NCTE @-11:50 per tiopy).2 \--'-- t '

...- 4 ,.
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10. Be alert to occasions when the tqld can be involved in writing.

For example, helpirIwitft grocery lists; adding notes at the end of

parents' letters; sending ,holiday andtbirthday cards; taking down

telephone messages; writling notes to friends; helping plan trips by

writing, for\information; drafting notes to school for parental

signature; writing nofeitolketter carriers and other service persons;

'Aprepa$Ing invitations to family get-togethers.

Writing for real purposes is rewarding, And the daily activities of

families present many opportunities fort purposeful writing. Involving

..)-yo'ur child may take some coaxin,,4 t it will be worth your patient

effort.

-

THINGS TO DO FOR SCHOOL WRITING PROGRAMS.

4 ,

1. Ask td see the child's writing, either the writing brOught home

or the writing kept in,folders at school. Encourage the use of

writing foldert,:b0h at home ind at school. Most writing should

be kept, not thrown away. Folders are important means for helping

both teachers and children see progress in writing skill.

\ -
2. Be affirmative about the child's efforts din school writing.. Recognize

,,

that for every error a child makes, he or she will do many things right.

Applaud the gdod things you see. The willingness to write is fragile:
I

Your timistic attitude toward the child's efforts is vital to stregthenT

/Ping he writing habit.
,.

1'
3. Be primarPy interested in the content, not the mechanicsof expression.

,

It's easy for many adults to spot misspellings, faulty w(rd usage, and.

shaky punctuation. Perfection in these escapes most adults, so don't
,

demand it of children. SoMetimes teachers--for these same reasons--will
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,

onjy ajew mechanical errors, ieavin Others for another.time. What

o
matters mpstintriting,is words, sentence ,and Tas.15:erfection in

m echanics,,develops sl6wly. Be patient.

V

4. Find out if children are given writing inst(uction'and practice in' '

writing on a r egular basis.Daily4writing is the'ideal;sonce a week

is not often enotigh. If)lasses are too large in'your'school, understand:
A

that it may not be possible for teachers toask as much writing. practice

as they or you would likeist on smaller classes--no more than 25-
ay

in elementary schools and no.morethan four classes of 25 for secondary
4!

school E1 ash teachersi. °kyr

5. Ask if every teacheris invollked in.helping youn ters write better.

,Worksheets, exerciser; multiple choice tests, and similar

materials are soAetimes used to avoid having children write. If children

and youth, are riot being-asked.to write sentences and-paliagraphs about

science, hiItory, geography, and the other school subject they are
t.not being helped to become better. writers,,A11,teachers)vvp responsibility

to help children improve their writing skills. . .

.

6.. See if Youngsters are being asked to write in a variety of=forms
,

(-letters, essays, stories, etc.) for a variety of,ptArpOses (to inform,

persuade, describe, etc.), and for a variety of audiences (other students, ,

teachers, 'friend, strangers, relatives, business firms).

purpose, and audience demands differences of style, tone,

choice of words. A wide variety of writing experiences is

devel -oping effective writing.i

\...

7. Check't% see-if there is continuing contact with the i aginative

writing of skilled authors. White it's true we leiktO write by iting;
. . . . .. .

.

.

we. also learn to writ by reading. The works of talented author; should %

---- -0,

,
.

4be studied not onl for ideas but also for the writing skills involved.

Good"literatute is an essential part of any effective writing prpgram.

Each form,
.

approach, -and
,/

critical to

6 Ir
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8. Watdt out for: "the grammar trip," Some,peoplirmay.try to persuade

you that a, full understanding of English grammar fs,,peeded befOh:

Student's can express themselves well. Some knov4kledge of grammar is

useful,.but too much time spent on study of grammar steals time from

the study of writing'. Time is much better spent in writing and conferring
Pi

with the teacher or otheOtudents about eadi attempt tcl communicate

in writing.

/
9: Encourage administrators to see thati,teaOrers

4
of writing have plenty

<-
of supplies--writing p 4r, teaching materials, duplicating and copying

, ..
. . I,

machines, 'dictionaries books about wlititg% and classroom libraries of
, .

good book sl': -6;

ii

110. Work thirbugh'your PIA and your school board to make.writing a high

priorley..Learnjabout writirjg and the ways youngsters learn to write.

Encourlge publication of good student writipg in schoch newspapers,

literary journals, local newspapers,anOl'agazines. See tFiat the high
V

a

'school's best writers are enter. .into the NCTE Achievement Awards in

Writing Program or the Scholastic Writing Awards'br other writing,contests.

Let Everypne know that writing( matters to

By becoming an active participa t In yoUr child's education as a writer,

you will serve not;Only your chil04ut other children and youth as well.

You have an important role to play, and:we encourage your invol.vemept.

4

.
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