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A GUIDE FOR PLANNING URBAN AGRICULTURE PROGRAMS
AN SECONDARY SCHOOLS USING ILLINOIS
CORE CURR!CULUM MATERIALS

Urban agrlculture may be def'ned as those areas of agrlculture which
are practlced |n metropolitan areas plus knowledges and skills in agrlcul-.
tural subject areas whlch lead to vocational proflclency,, mpr‘foved quality
of lil'e or effective citizenship. Agric'ulture areas which are especially. sig.-."'
nificant in urban settin'gs inclu_de ornamental horticulture, companion ani-
" mals, food processmg, conser\)ation and ecology, agricultural_. marketing'.-

o

and gardenlng > B
The Unlted States Department of Education haslldentlfled seven taxon- :
omy areas .in agrlculture whlch are commonly used as a structure for.
\E‘I:rriculum development in vocational; ec_lucatnon. These taxonomy areas are
as follows:
1. Agricultural production !
2. Agricultural supolie_s and services’
3. Agricultural mechanics"
'll.‘- Agricultural producis
5. Orn'ame'ntal horticulture
6. Renewable natural resources 9
7. Forestry -
Most, if not all, of these taxonomy areas are represented -in urban -
busuness and |ndustry and in the dally llves of urban people Some of
these areas such ,as ornamental -hprtacul_ture,_ cre centered primarily in

urban and suburban centers where the markets for agricultural products

are the greatest.-
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Aériculture broadly deﬂned is inportent not just in the rural areas
but also in the urban and suburban areas where extensive agribusiness
employlrent opportunmes are present. yrban revitalization efforts have
created a growing -concern for conservation and for better management of
parks and open space as 2 rnean_s of combating urban blignt.

In recent vyears, many‘ stodies hav.e been conducted to identify aqgri-
cultural oecupatlons which might form the basis for vocational edu;ation
programming m the secondary schools and beyond Hundreds of these
occupatlons have been identified and descrut_;ed in various taxonon'\y‘ereas

of agriculture. Some of the agricultural occupations which seem to be:

especially important in urban-settings include the following:

Nurseryworker ~ Plant propagator -
Horse treiner B Landscape contractor
Veterinary- assistant ) " Grounds ceretaker |
Kennei manager . Tree expert
Zoo-keeper : T Greenskeeper. -
Ani__m'al .belautician_hggroomer)' ‘ Landscaoe gardener
Bird raiser ' .9 l Park keeper
Animal'i'breeding technic_ian. _ 7 Greenhouse_ worker
‘Animal warden - ‘ Flow_er gardener N )
Florist ' _ Campground maintenance:person
Leooretory enimallassistant, Apicolturist |
' Meat-cutter o - Seed specialist
Blacksmith - Weed controller
' Dairy product tester Srnal_l anirnel sopr:lier
Produce manager - Conservation eide

Floral designer



For additional information on,'agriculture’emp'loyment opportunities in
' lllinois, the readerushould refer to a»recent survey!.\ conducted, 'b'y Carolyn
Sands as a part of the lllinois Core Curriculum Project. |
Occupations such as those l|sted above can be used as a basis for
determnnlng the content of an ‘urban vocational education programin agri-
_culture. If schools plan’to offer vocatlonal education to prepare students
for erqployment in these areas, local surveys need to be conducted to deter- )

mine employment opportunities and to identify competencies which students

" need for entry-level employment. ¢

* Functions of Agricultural Education in Urban Areas .

»

Agr'iculture instruction can serve several func'tio.ns, in 'metropoljtan-
schools~'-' hoivever the prlmary functlon emphasized in this curric'ulum
guide is vocatlonal educat|on. _Many urban. students can ’find‘ employment
“in _agr‘icultural occupations in either ‘'urban or rural.areas. 'With'the_pool
. of farm-reared students growing smaller and smal,ler, stronger demands will
be made on urban youth to prepare themsel\7esl for agricultural occupations.
Urban sc'hools need to preparestudents for,agricultu:al occupations which
_exist in urban areas |n the same way th;at. they. prepare students for =
employment in other vocational areas. However, some students may develqp
an interest in aorlcultural careers whlch will lead them to employment in
rural areas. The vocational functlon of aqucuitural education in urban
'schools should provide for those students who plan to enter- ‘the labor
‘market upon leaving high school ‘and those students who pian to cont|nue

0 L3
'thelr vocational education in agrlculture at the postsecondary level

1sands, Carolyn, Burton Swanson and John H. Herbst. Employment Trends

in 1Ninois Agriculture, Diyision of Agricultural Education, University of

Illinois, Urbana, illinois, 1980. B T
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A secdnd ~function of agr'icultural' education in urban schools is to‘ |
_serve"the practical arts and avocationa!‘ needs of youth. The trend towards
more leisure time and apartment living s_ug:gests .a neéd to assist studentts
in identifylng and enjoying leisure activities related to agriculture. G_rowe
ing blan’ts; caring for turf and ornamental plants mahagin.g corrlpanion
animals and pets, qardemng, f'shing and huntlng, studylng nature and
other agrlcultural actwutles could be taught in an_ urban agrlculture pro-'
gram |

A third function of agrlcultural education m ‘urban settlngs is citizen-
. ship educatlon ~«If urban resudents are to functlon as intelligent cpnsumers-'
of agricultural products and llf ‘theéy are to dlscharge thelr civic dutles
regardlng agrlcultural policy, some mvolvement in an organlzed agrlculture :
- CQMTse or program-.seems |mperat|ve. Agrlcultural education can be taught

“as an important part of ger;eral education ,either through-separate courses

‘

_or integrated ‘into general education courses. . -
A fourth functlon whlch might be served by offerlnq agrlcultural
_educatlon in urban schools is to use agrlculture as a vehicle for teachmg.
other subject areas or as a vehicle for servmg students with, speclal needs.
"-'“Many- teachers have found that' basnc._educatlonal areas such as mathematics,
science and commun_ications can. be taught' eftectively in agriculture courses’
and ‘that correlating lnstruction in agriculture and the  basic .education“
areas can ‘result ln increased motiva_t_ioh for learning. ' ‘Throughout the
United States; “an i.ncr,easing' number of educators .have been. using agri-
culture 'as.a‘ therapy activity for people with mental_ health problems ahd
for ?hi_or vitizens who need "hands-on" act'ivity to occupy their ‘ti‘me.
_Thus, _horticulture 'th'erapy has become an' |mportar1t - function of ~agri- -

cultural education in hospitals and rehabllltatlon centers throughout the

nation.- L . , 9



Federal Legislative Provisions

", Traditional brograms‘ of vocational agriculture -have been offered in

rural schools in Illinois " in the past under the ‘Smith-Hughes Act passed in -

1917.

P

Clearly, the thrust of this Act was to promote the vocational aspects of

farming"

The Smith-Hughes Act provided - r_eimbursement *for prograrh's that

addressed the following purposes: _ : -

that ""such education shall -be to fit for u'sef”ul'employment,

that such education shall be less than'col_lege grade,

.
Ca

that such education be desiqned to meet the needs of persons

over fourteen years of age who have - entered upon or who are

'preparlng to enter upon the work of the farm or of the farm

home "2 N . : ' S

“agricultural education in the secondary schools and to prepare students for

Noth\ng in th|s Act suggested that urban agricultural education

'should be consndered or encouraged

In 1963 new federal legislation changed the def|n|tion and scope of

vocational education in agriculture and broadened the objectlves of voca-

t:onal agrlculture programs.. The Vocational Educat!on Act of 1963 included

the ~fo| lowing passaqe:

N

"Any amounts allotted (or apportloned) under such tltles Act or '

Acts for agrlculture may be /used for vocatlona educatlon in any
occupatlon ,lnvolvmg knowledge and skills in agrlcultural sub:
]ects, whether or not such occupation |nvolves work of the farm -
or,,of the farm home, and suc.x educatlon may be provided with-
out directed or supervised practice on a farm."3-

2Sr'nit'h-Hu_g'h'es‘ Act. - “© ” ; T \\

3V_ocational Educat.ion Act of 1963.

10
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With the passage of the Vocatvonal Education’ Act ofl 1963 the pOSSlbllltleS

- lt‘

for offerlng VOCationaI agrltulture for of f~farm aqucultural occupatlons in

~ urban ‘areas greatly increased. - Curing the past 15 years some urban and

suburban-’ schools have moved to add ornamentaI hortlcutture to their -

, -
.

currlcyla and it -appears that this deyelopment of urban agrlcqlture will

concerns of urban people

continue to grow. [In order to assist in the development of voeational

s

education programs in agriculture in urban areas, " the Dlvvsvon of ’ Aqrv-

cu.tural qucatlon at the Unuversuty of" IIImous emharked on a (’ore Cur-

rlcqum in Agrlculture -prolect in 1980 to. develop a Core Currlculsum in

agriculture for me_trOpolitan schools and to provide ‘assistanice - to schools -

whére vocational agricult_ure programs were to_be conducted. This project
was supported and funded by the Department of Adult, Vocational . and

'fechnical'Education: lllinois State ‘Board of Education.

The !llinois. Core Curriculum ‘ R l

Urban agriculture programs need (0 he structured to meet the needs

of urban students and to respond to t\heproblem's,of the citv_ ‘dweller and

urban' industry. The traditional vocational agricultu_re- program offered in.

rural schools does not fit the urban scene. Even though certain areas of

agrlculture content shouId be studled by both ruraI ‘and urban’ s“tudents a

large part of the urban curriculum should reflect the special needs and

)
»

Many of the agrlculture programs offered by schools in the Chlcago

area focus heajllly on ornamental horticulture. The l|||n0|s Core -Curricu-

lum Pro;ect has been desugned to encourage the development of a broader

curriculum in urban schools. T-_he urban, core 'includes taxonomy areas

other than horticulture; however, horticulture constitu_‘tes a.major area of

. study. Core curriculum materials have been or will be.'developed' for a

11

b '



'four-year s'equence at'the secondary school level. The core materials will

b3

" include 25-30 teaching packets for each of the four years of mstruction

Each teaching packet includes a teacher's guide (source unit), study

materials. for students, transparency masters where appropriate, Sari.ne

'tuest",,questions, demonstrations,. student worksheets and informaticn .=

4

lines' ~ These materia°ls have been field fested by five teachers in urbah

— schools and revised accordlng to feedback recelved from teachers and

, sﬁdents ~ The  time schedule for the final rroductlon of teachlng packets

'”'.,“_ | .is as follows: |
R -  Core o 1981 .
' | Core II' . 1982 —
L 7" Core Hl 5 1V \1983

.

The units and problem areas mcluded in Core | are as follows
- : _
U‘N-’II A: Orlentatlon to Agrlcultural Occupatlon.s
PROBLEM AREAS:. - -
1. Introduction 'to", .the school' program
.2. m:‘-'udoctionn‘to‘a_g'ricul‘ture and society R
=T ' '3.“ d'e"atif'ying 'caréer‘s in agricu'lture _ |
~UNIT B: Supervnsed Occupatlonal Fxperlence . i
PROBLEM AREAS <
AL Orientation to m.y SOE program
2 Planning my- SOE program R
3., ‘Keeping records on a QOE pro.gramu |
UNIT C= Leadershlp in Hortlculture/Agrlculture . ' S~

P?OBLEM AREAS: | SR

B . - °




1. Understanding the MNational Junior' Horticulture Association

d - and FFA as a part of Vocational Horticulture/Agri-
L
T culture _
0 2. Dutes and responsibilities of youth club officers and members

3. Developing.baslc parliamentary skills
UNIT D: ﬂbrtlculture/Agrlcultural. Mechanics " -
PROBLEM AREAS: ’
1. Understanding and practicing safety ln\ horticulture/

\,

* agriculture ' \\

2, ldontlfyl\r\\g, fitting and using hand tools \--.\

3. Using an3 maintaining selected power tools ‘
4. Developing baslg\ carpentry skills
UNIT E: Plant Propagation \“. .
PROBLEM AREAS°
1. Care, handl!ng and s;orl g herbocobus seeds
2. S«dlng\ln conta.ners |

3. Propageating by cuttings J

» b

4, Propng' ting by layerage o
v | 5. i"’ropaga ,\g by division or separation
UNIT F: Plant ldentlf/ cation and Classification
PROBLEM AREAS/- ,
1, ldontlﬂylng and clessifying plants

2. ldont}fylng different parts ahd typu of leaves

3, ldenfifying different parts and types of stems . h
4, Tdontlfy!ng different parts ind types of frults'

5. Identifying different parts and types of f,lowors.

6. Idinilfylng' different parts. and types of roots * . Y

o

. 13




UNIT G: Growing and Managing Horticultural Crops

PROBLEM AREAS:

7.

Watering plants
Pruning, pinching and disbudding plants

Planting plants

‘Identifying and using structures used in the proddctlon of

”

plants
Understanding and controlling temperature around plants
Understand}ng and controlling light around plants

Growing vegetables

UNIT H: Identifylng and Control!ing Pests of Hortlcultural Plants
PROBLEM AREA: -

.

/

Pest Identificatlon and safe use of pesticides

UNIT I: Urban Animels
PROBLEM AREAS:

1.
2.
3.

Care and feeding: of the family dog
Care and feeding of the family cat

Care and feeding of the family horse

UNIT J: Soll Sclence and Conservation of Natural Resources

PROBLEM AREAS: .

1,

2.

3.

Pasteurizing and preparing a growing medla for the green-
houqe“ |

Collecting soll samples from the greenhouse, garden and
lawn and applying sample test results |

Identifying soll amendments and thelr functions
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The units and problem areas tentatively planned for Core |1 aré as follows:

UNIT A: Orientation tc Agricultural Occupations
PROBLEM AREAS: |
o e
1. Orientation to .vocational. agriculture course and SOEP
2. Developing effective study habits
UNIT B: Supervised Oc;upational Experience
PROBLEM AREAS:
1. Summarizing and anﬁlyzlng records
2. Estlmating income and expenses for S.C.E. projects
UNIT C: Leadershlp in Hortlculture/Agriculture -
PROBLEM AREAS:
1. Particlpating In Indlvidual and group activitles In youth
| organlzatlons ' o
2. Developing leadershlp sklliz
3, | Developing basic public speaking skills
UNIT D: Horticulture/ Agricultural Mechanlcs
| PROBLEM AREAS: |
1. Assembling tools and equlpmeﬁt
2, Servicing electrical wiring and electrl‘cal motors
3. Servicing small gas englnes
4, Glazing
UNIT E: Plant Propagatlo;l
PROBLEM AREAS:
1. Propagating plants by budding and grafting

7
19
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UNIT F: Plant Identification

PROBLEM AREAS:

1.  ldentifying and using iurf 'gras.'ses and weeds in the
I;'ndscape |

2. ldentifying and using trees_valmd, shrubs In. the landscape

3. |dentifying and using vines and ground -covers in the

4
» =

landscape
4. lIdentifying and using annual and perennial flowers in tﬁe'

landscape - . ‘

5. Ider’itlf'y'lpg and using .flowerl'ng and foliage house plants
UNIT G: .Growlng and Managing Horticultural Cropé- -

PROBLEM AREAS:

*

1. Growing bedding plants ) wh
2. ' Growing greenhousé flowering crops
3. Growing container nursery crops
4. Forcing bulb crops
UNIT H: Identifying and Controlling Pests of Horticultural Plants
PROBLEM AREAS: '
1. Idehtlfyl'hg and controi‘llng, flower and garden pests
2. Identifying and controllInguﬁfuhr'ir pests
3. ldentifying and controlling tree and shrub pests
UNIT I: Urban Animals
PROBLEM AREAS:
1. Identifying, feeding, caring and restraining laboratory
animals
2. Identifylng, feeding, caring and restraining other companion

animals
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UNIT J: Soil Science and Conservation of Natural Resource
. | '
PROBLEM AREA:

1.  Fertilizing horticultural crops.
UNIT K: Agricultural Products
~ PROBLEM AREAS: .

1. ldentifying a‘nd selecting wholesale and retail cuts of meat"
2. ldentifying and selecting clts of poultry and eggs

3. ldentifying and selecting fresh- fruits and vegetables

4, ldentifying and selecting or"namen_tal‘ horticultural products

Identifying and selecting milk ard cheese

UNIT L: Landscape Design Establishment and Maintenance

PROBLEM AREAS:
1. 'Designing and drawing a ‘landséap,e plan
2. Establishing and maintaining a turf area
3. Constructing landscape structq'(:es -
Units and problem areas to be Includea: in Core Il and IY will be

determined in 1981-82 by the project staff and the Metropolitan ‘Ad'vlsory
»\';‘b* . //;

Committee,

h

‘;;;'
l"’ .

Planning an Urban ‘Program i

A yoca‘tlonal program in urban agriculture should be plaﬁned as a
four-year sequence. l'n' I‘keeplng with the guidelines for vocational educa-
tion program planning, courses offered for ninth- and tenth-grade's.tudents
should be designed and taught as occupational Orlentatioﬁ. Course§ taught
at the eleventh- and twelfth-grade level should be designed and tadght as

occ.up'atlonal training (sklll development). Cooperative vocational educaflon

should be available to all juniors and/or seniors who planl to enter the

17



“labor market "directly. from high school and to other students who need and

13

want on-the-job training experience. v

In planning an urban program\the fdlldwing general program objec-

tives should be considered:

1.

.
To develop agricultural. competencies needed by individuals

engaged in or preparing to engage In production agriculture.

To develop agricultur:l competencl’es ‘needed by individuals
engaged in or preparing to engage in agrlcultural occupatlons

other than production agricultur’e
\
To develop an understanding of and appreciation for career

ot
opportunities in jgriculture and the preparation needed to enter

and progress In agricultural occuqulons.

To develop the ablllt‘y to secure satlsfactory placement and to
advance in an agricultural occUpatlon through a program of

continuing education,

To develop these abilities in human relations which are essentlal

in agricultural occupatiors,
To develop the abiiities needed to exercise and foliow effective

leadership in fuifilling occupational, soclal, and civic responsi-

bilitles,

L
Lt

Suggested procedures for administrators and teachers to foliow In

developing an urban agricuiture program are as follows:
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Citizens' advisory counciis should be utilized to help determine
educational“nee‘ds, to clarify purposes for the.program, and to

suggest app‘;‘opr"iate areas of instruction.

The program to bé offered, the couse pattern and course titles
and the content of these 'cou!‘ses should be determined by an
analysis of the/ agricultural industry of the area and an identifi-
cation 6f the agrlculturai knowledges and skilis neveded by employ;

ees and those students who are to be served.

L.

Information concerning the school situation (enf-ollments, facilities

" and equipment, avallable staff, course offerings and. monetary‘

constraints) should be obtained before programs and courses are

planned.

|l

Program planning data should be obtained from community surveys,
census reports, state ‘and national manpower studies and informal

contacts with agricuiture leaders.

’

The wvocational program ihould include a sequence of courses
which jead to entry-level employment or to further education.

, r : ,
Agricultural occupations courses In high schools should be articu-

lated with Instructional. programs in elementary schools, area

vocational centers, and postsecondary institutions.

Instructional programs should be designed to serve students with
' L]
special needs including the handicapped, ‘disadvantaged, college-

bound and minority students.



10.

11,

12.

- I 15
A master list of units and problem areas to be taug'ht'du.r‘ing the
four years of instruction together with suggested time allocations

should be developed.

Pro’t;lem' areas should be assigned to the course or ’t'he yeér of
instruction on the basis oﬁft«he following criteria: i

A. Difficul_t‘y,of material S
B. Opportunity for application by student

C. Readiness 6f stident to learn

o

D. Necessity for prerequisite learning.

Problem areas which are season'al,in nature (’planting' a garden,

gr’owing bedding plants) or are related to a scheduled event

(FFA public speaking contest) should be schedqled"bef()re sched-

Ollng problem areas which can be ef'fectlvely‘ taught any month of

the ye'a'r.

Agricultural’ mechanics and horticulture Instructlon should: be
scheduled so that the shop -and greénhouse are utllized through~-

nut the school year.

An approprlate course title, a course description and student

performahce ob]éctlves should be pr'epared for ‘each course,

Prggr‘am Models

¢

No one program model will serve all schools. A 'mod:zl which fits in

" with other vocatlonal programs offered by the school should be developed

and Implemented. In developing a program structure for urban agricul-

ture, the following suggestions should be considered:

20
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The hlgh school program of agrlcultural occupations mlght well
be multi-purpose, preparing some students for placement in an
agricultural occupation’ or in further eclucation but also pro-
viding career awareness and orlentatlon vocational exploration,
general educ:atlon in agriculture, leadership tralnlng, and citizen-

ship development.

Vocational education programs supp8rted by vocatlonal educatlon

| funds should be designed to prepare persons enrolled in public

“schools for employment or for addltlonal training at the post-

secondary level,

. Vocatlonal educatlon programs at the secondary level should be .

articulated with programs offered at the postsecondary level and

career awareness programs at the K-8 level

Vocational eu’uCatlon programs should be 'comprlsed -of an organized

and articulated sequence of courses.

Occupatlonal preparation for the.non-farm agricultural occupa-

tlons should be offered through the mechanism of a cooperative

4

education placement for ‘work experience program scheduled in

“the senlor year after the student Has taken two or more‘baslc.

agriculture courses.

‘\

To aulst admlnlstrators and teachers in the development of an urban

agricuiture program_, five ‘sample models are presented here as - possible

programs:



- Model 1. A Metropolitan ‘Horticulturé/Agrlcultu're Vocational Program in a -

".Thr'ée-_ or Four-yea‘r‘ Comprehensive or Vocational High School.

Grade o © Course
¢ - 9 Genei‘al Vocationial Orientation ,.and Céreer Explor-
ation
10 Basic Plant and/or Anlmal Sclence
11 | Advanced Plant and/or Animal Sclenbe
12 Cooperatfve'Vot:a.tlbnal Eduéatloh

*‘ln a three-year hlgh school the Vocational OrlentatIOn course

*

- .may be offered In the junior high school.

4

Model 11, A Metropolltan Horticulture/ Agriculture Vocatlonal Program Involv-

ing the Home High School and a Maghet School

Grade L ' Course**
9 , ("Ie'néral Vocatlonal Orlentatl;n and Career
Exploration
- 10 : Bas’,‘lc Hortlculture/Agriculture g
- T N Advanced Horticulture/Agriculture
12 . Cooperative Vocational Education

*h . . ‘ '
Courses for qrades 9 and_12 could_'be taken at the home high school,

and courses for grades 10 and 11 could be taken at the magnet school.

i
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Model I1l. A Metropolitan 'HortiCultu're/Agrlculture Vocational Program

Involving the Home High School and an Area Vocational

. Cénter.
T ‘ Grade o %Course o
9 at Home High School Introduction to Urban Agriculture
- . ) . ) i i
10 at Home High School Basic Ptant and/or Animal Science
.7 and- Practice ’
L]
11 at Area Vocational - Advanced Ag. Science ¢ Practice
Center
12 at Area Vocational | Cooperative 'Vocailoﬁal Education

Center - - ' . |

)

: )

4 -

Model IV.. A Two~year Metropolltan Hortlculture/Agrlculture Vocational

Program in an Area Vocatlanal Center for Students wlth no

Prior Preparation in Vocational Agrlculturg.

Grade ' Course
n ) v Vocational Plant and Animal Sclence ‘
2. . o ' Advanced Plant and Animal Science

with Placement Employment
(Coop)
Modt..'v A Metropolitan Hortlculture/Agrlcul_ture Vocatlonal Program in a
Suburban High School with no access to an Area Vocational

Ccnter. : ’ '
S 23,



L

~ cated previously, the core currlculum material should hot be adopted In lts'

19

9 C Basic Piant and Animal Science

/10 ~ Basic Hortlcultu re/ Agriculture
no . Advance.d_Hortlculture/Agrlculture |
12 o ' Cooperative Vocatlonal Education

A

Course Plannlng Alds

After a general program structure lncludlng a sequence of courses

and . program objectives has been developed the teacher shouid prepare

approprlate course . titles and descriptions and determlne the content of-

each cou rse,

©

In developing course content, the teacher shouid refer to the units .

and problem areas lncluded in the Iliinols Cc"‘ Currlculum in Agrlculture

and decide whlch areas should be included.in course outllnes. As indi-

entlrety but may comprlse approxlmately 60 percent of the course content.
The remalnlng 40 percent could be composed of unlts of lnstructlon which

are appropriate for the local communlty or to the students enrolled This

'suggestlon cannot  be overemphasized. The core currlculum should be

locallzed and supplemented to meet the educatlonal needs of students who

will be énroliing In the-agricultural occupations program.

Some course plannlng forms have been included in this publication to -
~assist the teacher ln’ planning the local program of instruction. Sugges-

‘tions for using these forms are inciluded here to assist the teacher in the

development of functionai course outiines and plans,



20

FORM |
'I"hg' Form | planning sheet may bg ‘use‘d to list the coursé number and
title for each .grade level. Also, space has been brqvided to write a short
describtion for each course. The fol‘_lowing "examlple illu_s.trat‘es the informa-

tion Which might be included on Form |:

Grade . Course Number " Course Title
9 . 1ot  Introduction to Urban -Agriculture
[ 3
r 2
I
/ \
[]
>~




'2.;| . E | ;

) ]
) o —
| ‘ FORM | o o
) ) . v ! | - v T . \\\ ‘_ \'~
e o - COURSE PLANNING SHEET . -
Schoo] \\ Teacher s
Couirses’ Offered irg»the 19 -19_ School ‘Year‘ e
Grades ~ Course Numt;eﬁ Coursé Title 5n’d~ Description
.""
©
c;' 7 | .'.
|
\ .
A ! .
b
v’
bl »
N "
. r
‘, '0 ’ f
I . ~’ ' N
e / - | : N ‘\\ —-‘_L ' iy i
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FORM 11 |
CQURSE PLANNING SHEET

School Instructor
Course titles:
1 . o
* be ' “

2, . 5
3 N o 6 )
Allocation of Course Conter'\t.by Courses

— . Co'urses .

Units or 'Other Areas of Agriculture

~1'23n§s

{Number of days)

— T
.. ’ ‘ - P 4
: V2] R e S L
- 7 . —.
- - N‘ - PO \J
v "I L . . . . B R - . k
. - . \ . i
— < A— —
- S i ;‘. LA N
e R v 'i\_; ‘
l.‘
\
-
x
~
-~
" \ £
" -
4 . -
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FORM IIA
COURSE PLANNING SHEET

School _ ‘ Instructor

Allocation of Course Content by Courses

—

Courses

Units or Other Areas of Agriculture » 12348456

(Number of days)

-]
- "-‘ N '
v . J
d
L 4 . i ).
R
- =< N
- '
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FORM 11 -

COURSE PLANNING SHEET

School - ' Instructor

Course Content: Allocation by Months

. Units and Problem Areas - Fall T Wiriter ‘Spring
| ' Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May




" . - ~ FORM v /N
A COURSE PLANNING SHEET
. = o \\\ ) l . f i
J School - . Instructor
- e o0 - iR . '
= Course
Course CoQtent«Allocation of Time to Problem Area. | o
I Identfflcation of Key Knowledges and. Skills; -
\
Units, Probiem Areas (Coded or Abb eviaLed) " C Days

- Key Knowfedges (What does the stjdent néed-to know") : S

" Key_Sliijls (What does the studenf ead to-do?)——=—z T T -
- \ . o ‘

’ . Month C )
B
\.
\.
\\ -
|
\

" . 80
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~

The course description for lntroouction to Urban Agriculture might be

written as follows:

.

.y -

1ln"trqdu<v:tion to Urban Agriculture is an .ekpioratlory agribusiness
- course offer»edl--,to nintH—grade« stu'dents.lg Occupational infonmation o
accompanies the two ‘major science _'units'-ana the m,echanics and con-
struction unit to heip the 4_stucl'icnt become 'occupationally_oriented Sso.
that 0c¢upationalgand egucational planning can be,started. Hurnan
r_élationsr and Ieédership development skills are imbiqmented ‘th.roughb
particibation in FFA ac«t'ivi"ties~ and/qr National Junior 'Ho_r'ticl:ulture.,~

. Association: acti\.rities.
r',\a
FORM 11 AND IIA

Form Il is designed to serve as a planning sheet for allocating the

number ofinstructional days for each unit and for each .course. On this

form the teachsr shoutld enter the vnuinber of days (periods) to be devoted

to each inajoi‘ unit of study such as Plant Identification and Classification."

" The course titles for all courses should be wricten in the blanks at the top,

of Form Il. For\‘m_llA is the same as Fgrm Il except no_'blanks,.have.been -
proVided fo‘r course titles. Forin IIAc is to be used as the secdnd- .and su'b-
sequent planning sheets for this phase of . the course planninq process. :
The following example illustrates. the lnformatlon which might be included

on Form 1|l and 1HA.

Courses

L 3 &4 5 6.

Units , . 7 . (Number of days)
“Plant Identification and Classiﬁcation © 35 3(1 , ’]0 8 0 5

’

31



. work. The following example illustrates the use of Form 1k

27

FORM 111 o E °

The Form II_I_V_WpIanning sheet is designed to record the month during

“which the instructiohal'days for each unit and problem area will be sched-
“uled. This sheet helps the teacher schedule i'nstruct,ional areas during the
appropriate season 'or 'month “of the year. It also helps the teacher . to '.

make -efficient use of school greenhouse and to arrange out-of-class activi-

tles during months when the weather is Iikely to be conducive to field

, | _ the khourl

. .
. ’ R . .. ‘ ’ TR .
. v 0 . o ST -y - . S . - '
P R L it By A e R SR L U Ll L L T L VL B e 5 e s e e sl 2

Ucni-ts and Problem Areas - Sept " Oct Nov. bec ~ Jan Feb Mar Apr
Plant Propagatioh: | | |
1. Care, handling and
storihg herbaceous
seecjis' ' ) 2
2..Se'edfng in coh‘faihers , 3 - .03 2
-3. Propagating by | S
cuttings : w4
8, Propagating by \ :
' Iayerage R 3

. 5. Propagating by

division S o | | | 4

“ Form IV

The last step in using the four plan'ning' sheets is to re-wrl'te the

units and problem areas for each course and to deslgnate the estlmated

o e

. _amount of time to be allocated to each area. Form v can be used for this

purposeg},,,and also. as a place to record a breakdown of knowledges and
",

skills to !3 lncluded ln each problem area. The followlng example wlthout. '

S and skllls shows how Form IV can be used

14




'September' . ' ‘ : Days

. v

0rientation to Agricultural Occupations:

1. lntroduction to the school program. , R | | © 2
2. lntroductlon to agriculture and society , ) T2
- 3. ldentifymg careers in agriculture. R 3

Leadership in Hortlcultu re/Agrlcultu re:

1. Understanding and participating in FFA or Junior

_Hortlculture Club activities. ' _ .5
2. Duties and responsubillties of youth club offlcers and members 3
3. Developlng basic parliamentary skills - R

»A cours‘e outline 'should be developed for each course and copies distributed
'to the admimstrator and to students enrolled in agrlculture courses. llea?
: surable student objectlves should be written for each course and teaching

plans should. be prepared in advance for several problem areas.

Other ‘Resources fo'r Program Planningz |

Teachers apd administrators who are planning or replanning urban
‘agriculture programs may - ‘wish to refer to two resources for additional
help. R : S

C'on.s'erva," Inc. completed a research proiect funded by the U S

_Department of Education in 1980 which resulted in.a Handbook for lmge-\

ment ng Jroveﬂ Vocational ALcultureleribusiness Programs in Urban

vAreas. Th.is handbook describes urban agriculture programs in Dallas
| Los Angeles, Miami Philadelphia and other cities and' offers suggestions on

: s
how these prograns might be designed and conducted. A limlted number

'of these Handbooks have been dlstributed to each state and in llllnois,




coples -were distributed to teachers "who attended the Core Currlculum
Project Workshops in"1981.

Loy

A second resource is a publication entitled Standards for Quality‘

‘_gricultural Occupations Programs as Validated bLthe Agricultural Qcc@a—

_tions Teachers in the Secondary and Area Vocational Centers of IIIinois \

M

\

This resource was developed as part of a research pro;ect funded by the |

Department of Adult Vocational and Technical Education Illinois State

[—
Board of Education and conducted at Southern IIIinons University. °

34

N
N



