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ABS™RACT -

, A project was conducted in Kansas City, Missouri, to
diminish +he dropout rate by establishing an on-going linkage between
the local high school and the adult basic education (ABE) progranm.
The program involved the development of a system of dropout
identification, contact, and referral from the secondary school to
the ABET program for young adults 16 to 24 years of age and the
collection and correlatinn of data on these young adults. Project
activities included identification and direc* referral by counselors,
a home-school coordinator, other schogl district alternative
proarams, and outside agencies: meetings with counselors and
principals at the secondary school to discuss the ABE program:
invnlving secondary personnel in the advisorv board: providing
oppertunities for secondary personnel to visit ABE sites; developmert
of 2an onqoing system of feedback to secondary school personnel: and
frequent communication. I the first Year, 75 per cent of the 316
‘referrals enrolled in ABE clases. Data concerning area dropouts and
program participants were colliec*ed and studied, and a follow-up
study wvas also conducted. ARlthcugh the project was considered highly
effective, several recommendations were made to facilitate student
involvemen* in high schonl equivalency programs. (Survey data and a
project orientation unit are appended.) (MN)
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INTRODUCTION

Dropoutism is an increasing socictal problem. In Kansas City alone
during the 1979-80 school year, over 1,200 students left school. On a state-
wid~ ba“’s the dropout rate is above 6%. Almost every school district wn the

state is faced with the "Dropout Dilemma."

Statistics show that "dropping out" can preve costly to both the ndivic-
ual dropout and society as a whole. A 1978 Department of Labor report noted
that the uncmploymcﬁt rate for dropouts is more than double that of ligh

che:l graduates. Also according to a Missouri Division of Corrections report,
95% of the individuais who arc incarcerated in Missouri correctional institu-
tiens areéiigh school dropouts. These two facts alone emphasize the need to
more effectively deal with the dropout problem, and to provide workable
solutions and viable alternatives for these voung adults.

The Adult Education Dropout Project, a4 310 funded progrégf wias ostab-
lished with the basic aim of diminishing the dropout population. The primary
focus of the project was to cstablish an on-going linknage h:twuon the jodal
i.i~h school and the Adult Basic Edu;nrion progrim.  The first major voal of
the projgct was to develop & system of dropout identificat contact, and
referral from the sccondary school to the Adult Basic Educ. m prosram for
yvoung adults 16 to 24 years of age. The second major goal wis to ¢oilect
and correlate data on these young adults and to sharc the results oi this

study .ith educators of all levels.

“"rce the beginning of the fiscal year, Juiy 1, 1981, the three staff
memb~is have strived to meet the objeitives and goals that wer~ initinlly
propiosed.  The activities and datn explained in this report swmarize the

culmination of these efforts.
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OBJECTIVE: To further develop a method of immedin.o ilentitication, contact,
and .reforral of the recent bonaTide dronouts to Adult Basic
Education; a system that will be compatible amd misable hv
secondey rersonncl in all schools in the kansas City School Disirict.

{™OPOSED SYSTEM

A study conducted by the Adult Dropout Project staff during the 19.9-20
school year sho;ed that 26% of the recent high school dropouts contactel, us
compared to only 10% of those dropouts contactod who had been out of scheoj
for over a year, enrolled in Adult Basic Education classcs. Thercfore, in
developing the referral system, recent dropouts between the ages of 16-18
) giveﬁ primary consideration, and methods were developed which woqld mor
effrctively reach recent high school dropouts. However, anv student 16-2
years of age who was identified and referred by a high school counselor,

[-]
principal, or home-school coordinator was accepted into the program.

The fol;owing identification and referral system has proved to be effective
‘in the Kansas City Adult Dropout Project: |
| 1. IDENTIFICATION AND DIRECT REFERRAL BY COUNSELORS: Each student
who had an exit interview with his/her high school counselor was informed of
tL 2lternative of Adult Basic Education. At this interview the student was
given materials which described the program, the name of a person to contact,

and a "High School Dropout Referral Form." (Sec Appendix)

The counselor then provided follow-up by telephoning the Adult
Dropout Project with the name and telephone .aumber of the student who had hcon
r- ferrcl. If the student did not come to the ABE class, he/she was contacted
by tciephone, if possible, or by mail if no telephone mmber was available,

by an Adult Dropout staff member.

2. IDENTIFICATION AND DIRECT REFFRRAL BY H ME-SCHOOL COORDINATOR:
When studcnts in the Kansas City School District are abscnt over a lang periad

of time or are having probiems outsidc the high school which make attendan:

difficult, they are referred hy the counselors to home-school coordinators.

‘
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Many of thesc students were tdentificd by the home-sciool conrdinators cis dron
outs and were referred to Aduit Basic Edocation Cisecs. Inopost instances,

>
home-schoo? coordinat. -« actmlly brought these Ctudents to the ARE site and

assisted them in enrolling. ‘they also maintained contact with and provided

follow-up on the students after they enrolled,

3. IDENTIFICATION RY ADULT BASTC EDUCATION INSTRUCTORS AND REELRRA,
BY HICGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS OR PRINCIPALS:v Somc students did not officiulls
v.ithdr~ from the high school. Instead, they just quit attending and wer. cven-
tually droppcd because of non-attendance. However, many of these same students
vame to Adult Basic Education classes to enrcll. Attor interviewing each
student the ABE instructors was able to identify bim/her ax o dropout,
mce the dropout was identified, the former high school counselor wos (oniuﬁted
aild a “"Dropout Referval Form'" was requested. IU the coumselor was i accord with

the student's decision to withdraw, a referral form was forwarded.

4. IDENTIFICATION AND DIRECT REFERRAL BY OITIER KANSAS CUIY SCHOOL,
DISTRICT ALTERNATIVY P, QGRAMS: ﬂwmghtvaMMlkqanT®§ggommcmmmﬁ-
cation was cstablished with various Kansas Uity School District alternative
programs so that direct referrals from these prouranb were froguent. Programs
partjglpltlng in this direct referral systom 1ngluded

Opcratlon Lift
Teen-age Parent Center
Fairview Alternative School
The Double E Program
when students entercd any of the aforementioned programs, they were
counseled and referred to the most suitable altemative available. Bonafide
dropouts who would be able to benefit from the Adult Basic Education prooram

wi'e referred to the Adult Dropout Project for (urther counscling and class

placem nt.
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5. IDENTIFICATION AND DIRECT RETFERRAL BY OUTSIDE ACENCTES:
Agencies outside the Xansas City School District whe work with voung adnlt drop-
outs were also encouraged to make dircct referrals to the Aduit Basic Pducation
program. When dropouts were identified, their names were referred to the Adult
Dropout Project and a schedule was established. The student was then refmired
to an ABL cluss.
Agencies participating in this referral system werce:

DeLaSalle

Juvenile Group Homes

Walrond House

Allegra llouse

Shaiw House

Conmunity Corrections Center

Other Missouri State Juvenile Probation and Porole Officers

The aforementioned system placed the responsibilits of identification,

contact, and referral on seccndary persounel, Adult Basic Education persornel,

an’ other individuals who work with young aduits. The success of the Sys Lem

depended on the cooperation and incorporation of as many groups as posaible.

Another activity that wag attempted and proved to be 1655 elfective was
the list referral. In this activity, counselcrs were contacted and asked to send
lists of names, tclephone mmbers, and addresses of dropouts to the Adult Drop-
out Project for contact. Only one counselor sent 1ists on a regular basis and
of the 23 names sent only 6 students enrolled. Also, this activity would be
difficult to continue with the utilization of only existing staff. The contact
of putercial students is time consuming and would appear to be an additiuuai

resporsibility that existing persomnel would find difficult to absorb.

.\I



DEVELOPING Tili SYSTEM:

In establishing the linkage between the high sciicol and the Adult Basic
s :
Education program, scveral activities were attempted. Since the final system
wit: to be one that could be continued by utilizing only cxisting staff,

methods had to prove both '"people effective" and "cost cfficient' to he included

in the final systen.

The key to cstablishing a referral system between the high school and the
Adult Basic Education program, seems to be in :i.c active involvement of
educational personnel of all levels. The Adult Basic Education program must
be presented and viewed as anofher link ifr the educational chain and in a co-
operative rather than a competitive manncr. Undcrstanding of the mitual poals

oi tut . Jucational programs involved is esscntial.

In developing the referral system for the Kansas City program, the {ollow-
ing activities proved most useful, and could casily be duplicoted in othes

Adult %ducation programs.

S

1. MEET WITH COUNSELORS AND PRINCIPALS AT THE SECONDARY SCHOOL
TO 1SCUSS TIE ADULT BASIC IDUCATION PROGRAM AND 1O DISTRIBUTE MATERIALS.
This single activity appeared to be essential in developing @ referral system.
Early in the school year each school administrator was contacted and a meeting
with the principal an counselers was requéstcd. At the wecting, which generally
lasted about thirty minutes, packets of materials werc distributed and the
Adult Education program was described. The packet of materials which had heen
developed through the Adult Dropout Project included the following: Referral

Forms, Statement of Purpose Forms, Progress Report Forms, Telephone Scripts,

'Brnhbnrnp, and other pertinent information. (See appendix). At this mecting

-

the ‘ollowing facts werc cmphasized. )
. a. ‘The Adult Basic Fducation progrum can accept only
bonafide dropouts 16 years of age and over into the

program.

.
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b. Students, 16 or 17 years of age, mist have a Dropout.
Referral fFform o file before official enrollment in
Adult Basic Education will be permitted.

C. A progress report will be sent to the high school
on a regular basis:so that counselors and other personnel
will receive feedback on their former students' progress.

d. Adult Basic Education classes are individualized to meet
each student's needs, ‘and students functioning on any
educational level may enroll.

c. The Evening High School Diploma program can be a viable
alternative for-some dropouts.

f. The Adult Basic Education program is another FOTVILC
offered within the Kansas City School District.

This first meeting with the counselors and principal proved to be very
important. In a regular Adult Basic Education program, the meeting could be
easily conducted by the local director, a supervisor, or even a knowledueable
teacher. The kev to the success of this mecting is advanced planning and prcf—
aration of adequate materials for dissemination.

' \2. INVOLVE SECONﬁbRY PERSONNEL ON THE ADVISORY BOARD: To
fngilitate the growth of the Adult Education Dropout Project and to‘strcngthen
the link between ic secondary school, Adult Rasic Education, and the cormunity,
an advisory board was utilized. This board provided valuable ingg: on
operating the total program. The memier. also Lelped develop an “Aiternatives"
heoklet which outlined major alternative programs within the District. The
most valuable contribution of the board was the actual program promotion and
s’ ident recruitment that members provided. Before serving on this committee, somo
membeiﬁ had only limited knowledge qf the Adult Basic Education program. Others
were uﬁaware of how ABE could serve as a viable alternative for high school
drbpouts. However, after serving on the committee, members became active
referral sources and opened doors which helped to reach other counselors and

secondary personncl.

J
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Sclection of key individuals proved to be ossoptial. 137 L eperson

of the Adult Dropout Project Advisory Board was also the chal:per om ol the

Ransas City Guidance-Counselors Association.  This individual was responsible

I3}

for .rvitiations being extended to the proicct coordinater to spedk o tuo
Gridunce-Cognéclors meetings.  Other members provided contact with v ious
conmunity aud sccondascy groups which proved valable in promcting the prooran.

When duplicating sufh.u program within the regular Adult Bovic Piducation
program, sccondary personnc! should be included on the ARE Advisory Board.
Counseldrs appear eager *o learn zhout viable educational alternatives for high
school dropouts, and inclusion of secondarv personnel on the ABL Advisory "*-\\3
Qggré scems essential in establishing the necessary 1inkagé between the

sccondary school and Adult Rasic Fducation.

The Adult Education Dropout Project met four times during the vear and
the following individuals were members of the Adult FEducation Dropout Projicct

\Wdvisory Board:

i
Ms. Cindy Russell, chairperson Ms.Joyee Nilson, secertary
Counselor Counseler
Fairview Alternative School Comminity Corrections (enter
Mr. Stephen Brown Mr. Luther Dotle ‘
Principal, Northeast High School Counﬁglor, baseo iigh School
Mr. Michael Rowan Ms, Jackic lhnter
Cuacselor, Eastrliigh School Home - School Coordinator
Mr. “ames Carr 1s. Linda Donavan
iv.sion of Student Affairs Counselor, Central High School

University of Missouri - K.C.

Claretha Shumate Ms. Antronette Brown
Cownselor, Northeast High School Local Director, ABE

Ms. Patricia Long
Cocrdinator, Adult Education Dropout Project
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3. PROVIDE OPPORTUNITILS FOR SECONDARY PERCONNUT TO VISET Ti9 ADULL
BASIC EMICATION SiIE(S); .NuoLinés weére scheduled thwuaghe ut iho yaar at L

the Adult Learning Center site to,bring sccondary personnei closer to the

~ ) .
Adult Basic Education program..'ﬂu>fﬁvi50'y Roard meatings were. always
LY o ‘ite and different pcrscunel were invited to cach medtine ta inglnde
the representation éf more schools. Home-school coordinators were lso enccurazed
"0 actually bring potential students to the learning Center and téurs ot the
classroom wr.oe available. The largest number of secondary persomnel visited

the Adult Learning Center at the last Advisery Board meeting. At this tine,

a spocial invitation wa$/§cnt to each school to ask a ropresentative to o tend

and then a follow- /C511 was made to encburage a counsclor to came. ‘the etfort
was. very succes¥ful since 8 out of 9 high schopls sent representatives

and one school allowed all three counsclors to attend. At this time, the
céunselor§ were éiven the opportunity to visit the classroom, to see the
individualized program in action, and to talk with their former "dropouis'.

Allowing the counselors the opportunity to see their former students su.cessfully

continuing their education is probably the most n-sitive u.d etfective tool

_ that can be used in building a linkage syst. «.

¥i in the regular Adult Basic Education program, an open housc or a
small meeting which brings secondary personnel to the Advit Basic Education

site would demand some fore-thougﬁt and planning; however, the net results of

.increased referrals and student success would appear to be well worth the

time and effort.

7



4. DEVELOP AN ONGOING SYSTEM OF ILEDRACK TO SECONDARY SCHOOL PERSONNEI, :

M 4

Counselor> expressed concern earlv in the projuct that prcV1OUsly when they had

‘reFerred a student to Adult Basic Education classes, no~fccdback was available

(3

on.how the spgaent was progre551ng. Therefore, a system was developed wherchy
[ ’
‘/

Loums: lors would receive a quarterly progress report on their formor students.

™~/

& A fera was developed by the Adult Dropout Project staff (Sce appendix) and

~ this form was sent'to Adult Basic Education teachers each quarter. The instructors
were aQRBd té ]lbt all students 16-18 years of age who had heen referred by a
Kansas Clty ngh School. The instructor returncd the completed form to the

."Adult Dropout PrOJESf office and th%'sec etary compiled the lists and sent
3

(v

cqples to\\jch 1nd1v1dual school.

R SRR
Counseléis noted that the progress report was one.of the most useful

and valuabie results of the Adult Educafion.Dropoui 5rojcct.

5. * KEEP LINES OF COMM/NICATION OPEN WITH SECONDARY PFRQONNU BY

’0

USING, FRbQUENT MEMOS AND TELEPHONE CONTACTS: Frequent memos.which outlined
irportant events or statistical results were sent to the secondary scheols.
Opef: commmication was maintained to ensurec that the Jinkage system

remained solid.

Fy'opening lines of commmication with the high school and community, drop-
. ~ / . .
out rclerrals became a frequent -occurrence-in the Kansas City program. 7l.e .

-
-

activities that were conducted to develop the system of referral were. ones
that could be easily duplicated in a régular Adult Basic Education program an.t
were ones that showed positive wosult: .in terms of referrdls and mumbhers of

enrollees.




LU TVENESS OF 110 SYSTEM

Over 300 students were referred to th o Talt Dropont Project by secondarv
pe.soimel und other agencies which dealt wit. young adults. This was i 1009
increase over the number that was referred in 1979-50. 11 the previous vears
dropout rute of over 1200 students contiwes in 1981, the wmmber of studcr is
referred will represent 257 of the students who dropped out of the Kansas City

Missouri Public Schools.

0f the 316 referiids, 75% enrolled in Adult Basic Education ¢lasser .
Therefore, 204 of the students who withdrew from high school, really did
not drop out, ‘They merely chose to continue their educat ton in m alteriative
program, Adult Basic Education. TABLE [ in the Appendix siows the total number

of reterrals and the various referral ssurces,

Ni was exemplied in 1979-80, counselars referred the Iargest number of
stuients.  Therefore, counselors seem to he a key link in establishing a successful

referral system,

¥ SIMMARY OF RECCM ADATIONS FoR CREATING A RUFERRAI, SYSTTM

1. Mect with secondary personnel in the school.

2. Provide opportunitics {or secondary persomncl to visit the
Adult Basic Lducation sites.

3. Provide feedbuck to counsc‘:]urs and other secondary personncl
concerning the students who have beoen referred.

4. Include secondary personnel on the ABP Advisory Board.

5. Designate one ABE staff member to serve as the liaison pPerson
whom counselors can contact when questions arisce,

0. Provide ample materials which will be needed to maintain Lhe

o referrul system to secondary personnel ,

ERIC 14




11

OBJECTIVI': To continue to provide an alternative through o j<iing Adalt Basic
Lducation classes tor persons 16 to 24 yeur~ o0 age in order to esrn
a high school education by ohtaining a G.¥ i, 2 thus iower
the cducational dropout rate.

For the majority of the 1980-81 school year, therc were 23 classes

open for dropout referral( By having classes that were open during the day

and cvening hours, some students could continue working or uctivelv scek employ-

ment while others could arrange for child care, thus eliminating some problems

that caused students to withdraw from regular "igh school. (lasses werc open

throughout the city to eliminate transportation problens.

The largest concentration of students were referred to and enrollcd at the
Adult learning Center. Throughout thé year, 285 students enrolled at this
s.i~ »~' 54 Dropout Project Students crrolled in satellite classes. Of the
¢tudents who enrolled at the Adult learning Conter, 660 conpleted twelve hours
of instruction, and of the students who envolled in satellite classes, 48% complceted
twelve hours of instruction. 7This fact Sucms‘to snggest that young adults
may need the consistency of a daily class to hold their interest and attention

long cnough to find success in Adult Basic Education.

with the large influx of young adults enrolling at the Lemrning Center,
a special class was created for the 10-18 yoar olds. The rationale for mitking
such a division was based on two hypotheses. First, older adults tend to
prefer a quicter enviromment, and secondly young adults feel more comfortable
in a class made np of essentially their peers. Young adults have o highor
cnergy level which tends to lcad to increased activity and a natural increase
in the nuise level. In studying the youny, adult, 16-18, one characterlstic
seums to be common; they desire to be an adult but are still wanting somconc
to; wl direct them. ‘The two classes were not completely separate;
breaks and other activities wer. conducted concurrently so that the younger
adult would have the opportunity to talk with the older adult and yoyn from

their experience.

ERIC 4
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The classroom was filled to capacity during most of the school year and
a waiting list had to be developed in January,1981. tiowever, a waiting list
may inhibit prospective enrollees and may even cause them to eventually decide
not to enroll. Of the 72 students who were placed on the waiting list, 29%

did not return when an opening occurred. Therefore, other methods of dealing

with the increased number of students were examined. One technique used was

to shorten hours of qttendance so more students could attend. Also students

were scheduled at odd hours when a time slot becime available (i.c. Stindents

might be scheduled to attend from 10:30-11:45 or (rom 2:45-4:00, vhenever  an
opening existed.) A third method used was to sct up a network of referrals

to other Adult Basic Education sitcs, such as De La Salle and Genesis, which

work exclusively with young adults.

ORJECTIVE: To establish at least one ongoing Adult BRasic Fducation class with-
in the customary sccondary school setting, not a school serving
students with special problems.

Although the Adult Dropout Project staff worked closely with one school,
Northeast High School, to establish an Adult Basic Lducation class, no lass
was formed during the 1981 FY. In planning for the class, the principal noted
that he wanted to broaden the educatijonal alternatives within the high
school, and members of the student council, counseling staff, and administra-
tion stalf were selected for the planning committee. Two members of the student
council and the instructional motivator visited the Adult Learning Center and
tatked with the Advisory Board in December to gather data on creating the
ABE <lass on site, However, as the school ycar progressed and other important
issues arose, the idea of creating the class at this school had to he abandoned.
Also at this time, funding in the regular Adult Basic Education progran was
rcaching the saturation point and cxpansion for a ncew class was lmost

impossible.

.d
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Early in the school vear, the coordinator also di--musned the Slen of
establishing an Adult Basic Fducation :lass at the new alternetive school |
Fairview. However, it was the {eeling of the administrative staff at rFairview

that a referral system would be more beneficial than an on-school site.

Although the original objective of creat g an on-school site was o
accomplished during the '81 FY, it does nct appear that this was a totally
mrealistic objective. The prospect was pesitively cndorsed hy the principal,

and could be workable at & future date.

OBJECTIVE: To provide informative in-service training nd awarcness sessions
concerning tiw stutistical outcomes and program results ror
secondury personnel in the Kansas City, Missouri School District
for local Adult Bosic Educatiow staff memb rs, .nd for Adult Basic
Education divectors throughout the state.

Inservice workshops were o busic part of the Adult liducation Dropout

Project. By sharing information and disseminating materials, many cducationai

yroups becime awarc: of the fuiction of the projoect and the gpoals of

the Adult Basic lducation program.

A slide-tape’ presentation was developed throneh the Adult Education -
out Project that very briefly described the Adult Basic [iducation YO,
Actual sgudents were used in the presentation and the caphasis was placed on

how cachi \student in Adult Basic Bducation, regaraless of ape, sex,  ace, or

acadinic fevel, cuald find snccess.  This presentation vroved to be very
‘\\ffjfiL}/' and was used at various mectings to briefly describe the ABE progyian,
A slide-tape prescniation may be time consuming to develop; however, for inservice

workshops and mectings, the usce of audio-visual aids can he valuable.

Identical un-service workshops were held on the afternoons ot January 21y
and January 22, 1981, for Kansus City Adult Basic lducation instmictors.
)
Y 1
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A. this meeting, statistical data was discussed, and the referral system was
explained. A total of 22 Adult Basic Education teachers nttendasd these work-
shops. Of the 8 teachcrs who attended and who had Dropout Students in their
classes, all eight responded to the progress report, snd 5% were active in
identifying and insuring that dropout. referrals were on {1le {or their
Dropout Project students. Of the teuchers who did not attend this work<hop,
only 23% actively iuntified dropouts and requested referrals, and only

40% Tesponded to the progress remort. These facts alone prove that in-service
workshops are needed and valuable. Various memes were sent to ABE insi ructors
throughout the year as up-dates on the statistical findings and overall propaes

of the program.

Besides visiting with coch school en an individual basis, the coovdin:tor
“et i'h the Kansas City Guidance Association twice during the ycar on (3 tober
8, 180, and April 7, 1981, and met wiil home-school coordinators at their
menthiy mecting on February 13, 1981, At these meetings implementation of
the referral system was discussed and statistical data was outlined.

The project coordinator hod the opportunity to provide workshops to
share information - with Adult Educators at t] - following meetings:

AEA/NAPCAL Conference (11/6/30)
St. Louis, Missouri

Mo. ALIL Association Mcectine (2/2:/41)
Columhin, Missouri

MINKS Adult [Lducation ljircctors Meetang (3/10/81)
"Sharine S10 Projocts!
Falls City, Nebrasha

310 Project Educat tonal Workshop (3/26/81)
For teachers in Prison System
Jetferson City, Missouri

Co ABE Conference (4/10/81)
Providence. Rhode Ts1and

MAACE Conference (1/29/81)
Cotmbia, Missouri



O
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Other c:icational personncl became aware of the nroject iough weetings
and workshops that were held throughout the year. A weeting was held on
December, 11, 19%0, with the State Dircector of GCuidance and Cownsclors
Mr. Charles Toster. and his staff in Je{ferson City, Missouri. Also, the
coordinator was a speaker at the Northwest Princinal's Association Meeting

in St. Joseph, Missouri on January 14, 1981.

In the local coumunity sector, the coordinator appeared as a speaker
at the Northeast Commuwrity Council Forum, September 18, 1980, and also

disseminated information to parents at a "Head-Start Carnival' on April I. 1981,

The various in-service workshops provided the opportunity for the dis-
ribution of materials and for ewphasizing the workability of the program.
The min objective of cach’ workshop: was to heighten the awareness of various

groups of the Adult Basic iducation program which could eventually Jead

to incrcased referrals and the success of more "dropouts'.

OBJLECTIVE:  ‘fo further devalop fran extensive data and experience giued in the
projoct eiter v efisable charcctoristics of dropouts vilho are
Likely to be successful in the Adult Rasic Iducation propram,
Each Adult Nducation ropont Project student was interviewed upon entry
"0 the program.  The i rmation was recorded on a Student Identi fication
Shect. Records were kept on reasons student s 1eft school, entrance teat
results, propgress and attoodance, redsons stadents 1ot Adult basic Tducation

classes, and othe £ 0 information,

The two repons- 0 o by the students most froquently as redsons who thee
withdi- o from higl, - Coerre s follows: 1) lack of credits to oo Juate
give. by over 200 of tsinterviewed, and 23 dosciplinar: withdravials

*

givio by 104 of the stod 1t interviewed. (e Table 1t ﬁn'cmmﬂvhﬁlcmﬂtSJ
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However, both of these responses appear to .. sit~ +i.;5 that torced the

students to drop out of school rather “han reasore *hat the stuldoots voluntarily

left.

By collecting ard correlating datu on ti~ students, it was iound thot 73%
of the students who iacked credits to graduate - .rod abov o 7.0 grade level
on the entrance Tests ol Adult Basic Education reading test. Also 115 of
these students had the concepiion that thev were 'ihout to cnter their senior
year, and 78% were 17 years of age or older. ‘Two suppositions may he projected
from these statistics. TFirst, most students who arc failing classcs actually
have the ability to achic&o. Therefore, their failure is attributable Lo
vther factors such as poor attendance babits, lack of interest, empioroent, out-
<ide distractions, or any number of other rcasons. Sccondly, students know that
they have failed a class or classes, yet many do not believe or accepl the
«act fhat they will not graduate with their class. Finallv in theiv hanion
or scnjor class, they recalivze that'thcy will not graduate and theeofore, berin
searching for an alternative program. “The results of this study arce cvomplificd

in TABLE IIT.

0f the students whn were interviewed and gave "lack of credit:' as the
r2ason for withdrawal, 79% cnmlled in Adulr Basic Jducation classes, and the
success rate for this proup was 65%. Success was defined as continuing to

attend ABE classes, transferred to another training program, or passed the G.0.D.

Stuuents who gave 'disciplinary withdrawal' as the reason they left school
were found to have lower entrance test scores, with 65% scoring below an 8th
grade level on the Tests of Adult Basic Education reading scction. fluisu fact
wuggests that some studints who exhibit deviant behavior may actually be
frustrated with their lack of sucécss and achicevement.. (Sec TARIL 11t Tov
~ampl:te results). Of these students interviewed, 91% cenrolled in AJit Dasic

Education classes and the success rate of this group was 52%.

19
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As TABLE IV in the Appendix shows, 65% of all the students who entered the
program and were tested scored below a 9th grade level on the reading test.
Also, the largest single group scored at the 7th grade level. Most of the

students had been out of school less than six months znd almost three-fourths

of the students were black.

In studying the students who passed the G.E.D. test while in the program,
over 1/3 withdrew from high school because they were bored and almost 1/5 left
because of lack of credits to graduate. Of the students who passed the G.E.D.,
74% entered the program reading above a 9th grade level; however, many of these
same students had deficiencies in the area of mathematics or language. Over
55% of the students who passed the G.E.D. were direct referrals from a high
school and 67% had been out of school less than six months. The students in this
category were almost equally divided as to age (i;e. 33% of the students were 16,

37% were 17 years of age, and 30% of the students were 18 or over).

By isolating the students who were successful in Adult Basic Education
classes and in studying their characteristics, an interesting fact was derived.
The students who were successful were proportionately divided in almost the same
manner as the overall student body. The test scores, number of.rcferrals, and
reasons for withdrawal from high school were almost cqual, percentage wise, for the
successful students and the total number enrolled. A slightly larger ratio of
males vere successful than females and 17 year olds seemed to be somewhat more
successful than 16 year olds. However, to note one definable characteristic
that will separate a successful ABE student from an unsuccessful ABE student is
difficult. This tends to reinforce the philosophy that Adult Basic Education
mcets the needs of students of all academic levels and that cach individual student is

given an equal opportunity for success. (Sce Table V for complete results).

ERIC | et
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The followiny table shows the ourcomes of the Adult Mrapont «radents who
completed twelve hours of instruction in Adelt Besic Liducation wiasses (204
students):

Pereons passing the G.E.D. i
Persons continuing to study toward G.E.D. L
Yersons transicrring back to regular high school A4

These figures indicate that 12% of those students who e woncas City High
Schools in 1981 were actualiy not "dropouts' but were successful o continaing

ox cont-let g thelr goal.

The Adult Dropout Project staff worked with 485 student during the scheol

yos N

A follew-up study was conducted on the Adult Dropout Project students

who were enrolled at the Adult learyning Center dorang the 1979 80 school yeur.
Of the 144 students, the staf{ was abie to -ontact 84 or 58%. Gf the
group that could he contacted, the following outcomns vere {ound:

Passex] thc G.ED.

12(1”::
Continuing to study for G.E.D. KN
Retumed to High School 125
J
2]
4
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RECOMENDATTONS

Acaat Basic Iducation

When duplicating such a3 project within a regular Adult Basic Idurstion

rrogram, the {ollowing recommendations are projocted:

schools:

L. Do net use the word dropout in the title of the Progydn,
ihis word has a negative cenmotatior te young adults.

2. Designate ome staft member to scrve ns the “contact
person” for counselors wnd dropouts.

3. If feasible, provide a separate clus: for young adnldts,

1. Provide special erientation scesscas v teachers who
work with young adults.  (See appendo)

5. lNevelop or duplicate materinds Ot will {aciliate the
refeiral process. (See appendix)

6. Develop linkages with as many frroups as noszible who work
with young aduvlts to set gp # successfol referral Systom,

- st o4 m s

The follewing supgestions may be oscful {or adaptation in the sceondary

On the studant's report cord, pmvide the number of crcdirs
earned and the student's actusl clusy standiag.  Alse contact
stdents  who are behind in credits as eardy o% possihble so

that deficient units way be made wp ot mght or during the cummer.

When students withdraw from high school proviade afnoymation op
viahle alternitive programs within the District.

for studcots who wre experiencing difficalty in clsns, provide
some: sort of individunlized instruction <o that a frussration
problem does not bocome o discipline problom.

If possible, allow an Adult Baric Lducation clusn 1o b neld
2t the high school sitce.

Include the manher of students who rass the GG, i the
graduste aumber, rather than as a dropout statistic.

N
22
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SMARY

g '
“he Aduit Education Dropout Project his PHEG o e o success Ol nropran)

Through the project, mothode of Initiating an on-poing voferral systom with
the hign scheol were developed, technicues ind materials for ofFc crively
incorporating young adults into Adult Basic Education classcs wors created,
and data concerning the charactericlics of voung adults was collecied and
ctudied. \

N

By adapting vhe puide)imes that huve been set forth in thi. report
to meet the needs of the individua! schoel distyict, Adolt Bevic Pducation
dircetors throughout the siate can duplicate similar dropont projects
w1t existing ABE progrons. Such projects will ot oy hring incrcoscd

- eniotimt, but more amportantly, will cauce a decreete in the wmher of

ediecational dropouts and suecess for the indivi dual stodent.

20
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APPENNLY

TABLES |
Table I - Direct Referrals
Table 11 - Rewnons for Withdrawal From High 5choel
Table TI1 - corrciation of Reasons for Withdrawai snd Chavactervistics
Table TV - Summary of Adult Fducation Dropout Froject Student:

Tahte V - Characteristics Statistical Deta

MATERIALS
Orientation init
Statement of Purposc
tropout Referral Forn
Progress Report Form
Telephone Script
Follow-up TForm

Velcome Lettor

N
[N
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1.
-
Z.
3.

4,

1.

14,

24.

11

o
TOAILT EDUCATION DROPOLT PROSICT
/

-/ Reasors Given For wWithdrawsd Faon Jiigh Doboot

Lack of credits to graduste/fasling viasscs
“oiplinary withdrawal

Lack of interest/bored with schoot o .
Had a baby or child care problems
Needed or securedd 2 job
ncessive absence: : !
Family probloms
Moved cut of original school's boundﬂricﬁ_
Peer probloms
Pat in Juvemile Boew
Fealth prodiems

T Just didn't Tike schond
Went o Job Corps
Cantlict with trachor
Foit wasn't lesrning
Yersemal nrobl ems

Co omareied

Scheol tao confinine ’
Enioiled in alternative progyaa
kanted o pet G.L.D,
Transnportalion problos
Refused 1o po to school
Fccords destroved in {irve
Class placement confiict
25
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TABLE V
CHARACTERISTICS STATISTICAL DATA

Age
Overall Successful Students
16 yr. old 28% 21%
17 yr. old 40% 7 51%
18 yr;.old 22 235
19-24 yr. old 10% " e

Number of Referrals
neferred to an ABE class Overall Successful Students

75% 77%

.Reading Test Scores

Overall Successful Students
Below 5 33 4%
5.0-8.9 16% 16%
6.0-6.9 10% 14%
7.0-7.9 22% 22%
8.0-8.9 14% 18%
9.0-9.9 11% ' 103
10.0-10.9 11% | 10%
11.0-11.9 5% : 33
12.0-12.9 s ‘ 3
29




TABLLE

(Continued) '

SEXES

Overall Successful Students
Male o7% 66%
Female 43% 345

Reasons for Withdrawal

Overall Successful Students
Lact of Credits 28% 32%
Di:ciplinary 165 209
Lack of Interest 10% o 13%
Job . 6% 4%
Child Care/Baby 10% 7%
Moved 4% 4%
Health | 3% 2%
Jail/Juvenile Home 3% 3%
Prer Problems 4% 4%
Job Corps v 2% 2%
Absences ) 5% 4%
Family Probelms ' 4% 3%
Married _ '+ .6% 1%
Transp')oration »

4% : 1%

30



aduly BEducat ion Dropout
Prog.o!

Lasi
ORTENTATION UNTH FOR
ADULT BASTC BDUCATION THACHERS
"Tncorporatinge Youne Adelts Into
Regular .ol Classes”
bach recent high school dropout who enters an Adult Basic ducation ¢l
Can represent an exciting challenge for the dinstructor. Thesc voung alilis have
uni e ch#ractciistics, behaviors, and needs which may demand speciai tteation,
Teceessfully incorporate these students into regular Adult Basic Educat:on
clio~es, teachers must recognize the recent dropout's spectal needs and he pre-

pared 1o meet these needs.

Many young adults who "'drop out" of hich school have poor self images.
- hey litve been labeled as failures and have negative attitudes toward school,
However, the student has not given up on education. 1y enrolling in an Adnlt
Basic tducation ciass, the student is dcmon:irating his desire to compicte his

. educational goal.

o Lacilitate’ teachers who will be working with young adults in their
regular classrooms, the following orientation wmit has been designed.  Suce oss-
“11 Adult Basic Education teachers are already utilizing some of the techn’ques
fat arc mentioned; however, many guidelines have been added or moiificd 10
speci “ically meet the nceds of the young adults. All experiences listed WY nnr.
be eiovant to every classroom, but most can be adapted for each individual

)

clasn, -

ERIC
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1

Porst Naght Activicies

Obi ~rive. o me:ote stdents 1o remyin oW es Do anrcat e Climesen
throuch the first twelve hours of o raction,

Expericnces and Te. aiguey s

I. Recogrt > the student upon his/her ontry iato ¢y o b st
porsible to inmediately ge to the new student . vecognize him/her
with o ~nile, a nod of the head, or other werlii or Vel
responses fhat say, "I['11 be right there.”

2. Tolk with the student on a  e-to-qne hasit.

4. Discuss the student's previons school o pericuee.
1. Wwhy and when did the studont withdraw?
N 2. How many credits does thw stodent pave:
e 3. Was the student referred directly from the hiph schoel”

b. Laplain the Adult Basic Lducation program to the student.
. The concept of individualized instruction.

2. 'The importance of diagnostic testing.

3. The student's role as an act:ve participant.

—

c. Answer questions that the student mav have about the progran.

3. Describe the Adult Diploma Program to thosc students who Iach enly
a few credits to graduate {rom high school. (Sce the ABE Teaher's
. Handbook for further details about this program.!

4. Aid the student in compléting the Student Information Sheet apd
other forms which must be completed.  Re sure that all blanks ore
completed and correct.

5. Discuss the regulations that Liave been sct fer the class.  Youne
adults need to know immcdiately what they can and can not Jo.

6. (Optional) Give the student a weicome 'etter. (A copy of a weloome
letter follows this unit.)

Give cach cnrollec a student folder in which progress, attendunce,
and test results can be recorded.

8. Begin each youag adult on a standarized diagnostic test, Recent
dropouts are accusiomed to taking tests and do ot tfear this process.

a. Explain the examples and scoring procedure.
b. Place the student in o quicet arce to take the test.

e

Outline the student's strengths and weaknesses on a preccription
sheet and place the results in the student's fol.cer.

10. Make assignments on the appropriate level lov the sindent. Seo
that the student finds success quickly and oftun,

11. Provide adequate feedback to the student on his pwogrens,

Qutcome: Over 80% of the student who enroil in the Adult Wieic Bdeos o
class, should complete 12 hours of instrwtion.
O
ERIC - |



Section I1
Referral and Feedbinek

Objective: 7To miintain an on-going referral and feedback svstem hetween high school
persomnel and Adult Basic Education instructors.

ixperiences and Techniques:

1. Mike sure that cach recent high school dropout (16 or 17 yeurs of
age) has a "High School Dropout Referral Fomm'' on tile hefoic
of ficially enrolling him/her into the Adult Basic Education zluvs.

a. If the student docs not have a referral form, cne of two courses
of action may he (ollowed:

1. Give the student a Referral Iorm and ask him/her to voturn
it to his/her former counselor or principal for coupiction.

2. Telephone the student's former counselor and ask that a
Dropout Referral Form be mailed to the Adult Basic bducation
office. (This option is rccommended when students seem
particilarly upsct or anxious about returning to their
former school.) )

b. Remember: When calling counselors or principals ABE instructors
should identify themselves as being part of the Kansas City
School District's Adult Basic Lducation program.

2. Provide feedbatk to the high school counsclors on the progross
of their fermer students who are now enrolled in the Adult Basic
Education classes.

a. Student's progress and attendance should be recorded on a
"Dropout Referral Progress Report' form and returncd to the
Adult Basic Education office for distribution on a quarterly
“basis. (A sample copy of a Progress Report fom is at the
end of this unit.)

Qut.come:

1. All students 16 and 17 years of age will have referral forms on
file in the Adult Basic Education office.

2. Progress reports on recent high school dropouts will be malde and
distributed to secondary counselors on a quarterly basis.




Section {11
' Med1vas top . Retentron,
and Toiton-up

Objective:

1. To motivate former high school drovernts whe have enrvoiled in Aduit
Rasic Hducation classes to complete their edacational voats.

2. To increase retentiongin Adult Basic pducation classes by mintain-
ing a {o'!low-up system.

Experiences and iechniques:

1. Help each student develon realistic short-temm yoals, define
attainable long-term goals, and discuss methods of reaching thosc
goals.

2. lwaluate students at regular intervals to sec that progress i
being made. For full time classes, students should ho retest.d on
a standarized test after cvery 50 hours of instruction.

3. Incourage student's successes by acknowledging progress.

- a. Praise the student.

b. Use certificates of achicveusent when pessiile.

¢. Display "Success'" charts and graphs listing peoble who have
completed a goal or shown irmrovement.

4. Make follow-up contact on students who have not attended class for
threc consecutive class meetings.

a. Record tele ~one contacts on i tollew-up form. (Sco attached sheet)
b. Send letters to students who dJdo not have telcephones.
(See attacheld sheet)

Matcones:

1. Students chould improve one grinde level in one arca for cvery
fitty hours of instruction.

2. Retention rate should be above 80%.

3. Jver 1/3 of all students who are not attending ABi classcs
will return atter being contacted by the teacher.

ERIC
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SUMMARY

Incorporeting voung adulis into regusnly -dui: basic Baucation clavses

can he o challenge.  They require special attention motivation and direction.

“ut by utilizing the special techniques and oxpericnces thit e nentioned
this Orientation Unit, teachers can effectivelv work with yonne adults ol

hielp them to find success.

o 35
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ADULT EDUCATION DRO’OUT PROJECT

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

We in Adult Basic Education belfieve that it {8 best for young adults,
16 to 18 years of age, to remain in high school.
We believe that the total high school experience offers many opportunities

that the aingle Adult Basic Education class does not afford. We feel that

student, as well ag providing a well rounded curriculum which helps prepare
the student for adult responsibilities.

The Adult Education Dropout Project was developed to facilitate only
the -onfirmcd dropout. The program was designed to seorve those students who,
after all retention and counseling techniques have been exhausted, will
not continue in high school. The Adult Education Dropout Project may be viewed
48 a viable alternative for the confi;med dropout who would not or could

not otherwise complete his/her high school education.
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HIGH SCROOL DROPIT REFERRAL

High School

Date

i being referred to Adult Basic

Student's Name

Bducaticn classes to study toward eventual GED Tasting.

This stucent has permission o take the GRD test when he/she is uadonicallyl

prepared to do so.

8chool Officialle Signature and Title




UROPOUT REFERRAL PROGRESS REPORT

ach of the followlng students has been referred by a Kansas

' “ducation Program,

City Missourl High 3chool into the Adult
This report reflects data accumulated during the month of

+

ATTENDANCE

PROGRESS
ENROLLMENT 4 REFERRAL NOT
NAME DATE HIGH 3CHOOL § STEADY |PRRIODIC |ATTENDING lcoop|rarr Inowg COMMENTS

o

L e e e L

2

o—
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"WHAT IS ADULT BASIC ED'CATICON?"

Telephone Serip:

CALLER "Hello + 1'm calling from

Name of Student : Name

bl .
of organlization
"Our records show that you have withdrawn from
Name of
'"
) high school
(PAUSE BRIEFLY FOR RESPONSE........THEN CONTINUE)

CALLER: "Let me tell you about an exciting program that was designed just

for you, Through the Adult Basic Education Program you may enroll in
aw or evening classes, set your ewn schedule, attend classes in your
own neighborhood, get individualized instruction, and prepare for G.E.D.
testing," (PAUSE) -

"And ‘all of this is freei"

-

"If you would 1 more information about this program or cther

alternative programs, call 842-8965, or visit the Adult Learning Center -

at 1514 Campbell, Let me give you that number again, 12'3 842-8965,"
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-c’a\‘\on Dr. Op

/

d
%}U g@ Welcomes %
O @/ < YOU S

—
e

R ——e g,

Dear

We are very happy that you have enrolled in one of our Adult Basic

Education classes, and are hopeful that you will be successful and meet
you. gosals,

1f you have any questions or comments, plesse feel free to contact
me at 842-8965,

Good luck in this new educational endeaver'

Sincerely,

Patricie N. Long
Project Coordinator
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