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introduction

America is in headlong retreat Irotn its ciiininitine»t to

e(Int'allim, «)?tfiiititi and retnionlii. tinferionlv

shaken Ili( 1)eni,le'i /fifth in ethir.alnin as the key' In

folanoal and trrr la! .surres.v . at .take is nothtniz lesr

tltrltt the +iir;'n'aI of Allleikan ilerntnra(1'.

lied I leritinger

In dis«sssing rlhnir politics, Vew,v;sirck soltonniss Corniirld

qdtcd, "Ws. ;Is (.01 dr,ding brie with plufdlisni anyching so grad

and poliot ss irlu cliks., 1011 ..vstis pluralism gont ma," 11s1

point is Iii s sIilis fans smut callliC 101160 10 CMICII1es, 1 lic

.11111)0 of Ibis 1.,oth:ss k sortscnds dim smne locos to;slion

111;11 1,1)111,0i/1g pmliut s is ,iis()(Lingetinisly dies in son s.(111(mionsil

l'Iso;disiis.dromds vidsrd upon out schools, ftmm eilhet ihr

politic:II kit so sighs, sistsdocs I ow ri(sols lu t irate ;1 ism sac ico.--;1

0.1rons of fisop4s, nos 1)1.1( k, Clth ;mos. '10.11's, or Asians.

mid on;ilishIldve ilelterent puns 1)1

tiew Jinni( ct.ilm misrules

lir !HANN hrlirtr 111,11 lilt' i);Isi( putpnsrs (11 sr hook 111;11(111W

110111 lie e) hegninint inn nationhi units, In pioside

oninnun cshiciieni r 101 ,1 ES) euililish

idedls, 11 )1,11)1 f11(1);11,161)11, I het tiro f

1.10111,1 !;11.,,Is1promit,,s(osisisry ,'11(.1(sr,s(111)rissisl la Nosh sof rs,

sissougl, wilLstiss., Ismd is srll.lrllantr, tintdion to visit duly,

,ssilirls.04s. thr las s (;od.;ind aim s.,111,1) obidining4soods.dts(a

I'dstolion niusps sow so( lind)dwidddr, of I scoilos;11 sus (c.o. In

ty



()built I lie ma let ds of lilt,anti 111 Iitt \ yel I i ieliteinenaliose

Is hn do 11(11 do Well 111 st haul ;lie destined to tmain in unskilled lobs,

list. on the edge ol pus ta ty..ind dependent on milers in then ()bhp'.

At :lir 1(11111 end of the continuum am he eatical low 1 les isionists,

They sec Mr fulfillment of equal edin animal ()ppm (units in lei ins ol

multi( uhural etliitation, bilingual (du( ;Mon, inlergioup education,

global (lineation, sallies elm du ;Mon amt other elloils to help indi

vidual %Indents, patricidal lv nunot Hies, II itcyr petsomil, rtunomit,

and sot ia I SIlli.CNS, Tiler suggest that srhunls hale been massively III.

st'llS111V(' 10 slit nerds 01 lilt' poor, minorities, and women. They con

tend that schools have pcipettiatecl a social class system ;tn(I have not

pros idrd equal valuational opportunity for bug(' segments of oui

population. I'ullhcr, they (I incite ((locums lor (miming the melt.

ing poi 'hems' in their attempts alli/e"11111111g1,1111(1111(11C11.

of this laSINICk is ibis st hoods hate been antl will (on

tinue to be the winerstoneol efIrctive polii r (lemocimv and sale

111(11.11 slit irty. They ]Ite the poetry and soul of out «ninny, '1.11r portly

dors not always base perfect meter, it is inure it; the style of Walt

aml Sanclburg. The dream is tun ;1 c(miplete reality, but

it is in the making. Although !titan) is needed, it is not tie( essay to dis

mantle our schools in obi m luring about c Itange. Soinnyliere along

the continuum, luctlyeen the itleologirs of 1E1(1.16(41;1km :ind evision-

ism, lies reality.

In ;ittempting to illustrate that reality, the author will discuss what

is mom by educational pluralism gone mad, (invite (kluges that he

per( rives io contraclictoly io the historical put poses of piddle

st hoots, and recommend steps to insure the meservation and continu-

ation ol the .lnierican ethos.

8

8

Two Views of American Education

The urine reality /Nal' appear quite dilf51011

to di; erye groups rind individuals,

Datad Tens

believe Illal 111)11IN have made a massise tnnnibn

lion io the slut «.ss of out nation, dim they have given high ',limns. to

basic historical principles upon which ibis nation was founded: equal

opportunity, equal motet (ion under the 1;py, equal access to vu Inoinic

sulk( 'ten( I , Ireecloin of ( r, .111(1 a long list of personal liberties.

Although these principles hats not been emended to all out ( iniens

ditoughout out bun 5, not been adhered to and slip'mind bs all out

'cadets, ihes always Mete, lVrilten into out hash doe utusnts, Mich.

uncle(' by nut touts, ;Hui( ulale(1 by out political and (.M1(16(1,11

Inds?), they ;lie allots nagging ;11 out ((micro)! l'N, (1411111niing nut

:1(11(111S, and piessing Its 10 110ble 1)111110M's, 111(11111'y (011111111c 10 lit

laugh( by till 11'3(111'1s ;Ind p1,1(111(11 111 0111 schools better 111;111 4111\ -

SdIrly else 1111811 rot 1r11'.

()in linelatheis bylined that a goyeninieni (ul the people. its die

people, and k the people svoill(1 not work unless support] In ;I

SVs11'111 01 tree public -dm ;Mon (In all children. This belief that Me

young were to be educated in the Anita it an system (lid not gross nit of

kindness, litimanitalianisin, (.! (onion lot justice. It sos cow lusion

that was leached uuI of the desire to survive. If this nation «uilti not

exist hall live aml hall slave, it could not exist hall schooled and hall

tins( hooted, All the nation's yoting must hr s( hooled. Thomas Jelin-

son, as trustee lot the [nivel sitY ill 1'irg

9

ai gad the net essity lot



'cal 11111g ati 11001 Illy (01101,0011 01 I utopian

1)011111 id

I 1111 our 1( 1101)11 have (10111' wet I in mat Bing die Ametic an sysmi is

abundantly clear, Representative government has suryivrd and sui

vivid well Out !till of Rights is still in «iter stage despite 11( C.:mills..

ism, Nixon, and the book «Tsui s of Ie 1980s, The Supreme Coup is

still supreme, The people still enjoy the vim. in dcc iding who will

gown] anti who will not, 'Nese print i pies 0f goverment could 001

have been sustained without schools, without urn and women who

understood democracy, who knew their rights, and who ould conlIont

111r syS011. FIIICli011 makes it possible for citiiens io control then

government, modify their laws, and adjust lc histoi ;11 (hinges,

Traditionalists believe that schools have made a Major m11111111-

6011 it upholding (lino] values in our society, An open it et} rr

quires that schools teach obedience to the law, a respect for piupertt,

and an adherence to a personal code of ethics. \Vein (panel about

effectiveness of our current strategics to 0.a(11 such be11aVi01, but wr

Gomm argue about the need to do so. It is the responsibility of schools

to assist in making our society a safe place in winch to live, a sane plan «.

in which to work, find a mom' place in which to dUnk.

Formerly schools contributed to Me Ann.! lean ethos wi ill themoril

lessons found in Nit Guffry Readers, Today they struggle with tfducs

clarification, Kohlberg's stages of moral development, law-trlated edu-

cation, t haracter education, and ethics education, 11'hat has happened

to the schools' "ibility to influent-1.'1pin pin ime bell:Rim? Is dm mmral-

itt of our nation so ambiguous War it can no longer be Lnight in ton

schools? Is it possible 0)M ph limo (Amines have contused taints,

blurred lines between right a,ad wrung, pit t I eMical iela Livia it

the point that it impairs the ability of it st look itt teat It ethical

behavior? As we will examine later, itlor. :Aft mad crr,ues "1

society with a nofaull momlity. It is the aunty, ol cinsruc titcedu-

rnirual reform.

Revisionists place great inipm ince on equality of (dm "Mona!

opportunity, particularly for the Loot, minorities, .ind women, I. heat

are :olive milliners of special plograms in tin schools that ;issule

greater economic, sot ial, and personal suet ess lot sm,lems.

10

s isionists, ii.t ogiwing Ole int asing noinheis ti eihnu Ian( ounds

in (tin sot lets., suggest that undeisianding these s alias liermigys can

be an emit IUng aperient e WI ;ill student'. this end thes advicile

apploat hes to (chit:Won undo silt lr Itibek cs multiethnic

rdin uinn, intergroup education, Or hat (din ion, ind bilingual

clot ;Won,

Revisionists viggrst (hal in the tat si11(1ols have failed to respond

lo !he 'wok of ow glowing ethnic population and lame lint provided

equal"( of educational typo! wilily, 'Hwy domino' die I,tilure of

st hook b) t icing the di Ilerence bosom Mat ks and whites in income,

1,s showing that minorities and women do not attain high positions of

leadership, and by demonstrating that them hool cltoponi ram is higher

for minorities than it is tor whites, I hey present information chat slioivs

that the st holds have historic alb. been controlled l)s. \Only, initlille-class

males. They point out that iiii)s.tucl sot itil mobility is largely tin illusion

and that class position has been rigidly maintained in oin «mum s..

Interpreting history is a ciiffict It assigmient, 1)oil traditionalists

and revisionists have a timrlencs. .1) report rinly the encls of the con.

tintium, 1'hat is not c leativ c saild [shill are the coniributions of educa-

tion wl)lacks, tit. the Spanish.sp aking, and to 'Luise :Unlit ans. Diane

Ravitcli makes a :ring t ase lie oba ks enjoying ,greater economic sot

cos 111;111 in the past. In her book, Th, itri tuornsts lirctoi:(:ralque of

the 1?aill«11,.iitark on the Siwol. she Ilers data that Milk medial mole

blacks art. now moving in to (quit} with whurs Ili m csri 1w1()ir.

her work and present data to show that

coulomb parks has helm obtained by only a small pelt entage of

blacks, Spanislitspaking, Ind native .. merit "ins. Further, unemplo

mem figures «mtinue io show 'LI 'mum Wes ale unemployed in dis

plopoi tionme nuinlrei s compared to ss. lines, In some "twos 10",MI

city young minorities are imemployeil. As expi ;sill by I Loves Kamm

in ie7q.ii)?u,,I.,1e,Npolfi to iaptti.h,". . ,ctichlminintli;nlyant event

may act in defuse tiniest Its convincing many 01 the open moule of the

economic s) stern mid the bene (dente 01 the 1111111g If is Ilic

rcvisjoinsrs' hrliri that one nation km sun i)t and prosper unls if out

eilut minim' system responds positively lit the gtmwing needs of our

ii
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lo 11,1111,E Intl, I In' hold 1)11bill Rt 1.111141

PIHIll ill 11114; 1 /i111i1t 110i 11,, 111'

1,, 9,1111111.11 1!1.11!1 11S 11 111 1111111 1 l'W1( 1.1 1%1 ' 1. '

vIt'!ti

11.1.111 Ito .1,1 III ;III' (111,11;1111.111 id 111.11 iv 1111;, i;, ,

!Jilt' !wit's h !LI to !hoc l ut11111111 1111111 ,,1

1%1th:ill( 611 Arid It' lit (iint

1013 if ihr /A P, W.1111,

14,41., II, Plii:11 .11 /1)S 114 ;,

GnIt 111.11 \1111 A',1111.,1 aka, 11!1', 11111

III

I ra '1 ..n;10,1 r. !rl;Il1I1111; 111

d i , 1 , 1 , 11 nWi111111r, I n It 11111 11)

6r I, dttiv 01 (hr A1111

11111i11111 ill k 1,1 I1111 1.111114 %lit kit 1 k,11), M111 `')J1i1111'1

hr id 1)11111 I .111

"1111, .11 '1111111,.111111 1,1,111 ii do'11.i11111,11i Ith
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i!1',111', t 11.1V./' Vi1.1111 1.11( 111,0

.11101,d 111111111 ,114 111111111 111 1111'111 11,11.1' :011611 HO, 1111.
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1111, t., ordoilll,)11,'

Pluralism Gone Mad

t (IOW III

all 1111', If) V,rini and poillItni iilrnlrhkr,

rt railirr with pitirallint {rnlr marl

-,11/.1;

Ilundlisin tnonuni,ill 11111 lie drinird .1, ,ni ,tin, ', fn infrialn«', on

Ila 1,,N of si, IA quit, Inoill,11111 01.11 di 1 I'll lilt' t'diii X"ill 11 Illinl'Sr

lowl 1111' ill'Ilint 1,111i anal, .fini ;nun ii)les lo whit it -, !nslinikilh

1(1[mm:rill (inn. rx,onpli.s ot plia.disin gone mall mt.

I Sup,n,ition 01 (MI(11111111, Mill 1110, HI sill ii n on Ilic li,his s1

tm 1., clbrib 1),40liond, to scx.

? Bilinyji,i1 cluknont mined al ,tippininio lobs 1ll1w,1,1111 1.1111c1

Ill,:11 1,11111 rdlli,illo11,11 lilli posits.

`t, Niiii,11 Id.1111 101 I11111 di 101111111.11,111'S 1111' itiliisili 1,111( V,11111's

,111t1 1 irisilikil !icli,iliiii it nrr In(Iiniull.

I. lifilkilion,11 TI.1,,111i filled on riiingrkin Ill 111111116111,111.

.1 licillph lii IflAt 1111 li'diiiIng .1 II 1'111r1 Ill/1,1111 .11111 11111111111.

Mill l',1,1111 11N

fl \ 1111111 11!1111,11 I iliac illItill 01,11 lisrlithilis lill'll',11 lirl ,111l11l11ltlills

111,1111 llo1111 sIlliclin11illit.

l A111'11110 lo 1111'1'1 1111'1 111 1 11 11111111
lieSill'S of i'll'IS' 11)11 1,1f 11111Thl

iiiiittp ,11111 I tyl \ 111)11111.11 liehlli1S1011.

\lolotintN And yjimilh tulle 1nv,111/11( hook 101)LifiliIII

.111,1111n. 111111,(, 11111 dl Helm's all!' kohl(' SIlidef he (die

1tIPm (,nurlr, well a, fin Snidirs, holy, rn Nnnion.



pnllflte segrr,gallnit, litaa n000r societies, pillusti 1n1I .1 mulls, and

Sons of Italy festivals equally misguided efforts. .1 hr ['Lina ol

Black History 11'rek, Spanish I ledlage Day, or fdalianAnteti(au

Mouth is a pool. 11thslitl11(' imegtation 01

minotitv corm ibutions to Me hisioty of oil nalionAn idclult simh

for all students of Nlartin Lithe! Ring in sot ial studies and Al'., Glom

nisi in economics would serve the purposes of education far better. 'Ffir

contributions of Marconi or Booker T. Washington or Caesar Chavez or

Ella Flagg Young or the history of our nation, studied by all students in

integrated classes, is far superior to establishing token courses for each

racial and ethnic group or, for that matter, 'he "peculiar needs of

women,"

Fultill'Illort'' not every minor Iry who ever lived is worths of living

quilled in school: nor is (111Y ritual historical (1.(111 .41 MIN C1)1 pride

for minmities, csonicri, or ehnif groups. And it is vet to be established

than the study of lila( k English or the study of any dialect or regional

language helps childien to succeed in school, We should follow the

advice of Ricaido Garcia who ("unions its to examine f 'irefully the

curriculum dial porpoils In lead' respect for individuals

dilIvreni es bill which Whirs "ellInooillrisin which bads Io scpara.

lion, ex( lusivily, and hagmentation of our sof jell.,"

The condescending attitude that the "pool, olimisined

mini)! 'Nies and ethnics" need "special instruction" to 'Isolated

courses" taught by "ethnic models" is lore of higoliv, II is Ihr slot!

001 01 width tacisni lists and dist itinination Is legitimauicd. it could((

he Win In f 'intimate out tuners (In !donning lit total f citric Muni

and upgrading our tearli t uainulg pingt;inis. [chi( ',Outs need III

undcisold better the of out taboo a, thee ,ipplv to st hook ;Ind

bet (tine more Iilrl,tr About the carious peoples who moil lbw to the

gollness of this nation, IV11,11 is needed is !don of the nicinsliecol

(0111011M Ic101111 in the gosellint 111 etlot,thon,

Bilingual Jobs Programs

11 hoer( IIIIIIIgniai 1 . ( 1 1 1 ( a t 10 n i s dis( llsscnl 11 is ()lien chili( (Ili to seli,i-

late (du( ational strategies limn the cuiplomein needs 01 Hilo'

"titudrins who do tint tindersiand English are tile( tivelv foreclosed

limit any meaningful education." Tile unanimous decision of the

Com t, islitten by Justice William O. noughts, cuticle(' the city of San

anc isc o to help Chinese Iiildren in the st niaster Friglisli. It did

not mandate the employment of people based on ethnic origin, What it

did say was iliat I hildrr t could not learn it tliey did not undetstand

English,

The aim of bilingual education is to help (Itildi en lets to speak

English, l"nforl imam' y, the cowls have confused iris obligation of the

public sc hook with the employment needs of Mc nation, In Srnta r.

l'orIttlec .1,cp/r()(Il,Vete York r. ilimid of l','111011ioit the courts te

coined tiling cal instrucion and the einplociiiiimt of more Spanish

sviiking madly's, In ()lent Count v l'nl(e School and (;wirie

tuPe Organization P, T(rni)e Flernerdarli School Di.str lc I tlic cool Is said

that (fiddle!' li id no constitinional tight to bilingual bicultural eflu

cation beyond "measures to cure existing language deli( iencies" or as

;111'11111i\ lilt dist tilt'ollit1111111oft'ill!i111101111dflkiillls

and resulting (1(111.111(1.s and piessuics from frlJrcal irgulalions lucent

1(4;11 school districts from puns iding elle( liti assisialne 0 111Iitilell

with language problems.

.1.11c foregoing should nol be construed to mean than bilingual

education is not needed, Karim, it is a plea to permit Ilk!) Is to

dry ide how best to implement the lent drtisilln and In hold them

itsponsible fon doing so, 11w gticl Is lo initioAr students' piolh rent s

in English, MI lotniplov situ( ilk people pill v.

Moral Relativism

Pluralism in out 511111'1 11;1S 1)1(1(11111d r moral I Hindle dial [ells

eeennnr In establish a sense (11 %%11,11 Is 11,4111;111d lv1(111l; 101 \oli, phis

11111d 11;11a oval. Hulling the limits ril ((Hie. In the edit( a.

nonal ;11(11 Ibis trend has piodut ed a noaull inotalm and ielatiistit

Job `1111;111 esiiniony 'dole 'he Senate is an ex.

ample of such mom' confusion. Ile gale liel,luse 01

manorial sec unity', I he eh lion of Nixon, Ito attuned, was s i 'wpm

tam dial it should hr cimplished at all cods, ruin illegal incons, In

I '1



success ahead of iwrsonal standards and cleverness ahead of character,"

said Ewald Nyquist, former New York State Commissioner of Educa.

non,

Schools, if they are to survive, must protect and articulate moral

standards, ethical behavior, and historical principles of social «the-

sion. it is their function to teach the common beliefs that unite us asst

free nation,

Spiritual Reform

It has become fashionable to H y to reform the schools he propound

ing evangelical niumbojumbo iind catchy slogans, Those W110 want lo

reform the Schools through "salvation" by returning prayer to the

classroom, by burning "dirty books,: by removing "secular human.

km" from the curriculum seem to lx oblivious to the Fits; Amend,

mem, School reform will not come about by seeing visions, expert.

encing revelations, shouting "amen" in assembly halls, or by submit

ling to the will of spiritual leaders, Mills have been used throughout

history by despots and demagogues, are not effective methods fur

improving schools, What is needed instead, is hard work, regular

attendance, adherence to rules and regulations, respect for teachers,

and a,desire to learnall of which are congruent with duality

non,

Irrelevancy of Relevance

The pluralistic demands on rm hers to make the curriculum "rely,

Yam" have resulted in many irrelevant courses and learning activities,

The trend toward minicourses, reaife courses, fun courses, and

ethnic courses generally provides shallow knowledge and reduces a

student's time for mom serious educational opportunities, Ac cording

to the National Association of Secondary School Principals, schools

that have maintained high achievement, in both urban and rural set

rings, have also maintained strong requirements for graduation, They

have not substituted so-called "relevant" courses for traditional ones.

I ti

reduce class site or employ aides to help teachers.

A quality education mac not o (Icon. all the handicapsof poverty,

but it will go a long way toward providing equal access to good jobs.

This is far more important than justifying mediocre television ino

grunt in the name of telmIllty.

Ntulticultural Overload

The study of cultural differences provides many opportunities for

teaching basic principles of tolerance, respect, and appreciation of

differences: but if the schools arc expected to teach the cultures of all

grout is and the preferences of all political persuasions in our nation,

then the curriculum will become so overloaded that little of substance

will be accomplished.

It is encouraging to see a trend in the reduction of (muses rather

than the proliferation of Mtn What was once a smorgasbord of Mile

pendent, fragmented multicultural courses is now becoming an into

grated history program that includes the important contributions of all

people An example of such consolidation is the effort of Westminster

College in Salt Lake City. As des( Mir(' by Dean Douglas W. Steeples in

the 22 September 1980 issue of the Snit Lobe Tribune, the college will

do the following:

I. Cul the number of c lasses nearly in half.

Limit the 'pudiec of available degree,

3, Place q 'titer emphasis on WI 'ming, mathematics, and e °minuet

silent,

Continue a stioc,,,, plograin in liherd

7, lustill in all students a sense of ethical tesponsibility,

It is hopcd that many mores( !cools andcolleges will follow thispath and

inrorporate ethnic studies into the mainstream 1 'mirth:rt.

Special Interest Pressures

One need only attend school board meetings to undetsland how

extensive the dc ,,;inds of vested niftiest groups are on our schools, One

group wants [cachets to dispense calcium tablets; another requests that
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use students 10 Wiled Money, sell candles, distribute posters:mil Hier

lure, Various other groups plead for every kindof service, ranging from

babysi Ring in the late afternoon to dooro-door
transportation service.

Such pluralistic
demands come not only from the public but from

individual board members as well. Such single issue quests could

destroy the effectiveness
of hoards of education and prevent them from

giving appropriate
leadership 0) the schoolc.

Special interest pressures on the schools must be balanced with the

needs of the entire
school, Continued concern

for the special interests

of every group at the expense of the general population is the kind of

pluralism which makes it impossible (or the schools to provide good

education (or everyone.

Summary

Pluralism gone mad is eroding the ability of public schools to do

their jolts well, In their attempts to create
egalitarian environments,

they have established token
opportunities for blacks, the Spanish,

speaking, native
Americans, and others, This isnot only detrimental to

quality education and equal opportunity for all students but is espe-

cially harmful to the minorities for which they were established.

Pluralism gone mad in the schools is seen in the establishment of

separate courses for minorities, attempts
to be relevant, excessive con.

cent fo; vested Molests,
proliferation of (muses, moral relativism, con

fusion beorTen
education and jobs programs.

These kinds ofpluralism

have not improved
educational opportunities

for minority groups;

instead, they have created confusion,
ambivalence, and fear,

A renewed emphasis on the historical traditions of our nation,

based on the democratic principles
embedded in our national (loco

rims, may provide better results. However, providingquality educa-

tion for all is not an easy
task. It requires

;Iggressive men and women,

educators who are
unntilitted to narrowingthegap between plinciples

and practice.
Schools need not be dismantled in order to improve them,

Proposals fin &schooling, rampant
pluralism, and derisive mac ks

on our schools do need to be understood, but they should not be the

basis for reform,

18
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Pluralism and Educational Reform

Education in a liberal society Inuit sustain

and hold in balance
ideals that «mxist ill

tension: equality and excellence,

Diane Haliich

Schools ate limited
inqiit:ClinIS. They have not always fulfilled all of

our expectations. In areas where they have not served well, they should

be Unproved. Jim attempts to improve them often create a conflict

between the ideal of equality and the desire for excellence, A ease in

point is the push to assure every
student a high schooldiploma and the

concomitant prewar to strengthen graduation
standards, Likewise, a

balance is needed; I) between equity forschool employees and account

ability for providing quality education; 2i between safeguarding con

stitutional rights of students and providing appropriate teaching and

learning conditions; .1)
between the tights of parents to influence the

schools and appropriate processes
for doing So: .1) between cultural

needs and limittion,
limitations; !It between what the schools can do

and what otheragencies id soc MR' should do; t',1 between federal conuol

and local responsibility; 7; between
educational finance and public

accountability, Let's
examine each of these Seven items.

Employee Equity and Accountability

A basic mini
iplemfic ulaled intuit a hauls is than employees will he

treated fairly and chat !licit due prnr e.ss rights be protected, (11101

Innately this has not always been the lase; and ;is long as unfair pia(

tires exist, employees will continue to
organi/e and to negotiate greater

and greater stonily measures
11w result is extended

conflict, whit h
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establish quality education,

This balance can be established !hi nigh a system of shared govern.

ann., Shared govetnamegiyes cniployeesdllopOOttlInity to 'MI(11111;0

In the g0M11,1111'e Of 1hr school distric I and helps to make bands of

education more te,ponsive to the needs of emplosees, hist eseablishes

orderly procedures for resolving unfit and for deseloping strategies

In improve shared governalit (mildew in

the schools declines, and pluralistic demands incirase. I.egishinnes

become oppressive. Partly onions ate
formed, Dissatisfat lion is dir.

rently evident instate legislativerf forts eoreform teacher cereiln ;Ilion. o

test leachers, coextended
probationary periods, to repeal rewire laws, to

offcr ly short-term (mulcts to administrators, and roestaldisli evalo.

ation of all educational personnel. hated with a hostile envrionment,

school employees lust be«nne more (once' fled with safety and set titles

than svith providing better Pduration for students. Clearly reform in ilie

aural 151111'111'd,

Students' Rights and Appropriate C:onditinits

for Teaching and Learning

Puce( ling the consinnional rights of students is often 1 Induced

ith establishing sound tea( bong and learning 1°11(1'11ton). Thus die

I omplain( heard so Mien is that he comes air ntint1111t; nut St hods HI

111,1t Ill(' Ionia "Wall'l let 11S 110 att Coto t the untsiitm

Clonal rights of out c Minns, m u
lhrt gendall hate no arrest in or

desire lu ton the schools, Thai tesponsibiliey is Icii in boards of eduta.

lion and school offn

In line with On iesponsibilines
cduc,nots mu, 1 not require c hit

deco in pray in sc hull, ignoIedlie prat ess plus edifies, disci iminate tin

the basis of race, sex, edi oil group, 011011111 pos1111)11,1)111;11111101,, Al

the sank. in, r liildirn may play if lies wish, ii sot II paving MA's noi

itemifere tsith teaching and leatning. Shinto iv, sthunk (;)111/1/1 111'11k

Ihr expression of fire spec(h, even in Synlboln 111.111nel (pins, 0111.

6,1111k, fit ,t; but shoots till! ()turd sin expressions it limiting Mem

to ((vain hoots or speech( places, Reform tit (Ms anya a not pellills

?el

rfi

[111(1111111;01y 111,111y 11111r,1101111,n'e ennel given up on 1)elleVe 111;11

11 is ;1111)1opiLtle t 11",11e "Soli l'IlV1tOntnellt for SlInle10, espy, ially

minorieirs. I bus, extreme behal iorS die 011.1iled ;11 the expense of a

ellt'llonfIle11, Sic II 1111,t;111611;11t.1111(leS are 11;111111t11

to ,d1 studettes and ()pet Tally to minorities tvitom thee were intentlet1 to

help,

lialame in this ;in.,1 is possible if sdtool ()resound Irani dearly

ehe difference between historit al nights to freedom of expression and

the abuse of stir II lights when it imerferes with the (iglus of °diet s to

!emit, Denial of t ights crates repression, insulin', (milli( 1, Lawsuits,

amt a host 01 si hold ilisn it I problems, On the other hand, plumbs:it

ping( Hamm) 11'ult expression of 'iglus (educes edut atMti In a ronfu-

sion of indit 1'61;11 tvhinis, Equality of edurarional rippoiimity tan

best be Nos ided In high rxpe(tmotis, plotti non nl tomlitutional

rights, ;Ind 'dripfilinidlc. (001101 of the ( °minions lot teat lung and

lemming. It isn't (ass, hoc it is right.

Parent Participation in Decision Nlaking

111,1t nit; InpoIallt1111Y and 11111 1(111 making at the 40,1 Imildim;

Intel is Mitt 01 lilt Lets hrlitt schools, l'arrin patlicipation is ripe.

needed when making impntt,nn edut animal dr( isnms fot sf1

(Iron, Ilii 61 I nnpaue t%'1iling in The .clank for PIfer Itre \rhoolA,

iir..1F,111,('td, XXV, No I J'all 198Maigurs what happensal the

si hod building lewd trout i !rade, ship, mill sophislit anon, pmeni

pawn, lima sr hool p,nmeiship prop:its, local planning] is

dial :militates st hook to imprine. II is also ao this polite Mat the ie.

mnation of path' roof irlem e in schools can oc«11. by rs,ahllsbing

goveinam e at the ,chord one( Intel, we can lessen the dr111,111ds on

«1(1;11 boards sib eau( ation and improve dinols riit the situ c time.

Ronald Eilennnds it 11is dude, "1.11(c lot lionls lot

l'ool,"1,(Ittraltmtai 1.1.(kir ((Ii 1(4,11 11,171.1, qipporls 111is prnlll of

11111 ill :1 sunull,us I.I trsr4T( 11 on elle(live urban sdlools,

1, Hwy 11;Re sunng administiative leadetship.

2 f her bait' a c Innate of high rxprcLilion,
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1, They have strong programs for learning bas'i

5tichool energy and resources are used to proMole hindatIlculal

objectIveS.

6. They Monitor pupil progress on a regular basis,

Decentraliled governance allows the bomd of education to cslablish

standards of excellence but gives local ,schools freedom to implement

those standards. When standards are not achieved, the board will inter

vent. in the governance process and take corrective action, Conse-

quently, standards lx.corne the criteria for evaluating if furtiveness, and

evaluation becornes join( responsibility of the board of education and

the local schools,

Such a partnership can lessen pluralistic demands on ((MICA boards

of education, Decisions as to what can and cannot be dune will be

understood better when one is responsible for implementing Mose

decisions and lor allocating funds to support die (In isionsli can curl-

taint' also r. establishing harmony between superintendents and

boards of education, All of this should contrilth' to orth'ilv opeutions

and Iwitei ethic chin,

Cultural Needs and Curriculum Limitations

Curriculum reform is needed lo include the many people who have

made enormous contributions to our nation, especially blot ks, the

Spanishspeaking, and native Americans. These groups have lx.en his

torically forgotten, Ricardo Garciacallsthesethe "tunnel table" persons

of our sodetv, 1 wean' to reform curriculum suuessfully, however, we

cannot espond (lily request out of historical guilt. We do not need

separate courses, but we do need to incorporate minority hist' y into

the regular programs of the school, We must find a proper balance

between important persons and events and a desire to right the islongs

(r1 yesterday, Sophie A, Welisch, in her article, "Ethnic Educalion:

Promise and Pail" in Equalitv and Liberty' Non, sass:

[dim( studies mound the country show a promising beginning 1111111'

dim lion of phirillistn, Ilrnsever, in at.;Hump(uu runpenNair (lie in Mot

tors, ,,,me programs base l'inpliarted posicise Ales of wino, tit

'Cr

2'

Nloirot 0, ethnic programs often presuppose (lie existence (41110110611M'

groups and ignore variations of class, sex, o(Tupalion, and age as will as

(Ire racially mixed backgrounds of mans Americans. Some programs,

elm Tally Klat k studies, have often been introduced hastily, pcxnly irate

oiled into the American biome curriculum or isolated from it, and

handled tot uncritically . Without a strong tothininneth to the uadi

thins out ()hinny() whir It hind is together as a nation, Ow hirers of

alienation ;Ind separatism will invariably strengthen.

We must continue to incorporate minority content in every rurric

bum aura where it is appropriate: in history, social studies, art, music,

literature, science, and mathematics. Reform in these areas requires

a ompreliensive re-examination of all areas of study, In the long run, I

believe that strong, progressive, curriculum reform will improveeduca

(ion for minorities more than busing, racial balance, or equalising per

pupil expenditures,

The conflicts created by demands for bilingual,' bicultural educa.

tine Ir.RT 6'101(11 or inisthici led schools hom doing the more

tam job of curricular reintin.Sintilarly, accusing school employees of

being "lads' and uni mu ivied" has wade them resistant to partit Ma

lion in appropriate iestrudining of the curriculum, It is timer° put the

allegations and «illir t aside and to mart (lair( ohm) reform that will

give proper ;Mention to ethnic and racial minorities and to women.

Responsibility 01 Si 110,,ls and of Other Agencies

Schools I dip', that people Idicyc dccv should do,

same limy, !lint I (lieu responsibilities better with thrcunpera.

lion of institutions, but example, we tan edit( handi

rapped children l tit t, e(.011m; illetrate their health puthlerns; that is a

responsibility of the health agent les, SVe an ethical(' minorities hut out

intenthini r: lesponsibility Inc regular attendance

belongs In Ihe parents as Min b as it does to 5111111)1.

Sr hinds d(1 11111 IT1'1,11(' in ,1 t 11( 1111111, ICIrriS1011, Chilli( 11, parents,

jobs, spurts, so( of these «unpile lot students' lithe

;Hid 11 1114;111 he raise, therefore, to hum alliances where l'au 11
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institution educates in
loose ins co ,,

sector can help teach Wirer education, The
medical profession can

assist wnh sex
eclkcalion, The legal

profession fall he t'.111)

related education.
Business and

industry 1;111 (M-11
Vo(Ajonid edui

11011, and
01I1p;UlicS can assist With (Trip' lOtisCrvAioil educa

non There are unlimited partnerships
that can be created to relic«. the

schools from being the single educational institution
in the society.

The pluralism of expectant-ins
that crept into the schools during the

Great Society days of Lyndon Johnson was unfortunate, Exp.( ling

sr hook to win the scat on
racism, on poverty, and on social injustice

was unrealistic, Howes yr, schools can help toalleviate social problems

by educating
students to think, to get jolts, to itiwreciale fteerlorti,

to understand 11w principles of
democratic govei =cr.. I li me

functions that schools can perform well, 1)111er
L:,

should be assumed by other social
agencies, When Slit

responsibility is established,
public ;Ind prirat.,igem

(is is III do

their jolts hem,

Balance of Government Responsibility

The November 1980 Phi Delta Kappan reported
that one of the

major issues of 1980.81 is
"big.brotherism by We fledgling Federal

Education Department,"
Negative reaction to such big.brothetism is

seen in the struggle between the Department
and Congress over appro.

pirate regulations
covering sex discrimination,

bilingual ethanol',

education for disadvantaged students, and progratik for handicapped

students under P.L, 9.1.112, Excessive
regulatory imposition nnpublic

h000 We, created ;1 strong
congressional response to approve regula

oc`c e they art disseminated, The
position of Congress is being

suppor r d by National School Board Association American

tier of .:',; Acts, American
Association of School Administratots, and

most education groups, It is generally
supported by various poll

groups.

Establishing a balance between the
functions of local school dis

trim and the federal government
will not be easy, but in order Mdo so a

number of myths must be dispelled. The myths are:

I. Local districts won't da anything unless
forced to do so;

d, i ui JI111 h

11)PlinleC.1:

f. One canton be trusted if hr,she works in tVaslnngton;

5, I ,ocil school districts and the federal government have different

objectives,

The moll of the matter is that both levels of government have

strengths and weaknesses. What is needed is a differentiation of (uric.

lions so dial the strengths of both c lw maximired. federal agent is

contribute most when they evaluate, give broad direction, and establish

general policy. Local districts do best when they identify problems,

develop programs, select appropriate instructional strategies, and

account to the public for si hool expenditures.

The federal government should gel out of its regulatoryand inspec

lion role and take on a moral
leadership role, it should antic Mate the

purposes Of education, evaluate school quality, and establish slam,

dards. Local districts should be pressed to develop better school pro.

gmms, improve standards, evaluaic employees, ;md be accountablefor

results. The partnership between (.deal agencies and local school dis

nuts works well if local &sit iris are given maximum heedom to

achieve federal purposes.

Adequacy of Financial Support and Public Accountability

As long as there is a general feeling that schools ;tn. deteriorating,

state legislatures will not be supportive of increasing school expentli-

tones, F,ven though we 111:14 believe that adcquai.linancial support

should «MI(' first, edul afioo.11
ifflinotTructv should take pi ecedence,

Out only choice is to improve what out schools do. Then they will be

more valued. We must impros'e teSt SCOreS,
restrncsrindardsof orldUc( ,

build Midges with parents, deceit:rabic. governam I., articulate high

expectations, protect
constitutional rights of students, and do well all

those things that pluralistic leinamls and ;Imbitalen«.of purpose have

syeaktwed. Then we can tusk lot 111011'111011(1',

Summary

Sod equality, eoinontic freedom, and personal success are not
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Schools and the American Ethos

it fiettit .lonletInng to be a ?Wilber of the human Int,.

If meath unartIong to be. a part of tonne) .sapiens.

It mean,, mInetlion, vou like, to think of otifsel,e,

(1.+ 11111tle1i uj Gull. fild It nlrnns SI/Mt/ling /r) be an

Inlr,ll,trl, If our ',lends porn other oitritries

null (in,ore thnt Itttir

1)ean 11 u.1 k, Lune 2s. 1980

0,Y 0 A. nenni.s Inter nntional Convent in-,

The rimed Skirt's nfAttieti(a is liken c Itiset of ghtlics..lbest.imile,

individual ;1,(pcs are held togethrt bv «mullion stein. Ea(h gt ape has

herdont, limited only by its ;Ittachtnent to the stem, l'he individual

man be (ddiffelent color, shape, (n Each. Itoweyet, has lltc

ul the tel held togelhet IA the stem.

l'he simile inns hr inn simple, It does, nevertheless, illusUate hoir

out mown ltinl lion. Individual mei) and immen, dillerent in immy

wits, slit, hmuied togethet ,I
sel),11,11111 (HIM

411,11 ethos, 1)(411 IIt dum and strength aft )(ISI. It Is horn the s11.11101,11

line gams bertiont ;Ind ti (on the assocCiiion ts'illt the whole that one

obtains suctigilt, a( 11 is fiat( of the whole, die system gives

slicngth and litedont i1'1(1n firing (I pat( oi the isliole gives cat-lt a

synse ,.(11bring in the I, II( nvIctIgc that one is set Lite anti isguatanteevi

thc (Act Ise 01 pet si )1%11 librtlirs. Ii Aso pros idrsdirrrtinn 101. ol11111011

!',1t poses.

Ella nerds m hr recognized is that the Ante, tun nperi»tent iras

based oil sonthingit did not just happen. Those who founded this
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nation wok some important ideas into our national documents, ft is

those ideas that must he (aught in our schools. It is those ideas that hum

the stem that provides freedom and security. It is an ethos that suppoi

diversits with limits, a common language with freedom to kat am

other language One wishes to learn, and a set of political prim tides that

distinguishes us from all other nations. It was established against a

background of abuse, exploitation, and political reptession, It tti( ii

lairs the rights, responsibilities, and conditions under which this

nation will exist. It has withstood the tests of a civil war, the assassina.

don of national leaders, depression,
corruption in high places, explo

sive growth, the agonies of Vietnam, and adjustment to scarcity. It has

worked well.

It has now become fashionable for some to be suite, critical because

our system has not solved all our problems nor svoi ked efIe lively for

everyone. The diversity of our political system does not lend itself to

simple panaceas, Unresolved problems may be .he penalty we pas' for

political democracy and personal liberties. What is important to re

member, igovever, is that the American ethos has been the social bond

that has held us together, The ethos consists of the following:

I. Belief in the worth and the perfectibility of human life on this

earth;

2. Conviction that democratic
societies have more to offet than

totalitarian ones;

3. Faith in reason and in orderly solution of conflict between indi

viduals and between nations;

Respect for knowledge and a strong commitment to education

for an;

5, Protection of pasonal liberties within limits estahlished by law;

Equal protection under the law :Ind equal oppotiunits for pen

i01111 and economic success.

lw American ethos has sustained us ha over 201) Years. It has made

it possible for us to survive many crises, And it will es unmans. had Its

through the quicksand of pluralism gone mad. The problems of the

1980s are no more difficult than those of the 1881k m the 178(ls..flie

problem of plenty has now become the problem of ;urns', The con

queuing of the wilderness is now the preservation of the environment.

28
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Itut the ethos has not c hanged. I.ile is still sacred, leclont is still

shied, (111,01 tunny is still possible. Film ation is still a no essoy,

Fug 1, ethos is a 1,11;01( r belscrun 111(11'i(111;11 tights and the

ood It Mile it trsfle Is (5%1'1', it extaclseuri(,4rttily 111 some

eras, 1, lilir 11 nc 111114h hlTd0111, it 16(0 trsuirtiuns On all trout-

11'11110 it pito ides equal opportunity, it expects the

individual to take advantage of existing
opportunities. li is a fine and

delicate balanc e. It tem ks well.

I believe that them hools of die future will once again iettun to lxisic

demo( ratio ideas found in out national clot Hulett's ;is a tic Itryitit cc. lot

curtic t Ha, especially in the area of (halm ter or citirenship education. It

is my belie( that as we enter a third century as a flee nation, the Alfieri

an ethos of freedom, opponturity, self .teliant h ;itd'ssutk.;nlhrtrncr

to hoe, tespet t lot individuals, and commitment lot igorou standards

1611 beanie the nom, 01 Olin SI bolls, Out Si toll;grs an (ID

into h to V1111;111( (' thI1 (10;11i1V of life 101 ihe sligic10 1Vh() them,

1Vt' line t('Sp011sihihit to 111111 young iteciple to Irani dpproptiaii.

skills and attitudes. We must have a strong (loot titillation to c irate

sib hoots that ale just. We must «niline out commitment III educateail

children. Nothing that we do, licvevet, is as M11)(1(3111,1\ (Gil

Annu't ; nethics.Theethosistheglue 'whichholdsustogethot.Itisnut

snength. It is the basis lotot personal hre(lont, Without it, not much

else is possible.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

Those who examine and evaluate
the history of our schools do not

always agree on the extent to which schools have contributed to our

nation. Traditioplists
tend m augment their virtues; revisionists tend

to magnify Men faults. There are some who credit the schools with

more Man they deserve; others expect of S(1100IS more than they can

deliver. Regardless of where each ;son thecontinuum, someagreement

tan he reached nit the following:

L Public schools havesuccessfully
assimilated millions of immi-

grants iota the mainstream of the t!,S,

2. Excessive
pluralistic demands on schools hair produced on

fusion between equal opportunity and quality education, particularly

where minorities air CO11(1111111,

3. Schools have made a strong
contribution to the economic

growth of nut nation and to the standard of living enjoyed by all.

I. Ilist nit ,m1 n .,editions and principles of flertIttIll 1:1111.',111 in

1/11111it n111(.1111111
have bens ;111(1 will continue to be the ,due that holds

us together as an effective political democracy,

5. Educational
reform is needed which establishes .1 delicate

ante bet wren (limbo' and excellence.

The following are
recommendations to

Ode the leforin 01 out

educational ss swot in this country
while at the same rime presets ing

Ilre Amyl if ',HI ethos hit

I, Requite a top school official in eat h district to be tesponsible

for promoting equal educational
opportunity with the m1(110111y to

implement convoile action when needed.

2. Establish parent governance
committees at em It school site,
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3. Reform teacher education
programs to include stronger con

centration on history, sociology,
economics, and philosophy, and

lengthen certification
requirements to a fiveyear preparatory

pro.

grant. Colleges and school districts should form partnerships to

strengthen the quality Of teacher preparation.

4, Combine efforts of the education community tocombat racism,

antiSemitism, and violations of human rights, first within its own

ranks and then in the general society, by instituting review boards to

examine practices.

5. Support affirmative action programs that lead to the employ

meat of the best qualified persons
regardless of race or sex.

ti. Expect each school to accept the responsibility
to teach moral

behavior based on 11w principles of democracy,

7. Form partnerships with other social agencies to provide sub-

sidiary services to
students and to families,

R. Establish
evaluation policies aspart of the board ofeducation's

responsibilities, and see that evaluation of education processes
and per.

sonnel performance
is conducted annually,

9, Work with legislatures to
protect the financial support of edu

cation.

10. Improve student achievement,

Thomas Jefferson once stated, "No ,government
ought to be with.

nut censors,
and where the press is free, none ever

will." We can say the

same for schools. No sm !tool ought toexist without critics. While critics

rims not always be right, thee do ;dot its to our weaknesses,

Vol some time now
educators hoer tried pluralism to

improve the

st fools. it has 1101
worked Ion well, II Inn intensified conflict ;111(1 in

jeered politics into the operation of our schools. In murder to establish

the quality of
education and pun hie equal opportunity,

especially for

minorities, we need (minium purposes, not fragmentation. We need to

talk moreabout what is right with the schools and lessabout their (lass's

and (dilutes. 'Ube agenda ot ilia schoolsshould be to educate betterthan

ever before, Quality is imperative;
pluralism is not,
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