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ABSTRACT

Data are presented on advanced degrees awarded to
blacks as compared to all recipients. For the master's and doctoral
levels, data are provided on the total number and percent change by
field of study for 1975 to 1979. The total number of master's awards
increased slightly from 1976 to 1977 but fell by 5 perceat im 1979.
For all master's recipients increases of 17 to 25 percent occurred in
“he fields of agriculture, business and management, computer science,
health professions, and public affairs. For blacks, the increases in
agriculture and computer science were much smaller, 2.6 and B.3
percent, respectively, but those in business and management, hezalth
professions, and public affairs were higher. For academic year
1978-79, historically black colleges (HBCs) accounted for almost 20
percent of a2l black master's recipients, despite the rfact that HBCs
made up only 30 of the approximately 1,000 master's-granting
irstitutiocns. In contrast to master's degrees, there appeared to be
slight progress for blacks and strong headway for all minoraities in
+he number of doctorates awarded in 1979. Nationally, there was a
drop of 3.3 percent between 1976 and 1979, black Ph.D.'s increased by
4.5 percent, and cther minorities increased by 26.3 percent. There
was a substantial upswing in the total numbers of Ph.D's awarded in
architec*ure, fine arts, hezlth professions, public azifazirs,
theology, and interdisciplinary studies. There were serious losses in
computer science, engineering, mathematics, &nd physical sciences
doctorates. The total number of first-professional degrees increased
both from 1976 to 1977 and from 1977 to 1979, a total rise of 10.4
percent. The number awarded to blacks dropped by 5.8 percent from
1576 +o 1977 and then climbed by 11.8 percent in 1379, or half the
na+tional figure. HBC's accounted for 21.2 percent or 'all black
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first-professional degrees. (SW)
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DID YOU KNOWwW ?

ABouT BLacK ADVANCED DEGREE RECIPIENTS A5 Maren, 1901

The Commitiec’s recen: vepert, A Lesing Battle: The Decline in Black Participazion in Gradua:e an:
Professional Educaticn, lavs ot a statistical profile of the deteriorating status of Black students
in advanced education. Despite claims that more than enough has been done to ensure Blacks of equity
in postsecondary education, this study indicates that what little progress that had been made in
graduate and professional education had run its course by 1975. In the years since, the proportions
and, in scme areas, the actual numbers of Black graduate students have fallen comsideratlv. The
most recent degree data from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) perz=its an exten-
sion of the Comzittee's analysis to reveal that this decline continued i{n acadezic vear 1978-79.

Data for the following analyses ar- presenced in the accompanying tables:

I. Master's Degrees

ED202445

The total nuzber of master’s awards increased slightly from 1976 to 1977 but feil bx 5 pevcent in
1979 (beginning in 1977, NCES began ccliecting degree data by race,ieanially). The nuzber of
master's swarded to Blacks followed the national trend but the 1979 drop was even more severe,
7.8 percent. As a proportion, the Black share dropped from 6.6 percent in 1977 to 6.4 percent in
1979.

Several high-growth flelds exhibited significant gains between 1976 and 1979. Agriculture,
business and managezent, compurer sclence, health professions, and public affairs witnessed ia~
creases in a 17 to 25 percent range. For Blacks in these high potential career fields, there werc
zmixed results, The increases in agriculture and computer sclenve were muzh smaller, 2.6 and 6.3
percent, respectively, but those in business and management, health professions, and public affairs
were higher. Ndtionally, master’'s in comzunicatimms, education, engineering, foreign lan:iuages,
zathezatics, and soclal sclences declired in 197%, Likewise, the awvards to Blacks were lower in all

- these fields except engineering where there was a small, 3.4 percent, increase. Biologic:l and
physical scilences demonstrated 2 disturbiug contrast in 1979. 1In bilologizal sciences, the national
total grew by 4 pevcent while master's for Blacks showed almost no growth. In phvsical scfences.
total awards remained almost statle but the nuzher of Black recipients fell by over a third, with
onlv 86 of 5,419 deg-res being conferred on Blacks.

Acadezic year 1978-79 alsc saw a contincation of the dependency of Black students on historically
Slack colleges (HBC's) for advanced education. Despite the fact that HBEUs made up only 30 of the
approximately 1,000 master’s-granting institutions in 1976-79, these schools accounted for almost

20 percent of all Black master's recipients. Further indicating the lack of progress, discounting
the HB8C's, Blacks garmered only 5.3 percent of all master’s, a proportion which has rezained almost
constant over the 1976-79 period. . Blacks were especially reliant on HBC graduate prograwrs in
agriculture, bZological sciences, education, library science, mathematics and physical sciences.
Without the HBU programs, the 2.0 percent proportion of Blacks among the national total in agricul-
ture drops to 1.2; the 3.2 percent in biological aciences to 1.9; the 5.1 perceat in library science
to 3.6; ard the 2.3 percent in mathematics to 1.7. Physical sciences remains an especiallv critical
area since Blacks received only 1.6 percent of the degrees from all inst:itutions and 1.1 percent of
the degrees from predominantly white institutions. Engineering is another field of acute concern
for Blacks since there has been almost no Increase in the extremely small nuzber of Black master’s

'\ . graduates in this field, There were, hovever, promising signs in business and management where the

L proportion of Blacks among total reciplents rose from 3.7 to 4.2 percent and in public affairs which

.‘. aupplanted education as the master's field with highest Black representation, 10.1 percent in all
institutions and 9.2 percent in predominantly white institutions.

N

R I11. Doctorate Degrees

: In contrast to master'a, there appeared to be slight progress for Blacks and strong headway for all
ainorities in the number of doctorates awarded in 1979. Nationally, there was a drop of 3.3 percent

\\\\ between 197€¢ and 1979 but even though the absolute numbers remained small, Black Ph.D's increased
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by 4.5 percent and other minorities went up by 26.3 percent-: Pf°f°‘:1¢na:ely..:he Bl:ck share crept
up froz 3.6 to 3.9 percent of the total and that for other Minof . ®s, frop 3.2 to 4.2 percent.
For Blacks, however, the significant downturn in waster's award$ “Rgests that this ¥ill be short-

lived progress.

There was a gubstantial upswing in the total numbers of Ph.D's 8¥2Tdey in grchifecture, fine arts.
health professions, public affairs, theology, and in:cr—diﬁcipli":ry studies. As educarfonal and
scientific spokespersons have warned, there have been serious lofies in comyuter science, engi-
neering, mathematics, and physical sciences doctorates. In addi®’on, 1979 aswards in business and
managepent, communications, foreign langut.ges, letters, and asoci®’ Bofences were all down frog

1976 totals.

For Blacks, the continuation of minimal representation across th® Fh p. spectrux limits gracifi-
cation over percentage increases to a hypothetical or sta.i5tic8} Plane. The 33 percent increase

in aren studies was actually a growth of 3 doctoral degrees: the +4 percent increase {in
mathematics was caused by the addition of 4 degrees to the 1976 D3Se ¢ 9; the 26.3 perrent increase
in engineering represented enlargement frum 19 Ph.D's in 1976 to S in 1979. A more realistic
picture of the involvement of Blacks at the doctorate level 1s PT°Vlded by a comparison of

proportional ghares.

Notwithstanding impressive percentage changes, :he Black share of b“siness and meitadgement degree:
vent from 1.6 to 2.1 percent; of engineering degrees, frog 0.7 ¢© *+Q percent; of matiemarics
degrees, from 1.1 to 1.8 percent; of physical gciences degrees, from 1.2 to 1.5 percent, 1p
health professions, a 25 percent increase in number resulged in N9 Proportional change and in
theology, a 23 percent increase in number translated to a proport*®May reduction from 2.9 to 2.7
percent. .

The number of Black doctorates went down in several key disciplin®® 1n 31979, In sgriculcure, Ph.Dp.
awards to Blacks dropped from 18 to 14, down to a 1.5 percent sh8T®i 4. biological sclences, from

© 52 to 47, a 1.3 percent share; and in education, traditionally th® ®Orpersrone of Black docrorate

attainzent, a drop frow 669 to 625, an 8.1 percent share. In factr &g L35 the case in master’s
. avards, public affairs has replaced education as the field with hishes: Black representarion.
'

Blacks remain considerably behind foreign and other maority 5tude™S ;. ph.p. attainment, the
disparity most conspicuous in technological, high growth career a¥e3s, o 4 point of reference
onlv, in agriculture, non-resident aliens earned 19 tives and oth€® Rynoriries 3 rimes as cany
doctorates as Blacks; in biological sciences, 7 and 4 times 85 ™} {n corputer science, 12 and
2 times as many; in engineering, 36 and 9 times as many; and in Physital sciences, 10 and 3 times
as many. In all, the only fields where Blacks earned as many¥ or @T¢ py prg from American
institutions than {nternational, non-resident s:udents in 1979 wef® Ave, grudies, educatjon, hom:
econonics, and psychology.

II1. First-Professional Degree:s

(Note: The unpublished data available to the Committee staff Yor degrees awvarded in 1978-79 docs
not permit an analysis of first-professional degrees by field of 5t99% .o vas conducred in the
Commitree's published report on graduate and professional participati°n.)

The total number of first-professional degrees increased both fro? 197g to 1977 and from 1977 to
1979, a total rise of 10.4 percent over this period. The pumber #¥3Tdeq ro Blacks dropped by 5.F
percent from 1976 to 1977 and then climbed by 11.8 percent in 1979+ 2 weg increase of 5.3 percent,
or half the national figure. In terms of proportional share, the 8™1e; increage for Bjacks
resulted in a decline from 4.3 percent of the total in 1976 to 3.9 Perceap, in-1977 and only g
slight Tect*2ry to 4.1 percent in 1979.

The HBC's were even more vital in the production of Black first~profesgy oo graduates than they
vere with master's. Ulth proportions remaining almost cons¢ant gince 1976, the H3C's accounted
for 21.2 percent of all Black first-professional degrees and 59.5 P®TCen; 1n those States vhere
HBC's were jocuted. This was accomplished despite the facr thar onlY § HBC's, out of 8 toral of
433 institutions, granted these degrees in 1979. The proportion of Blhcks among all degree
recipient: from predominantly white fnstitutions with firsI_profe951°ﬂa1 prograns was 3.3 percent
in 1975, Jdown from 3.5 percent in 1976. The role of the KBC's in thely respective States is also
revealed by a review of their individual contributions. 1In 1979, all Of these States and the
Disirict of Columbia, with the exception of Texas, graduated 8 high€? Proportion of Blacks among
roral recipients than the national average. Minus the Black first~PT®fegcfonal graduates from
each State’s one (1) HBC with a professional program, six of the 5t8fe€y had lower percentages

of Black recipients from predominantly white institutions than vas the case nationwide. More
than half of the Black degree recipients in Alabama, the biscrice of CQlumbia, Georgia,
Louisiana, and Tennessee were graduated from that State's historically gy,ck college.

by
J. Christopher Lehner
Counittee Staff
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TABLE 2, *NOTR D PROPCRTION (4 BANTTI"S DEGRITS AWARDLD TO BLACKS, BY FIELD OF STUDY
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Letters 8,96 W M 5. 12 84 ) 18
Library Science T I ] 5 g Lo 109 1w
Hathematic: 103 oo il 8.2 § %6 5] 1]
Physical Seiences 5418 86 1.6 2 02 I l B 60 1l
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SORCE:~Coomttee StalT anaTysis, COHCLS, RpabVTehed data, 0Ty~
1/ Humber of institutions awarding masters in 1976-77; unduplicated number in 197079 not available in unpublished data,
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[ABLE Y, CONPARISON OF PROPORTLONS OF IICTORATES AMARDED T0 SELECTED RACIAL, ETNIC,
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Note: These proportions differ from previous Committee reports due Lo variation in sourees. ‘ ]
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16 Ind 1976-17; AND ED/NCES, unpuBTished date, 19781 '

OTE: - First-professional degrees by field of study not available i unpublished data,

be—
e

EKC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



TSLE 7, UER AN l'Rl)l’ﬂl{'l'l“N F F s [-PROFESS UNAL DEGREES AWARDED 10 BLACKS

B S STATES 0 o0 o INSTITOTION: L9781

ka0

Mwards o Blacks " Number of Instity-

tions Avarding Degred
State P NN
Total | Number ""Went Mumber fron  UBC Perceat . Number from  Black Percent '

of Total Black  noa=HBC's  of non-HBC's | HBC's non<HAC'

Mol Wy

Total, United States 68,965 | 8% 1 b0} 1.2 2,35 3.3 3 {25

Total, 7 HEC States : . | |

it of Ghwbis DL | L0 W ] 9.5 s i ¢
ilabama m| ow S 5.5 ) 1.1 1 §
District of Colubia 19 | N 254 (6.8 115 5,7 1 b
Georgia Les | s 0 .8 i Wl ]
Lovisian L e ) 0.5 3 .5 1 5
Notth Caroling s | d 0.1 7 5.4 ] 5
Tennessee 1,387 154 Ly 1 n4 3 L1 l J
Texas g |13 A 5) i6.0 bl L]l "
Virginia Ll w N 1y 0.5 il 1l ] 9

- _,______/\./T\,__,_...—---.. e o b
Source: Committee staff analysis, ED/NCES, unpublib'l"'d data, 1978=14,
Note:  First professional degrees by fleld of studf "ot available Ln wnpublished data.




TABLE 8. PRUPORT[UN OF FIRST-IROFESS [O4AL DECREFS AVARDED 70 BLACKS,, BY SELECTED

STATES AN YR OF INSTETUTION:  1975<Th, 197617, AND 1978-19

Sate Black Percent of Total Degrees IR Pereent of Total Black ~ Black Percent of non-HBC
IR 6= %19 D19l 197677 197819 e me-n W-T

Total, Natlon b3 19 Bl 20.2 1.8 .2 33 3l 33

:‘ Total, 7 HBC States ' : o

. & Dist, of Columbia | 6.9 6.9 I 61,1 63,2 5.5 N 3. 3

Alabana 39 5.6 N I IA 5.8 5.5 17 21 2.1

District of Colunbia 13,6 129 15,6 6.4 7.6 68.8 5.2 3.8 31
Georgla RS §. 1.3 9.4 66,3 6L.8 L1 9 W

"~ Loufsiana b6 L1 5 50.0 §8.1 5.5 X 2.3 13

North Carolina 9.7 6.7 14 52,8 3.6 0.1 5l b3 M

Temnessee 9.3 10.1 1.1 82,7 8.1 19 1.8 1.8 2]

Texas 3.6 34 Ny 53.4 5.2 46,0 L] 1. 1]

Virglna 3 b1 b 97 - WS 0.5 23 3. 3l

Source: Committee staff analysis, DHEW/OCR, Data on Famed Deprecs Conferred by Institutfons of Higher Education by
Race, Ethnic:ty, and Sex, Academic Year 197576 and 1976-77: and ED/NCES, unpublished data, 197819,




