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KEYNOTY. ADDRESS BYALeROY COLLINS:

[0 THINK, TO GH00SE, TO AC" -

Ps THE PRESIDENT HAS EMPHASIZED, OUR NATION IS NOW

FACING GRAVE PROBLEMS OF ENORMOUS COMPLEXITY. UNDERLYING

THESE, HE POINTS OUT, THERE SEEMS TO BE A SERIOUS DIMINUTION

IN PUBLIC CONFIDENCE 1IN GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, THE. PROFESSIONS,

THE PRESS, OUR INSTITUTIONS GENERALLY. THE POLLS HAVE BEEN

REFLECTING THIS FOR SOME TIME.
THE PREQIDENT SAYS: WE HAVE BECOME A HIGHLY FKACTIONALIZED

FEOPLE ~— A PEOPLE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR UNITY OF PURPOSE,

T’ STRENGTH OF LEADERSHIP IS UNDER CHALLENGE. IT Is
CLAIMED THAT OUR LEADERS NEED MORE. AND BETTER ADVISE AND
COUNSEL, BUT TO ME THIS IS MORE EXPEDIENT THAN REALISTIC..

} A LEADER IN HIGH POLITICAL AUTHORITY -~ WHETHER A
PRESIDENT OF THEIJNITED STATES, OR A POLICE COMMISSIONER

"IN KALAMAZOO -- NEEDS INFORMATION FROM OTHERS BY WHICH HE
CAN UNDERSTAND THE FACTS WITH WHICH HE DEALS, AND HIS

OPTIONS, BUT HE MUST MAKE HIS OWN DECISIONS, IF HE IS

PROPERLY INFORMED OF THE RELEVANT FACTS, AND STILL NEEDS



ADVICE FROM OTHERS.AS TO HOWﬁHé'SHOULD ACT, [ THINK HE
'HAS BEEN OVER PROMOTED,'AND IS NOT EQUAL TO HIS TASK.
| STARTING WHERE HE GOES TO WORK EVERYDAY, A PUBLIC
LEADER, TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS, MUST ALWAYS STRIVE TO FIND
THE MORAL VALUES THAT ARE AT THE CENTER 'CORE OF HIS PUBLIC
RESPONSIBILITY AND BY COMPETENT EFFORT, AND HIS OWN
. EXAMPLE, PROVE OUT HIS ABIDING AND CONSISTENT LOYALTY TO
 THESE VALUES. IF HE DOES. THIS, IN MY OPINION, THE COUNTRY,
OR THE STATE, OR THE COMMUNITY WILL FOLLOW, AND ACTIVELY
HELP HIM TO ACHIEVE HIS GOALS., 7 .

WooDRrROW UILSON ONCE WAS CRITICIZED FOR BEING AN
"IDEALIST” AND HE COUNTERED THE CHARGE BY\SAYING, “WeLL,
THAT IS THE WAY [ kNow I AM AN MERICAN"

ROOTED IN OUR COUNTRY 'S EARLIEST DAYS WAS THE CONCEPT
THAT HERE IN THIS NATION WE WOULD HAVE FREE INDIVIDUALS
WITH A COMMON COMMITMENT TO THE IDEA THAT PRIVATE GAIN
WOULD BE SUBSERVIENT TO THE PUBLIC GOOD. THIS BECAME, AND
REMAINS, THE OBL.IGATION OF EACH OF US. [T HAS BEEN THE
'CENTRAL MORAL ISSUE THAT HAS HELD US TOGETHER IN THE PAST.

] IT IS THE IDEAL AROUND WHICH WE CAN BECOME UNIFIED AS WE |
FACE THE FUTURE. _

MATERIALISM DOES INDEED NOW SEEM RAMPANT IN OUR LAND,
SO MANY ARE INTERESTED ONLY IN "WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME?” AND
THIS ATTITUDE THREATENS TO SMOTHER OUR IDEALISM,




THE DISTINGUISHED PHILOSOPHER, TEACHER, AND WORLD
STATESMAN, CHARLES HABIB MALEK, DEFINED MATERIALISM IN
BROADER TERMS THAN WE ORDINARILY THINK WHEN HE WROTE !

"WHEN THE ‘WHOLE--ANY WHOLE--1S LOOKED UPON : @,
ONLY AS THE SUM TOTAL OF ITS PARTS--THAT IS
MATERIALSIM, | o

r

"WHEN THE HIGHEST AND MOST DISTINCTIVE IN
MAN--HIS MIND, HIS SPIRIT, THE FACT THAT HE
- CAN BE TOUCHED AND TRANSFORMED BY SOMETHING
THAT IS.HOLY AND DIVINE, WHEN ALL THIS
WONDERFUL SIDE OF MAN IS REDUCED--TOQ HIS
BODILY FUNCTIONINGS-=THAT IS MATERIALISM,
."WHEN MAN 1S INTERPRETED AS MADE UP ONLY
OF "UNSATIABLE AND UNGONTROLLABLE DESIRE--
THAT 1S MATERIALISM. ‘ '

"WHEN EVERYTHING IS DISSOLVED INTO A—
FLUENCY AND FLUX OF ELEMENTS AND THINGS--
THAT 1S MATERIALISM. .

“"WHEN QUALITY IS OVERWHELMED B SHEER
[ 1
QUANTITY-=THAT 1S MATERIALISM.,

"WHEN THE WHOLE OF LIFE IS VIEWED AS

INHERENTLY WITHOUT REST, WITHOUT REPOSE,

WITHOUT PEACE, WITHOUT GRACE, WITHOUT

FULLNESS OF SATISFACTION--THAT IS

MATERIALISM, . o

IN A RECENT BiOGRAPHY OF OUR FousH RIDER PRESIDENT --
THEODORE ROOSEVELT =~ BY EDMUND MorrIs, I wAs JMPRESSED“waH
THE EMPHASIS GIVEN TO ROOSEVELT'S WRITING SKILLS: HE WAS
NOT ONLY A SKILLFUL WRITER BUT A VERY PROLIFIC ONE, REVEALING

IN THE PROCESS MANY OF HIS OWN BELIEFS AND VIRTUES.
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ONE OF HIS TWENTY OR MORE PUBLISHED BOOKS WAS A
BIOGRAPHY OF GOUVERNOUR MorRIS oF MEw YORK, ONE OF OUR
~ COUNTRY'S FOREMOST 18TH (ENTURY PATRIOTS UPON WHOM HISTORY
HAD NOT FOCUSED TO THE DEGREE THAT ROOSEVELT FELT MORRIS’
‘ \
RICH CONTRIBUTIONS' 'DESERVED, _ :
" DescrIBING MORRIS, ROOSEVELT WROTE._
"THERE WAS ABOUT HIM THAT TOUCH OF PURPLE
WHICH IS ALWAYS SO ATTRACTIVE, WELL BORN,
WELL BRED, CHARMING, LITERATE, AND WIDELY
TRAVELED, HE WAS . ... AN AGG VE_ -
MORALIST, AND A PASSIONATE PATRIOT."

i
\

THEN HE ADDED: _ ‘

"MORRIS CHAMPIONED A STRONG NATIONAL

GOVERNMENT, WHEREIN-HE WAS RIGHT; BUT

HE ALSG CHAMPIONED A SYSTEM OF CLASS

REPRESENTATION . . . WHEREIN HE WAS

‘—*ﬂﬂRONG. '

_ Now IN ROOSEVELT’S USE OF THE TERM “AGGRESSIVE
MORALIST” IT IS CLEAR THAT HE HAD .IN MIND THE BROAD SCOPE
OF THAT TERM: THE PURSUIT OF PRINCIPLES OF RIGHT OR WRONG
IN ALL HUMAN BEHAVIOR. AND THAT IS THE WAY I WANT You TO
THINK OF IT TONIGHT, | |

SOME YEARS BACK THERE WAS A MOVEMENT WHICH CARRIED
THE -NAME “MORAL REARMAMENT”.  THAT MOVEMENT, DEALING WITH,
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHLPS; HAS LONG SINCE ‘SPENT ITSELF,
"I ASSUME, BUT IF THE NAME HAD NOT'BEEN USED,. IT WOULD JUST
FIT WHAT | HAVE IN MIND., OUR COUNTRY DOES NEED MORAL '

REARMAMENT .



~ SoCIAL MORALS FIRST COME TO MIND, [ supPOSE, BUT I
WOULD EMPHASIZE ALSO POLITICAL AND Bualuﬁaa_MORAL ISSUES
ABOUT WHICH | THINK WE NEED DESPERATELY TO BE MORE
AGRESSIVE. ° | o |

(RIME RATES THROUGHOUT THE NATION CONTINUE.TO
ACCELERATE YEAR BY YEAR. .FOR MANY YEARS, ACROSS
THE LAND, REDUCING CRIME HAS BEEN A FAVORITE
PLATFORM FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS. THE SPEECH
WRITERS AND IMAGE BUILDERS HAVE BEEN HIGHLY
RESOURCEFUL IN ADVOCATING "WAR ON CRIME",
“MAKE OUR STREET SAFE" AND S0 ON. [N OUR
STATES WE HAVE BEEN PUMPING MGRE AND MORE
MILLIONS INTO FINANCING TASK FORCES AND
STUDIES SEEKING TO.FIND REMEDIES., STILL
THE CRIME RATES HAVE KEPT GOING UP, THE
REPORTS HAVE KEPT STACKING UP, AND THE PUBLIC
EMPLOYMENT ROLLS HAVE KEPT FATTENING UP,

" AND THAT HAS BEEN ABOUT IT, SO IT SEEMS.

" AND THERE ARE MORAL ISSUES IN THAT.

YE HAVE FOUND NO EFFECTIVE WAYS TO PUNISH
AND REHABILIiATE CRIMINALS., WE ARE LARGELY
JUST WAREHOUSING THOSE WHO ARE CAUGHT AND
CONVICTED., WE NOw HAVE BY FAR THE HIGHEST
PERCENTAGE OF OUR 'NATION’S POPULATION IN

T -
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JAILS THAN AT ANY TIME IN HISTORY. (I AM
EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT 'THAT THE PERCENTAGE
IN OUR STATE LEADS ALL THE. REST.) AND THERE
ARE_MORAL ISSUES IN THAT. |

‘OUR SYSTEM.OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE AS ADMINISTERED
"NOW IS TOO CUMBERSOME , . TOO TIME CONSUMING, T0O
COSTLY, AND TOO ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE RICH AND
DISADVANTAGEOUS TO THE POOR. _ND THERE ARE
MORAL ISSUES IN THAT.

o |
THE USE OF, AND TRAFFIC IN, ILLICIT DRUGS IN
M; éTAfE IS REPORTED TO EXCEED THE INCOME
PRODUCED FROM ANY- OTHER SOURCE, INCLUDING
TOURISM, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRY. AT
ENORMOUS PUBLIC COST WE MANAGE TO PULL, OFF
AN OCCASIONAL HIGHLY DRAMATIC CATCH BUT THIS
IS LITTLE MORE THAN SPITTING IN THE WIND., TO
THE LAW BREAKERS, ENDURING THESE SET BACKS
SEEMINGLY 1S RECKONED"AS JUST . ANOTHER MINOR
ITEM IN THEIR COSTS OF DOING BUSINESS. AND

IHERE_ARLMORAL_LSS ES IN HAI

THE STRENGTH OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS,
THROUGH CAMPAIGN FINANCING AND OTHER PRESSURES,
-6 -
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AT ALL LEVELS OF 'GOVERNMENT, HAS BECOME A
SERIOUS. THREAT TO PUBLIC DELIBERATIVE AND

_DECISION MAKING PROCESSES, THIS DEFIES THE
BASIC PROPOSITION THAT ELECTED OFFICIALS;
DERIVE THEIR OFFICES FROM THE PEOPLE, AND IT
IS TO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY MUST BE HELD
ACCOUNTABLE. . /ND THERE ARE MORAL ISSUES

IN THAT,

\

Too MANY POLITICAL LEADERS ARE OBSESSED WITH
MAKING.EOPULAR IMAGES, AT THE COST OF BEING
THEMSELVES AND APPLYING THEIR BééT_TALE&Ts
AND EFFORTS TO SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST.
AND THERE ARE MORAL ISSUES IN THAT.

THE INSIDIOUS MONSTER OF INFLATION CONTINUES

'TO ERODE THE PUBLIC'S CONFIDENCE IN OUR
CURRENCY; AND STEALS FROM THE PEOPLE THEIR
PURCHASING POWER. ND THERE ARE MORAL ISSUES
o » ;

IN OUR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS WE SHOULD
RE-EXAMINE THE PERMISSIVE ROLE OF OUR MULTI-
INATIONAL CORPORATIONS., CoMMON (AUSE' HAS
RECENTLY BAiSED'SERxous QUESTIONS OF FAVORITISM - |

-,7-




GRANTED TO SOME; OF THESE COMPANIES THROUGH
. DOMESTIC INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS OF FOREIGN

| PURCHASING COSTS DISGUISED AS TAXES: BEYOND

'THIS THE MULTINATIONALS NOW ENJOY RELATIONSHIPS
WITH FOREIGN NATIONS =- AND FOREIGN COMPANIES
AND INDIVIDUALS -= WHICH COULD EASILY PRODUCE
SITUATIONS AND CONDITIONS, WITHOUT OUR GOVERN-
'MENT'S SANCTION, THAT COULD AT ANY TIME UNLEASH

~ ! THEIR DOGS OF WAR, OR OUR OWN. /ND THERE ARE

‘r

MORAL ISSUES IN THAT, - \

Now THESE CONDITIONS, AND OTHERS OF SIMILAR IMPORT,
REFLECT SERIOUS DEFICIENCIES IN MOVEMENT TOWARD THE MASTERY
".OF CURRENT GRAVE PUBLIC PROBLEMS AND THE MEET?NG oF SERIOUS
PUBLIC NEEDS. THE PEOPLE ARE AWARE OF THIS. WEAKNESS, AND AS
A RESULT 'HAVE LOST MUCH OF THEIR FAITH. . |

[

Vo
IN THIS BROAD CONTEXT THE COUNTRY NEEDS “AGGRESSIVE
\

1‘ MORALISTS”., LEADERS WHO WILL STAND FOR WHAT THEY KNOW TO
BE RIGHT, REGARDLESS OF WHAT OTHERS'MAY TELL THEM IT WILL
DO TO THEIR IMAGE; AND A CITIZENRY MADE UP OF PEoRLE OF THE
SAME SENSE OF RESPONSIBJLITY. T

~ BuT You ARE EDUCATION LEADERS AND THE GENERAU)THEME

OF THIS CONFERENCE IS ”PLA‘INING T0 IMPRVE MA[EMIC GU/JLITY”
So I WILL LEAVE THE BROAD PROBLEMS OF THE COUNTRY- AND
CONCENTRATE MORE IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION, WHERE THERE

I

ALSO IS NEEZ rOR MORAL STRENGTHENING. |

1
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THE (ARNEGIE (ouncIL on PoLicy STupIES IN HIGHER
EDUCATION HAS RECENTLY REPORTED THAT THERE ARE' SIGNS
OF SERIOUS MORAL DETERIORATION .. . In MosT U, S,
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES THAT ARE LIKELY TO WORSEN IN. THE
1980's AND 90’s AS THESE INSTITUTIONS COMPETE FOR STUDENTS .

. THE REPORT FURTHER SHOWS THAT ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AMONG
STUDENTS IS ON THE RISEj; THAT THEFT AND MUTILATION OF
LIBRARY BOOKS AND JOURNALS IS CONSIDERED A SERIOUS PROBLEM
IN 807 OF THE UNIVERSITIES sfunlED, AS ARE ABUSES OF PUBLIC
FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS. 20,000 OF THESE RECIPIENTS ARE
'SHOWN TO HAVE FILED FOR BANKR&@TCY TOVPLSCHARGE THEIR LOANS,
FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATIVE PRA%TICES ARE SEVERELY CRITICIZED'

/
IN “GRADE INFLATIONS” AND THE GFANTING OF DEGREES BﬁSED

UPON OFF CAMPUS,/AND OUT-OF-STATE WORK. THE REPORT'IN THE -
END, NOTES THAT' THESE DISCLOSUFES "MAY SIGNAL A GENERAL
LOSS OF SELF- CONFIDENCE AND . . . MUTUAL TRUST, AND A
'GENERAL DECLINE OF INTEGRITY oF CONDUCT ON CAMPUS”
1 wouwp LIKE TO REFER BRIEFLY TO SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF QUALITY EDUCATION IN FLORIDA. |
SPEAKING OF MORAL ISSUES, WHAT COULD BE MORE FUNDAMENTALLY
WRONG THAN CHILDREN GOING THROUGH SCHOOL AND NOT LEARNING
ANYTHING? WELL THIS HAS BEEN A BREAKTHROUGH YEAR FOR FLORIDA
IN | EFFORTS TO KEEP.THIS FROM .HAPPENING.,
WE HAVE A NEW'PROGRAM INVOLVING THE EXPENDITURE OF

$23,000,000 For SPECIAL REMEDIAL HELP FO§ ALL NEEDY CHILDREN
\

! . i
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IN OUR K-3 PROGRAMS. THIS WILL BE IN ADDITION TO AND.
SUPPLEMENT OUR REGULAR ONGOING PROGRAMS. IT TIES IN ALSO
WITH OUR BROAD TESTING PROGRAM COVERING GRADES'3, 5, 8,
AND '11 AND GIVES US COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION OF WHERE

..FAILURE§ OCCUR, ANDlTHE REMEDIAL MEANS FOR CORRECTION. UNDER e
OUR LAW IF A 'STUDENT FAILS HIS LAST TEST HE WILL NOT BE GIVEN
A GRADUATION DIPLOMA BUT A CERTIFICATE INDICATING HIS.
COMPLETION OF THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF YEARS WORK. ~ A DISTRICT

4FEDERALV(bURF, UPHOLDING THESE TESTS, HAS ORDERED THAT
CERTIFICATES' OF COMPLETION BE WITHELD FOR FOUR YEARS, UPON
THE THEORY THAT THE PLAN;WORNS UNFAIRLY, AND)THUS,UNCONSTITU-
TIONALLY, AS TO BLACK CHILDREN, BUT THIS IS NOW BEING
CHALLENGED IN AN APPELLATE COURT. / ' _

. We ALSO HAVE A‘NEW PROGRAM TOUGHENING UP STANDARDS
FOR FUTURE TEACHERS+ BEFORE STUDENTS WILL BE.ALLOWED TO
ENROLL IN OUR COLLEGES OF EDUCATION THEY WILL BE REQUIRED

' To PAsS. A NATIONALLY ADMINISTERED TEST AT THE 40TH PERCENTILE
OR HIGHER. SOME OF OUR BLACK CITIZENS HAVE STRONGLY PRO-
TESTED THIS AND I UNDERSTAND THAT A SOLUTION HAS BCEN\AGREED
UPON BY ALLOWING THE STANDARD UNIVERSITY 107 NDMERICAL\VARIANCE.

THE MORAL' ISSUE OF EDUCATIONAL QUALITY WAS ALSO ADDRESSED 3
AT THE POST SECONDARY LEVEL. '

-~ Our. (HANCELLORJ E. \I York, AND BoARD, OF REGENTS,
BUTTRESSED BY THE RESULTS: OF EXTENSIVE CITIZEN AND PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES, CONFRONTED THE LEGISLATURE THIS YEAR WITH THESE. i
WELL DOCUMENTED -FACTS : '

&
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FIRST, FOR YEARS FLORIDA HAS STRUGGLED

WITH ENORMOUS PROBLEMS IN MEETING QUANTITY
© NEEDS, AND AS A RESULT THE STATE HAS FAILED

TO ALPLY SUFFICIENT RESOURCES TO MEET

ESCALATING QUALITY } NEEDS

,

ALso THAT HIGH QUALITY HIGHER EDUCATION

WOULD REPRESENT A SOUND INVESTMENT IN . . B
. THE FUTURE OF OUR STUDENTS, AND OF THE
"STATE, WITH BENEFITS FAR OUTWEIGHING

COSTS.

" THE BATTLES WERE NOT EASY ONES, BUT WITH WELL CULTIVATED
AND STRONG LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP, THE RESPONSE WAS EXCITING
.AND THE END RESULTS, WHILE NOT EVERYTHING DESIRED, WERE -~
'MOST BELIEVE -- EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD. o
SO WE NOW HAVE THE MEANS TO MAKE' OUR HIGHER INSTITUTIONS
SOMETHING MORE THAN ADEQUATE, W' CAN CONFIDENTLY MGVE THEM
TOWARD EXCELLENCE UNDER STANDARDS COMPORTING WITH THE VERY
BEST SYSTEMS IN MERICA.
OuR GOAL IS TO MAKE EACH OF OUR UNIVERSITIES SUPERIOR
IN ITS DISTINCTIVE ROLE IN SERVING.OUR. STATES -~ AND AN
| IMPORTANT PART OF OUR COUNTRY'S -= HIGHER EDUCATION NEEDS
Our FINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM, THE PARTNER WITH OUR.
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM IN PROVIDING ACCESS TO HIGHER EDGCATIoN\IN
. FLORIDA, WAS ALSO STRENGTHENED, NOT ONLY .BY AN INFUSION OF '_\ff\\\

- . | T ».
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/ .
FUNDS TO IMPROVE QUALITY, EUT ALSO- BY RE-ESTABLISHMENT

ofF A STATE (oMMuNITY COLLEGE COORDINATING BOARD TO PROVIDE

A MECHANISM FdR.SYSTEMwIDE‘bOORDINATION, FOR PREVENTING-

UNWARRANTED DUPLICATION, AND FOR MONITORING QUALITY OF THE
. PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE 28 COMMUNITY COLLEGES,

THE GREAT EXPANSION OF LOW COST PUBLIC EDUCATION IN
FLORIDA, NECESSARY/TO'PROVIDE ACCESS FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS
HAS, UNFORTUNATELY, PUT SERIQUS PRESSURES ON OUR PRIVATE'

'cOLLEGEs, SOME 14 IN NUMBER. WITH ENROLLMENTS GENERALLY ON
THE DECLINE, THE SUPPORTERS OF THESE PRIVATE COLLEGES HAVE
'SOUGHT STATE AID IN SOME FORM TO ENABLE THEM TO CONTINUE TO
SERVE., | o : | "

IN THIS LAST LEGISLATIVE SESSION, THERE WAS A RESPONSE
TO THIS NEED., THE LEGFSLATURE AUTHORIZED THE - ISSUANCE OF

STATE VOUCHERS OF $750 PER YEAR FOR INDIVIDUAL FLORIDA
RESIDENT. STUDENTS IN PART PAYMENT‘OF THEIR TULTION OOSTs

&

IN FLORIDA BASED PRIVATE‘COLLEGES; 'WHEN”FULLY‘IMPLEMENTED
- THIS COST IS ESTIMATED TO RUN'OVER 8 MILLION DOLLARS PER YEAR,
THE COLLEGES AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT THE. VOUCHERS AND’ COLLECT‘;
_THEM FROM THE STATE ARE, REOUIRED TO GRANT BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
'_AND NOT- TO BE ‘PERVASIVELY SECTARIAN/.- AL oF OUR U-YEAR
PRIVATE cOLLEGEs, T HAVE BEEN TOLD,‘CONSIDER S AEMSELVES
 QUALIFIED. THIS NEW. EFFORT WAS NOT RECOMMENDED BY ANY
OFFICIAL -PUBLIC EDUCATION AGENOY, OTHER THAN LEGISLATORs,
THAT 1 AM -AWARE OF, -

14
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- WITHOUT MEANING TO DOWN GRADE THE NEED FOR HELP, TO
ME THERE SEEMS TO BE POLICY QUESTIONS WHICH WILL BE ARGUED
IN MANY PLACES AND SERIOUS LEGAL QUESTIONS THAT DOUBTLESS
" WILL BE PASSED UPON BY THE. (OURTS. FOR EXAMPLE, OUR STATE
CONSTITUTION EXPRESSLY PROHIBITS FUNDS FROM T’ STATE TREASURY
'To BE USED "IN AID CF ANYvSECTARIAN INSTITUTION" AND THERE
ARE SERIOUS DOUBTS THAT THE LEGISLATURE MAY AVOID THIS. BY
CHARACTERIZING THE BENEFICIARY AS NOT "PERVASIVELY" SECTARIAN,
TF IN'ANSWER TO THIS, 'IT IS ARGUED THAT THE BENEFICIARY IS
THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT RATHER THAN THE INSTITUTION, THEN HOW .
HICAN WE DENY THE SAME AID TO OUR RESIDENT STUDENTS WHO wANT
70 60 OUT (OF THE, STATE =9R THEIR HIGHER EDUCATION, UNDER.
GUARANTEES OF EQUAL PROTECTION OF ‘THE LAW?
~ THERE IS THE FURTHER QUESTION: .How CAN IT MAKE SENSE
_.TO ACCEPT A NEW FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THIS KIND BEFORE WE HAVE
BROUGHT TO ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS THE QUALITY OF THE INSTITUTIONS
FOR WHICH WE ALREADY HAVE. PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY.
" ANEW, COMMISSION HAS JUST BEEN. AUTHORIZED BY THE
LEGISLATURE, 'AND ADEQUATELY FUNDED, TO MAKE A STUDY "OF OUR
~ TOTAL STRUCTURE OF POST SECONOARY PUBLIC EDUCATION. IT WwILL
REPORT WITHIN A YEAR. IT IS HOPED. THAT THE RECOMMENOATIONS
OF THIS COMMISSION WILL BE CLEAR AND STRONG, AND ‘THAT THEY.
. WILL DESERVE AND RECEIVE THE SUPPORT OF OUR STATE GOVERNMENT,.'
BUSINESS INTERESTS, THE PRESS, AND OF COURSE THE' "RANK AND
FILE OF OUR CITIZENSHIP. Ir THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED, “THE WORK -
* OF THE COMMISSION COULD WELL SHAPE. THE FORM AND STRUCTURE OF |

_vl3-‘. -
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN FLORIDA FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS CENTURY.
~ AUNITED SUPERIOR EFFORT IS STILL REQUIRED IN OUR STATE
'TO OVERCOME ROAD BLOCKS OF PAROCHIALISM, SECTIONALISM, AND
. SELF-CENTERED COMMUNITY AMBITION. 'WE MUST YET SEE TO IT
- THAT THE TOTAL EFFORT LEADS TO EACH INSTITUTION'S SUCCESS,-
BUT NOT AT THE COST OF ANOTHER'S FAILURE, .
| [ WOULD NOT LEAVE YOU WITH THE IDEA THAT WE HAVE
~-MASTERED- ALL OF OUR EDUCATION PROBLEMS IN FLORIDA, 0] THAT
MMONEY IS THE ONLY NEED WE HAVE TO MAKE EVERYTHING RIGHT.: |
T6 ThE CONTRARY, THERE ARE SERIOUS OTHER NEEOS.__ ST .,f
OuR STATE PERSISTS IN RETAINING AN OUTMOOED, INEFFICIENT

CABINET STATE BoARD OF" EOUCATION WHICH IS ULTIMATELY RESPONSIBLEA |
A:FOR ALL PUBLIC EDUCATION POLICY AND SUPERVISION. Thr -)ARD
| CONSISTS OF SIX ELECTED CABINET OFFICERS. AND THE GOVERNOR.
EACH CABINET OFFICER ALSO "HAS “HIS OWN MAIN - AREA OF RESPON-
" SIBILITY (SUCH AS THE /TTORNEY GENERAL, SECRETARY - oF STATE, L
(bMMISSIONER OF‘PGRICULTURE AND SO ON) BESIDES MANY OTHER
COLLEGIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THESE
PART=TIME OFFICIALS PERSONALLY TO CONTRIBUTE MUCH TO THE
VAST RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUBLIC EOUCATION. THE RESULT IS~ 'g
. A DELEGATION TO OTHERS AND, A DIFFUSION AND.. CONPUSION OF “\f -

‘ACCOUNTABILITY. STUDY\APTER STUDY HAS RECOMMENDED THAT WE f

_ ABANDON THIS ADMINISIRATIVE QUAGMIRE BUT EACH EFFORT TO /“
ACCOMPLISH THIS HAS BEEN OVERwHELMINGLY BEFEATED wITH THE
"BATTLE CRY IDON'T TAKE POWER AWAY' FROM THE PEOPLE S ,I‘:
#NOTHER PROBLEM WE PACE Is THAT THE .UNIONS THAT |

- L3
REPRESENT THE TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PEOPLE ACT AS
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THOUGH THEIR CAUSE IS ALMOST TOTALLY TO GET THE MOST THEY.
CAN IN SALARIES AND OTHER BENEFITS FOR THEIR MEMBERS. I
© WOULD HOPE THAT THEY WOULD EXERCISE A BROADER SENSE OF |
RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY, THEY SHOULD BE CONCERNED:
MORE DEEPLY FOR THE STUDENTS’ WELFARE WHICH IS THE PRIMARY
PURPOSE OF EDUCATION, THEY SHOULD WORK WITH PARENTS, WITH
TAXPAYERS,  AND WITH GOVERNMENT LEADERS, TO ACHIEVE A SOUNDLY
BASED MUTUALITY OF SUPPORT FOR HIGHER ACADEMIC QUALITY: IN
OUR PROGRAMS., - < . . _
WE -NEED THE 'IMPROVEMENT: OF TEACHER-°ARENT, AND ':
__SCHOOL-COMMUNITY, RELATIONSHIPS. PTA.GROUPS DO NOT TAKE.
HTHE ACTIVE PART IN- MEETING SCHOOL NEEDS, DEVELOPING SCHoOL
. COMPETENCE, INSTILLING 'SCHOOL PRIDE, AS THEY DIp 20 YEARS g'
.iAGO.. THERE HAS BEEN A LOSS oF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE AND TRUST
THAT IN PAST YEARS MEANT s0 MUCH, a |

_ REMEMBER EARLIER’ 1 MENTIONED THEODORE POOSEVELT s
“GRAVE CONCERN ABOUT THE DANGER OF “CLASS RERRESENTATION7” .
THE SPONSORS OF OUR BILL OF RIGHTS oF THE Y. S..

o .(ONSTITUTION CONSIDERED THIS DANGER TO BE ONE OF THE GRAVEST

oF U. S.  SEmATORs  THROUGH THEIR SELECTION BY STATE

THE NEW _NATION' FACED, AND PRESSURES FOR CLASS' DISCRIMINATION
HAVE PLAGUED OUR GROWTH EVER SINCE. WE HAVE OVERCOME MOST OF-
THESE PRESSURES BUT NOT- WITHOUT GREAT ‘cosTS. WE OVERCAME ' THE *
“PROPERTY CLASS” CONCEPT. THAT ONCE GAVE TO A'FEW THE EXCLUSIVE

//

POWER.-OF THE BAELOT.V THE RICH ONCE DOMINATED THE SELECTION

i

LEGISLATURES THAT OFTEN SOLD THEM BY AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST -
BIDDER. EFFORTS WERE MADE VEARSNBACK To COUNT THE IRISH As

B gy
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A CLASS, THE JEwS, THE (ATHOLICS, WE SEEM TO BE NOW

WORKING OUR WAY' ouT OF DISCRIMINATION BY SEX AS A CLASS.

THE WORST SIN OF ALL OUR HISTORY, HOWEVER, WAS OUR TREATMENT
OF BLACK PEOPLE AS A’ CLASS, _WE FOUGHT GUR BLOODIEST WAR OF
ALL TIME TO OVERCOME THIS, BUT EVEN THAT DIDN'T DO IT.

IT wAS OUR OWN‘GENERATION, WITH SACRIFICES BY MANY,
INCLUDING\DLACK CHILDREN BOMBED IN THEIR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, ..
WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF A STRONG UNITED STATES SupReME (OURT,

A STRONG AND COOPERATIVE CONGRESS, A STRONG PRESIDENT, THAT
HAS DONE MoST T0 ABOLISH BLACK CLASS CITIZENSHIP. YES, WE
HAVE COME A, LONG WAY. ON THE- ROAD 10 FULL RECOGNITION OF THE
RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP FOR. ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF DIFFERENCES
IN COLOR, SEX OR CREED, THOUGH THERE" STILL- REMAINS SERIous
SHORT-COMINGS . - | e S
I C0NCERNED, _HOWEVER, THAT NOW' IN THEIR zEAL, SOME
.;LEADERS ARE TENDING TO 'SANCTION SHORT CUTS 'ON THE ROAD -AHEAD
WHICH MAY BE SELF- SERVING IN THE SHORT RUN, BUT. SELF-DEFEATING
IN THE LONG RUN, AND-WHICH INSTEAD OF. RECOGNIZING 'THE ‘EQUALITY
OF BLACKS AS TPE MAJOR GOAL, WOULD :TRAP THEM BACK' INTO A:CLASS.
_CONCEPT, BAITED wITH SPECIAL BENEFITS ACCRUING ‘ON THE BASIS OF
| THEIR COLOR.‘ | '
' Bs I SEE IT, THIS IN UNAMERICAN AND wRoNG.

ASHORT TIME BACK I READ IN THE. NEwSPAPER THAT SOME 1
BLACK LEADERS HAD "SOUGHT AND OBTAINED AN oRDER FROM A FEDERAL..
COURT IN LeETROIT REGUIRING SCHOOL AUTHoRITIES To HAVE BLACK

E GLISH RECDGNIZED AS A SEPARATE LANGUAGE. IT WAS PoINTED )
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OUT THAT MANY BLACK CHILDREN HEAR A FORM OF ENGLISH FROM
BIRTH THAT IS NOT REcoeinED AND UNDERSTOOD IN THE SCHOOLS
WHICH THEY ATTEND, Thus THOSE STUDENTS ARE NOT UNDERSTOOD
BY TEACHERS WHO REGARD THEM AS ILLITERATE BECAUSE THEY DO
NOT UNDERSTAND AND SPEAK "“STANDARD ENGLISH". AV EXAMPLE OF A
PHRASE IN “BLACK ENGLISH"” wAs GIVEN.As: "HE DONE BEEN GONE”,
NoW THAT IS NOT “BL cK ENGLISH, IT 1s "BAD ENGLISH.”
'I'VE HEARD IT ALL OF MY LIFE FROM WHITE AND BLACK PEOPLE 5
MOST OF WHOM CAME. UP IN IMPROVERISHED GHETTO OR RURAL AREAS _\\\
WHERE THE "LEVEL OF LITERACY.IN.HOMES;ANDvSCHOQLS HAS'BEEN'l
_VVERY LOW FOR GENERATIONS. - BLACK PEOPLE You AND I SEE AND
" HEAR FROM DAY TO ‘DAY-DO NOT TALK LIKE THIS; AND' IT WOULD
BE INSULTING TO SUGGEST THAT THEY. DID.v T WOULD MAKE JUST
AS -MUCH SENSE TO CALL WHAT Is. REFERRED TO AS "BROOKLYNESE -
A LANGUAGE, OR: PERHAPS THE MIDWESTERN TWANG" OR SOUTHERN
 DRAWL". | L |
Ve SHOULD BE BUSY WITH. SPECIAL HELP TO.GET ANYBODY,
1-BLACK OR WHITE, OUT OF THIS KIND OF IDIOM, RATHER THAN.
FOSTERING ITS CONTINUANCE BY GIVING 1T A FALSE' CLASS RECOGNITION
.w,AND RESPECTIBILITY. | : | \ “ A
I HEARD, IT SAID KoT LONG AGO THAT EVER% INDIVIDUAL.TO

s

BECOME SUCCESSFUL MUST BE EDUCATED TO FILL THREE BASIC NEEDS.-
FIRST; IHE_NEED_IQ_IHLNKL To- COMPREHEND, TO UNDERSTAND;

- . o o
TO SEARCH FOR' KNOWLEDGE, TO CONCEPTUALIZE, THESE ARE BASIC
.. . - .t . . . R N «\ . B
To ALL PROGRESS. . . RN
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\ «'BUT‘THE SECOND IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT: THE NEED TO
QﬂQQ&EL IN OUR WORK, OUR LIVING, WE MUST EVALUATE AND CHOOSE
BETWEEN THE GOOD AND 'BAD, THE RIGHT AND wRONG, THE EFFECTIVE
_ AND THE INEFFECTIVE, WE BECOME LOST IF wE CANNOT ESTABLISH
WISE PRIoRITIES. | ~

IND THE THIRD s THE NEED TO ACT. WE CAN THINK ALL WE
WANT TO -- WE CAN CHQOSE SOUNDLY AND WELL -- DUT‘UNEESS WE
HAVEfGHE GUMPTION AND DRIVE TO ACT, WE WON'T GET FAR.

1 THINK THESE ARE SOUND GOALS BY WHICH OUR WHOLE PUBLIC
EDUCATION PROGRAM CAN BETTER ACTIVATE THE VIRTUES OF MORALITY,

;A IF THROUGH EDUCATION wE CAN BUILD A CITIZENSHIP THAT 1S

MORE AGGRESSIVE, MORE IDEALISTIC ‘AND LESS MATERIALISTIC,
 SURELY WE WILL COME TOGETHER, SHARE HURTS T0GETHER, DISENTHRALL
-_ijURSELVES TOGETHER (AS . LINCOLN PUT IT) R
| THERE COMES A TIME IN THE LIFE OF EVERY NATION -~ AND
"THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF EVERY STATE, EVERY COMMUNITY AND EVERY "
1, INSTITUTION -- WHEN PEQOPLE MUST FACE INTO THE -WIND, AND NOT
é _EXPECT.IT ALWAYS AT THEIR BACK, A TIME THAT BRINGS HURT AND
“ STRESS, A TIME TO' STAND ON. VALUES AND NOT EXPEDIENCY; A TIME
10 SUBoRDINATE PRIVATE GAIN TO PUBLIC Goop. I AM SURE: THAT
THIS 1S SUCH A TIME. L

AH)I AM JUST AS SURE THAT IN THIS YEAR AND EVERY YEARQV/
PUBLIC\ DUCATION MUST 'BE IN THE VANGUARD LEADING THE' wAY, "
" NOT "ONLY\ T STEM THE TIDE OF OUR LOSSES, 'BUT TO ACHIEVE/THE )
GAINS THAT WILL CARRY US INTO A BRAVE FUTURE WITH STRONGER

) CONFIDENCE '
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