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" FOREWORD

= o7 T UULIITTES
programs as they are de
discrimination in. educational programs which receive - federal fnancial
assistance. It is the third in. a'ser_ies of publications which suppért'theﬂ' 3
Board of Education's expressed goal ol eliminating and preventing discrintfina-

‘tion based on sex in edu’:atiaﬂgifams and .activities. ' .
oo o . . - ot e . a
This bogklet has been designed as a dompanion piece to A Student Guﬁé to

Title IX which was published last year. It is my hope that you will- carefully

& TGNt of Parents A5 Consumers é’féddcéﬁéﬁné’!f
scribed under Titie“IX, the law prohibiting sex

-

review this document and Initiate efforts to distribute this information to. :

parenis, Board of Education members, and interested groups in the
community, : :

-Our challenge to involve parents in an educational process which meets the

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

full potential of every student regardless of sex continues,
. : |

- : ”) Sincerely,

_ , ' Phillip E. Runkel
- ‘ s . Superintendent,
' @ of Public Instruction
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Parems are cmnsumgg;s of educqtﬁznal pragrams Eiy thatywi ‘mean that
, ‘Parents pay for “goods” or p grams which the school [ 35 to their
- EhIIdFEFL Parents pay: far these ;ngre:q with-their tax dollars, Iy ‘a‘ht of thesg g,
. difficult ecanomje t|mes parents will pr’c’it)éhlﬁv bie Lxﬁ;ked to pay more for the {
= same services which the arhaal prcwldmj for less IT!GF\E‘)’ the prawaub year.-
“Inflation- hns a SEhGDI district Just as it affects the a‘ut@rﬂawrg lndustry or the
- . retail market! But thiF'is not a booklet about the costs of education. Rather it is
+~ @ booklet which is dESIgﬁEd fo make parents aware®of their rights and the
"7 rights, Df their children as consumers of educational programs. Fipqardles:, of.
‘the cht ~of prawdlng an education to -children, parents should be '
) kngwledgéable abaut what they can gxpiﬁct frgm !he school in-terms of qu.shﬁy
‘ pragrams and services.
This booklet concentrates specifically on what parents can P:ﬂ}w’! froni :«717
school district in relation to the sthodl's legal and prolessional respo sibility
. to assure equal PduCStanEﬂ apparmnmes to girls arid boys. It outlings the law
which sﬁhfmls must folldw . so that there is no discrimination on the: basis of
sex. Just as you wauld no want to purrhafF an appliance which toasted nnly
Bavarian rye bread, so as 3 consumer you would not want {do financially
ssupport a school system which prﬂvldﬁd anlyr, some pmgram; of classes” fr:)r '
one sex, and not for the other. S 1

- : B

'WHO CARES ABOUT PARENTS AS CONSUMERS? L

Al

consumers of educatighal programs is lhe fact that many parents do not know
what rights they have as taxpayers. or what rights their thldren%a\'? as
“students. Court rulings and educational policy attempt tolinform people .of
these rights. Howaver, court decisions and administrative rules are not always

. easy to outline s&. that people (ather than lawyers) understand them.

© This handbodk, was prepared to explain student rights under Title 1X to
parents. It was develaped with the belief that 'a school system which -
successfully attempts to treat all students equitably — with no disgrimination
on the basis of sex iz t:nmuragéd by parents whg act as informed -
cons umers fDF thglr v;hlldren ‘e

One of the maj;xa}zarriars preventing parents. from. being responsible’

s

x

INFORMATHON FOR THE PARENT AS ﬁ@usumsﬁ

‘ The f|rst%;ay to become a knawh;\jgnab(lp parent/t:xjﬁsur’ner i$to understand
that your children have rights under the !aw te an educatlm\ that does not
dlSCrII‘T‘IIﬁE!tE againsttthem bécause they are 'females or males. By no means are
" such Sn.%'ent;' rights.a new issue! As far'back as the late 1800's, Qarems have
been protecting the educational rights of their children. Canc.czrned parents
"have challenged the schools formally through the courts or through a
complaint process. Other parents have.voiced their opinions more mfarmally in ¢
the school distriet to the superiritendent or the local Board of Education.

¥ These parents have had a basic understanding of what rights their children do
have and have spoken out WhF‘ﬁ thF'y fc,-lt their children's riyhts ware bemg
ShusF‘d _ o _ : "
: i ;; e -
3 U . . ‘
H »

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N . C
. The- secgnd ~way lo become an effet:tlve parem/c@nmmer of educananal
. prcgrams and services is to get more infarmation. —= in detail- — about the

‘various rights which are afforded’ 1o sludéms under federal and state laws The
DFCHEF[IDFI of your children’ s*rlghts beégins with learning as a parent what these
: rlghts are. There. are rights that deal with studant discipling, attendancn_’
-+ suspension, prégnancy, access to grades and personal mfgrmahgﬁsm f||ef .
* special education needs, and ‘other -dreas., o ’ ' f .
This booklet spells out your children’s rights to a nondiscriminatory T
education  as they are guaranfeed under Tltl’ IX Df the Edu},ﬁlﬂﬂ Arﬂpndmpmsg
t::f 1972. b c

WHAT IS TITEE IX? . ‘ .
Tnle IX is a federal law which prohibits schools from discriminating on the L
basis of sex. It was passed by CDF’IQI‘F—“;% in 1972 to-efhsure that educational
‘programs and activities would be open to-all students. Title 1X outlines so
rights Wthh students have .in public schoal systems which operata l;mgv
federal mtzmés Title IX is divided into several-sections, Each soction deals with

a. specific- school policy. school operation, or a school procedurssin this
booklet Title IX is broken down into four major sections. : .

Title IX was passed through the effofts of educatars, legislators, parents and
community representatives who wanted to make certain that all aspegts of *
_ public schoo!l programs allowed 'the full participation- of young men and
women. Until Title IX was passed.” there was' no legal protection which

respected the ngh: of each yc: g ‘petson -— mafe or femaleé — to.an equal

educgation.” . '

¥ - ’ . ) . =

THE g’quoL CLIMATE . B i o -

TFitle IK{EC]UW 5 that iﬁ?ﬁﬂl be receptive to any concerns or camplat?‘ng a ) )
student may have regarding His or her right notito be discriminated ag;l?nst on L
the basis ef sex. In 3 sense the law encolyrages-a climate in the schodl whigh
protects this basic right. Title IX requires that the fallfjwmg are-a part of thes 7

—-schgcflayftemh*—ffﬁ*f:;* S T S -

{ « Jitle IX Coordinator ‘ ‘M -
This is a person, named to this pasm@n by the’ ;ﬁ:hDDI distrit ,:§QG is o
‘rE?ﬂgﬁ,uble for. seeing Title IX rules are followed. )

1

& B
7 . . =

1 = e Grievance Procedure .
This is & method or way of bringing -a car‘nplamt about Title IX m sahool,
otficials. The grievance procedure must be written Jout cleagly and every
student ;hauld be aw;;re Df hgw thg qrmvance pr@ﬁedure Wworks,

All schoaols which get federal monigs are required, under Title IX to let .. |
students, parents and Eamrﬂumty people know about their suppart of this ~

© law. %rhm:zlﬂ must mcludp a Title IX staterfent in student handbaoks or
g(;hcml communications sent out to the public.

s . N E ol ]
.o . e : N %

. i _,‘ S ‘4 .i: o \“' ., &

« Notification of Pallcy ' ' . ' [
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e Staten}ent of Assbrance - ‘ o N
- When a schoaol applles for feaeral ﬁ‘leES it must indicate’ on a form to the
e federal gc’vernment that the school is follgwing <the Title 1X r@:gr_nal’u*:grﬂe

" The’ fGFFﬁ is-called a Sralemem Gf Assurance + o
‘e Self Evaluation - T
' Under Title IX-all :,;hauffr were ID nav looked. at their pdst policies,
. practices ®nd school eperations to see if thete was Jny'icpwdenc; E:f .
, treéating girls and ,boys diffatently because of théir sex. A report should™ - L
, T -have beeh made to SEﬁDDI officials and keptson file in the $chool system c

i
Under T|l|e IX & 5§hﬂmls musk have lhe:;.é fivetitens aperghng ,;Dmehr:w.’ in
the dlh[FlLt "These five. reguirements are b:{:m and establish>a= climate for
C’ilrylﬂg out otheg Title X regulauan_. whlc‘:h dgal in more 'bpecnhg areas of

school programs and serviges. - it .
-Qutlined below are the other major provisions c:\f the Iaw that yc.!u shguld be »
- dwara af as 4 consumer of sr:ht:\c,;l seryu:eg in your community. ) ) .-
. ’ L ' Coe
A STUDENT'S F‘!GI)T TO TAKE ANY :LA%S, v

TI{ML IX protects your c;hllds,ngm to take any L|355 aﬁergd in the schaol (da
tlcmg i your child kas met any prefequisite requirements, of course)- Whén
nu hqlp your daughtg ar son with selecling classes each terms 4l of the
r 1 to all students, Nowhere - on a cou rse schedule 5?1
nptum of classe S_shguld the -course be desunbed for example, as “boys

. rmywcal ?dugallDﬂ and “girls physical education.” The-school can es tablhh
any ﬁrernqmsﬂe" it feels necessary to elect courses but the preraduisites must -

g

apply equallys to the entiresstudent bddy. All courses should be described in
* _such 3 \say@that 1tf15 clear m;y are for Lmt(j girls and boys.

S : ‘ ’ -

. . PR L .i' .
- _K STUDENT‘S RIGHT TO BE TREATED EQUALLY IN C LASS ;
' - - " S . ' -

* \thF‘ﬂ your child is tak;#g a class, it is against the law to tréat boys and girls
- editturently in the glassréam because of their sex. Fgr example, there carmot be

HE Q itferent grdﬂlng scales — one for girls and one for boys. pr there cannot
l bu two different homeweork assignments here the boys are ramuired to do all
Ty the odd rurnbered quastions and the glrl; are assigned all the even nurﬁbergd
] Questions. -
To some pargntg these rules appear m be almost nansons n‘al and much too
T detailed! However, the Title IX requtations were intentionally specific because
[the rationale for assigning nomework on the basis of sex iz the .;ar‘ne kind of
thinkeng that might, 46r e;amplu allow pnly gms to ,join a fter school
3 smiming class at a nemhy school pool, or olily DDij to join the S/,;:Ety FPatrol
- The rlght lo be treated equally in class is tundamental to the protection of
—~ yuur c hildren's rights as studemt i a\ﬁumlc school 5ystem Yet Titie 1X also

. H

' . ) . } . [
E 2 y ' - ) 5 \ . - V\ii\
. . - . : 7 ) o .

’u
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re agmzes that .as econsumers, -many parents feel there are 1rrstam:E-5 where

boys and. ‘girls can be separated. Title IX allows a school sy%‘tem 1o 5 ate

students in classes in five situations. Girls and pgys may be sep ted (1) in

. - parts Gi;a class dealing. with human sexuahty‘ (2) by vgcal raﬁge in music

" . classes; (3) in gym class when there are bodyscontact acnvlugs (4) in gym

- Glass when stbaems are grouped by abillty using an objective standard, and
. (5) m athlehcc programs under certain. conditions. '

A smas,n;rﬁ RIGHT YO BE TREATED: EQOALLY OUTSIDE OF CLASS

Title IX clearly uphc:ldg your children’ 5 rlghts to.an equal edm:.muﬁ in areas
‘other than classroom Iearnmg Schoals provide -a vdriely of'services, referrals *
and information to students. Schools also establish rules which gcjw?rﬂ tha
conduct. of students GLHSIdE classruarﬂs For this- Teason there are T le IX'
g v_'}egulatlaﬁs that extend dutside the cla;srogrn, : .
A child’s right to rat:ewe advice, cauﬂselmg servme-s and lﬁfﬁfﬁhltlnr’r that .
‘does not reflect dlffergﬁt treatment ar?pn?h;!rence on the" bgan ef sex is
protected by Title IX. Rules far discipline, codes of contuct and dress, testing,
: and appraisal- tdols used 10 ‘counsel ygungsters ghalar;hujs assistance,
sepfices for pregng\ht or . married students, use of 3§hﬁ)@| facnlmes and
DDrtunltlé"S to participate in alter school. pr tjt)r;ﬁ“n;. (pg chibs, athlatm
teams, field trips) must not treat.students dlff{‘rﬂr‘ltly on the basis of their sex.
For example, it would be against the law if the schcu;:l suspended a boy who
was caught Sﬂ“ﬁ:}klﬁg and merely called theiibarem or guardlan of a glrl whD
¢ - was smoking on schoo} property. .

. Whatever services the school provides «~— whatéver pragram it offers —

whatever rules the school ES!EbII"hES -— all of them must be applwd fairly and ~
" equitably to all studems Tnlg IX does 'r’ui t force.a school system to mm_ate

certain codes - of conduct -or to make specific rules. These choices are
decisions made by SEhDDI officials at the local level. Title IX “does ot
determine the quality of the services offered to students. thmtg under Tifle,IX
requires, for exarple, that vgcatngn@ programs offered in a arby school
‘district must also be offered _in_your school system. Ra her Title IX. provides
that Q%@P; is a part of the school program is open W all students.

In the role of consumer, parents shauid expect the Echool program to
encourage the development of their childrer through-unrestricted choices of
EDIJI'EE:S pragrarﬁs and artwmeq Jpanﬁe and outside the clas srm,:!m Fitles I1X-
spells out th¥se expectations as a federal law which guarantees that there is no
drscnmmarlan against cnhpr rnalr: ar female students. - :

'i_' .

S & .

A STUDENT'S RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE m_A'THLEirlcs v

One of the cnare Eaﬂfusmg parts nf the Title IX reqgulations is the ,m:tn:m on

arﬁletn:s u:lut;) ang\lmrarnural ﬁ:r(;!qrél’ﬁ': It iz often caﬁfuvmg because in this
) J
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.and girls can try gut for'any team. Title IX does not automatically require

. _ S . e Lo ' o
area, thelocal school district has. several choices it can make in offerings .
athletics 1o students. Title IX does not aufomatically guarantee.thal both !jc»y-?

school districts ta_prqvide exagt.' identical-programs for females’ and males”

=f* 7

Urider Title 1X a school district isvngt required to duplicate for girls sports vehat .

it hag for boys sports and vice versa, _ -
Whi;ev’er decisions a dchool faces in developing its athletics program, Title

S1X outlines one rule which must underlie This Eetisignemakin'g pwcess. That

Tules states that the interests and abilities of ail students must be taken ‘into .
consideration in deleloping and Opeealing the. athletics program. - 7
Mast schools have cosen to offer some separale teams for femalés and

males, and some co-ed teamss These and gther ﬁr\f!%*ﬁisﬁé%ﬁ:.;.;;;a;;; T

Tile 1X=as long as the ov
| abilities of bdys and girls. If ¥ v
* howaever, be comparable for girls and boys. " . :

“section of .the law,
e

T =

I -athletics program. serves” the interests and.

thleties programs are separate, they must,

The rights of girls to try out for boys teams, or the rig’htszgj boys to try. out for
girls teams are decisions made By locat sﬁ@@l officials,-Titke IX requires Iocal

" officrals to answer two questions before making Ihisparticuiar.dec-ismn;

Q. Have the athletics opportinities for that"sex been fimited in the past?
- 2 - - » H . R

Q. Is the sport involved a noncontact sport? . I

It school officigls arswer “yes" 1o both of these questions, then the schoal
district must allow a member of that sex to try out for the Dpp@s‘d 50 X

Qther details ‘in the Title IX regulations identify aredy/ \ st be
comparable for separate male and female athletic teams, Comparable areas
include numBer of sports, number of teamss awards. supplies, uniforms, use &f ' _
facilitiel, locker room-provisions, support servicesand othet athletics-related
services.,, . el e o
. -If you have any further questions-about the athletics section of Title 1X; you,
should contact the Title IX. Coordinator in your school district. The Title 1X
Coordinator can explain more of the details of students’ rights under “this

g . . . 1
. : .
[ . - .

ARE YOU AN INFORMED PARENT? = = -

_The protection of your children's rigﬁts'té a ﬁéﬁdiécriminatcry education’

~ begins’ with learning as’ a parent what“these rights are urider Title 1X_ The

foliowing four exapiples are designed to test ycp_r‘kﬁéwledge' of' the. basic
provisions of Title X, : ’ B L :
3

¥ . B
& Lo E ] : . Lo *
Sitdation A: Sdppose your son %aw an aﬁn@uh‘:am}n on thet counselor's -

g ) : bulletin ‘board that the owngr of a local donut shdp wanted tg

o
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AR apply and the owner toid him, “Sorry.

Rire extra counter help for the summer. Your son went down tg - -

I'm only hiring girls, to

work this summer,” . T

-Q. Is the schopl' violating yoir son's rights in this case?

A, .Yes. Under Title IX the school cannot lend, “significant assistance” to an

~
-~

Bl

A

/



‘Sg'ém:y group. or Erﬁplgyer WhD dISEFImIQEﬂES aqamst rts Smdﬁnts By

pastmg this notice, the school is "encouraging tha -employer to hiré

dlstrnmmatarlly from its student body..Thus the school is notl protecting

your san’'s rights under a service it provides of listing summer jobs for
students. .- o S N - )

. Situation B: Suppcse your daughtér hgard on the PA system “aboul an after-

LT __-‘ C school swimming pragram fér fourth graders at the h|gh school

pool down. the block.. .When she wentlo sign upthe prmc:lpal

- encaurag’éd her to swim instead at thé XWCA, where they have

" after school swim: prggnms for- giris of all ages. The principal

©2.t _  said that it she warnted.to sigh up, she coutd, but. the prlnmpqlv!'gs'
) ’ ' doubted there would Be any girl$ because the after school swim
/ . { _ program was mostly for. boys who'didn't ha\m a YMCA where :
L théy.gauld swm . )
. Q. is the {c:hm:l ficlating- yaur daughter's rught ugdw Titlg-1%X7? ' i T .
‘ A. Yes. Titfe I1X requires that the advice gnc caunsellng given to all students

not reflect different treatment g a prEfPrEF‘IEE for one sex or the @thvr In:
this case the principal is giving advu:e thatis Iessfavarable to the girls than )
yto the baya In, effect the principal is adwsmg that she would be making a
pogr choice if she decided to sign up because she might be the “only” girl
partlclpatmg In addltn:m the school's swimming program appears to be

“mostly for boys.” which is illegal under Title IX. e .

¢ - e Y

- L i © i .

,Situation €: Suppose the'male varsity ba3xgtbali players have chosen a gold
medal as the token of membership on the team, whichthe ceach’
AT il give to, each ‘player at'the end of the season: The female
. varalty ba;keiball players have chaosen to have a framed award as

4 "4 token of team membership which thginr caach wm ‘give to each
. -~ " player at the end of the season# . L Lo
Q. Is thg Sehm;%\fﬂ'ﬁalamjn of Title 1X7? ) ’ T ‘
A. N6, The provisions of Title IX require comparable awards for dthlmpsx’ﬁhe )
[ZH'E!VISIDH of an award was made-for each tearm member by the school. The
team players simply elecigd to receive differgnt but cormiparatla awaris v
which were presented iri-the same manner by their €oaches. '

Situation D: Suppose a representative from a local apprentice training
) . program visited the school to talk to students about entering-
apprenticeship programs {following their graduatmﬁ from ,high

‘) school. The representative visited the vacangﬁal clasaes where
there were only bays in- the EIE sse '

H

P

Q. 'Is there a violation- of Title 1X in this rasef’ ’
A. Yes. By allawmg the rEDﬂaéntahvE to talk only to the va\:ahan:;l clas 5@5

.with all boys, .the school was encoéuraging a discriminatory practice of
"« ‘giving-ipformation and providing referencés te just one sex. ‘Under Title-IX,

ooall clésées must bé open to all #tudents. Evm thaugh tharo were no girls
R . e
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. ) 4 & :
- !\. - ) ) ’ !7 ) -
e “who elected to take the vdcatigﬁal r;hssés in question;'the information on !
apprenticeship teaining. must be given to bmh girls and bgys in thL’.
R . vaegnmﬁal pmgrarﬁ m:t ]ust to sglected VD{:atlﬁﬂal c‘,Ta;ses . *
: . ] 1] N { - A : V .
WHC! PHDTEETS THE GDNSUMEH HIGHTS DF' PAEENTS? - B P
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If you would like mere information ébqut Title X, feel free to contact:
Michigan Department of Edutation’
Office for Sex Equity in Education
. ' P.O. Box 30008 - -
. .. Lansing, Michigan 48909
- ‘ (517) 373-3497"
. _sf; .
The name of the Title IX Coordinatéris . . .. .. __
- The telephorie number of the Title IX Coordinator is —
-
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! MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

’r STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW
|

|

! The Muchigan State Board of Edusation comphies with all Federal laws

aid e julateons profiting discanination and with all recinramants and

o ! csaf hie U SoDepartment of Education. It is-the policy of the
S “tte Board of Education that no person on the basis of race,
swlar. religion, national origin or ancastry, age, sex, marital status or
nandicap shatl be diseniminated agammst, exeludad fram participatian n,

' denied the nonefits of or otherwize be subjected to discriminatian in any

i = progrove or activity for whigh it is r ie or for which it receives

} s finanmial assistance frem the U.S. Department of Education
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