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g , / A gase study of events iﬁyalving the Eeve:ly High
Sﬁhaal (Eeverly. ‘Massachusetts) circa 186? exenplifies: educational-
trends in mid-19th century Massachusetts. \The hypathe=1s is. that the
pelitical” situdtion in mid-19th century Massachusetts was. much more
.complex than bas been suggested by radical revigionsts: Hha tend - to
interpret educational and social. develaanﬁRE in terms 'of 'sécial Lo

'AEéEBLETY: .

class.conflict. The Beverly High School (which' was abalished by

“popular vote in 1860 after two years of existence) was selected for
study because it represents a me3ns of investigating whether ‘mid-19th
century school reforus were the oduct of working- class ,ffqgts to
educate their children (the traditional view) or were impgsed on the
.working-class by upper-class leaders who wanted to instill their own _—
morality and values on others (the revisionist: v;eu). .Analysis of the
debate over closing the Beverly High School and the. ensul’gvvate to
clase it indicate that nany fgcters. in additién ta social ‘class

_aassachusetts dufing the periaﬂ under EtuﬂY.AHDSt 1mparta t among
.these factors were party palit;cs. réligiaﬁ, occupation, alt
toward $tate law (which, in the case of Beverly High Schoo|
inggrtant because the law required a public high-school. fo
'sizé of Beverly), and the age'of the voters (gaunger voters.
'likely tg suppart public schaaling than vere Qlde: vat;rsp

vas ;
towns the:. -
were more
The,

'cammunity stud;es in'ufban educat;anal hlstafy. (DB:
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'l'his 15 Ehe finai repa'zt for. NIE Grant G?Hl@? on ’C"I‘hé Folities cf

Eduzatiﬁﬁal Refafm;in Nineteeath—ﬂentufylHassadhusetts- Tﬁe antraversy s

_1 Over the aeyerly Eigh Schanl in 1360:“ Gfiginally, thé p:ajez; was envisianed R

hé vnte t

abalish the BeveflyJEigh Schacl

TR C ‘ ‘see wi 2 ,,Aff,;erﬁrefstiaﬂs of Mi;hael Katz ot this,
o Q-i’\igsue were ;cﬁfifmed ﬂr den ed by ﬂare rigcraus statistléal test af the data.
1 5 rae

I; soon. hecame apparan:, howe vef, Ehatsﬁhe issue Qf Ehe creatlcn and abalitian

af the Eaﬁefiy Eigh §§haa; was.muchfmbre camplicatad than indicated by the

vﬁtg an~Harch 14 lSSQ' As ai:esult, eensfde:abie effart-§%€ beén mada tal .
L

1 1yse.édu;atianal develﬁpmen s id Beverly fram ‘1840 to

_m o

and has _Proven ;

j}fl Y ‘be extremely useful sin;e tﬁf
0

issue af Ehe Bevefly Eigh Sﬂheal from Ehis
. ;;”i,oﬁaader perspectivé is quita d

ferent ﬁhan suggeste& in Ehé earlief 1iterature._

e pféblem, hawever, is Ryat Eﬂe scaﬁe af :his praject expanded. Ihetefare,

h Ehis ig Eha fiﬂal repart\fcr thé NIE grant, I plaﬁ to continue to explare

arger issues af‘educa;ianai dévelapments in Eeverly Ain the fu:u:e.' Réaders

L w a are iﬁterestgﬁ in ‘this as aﬂ atea Df fESEEfﬂh shauld gansult me, 1if péssible, Ve
. : e bgfare,they cite the fiﬂdings in this fepeft since Ey the Eime they réa& At

it is likely Ehat there may'be game madifications or updates An the. interpreta!
: _ %
- t aﬂs afferédlin this’ fepert. v _‘ L T ,

g

=
v

Portians of this rgseargh havé béEﬂ givén at the\Ezaﬁcmlc Hlstory Warkshap !
at the Univarsity of Hichigan in March 1980 and at & seminar on recent trends

Ameriaan Saci&l ﬁista:y at the Uﬂiversity af Utah in August 1980. In additian

S .
Coege

L

: dalivgzed at thé "Cﬁnférence
I

a Téaﬂhefs Cnllége/Calumbia

R :hese observatians are being.

on Cammunity Studiés ‘in Urban Educatianal Histary"
University in Néﬁ Ya:k City in Daﬁembaf 1979.; Sin

published in a. fcrthcaming valume of that Qpnfarence,'
- I ave 1n21udad ‘them as part of the - Einal rgpart. .
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T ﬂuring the pasti:en years ;here has bEEﬂ a msjar chaﬂge iﬁ Ehe way - ) _
‘educatianal histafy has been studied and taught. Radical critics of Amerigan :Q;V
A ied':gtiun such as Miehaél Eaf;. Colin Greer, Clareg;e Karier, Jcei Spriﬁg, : ,'A}'_
A Samnei chles, and Eezbert Ginitis have argued that schanls are nppfessive .
'institutigns_whith regimgng, indac;zinate, and’ sgtt'agt!ahild:en in order .

, w;,_
Hassachuge:ts whi:h appeared in 1968.%7 The bagk had a ma;ar impacﬁ néxﬁhe :

sfudy of educaﬁianal histary Because of its particular perspective and its : ai,

B - atpempt.to usé saphistieated sucial science techniques to investigate . Ak_
' :Amerigan aducatinual dévelapmant. Even - taday’it is étill one af EhE mast : lL'!
'gimpaftagt fevisiaﬁist studies available and its findings havé become the - ‘_'g
:afnerstane of most subsaquen; radical- feiﬂﬁerpretatigns of our past.” Ly :
-*;.Michael Katz argued that mid—nineteenthﬁcenﬁufy school rafarms were’not
‘the praduct af werkingaqlass éffa:ts to educate ;heir children. Rather,
jedueatianal reforésdqere impﬂsed ‘on Ehé warkiﬁgaclass by g!pper—zlass 1&3&3?5
who wanted to instiil Eheir own marality and valuas on others. 7?ubli§*s;pé9ls )
were seen by the Elité 4s  a means ;fvpradu:ing docile and obedient workers for
the emerging industrial society. R ’ - '
o It is diffieult to dacumént Ehe intentinns of tha schagl réfnrmers or
f/~ " the rgac;isns‘gf the wa:kingaglass ta the educagiqnal fafarms of the nine-
téeﬂthzcegtgr&—gespeeiéily since the évéfagé worker rarely iammen;éd=in writing
~on the social events af’that‘days Katz attempted Eavsélve this dilemma by ;
analy;ing the pattern of local veting behaviar in Beverly, Massachusetts in -

A
/1860 when ' the tawﬂ abalishad its Ewﬂ—year-ald high schaal.. Using voter lists u.
- and tax lists as his data base, Katz concluded that the weal;hy and middle :
r E ;lasses_suppﬂfted the high school while the warke&s vatéd gainst it. As Katz
- put 1it: . . .- . ) - L T
Contrary to the myth that views public-secondary Edu%ﬁtipﬁ!' ' v
Lt © . as the fulfillment of working-class aspirations, the - v )
VE' ‘. .- g | : ) i
\ B E&_;i?‘“* . F 4
E B ,




. -

?ial 1agders af
ow i;nﬁt ;he 1east affluent gitizens, as :he firmest
‘>i af the high schgnl.géw_

agh W few scho 1_:5, sueh as Carl Eaestlé ‘and” Diane Ravitch, have now -
o q_i;est{i?;:t;‘tlie a,lidit-y af Katz 8 analysis qf the Beverly Eigh SEhGQl

f ¢ ,,retaficm has beeu a;cepted hy mnsf; educatiapa; histarians.%vg_ i’n‘ I

5

ITE—G-DDEB—GDES) We e::am;ned Educ&icnal davelapments in tha; sta.ﬁe fraﬁ a

variety af differant persge;tives using sccial szience :eahniques of analysis,-

Sa:isl Chaﬁ'erin Nineteenth—ﬂen ul

lflbeen published in a bnak, Eduzatian and
Mgséachusetts, whiﬂh challéﬂge ‘some -of the

existing interpretatians of the evel'pﬁent ‘and. role of schnals in Ehe past.
Iﬂ our analysis we examiﬁékitha olitics of educational fefarm in Mass-
aﬁhusetts by studying fhé attempt te abolish the SEate Board af Eduaatian in ﬁhe
: Hassachuse;ts Eﬁuse Qf Repfésentatiﬁes in 1849.6 The. SEaté Board of Edutatian v
uﬂd&f Ehe leadership af Harage Hanﬂ was ‘the magnf zatalyst of educatianal
' refofm in the Cammaﬁwéﬁiﬁh i%gzﬁ; 18395 and 1840s. Whereas miost other histcrians

have tried to analyze the suppbrt or opposition 9 common school reform

A

using such indireE% measufas assthe 1Ength of thé pubi&c schacl yéar in the

=

Yarigus‘;ammunitieszjg; were able to analyze this issue ‘more directly by studying
7 Eﬁe pattefﬁ of #otiﬁgébf“:he ré;reséntatives on the ;antinuatian af the Masgsg-
V's- achusetts Bgafd of Educgiian.7 j'%. - o '
| Usiﬂg information on Ehé persanél characteristias of the legislators
(e.g. their o:gupatian, age, numbe: of years in the legislature, and party
affiliati@n) as well as on ﬁheir gnﬂSEituants (e.g. the extant of commercial
and manufacturing a:tivity within the district, the eg:éé of urbanizaticn,-
the per capita wealth of thé area, its location’ witﬁin the stata, and the religioug
dfiéﬁtaticn of tha ﬁgmmuﬁi;y), we tried to ascertain the relative’ impoftaﬂga af




¥

\k

- eaeh of these factars in ageauntingpfar the vate af the members on Ehe birl -

to abnlish ‘the Baard of Edu:atiun. Rather than simply crOESﬁtabulating Ehe '
sdata (whi:h does’ not pa:mit gné to look simulzaneausly at a large number Ef,y'
iiﬂdepeﬁd;ﬁt variahies), we. used multiple classificaeinn analysis,.; .
S _Our study. ‘revealed ‘a much mﬂre camplex palitical situatian w1th regard :
to educatignal refarma ‘than has been - suggested by the radical revisianiszs.

PartY palitics and Ealigian, far example,aplayed a larger rale iﬁ these dabaﬁes
__aﬁd vatiﬁg than a;knnwledged by Fat: and. aﬁher radi:al hiszétiags. Thaugh
-msnufae;uging interesﬁs did play a role in da;ermining the vnting behavier

of same rapresentatives, EhEY!EEFE by no means af pafamaunt impértance._ As -K'

3
- we put it: )

3 ’ . o= . . )
. - '
. N = . : i . .
: L F P

Dther histnrians ‘have emphasi;ed ‘the fcle of maﬁufacturers
and other tapitaliSEs in’ creating and maintaining the board _
of education. Our analysis certainly confifms that representa~ -
tives who were manufacturers were more likely to support the: '

. board than were some other groups. . But it is also important

o to remember that nearly, half of the Democratic manufacturers

* " - gtill opposed the bgard. Also, rather than finding that areas.

' with a high degree of manufacturing were distinctly supportive
~of the board, we discovered’ support for it from all ‘economically
"developed towns in the state-—-those with a- ‘high degrae of either

cammercial or msnufalruriﬁg deyelcpment, or both.8 oy

-Gur analysis cf the suppcfters -and opponents of :he Board of. Educ cation
in the Massaﬂhusetts House of Raprésentatives certainly challenges the radical
interpfégazian of Ehe palitics of niﬁeteenth—gentury édu:atianal refarm
But. the debate on the nature af ﬂineteenth-ﬂéntuf?feduaatianal réfafﬁs,
hawever, cantinués unabated. The radical histariaﬂs cﬂntend that though
the influence of manufacturers -and ather capitalists may not “have damiﬁatéd
the struggle in the Massachusetts Eausa of Repreaentatives in 1840 it was.
certainly evid ent at the local level. " The ease ‘of the Beverly High 3chool
is inevitably cited as conclusive empir cal verifi:atian of ‘the radical intera
pretation of ninetéenshigentufyiédueatianal fefafms g j ;
Rather than speaking past each athef in these debates by drawiﬁg upcn'
-diff rent bodies of évidén:e, I propose- tg EE*Examine in this study the "refarm
_b pasitian hypathesis byége=analyzing the paﬂtegp of vating on the deaisiou

Tremes . T

g -

e



r'f{ -; of . the town. mee:ing to abalish the Beverly High Sthaﬂl in 1360. The - : !F 'j: A
o analysis by Eat: was an imﬁprtant piuneering effart to bring new sucial . A
s:ience teghniques iﬂtﬂ the analysis of . edupatianal histﬁfy, but fram .our,- BEISPEEtivET
"Eﬂday it is simply too crude’ statiatieally to makexadequate inferea:gs about
:the felative impa:tan:e af varinus fagtnrs in. determining aue's vote on’ ,this
;vissue.1 By only :fassztabulating his data, Fatz wss unable to discuver the
felatiﬁe impartsnza of each of Ehe persanal charagteristigs af ‘the voter o , R
o in. detafminiﬁg his pesi:ieﬂ on this. Eantrnve:aigl issue. Whe; f,a:éupgtiagali .
Vé'class or the wealth of" the individual were really bet;ef A*,,,cturs of . vating .
behaviaf than iﬂ ﬁhat section e!‘EﬁEﬁiawn Ehe persnn residgd is not at all
clear in- Katz s ana 5iéf- In. additian, Eatz did nct pla:a-the entire eantrgs

. versy' within Beverly withiﬁ ‘the braaﬂer PESSPEEtiVE af aducStianal develnp!
‘ments in that aaﬁmunity. As a resulﬁ, we do nﬂt get the proper sanse of ‘the.
alzernatives fazing that commnity as it tried to deal with izs educatienal

system during the aﬂte—bellum periad.

)

L]
i ¥

| I. Educational Deveélopments in Ante-Bellum Beverly

One pf zhe major prableﬂs in understanding the natufe af -educ igﬁal -
developuient "in the past :Ls tha!: scholars have not spe:ified exactl}f what L‘hey
. mean by each of those terms. then the devélﬂpmenz of common, schacls is
ﬁﬂnfused with ather educatinnal :efarms or. iﬂapprapfiaté linked to some
" individual educational reformer. A common practice is to ‘link educatiomal _
dEVElameHE and fefarms in MESEaEhQSEtES with Harace Mann beconiing the first
Secretary of. the ﬂassa;hpsetts Bgard ‘of Edg;atign in 1837. -Thus, Bowles
. and Gintis assert: = t “g_‘ o S
¥ ‘ '

' Rapid growth in attendance pafaliéléd these dramatic changes ' .
in the legal, financial and social ‘structure of U.S. education. - K
: .- Twenty years before the Civil War, just under 38 percent of .
1.!7 7 .~ white children aged five-nineteen were attending schools, ‘By .
o 1860, the figure had risen to 59 percent. Thus the few. decades
of educational change, which may be dated from Horace Mann's
as:andanzy to the néﬁly created Massaghusétts State Board of




R . : = s
. L = T

-Education in- 1837, ma:ked a majar ;urning paint in u.s. T
* . soeial history.: o ¥ -

, ?'= ;;:\brablem with this analysis, as with many athers, is Ehat is ;anfuses
saversl differenf issues. Edugatiau did fise between 1840 and 1860 in terms
-, of s:haal enrnllmen: bit most af that increase was in the ather parts af ;he
' country and not New England. ‘In. Massachusetts, for example, the pefcentage '
_ﬂf ghild;en ages 0=19 -enrolled in all ‘schools actually decined fram 67.4.
’_pereent in 1839—40 to 56. 8 percEﬂt in 1859—50i’0 Furthermore, Hafaze
Mann's réfafms in the<periad of the late 1830s and 18405 did nat zéally

inerease common schaal eﬁfollments——they had ‘already beeu quite high bEfOfé ¥
he assumed gffice. Thuaﬂ if ome is concerned about the arigins of mass

f education in Hﬂﬁiﬁh‘EEEtS: one nee/ds to look well before 1800 to find it 4n/ 7

terms of schaal Eﬁrellment.ll Therefara, any- simplisffa attémpts to liﬂk
the crigins af schaaling in Hassachusetts wich the rise. of iﬂdustrial
capitalism musg resalve the prablém that they do- nat appear to have even

caincided in terms of timing..

' Similarly, Alexander Fielé in a recent artiale ‘has tried to link  the
length cf the public schopl year with ' the support of Harace Mann's educational
rafgrms. Ihaugh this is an iﬂ;efesting effart, it never establishes

either suppart or oppasitiaﬂ:ta HQEaEE Mann's reform efforts.  In facet, Kaestle’
and I found in our analysis of the Massazhusetts ngislature in 1840, that,
there waa ba:ely any ralatiaﬂship whaﬁ—sc—evar between the- length of the publi:
schaal yéar in a aammuﬂigy and ﬁhe likélihacd of that rePfesentative to suppnrt
the Segretary of the Massachusetts Board nf Educaticn.lz Thus while it is '
aertsinly desirable and important to study the variati;;s in the 1ength of the
public school year, it does not ne:essarily pfavide us .with muah insight into
the dynamic af educatiana ﬁefarm in Massa;husetts as definéd by Horace Mann s .
activities. . ' '

» Perhaps part of Ehe confusion that stems from Eatz s .Irony of Earl Schonl

Refarm is that he often Equates popular education with the fise of the high schaal._
In trying to demﬂnscrate Ehaﬁ wgrkérs did not initiaté or support papular education 3

A



;in midanineteenth—century Hassachugetts, he facuses his attentian ta the effazts
‘tq create andqphen abalish - thie Eigh Sehgal in Beverly, Hassachusetts in the _
: late 18565.! Yet he 5h9uld have addressed Ehe questian cf whether the greaticn ;9 ;
of the. high schnnl in aﬂte—bellgm Hassaghusetts is feally what mcst peaple :
'_meant when :hey spuke of . educatinnsl develapments and tefa:ms Certainly

ﬁvsame nf them addresaed th;s issue; but most .of the public caﬂcern abuu:
educatinn as well as that of educatianal refarmers was nat :Dnaentfated on
che high s:hanls ‘but- on the :amman schaals. Therefaré, -even if thﬂgﬁérkars :
' 1n,Egver1y,unanigags;ygqpp sed the ereatiaﬁ of a high schaal iE ‘would pﬁt R
} . necéésafiiy:telifas an§thi>ghabéu: Eheir attituﬁée and behaviur ;nﬁsrd papulaf'j  
(%~ ;_educstian in the farm of msﬂy peaple u-‘

favared :he expansianvgf.

dogmon schqnls., In fact, it might be tha

ublic education_ at. the common school level, but e Lo

'apppsed the high cast éfgfjintainiﬁg high s;haals fcf a few indfﬁiduals.k ina“§ i

Ehis si?ua iﬂﬂ, wnuld 1; be cortect to say Ehat Ehe pegple appased pgpulaf Lo
t p Ehey appcsed Ehe high Sﬂhﬂgl}sgﬁx R 55_- N >~";§ 
‘a braa&ér and a more bala ted’ picture of Eh ;fEacELEns

“of Beverly:e i:ens-:a eduaaﬁigp?in the' two degades befare the Givil War,»; -
ot ::same af ‘the broader ;:ends in educatianal develgpmeﬂtss

in Ehat cnmmuﬂity befare dealing with the issue gf the high aahacl Iﬂ\ﬂrdéf . t{;
to make this work mora cnmﬁarative, I will compare | and cantras: educatianal o “:f
&;rends iﬁ BEverly with :hage iﬁ Hassaéhusettsg Essex Gaunty, and Salém vIn ; L5
‘1 ?f' : this way ve will have a bettar idea of the relative trend in. %ducatianal E s

: f.develapments in Beverly and- see exactly pﬂw tha citizens df that communit,

 dealt-with ;his impartanc aspect. af their. town. i-* “.’ T 7 5' " ¢
.., Most historidns have simply assuméd that Ehg parcant g of persons ages ‘
Qilg enralled in public and priyate- szhaalg 1n Massachusat o] EBSE d:amatically .
- ffam 1840 to 1860 as the result . K24 Eofase Mann' s éffofﬁs. Ihg aatual trends,

és first painted out by Albert Fishlaw, are: quiﬁé différeﬁt.1? The percentage:
__vaﬁhildfaﬂ ages .0~19 declined from 63¢7 percent in 1839—46 to 56. S percent 2
;; iﬁ:lSSQ—EQ—-an cverall da:liﬂe -of 10.8 PefEEﬂt (sgg figure 1) 'L‘ !
Iﬁs‘ert.ﬁgﬁré 1 S R

. . : C s T
B iy M
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'.':;J--Pgréeﬁtggé‘éf“Eétaéaﬁé Under 20 Years of Age . - . .
- Enrolled in Schools, 1840-1860 T . /) R

» Massachusetts
! vemememesa Eggex County
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!'.:'fs:haals gradually rase ffam 55, 0 percent 1n lBSQﬁAD Eg 60,2 pé::ent ‘
?*and Ehen deelisgd ta 56. E pgréen:;in 1859-50 Dverall whilg thé perc nta

-,>~enra11ﬁgnt in Hassachusettg deglineﬂ and thase in'Essex Eaf

‘¥: cammuﬂities- ©o ﬂ; P Bt éf?f - T e ‘ii”*

In Essex*ﬂaunty, the pe:eentage af persans ages Q—l? enralied i

of ehildf$n uﬂder;tﬁénty Eﬁﬁﬂllédjin 5:haals declined in Massaehusegts, itl

L v

'i-femained relat;velj~a;able iﬂ Essex Cnunty‘. L !a=_§ S L

In bath Beverly and Salemk ﬁﬁe perﬁenﬁage of childrea ggeg’ D=19 entalled
sed . t'ntage incfeased frgm 45 6 percen; inAlsif

se af 18 9 pe::en;. In Ehe 1E§§EI seapbrt

Jn

iigwéﬂﬂmuﬂity Df Salem Eﬂfﬂss the ba?: fhs Pércentége of. sefgans agas 0-19- enralled
f% in all sghagis :ase’fraﬁ 47. 0" pef:ent in 1839-40 ta 54 4 perc%nt in 1859?60

—iaﬂ almﬂst iEEﬂtiaal ‘rise to’ that in Beverly. Thus, while Ehe ratés of schaol
7

rema%ped
' steady, bath Beveriy and Salem experieneedasiZEble in:;eases ‘se that-on the

'x"iiﬁﬁve af Ehe Civil Whr the rstes at all,faur levels were almast 1dengicali{ e

air

It 13 difficult to’ g&taunt for Eheae Erends, particularly siné%sthe

}”quglity af the" Héga -on. schcal enrallmen: &s not glways Erustwarthy.?é

-,Navertheless, it appears that‘a“large part of. the dEEIEéSE in the’ rate af e

_:Echaul enrallm2§t in: the state’isethé fesult Qf the dggnease Df fau: aﬂd

»five year—nl&s in aﬁtending schools asgthe fears of phyically and mentally .
:damsging &ery yaung childrén-by pfematurely educating them Spfgad thraughcut 1;
the. Caﬁmanwealth.ls Sin:e very young childrén were mgre likaly to be. fﬁund
'atzending schaal in.lBSS—éﬂ in Hassaﬂhusettg ﬂr Essex Caunty than in eithef e
Eeverly Qf Salam, thé eliminatian of these chil&ren from thé schools wauld a

R

: feduge enrallmeﬁt rates in Ehé state and taunty more than in the lattéf Ewg
' While the percentage of anrclléd\students roge in’ Salém and Beverly
during these yeaf%i thére was alsa a significant change in the pfaﬁartinn af
them receiving Eheif educatiqn fram pfivata schonls.~ Earace Mann and Dthéf _
‘reformers pus gfeaﬁ emphasis an ga;ting lacal cqpmunities Ea,imprave their :;;7
"cﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ school facilifiés sa that parents wauld ségg thei: thildfén ta publi:
‘ rather thaﬂ En privata schaals. aIn_Beverly, the percengage cf all students

igearalled in privaﬁe schaals dfoppedVdramatically fraﬁ 23 5 percant in 1839—46 .fA_
to . anly 4.5 pefaént in 1859§50 (see figuré 2) While Ehé pergentage cf studants .

i= s
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in pfivate’SEhools ig Salem were always quite high® compared to the other
cummunities, they al%b drappéd in -that EDWﬁ ffom 30%.9 percent of all enrolied
_s:udents in 1839-40 to 18 7 pergant in lBSQ-EG Thaugh the decline in relative

pfiva;e gzhaql enrellments were léss drastit in tha 5tate than in Eeverly, .

Y
vSalem, or Essex Céunty, it alsa decfeased fram 12.9 peraent to 8 0 percent:
L during this periad S e !
: - L . , s i
‘. . - t > Insert Figure 2 -
Tt In the sense af encauraging families to send their children to publie

rathér than to private scheals, the féfﬂfm effort of Harace Mann;and othérsv
was quite successfulsgaspegially in communities such as Eeve lj éhefe
"pféviously neafly a quarter of the children were in priyate schools but’ by the .
-eve of tha Civil WE: the QVEfswhelming majarity went to public schcols.vahE '
‘shifw of the c@ntrel of such a lafge paft of educaticn in: the community from
-privafe hands ta those of the ann schogl cgmmiﬁtee and local districts was
L L a% imgértant event that has gcne unnaticed in the historical discussions
| of the''debatgs over public Educatian in§BéVEfly- L .,'; ’ ‘
: - The shift to more public éducatian in Beverly did not only mean more
> _publi¢ cﬂntfal of aeducation, but. alsa a shift in the ﬂosts of that educaticn_
‘frcm the families &f the private school children to the town as a whole.
'InCerestingly, one does not find any evidehce of prgtésts or éppésitiéﬁ in
Beverly to this impcrtant change in education ffom private to public hands.
- If many of the residents of Beverly did nat supportva public h;gh school =« _ .
“1n 1860, the majarity of them éithe; ag eed or aéiuiesed in the ﬁggor shift

fram pfivate to publi: éducatsn degpite thE iﬁEIEESEd tax burden 311 of

themi_ S A , ;
, Eaving Eonsidered trends in’ tctal rates of enrollment and in, the :
' pfaportien in p;ivaté schools among persons under twanty, we should now analyze
the average daily public and private school atteﬂdanje. Though enrollment
rates giﬁé us aﬂﬁidéa af how many children benefitedjat some point from schoolin
the ratesg of .average daily attendanga provide a more accurate pictufe of how
‘much aducation thldfen on the averagé received each year.

In Eeverly? the percentage of children under twenty daily aétending school

[a

o
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gradually rose fram 29.4 percent in 1839—AD tu 42,2 pefcent in lSSO 51 aﬂd
then siadily, but erratigally, declined !tn 33.0 percent in 1859-60 (see .
figura 3). Dverall the average ddily rate of school attendamze in Béverly

rase by 12.2 percent during these two décadESi—EDmehat slqwer than the 18.9

_?percaﬂt growth in the enrollment rate during the ssme periodi Intérestingly,
_the average daily rate of school attendance was lawer in Beverly in 1859—6@

than in Massaﬂhusetts, Essex Gaunty, or Salem._ : :
?

e - L 'VI,S,E Figure 3
= }; ‘ . V ‘ V | N . c e -
Children under twenty in Beverly, for. example, daily attended school

3.1 pércent less than thEif'coUﬁférparts in Salém.: Since the rates of séﬁaal

-énrollmént were almost iﬁentital, the differan:e between ‘the ﬁwo :ammunities

was that Salem pupils were copsiderably mgre regular in their attanda ce
than Beverly students.v Ihus, thaugh the citigéns of Eaverly had made major - -
impravemanzs in incfeasing Ehe ratés of school. enrollment of their children

and incréasingly used public fathe: than private schools, they had not SQEZEEdEd

in inculcating their studants to-attend’ school as regularly as those in |

Massachuseﬁts, Essex County, or Salem. = )

~ ¥he average daily attandance rate of pupils givas us anly one perspective
on the amgunt of. edueatinn children received in ante-bellum Massachusetts.
The ther crucial piece of 1nfgrmaticn we ﬂEEd is the average length of the -

school yéar. Thcugh we do not have annual informatiaﬂ on the length of the

.privatr school year {thaugh we can make estimates), we do have data on the |

average 1ength of the publig school year.

Thé average length of thE public school year in Béverly increased from

_figure A) 6: In Salém, on the ather haﬂd the average length of the public

school year declined from 264 days in 184@=41 to 253 days in lSSQ-ED——a decline .

of 4.2 pergent.l? Thus, though ﬁhere was same EDnVéfgénEE between the length

'uf the school year in Bevefly and Salem, Salem zﬂntinued to provide much more

education for its children than Beverly. On the other hand Beverly was \

pfavidingi!s much education as Essex County and ccnsiderably more than the state

i
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Plgure 3

Average Daily Puhlic and- P;ivatg Attendance asa
\ '
' Percentage of A1 Children Ages Birth to 19, 1840 -1860
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~ as a whole.

| Iasert Figure 4
In light of Alexander\?ield s focus on ghé length of the public schocl
year as an index of the interest in education in a ;am@uﬁity, it 1is
- interesting te note that Beverly, by that ecriteria, displayed as much intarest%
_! in education as the rest of the county1>but much less than Salem. Since
i;the length af;ﬁﬁé publia scuool .year in Salam was degreasing while it was S
incre asing in BEVEfly, one could argua that there was a major teversal in ‘
el emphasis in these twa cammunlties. H%yevef, I suspect that the leng;h of the —
school year is not al good "an indax of interest in education that it would.

permit such fine spec

ation. In part the differences in school year may

ypes of écanamiesiwithin the community with Salem, an

féflezt the difféfant

urban area,’ praviding ear—faund education whereas Beﬁerly, with certain
paftiOﬁs still heavily agricultufal might vary the length Df_éhe school year
in order to permit children to work in the fields during certain periods when
agricultural work was in high‘demaﬁd.' ' _

F | :The net fésult of the averagé daily attenéénca and the average length of
ths schcal year provides us with an esgimace ‘of the average number of days
“of publi: or private school at énded annually per péfson undér twen:y yéars af
age. In BEVEfly, the average number of days of school per pérsan under twenty

increaséd dramatically from 59.1 days*in 1839-40 to 78.4 days in 1859-60--

an ove:alL increase of 32.7 percent (insert figure 5).- This is particularlyl

§impréssive éumpared to Salem which witnessed: only a risa from 87.0 days in

-1839*&@ te 91.7 days in lSSQaED-Tg inerease of 5.4 percen:. Thus, the ghildién

antaabellum period- gheugh they.aontinued to trail the eduzacianally advancéd

;ammunig;es such as Salem in the overall amount cf‘educaticg!

. : Do §
- . . Insert Figure 5 : :5"5 A Jff
- ' §s A .

The information cn'eﬂrallménti attendance,’ length 6f'pfblic.schual yéaﬁ'
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) and amauﬂt of Educazian regeived Ser child indicate that Baverly was making

’”impﬂrtant gaiﬁs in che twa dezades bEfore the Civil dar though it had not
caughc up with schaﬁl systems in cammuni;iés such as Salgp whi;h were alga';
‘making" gains during these same. yeats. This picﬁure of edu:atian de s suggesc

———————that- che ciﬁiggns of Beverly WkaEd hard ta upg:ade its offering of public

éducétiOﬂ and to encourage Ehair GWﬁ ‘children o atﬁend s

p:apartians zhan ever befafe.- If they did not respand' thusiasﬁieally_td,
‘supparting a public high s:haal, Ehéy certainly did endarse Publiﬂ education

B for eyeryaﬁe at the commén school 1evé1 _
| Tq unders;and the reactions of Béverly citizens to the expansian of
public aduca;icn in that aommunicy, we. ﬂééd to cﬂnsidef Ehe gasts of this
pfaeess ) The ;Dst cf public. schools in’ Bevafly rose in real dollars (lBEO=lDO)
fram $2717.88 in 1840 £o0:$6152.56 -in 1860~-a huge increase of 126 4 pEfCént.lS
_Thé Qicizens of Bevérly tespon&aﬂ to the pleas of Egrace Mann and local
cigiaegg for impraved_public aéu;ation by a major . increase in spénding for
 EhéE s?étém. Thus, in'evaluatiﬁg%;he support or 1éck of support for popular
! educatian in Beﬁgrly, we need to rémembe; thaz the Eaxpayers of that )
cammuﬂi;y supportéd a major éxpansion of chat system even though ic meant .
inereasing per capita costs of public educ tign in real dallafs from" $ .59 )
ta $1 Oé—aan impressive in::ease of 76. 3 rcéﬂt during the twa decades befara ;f
the civil War. . S T e e S

i

The EitiEéﬂE of Bevgrly azeeptéd a. higher rata af per zapita taxation =

1

' tq fund Cherexpansion af public school éducation. But ‘did this acﬁur within

Vg

the context of a genefal expansian of the ec@nomy and how did their

expenditures compare ‘to thase f;thei: cauﬂtefpafts in the. Commanweai&h?

kB

Ta answer these questions, we can calculate the amaunt af school expenditurea,
public ‘and privsté, per $lQOO of valuatien. This will give us an’ indication
of the relative ecanamic burdan of édu:atign in*the ante-bellum period.
Though the ﬁa: capita :osts of publia gducatian soared in Beverly, the
overall bugden of public and pri%ite eduaatiaﬁ .as a sharg of taxable property
‘ in Ehat cammunity declined from $3.84 per $1000 of valuation to $2,30 per

$1000 .of valuation (seg figure 6). It is im ortant to observe, that while

BevEfly-laggéd bghind Salém in the-length a: ‘the pubii: school’ year and the,
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anaaal number af daya of achnal per paraon under twanty, it uaually apant arl”
‘larger propartion Qf iEa=;axabla praparty,for educational purposes than Salaﬁ.
In other words, while Beverly does not seem as committed to aduaagion as :
Salem if ‘we look only_ at the’ indiaaa of the amaunt of Education;aupplied
“:and :aaaivad in aach cammunity, tha piatura ia juat the reéverse if we 1aak

!.35 the ralatiVa aaanamigfaﬁiliﬁy of each town' to finan:a aduaationi_

Al ) =t R P

hd R s _.Inaaravfigara 6
_ Aa we' nata thaadéclina in Ehe ‘total a:haal axpanﬂituraa in Eavagly aa 4"
1parcantage of taxabla waalth we may be’ aurpfiaad by the autfagaaaf many
taxpayara anard a new publia high aahoal._ Yet anathar pafapaative on thia
' iaaue may pfavida aama'aluaa £o tha -concerns of the taxpayara. While

’ the avarall school axpandituraa par $1000 valuatian declined, the share of r

=

public school axpanditﬁraa aign;ficantly ipcreased, Public achcoi axpandi— ff%?
curea roaa from 51 70 par $1000 valua;ion i‘ﬁ18E9-4D to $2. 15 per’ $1DDD valua=i“

. _ Eign in lBSBiEDE—aﬂ\avarall incfaaaa af 26 5 percant. ‘Thus; though the’ ralativa

o '?; acanami: burden of eduaaticn in Bavafly daaraaaad f2§;§7a families with

- | aahaalﬁaga ahild:an, it aignifiaantly increased for Beverly’ taxpayaraI 

' Ihe ralativa burdan of puhlic axpanditufaa in Bevarly wara_aanaidarably

‘,highar than in- Salém. I 1839 40, Bavarly taxpayafa spant ED 4 percent mora'
;' per 51000 valuation than their Salam aeighbora, in. 1859~ ED ‘the Beva:ly ’ '
'taxpayara a;ill spent 33. 5 paraant mara par $1000 valuation than Salem raaidanta.
Thus, given tha :alativaly more limited economic base of Bavafl? thaa of

Salam, itazaitiaana were more auppo:tiva financially af public education

in that cammunity than wauld ba auggaatad by aimply laoking -at the ovarall

L

. f
amaunt of manay apant on publie or privata aducatian in thaaa tawna.‘

. Up” taanﬂw we have cﬁnaidarad school axpanaas fram tha parapactiva of the.
cammunity and tha taxpayers. . Now we want to loak at tha ebsts ‘of adgcation —
ffam the point af view of tha atudanta ta aaa whether the quality of their
aducatian, as indexad byf?he axpendituraa,amay hava shifted over tima.

In tarma of public and private axpanditufea, in real dallara, per person

%

- under twenty,* Bavarly apant more monay on aduaatian (see figura 7). odn

e
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1339—40, Eave:ly spent $2 34 per persaﬂ under twenty on’ educatian; in 1859 60

Thus, ﬁﬁile Salem was ﬂuttiﬂg back . on Ehe amaunt -of mnney spent per Persua
humda; tﬁgﬂtyiuﬁavarly—ingfggsed Ats- suppart—ithnugh even au the eve af Ehe
x61vil Whr, Sa;em spent a third more than Beverly.:u :

Tasert Eigufe 7 o

N £
u

As Bgverly shifted between 1340 and 1860 awgy from private 5chaaling,

Eh athnE public exp3ﬂdiﬁure per persaﬁ under Ewenty incfeased even mnré
rapidly (see figure 8) .. While ‘the tgﬁn spen: anly $1.03" pez persau undéf

cﬁenﬁy far public edu:atiaﬂ in 1339—&0 by 1359260 that figure had risen tg:;

f$2 74ﬁ—a huge ing:ease af 165 1) pereent duriﬁg these yesrs.~

!_-IﬂSEft-?igufe 8

IE is also impnrtant ta ;ampare devélameﬁts in public sch@al Expéﬁdiﬁ-'

Eures in Salem -and. Eeverly. . Though Salem EPEﬂE cansiderably mare maney on
public s:haﬂI’edugatian per persan under twenty in 1339—49, Beverly not. anly
caught up with Salem" but surpassed it by 1859-60. ngevez, the averall
gmount af maney spent. per person under twenty in lBSQﬁEO cnntinued tao be

much higher in Salem than in Beverly because in the farmar p:ivate educatian

) still provided 34 1 percent af tntal school e;penditures while in Ehé 1atter
it gﬂly pravided 6. 5 percent af tatal schaul expenditures. " :

Though Beverly citi;Eﬁs spend cansiderably more Qn education per pérsan '

,undEf Eﬁenty, this does not necesssrily mean that the amount nf money spent '

per pupil aﬂ;ually increased sin:e Beverlyﬂschaals enrnlled aﬁ increasing

”prapartiau of persaﬂs under twenty ‘and were ‘Kept apgn lange:. Perhaps the

.ine:eased expeﬁditures were used slmast exglusively to fuﬁd tha expaﬂsian af

the system ta accamadate the iﬂditiaﬂal students and to fund the 1anger

~school year. _ 'ﬁ ' , ’ (
) Ta See ﬁhether the quality of educatian, as indexed by expenditufes,i

, msy have chaﬁged over Eime, we can caléulate the cast (in real_gellars) per

C
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1ittle :hange——in 1339;49, fhe east per 100 days of sghanl attended was
$3 96 aad had declined to 53.73 by 1859—50.; A similar deeline, ;haugh mnre
fﬁ*”ﬁiikeﬂ aecurred in Salem. Thus, while the uverall amnqnt of maﬂey spent ;
per pg;gan under‘twenty increaagd in aﬂte!bellum Beverly, it did not result

in mﬂre beiﬂg spert per day af schaaliﬂg aetualiy received.’

¥f':' S s B o : _Iﬂgéft_?igﬁrg 9 :- - - e 7-'\V o

=, .

. v _
.While. the nverall :nst per 100 days af educatiﬂn chaﬂged relatively

1ittle in Beverly, the cost af public s:haals greatly increasedi—frnﬁ'
= $2.33 per 1DD days in 1839-40§ta $3.73 in 1859—60 (see figure 10). The
B 1nc:ease in the cnst of public schanling by almost fafty Péfﬁéﬂﬁ prabably
refle;ts the ﬁillingness and - the need for Ehe cammuni;y to pay mnre -
mgnay for teaehers (since salaries camprised mast of the school budget
While one eanﬂat and shauld not simply equate rising casts with in::eases

in edueatianal quality, it is likely that the caliber of Eeachers hiféd
19

- in Beverly during these yeafs was improving.

-8,

Insert Figiure 10

.While the: cost ﬁf'publié'eéugétisn rose, that of privat%.edﬁcatiﬁnv
declined from $8.82 per 100 days of school in 1839-40 to $5.99 per 100
days of séhaal in lEéEsEé (see figure 11)., Since this decline in the cast_
of school acgurred at the same ‘time that fewer and fewer students were @if
aEtEﬂding private schaals, the tatal amaunt of incnme availabla for pfivate
education &rapped dras:i:slly——ﬁhus prabably redueiﬂg the quality of teaehers!
willing to teach private as appased ;a publi: sehanls. One result of this |
shift prabably was to make publig eduﬂatiaﬁ increasingly attraztive in
Bgverly compared to private education and thus further enaafaging parents to

?

SEﬂd ‘their ehildren to the public schﬂals.

L

Insert Figé%é 11

L2

Ul 100 days af "schdol attended (see figure 9). ‘In Beverly, there was relazively ,,i
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This lengthy intraductian af the educational developments in Béﬁétly
is. meant to give the’ reader the sénse of ccﬁtihuéd'educatiaﬂai'thénge in that
;ammuﬂity " The’ actempt to creata a public high schoéol was only part of the .
larger reforn effarts-—and prnbably ‘not. evan the most important one since the’
rapid expansian gf publig aammgn schdols had much more’ impaet on the school-age
‘population and much more suppnrt from the citisens of Beverly. Th%fefafe,
an analysis of the reagtians to ;he public high schaal without due attentian
to other edueaficnal develapments in that cammunity gives us a very. distartéd
picture. _ ’ ’ _ _ '
o Nor was the i;sue of the high school the central éaﬁtraversy during those
 years. xHuch more aEEéntiaﬁ; far example, was paid to the issué’af the quality
cf the teachers. In school gammittee ‘report after school cammittee repart,
the low quality of the teachérs was lameﬂtedsipartly as the result of 1ow
salaries and partly due to the fact -that each local disttict hired. 1£s own
teachers without closely scrutinizing their credentials.zg v
Another continuing problem, and one that would ultimately have a major ‘
impact on Ehé high school controversy, was Ehé inéqualitynéf funds distributed
among the ten school districts. The préblem was due to the fact that the
ten diSEriéfSVWEfé quite unequal in pﬂpulatiﬁnsifaﬁging from 25_ta$ablé polls
in Dodge's Row in 1843fﬁ5 to 340 polls in the Grammar District. Siﬁge the
public school funds were apportioned in the early 1840s strictly on the basis
éf the taxable polls in each district, the smallesquistricts received very
limited funding with which to staff and repair their public schools. 21 Thus,
- while" Dadge s Row in 1843-44 only received $47 SD for its entire school budgat,
the Grammar District had $Eﬁ6 00.

"In part, of course, the diffe§2ﬂces in money allocated reflected differéntials
in the qgmbe:.af studen;g to be taught, but there were still serious equalities.
While ﬁhé amount of money allgéatéd per "average public school sﬁé&ent in

' Dadge'g Row was only $1.90 in 3843é44— it was $6.46 in the Grammar District.
ffs;héiinequality was not only in terms af the mnney per student, but also in

| the absolute amount of money available to hire teachers. Ezcﬂamies of scale
allowed the larger districts to. keep schools open langéf and to hire better

" teachers.

=




- 27 -

In 1843-44 there were complaints about the iﬁéqualitiés'in the system."_
"The. anﬂ fespnndéd by showing that the ‘smaller districts were receiviug a fair

:EQHﬂ cﬂffers.zz ‘Though Ehis was Erue, ic.did not selve the preb;ém of inequalities
due to size. Therefore the town abandoned its pfacticé of appfap:iating - "
'school funds on the basis of taxable palls and shifted to a systém where one

T eighth of the public schoal funds weuld be equally divided among the districts
and the rest would be allocated on the basis: of the schacl-agé-pqpulatign;?g«
Though this did not eliminate the problem, it minimized it to some degree.
Thus, the tensian between the nutlying, sméller distrigts and the more
-cenzral, larger ones continued and ultimately played a key fole in the defeat
of the publie ‘high school.

In his aﬂalysis of the creation of the Beverly High School in 1558,
Michael Katz makes mu:h of the strained gocial conditions in that community
duriﬂg the 1850s which lead prominent citizens to create such an institution

~in order to bring back more order and: stability to their tDWﬁ;zé In this way,
Ehe socio—aconomic chaﬂges in Béver1§ in the late 1840s and 18505 are closely
linkgd to the éfforts to create a publiﬂ high sehool. S
r v Thaugh Kat; 3 argumgnt seems persuasive in many respeats, it fails to
‘note that the first major effort to create a public high schoul in Bevérly

- occurred more than a decade earlier——at a time when the segigseconomic :hange

~ argument gannot be pushed as vigorously. On Mar;h 1, 1844, F. W. Choate and

- others petitiﬂned’thé town for the establishment of axhigh'schéal ‘Af ter-

) considerable diseussiaﬁ, the town meeting rejected the petition.25 Tﬁus, the 7
initial effort to create a high school in Beverly’ accurred well befora many of
the hypethesized saeial disruptions and disleecations’ had happe d and it was.
sauﬁdly defeazed as were the initial efforts ten years later.~ " !

tportant tovread fufthér'in'ghé town mée iﬁgimiﬁutéé
to significanfly increase . Public schnalg¥unding at the

It 1is alsa very

because the towm mava'
same time that it refus d to build a high school. The Selectmen Wére ordered

to increase the amount of- funding faf public schaals to be twenty—five percent
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-more :haﬁ any amount that they had ‘raised prior to 1840. In other words,

at the same time.that the town réjegﬁid-the additianal expense of a publi; higﬂ,f
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éy schaal, it passéd a majar expansign of ‘the schnnl budgét so that all distfiﬂtsg
could benéfiz accafdiﬂgly.A This deliberaté Erade—aff between jmore money for
'7cammnn ‘schools or for the establishme&t of ‘a:public high schoal became a
permanent. - feaﬁure af tba debates ‘in Beverly with the autlying, smaller -
distriGEE parti;ularly anxious ED ﬂbtain ‘more funds fa; their common schegls
" which Here waefully understaffed and in need of repairs while the larger "
“districts, the feeipients of a. disprnpartian&ﬁe shafe af the existing '
;i pubiie school budget, could better afford to can;emplate an expansian af the
public school system to include a high sghcal. ) :

' The failure to establish a high school did not séem to upset the community

too much. . Perhaps the continued willingﬂess of thé citigéns of Beverly to
fund a major expansion af the public school facilitiés saﬁisfied ‘many educatiﬂnalv
":efarmers who probably vere mare concerned; about the quality of the teachers 7

and glasgraams than the lack of a public high Echﬂﬂl. In addizian, the

Beverly A;ademy a private incarparatad schaal, pravided a reaaanabla ’

substitute for public high school education in that community at zerd cost

-] the Eaxpayers-_ Though most of the proprietors of the Beverly Aeademy

‘ woild have been. happy to see the establishment of a public high schaal, they
and others SEEmEd willing af resigned to Ehe laqk af such ‘an institution
during the rest of the 18465.27 v _ '

7 " In the early 1850s there appears to have béen a surge of educational
‘fefarm efforts in Beverly which facusad on a wid, variety of issues’ including
.the establishmgnt of a publia high scheal. Whé"as most reparts of the

Baverly School Cnmmittea during the 1840s had been pérfunctOfy and highly

';-camplimentary of the existing school system, axdefinite hew tone emerges®
in the early 18505 starting wi;h the report of March 1853.28
- The initial Earget of the newly aroused school cammittée was .the
~ improvement of, the qugliﬁy of teachers by hiring a full-time superintendent
{ who could manage the affairs of the seha@l system better than a. school ﬂommittee
~cﬂmpased of part—timg "individuals. _f, 31' " S e

e

The School Committe wnuld respe:tfully submit to Ehe
Town that in their opinion, our common schools, under the
usual maﬁagement do not accomplish .all the good of Whiﬂh they
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are capable. This defieieney erieee 1n part frem the inequality
of teachers. Most of our teachers pursue the business for a .
'‘1imited period, and not as a prefeeeien,; They are mostly yeung
.men pursuing their own education at our Literery Institutions. -
Our schools, therefore, are subject to all thé evils, arising
! from the irregularities ofs character attainments and experienee
of these temporary teachérs. The duties of the committee are -
# arduous, and difficult th be perfermed requiring an-amount of o
® ‘attention, labor and deJEtedneee to ‘the subject which it.is h o
diffieule for them to rgnder. ‘Thelr own professional avocations
.are sufficient to’ occupy their time--and if perfectly quelgfied
they could scarcely do justice to the schools, even if paid for
their services. The eemmittee would therefefe eeejeeely recommend
‘.. that the Town authorize the Committee to employ a suitable Super-
intendent of the Schools to perform theee services end pay him
a reeeeneble eempeneefien for his labor.%

L

-

2

. ‘The effere to hire a euperieteneent ‘of the’ public eeheele eueeeeded;
‘ deepite some eppeeieien, and the town meeeing of Heeeh 1853 allocated $500
for that purpeee. At the same time, however, the town ‘defeated an
’ effeft by educgtional reformers to abolish the exieting eyeteﬁ of loecal
- school dieerieee in favor of a more centralized eye:em under Ehe eenerel
of the towm eeheel eemmiEEee.BD Thus, while ehe town was willing :e go
.eleng with ‘the idea of medernieing the public school eyetem by hifing a
X superintendent, even though. thie meant an inereeee of 12.5 percent on Ehe
EATEER exieting eehuel budget,. they were une{lling to take away any major power
' from the local school dietriete—ﬁegein revéelieg ehe tension between the
dietriete and the eentinued suspicion of the euelying ones thet Ehey weuld
be eyerwhelmed and outvoted in ~any mesg centralised system.
| The new euperinfendent, Rufue Putnem, immediately brought up the issue ef
>Ehe laek of edueeeieﬂ for older ehildreﬂ in hie firet regert of Hereh

And can’ it be that we are doing our duﬁy to the scores of -
iy » . youth in .our town, for whose education we are in'an important
A " respect accountable, while we withold from them the education
T which they need, and which many of them so earnestly desire?
Is it doing all our. duty to this class to furnish them with a
teacher, for ®Bhree or three and a half months in the whole year,
and give that teacher as much other labor as one man can possibly
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_,perfarm. withaut attempting to carry them forward in the
higher branches of study? The fact that so many of the
older scholars have attended the winter schools so regularly
from the beginning to the end of e term, is sufficient
- proof, if we had no other, of thef#esire that .exists for a mora
‘thorough edu;atian than can be ab;ained under ‘the preséut ’
gystem. K
: It does ﬂﬂt be;ame me Ec express.any opinian as to Ehe "L
 “best method of placing a more .extended course of education - -
within the reach of thase who are ready to avail themselves ’§
. of the opportunity, were it provided. You, gentlemen; know
"' better than I can, the best methods of supplying this wanc.
The fact, however, that the schosl: ‘houses at which five
- sevenths of all the children in the “town attend school are
within a mile of a certain centre, and that that centre is
accessible by railraad to one-seventh morey removes the -
objection which often exists, in towns of equal extent, to
a central High Sehcal, open to all the youth of the town,

whase age and literary attain gnts may be deemed sufficiéntv
o give Ehem admisaiﬂﬂ to it. .

b

The call for the establishmant of a high school- by the new superintEﬂdént
.~  was ceztainly an impartant step in bringing this 1ssue back before the town. s
We cannot tell’ whether he was acting on his own initia;ive or whéﬁher this
was samething that the rest ngthe membg;s of the achogl cummittee dasired_'
and wanted ‘him to open the way for further disaussing it. 'In any -case, it .
‘15 doubtful that a new superintendent would' have tried in his first yéa: of
affice to raise this issue -gingle-handedly unless he were: assured of A
| aansiderable suppart from thé members of the. town school committee as well as
“other town leaders. Furthermnre, the immediaté'suppﬂft'féf such a ﬁéveiin
" the caﬁmuﬁity suggests that this effort was part of a well cagafdinated plan
among some BEVEle cizisens rathé: than the isﬁlated attempt Df the new
| schaal superintendent to caré for the needs of advanced students.
_ quhaps aﬁather 1mpnf§ant factor leading to the effart to establish a
publi: high school in 1854 wasg the clasing cf the private Bevefly A:adémy
in chember of that yeaz. The Beverly Academy had been opened in May 1833
and had provided an alterﬁative for alder studenta in the community for over
Ewenty yeats.sz Its clasing in l354 for whatever reasons, may have stimulated
some Beverly citizens to jain the effort to establish a publig high school at
this time since their children would no. longer have this op;ign_available to them,

i

o o o . }/ d
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On the othéf hand, since. priﬁéte'acurces-é;;'p:avided suéh a facility for
interészéd parents and studen;g far so many yeafs, many cther Eeverly
_ Eaxpayers may hsve felt that the town should ndt EEE: the costs af _such

#

an" instituticﬂ sin:e if ﬁhEtE really was sufficient demand for such a facili;y,

- one cauld be re=established under private auspices and withaut any public

funds. 3 - e _
- The ;ampaign for a public’ high school was quickly taken up by the new

-lacal newspaper——the Bé?e:llVCitizen; On February 9, 1854 a month before the
Eannual town meating, it urged the creation of a publi: high schaol_ .

l

A High School. TNere is a very general féeling among out
‘inhabitants in favor of establishing a High School in this town.
A school of this description has been wanted for a number of years,
for the accomodation of pupils who have advanced beyond the general
standard of instruction.afforded in the district schools. We v
. “believe there is no other town as large as Beverly in the State,
which has not a High. School--thereby affording to the youth-an
_opportunity to prepare for college, or to pursue the higher ,
branches of learning, .without going out of town for Ehat purpose.
The present state of things with reference to this matter is.
certainly not very democratic. Our young men, under a‘truly’
. democratic arrangement, who were desircus of proceeding in their
studies beyond the ordinary standard, would be able to do so at a
free High School. At present, a young man, though very desirous
of preparing himself for college, or for the study of a profession,
‘would not be able tg do so, under our free school system; ‘and if his
. ‘pecuniary resources would not enable him to pay, for his tui;icn at
" an academy, he would  be cbliged to give up his 1ntentignsi The
want of a High School in this place may account for the fact that
Beverly has not so many representatives in the learned professions.
sas many other towns of the same size. This, however, is a matter
“of but little impartancé but it is highly important that the youth
of Beverly should be pf?vided with all those educational advantages,
which, gder the laws of the state, théy might justly claim for the

publi&.

. As part cf ‘thedir co-ordinated effort to create :a public high schaal,
Daniel Leach frgm the Hassa:huseﬁts Board of Education was invited EQ addréss~
the citizens of the.town two weeks before the annual town meeting on the pest'
ways. arld means of promoting education.. The issue of the ﬁigh 'school was ra%se&

and appareatly'enthusias&ically espoused -sincée many of the staunchest supporters

&
23T




| 32
;
b at meeting,
of the high schuql were pfésent and active at that meetiﬂg.
Daniel Hildreth and others offered a petitian at the March 1854 town

'meeting calling far the establishment of a. publia high sahauliBE The. town
' meeting referred the mgtter to a special committee which' reported favarably
.an the creation of such an instizuticn at the April. town meeting., After
" considerable dis:ussian, the tnwn vnted against the prapasal |

' Séviral dbserva:ians :aﬂ be made about the efforts in 1854 to CIEEEE | .

publiz high schqal. FirSt, the effaft ta establish a public high ‘school
must be seen as part $f a 1argér Effaft in the. EEIlY 18508 to: févitalize
'Beverly's'échaal'system} ,As such, much of the impetus for this affort can
be seen within the brgader context Qf eduaatiaﬁal refafma—bﬂth in its Drigin
‘ ahd its imparzance. While the publig high EEhGQl was a very. important part
: of the refarm agenda, it was qnly one of many other reforms that were béing a
' advocated in that cammunity. In face, I suspee; that the éducatisnal reformers
probably ﬁeuld have attached more impaftance to the abalishment of the local
school distri:t system or Ehe creation of a school superinteadént than to the
buildiﬁg of a public high school. " o -

. Second, the new schﬂal superintendent- played,éP impnrtant role in calling
for the establishment af a public. high sch@al At the same Eime, however,
-there is caﬂsiderable avidenﬁe to believe that Ehis éffart was a well co=

ardinazed attempt on the part of many Beverly citizens rather than thé pet

: idea of the superiﬁteﬂdent Perhaps the idea of obtaining a school. Superinfendent )

' had been regarded as anly the first phase of the broader effort to reform ‘the . °

schaals-_ ' ! S e v / s .
. Third, while Michaél Katz haS‘made much of the role of Rabe:t Rantoul,

rSf., in ;his pfacegs, ‘there are reasons to suépect that he played a vary

minor role. Katz daés not seem ta bé aware of the scajéal in’ 1853 over the

case of Miss Maxey, an insane persan under the care of the Qverseers of the

Poor in Beve;ly;37é Miss Maxey was very poorly treated by the Board af

Dveréeers;' fér their‘ﬁigcaﬁduct iﬂ this case, ‘the entire Baérd af DvEfseers

were prasecuted by the EDWﬂ and fQIEEd to fetire from ﬂffiae 4n disgraﬂé.

Though Rabert Rantoul, a long-time member of this bady, was so high%y respe¢ted

for his past services to the communi:y that he was lavishly praiséd at the

[



n meeting and in the local paper (though ﬁﬁtbéxéﬂefated in theAMexey

fieede),‘he nonetheless had sent a letter of reeignacien from all eu:rent
e:-futur town offices to the March 1854 town meeting.38 In feet, et the . ,
meetiﬂé ith Deniel Leach of the Massachusetts Beerd of Education which - .3
discussed . edueetianel refefﬁe for the eemmunity, he does not appear t& have"
been EFeeenc.SQ; In ether werde, theugh Katz devoted much attention to the .
ideelegy and role of Robert Reﬂeeul in the fight for zhe everly Highgﬁehool,
‘he seems to heve been relatively ineecive in thet effgrt——eepeeielly in the
early 18505.; ' '
Feurth one of the major groups edveeaeing a publie high school as well
as other edueetiunel reforms was the clergymen of Beverly. Clergymen routinely
eet o che tewn achool committee in 1e:ger numbers then eny other group asd
men? ef then epeerheeded the effert to eeteblieh the high eeheal. Su:prieingly,
while Eete devoted so mueh Eime to" the rele of Roberc Reateul he entirely
igﬁeree the impertent f;ie ef the - ele:gy in this process. ‘
7 Fiﬁelly, though the deeieiou to abelieh the Beverly Eigh Schegl in
-Mafeh 1860 may have invelved the eppoeitien to any higher taxes for publie
edueetien, the same wee nec Erue ‘of the euteame in April. 1854. In feet, the
‘eeme tEWﬁ meetiﬁg whieh rejeeted the publie high eeheel vated an additional
$1000 for the public eeheeles—e sizable inereeee of 18 2 percent over the
_previnue school budget_ Furthermefe, while earlier town:meetinge had- divided
712 5 pereeﬂt ef the generel funds for. schools equally emeng the ten dietrieter
and ehe rest on the basis of Ehe eehaal—ege populetinn, it was now decided
to divide .20.0 percent ef the genefel eeheel funde among Ehe dietriete and
the remainder on the basis of the eeheel—ege papuletinn., Thue, Juet as ten
years earlier Ehe rejeetien of a publie high sehael in Eeverly was not e,il
eignel thet the tewe 1eet in:ereet in publ;e edueeeien; but an indication .
-that the eitieeﬁe of Beverly preferred to impreve the quelity ef their common
:eehoele rether than building a central high school for a few older and more
:‘edVEﬂeed studentei The continued heetili;y among the leeel dieﬁriete was- elee
evident; interestingly, Ehe Smellef ‘and less effluenﬁ dietriete geined,in
thie‘pfeeeee not only by Ehe expansion of the general school fund by nearly
twenty pereent, but also hy the ehenge in the manner of dietrieﬁing the general

H

. _eeheel funds.

ey
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The déféaﬁ of the high school in 1354 tempararily setback efforts in -
EEgt aréa. No one braught up the issue again in the toyn meating in. 1855.

- The tensian between those favaring a larger rcle far the tagg schnal ‘
gammittee and those determined to keep cantral ‘within the local districts,
hawever, continued uﬂabated with the Earmer gaining two minar but still
significant victgries.' First, thé town mee;ing vated that ;eache:a ‘shoudd
not he paid any maﬁey until the town schcel taﬁmittse had - examined their
qualificacians— Though the district prudential committees continued to
employ Eheir own. taaghers, they were now abligated to present thair choices
- for Examinaticﬁ by the town school eaﬁmittee.ég' Sezand in response to
the recently enagted state legislazion, the town meetiﬁg instrusted th séhacl
eommittee to purchase such boaks and statiaﬂary as’ may be neeessagy fods supply
the pubiiﬂ schools. . Thus, :haugh the 1855 sessien of the town. maeting
didfnat see the intrcduction af the high schagl isaue, it saw the continua-
town school committee and those wishing to preserve ‘as much pnwer as pgssiblé
far the local districts. = - ' ) ’ )

Thaugh there was no astampt to bfing up the high schoel issue in the
town meetings of 1855 iEs supp%%ters had nat abandanéd the fight. They had
merely awaited a year to reopen ﬁhé battle. The schﬂal éommittee, for example,

cancinued to pfess far a public high s:haal

. Thé public schanla in, this town, twenty-two in number and
which ought to canveaiéntly accomodate eleven hundred and sixty=
eight pupils (the number between five and fifteen years of . age)
-are generally in good condition, and the complete fullness 'of
time seems to have arrived when a "high School af the first
order" should be established. ‘

Scholars sufficient to fill auEh a schaol can ‘easily, be .

. found, qualified‘for:immediate.admission even'if we take the

highest standaid of schclarship adgpted by any High School
s 1n the State. - v ) . . .

. In March 1856, F.W, Choate and others submitted a petition to the town"
mee:ing calling for the establishment of a 3 public high 'school. The motion was
again dgfeatedgéz, At the same tim%sthat the town rejée:ed tha public high sahagl

[
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- r;sutcessive deféats on Eha establishment of the public high s:hcal i
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. ana;he; graup of citizens attempted to reverse the recent palicy of . having |
;he school cnmmittee purchase books and statianary fur the local districts.
. The la;ter subjéct hawever, was. pastpaned for a 1ataf meeting, but its v
'”‘reapening alearly suggests that the town was still split over the pfaper
role of the school cammittee and the lacal prudential éﬂﬂﬂittééé-és _

It is diffigul; to réganstruct exactly the naxt round of evénts aincé .
the town feeards are father tergse. It appear5stbat after suffering twa S

ts- i

supporters, instead of giving up, th:eaténed to avake the Massaahus t state
.law which required towns of the size af Beverly to mﬂintaiﬂ su:h an. instituticn.'

- As a result, a special and unusual meeting of the town was callad for L
,j;Décembéf 1856 to’ deal with the issue of the high school." Déspite the threat

of taking the town to caurt, the town maeting agaiﬂ fejected the metion to
~ ..build a publie high schaﬂl,é_ ’ _

At the Har:h 1857 town meeting, Jaseph Ober, from ane of . Ehé small 5chaal
districes (East Farms) . suﬁcessfully offered 3 matigg!ta repeal the R
auﬁhari;atiaﬁ far the schual cammittee to purchase books aﬂd ‘stationary.

At the same meeting, John I. Baker affered a mgtian which suggests that the
‘threat of the town being taken ta court was now regarded as a real possibility:.
"That the Schacl CﬂmﬁiEtEé be authariséd to establish a Eigh Sahgal as requiréd
by 1aw.'45 His effort to bring Beverly into compliance with ‘the stata law

-hwas of no avail as the motion was defeated 145 to 213,46 o L! »
| With the town dEEiﬂEdl? opposed to a public ‘high szhnal‘ even1af§e:fthé"4 
thréat of. being Eaken to Eﬁuft the Suppcftéts of that effart went ahéad

with 1egal pfgceedings against tha town. The next: mentian of this iésué in

the town resg;ds;%g gffa warrant far‘agfuture meeting_in Julj 1357;f y: i

o o . .' R PR

S

Ta see what measures, the town will adopt raiative to an
( indictment agaiﬂst the town for nuisance, whether by defending
! the suiz consequent thereon, or settling the- same, or %9 any
:ather manner deemed best fgr the in;eregt of . the town

T
~ The issue of the indi;tment against the town was diseu ssed at Ehe July
1857 maéging, but no definite action was takaniés Perhaps the town haped
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‘Ehat by takiﬂg no official pasitian immadiately some. fﬂrm of cﬂmprgmise might

be worked ﬁut, Tn any case, it was né:essary to call another town meeting on
-4

September lS 1857 at which Eime it was ‘voted that the sele:tmen be v RN
tharised Ea defand the inzerests of ‘the ;awn against the sult.ég B
Having 1aak1ng into the 1egal siEuatian a bit further, ‘the selectméﬁ
aallgd for another town meeting en Qctabe: 1§§ 1857 at which time they
feparzed their fiﬂdings. ‘ §
- ‘_"g
'K . . The Ed article ot the wa:rant was zhen taken up, and
' - after a statement by the Chairman of the Selectmen that he. had
_\!cansulﬁed C. G. Loring Esq. and others upon the subjeat who
¢ 'were all - unanimously of the opinion that the town must
establish a High  School or suffer the penalty for their naglect.
On.a motion of William H. Lovett, it was voted. That. the
+ School Committee be authorized to establish a High School
- according to the law, and that a sum not exceeding four -
hundred dollars be appropriated for that purpose. . |
_ 85 voting in favor and 79 in opposition to the abov
" vote. An amendment’ to, the aboVe motion was adapted aﬁd

s after some discussiohs reconsidered. Lo \"

On the motion of ;Isaac Prince it was also voted That the:
School Committae- 1agate the School at the 0ld West Farms
School House if the Eggn is obliged to establish a School
before March Meeting. ‘ : '

. Thaugh Katz mentiaﬂs the indictment against the town for, nét camplying

- with the state aw réquiriﬁg t§Wﬁs of the size 6f: Bgverly 'to’ have a publi: o
high s;haol; hg failed ‘to cnnsider Ehe impliﬁations of this imﬁnrtant event, i
The majarity ‘af Beverly Eit;géns never favored a publi: high sehuale-iggwas
'passed only afﬁer ‘the unaﬂimgus ~opinion amang lawyars that the town wauld not.
ianly have ‘to build a high schanl,gbut pay a pénalty as well for its delayi :

; Even Eaaing an 1ndigtment, a large proPQEtion of the town was willing to inaur
the penslties rather than giviﬁg in to the m;narity of citizens who uséd a

~ state law to :iraumvent the desires of the. majority of the recent town meetings.
. The ‘high school was not Just an institution that was "imposed" on the wafking
class citizens of Beverly, but on the 1arge majgrity of iﬂdividuals in that '
“;ummunity ‘who' favored higher taxes far common schcpls tﬂhugh not for a publiz y
high schccl. ' N 3 T ' :

vy
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A felated factor which Kaﬁz ignoreg in his analysis af the subsequent
vote against ﬁhe Beverly E;gh Schanl in March 1860 was. the tremeudeus amcunt

wﬁa may nat have been thaﬁ hastile per se to tha high schcal, prcbably were
_autrageﬂ Ea find a small minerity of their awn tawnsmen “subvert the wishes '

of Ehe majcrity by resar:ing to a’ stata law which had anly rarely béen evakéd
~beféreﬂ Ihis use aﬁkstate law alsa may have frighténed ciﬁisena from the
autlying areas even mare bacause théy*naw realized that ghe minofity in the ,;
town who. favored a strong centralized school system might in the future .

‘use some ﬂewly enaeged state law to grab power from thé 1ocal ‘'school districts ;
despite the wishes of the majnrity of the taxpaye:s. In ather wgrds, ‘to unders
CR szaud Ehe intensity and pattern of feeLings against the ‘high school in March
| 18605 iE is ne:essary to comprehend how the high school was originally c:aaﬁed

A secamd curious”item in the vote ta creata the high scheal was the

amendmeﬂ; to have it placed in the West Farms Distrigta—ane Df the,smallest
‘and leaat a:;essible areas of- the eaﬁmunity (see map af Beverly in 1875).
As the schaﬁl tépcft adﬁitte& after. Ehé ¢reation of the high Eﬁhﬂﬂl“‘

During the winter term, with one.or :wa changas, the number .
'continued 'at 17. It appeared upon careful inquiry that the
... diminution of the S¢hool at the fall term arose from the fact
“ that the Eatigue of daily. travel to and from a part of the town = _
so difficult to access, "as the West Farms, was found upon trial
to be too great for many of those children who had at the out Et
hoped and endeavored to enjay the advantagés of this Sahcal

- ‘o @sg_ .
!'Q: - _Iésérﬁ Map ..: ’

Dné might su ppase that the lacatian for the high school of the West Farms
,waé done in ader to obtain support for the high school fram the outlying
areas--~but this does not appear to ha?e been the case, éSpecially;sin:e the
indifidqal who made Ehat aﬁéﬁdﬂEﬂE éas not noted as a supporter of the high
sghaaLESB Nor can the reasan be that a 1arge number of studentg from that
area were p ,rticularly ingerestéd in attending the school’ since thgy did not

-da g0 once it opened o4 Rather, I 5uspect, that ;he appon%%ts of tHe school

-

s N

) . of bizterﬂess that must have been géﬂerated by this episode. Many individuals,f;,
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Vnet eerve the mejeriry ef the rawe well end weuld eherefere ebtein enly 11mited

' iﬁrereet from peren:e and. etudenre.z Perhepe, given the: eleeeneee of the votae

) . eE—Ehar meeting, “the eppeeente thought that rhey might dieeeurege eneugh

eupperrere of - the high eeheel by putting it in such an adverse - leeetien thet :
ir mighr even defeet rhe eﬁrempt to’ build the high eeheel In any eeee,'rhe
leearinn of the high eeheel in the West Ferme Dietriet ‘meant thet meet children -
in Beveriy had ‘only difficult access to het feeility at best. '
Iﬂ eeeerdenee wirh the deeieien of Msreh 1858, a public high eeheel

'ees eer up at Weet Ferme uﬂder the guidenee pf Jehn R. Beker,_ Gendideree
5

for eﬂmieeinn vere required to be twelve yeere of: ege, to preeent eertifieetee.
ef geed moral’ ehereerer §nd literery quelifieetiene from their 1eet instruetere,'
. and to. pass a eetiefeerer? exeminerien-ss o
The tnﬁﬂ Heé—elleeeted an eddirienel $1000 for the publie high eeheel.!

Thie was a mejer inereeee in eeheel expeneee!—ls 2 percent, The erpenee, .
of the high eeheel was an impertent part of the overall tewﬁ budger—-in
1858 it comprised 5.6 pereent of the total town erpeneee.sﬁ; :

© As ‘we saw eerlier the iﬁitiel decisiod in 1854 not te build a high
eeheel was’ net meinly an economic deeieien in the sense’ thet the tewn
eimulreneeuely inereeeed funds for- eemmeﬁ eeheele by - $1DDD The eeenemie
situation in-Beverly in 1858, however, may heve been- quite different. With
the economic dewnEurn in Eeverly fellewiﬂg the Panic of 1857, the town was
eucring back: its. everell town erpeneee—-eepeeielly in the area. of highﬁey

Vbuilding and repeire-57 In this new etmeephere of redueed eeenemie prosperity,

the preepeer ‘of having to epreed another $1QDD for a publie high school whieh
hed been fereed upon . then must heve angered many Beverly' texpeyere.'

Wheﬂ the town was detmting whether or not to eeteblieh a, Eiie high
eeheel, the prepenente eenfidently assured everyene that lerge umbere of
highly quelified students could be found. In ome school repert, it wee
hinted .that at least fifey erudente wnuld be ready to enter a new publie
high eeheel.ss A ' s ‘ -

The response re the high eeheel was a mejer dieeppeiﬂtﬁent. Initielly,

eﬂly 25 girls and, 8 beye enrolled and at the fall term that number had

59.

drepped to 17. . The second. year did not see a major increase in the number

o
-

T Eere
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ii_qf stgdanzs. f Hnt anly was the
buﬁ the g:ea; majarity nf them were fema;eg. In slmast all of the dabaﬁes
' about ;he value of a high S:hnal edu:atign, the stfess had been plazéﬂ,
implieitly or e:pliciﬁly, aﬂ thg edugatiﬂn of males.’ Yet wuch less than _
an average of" ten males attended ‘the high sghnal dufing the first twa yearé.

o Ihus, dgspi:e Ehe ‘high cost nf this institutian, the benefits ta the eammunity -

seemed mnfe limi;ed thau everi' : B . B ,

_ ' The sctive suppartgrs of the high szhnnl did not give up. .They’weré

 'canviﬁ:ed that the poor: location of the schaol, 'in the Wést ?arms Dist:ict,
. ‘accounted- for much of the low rate of attendan;e and suught to shift the
location of. the - high s:hanl at ‘the March 1359 ﬁawa mee;ing - Though everyane

.._pfnbably agreed that the WEst Farms 1acatian was not ideal ic’ was impassible

A-Ea abtain a majarity vote Ea mave it to any, ather lacatinn such as the Gtammar 
'Districs, Washfﬁgtan District, or the Sauth Distriet.sl While we caﬁnat be {
o sura af the actual dynamics of the vote 5in:e no record of the voters by name
’ :was ever taken;’it is likely that the appaﬂents cf the high s:hnal, still
bitter over the establishmgnt of the iﬂstitutian, blocked any effort to. move
'-it to a more gpﬂVéﬁienz la:atinn for those who favored it, The stfuggle for
Ehe lﬂcatign af the publig high s;haal was not siﬂply 3 contest bétWEEn the
putlyigg diszricts and those more centrally lccated since .the latter always
:'haifmaié than Eﬂaugh votes by zhemselves in the tawn ﬁeegings 6 wiﬁ any suehA :

.e;e§tigu 1if they were united. - . .

v "Tﬁg effnrts to relocate the Beverly High Schanl in 1859 had failed
Vfanﬂ‘ﬁith it any chaﬂce for great increases in Enrallmsnﬁs. The ﬁDﬂtanéfé?i
Vavéf Ehe Beverly High Schﬂal had not gone away. and the warrant. for’ "the - town
‘meeting in March 1860 Bfaugh; the entire high schaal matter befare the - '
: Eaxpayers once again' ' ' ' a

“ . _ To adopt such measures, grant such Sums of mcney, and
make such regulatians in regard to the High School, and _
other schools thraughaut the town, and act and gg anything
' faspeatiug the same as they may deem expedient.

‘m

C Thaugh therg is no. EvidEﬂEE that the nppanents of the Beverly High School
: had caucused ahead af time, Ehe backers of that institutiaﬂ, inﬂluding the'

- Ln
(I

=E9€al uumher ;of studEﬁts disappﬂintingly lgw;”;:ﬂ:i;



- 'Ba?arl"Ci:iaen aaught to dfﬁm up auppgtt far 1t bafara the maating. In a

Dn“ pfaiaad the Baverly High*Schonl.
Thig Schnnl ia*na 1aﬁga: an ezpe:iment af daubﬁful success

- 1f it ever was regarded in such a light. During the two. years -

- of its existence, it haa gained a character of which it may well
be proud. So far from p:aving a failure, it has accomplished
much in the right direction. Though hu: few have enjoyed its
advantagaa, yet the impfavamant made by those who have attended
to 1ts exercises, can but occasion no small regret that 80 many
should have baen deprivad of such appartuaitiaa.§3

ot

‘IE ia iataraating Eg note that avan in pfaiaing Eha high achﬂal, ‘the writar'"

was forced to aaknawladga that very faw individuals had made use of it.
Thua, thaugh tha parenta af the children gaing ta the high school should .
have bean amang ita staunchest auppartara,'thia aauld not hava ‘made much of-
‘a diffaraaea at :hia time ainca aa faw children wara enralled._
' Iha town maating mat on Hafch 12 1860 aﬂd selected tha town offiaiala
ffar tha :am;ng year. Than it turned to a motion by ﬁaniel Faatar (one af

“the Qppanaata of the high achaal) "that the town ratain the Schaal Diatrict;.ﬁ

System and that prudential Cammitteea of the several Schaal Diatriata be
authariaad to aala:t and aantract with the Taaahara in . the aavaral Sghaal
Districts for - the ensuing’ yaaf nb4
desire of the town to kaap the cantral of tha public achaala with the 1aaal
é;atricéa rather than with the town school cammictaa._
|  As the town did' not finiah its 1angthy agenda that day, it adjaurned
and reconvened on Harch 14, 1860. F. W Chaate, a strang ‘supporter of the
high aahaal, then maved that the high -school shoiild be lccated at the Armary
R Eal; Ear tha coming year. The motion was dafaatad.ss_ . _
Jaaaph Thiasell then offered the ‘following motion: - "To discontinue
" the: Eigh ‘School in this tawn and to request the Selectmen to secure _
diaiatareatad legal counsel to carfy the caaaGEQaEha Supreme Gourt 1f the
Ggase raquirad it, and- all the Expenses to ye paid by the Town Traaaurar!
‘  After a series of parliamentary manauvafa, the vote was taken and it paaaed

.249 to l43-—tha nawly araatad Beverly”ﬁigh School was dafaatad 66 Ih@ugh

pubiiahad lgtter to the aditar, nine days bafara Eha town meesing, "A Leakar ':;

The matiaﬂ carried and reaffirmed the £

eI E T 6w e r ieen e e et
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>af:awn mgeﬁing

: jjnurned faf 1uneh, matiaﬂfta facansider the vate an¢the E rlv;

ﬂ_{Bevafly High Sehaal 1@5: 144 to 187.67.; ST T e !»v ;f e /:;‘

Several things are ﬁarth natiﬂg abaut :q; vute ta abnliah the Bevafly

"

if'Eigh Schaal hgfara we dn a deeailed analysis of the actual pattern of vgting

=xfan ‘that i;sng._ Firat, Ehgugh Eaﬁs snalyzes the vate as-a refleetinn of these o

";wha fgvared or opposed a public high schaal it was more prnperly a vate on .::.' ;
+ - whether or ﬂat to :amply with Ehe state law’ which required a public high school

:far towns the sige of Beverly. This is a very impartant distinctian because
fthg citizens of Beverly nevar voted Ea establish publie high ‘school by
Ehemselves. It was only. when: they were faced with an indictment which Ehey
sagmeg destiﬂed to- lase :hat they. vated for the high schaal and éven then it

. was by a very close margin. As a result, Katz's analysis of- the aetual vate":

" As the

prabably reflects in large measure how individuala felt ‘about the idea of
l'daing samething blataﬂtly illegal——espegial;y when they were thfeatened with
manetafy penalties for failure to’ ¢omply with ‘the state law. _

' Sacand; though Katz describes :he-egnzrgversy surrounding the ébgliﬁian
of the Be@erly‘ﬂighchhacl énd the sa:iél'tensiaﬂé this revealed about the
lcgmmnnity, he did ngt emphasize that at the next town meeting (Mgrch 1861),'
- the petitian of H. E. Wbcdbegry aﬁd athers fof fEaastablishing the public
high s:haal passedﬁ—in large measure, no duubE’ because of the gantinued legal '
action against the tgwn 68 Furthefmnre, while the deci%ian to abalish the
-:Bevarly High School hsd evoked egﬁsidegable hastility and displays of anger
-.at the March lESO meeting, this was not t;ue af the Hsrch 1861 meeting.
Beverii Eitizeg described it: :

L

=

-

. The meeting was unusually harmonious and although several ‘ B
matters elicited considerable earnest discussian, yet the tome

and temper of the meeting was, such throughout as to be evident
. to all present that the "era of gaad -feeling" had arfived.:

In other words, while the rancor and divisian over the Beverly High Scha§F§§
"in March 1860 was quige real, by Har:h 1861 it had subsided. Perhaps the
citizens had sufficiently vented their anger and frustration againat the

‘minority of Beverly taxpayers who had tried to iﬁpcsé Eha high'sah@al upon - -



e

- school fund, but

themi “OF" mayhe they “had” resigﬂe& themaelveg to the" Eact that ngthing cauldf e

--be dang abaut this prgblgm since Eeverly was abgut to lnse in the enurts.
"_iin any case, . one gegs very misleading perﬂeptian of the .social tensians .

"within Eeverly by ngt realizing tha: the publiz high sehacl was r3§established
A7Tunda: relatively harmsniaug eanditians ‘one. year lager. T T

Thi:d, whexeas ‘Katz fueuses on the class tensigﬂs within Bever;y as the -
reasnn for the au:ragg againsz the publig ‘high achnal he negleets the . | -

) biEtEfﬂess that was engendered by having this ‘expensive public institution,
o which benefiﬁed very few childten and was “endotsed only by a minarity of the

tawn, farced upon Ehem by a° fattian af educatianal refarmers 1ed by some- H

_ 1@f the praminent cle:gymen. In an analysis nf %@g vote on the Beverly ‘High ©
. S:haal, Ehe Bgve:l”_Citisen

eaﬂfirﬁs, in part, this. latzer abservaticn-; } S -

The School Committee came in of cau:se for the usual "left
hand" compliments; the Ministers especially! - Though there were
but four, of them, out of a Committee of twelve-—still, as they .
have been longest in the service, we suppose they were considered, .
-on this account, the embodiment of all its sins. They were

. charged with having "rid out the appropriations" -and with
"riding over the Town"! What a lucky cifcugstanse that these
clerical Jehus did not live in witch times! ’

L]

Faurth ‘Ratz's ~suggestion tha: the taxpayers of Ehe cammunity were

‘concerned abaut the high costs af a public high school SEEEE quite reasaﬁable
.~—~especially 1n 1860. In both lS&A and 1854 when the 1ssue of a public

:high schaai was braught up, the cush ;aghe taxpayéfs does not seem to have f

been as serieus a prahlem in Ehe .gense that the town allacated even more )
mangy to the common schaals ‘at the same ‘time that it rejected the high sehauli
But when Ehé ﬁj:mrly High School was abalished in 1850, the $l@00 previously . ‘
allocated for i was not redistributed to the ccmman schools thraugh the general
eliminated altagether,7l This suggests that the economic

diffiaul;ies fac,ng the community in the late 1850s. encauraged a growing
c@gservaﬁism gma g Beverly Eaxpaye:s against any additianal expenditures.

Fifth, the '
cgﬁtraversy——esﬁggially in fegard to where the Beverly. High School should be

ssue . of. geagfaphy continued to surface throughout this

located. "Even after the re-establishment of the high school in March 1861
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7ﬁ”unde= relatively hafmaninua candi;isns, it was. still diffigult to settle this

‘-issue,72 Furthermpfe, :haugh much nf the debate Eocused on the 1acatian af
lggg high sch@al the b;ﬂéaa: aﬁﬁ mare impattant aﬁtaganism ‘wag prabably |

, E'Bvaflﬁha 1ssua of. spending sueh a large sum; fgr a tentral high ‘school

s @gégévby sa Fewr sgudentg) or expanding the aid .for common. schaals in- the

aﬁtiyiﬁg areas whieh received very limited puhlic Eunding begause nf their

: :size. It 1is very interesting to nate that in - the late 18805 when Frederick
1;:A. Dber wrate a shaft histary of Beverly, he aﬂalyzed the fight aver the
esta‘blishment c:f a publie ‘high school alang i;hese lines: -

=

e

- The Eigh S;hanl was not established until. after a canfli:t
of several years, the appnsitian ‘being not so much against- the
‘establishment of the school itself as. from fear that the money
_ devoted to its support would be proportionately taken from ° .

the various district»schaals, all of them being popular local" ,
institutions, and each 'with its 5peaial neighborhood attractians. .
The town had become large enough to be liable in law to : ,
support a High School, and some of its friends got so far out
- of patience in waitiﬂg for the town to establish it that they:
. had it indicted. This but intensified the opposition, which
"was then a decided majority, and they at first attempted to
: defend the town; bhut eventually yielded, though the school
.-wasg at first established at- EthWest Farms, at some . disﬁance
from the centre of population.’ : - :

' Finally, while Katz Bas stzessed the appasitian af thé workers ta thE ‘
Beverly High Sghual and tied Ehis in with ﬁhe shoe ‘strike occurring in that
cammunity at the game. time, thera are reasons to question this caﬁﬁectign

which was: based mainly on ennjezture rather: ‘than any direct evidence.. Thqugh

»thé majariﬁy of the shoe workers (as well as fiahermEﬂ and mariﬂers, etg ).

did favor the abolition gf the Beverly High: Schnal ig§was by no means as
unaniﬁaus as suggested by a class cgﬂflict inte:pretatian. Furthermore,
using the Beverl’ Citisen, which was. quite sympathetie to the strikers, it 1is

_possible to identify 5aﬁe of the leaders of the shoe strike in Beverly. Rather
than fiﬂdiﬁgvthe strike leaﬂers unanimously opposed to the public high_sghégl,

it appears that they ﬁeré evenly spliéﬁéhardly'an iﬂdieaﬁicﬁ of concerted
efforts by the shoe workers to. get back at the saﬂiaaeaanamiﬁ elite of the

k/. o .% ‘  _ | | |

Qﬁ%jf

%

town by appasing the public high school,

R
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Ihe—uniqua fea:ure ﬂf thg vote an Hsrgh 14, 1860 tﬂ abalish the Beverly

L.

' Eigh Sehﬂal was ;haz tha pasigiana af eg:h af :Ee 392 vbters waé fecarded by - _%_}

é?nsma by tha tawn ;1erk, John ; Bake:. This highly unusual praeedure :
: .-prnbably dene éa emphasi:e the seriausness of Ehe si:uaﬁicn and ‘to pravida .-v
?f o ﬁ3adequate da;umentgtian for "the tqwﬂ in the. eveut this infnrmatian was needed
ﬁ; f§f the Euwﬂ s defense in the courts. Iz ‘was the availab;lity of su:h
detailsd vﬁting infarmatinn that Eatz de:ided Ea analy:e the ﬁgﬂﬁrnversy in
] ”Eeverly sinze it Wﬁuld reveal the agtual taun split on Ehis issue.
ST o ?nllawing alm@st iden;i:al pfa:edures :a those of Eats, as much infnrma—
-v tion ﬁES gathgred on each of the 392 vaters as passible using the feﬂeral S
Amanuscfipt censua, tha anﬂ tax list of 1859, and the town re;nrds.?4
'Camplete -information on age, nativity, gccupatiaﬂ, wealth, ehildfen in 7” . )
huﬁsehald and lacatian of residence was gbtained for 370 of the 392 vetérsl75 ‘
‘ ' Before we analyze the vute to abalish the Beverly High School Ey _ a
findividuals, it is useful to place it within some :antext. Tbgugh nat
eve:yaﬂe answered the roll-call vnte who was present atsthe meetiﬁg, most af

T thoge present prabahly did.?s Caﬁpared to mast other town meetings this -

_ - one was unusually well attended. Yet ﬁat everyane eligible.tu vote in the
P caﬁmunity participated.‘ In fact, nnly 25.6 pezaent of the polls in the -

-cnmmunity aefﬁ%lly vated v Furthermare, thaugh Katz has made much af this i

were much 1255 likely to participate. Whi%e 32 B pereeﬂﬁ af the palls with

property vgted, anly 13.8 pergent of those withgut any. praperty vdtad.??

Thus, . ;haugh ‘the 15§ue of thé Beverly High Sghdbl attragtéd .a lot of atténtion
compared .to most other issues befare the gammunity, it did not bfiﬂg aut most
of the gitigansi—especially compared to turnout for state: and nazinnal A* _
“_palizical electians which usually attracted more than ﬁwiga as many voters
'_: as those who . appeared on March l& 11860 to décide the fate af the High S:haal.-
_ | In analyzing the voting behaviar of 1ndividuals, Katz EIQSSEEEbulatEd
- ' the data. In a:her words, hé simply calculated the percentage of voters
opposed ta ‘the Beverly Figh School by their wealth or occupation. Each ‘
independent variable (i.e. wesl;h, aacupatian,\at: ) was grQESQtabulatad
individually against the*dependeut variable (the vote on the Eéverly High

Ui
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allaw the-analyst to make valid’&nferen:as abaut the rela:ive impnrtan:e

ship of each of . tha indepenﬂant variables Ea thg dependent variable after

:ﬂntfalling far Ehe effgets of the»athar independenz variables.7g Ihus, we
will not, anly’be able to see. what the relatinﬂship is between the wealth af
:hg voter snd hisg pasitiﬂn on :he BEVéle High Sehaﬁi after enntralling far
EhE effezts nf the other variables, but also the felazive ahility of the ;’f
wgalth af the individual to predict his vqte ;nmpgggd to thgfnther gharagﬁér'stiﬂsaj_

of the vater An qur analysis. T e _
‘Using a :fngs-tabulatian of Ehe data, Ratz gsnsidered a variety of

explanations. af the voting behaviar af the Bgverly ‘citizens. on this igsue.
The prablem Ehrﬂughﬂut his analysis was :hgt ‘many of his. independentgvafiables

were related to eanh athez to aame degree aﬁd 1t wasg diffieult to untaﬁgle

their relative effeets using only zrassgtabulatian. Nevertheless, he su;;incgly

summari:ad his fiﬁdiﬂgs as:

L Far three-reasnns, then, the Beverly éit;zens vated to
abolish the high school: first, people, those without °
children especially, protested the raiging of taxes; ‘second,
the least affluent citizens felt that the high school would
not benefit their children; third, " they were hostile both to

. the wealthy leaders of the town and to the onset of .
_industrialism. The educational pramnters, who were by ‘and
large the wealthy and prominent citizens, failed to preserve
the high school because they advanced arguments unacceptable
to the less prosperous citizens and because they overestimated
‘their own powers of leadership. The supporters.based their

"pra—high school ‘arguments on mabiliﬁy and ‘economic growth;
what they failed to see was that their cwn Values were not
shared by the entire cnﬁﬁunity 8 ’ »

To analyze the vote on the Beverly High Schgal, six- 1ndegendent vafiablas
. were usedﬂ—age, nativity, Dgcupatiaﬁ, wealth, ahildren in household, and

geographic location. Man? more independent variables-were considered amd
used in other MCA runs, but this :emainéd thﬁ_basi; 1ist-far %Faviding us with.

i

‘the independént vgriables. 'Therefare, 4in this analyais, we will
usa mnlziplg ;las:ifi:atiqn anﬂlysis whi:h permi:s ta analyse the relatinn-

Ihe prablem wizh this ataatsti:al appraa:h is ;hat it daes not . U




N thg ﬂﬂst sugciﬁct gnd ye: :essaﬂably cumplete set. af variables far snalyzing
o :he patterﬂ of vating on the Baverly High Sehanl : o
. _ The. age nf ‘the vater wss used because it was hgpathesised ;hat ;he
L yqunger vatera ,may ‘be ﬁara suppﬁttive of the high schagl thaﬂ the glder gngs.
;:a © *7" The ‘cohorts af individuals in their tweaties and thirties, fcr example, gfew 1
‘ = up in a time when gfea; stresg ‘was- plseed aﬁ the value gf edugatianal refarm
by Eara:e Hann as well as by his :a—warkers -at the 1a;al level. Olde:
vatezs, on the aqher han&, gfew'up in Sﬂ envirnamea; which stressed the ,
value ai educatign, but ane ﬁhigh was much ;ess enthusiastic abcut.high s:hugls
and more - used- to having parengs pay far higher eduzatian ef Eheir children N
‘ 7 Ehan the publie. . S
'”f“;‘ 43- Katz fauﬁd almas: no differen;as in age between the supparters and
nppnnents of the High Schnnl..égis was confirmed at the 1EVE1-6f the _
. usimple relatinnship between the vote on the High School and ‘the age of the
: veter sinea the adjusted etaz was zero (far this an all ather referencas to ﬁ*;
the’ MCA, see tablés 1 and 2) Cancrulliﬁg far the cher fa:tars, hcwever,;':vz.

the age of the. vater bee“
muzh more cnnsistenﬁly likkly to support the Eigh Schaal while alder ones
it. 1In fact, after ;aﬂtsnlling for the other factgrs,._

8 mgch ‘mora: impartant. Yaunger voters were naw _

were more apt to appaae
;he age of the vﬁter was the third best predietar af his pasitian better,
fnr instante, than knqwing the Qccupatiqn of the voter. Thua, the advantage S

sinea the age—eah@rt affects af the vote are lost by simply cansidering class

ﬂ!EE.IlE

’ insért.Tableé 1 and 2 I
- Initially, had hoped to diazinguish in considerable detail Eha ,
differen;es in vgting behavior by the nativity of the individual. It was
| qui:kly apparent, hﬂWEVEf, that very few of the fareigﬁabarﬁ 1iving
in Beverly participated in that town meeting, The best one could da was
to subdivide the papulatian into these born in Massachusetts and those
barﬁ_ﬂuﬁsidé the(sta;e:(bu; most of Ehése_were bafﬁ in thé'Un;Efd‘States).
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" Age of Voter.

‘Nativity of Voter
L

~ Occupation of Voter

Wealth of Voter

Ehildr;éﬂr. i:l Haugghgld‘ A

, : Geégfaphiz Area

= ,2085

@"

©.0023

[.0692

- .0365

41795

1350-,kA,;ﬁa

. Beta

. .1606

.0359 .

1286

.1758

.3948

40393

Note: The Eta’s and szhave been adjusted for the degrees of freedom.
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PERGEHTAGE VOTING - FOR ABDLISEING IEE BEVERLY HIGH SCHOOL ON.MAKCH 14, 1860

Age af'Vn:er' R
. 2029 ﬁ ¥
© 30-39.
- 40~49
50-59
- 60 and_AEavé ;
Y I
- ‘Natvity of Voter:
- -Born in HasSaEhusetts
Other ‘

D:cupaziﬂn af Vaqef.
Herghaﬁt '
”Msnufagﬁu:er

"Ergfessianal and .
White Collar

Farme:
Shoemaker
Fishermen, Mariners

Gentlemen, No Gzcuﬁatiaﬁ"'

cher'

:_Wéalzﬁ of Vater;,'
o |
$1 - $999
$1000 - $4999
$5000 and Above

Class

60.2

62.8

60.2
9.0

? N

-

&=

4.0

38.5

50.0°

. 51.5.

39.5

73.2
71.5

75 19 :i'

53.8
60.2

67.8
67.1

49.3

Adjusted
Mean .

56!7 C T

59.9

160.3
;61 L] 2 B
o 81.7

63.0

56.9

L 53 ;.7! 3
52,8
55.1
(Es.s

68.8
70.2
53.8
62.0

68.0

65.4

" 50.9

34.3

- 2.1

Net

2.5

+19.3

+ 6.4

~:8.6

+ 5.6.
+ 3.0

cnass HEAHS, ADJUSIED HEAHS, NET DEVIATIONS, AND NUHBERS OF CASES
Lo (1 -'ABQLISEJQ = NOT ABDLISE) ~ :

N .' e
L

 Deviation

. Nu@be:;

- of Cases
N
83"
C8
98

61

50,
e =

337

33

- 26

12

38
41

123
29

13
88

146
140

- 69




. Children in Household:

’ .

- Nome

jeographic ‘Area:
. ".Bald Hil1l, East Farms
West- Farins .

Bass River, Dodge's Row,

~ Washington
‘Cove '
Grammar
Sauﬁﬁ

%

Class
'Mean

67,1

61.3.

.‘)

69.6

" 93.8

. 50.9

87.2

ED

69.0

haguseer
.o 5 Mean -«

66.4°

61.5

84.9.

90.0

42.6

57.4

‘ Net. .
Deviation . ' o

370

R



égtarun nativity: no. stfung hypatheses oo
- iﬁerg advanced on- haw the EESultS hay- g0 " One- passibility was that individuals'
- ‘born in Hassaehusgtta would be more likely to :support -the. High Scheol because -
}'!they'grev up in & state,partiaulariy nated for its edu:atianal dg@*' or
" and perhgps were, mgfé aztaehed to and prauﬂ af their community than iﬁg
'ifsameane barn elaewhere (af cnufse, “the’ measure af nativity is 80 :rud§‘that

4t dnes not gllaw us ény real precisign an these matte:s) The results

show that individusls bgfn in Hassachuseﬁts were morae apt to vote agaiﬂst

] the High Sehaalféeven after cantrglling far qther variables. Hﬂwever,

the nativity of the vater was a very weak azplanatary variable ave:all

. and cgﬁtfibuted very litsle o explaining voting behaviar.'

_;, Ihere is no ready or obvious explanatian far this pattarn af vating

behaviar. Ee:haps the individuals bﬂfﬂ in Massa;husatts ware ‘more 1ikely

~ to be 1ifé—lang rESidents of Beverly and more traditianally afiented than

those who had moved about duriﬂg their 1ife:ime in search of better ii;_gj.

eeanamic apﬁﬂrtunities.’ Again, given the great predaminance af those

born in Massachusetts and the lack af variatian, this did nat prVE to be

-as interesting a. variable as was first hypgthesized ' '

- " One of the mﬂfé interesting variables in this analysis id the Qccupatiaﬂ

af'thg voter. In arder ta explare this variable in cnnsiderable detail

_ :nngep;gal Eunsideraﬁians as well as the ﬁumber of individuals in each
.Egtegéf?; - It wag’hypathesized that vatgzs in certaiﬂ occupations such as
merehants, manufaaturérs, prafesaianal and white collar workers, and gentleméﬁ
or those.with no accupatian wauld be ‘more -likely to support the’ Beverly
ingh School than the shﬂemakers, fisherméﬂ, mariners, and farmers who wauld
be less likely to_see ;hat institutian as a necessary or désirable avenue'
. for theif childrea." _ R o
- . The results, after cantrnlliﬁg far the effects of the’ other variables,
gEﬂerally confirm the initial hypathésis. MEfchaﬂEE, manufacturers,
p:efessianal and white cﬂllagﬂwarkers, and gentlemen or those with no
occupation, were much more likely to support the High_SébaalyétNevértheless;
_iﬁ 1s also important to note that these individuals were often nearly evenly .

%4
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sﬂlit -on. the iSEuE. Faf e:amplef thgugh mueh has been made af the rale ¥
af ﬁanufagture in pramgting educa;iqn, half of’ them v@tEd agaiﬁst .
the Eigh Sghnﬂl gnyway—-gafaet whi:h wasg, nat altered by capt:ulling fa: g
ths athg:*sa:iaﬁgcnnumic variables._ Whether these parﬁieuiar a:eupatianal
grgups supparteﬂ the Eigh S:hnnl because of their desire tﬂ Séﬂd their awu

B ,,,:hildfen, their hupgg:g upgrade the quality af e&ueatinﬁ fn Beverly, or i

'feduce that figure very mugh

'their unﬁillingness En bpenly defy state law in what seemed & hapeless case,
'csnnat be asaertaiae& f:am the gvidence.' on suspeats fhat éspeets of all.

" three were certainly apera:ing with the .last one certainly part of  the

_ ‘zaﬂsidEfatiana sinee tha majﬁ:ity nf Beverly :itizens never.favared ehe

~ 'High Schgnl befafe EHE iﬁdictméﬂﬁ; ’ ' B

- While 73 2 .percent éf,the farme:s gppased the High Schaal Ehey were much
" less.hostile as-a graup’afte: we, cnntrailed for the effeats of their -
;~s§cia—ecaﬁamic charactefistizs (especially, I suspect, their geagraphi;

lacatian} 'Thus, while Earmers were hostile ‘to the High S:haal it was. less
a functian of their pgrtigula; pésitian in the ac;upatian strutture than the .

) The two cccupatiaﬂal gr?ips which caﬂtinued to be the mast hastile ta
public high schaal were the shaemakers and the fishermen and mariners.v'
Over saventy percent of Ehe individuals in these accupatians appased the B
Eigh ‘School and cnntralling fqr their other SQEiﬁ*EEEﬂﬁmiE factors did not
? Ihis isanat surprising sinﬂe Katz and athefs
have alraady emphasized that workers saw little benéfit fram the High School
campared to thode- in higher sc:iéﬁécﬂnamig groups. It is interésting, hcwever,

" to note that 25-30. percent of the;warkers supported the. High Schaal—-thua
_suggesting that Ehis was not an issue that pitted workers against capitalists
Cespecially since such a sigﬂificant pfapcrtian of merahants and msnufacturérs
~also voted against Ehe Eigh Schaal) ‘ Fufthermare, while Katz emphasizes °

the vgte af the shoe watkers agains% thé High School as a means of their»

p:atésting the- nature of iﬁdustrialldevelnpment in Eaverly, the fishermen and
mariners were just as Qppased to Eh& High School thaugh presumably théy were
less upset and affezted by industriaa éevelapmént and ‘the shae Etfik% af\%§50
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tﬁau Ehe éhoémskéfs. Thus; whilé the differenoes in voting buhavior by
occupazion are quiﬁo real and. persisted -after we controlled for the other
variables, it was not as stroug as ‘one ‘might have expe:tédf—;he occupation .
~  of the voter was:thé fourth best prediutor of the six indépendént variablési
oapi;alists in Beverly, as suggested by Katz, :hey were not so uniform as
to encourage us to see this issue as an example of class ounfliot in the
oommunitﬁiiusﬁéeially since most taxpayers of that cuﬁmunity had opposed
. the high school in the first place. S ' S :
' Another potantially 1mportauﬁ fautor in accounting for the voting
'behavior of Beverly oitizen$ was the amoqu of taxéﬁle wealth they huld
Using information f;ggiﬁhe Beverly tax ‘list of 1859 it was possiblé to estimaté'
the total wealth of the individual in terms of their personal and” ‘real estate. '
« Predicting the direution of the vote to abolish the High School as”

a Eunutioﬂ of the waalth of the voter is not obvious ffom a conceptual

!

perspeutiva- Bused |, the data Ea;; arguead that Ehu wealthier individuals
‘in the community supported the High Schoul in order to benufit their own
" children as well as to stabilize thu community. On the other hand, one
_might have speculated that the wealthié: individuals, after controlling for
the effeots of the other fau;ozs might have opposed the High School since
they would en&*up paying most of the Eaxes for thig iustitutiOn while many
of them could easily Afford to sénd their own. uhildren to a private acadeuy
The results indicate that theru was a diraut félationship bétween the
' Eotal wealth of the voter and thu likolihood that' he suppartéd thé High
Sghool——;hé more wealth an individual possessed, the more likely\hg was to ‘
Ivote for thé High School. Furﬁheruoru;_uéalth was the saooud best §fédiuﬁ6r“
of voting behaviof on the High School. ”Thué; for whatéve; reasons, thogé in-
Bévgrly who were mest 1ik£1y to pay for thé High Schoel throuéh iﬁcfesuéd ' t
taxes. were also ifs uErongesE supportérs-—ﬁhough again that felatiouship ‘
was by no means exact,. sin:e over a quarter of those with personal and real
. estate valued at more than $5000 also opposed the High Suhool. "
The presence of childrgﬁ in the household mighﬁ affect the way an

individual voted on the High School. Pre umably, voters with children in the

* | ' :éj‘-g' 1




. predict@r of a voter's position on the Eigh S:hoalrrwhecher taken by,it521£

-hausehpld wauld be more apt to support the Eigh .School since they might

want to make use of that facility for their own children in the future.?

Indaed, the MCA suppﬂrts this hypctheais-—votérs fram housahalds with some-

_ children in them were more 1ikely to vote for the High School. On the other

hand, the presence of. Ehildféﬂ in a hcuséhald was nat a strang predictor - -

of how an individual wpted on the Htgh School. o ’ o
- The fina;_variablé we considered was the school district in which the )

voter lived. DuéAEs the small number of voters from the smalléf distriﬁts,

it was neeessary to combine Bald Hill, East Farms, and West Farms inta one

category and Bass River, Dodge's Raw, and Washington igtg another. The Cove,

Grammar, and South Districts were maintainéd‘és separaté caiagariés.

Thg ‘school district in which the vatar lived was by far the single best

"or when included in the MCA with the other five indépendent variables. Voters
in the Ewaxlérgest and ‘most éencraliy lacate& districts'(in terms of population -
density) ;: the Grammar énd-thé°50uth,.weré_almcst evenly split on%the High '
School whilé those in the ochérbthree areas were overwhelmingly opposed to

5

the{High School. Especially hostile were the outlying areas of the Cove

and the Bald Hill, East Fa arms, and West Farms areas. o
The hﬂstilify of the smaller, outlying school districts to the High

vsgheal is nﬂt surprising in view of the eafligr discussions of the sectional

tensions among the scﬁéal districts in Ehat community. What is surprising-

i3 that Katz, using exactly the same set of data, did not even include the

- geographile differences as one of his three major p:edi:tafs of votiﬂg behavicr

on the H&gh ‘School. .
Thcugh the geagraphic division on the vote for thé High Sghoul reflected

' to some degree disagfeements over where the High Scheol shculd be lcaated, this

'was not ‘a major ccﬂaideraxion. Dtherwise, the Bald Hill East Farms, and
West Farms voters should have endorsed the High School in larger numbers
since the present Eigh School was located in the West Farms District and the

voters had again rejected any effort to move it to a more central location. .

J.Instesd;vthe nearly unanimous opposition to the High School from the outlying

dsitrigts reflected: their bélief that the tax dnllars cauld be béttef gpent
i 335 4 . - =
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.on imprqving their common schacls rather Ehan Eupporting a public high school

'-whi:h served so few students and their bitter anger against the small minority

e of edu:aticnal promoters in Beverly who were seeki g tc impcsa their wishes
for a more cangfalized and more hierarichal schaol systém on everyone else

by b:i;ging an indictment againsﬁ the tqggi
. . .
Thus, though the vqtefs of BéVérly rejected their Public Eigh School

on March 14 1860, Ehe cguses of their action are much more complicated than :

inizially suggésted by Katz. They did not reject popular Edutation since they -
. had steadily increased their suppaft for common schools thraughaut this

period.- Nor did the social elite af the aammunity build the High SEhQDl fgrl.
- the benefit of . .their own Ehildfén Siﬂﬂé .-most Beverly Eitizens had opposed it

- all along.l Instead, a small, but effattive, group of edu;ational promoters,
‘'using the state law which required.towns to build high schools, tried to force
the taxpayers of Beverly to build a public high school. Though they succeeded,
~ Ehe bittérﬁéss this aﬁgenderé& as well as the Eontiﬂuing feluctaneé of Baverly

on Mafgh 14, 1860. stever, under Ehe continuing pressuré of the stata law
%ﬂd the efforts of tha aduzatianal pfnmotérs, the town cnce again re—éstablished
the High School in March 1861. Whilé thé struggle over the Baverly High School .
does not reveal the type ‘and dapth nf-:lass tensions suggasﬁéd by Katg, it
does point to ‘the complex efforts' of communities to expand ﬁgéir affering of *
public edu:ation not only at the level of the common schools, but also at

the level gf high schools.

(I (_‘ i’
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Michae . Katz, The I;aﬂw af Early Schael Rgfarm Eduéatiaﬁal

;ggpvatggn,iﬁ,ﬁid— ineteenth!CEntury Mgssaﬁhusettg (Gambridge Masai, 1968)

5 7
' ; The bcak is widely c%ted and used by édu;atianal historians taday—ﬁ
egpecially by those with a new left orientation. F@r.example, see Samuel
‘Bowles and Herbert Gintis, Schooling in Capitalist America: Educdtional Reform
_rggg;ggg;ggnt§§éi§;igns-@ﬁ’Egpﬂ@gig Life (New York, 1976), pp. 155-156.
3 Katz, Irony of Early School Reform, p. 19.

T .

Diane Ravitzh, Q'e Revisiaﬂists Révised A Cfitique af the Radical
Attatk on_the Schggls (New York, 1977) s '

Katz's interpfetatian “of the Bévegly vote is still rgutinely accepted
by most. edugaticnal histarians Far example, see. Alexaﬁder James- Field,
Ecanami: and Demagfaphic Detérminants af Edugatianal Commi tment : Massaﬁhusatts,

1855, Juurnal of Economic HiSEDE?, 39, No. 2 (JunE 1979), 439-458.

Carl F. Kaestle and Maris A Vincvskis, Educatian aﬁd Soeial Chang,ﬁin :

NinetaenEhECentury Hassachusetts (Cambridgé, England, 1980)°, pp. EDBEZBZi
7

Field,: "Ecanamig and Démagraphic Daterminaﬁts af Educational Cammitmént."

9 ‘Bowles an& Gintis, Schaclin:rin

Ca italist América, p._lSé

10 Faestle and Vinovskis, Eigca;ian_;gé_;g;};%ﬁChangg, PP. 246=247. .
1pid., pp. 9-27. -
12 1pid., p. 335.

13 Albert Eishlaw, "The American Common Séhaal Revival: Fact or Fancy?"
in Industrialization in Twa Systems, ed. Henry Rasavsky (New York, 1966),

PP. 40-67. _ | I | i\n%

14 -On the préblemshef the qualityvaf educational data, see Kaestle and

Vihovskis, Education and Social Change, pp. 292-302.
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15 1hid., pp. 46~71.
Y gince the data on the length of the public school year for 1859-60
' for Beverly seemed erratic, the infgfmagibn for-lSSE—Sé vas used instea&-

17 The data on thé 1ength of Ehe publia sahacl .year for Salem fnr

1839~-40 was an anamaly-ﬂthérefnra the infarmatiaﬁ from lEADsél was us;d
iﬁatead.
18 por the data on school expenditures, the information from the published
annual Massachusetts Board of Education Regarts'wére used. These “igures ’
4 : underestimate the actual costs of publiz education singe Ehéy do not iﬂglude .
the cost of constructing or renting schaal buildingsi ‘_
19. This entire issue is complicated by the fact that there 1{s a switch
~ ,ffam male to female school téaéhers during these. In the fafthcaming work

on Ehiaﬂtcpiai the shift tgwafd fgmale education will be greatly éxpanded‘

20 The early manuscript reports can be found in the Massachusetts State
Library in the State House in Boston. . v-‘b
21 | ' - o

" The infarmstign on school expénditures by district in Beverly can be

‘found in the published annual Auditor_ Reports af Bever;z

22 Expenses of the Town of Beverly From March 1843 to March 1844, p. 8.
Ny I ' — T —
23 Beverly Town Meeting Reeards for March 4, 1844. These records are

located in the Clerk's 0Offoce in the Beverly City Hall.\

24 Katz, Irony of Early Schcol Reform, pp; 23-27.
25 Beverly Town Meeting Records for-March 4, 1844.
26 144,

27

On the Beverly Academy, see Edwin M. Szane History of Beverly Frnm
. Its Settlement in 1630 to 1842 (3§étgn, 1843), . pp. llS—llS
28

Sge maggsztipc Beverly Schgal Reports in the Massachusetts State

Library.
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29 ‘Baverly School Repaft far 1352*53.
'3Q Eeverly Town Meeting Recards Ear Margh ‘14, 1853_
. ¥
31. Beverly School Reparﬁ far 1853=54. '
32 '

. It is not clear from the existing records exactly why the Beverly

. Academy was" clased in 1854.

3 5 itizen, February 9, 1854.
3 Ibid., March 4, 1854;
33 Beverly Town Meeting Records for March 13,~185&.
35 | : | X
. Beverly Town Meeting Records for April 3, 1854.
37 B§v§§1v7§%§;§5ﬂ,:Apfil~9,'1853; April 16, 1853.
38 Beverly Town Hééﬁiﬁg Réeards fat March 13, 1854,
39 ' '
- 40 Beverly Town Hee:ing Records for March 2, 1855.
41 Eeverlj Schaal'Re?afE for 1856=57.
42 Beverly Town Meeting Records for March 10, 1856,
43 Ibid., April 7, 1856. ' o L
44 . - ) err_A. . R °
- Ibid., December 1, 1856.
45 . e . 1aze
Ibid., March 10, 1857.
6 Ibid.
7 . . )
Ibid., July 11, 1857.
“® 1bid., July:6, 1857. . . - : .
. 49 ,Ibiﬁ.; September 15, 1857. < |
% 1bid., October 18, 1857. .
51 Katz, Irony of Early S;gcaiugefﬁrmj pgfﬁﬁi
22 peverly School Report for 1858-59. é
. ¢ . .
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53 Bevérl}} Town Meetiﬁg_, Records for Dc;@?\:e:r 18, 1857.
154. Beverly School Report for 1858959;‘
_55..;:id! R
56 Iﬁ;’flditars Eighteenth AnnualfRepart of the Town af Beyg;lv, 1858-59.
57 Baged on an énalysis ;E)tawn expenditures from ISAD to 1860.° |
58 Beverly School Repgrt for 1856-57.
39 Ibid., 1858-59. | .
%0 1bid., 1859-60. D |
61 Beverly Town Héeting Records far March 1358.
2 1p14., Marah 12, 1860. [
63 peverl Citizen, March 3, 1860. E o L o
64 Beverly Tawn Meetiﬂg Recards for March 12, 1860.
5 b4, March 14, 860 | o i \
iéé Ibid. - §§.< o T ,
; 67 Ibid - . I
68 ] Ibfr;a., Match 1861. |
9 Bever1y Citizen, March 16, 1861.
70 4.
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72 1b1d., april 1861.
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= frédefick A. Dbér, "Béverly," 4in Histarv of Essex Ccunty, Massaﬁhusetts,

74 Katz used the tax records for 1860. These haﬁever could not be - 4
1lge ated in the Beverly City Hall due to the disorganized ccndition of its

tax. recatds. Therefore, the 1859 data was used instead
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73 Gcnsiderable effart was mada Ea link thé data so that while Katz

. matched records of 343 of the 392 vaters, my effarts increased the 1inkage ‘
to 370 of the 392 voters. ' ; '

76 Bev érly Town Meeting Reaafds far Harch ¥, 1860.

77 Galcularéd fram the lBSE tax data and the fetards cffthé vote an_zhe

Eigh Szhgal. C o o . 5
78

Fatz, Irony of Early School Reform,. pp. 19-20, 272-279.
_ - — R ,é ] : . a
79 F§f1§;deszripticﬂ of multiple classification analysis, see Frank M.

Andrews, J.N. Mbrgan, John A._Sanquist, and Laura Klem, Multiple Classification
Analysis (2nd. ed.; Ann Arbor, 1973). ' | ' |
80
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1 rea1{§: that. this is the Tast comment and therefore I w111 try to
be as br1ef pass1bTe I am going to try to provide a social science
: react1an to the papers presented tdday and expand on many of the F1ne remarks
" of. Prgfegsor Jackson. In my comments I WTT1 focus on three broad topTCSga
fresearch design, statistical techniques, and conceptual issues. In the area gggg
of research design, I will d1scuss the definition of a commun1ty, the number
of communities studies, the type of cmﬁmun1t1es studies, the context of
~ the communities being investigated, and the method of ana1ysis w1th1n
communities. In talking about stat1st1ca1 prab1ems, I will facus on the
advantages and d1sadvaqtages of using cross- -sectional data, "the. prob1ems of
small sampTa size, and the use of multivariate anaTyses Finally, on the
- topic of canceptua1 issues, ‘I will. consider. the ethnocultural apprnach to
politics, the use "of life course ana1y51s and the interaction between
quantitative and qua11tat1ve approaches to the study of the past. .
This conference is QFQaHTZEd around the-theme of "community studies 1n
urban education." Though all of the papers fit ‘within this broad rubric, it
is often unclear exactly what is meant by the authors when they use the
words "community” and "urban". Are they simply referring to the Bureau of
1the Census deF1n1t10n sf urban? Or do- ‘they also 1mp1y a sense of cammunity .
}w1th1n ‘those urban areas? By not specifying what one means by those terms,
it is difficult for the reader to be sure of exact1y what the authors’ are
try1ng to say. - Since Barbara Finkelstein has already gone into this matter
in her earlier comments, I will not duplicate her eFForts but mereTy r31nfgrce
her point that this is still a major shcrteam1ng of most studies in urban and
- educational _history. _
: Even if one can define a cammunity or. an urban area, we then need to
decide which conmun1ty or communities are to be investigated. The answer to
this question, of course, depends on what we are trying to investigate.
Unfartunate1y, mnst studies in urban or edu¢at1cna1 h15tary have not paid "
very much attention to this problem. In fact, the concept of a “contro1"!s
- which is such an integra1 part of the soc1a? sc1ences--has barely penetrated ,
the histarica1 profession. One cannot make casua] statements about changes over
time unless one has created a control. Let me illustrate this basic prchem

by review1ng recent deve1apments within the field of urban h1stcry P
~ . .
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American urban history b1a$somed'durﬁng thé 19565 and 1970s by dbawing‘

- upon the p1eneer1ng efforts of 1nd1v1dua]s such as Stephen Thernstrom . The

field has been :haracterized by the study of a s1ng]e commun1ty such as
Newburypart .Springfield, or- Omaha. On the basis of an 1nd1v1dua] community,
urban historians are prone to talk about the effects of urban1zat1an and -
1ndustr1aTization on the 11ve5 of the peap]e in those communities. But there
is no valid way in which they can make such inferences from a case of one.

o You need variation befnre you can untangle ‘the effects of d1fferent Factnrs ’

[

Dn the 11ves of individuals. You can get that variation by studying d1€férences
w1th1n a community or ‘among ccmmunities, but you cannot ‘obtain it by treating
Newburypcrt or Hamilton as a whole. It 'is heartening to see that several aF
the papers. at th1s canference have been built around an exp11C1t compar1san

of different communities. Thaugh for certain issues one nght focus on a single

canmun1ty, genera11y ‘the type of questians most urbah and educat1ana1 historians

cmmmun1t1es as WETT as var1at1an w1th1n a cnmmun1ty
Even if a researcher: has planned to include several communities in h15

or her analysis, it is still necessary to deche wh1ch ones to include. ‘Many.

of us simply pick communities- that- are nearby or ones in wh1ch we have

: relatives with whom we can stay while doing the research. Thaugh can51deraticns'

su:h as these are 1eg1t1mate to some degree, they should never dictate our

~ .ultimate researeh des1gn Instead, we need to ask Qurse1ves what questions
' we'are trying to answer and then select the comMUn1t1es appropriate for that
"~ that task. [ am pJeased that several of the papers at this conference have

- followed this prgcedure{of site selection. For examp1e David Ment's study- DF

schoo] segregation started w1th New York City and then 1nc1uded two other

-communities that had different experiences with schoaT desegregation. The
" - question about his research design is, of course, whether New Haven and New
ﬁ'Rochelle are apprapr1ate comparisons in terms of other 1mpartant factars such .
- as pru]atTEn size and economic deve1apment Would Chicago, Boston, or

*Phi?adeTphia, for instance, have p Tjﬁnwded better controls?  In any case, the

important point is that we need to select the communities we studj on the basis
of their functional relationship to our overall research questions rather than
' 7

=
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§1mp1y bezause cf their canven1ence or 1ntr1n151c 1nterest for us. o

In this regard urban and educat1gn history has been severely handicapped,
by the type of areas that have been investigated. Part1cu1ar1y'1a¢king'are
any comparisons of rural and urban communities. How can we discuss ur?an
development unless we know something about ;hanges in the ;auntrys1de? Far
example, Michael Katz's 1nterest1ng analysis of the impact of urban1zat1an
and industria]ization is fundamenta11y 11mited by facus1ng on only one
cannmn1ty=—Ham11tan -Ontario. Unless he also 1nvest1gates deve]cpments 1nm ]
~ the réest of Canadian society, how can he be sure that the: changes in the 11ves
of peep1e in Hamilton are due to urban or 1ndustr1a1 changes rather .than to
general deve1opm3nts in Canadian society? If Katz is ‘interested in ascerta1n1ng
the 1mpact of 1ndustria1 and urban deve]cpment on Canadian 11Fe he should have
1nc1uded at least one or two rural ccmmun1t1es in the same regTon whiﬂh might
have served as appropriate controls. S1m1Tar1y, Ted Hershberg s large-scale
study of Ph11ade1ph1a in the n1neteenth century would be- greatly 1mprﬂved
with the add1t§an uf some rura1 communities for. cnmparative purposes. ; ,
| To illustrate the prub1ems af 1ooking only at urban or rural areas by <A
-themse?ves one can turn to the F1e1d of Amer1can‘h1stor1ca1 demngraphy
* -One .group of schc]ars {s investigating the reasons for the decline in urban
fert111ty while another group is cans1der1ng the decline in rura] Fert111ty
What mnst of them have never considered is ‘whether the de¢11nes in both-the =
rural and urban areas can be exp1a1wEd by genera1 changes in Amer1can society
Pather than the ﬁart1cu1ar exper1ences of either rural or urban areas. Indeed
in. my own studies of fertility decline in nineteenth- century Amer1:a, I have
| found. that the para11e1 ‘decline in both rural and urban areas is a reflection

~of overall shanges in American suc1ety rather than. s1mp1y the prcduct of " the

decreasing ava11ab111ty of farmland in rural areas or the grow1ng cost of ra1s1ng
children in urban areas. R o - b
Sometimes, as in the case of de:11n1ng Fert111ty, rural and urban areas
experience parallel developments; but oftén rura1 deve1apments and urban ones
may bé quite d1fferent as in the case QF n1neteenth =century educat1ona1 trends
- As Carl Kaest1e and I have recent1y argued there are real d1fferences 1n rura]

. and- urban educat1on in nTnEteenth ~century Massachusetts that have been genera11y
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igncred by'dtheﬁ scho1arsi‘ As a resﬁﬁt I woqu suggest that the next time »
that someone organ1zes a conference on trends in urban education, they should
include at 1east one or two papers compar1ng those trends in rura1 and urban
areas. g

" Another ser1ous shartcoang of most cmﬁﬂun1ty studies in. urban and
educatign history 1is that they do not p1ace ‘them in context. Almost all of
'the :mnmunTty stud1es that have been done simply describe the soc10-econom1c
-charasteris -ics of- the1r particdﬁar community without even try1ng to- compare
them to tﬁe other communities in that area. .Thus, when Stephen Thernstrom
analyzed Newburyport, he d1d not devote any effort to trace the sog1o-ecanam1c 
or demograpth deve1opment of the rest Qf Essex County or oF Massachusetts.
‘Yet he argued that Newburyport was a rather typical coann1ty A few years
later, in his book on Boston, he changed his mind and maintained that A
Newburyport was not that typical after all. -Thernstrom as well as most other
scholars in these fields should try to p1ace their part1cu1ar community or
Eommun1ties in a broader sett1ng In a general sense this is re1at1ve1y
1néxpens1ve since published state and federal censuses provide considerable
comparat1ve data that can be easily used. Unfortunate1y, there has been almost
" no«impetus within either urban or educat10n history to place cammunTty studies
within th21r broader env1rgnm3nt even when it appeared that the overa11
'ccntext might affect the functioning of that community.
. When Carl Kaestle and I decided ‘to do a study of nineteenth-century )
-Massachusetts educat1cn we first examined the education trends in the state
as a whol~. Then we ana1yzed educational data cross- sect1ona11y Far all
communities in that state in 1840, 1860, .and .1875. Finally, we looked at Essex
County in greater deta11 and selected e1ght communities on the ba51s of -their-
socio~-economic and demugraphic structure for closer. scrutiny. In those
eight communities in 1860 and 1880, we drew samp1es of about 10, DDD 1nd1v1dua15
in order to obtain more detailed information on 'school attendance. Thus,
our entire project was designed from the beg1nn1ng to aT1ow us to study 1nd1v1dua1
“and community edUcat1dj§1 deve1upments within the broadest possible context. v
In other words, I am aﬁbuing for a nested researghfdes1gn thatr permits us
to place 1nd1v1dua1s within their env1ranment It is not enough to use two
or three ccmmun1t1es§-thaugh this would be a major step forward for most stud1es-—

1
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we must eISQ p]aee them w1th1n their preper centexte A]mest every one of the
studies presented at this eonferenee gequ benefit by having-the, authors -
p1eee them within such a broader eentext--net only for the. benefit of the -
reeders, but ‘also. for the1r own Bnderé%ehd1ng of their: findings. Dtherw1se,
we will 11terei1y end up w1th dezeﬁs e§~1seleted case etud1es of edueet1one1
deve1epments in:urban areas -in much. the same unfortunate way thet urben
h1stery hes deve1eped Y ) '
’ Theugh many, if net meet of, the queetione ra1eed by urben end edueetien
, h1steﬁﬁans ce]1 for a .comparative’ study oF d1fferent .communities, there are’
inetances where onegwents to FeeuJ 0N deve]epments within a particular ’
‘f_cemmun]ty In th1e 1tuet1an it 1;;1mportent that .we consider ne1ghborheed
effeets whenever pees1b1e » Ironieeﬁhy, most studies DF communities treat them
-_ as. hemegeneeus ent1t1es and draw randem ar systematic semp]ee of 1nd1v1dua]5
‘w1thout trying to eneTyze the pess1b]e effects of living in a particular part ;’
- of thgt eommun1§¥ aﬁﬁeeentTy, scholars in the area of survey research have‘_
found that contextiial variables ere very 1mpertant in understanding how
- 1nd1v1dua1s behave. S1m11erty, some h1etor1ce1 work is pe1nt1ng to the same -
‘ need for. contextual variables. . For example, when Tamara Hareven end bi stud1ed
- -individual-level fert111ty differentials.in Beeton in 1880, we discovered that
the. Ir1sh in South Boston end in the South End behaved very d1fFerent1y even
'efter eontr0111ng For the efFe:ts 'of the ether ver1eb1es Pe]1t1ee] etud1es

” Germen eemmun1t1ee beheve d1fferent1yetheﬁ these 11v1ng in more heteregeneoue
= cemmun1t1es We simply must begin to test the possible “importance of ne1ghborhood
efFeete on’ 1ﬂd1v1duals wﬁenever possible. Severa] of the papers in: this cenferenee
have pursued this eppreech Thus, David Angue s analysis of edueet1one1
‘ deve]opmeﬁts in Detre1t tries to take ne1ghberhoeds into account when he ana]yees
the political battlee over education’ in that cemmun1ty ‘But we will never meke
:*pregrese in this eree until. ‘urban. end education h1stor1aneﬁeeﬁ' wledge that -
1nd1v1due1s mey'%e strong]y 1nf1ueneed not only by the1r ownaQnQéona1 eheraeter1st1e
but also by the type of neighborhood in which they: live. ’
In genereT we need to pay much more attention th our research dee1gne
to, mekine suwe thet we are eemper1ng ‘the eppropr1ate graups and eett1ngs in order
to answer the queet1ons we seek to enswer For exemp]e Don Mert1n and William




Bickei campare the educatfanaI exper1ences of ear11er ﬁnﬂ1grants w1th thgse.s:;-
: nf contemﬁurary b1ack chi?dren in Pittsburgh This 15 a faseinating and '

S I

o ‘uséful uﬁdertaking, buQ.it woqu have been even more appropriate to 1nc1ude

A‘. a Enmparisnn af both 1mm1gpants and blacks 1n the éariy twentieth century

!E11 Time :nntext m ght be very 1mpartant sa that the edusatinﬂﬂ] and
u::upatiana1 Qppartuniti in Pittsburgh seventy years ago m1ght be qu1te

'".if-- différent _than those ta lay. Therefﬁre, any conclusions. reached about the

experiences of garTier 1mm1grants and cantemperary blacks. may be as much a o - N
refTectign of. the changéd canfext of the P1ttsburgh environment .as: 1t is _g o
" of different attitudes tgward and treatment of immigrants and b]acks 51m1Tar1y,
Marjarie Murphy s interest1ng Ppaper on’ the origins of- pub1fc eiementahy
schna] teachers in’ Chicagnr1s enhanceﬂ'by her attempt. to cgmpare them tD _
New Yark teachers “Yet .one also needs . to rea]ize that part nf that dﬂfféFenEE 'Af
is regiana1 and part may be a function of city size.. In my nwn work on a -
campar1san of Miﬂhigan and Massachusetts female school teachers‘?n the ant5s
o bellum periad I found strgng rura1-urban d1fferences as well" as regional -

différencés Therefére, the aﬂprupr1ate camparative framewnrk for Murphy' s .

!ana1ys1s of Ch1cagu teachers‘maybe should also 1ncJude a. miﬁ-weﬁ%ern rural and. ,

~ urban sampie wh1ch wauid he?p us to untang1e the 1nteraet1on of these var?cus _"
f'ac;tar%s. SR S : CL N ‘ |

- In trydng to des1gn more effective praaects urban and éﬁueation h1star1ans  ~,:

- needitﬂ ook mgre to expef1menta1 Tesearch des1gns, WE need: ta match SubJEEtS

aiang certa1n persaﬂal and ?am11y character15t1cs 1n order ta introduce better
contrais in our ana]ysis.A For example;, Pau1 R1ngeI s data cou1d becnme one,

" of- our most fmportant sources for- the understanding of the effects of - _ .
andustrial ‘education if he were able to create some apprapr1ate ccntre1s Thusj\'f

. E he might ccmpar& his: data on- the graduates of this prngram with thase whu . T

*i entered it but did not graduaté. Dr ev&h ‘more interest1hg wau]d be tu Fa1]aw
%he brﬂthers and sisters whﬁ did nat part1cjpate in th1s phogram -in order tc
see what happened to them. In this _research, dES1gﬁ one would be abie tg cantr§1 _
?ar the effects of FEmi]y backgraund in. attempting to test the Jmpact of - B }f
1ndustria1 educatian ;»Histcrians need to desfgn their prgaacts to take advantaget
ﬂ? the appraprzat: ccntro1 grﬂups 1n crder tn m1n1m1;e background effe¢ts \%3 .



_"in trying tu-aseert31n the 1mpect et the 1ndependent veriab?es that ere being
_j:tested . : . , : _ e , S
: S0 fer we ﬁéve eeneentrated ‘on’ the reseereh design [ ,urban and educatien

o *_’histeriens. ‘Now-let us brief1y consider some of the s 'tistiea1 issues

suggested by the pepers et this cenfetenee Much ut the work in this f1e1d

R TS besed on eress—seetiona? dete.; That is, it is an analysis of the” reTetienship

_,BEtween verisbIes gethered at only one peint in tjme This type eF ana1ysis '

Tyg frequently used, hewever, to make inferences about the reietienship of the v

¢ varfables over time on the streng essymptien that the cross- seetiene1 dete B

) ’seetiene1 aéa?ysis found a streng reTatinnsh1p between the 1ength ef the

RS 1Y dees net neeesseri]y prove thet the 1ength ef the" pub1ie seﬁen1 yeer din

represent adequeter ehenges over tim . . For examp1e ATexender Field has ~
‘recently argued that common- SGhne1énm was the result of commercial and

- industrial deve1epment Using the 1ength of the pubTic seh901 as his. 1ndex -
'Aof cammnn schee? retnrm (wh1ch ineidenteTIy, 1s not a goed measure of - /~s.,--“

+ Horace Menn s reterm_etfertsf he-empieys mu1t1p1e regressien ene1ys1s to aseertein :
_the reTetienship between the Tength of the pub11e school year and the socio- - o
- economic ehereeteristics of all Messeehusetts towns 1in 1855 Theugh hfs cross- - -

-pub11: sehee1 year~ and the cemmercieT and 1ndustria1 deve1epment of the tewn,;

v Masseenusetts was inereesing the most 1in the mere industrialized and eemmercjej'f
towns between 1837 and 1855 In fact, CarT KeestTe and 1. feund that the length -
of the pubT1c schee1 yeer was aetue11y dee11n1ng in the larger and econem1ceﬁér‘ff
 more- deve1eped ereas, but it wes,inereasing in the re1at1ve1y undeveieped : '
- . rural eammun1ttes during these yeers,; Thus, the Cross< seet1ene1 re1et1ensh1p
TS this pertf%%1er s1tuet%en gives,us a very 1neceurate picture of the trends .
~in educetiena1 deve1epments ‘over time.;'~" : -,-.:*,:' P "5)?7; ' s _
" SJmTTar1y, one has to .be cerefu1 in Teek1ng at,any eress—seetioneI re1et1en— oo
ship if there is a pess1b111ty that seme seTeetive meehen1sm sueh as migration o
'mey efFeet the resu1ts; For example Jehn Rury*s anersis DF the re1etignsh1p S

fbetween urban deveTnpment and feme?e edueet1cn needs to eens1der that young,

;-"wemen dsue11y mevéd,te cities te werk and thereby ert1fieie11y deereased school.

ienre11ment rates for urben eh11dren while 1nereesed ‘them for rureT eh11dren whe éﬁ
) r%;efned beh1nd to ettend schee1 “In Essex Cuunty, Carl Kaestie and I d1scevered
: _;fgit ynung STngTe women eften meved te tommundtfes sueh es Lewrenee to work -

H - £
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rrether then te ge to sehee1 there. Ae a resu]t the edueetiene1 stetisties
. ;vffer thet enmnmh1ty euggested ‘that a mueh Tower prepertien of eh11dren ettended
}igtve*fe”schﬁn1 theﬁe than 1 we’ sfmpTy 1eeked at’ the ehi1dren whe actuelTy = , y
I grew up in thet eemnunity rather than. moving - to it -during then‘ teenage _yeers.
v 1 : The denger of having reeu1ts distented by se1eetive mignetien is quite i
"eennmn _when- werk1ng with eress—seetienaT data. ‘But the prebTeme caused by -
{=se1eetive migretien are net equally severe in 311 1nstenees. Fen exemp]e,
: when Frank Furstenberg, Ted Hershberg, and ‘John Model1 produced the1r _f
'pinneering art1e1e on: the trensitiene in een]y edu]thned in Ph11ede1ph1e, they
. did not eens1der the peseib]e distert1ens due to se]eetive m1gret1en._ SJnce |
_’they TQeked at thé petterns of school attendance and TEben teree participation,
thie 15 a serious prebTem. If they had feeused on ‘the rates of eh11dbeer1ng,
' hnwever, ‘that distunt1en weu1d have been much 1ees significant beeeuee se]eetive
‘*ﬁﬁgnet1on dbee not appear te affect marited ferti11ty as much as school..
geing Even if one is. unab1e to make enéﬂicﬂrete estimate of the extent eF
'r___the bias due to ee1eet1ve m1gret1en, one should at Jeast be aware of the =
. direction and of the pessib1e magnitude of” that b1ee in erdln to temper the
':finferenees thet are made frem suéh eneee=seet1ene1 data- Idee11y, of eeunse,’
_ rether than relying on ereee=seetiene1 eetimetee et 11Fe .course events we wou]d
'V,]ike to follow the experienees ef en eetueT eehent as they age.: If 1eng1tud1neb N

ef the distert1ene due te :ress—sett1ene1 enelyeie by eenstnuet1ng entitfe1ai
‘ xneeherte besed on severa] crees—seet1ens ef the pep&iat1nn at d1fterent time * .

:per1eds. In, the cenetnuet1en of the ert1tic1e1 nherte, espe:1ei1y ter eﬁa?l ’ ;'
f‘geegreph1e ﬂE!ps the pese1b111ty of dietertiens due to ee1eetive m1gnet1en o

remain theugh we are more ept to be. eensitive tn them because we’ would detect

“the egeagreded pettern QF net migratien in or eut of thet eree.:x;

' - Another stet1st1ee1 issue that we need te consider is .the entire. matter

,'eF semp11ng Theugh histeriane heve 1nereaeing1y turned to eemp11ng, they -

hive usually done S0 witHEUt the benetit of any knnw1edge et semp11ng theeny .

For e;empie, mest of the studiee deneﬁin unban{en education hietery ere based o
. ‘on rendhm or syetemet1e samp1es of census data. Th1e is -a good- preeeﬁune T
'_xgeneral1y, but 1n eertein cases one- mjght went to modify it 1n erder tn meke
‘ .éértefn perticu]ar segments ef theapepu?at?en are edequete]y represented in the o

s

b - .‘ = * B : b =




’sampie ?hus, if. one were de1ng a cemparisen of the Irish end the Genmans
S fin the Nertheest in the nineteenth eentury! it m1ght be necessary to emp]ey
e - W d stratified” eamp]ing to 1nsure eneughvéeﬁmane in the semp1e, We 5
' 'Zneed to’ decide ahead of time whet we - are trying to test and then te design V§l§;-
o our samp1e in erder to ebtein adequete numbers for that purpose.’ Usua11y )
‘historians take a randem or systemetic samp1e of the- papuTatien befere even o
deciding uhich subgreups ef ‘the pﬂpuiation are geing to be of partieu]er B
. interest to them. - : - : S
;t,’ C 1Eesfdes werrying about ebteining the right number of eubgects frem our
. Z:Asemp11ng, we also need to eensider the 1mpaet of eampTing error on our »
" results. Perticulerly in ‘the field of urben h1stcry, the questiun of semp11ng
‘errerghas not been thereughly eeknew1edged Many of the 1mportant F1nd1ngs '
in urban hietery today could be the product. of sampling error rather than"
of any. genuine: diFFerenees emeng the peﬂu1at1gn The ‘samples drawn in much
of. the field of urban histery are s1mp1y too sma]T For. exemp1e Peter Kn1ghte >‘>>
L ee1ected a semple of 385 people for each pf his time periods in h1s investigation
of ante-bellum Boston. . Though. the samp11ng error on.the 385 ind1v1dueIe is
. already quite’ Ierge, 1t becomes even Targer when he further eubd1v1de5 h1e
‘population in erder te do separate analyses on the fere1qn bern and net1ve ,
pepu1etien. As a result we cannot pTace much confidence in his cene1u51ene
un1ese they are Fe1nterpreted in the Tgdht of the prebeb1e sampling error =
(and of eeurse, the preblem ef measurint .error eempeunds ‘the drFﬁ‘eu’lt’les -
a-eSPeeiaTTy fer histerieaT wark where the measurement error is 11ke1y te be v
‘ “much h1gher than for® stud1es QF centemperery issues). ) :
A Even those studies wh1eh eseepe the. p1tfa11s of a tno 5me]1 semp]e size
‘may suffer from an 1mprnper1y des1gned sampling procedure. Stephen Thernetrem s
| analysis of see1al meb11ity in Bosten ‘1s badly marred by the fact that his
isemp11ﬁg precedure varied so greatly ameng the .different time per1ed5 ’
Veriatiens in the pepu]et1ens sampled might we11seeceent Fer mueh of the trends
e'»-Feund by Thernstrem. Censequent1y, mueh of the firetfgeneret1en resu1te in
f‘. urban h1stery willi-have to be d15m155ed because of the feulty way in which the
_semp1es were drawn, ' . L - “
' B Seme hieterians try to ave1d all of these semp11ng preb]ems by werk1ng




: enly uith tetel pepu]atiens Thnugh one ie usuei]y very g1ad te be able,te

;§;%;¢’;; werk with tetaI pepu1itiens rather. than: samples due to. the- absence of semp1ing

. )

errere, it is usually not a- judieinue chofce from an ecenemie perspective ' ;n‘,'_¥g
if you are dee11ng with a. lenge pepuTetien.giFurthermere, even in the: eese '

-~ of total nepuletiens, one’ hes te be’ careful thet ten muen 1nférenee is not -
5 made“on the basis of very small nﬁmbers._ Too meny historians have made veny

streng stetements en the basis of five or ten 1nd1v1dﬂe1s when th%re is reasnn

- tp suspeet that the results may be euffieient1y unsteb1e that a 1arge pepu1atien

Lo

might have y1e1ded rather different resufts. . A ’ :
' Theugh;nest of the conference papers have been rather eerefu1 in their |

- handling of samp1ing, a féw m1ght exercise epprepriate eeut1en due to.the

small number of 1nd1vidue1s in thein sample after they have subd1v1ded the
pepu1etien into quite distinct categories. 1In those instances it ‘would. be :.
very. he?pfui for the authers to warn the ‘readers of the dan egs eF draw1nge\
- too etreng 1nferenees en the basis of 5ueh 11m1ted s Ted#g Unfertunete1y, ‘j i
most readers tend to-accept the.validity of: a]mest 33§Pnumbers placed befere

y them without esking wHether the samples are too small to werrant the

cene]ueiene they seek te-attaegktn these data. = 2 . . :

- Once the issue of samplin has been rese1ved, it is st111 neeeseeny te
deeide whet stet15t1e§1 techniquee sheuld be emp1eyed UntiT very reeentTy, e
most hister1ens have been’ content to.rely merely on a cross- tabulation of ‘the
date‘Er on the use nf s1mp1e eerre1et?en ene1y51e The trend now, hewever, o
-is te employ mu1tiveriate teeﬁniques sueh as mu1t1p1e regrees1en ene1yeis
er mult1p1e c1eseif1eetinn analysis. In generaT th1s has been a weTeeme and
a.neeeseeny sh1ft but there have been some eneme]iee along the wey - For examp1e,iie

. in e very strange ‘and heated excnange of Tetters in the H1etery Edue§tien

rly, some hieteniens were actually angu1ng for' the merits ef cross-

| tebu1at1qn over” muTtivariete ene1yeis (the. entire 1esue was eenfused by the- Faet

that the multiveriete ene1yeis wes ‘not presented as e]eer1y as it sheu1d have-
been) “Though the 1ndévfduaTs in-question have since changed their minds od
the~va1ue of multivariate eneiysis, tne pubTﬁceT1en of this debate in a preminent
hieterieeI jeurna1 is testimeny to the growing pe1ns of all of us in the: hietery .
prefeseion as we meve frem the mnre simp]e deeenipt1ve statis;1es to the mnre '
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cnqngfeated mu]tivariate techniques. ST . : .
- The advantages of. multivariate anaiysie beceme more. deiaus when we are

7ii1§E7dee1ing with edmpTex issues. For instance, I am currently doing an analysis
: 3;§f %!g pdiitics of abortion in the U.S. Cengrees during the 19705 Thcugh
- one ght eusaect that party atfi?iatidn is an 1mpdrtant predictdr df hDW :

’ ;“faniy 43 9 pereent df the Demncrats vated ter the Hyde Amendment (te eut dff s
n_fEdere] funds for abertidne) in June 1976, “that apparent difference diseppeered
entire]y once we cnntrd11ed for the impact of the other variab1esf-eepeeia11y '
°fthe vating pattern of the Representaf%ves on other issues and their Yé1ig1ﬂu5'
affiliation. Thus, mu]tiver1ete analysis can he]p us to detect which variables
are really geed predittdre even after taking into cnneiderat1an other. tactdrs .
'“and which ones’ only seem to be good predi:tdrs but d1m1n1sh 1n 1mpdrtance 7
enee we . edntrni for the other ver1ab1es ' '
previded by the debete en the nature dt warker dppu51t1dn tD the BeverTy o
High School on the eve of the Civil War.. Michael Katz's pinneer1ng ana]ys1s ‘
of the impoe1tidn of sehen] refdrms was heev11y beeed on an intensive ana1ye1s
“of the decision of Eever1y citi;ene to ebd]1sh their: new1y treetﬁa H1gh Schde1
Katz contended that the three major explanations for the ebe11ehment of the
< High School were that peepTe without eh11dren prdtested the re1s1ng of taxes,
 that the least affluent c1t1eens fe1t thet the high school would. not benefit
their children, and that the werkers were hostile to the ‘wealthy leaders. eF
 that newT,y 1ndustr'ia’lizing eﬁnumty Though Katz had considered. the geagraph*ne
var1et1dn in the veting as a pges1gte.expianatian he abandoned it in favor df -
- these dther three factdrs=—prnbeb1y because he aesumed that the 5ect1dnay
s : differendes dﬂ]y ref1ected ‘the deeper social tensions w1th1n that cemmun1ty "My
\ own reane1ysi§ of the BeVEr1y High SeheeT*F1ght is producing very d1FFerent v o
;resu1ts besed on a moré intensive reeding of the,primary ma;er1315 aswell as .
the uee;pt mu1tip1e e1assifﬁcatidn ana1ysis Rather than being mainly a struggTe
_ between those with children and those w1thdut them or a fight between the’ Tess
'atf1uent and more aff1uent memgers of . that community, it appears that the sect1dne1
,fd1ttereneee in BeverTy were‘bnyer the best predictor of* voting behavior on the.
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High Schon1 even after cantre]?ing for the other variab]es.‘ The debate gver f 
- the BeverTy High Schonl was in 1arge part ‘a sectional division W1th1ﬁ that ..

, cammunity over whére the High Schoo? should be. 1Qcatedﬁps well as whether it -
_ should have been built in the First p1acei' In ‘other words, more saphisticated
; _statisticaT techniques can then pravfde us with a clearer picture of thé‘
b reTative strengths of our predictnr varﬁables than simp1e ;rqss tabu1atigns
. of that same data. IR = - L : :
_' On. the one hand I W u1d 1ié!ita encaurage mare peap1e to use: sqphisti:ated
L muTtivariate téchniques n their studies On the other hand, I need to warn -
'311 of yau of -the dangers of trying 51mp1y to. use muTtivariate techniques withaut
: _rea]1y understand ing what they mean. - The prabTem is that taday s computer
' technaiﬂgy makes it poss1b1e for anyane to do- high1y saph1st1cated analysis
‘ without even the mﬁst elemenatary Uﬁderstanding of the stat1stic31 assumptigns
:Vunder1y1ng those prncedures. Furthermore, the way-in. which many peapTﬁ pub115h
fithe results of their multivaniate ana1yses make it difficult 1F ‘not 1mpassib1e
; ta evaluate the va]idity of their procedures, . . R g : ¥
| An example of the stat1stica1 problems assnc1atad w1th an- imprgper ‘usuage
of multivariate analysis is provided by the work of. Calin Forster .and G.S.L. -
, Tucker.. They wrote a baak on the de:Tine 1n wh1te Fert111ty rat1cs in the

: Mm :

"af Farm?and was the major reascn Fgr the dec]ine in Fe#ti11ty The1r ana1y51s
is based on cross-sectional regressian analysis at the state level and seemed -
perfectly respectable on the b351s of their published tables. Since I was

- deeply involved in this debate and was highiy susp1c1aus of . their results 51nce
ithey had not bothered tg include such patent1311y 1mpartant factors as the ‘
~:educatianal 1eve1 of the papuTatian I decided to rerun their data fgr_ISEQ and

‘1869 using more appropriate measures. . . o L

In the process of redoing Forster and Tucker s regressiﬂn ana1ysis, I

_.unexpegted?y discovered all sorts of difficulties in their statistical assumptions,

:Far example, it turned aut that their medsures of urbanizatiﬂn and farm develop-

‘me't were so highiy correlated that their4§egression equat1ans suffered from

mul 1c3111near1ty Furthermare, the number of cases they had in their ana1yses
"nweri sq.smal1 that the presence cf any gnusua1 values cau1d greatly distart S




théir Findings Indeed this nceurredibecause they‘had 1nc1uded the Dakcta ~

x:_ana1ysisi_ We cannat and should not simply  rush cut ta do muTtivariate ana]yses

fsimp1y because they are FashiunaBIE or even dESlPab1E un]ess we understand some

'af the basic assumptigns under1y1ng them.

.number af cases are further brnken dnwn by reg1nns or some other subgrﬂups
so that the’ F1na1 N' s.1n same of- the1r runs Became~dangerous1y small.

‘Some of these statistica] reservaticﬁs m1ght app]y to the studies .
presentgd at this conferencé, _The: authars shnu1d far examp]e, double-
check their data to make sure that nut11n1ng va]ues do not d1st¢rt theﬁr

-findings—-espeﬂia11y if. tbey are using a very sma11 numbér of cases, Th1s |

becnmes all the more 1mportant because some . of - the studies with a very Timited

/ $ou are prabany wondering if- hﬂstur1ans are: unusua11y .
1nept in hand]ing stat15tics_ Let me assure you. that though historians. prcbab]y
do trail the ather SOC131 sciences 1n the use of soph1st1cated stat1st1cai

: teshﬂiques we are by no_ means alone. In fact, I would argue that’ the entire

' ”!'f1er of educat1on 1tse1f is part1guiar1y weak in the use of statistical analysis.

For exampie, the Educat1nna1 Testing Service racent1y completed an 1ndepth
anaTysis of threa departments (psy:ha]ngy, chem1stry, and h1story) in twenty-

' - five un1versit1es and ca11eges thrcughgut the United States One of the 1ssues

”they dealt with was the relationship between the . qua11ty of research and the 1
quaiity of teaching in those institutions. They came uprwjth.a very stirt}ing:,i',;4
, canc]usign——that there was no re1at1ansh1p between the quality of teaehing'and
:the qu311ty of - research This F1ﬂd1ng was quickly d1ssemfnated thrdughcut the -
: académic community through the Chron1c1e of H1g_§r Education as we]T as in.
'numeraus presentatians at various academic gatherings inc1ud1ng the-. Amer1can

Hﬁstar1ca1 Assac1atian Everyane accepted their F1nd1ngs as carrect - but no

'Tane bcthered to 1ook c]gseiy’at their actua] ana1ys1s ThE resu?ts were béSgg':

‘i: . 5, .' . 5, ) é . . ,\gi L

':TEF?ftDE? in- their*ana?ysis which had a very high sex ratio since 1t was main]y o

S an ahmy garrisan af 311 white maIES Once these statistica] problems were
;'1roned out as well as some conceptual’ 1mpravements made, the results came out .
_::a1mcst the. oppasite of: their findingss—the avai1ab111ty of farm1and was no 1unger‘_'

~.. . the. pcwerfui predictor of white fertiiity d1FfErentwais that they had found. |
. In qther wnrds, mu1t1variate ana1ysis is no panacea—-it needs the same kind of .
'fcarefuT and thaughtfuT usuage that we erdinariTy assume is a normal part of any

%
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..on twentyefive casas and thars were indicatians that one ar twn of thsse wara

. outliers which may havgﬁgeen responsible for. shifting the ‘regression- 1ine. to -

~+ ‘fndicate that ‘there wa$"ho re1atinnship between teaching and research quality.
Sincé the returns from the universities and colleges were nFten of quite
unequai camp1etaness ‘they ‘should have 1nvestigated this mattar in more detail
to. maka sure that the out1ying cases’ werk not simpiy the result of ingilaalete
returns ar“ﬁécuiian to certain types of institutinns. .In athar wnrds,,, N
ﬁynu ‘have only twenty—tiva cases you need-to Took at aath of them vsry carafu11y_
(and not just tha outliers) in nrden to make ,sure that the’ inferences -one

makas from these data ara justitied Part ot ‘the reason that tha histnry of

education has nst been much mora sephisticatad in 1ts use of statist1ca1

F1n311y, 1at us turn to my 1a-v_gsnara1 tap1s-—cnncaptuaiiaatian Many
paapia canfuse the use uF quantitative matania]s with a social scien:s approach.
fBut social scienta is not 51mpiy the use of numbansa—it 1s tha cnnceptua1iaatian
_ _ and tasting of- hypnthasss. Tnc often urban and education histanians have <
' ’  devoted tramandaus -amounts of tima .and anargy on data gatharing and analysis '7
. ‘fwithnut adequately trying to cnncaptua]izs the issues thay want to investigate. )
-~ "+ One of the waaknsssas nt the recent efforts by urban and education historians
is that thsy often undertake. intardiscipiinary topics without: raa11y trying
‘ _ tta undarstand what scha?ars iﬂ the. other di. r:1phnes are dning For example, : ’
N 'educat1an histnnians have debatad at great 1eng,h th xpolitics of early school
rafnrms w1thaut trying to raiata’th31r wnrk to similar efforts done by pniiticai
scientists and . pa1itica1 historians. In fact, the ama31ng thinn is that so
much of" aducatinn histnry is fnsused on politics, yat schniars in this area
rarely investigate these 1ssues direct1y "Thus, Aiaxander Field studies 1nd1rect1y
,the support for Hnrata Hann s rafnrms by. ana1yzing the detenninants nF the ,
K1angth of the- public schaai _year rather than trying to investigate more. d1ract1y,
Cas Carl Kaest‘la and ‘I have just dgna ‘the support fnr Mann S effnrts among t’
1agis1atars whn were ‘called upon to enaét his measuras Funthermnre Many 0
the recent studies of the pnlitics of cnmman school refcﬁn almost totally nagiett;
. the (?:nrtant paiitica1 and reiiginus CDﬂtFDVEFSTES which provided the setting
. _ oA




T Neverthe1ess, I prediet that the next generet1en

~v‘w1th1n whieh these edu:at1ena1 battles were Feught In our; analyeis ef

d—nineteentﬁseentuey edueatiene1 pn11t1cs at the 1eg1slat1ve 1eve1 ‘carl - .

| Keest1e and I found: that the best predictor ef support or uppos1tian ta o
_ Horace Mann's refnnms was a member S po]itieef effi]iet1ens-seﬁ!§h1ng whieh
_irmnet educetien hietarians have e]mnst.tqte11y neglected: Messaehusetts ' x
' “Demeerats, ‘unlike most of their Hh1g eeunterparts Feered Harace Mann' s referme;"”
f b scause of their greater fear of any centra1ized power within ‘the state even ’

there was no concrete evidence that the power was eurrenth;beihg misused

) jin any way In ether words, to eemprehend the batt1ee’aver Herece Mann's

eefenms, we need to censider the political climate and debates within that

- stete on ether issues besides educational reforms. Hister1ens of educet1en
cannot afford a pergehial appreeeh to the studg of pol1t1ee—-we must -
:greintegrate ourselves with the other diseipl1nes in trying te~qule1n n1ne—v

teenthﬁeentury social refenms. A . ;
: SeveraT pepers at th1s eenFeeenee reveel a new w1111ngness to 1eek et

Perticu1er1y interest1ng are the efferts eF David Angus te exp1ere the

'antebe11um Detroit school wars by cene1der1ng whether an- ethnocultural appreaeh

first developed by political hister1ens may not provide us with a better
Feamewerk for ana1y51s than the predominant class conf11et model mnst educe-
tional historians still emp1oy, what 43 exe1t1ng about Angus s paper is that
he tries to see whether a broader apd a ‘more cultural approach tu the study r ? v
ef cenf11ets over schooling may not be more epprepriate -Yet .one mue alsofl S

be careful thet as we bhorrow from ether scholars that we are fu??y eware effwf‘
the ehertcem1ngs of their appreeehes as we11 as the1r strengths Thue, wh11e(;

; genera1 sense, it hes eften been F1awed in praet1ce The def1n1t1ene of most

pel1tica1 historians of p1et1em and r1tua1ism, For instance, has been qq&te

i crude and mis1eed1ng Similarly, the use ef stat15t1es to test the ethneeu1tura1f!.

eppreaeh to the study of politics in the pest has .been Tess than sat1sfectehy

upon. some of the better aspeets ef the new pe11tic etory; will develop a

'breeder eppﬁﬁaeh to the study ef the politics ef edueat1en than hes been eeh1evedf

so far.

fducatien h1ster1ans drawing ;
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Anether examp1e ef where urben and - educat1en h15ter1ans sheuid spend , L
i:» mere time on eeneeptuai1zat1en 15 in the’develnpment ef eeeupetiena1 1nd1ees.- o
v ‘Most of the pepers at this cenferenee which categorize eeeupetiens simply adept-
one of the céamonly used divisions such as the ones by Stephen Thernstrom. - ,
or Michael Kate- Yet mest of the authors are not suffieaently concerned abeut X
the validity of these eeeupetienei scales. Even urban histerians who etten .
!-, have’ been. neg1igent of other methede?egiea? and eeneeptue] prebTeme, are
more seneitive to the difficu1tiee of using these eeeupetienei ‘scales. than
are edueetien hietnrians. Fﬁi}examp1e, the re1at1enship between white ee11er
and b1ue en1ier workers in 1840 is not neeeesari]y the- same.as in 1860.
whiTe many northern femaie sehne1 teaehege left the c1assreem in the 1840s
to seek emp15yment in’ text11e mills, the situation hed changed dremat1ce11y
by 1860 when werk1ng eend1tiens in the mills had deteriorated while theee
for eeheo1 teaehers had 1mpreved——et least reTetive1y. S1mi1er1y, there is
a mejoe change during these years in the ecenem1e ene sec1e1 status of ehee -
workers, as- meehen1zetien begins to downgrade skill reQUirements in that
\Xndustry after the 18505._ As a resu1t it is d1ff1eu1t to 1nvest1gete shifts

Ain QGEUpetieneT ‘mobility ever time by using the stetie eetegeries that heve Qgen f“

deveTeped. This is a serious problem that has net been setisfeeter11y
reee1ved I do not expect thet educat1en histeriens should suspend their werk _
»until they or someone e1ee eett1e thése ieeues (eepec1a11y since I suspect , '
- that some of these preb1ems will not.lend themselves to any ‘simpte solutions),
‘but [ do think that.education historians should at least acknowledge the
eerfoueness of the prob1em and speculate on_ this ;1ght affect the1r overall
1.eene1usiens. ‘In studies where the oeeupet1ene? e,tegerization of the population
is only a eeeendery 1seue, th1e may not be of sugh critical 1mpertenee, but
i1ﬂ these stueies in which oeeupat1ena1 see11ng’35 of pr1mery interest, as in
- several of the pepere at this conference, it is utmost 1mpertenee thet ‘the
“authors dea] direet?y and epenTy with the re11ab111ty ef the eeeupet1ona1 see1ee
they-have adopted. : ' .
The second peint that needs te be mede in regard te Teber force pert1c1!'- v
| pation ts that we must get away. from the s1mp11st1e re11ence on u51ng only the ..
' occupet1en et the head of ‘the heusehe1d to categorize a’ fem11y s eeenem1c '

f‘; *
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7 s1tuatien He need te deve]ep seme weys dt sumner’ising the re]et']ve ecdnnmidc.
o situetidn ef each f3m11y which tekes into eeeeunt the eges, sex, and accupetien

i

~of e11 the members and not just that ‘of the head of the hnusehe]d.A In: an-
essey on the Iebur force perticipetidn of WQmen in Essex County in, 1880 w1th
Karen Mason and ‘Tamara Hareven, we’ tried to, deveTop a family werk/ennsumptidn
index to supplement the economic 1ntdrmat1en we have besed only on the ;3’
oceupatidn of head of the hdgsehe1d Thnugh we are nat setisfied with the
finei form of dur week/ennsumpt1en index and eneeurege others to’ 1mpreve updn
1t I wduld ergue thet the construction of it is going in the right d1rectien
tdnceptua11y and that severe] gt the pepers presented .at this ennferente m1ght N
benefit by trying to develop their own economic ene1yses e1eng these 11nes
As we try to deve1ep weys of study1ng the 11ves of 1nd1v1duels within
the eentext of their femi1ies and their edmnmn1t1es we will need a broader
framework then that of the 11Fe cycle of individuals. Sdme schd1ers heve

-df suggested the need tnr family steges but this is a tee 1im1ted view of

family 1ife.A Instead I would: suggest that urban and education historians
shequ Took at the new deve1dpments in the area et 1ite course (dr life span)
eneﬁysis in psyeheiegy and: sét1d1dgy for gu1denee. In fact,- severe1 fem11y
histeriens have e1reedy ,begun to ineerpdrete these- ceneepts in the1r own reseereh

‘: in a way thet ties in very n1ce1y with the transitions that h1stnn1ens of

education are 1ikely to focus on such as school entering or.school leaving.

~ Rather ‘than simply replicating the current stud1es on school attendance, educet1dn

h1sterTans need to reth1nk this 1ssue frnm a 11Fe course’ perspeet1ve in drder
. to be abTe to ene1yze sehdenge1ng frem a more dynamic perspective.

As my final 111ustret1dn of the need for a better edneeptue1izet1dn ef
the issues, I went to drew your attention to the opportunities for 1ntegrat1ng
behev10re1 and’ 1nte11ectue1 or eu1tura1 eppreeshes to the past. - Too many A
h1steriens Fave been engagdd in a fruitless debate on whether we sheuld tocus S

. on the way peep1e ectue11y ehevEd in the past or' on the way in wh1eh ‘they

peﬁeeived their dives and env1renment. In fect I would argue that the most
exciting and challenging areas fdr Future reseereh will be—these whieh try to

: 1ncerperate elements of both behevidre1 and ettitud1nal appreeehes te the pest»

rether than Focus1ng on e1ther one of these by themseTves
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Particu1ar1y 1nterest1ng-are the Aareas where people's pércept1ans ef

‘i]*snmething does nat match the reaiity of it w1th1n their sgciety - For exampie,'f

T Faund that thaugh most adu]t co1an1a1 New Eng?anders felt that they were.
‘1ike1y to dié at. any mament their chances of. survival especia11y in _the FGFa1
'areas, were actua?1y quite high The prcbIem then is to exp?ain why 1nd1v1du315 !
.misnerceive their own. reaiity and huw th1s misperEEptiqn aFfects the way. '
"Athey order- their lives. 4 v '
N In-the area of educatiunaT develapment there has been a great deal of '1
_,cancern lately about the adverse effects of: adaIescent Ch1TdbEEP1ﬂ§——ESpECTE]1y
on the _educational afta1nment -of the mnther and her futuﬁx§nppa?tun1t1es in .
the Tabnr farte. The prgbIem of ada1escent pregrancy has commonly been ?eferred

", to by bnth ‘the news media and. pdb?ic offic1als as an “unprecedented ep?dem1c"vﬂ

_‘which requires immediate and drastic action Yet my own work on. the pn11tics
;oF adoTescent pregnancy in the U S, Cangress suggests that the rate, QF teenage
. ch11dbear1ng peaked in 1957-—uver twenty years ago. ' Furthenmﬁré there has
- been a steady décline in adolescent childbearing during the 1960s and 19705
" Yat the U-.S. angress passed a. hast11y wr1ttgn and paar1y de51gned Ada]es:ent
E'HEETth Services and Pregnancy Preventian Act “in 1978 becausé of its '
'm1spreceptian QF the nature of the probiem of . adolescent pregnancy today. Aga1n;
. the cha11eng1ng 1ssue will be ‘to study the.1nteﬁ3ct1gn between the rates of '
‘ *ad@Tescent pregnancy and our pgfcept1ons of them in arder ta understand how
" gur :u]ture has reacted to yeung people today . ’

AT
v" ¢

Degp1te my résa]ve ‘to be br1ef I can see that I have aTready exceeded !
v my allotted time and %our- patience in mak1ng my ccnments on the’ state of ~
research in this broad area. 1 would simply Tike to close by congratu1at1ng
the authors af the papers presented at th15 :onference on- da:ng a fine job

gand providing us w1tﬁ some new 1n51§hts and new d1rect1nns in understand1ng

- educational. deveIcpments in urban Ameriﬁa Thcugh my comments have been

- focused on, the methodological and cﬂnceptual problems in the area of urban

) and edu;atian history, 1 am. cnnF1dent %hat these issues will be sat1sfaster1]y
resa1ved as the next generat1on of scho1ar5\tack1e many .of the prablems that
~wé are alT 5t111 trying to dea] w1th in DQQ%EEQ‘WDFk



