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’The purposes of th1s paper are to rey1ew the 11fe p1ans of a samp1e of\\

10N 1ncome, rural youth to re]ate these p]ans to theJﬁeeds and requ1rements _

5f' for ‘the. successful enactment of adu]t ro]es 1n the mode;ny,1ndustr1a1 sooﬁety,”~l‘

and to explore the var1at1ons and d1fferences in the life plans L}fe plans !
/

‘are conceptua]1zed§ps 1nc1ud1ng those asptrat1ons and expectat1ons that re]ate

: to s1gn1f1cant 11fe events or goa]s that w111 have a maJor 1mpact or one's

; 11festy]e and T1fe chances More spec1f1ca]]y, 11fe p]ans as: used here1n

1.

avncludes educat1ona] aspirat1ons and expectat1ons occupatnonal asp1rat1ons [

| and expectatlons, expected age at marr1age, expected number of %h11dren, and

-

4the des1red pJace of. res1dence S Sy

After out]1n1ng the methodo]ogy of the study, the soc1oeconom1c background' o
;of the . respondents and their fam111es is br1ef1y descr1bed We then turn»to a",k
summary of the 11fe p]ans of the youth dea]1ng separateky w1th b]acks and wh1tes 57,

fema]es. *An effort is made to direct attent1on to the extent to

tm'wh1ch the S ted ]1fe p]ans of the youth seem 1nappropn1ate for or unsu1ted to
‘the needs of a,modern, 1ndustr1a] soc1ety We then attempt to exp1a1n the

_ var1at1ons in’ the 11fe p1ans of youth by 1nvestxgat1ng thefiactors assoc1ated

w1th d1fferent1a] educat1ona] p1ans, age at’marr1age expectat1ons, and the 11ke;f,‘h

¥

yf'The paper concludes w1th suggest1ons for ass1st1ng rural youth to develop

f(ﬂ_p]ans aporépr1ate for the modern wor]d 1n wh1ch they w111 11ve .

[
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at narr1aoe eﬁpéét -ﬁ H[';

'here/they\would 11ke to

/

/depressed areas A 1o,k at a few background factafs shozld better'de

%7 the respondents and he1r fam111es i rHe parents of the 5cudents have a faﬂr}y'

. ! ) k . ' / P
‘/éy.jfﬂ Tow 1eye1 ef educat1on.; Among wh1tes,‘about 85 percent of the fathers a34‘3

gy B e salon!

80 percent of theiwothers had not f1npshed.h1gh school Amdng b]ac

: i i NER
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PAruntext provide by exic [l

5 créftsmen, én@;her quarter a7 operat1ves, and 14 percent as nonfarm ]aborers..

// i ,l,r.

‘nmost frequent7y named occupat 6na1 categony 7¢or b]ack fathers was,nonfarm

PR

é thls;categnry

E}fathers were’»n each of the occupat1ona1 categorxes of craftsmen, ope artx,ves1

s/smaT1er numbers/worked anl borers/(8 ) and operat1ves,(5%) , t




:On[.cost"of h]gher 11fet1me S

AR

ear]y marruage is 1ts ass@fnataonJu1th

[y

N

. . .“;: . . , < ; - - ,y/‘.‘ ..
7with*1t Th1s assoc1atron has been recog—v-’

2 o -s"_s

s and st1]1 preva1]s.‘ Youthful marr1age is an efrect1ve barr1er.,

\educat1on.‘ Th1s may 1nvo]ve three costs. .irst there 1s/thg

)

offthe educat1on 1tse]f ,Second there is the ]owered probabT]1tyJHw
. Coa - 2o
ey S . _ s
ing. vt1sfact1on in. an Qccupatvonal ro]e The th1rd cost 1s an - \%"
,',v, o = -6.' f EEE
L

K - &

l '7u

{fIniv1ewwff a]l of these costs, one can agree w1th EJder and Rockwe]] s4 con-’ K

12
I 2, o il

"c]us1on that ;...early marr1age 1dent1f1es a 11fe course of re]at1ve de- L

A Y L 5 : . T v -
‘ [’”what,/then owas’ d1scoVereé about the age at marr1lge exp’ctat1ons of
/ ‘“./ J . . /'r,
]ow-1ncome youth7/7Among/whxte youth ER 1arge proport17l expeét t0fmarry
' // R . i / 4 /
F0rt§—one/ ercent of the wh1te females expect to

fat qu1t youthfuT ages/.

LN

9'ma2ry by'age 19/or younger a7danother 19 percent eXpect to marry a%;age 20 or _-;ij
B . J . V. \‘ '»)‘;‘,.J_

B / _
'th%y Th1rty—n1ne percent of the wh1te males expect to marry at age 21 or i, "_ o

;”/ | younger. Among b?ack rema]es, 22 percenu expect to marry at age 19 or younger flf
S R i L

/

: i "and another 17 percent at 21 or younger., B]acK ma]es, hovever s are not ;”4u _ ST
“,/". . ’ v-’h "/: / . -,; s ! ’ \' qJ vy " “ ‘J‘(- .

'Aflré i~ too d1fferent from wh1t/ ma]es w1th 32 percent’expect1ng to marty at/ag§ 21

7
,"

|
or jounger.‘ On the other hand there are s1zeab1e numbers of the youth who E

> . 4'v
¥ ’ _,3 ;o

‘texpect to de]ay marrjagetunt11 age 22 or: o]der, 1n thms group are 18 perceht

71Q%' .of'the wh1te femaTes, AZ percent of the whlte ma]es, 52 percent of‘éhe b]ack "ffu'f%
';7; fema]es, and 57 percent of the bIackema1es These d1fferences in maritalaaﬁ‘. U55§"’

‘./. . - ,_.“',
h_actual ages at marr1age,.almost certa1n]y T
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N TABLE T L’@i-.

A'Expected Age at Marr1age\cy Race and Sex

.1/ /v“v v:‘ ' ° “ ° - “ - B‘LaCk
, Exnected Age : Male -
‘at Marr1age i %

N N

Female

4
4 2

- uHh}i@
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" ’./ N

Fema]e n “,
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- ,/ . S
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a0 e 16

Cbeas e

_ S .
".j24 older T ;493\’;d42.73'A

)

A

Nq response ;:/-9 | v(aé,l&i}fﬁ;

10 :
Mean: . 23.547%

S20
-, 17:20-
-.-15f05:

gy T

- Mean:

21.51
A

36 56:
( 9. 67) E3 46

22.59° Meah

. Y
2

B 5

 30:49

i3 19192*
;.

9. n
11. 79

(18 70) -

/\

S 22.43

»;

AN

]

“ _Meanf”

%?104‘
9
o6
| ks
‘55

- 2532‘

3
T
R
N

PO

TABLE 2 ‘fv'

Expected Fam1]y S1ze by Race amd SEx e"é

-Ch11dren ,_N=‘J R

.OI

N_Qf :

. %vv W

',/ ’ % ' -~ F : : —
) S CT - . 4 ‘..v. B g )°‘

o : ’ - . - Black: . o White. o
/ g Number of - Male -~ - . Female / - = "Male - Female -
. | | %

.- aNone _ 17, & 15:45

MR 4i~,,' 3 64 ,07;

. o

[
.31
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i ch1}dren 1s comp]eted and, consequent]y, the more, d1ff1cu1t 1} w111 be to .

. whjte d1fferences ar

" % ) . - "_.:‘ : . e ' ‘6:'t' > N o ‘ . L \_. e
'would have 1mpor£ant ram1f1cat1on$ for the 11festy1es and 11fe,chances of
. «.'S L. s a‘, q ‘_ R - ;. s ”P N
the youth S > R : ‘
) o Ve . . . ,". 4 N T e - _'J‘ :
S Fam11y S1ze Expectat1bny o o N e T

PrefereBces -and expectat1ons regard1ng the number of ch11drén one will .

"

.').-. s !

".‘have are cons1dered‘an—Tmpon;ant part of one 'S 11fe\p1ahstecause of the

mp ;

o effects of family size on var1ous aspects of 11fe» The)d1rect cost of rear1ng

s\

- _chlldren 1s probab]y the most obv1ous efrect but ch11d?en c]ear]y affect

- "housing. needs, 1elsure pursu1ts of husband and w1fe, and the t1me they have _

o

fvava11ab1e for-1nteract1on with each-other. Genera]]y, the sma]]er the

= %
. _

<

f‘fam1]y 51ze, the youngér the coup]e will- be when the 1ast ch11d 1eaves ' T

‘._home and ‘thus, the more years they wf11 have after the ch11d 1aUnch1ng

I

'stage Fam11y s1ze has a part1cu1ar1y strong 1mpact on: women Ch11d care'

}st111 fa]]s d1sproport1onate1y on the” mother as opposed to tﬁe father The

4

... more ch11dren a woman . ‘has, the 1ess ‘time she has for pursuTts other than ﬂ\
B _ch1ﬁd care Ch11dren can 1nterfere w1th her ab111ty to cont1nue educat1on
“,beyond h1gh school and tovpursue an occupat1ona1 career . The more chg]dren

‘a woman has, the o]der she w111 be when ch11dbear1ng and the care of, young

,,\

.

retra1n=for an occupat1ona1 career. o “‘;"‘f R

0n the aver e, marr1ed Amer1can women expect to” have 2.1 ch11dren and

/

<'<;the Current fert111ty rate 1s actua]]y betgw th1s rep]acement 1eve1 Iraa\
. d1taona11y there has been an 1nverse re]at1onsh1p between fam11y size and

' soc1deconom1c status To what extent does th1s show up among the 1ow 1ncome

) -

youth 1n th1s study7 How manyyexpect to have‘more than what.1s fast becomlng o

the norm of Ewo ch11dreh7

2

A quarter of the white fema]es and 20 percent o. the wh1te ma]es expect-

to have three or :more ch11dren wh11° among b]acks 42 percont of the fema]es

) : " -

Lok

e and 53 percent of tnz%:a1es expect to have three or more. ch11dren The b]ack-

tr1k1ng. It could be argued that a s1zeab]e»ngmber-of

4
N -
\

-

by

L >



s

the 1ow 1ncome raral youth expect to have t00 many ch11dren from the standpo1nts -

of the1r probab]e ab111ty to support them,» he 1mpact on popu]atLon growth

4
in soc1ety, Tet a1one the effects on the1r own 11festy1es and’ 11fe chances

‘b
~

L Of course,’h1gh proport1ons of the youth expect to have‘two ch1]dren and some .

.

-expect none or on]y one }nterest1ngTy, .the’ expectat1z§§pf no. ch11dren 1s
conswderab}y h1gher than that of one child. Af,»;‘: |

N Re51dent1a1 Mob1Tﬁty and S1ze‘of P]ace Preferegces . _ o _

| ' : In\a\geograph1ca11y 1arge 1ndustr1a1 soc1ety 11ke the Un1ted States it is
csgf\v‘often necessaryj or des1rab1e to m1grate in search of emp]oyment Th1s is |

not to say that everyone has to move or that :>\1s a]ways to one s advantage
. L .
to do so Rather, one should be psycho]og1ca11y,equ1pped to be able to move

L

away from one S home commun1ty S In add1t1on, 1n order to obta1n h1gher-status

~ and\h1gher-pay1ng Jg%s, one shou1d be psycho1og1ca11y prepared to 11ve in and ’
[ 4 R

around 1arge.c1t1es Th1s is. s1mp1y because of the 11m1ted opportun1t1es,
~in small ‘towns. and’ rura] areas o _ f "2 | )

The 1ow—1ncome youth 1n th1s study were asked two quest1ons about the1r

9

11v1ng preferences " One asked in, what part’ of the country they wou]d 11ke

~

to 11Ve in the future: w1th the cho1ces 11sted as (l) in th1s commun1ty or
very near here, (2) somewhere e1se in the state, (3) 1n another state near _

here, (4) in a d1fferent part of the u. S A 3 and (5) An some other country

v The second quest1on asked whether they uou]d rather 11ve (1) 1nvthe country

w—wt

or a sma]] town (1ess than 10, OOO popu]atﬁon) 42) in a b1g fown or sma]] c1ty
(IO OUO to. 200 OOO poauiat1on), or (o) in a very big c1ty or 1ts suburbs

(200 000 or more p0pu1at1on) The responses to these quest1ons are_used to
.\
descr1be the res1dent1a1 p]ans.of the respondents and to assess the relat1onsh1p

t

. oetween these p]ans and the requ1s1te or’ at 1east des1rab1e resldont1a1

, att1tudes for 11fe ™ the modern, 1ndustr1a11zed wor]d N . e

s

. . B A .
AR . o AT . )
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CTABLE 3

N

s

v _°‘Size"bf-ﬁ]ace'Préféfepte:for.Livingsin ¥uture by Race and Sex’

EAY

oo a8y .
A2

Black #

. Prefered Size Male

-of Place . ., N . %

Country- . -
Small Town -
" .Less: Than
* 410,000
- Big Town-
- Small:City
- 10,000 -

oy

,200,0000 * -24 . 21.8

' Big City - - -
+ Suburb '
- Above - '
. -200,000 -

Total 110"

U

: No:Re§pdnse_ 0 0 -

‘Mean:+ ].5‘ '

-« Female
N- L %

68 61.81 . 56 - 60.2

16 - 17.2

21 226

0. 0
93—

“Mean | ;1.§ a_:Meahi

. -

White

" Tale
.N o .

221

o/

. -

©-:.89.8

AFema1eh.

. %_._"

.}?”.> N

Al
AT
ATY
: L}
—
N Lo
. Ay Ck
\ @
: - .
N .
., .
\
!
3
e
o



9
Among wh1tes, about 70 perce nt of the fema]es and ma]es wou]d prefer.
- to ‘remain 1n or near the1r home c mmun1ty Another 8 percent wouTd 11ke to
,‘.1' * . remain in, the1r home state Th1r y—four percent of the black fema]es wanted
| .'of‘ to rema1n 1n or near their home community as d1d 46 percent of the. b]ack |
\na]es Another 14 percent of the ﬂlack fema]es and 15 percent of the b]ack N
. ; N .ma]es w1shed to live in the1r home state. . Only. 10 percent of the wh1te fema]es
' and 12 percent of the wh1te ma]es wanted ‘to 11ve in a d1rferent part of the
- United States from where they were - 11v1ng wh1]e in h1gn scnoo] wh1]e 28 percent
-of the b]ack females and 21 percent of the b]ack ma]es w1shed to ]1ve in a
- disferent part of the: Umted States. *', T |
In response to the second quest1on 87 percent of the wh1te fema]es and :f
90 percent of the wh1te males preferred to live 1n‘thecountry or in a sma]]
town Among b]acks, 60 an3352 percent of the fema]es and ma]es respect1ve]y
& expressed a des1re to live 1n the country ‘or in-a 'small town By contrast
| :on]y 4 percent of- the wh1te fema]es, 3 percent of the wh1te ma]es, 23 percent
{ - of the b]ack fema]es, and 16 percent of the b]ack ma]es want to 11ve in &

~]arge c1ty or 1ts suburbs o

e .

The bu]k of the samp]e, therefore, want to remain 1n the1r sma]], rura]
COmmun1t1es 1n wh1ch they are now ]1v1ng These p]aces are ec0nom1ca1]y
: depressed and have h1gh rates of unemp]oyment whatever the:r reasons for
want1ng to rema1n 1n such commun1t1es, the res1dent1a] preferences wou]d seem
to 11m1t occupat1ona] cho1ces and, indeed, wou]d seem to have,an adyerse ~
_effect on ocebpat1ona1 ach1evement - The- h1gher proport1on of b1acks who want
to’ 11ve in another part o% the Un1ted States probably ref]ects their des1re ,
to excape the South wh1ch has been trad1t1ona1]y assoc1ated w1th less favorab]e

18 o
rac1a1 att1tudesv In view of th1s, it is noteworthy that from 50 to 60 percent o

[ of b]acks want to- remain in the1r home state For both b*acka and whi tes’,

P
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o s ;' ";Rgsiﬂentia] Pféferénce’byaﬁace ahdeEX s

. .
. . . N N
. N f . . . e . .
3 - - - . .

- I i ‘ . . / ';.1
Co : ack = T 7 White R

- there Prefer - ~ Male 7T Female “Male® >, .Female
N o

- to Live Ne %o N % ow e g
. In or Near R s T e
Present =~ = o S : T -
Commyni ty 50 QS“S - 32 3.4 166 - 67.5 ! 177 . . -70.0
Somewhere _" L o  oE L ool
.- Else This & - o o S e
~ State. - 17 "15.5 . 13 . 14.0 < 18 703 ~21.. - 8.3
'ﬁ'hﬁYeby i o o . "‘ B _ '
State 715 .13.6 . 19 20.4 . 18 7.3 19 75

'D1fferent' Ty : : ' IR S
‘Part of USA 23 v 20.9 _ 26 -+ 28.0 30 12’2-" 26,4+ 10.3

T Country 5 4.5 ] oo oo 6. 24

'-No‘Résponse/ : S S S
“Don’' tKnow 0 0 2 21 M. 45 4 . 15

CTotal - 100 e a6 - 253

e Mean: 2.2 Mean: .”,2.4,'.,Mean: 1.6 " Mean: 16
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it may be that the respondents are not psycho]og1ca]1y equ1pped to move away ‘

1Y

.

‘ from home and 1f th1s 1s correct the1r ]1Testy]es w111 be greatﬂy affected

Y

: - S . - n Y N L
by/th1s def1c1ency T :'a,' S o - T
Educat1ona1 Expectat1ons |

W1th regard to want1ng to rema1n in one s home communlty, to expect1ng ~

“to marry young and expect1ng to have many ch11dren, it s not’dxff1cu]t to - 'F'

[}

conc]ude that the att1tudes are 1nappropr1ate for. sdccess in the modern

LT

_ 1ndustr1a] state W1th regard to educat1ona] doa]s and. expectat1ons, it wou]d

- 3

seem that a‘h1gh schoo] educat1on wou]d be the m1n1mum requwrement for enact1ng

Y

: aduL; ro]es1n the modern 1ndustr1a] soc1ety A]most a quarter of the»whlte 2

° ‘-

' ma]es and fema]es do not expect to f1n1sh h1gh schoo] but to take vocat1ona]

' tra1n1ng 1nstead Th1s means, of course, that three fourths do expect at

'.1east’fb ﬁ#n1sh h1gh schoo] Among b]acks, 94 perceht expect at 1east to

- ,and 24 percent of b]ack ma]es expect to f1n1sh co]]ege.

! i

f1n1sh h1gh schoo]. Only 11 percent of the wh1te fema]es and 9 percekivoi,

'the whqte ma]es expectkto f1n1sh co]]ege, ‘while 33 percent of b]ack fema]es

In 1978 23 percent of a]] young adu]ts 1n the U S-.- had,completed ldﬂ_'“kf'd

'four years of co]]ege or mpre Th1s was true of 12 percent of the b]acks

Thus, the b]acks in theﬁpresent study are from two to three t1me5 ‘more ]1ke]y
' W v .
to expect to comp]ete co]]ege than wou]d be expected this sugges;s that the 1.

expectat1ons may be unrea]1st1c wh1tes are cons1derab1/ 1ess 11ke1y to : _.

I‘,_.<

: expect to. comp]ete co]]ege than the f]gures for tne general popu]at1on woqu

suggest “ : '6. l. '. . ’ ""’_- . Lo " . . .. v‘_ A ‘. N »' H LA
OCCUPat1ona1 xpectat1ons AN__ ._'-:f-il o f

-
ros

The h1gh school aged respondents 1n th1s study expected to f1]] occupat1ons

wh1ch ranged .rom 1aborer.t0'the professxons The three oc cupat1ona1 categor1es
/ . ) & N . '
named most xrequeﬁ%]y by b]ack fema1es were professaona{'and techn1ca1 Jobs,‘

- 41 percent, c]er1ca1 andesa1es, 23 percent and serv1ce,workers, 8 percent

AT ?9 K NP . . o »
ST s S R Lo
S o . . - Y



f . ) ’..‘ ‘A At_} . ' _v{ . , .. L » . . . _12_A A . - “
e » SN e T -

TABLE &
L } VEducatqua1-Expecta&ion§-by Race and Sex-

“. L.

. Black White ~
SRR © - Female :

. Educational: = Male, ... o Fg%éTef : C Male - >
noLevel o ThoN e g oo N g N g N %
, Trade;Vo¢a¥ 4A$::'iA o | | |
= tional not .-V 0 T [ I SO
_High School* . 7 6% .. 6.~ 6.6 59 24.0 . 62  24.5

CFinish Bigh o

~ School.- = 320 -29.1 19 =  “20.4 104 42.3»v'vv 82 32.4
"School, "~ . 45 40.9° 37 . 39.8 . 56 - 22.7 . 74 - 29.3 .
 Finish College =~ & o R
and Beyond .26 .23.6 . 31  33.4 23 - 9. 287 1.1
~'No Response‘o -0 ‘ . 0 O | 4 | 1.
o “Total 110 o _v-'9§ o 2 253

v . ) T

. ('.'\D. S
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/ Btack ma1es named craftsmen, 26 pErcent operat1ves,

@i

Ter1ca1 sa]es, 19 per ent

' s1ona1 techn1ca] 20 percent White fema]e

profess1ona1 techn1ca1, 16 percent and ]aborers, 8 percent The occupat1ons o

c1ted by wh1te ma]es ‘were c]ass1f1ed as operat1ves, 22 percent craftsmen, '

19 percent .and ]aborers, 13 percent

. -

C]early, b]ack youth have h1gher occupat1ona1 expectat1ons than wh1te .

oo youths It 1s 1nterest1ng, however, that both ‘the percentages of b]ack and s:f
white females who expect to f1]] profess1ona1 or techn1ca1 pos1t1ons exceeds\-v“sf
“the percentages of each race who expect‘to f1n1sh col]ege This.suggests |
Athat even at 1ate h1gh schoo1‘ag§ their occupat1ona1 expectations_may not ‘f

.be rea11st1c

W1th regard to ma]es, 35 percent of the wh1tes and 31 percent of the v S

*

‘ b]acks expect to be nonfarm ]@borers or operat1ves in a factory It is’ not
- S0 much that about a th1rd of the ma]es thus have 1ow occupat1ona] expecta— |
'r‘i:t1ons but - that the Jobs7they expect to- f111 are. the sorts that can be made -

vAobsolete wnth\1ncreased automat1on Only 13 wh1te ma]es and one black ma]e |

> ¢

2 expect to be farm owners or managers and two wh1te ma]es, but no black ma]es
: expect to be farm Iaborers or foremen

In sum, the 11fe p]ans of the rura] low—1ncome youth 1n th1s study show

P _
R ‘ ’ Ty

’ cons1derab]e var1at1on with the regard to- the age at wh1ch they eXpect to marry,

"the number of ch1?dren they expect to. have where they wou]d like to 11ve in
3 . -
the future,: and the educat1ona1_and,pccupat1onaJ levels they expect tovach1eveT*””3
Sizeable numbers, asvwe3have“seen, have plans that;do not fit in well with -

fmodern, industria]‘society In the fo]]owang section we w1]] 1ook separ§te4yff[

at the severa] aspects of the 11fe o]ans of youth and attempt to exp]a1n the

. »var1at1on w1th1n the samp]e
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Occupational Expectations by Race and Sex

" TABLE 6

: ﬁ_u‘;14~‘ -

~

_OccupatiohaT :

- Black

v

4-Maaagef -

Category - .- N

"Professional-
Technical . 22

" Farmer - Farm

Manager - 1 o
qhage L

Official -

- Proprietor 3
. Clerical - .

~ Sales. - 3
Craftsman -
]quemah - 28

dpefative: .25

Setvice -

Private

. HoUseho]d}-_'} 5

-Farm Labbrer—ﬂ
~ . Foreman - , "~ O

' _LaboEer . 9.

" No Qeépohse ' 16

U

) Ma]i}}‘ ,

7.

.20.0

.2.71, A I.
25.5
2.7

C2uT

8.2

14.6

Total . 110

.9 -

2.7 -

- N

38

21

13

Fema]e -
%

,‘ :

193 -

ol

22

0.9

N
'N:

3]

13

.8

246

.33.
50 -

o
o

E

'412;63

lale

5.3

N

: Fema]ev 

vl

40

1.2
L Ty o
194 ¢
1.2
13.4

5.5 .
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' occupat1ona] and educat1ona] asp1rat1ons, the ch11d S se]f—concept and

Y

T -15- |

Paths Lead1ng to L1fe P]ans of H1gh Schoo] Youth

The genera] theoru under]y1ng the ana]yses is. that there are patns 33

]ead1ng to Lhe severa] aspects of 11fe p]ans as expressed by youth at’ h1gh -

schoo] age Tne f1rst block of factors would be background character1st1cs

3

of the ch1]d and fam1]y Th1s wou]d 1nc]ude pr1mar11y mother S . and fgther s

educat1on and occupat1on and the ch1]d sanenta1 ab111ty The second b]ocx

¢

Qf factors dea]s w1th parent;ng 1tems and 1nc]udes the mother s ach1evement

&

va]ues for the ch1]d parent 3 educat1onal and occupat1ona] asp]rat1ons for o
the child, the ch1]d s percept1on of the mother as ]ov1ng, pun1sh1ng, or

demand1ng, and the ch1]d S percept1ons of the parent S asp1rat1ons for

- S ] .

him or her A]] of these factors were measured when the ch1]d was in the

f1fth or sfxth grade of schoo] A]so measured at th1s age was the ch1]d s

\ .
academ1c performance . Thus,-the paths run from background factors, -to

ll

parent1ng behav1or, to the effects of parent1ng on the ch1]d as a grade -
schoo] student to the f1na1 block, the life p1ans of the youth
 We. have a]ready seen that. there are var1atTons in 11fe p]ans by sex,:"'

race or both. It 1s thought that the greatest 1ns1ght can be obta1ned by
3
1nvest1gat1ng each aspect of the 11fe p]ans for each of- the four sex- race

categor1es and to do so by dea11ng seoarate]y w1th the background factors,
s

m1dd1e cn11dnood factors, and ado]escent factors. S1nce,th1s makes for
cons1derab]e detail, we.w111_use th1s approach on]nyor educatTOna] expecta— g

~tions andspresent)ﬁess detai] for the other aspects of Tife p]ans

Educat1ona1 Expectat1ons of the Youth &

.Nh]te ma1es. With regard to wn1te:ma]es,.the'followfng background

! o :
factors, measured when the child was in grade schoo] were found‘to be

~ correlated w1th educat1ona1 expectat1ons °x0ressed at h1gh school age



- " R dE
. S Ly et i'
o LIFE PLANS OF LOl INCMEHGH SCHOOL YOUTH N i
| foe o SR
S THEORETICAL PATHS R RN SR
| Chﬂd sgthe L o h1gh schosl +

‘ BaCkground Factors 'gParehting o g; | B ‘: r 6th grade ff_; j“ . Junior or sen1or

© " Father's education .]%stmemtmms Mmmummmme \w,xji°v
- Father's occupation - Traits desired in ch11d - Selfoomcept ¢ \: Educationa] aspiratjons
~Mather's education - Ch11d s perception of = Educat1ona1 aspirations |, - and expectations

* Mother's occwpation . parenting - - ~oand expectations : Occupational aspirations
. extent of enployment” Parental educational aspiras 0ccupat1ona1 asp1rat1ons and expectations =,

O Family's SES- ,‘w;_j‘twmaMemmmUMémr aMemthms ‘ A%atmww%ew&m-‘

~Ohitd's L. _-“gf7w ki | S L tiens |
o Race - ‘*: Parental occupational asp1ra-v' S Fanily sie expectat1ons
'.¢Mm1anmm%me mmswdwmdnmmfw oo Mhere prefers to Tive

e child -~ B
s e Ty -_‘Ch11d S percept1on of parenta] S o o
RS o aspirations o
: ! T ‘ ud
. L d. . m ‘
} LI e R ) 3 . |
&, : L |
T b L .o . . 2 .
(O ,‘,' . 7| ' . .
Aoy ' :
‘ i, 0 .
¢ ) q 5; o '
) ’ ‘ ‘ N . \ ‘ .
A -
" ."",‘3‘ N ' 1
P . 0 i
;‘ . -;‘1. P
\ g ! 0 % ‘. , .‘.: ' : ,.: :
,’_‘.: X ';']' } [} ‘ ..
& s \
J i ' , \
. C ’ ‘ I
. ' : [}
) ' | \
, . . o g
. § ! ‘ ¥ e
- ! S A
- N . ! R 54 20
o | IR
s !r,'-‘:: A
l“ VA ‘ |
o ) '
. “!



N .

Soa. o
Yoy

ARNTAE . Py

‘ ¥5§?.w’mothers‘educatlon (.3

4

f

{

' {"; the youthssweducat10na] exp

for the ch1]d and the
for ner ch1]d the h1

'7'51x years 1ater (n

the h1gher were: the educat1ona] expectat1ons at h1gh schoo] age (r s =',31h

and 11)

'

1mportant var1ab]es a

J k1nd of grades the youth was earn1ng ( 70), the youth S occupat1ona] ex- |

pectat1ons ( 51), the youth s percepfﬁons of h1s parents educat10na1 goa]s

o;‘~

L nﬁ for h1n or her (: 46)

: /
found between edUcat1

~

: toward schoo] and aca

-~ -

preference to 11ve ou

: educat1ona] expectat1

A .

parents? educat1onaJ goa}s for them plus, the youth S 1nterest 1n schoo]

fee11ng that money co
~ expected age at marr1
an adJusted R2 of :32.
& third of the var1an

\

; Nn1te fema]es

;C o fﬁabe correlated w1th

b A

N Turn1ng t %he wh1te ma]e at h1gh schoo] age, the stat1st1ca1]y most f

at home, try1ng to get better grades, and try1ng to f1n1sh homework Ap

' ; A mu1t1p?e regress1on ana1ys1s conta1n1ng the yduth s percept1ons of y

ubyj;'eﬂn“3-17_,, o f.;,;~ o

o . : Vo

#athers occupatuon ( 21), and ch11d s menta] ab111ty'; B

D K

score ( 43) A]] were 1n tn\&d1rect1on of the h1gher the score the h1gher

»
o/

h1ghe4 the prest1ge of the occupat1on she preferred

¥

gher the youth S educat1ona] expectat1ons expressed

ki

= 39 and 22) It was " a]so found that the h1gher the,‘~'

e educat1ona] and bccupat1ona] expectat1ons of the ch1Td at’ grade schoo] ]eve]

(33

R

ssoc1ated w1th educat1ona€rexpectat1ons were -the ,ff‘,"”

T

(O .

Modest corre]at1ons, rang1ﬁg f m .17 to 33 were o _L
ona] expectat1ons and severa] 1tems measur1ng att1tude

dem1c work 1nc]ud1ng want1ng to come to schoo], read1ng

it

I‘ -'.,' N

ts1de the home commun1ty was asSoc1ated with h1gher e

ons (r =, 31) as was eXpected age at marr1age Cr

u]d 1nterfere'w1th educat1ona1 p]ans, des1red occuphtﬁon, ST

ations '41th regard to- m1dd]e ch1]dhood f fﬂ

ﬁe, S

o 3-; var1ab1es‘01t was fodﬂd hat the hlgher the mother s educat1ona] expectattonsf‘“"‘

" . .
- ‘N - ‘. B L
. , ..;5\. R - - e .
ool s . : > .
[ L. R
- .
: . : . o : P :

age, and Do;:tdve fee]1ng about com1ng to schoo1 ongducedg‘ "

,4 ~ .

These s1x var1ab]es, 1n other words, eXp1a1n a: most

,‘

ce-in educat1ona] expectatvons.among wh1te ma]es B

-For wh]te fema]es, three background factors were

educat1ona1 expectat1ons ‘mbther $ educat1on
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h",were the h19h schoo1 youth S epucat1ona1 expectat1ons ﬁThe h1gher the .

~P?grade schoo] g1r1 s educat10na1 and occupat10da1 expect&t1ons, the h1gher . ,""

Ny

Z:\w\for the ch]]d ( 31) the h1gher herAﬁicupat10na1 expectat1ons &/19 , and *; ST

, the more she ta]ked to the ch1ﬂd abou -educational goa]s ( 25) the h1gher

- v . e 4 \ »\v__ \“ﬁ\ e oy : ‘,T o .

. ) -: - ) ”© . .‘ /\:18\ . \ ' Q \'A-; ‘v;- ~
\} A VI ’ L e, ' e L

=d”r1ng dd]e ch1]dhood the h1gﬁ’F the mother s educat10na1 expectat1on o

.

-

4

- by

. were her educat1ona] expectat1ons at h1gh schoo] ]eve] (r' 29 )

At hlgh sqhoo] age, the three h1ghest corre]at1ons w1th educat1ona]

' h:expectat1ons wé}e the k1nds of grades she Was mak1ng (. 68), the prest1ge/bf R
- - p "4 " o
the occupat1op she expected to f1]1 (. SSY, and- her percept1on of her parents 4'?3*

'educat1ona1 expectat1ons for her ( 52): Other corre]at1ons found 1nc4uded

- \",?’*:

—4/

o expected age at marr1age (. 33) gﬁrl s des1resfor 1nterest;ng or excwt1ng

work- ( .33), and preferencg for mov1ng from home commun1ty ( 247 ~Ta1h1ng ;;;;//

. to fathera mother and teacher was found to be pos1t1ve]y ge]ated to th;

. mother talking to

fmenta] ab111ty,_ahd her ]ack of fee11ng thaf'money wou]d keep her from :

’gett1mg the educ@t1on she des1red

.o ~

’

g1r]ﬁ§_edu6at1ona1 expectat1ons : . ﬂ_g‘“ ;f ;; 1 =;;1 ?B;}‘l g :
;A‘isekreghess1on analys1s produced an ad3usted R2 of 44 w1th
:;se'en factors g1r]s percept1on of parenta] educat1ona] expectat1ons for T 4”»

Y

. TEN\.
in grade sc oo] her fa;o;ab]e att1tude tgward attend1ng schooJ,.her

..__herhxglr}s future occupat1ona1 expectat1ons, her educat1ona1 expectat1ons
o _while

er about e ucat1ooa1 goa]s whtle 1n grade schoo] her..' j;

N
n

9 , -

" B]ack.ma]es;, FOr black ha]es, mother 3 educat1on (r f-:25) and ch1]d s

e YT : AN
;.menta1 ability score {r ='.20) were the only tyio background\\actors re]ated

. N Toe .
.to the jOUth s educat1oha] expectat1ons As measure%’at m1dd]e ch1]dhood
" ,* \ T

- the mother s JOb prefenence for the ch11d (rg%5‘21 her-educatjoﬁaj ex-

pectatmons (r = .16), the,ch11d S educat1ona1 expectations (r_= .395\and'
N - : . A ‘ . - ‘ ’ - ’. \

~occlpational eXpectations (.15) were found to be-related to educational .

‘expectations determined six years later. . - = - -



| | “19- o ,
, ’ As measured at, h1gh sthoo] .age, the three factors that corre]ated w1th

oL educat1onaﬁ expectatpons were the b]ack ma]es occupat1ona1 expectafhons (. 47),

- p; h1s perCept1on of his parents educa}1ona] expectat1ons for him. ( 45) and
,;‘iﬂ h‘S h1§; SChOO] grades. (. 43) Academlc att1tudes werea1mobrtant w1th a
?'R@: R fa1r]y Sé;ong re]at1onsh1p bejween educat1ona1 expectat1ons and read1ng at -
i » home (. 43) L ’.~,  : : R _ ,

@

'1 A mu1t1p]e regressmon analysis” prdﬁuced an adgusted R2 of 38 w1th

upih; e1ght factors, percept1on of’parents educat1ona1~w1shes, grades earned 15;.'

L4 . —_—

h1gz/sghogj, educat1ona1 expectat1ons at grade schoo] 1eve1 being interested
. %
© = - in school won¥ preference for mc movhng from home commun1ty, occupat1ona1

’ expectat1ons mother ta1k1ng to the)ch11d about educat1ona1 goa]s dur1ng

: m1dd1e ch11dhood, and youth s pos1t1ve attTtude about Eom1ng to schoo] at~

i o . - 2 ‘ R o~
‘ h1gh schoo] age - ;g,_f; ST . ' '

B]ack fema]es The background factors found to be corre]ated w1th '

-.

e *‘educat1ona1 expectat1ons for b]ack féma]es were mother 5. educat1on ( 38), ‘:f,~ﬂ
% - - bl N

)'.‘; ch11d,s menta] ab111ty score (. 36), and father'f occupat1on (. 19) ~ w1th

‘?,-".»7"”' P v, .
'jfﬁ“§ﬁ'\ regard td middle ch11dhood factors, the mother s educat1ona1 expectat1on for

\ A - ’

‘§;f~,v her cn1]d and the mother s Jjob preference for the ch11d were corre]ated

"'A ( 29° 57) w1th the educat10na1 expectat1ons c1ted by ‘the ch11d s1x years '

’g-c1ater At the high schoo] 1eve1 the h1ghest corre]at1ons were found f '
between the youth S educat1ona1 expectat1ons and her oercept1on of her

parents educat1ona1 w1shes for her ( 59), ta1k1ng w1th her, father about her
@
educatlona] goa]s (. 43), and her own- occupat1ona] expectat1ons (.42). As

e

. \v! ’
cbntrasted u1th other sex- race categor1es, age at marr1age and preference -

for mov1ng from home community,. were not re]ated to the educat1ona1 expecta-'
‘ t1ons of b]ack g1r1s )

<A mu1t1p1e regress1on ana]ys1s produced an adJUSLed R2 of 41 w1th—four
factors, the percept1ons of parents w1shesi/p051t1ve att1tude toward attend1ng

_ ._‘-schoo1 father s occupat1on, and youth‘s occupat1ona1 expectat1ons :
E lC - .:. o - ' ) . . ': V . '.". . - . v , i . ‘ . ' ' ' ':ﬁ . N




Educat1ona1 Expectat1ons Summary "

A]together .a cons1derab1e amgunt of the var1ance, from 32 to 44 percent

in h1gh schoo] youths educat1ona] expectat1ons has been exp1a1ned Nh11e
A " e e
L the spec1f1c var1ab1es in tne regress1onaequat10ns yar1ed by sex-race

" category, there were some‘that proved to be assoctfated with-educational

expeCtations forva]T'four‘categories TMothers' education was pne of these.

Others were the youths odcupat1ona1 goa]s, the1r percept1ons of parents
g | educat1ona] wmshes, the k1nd of grades they were gett1ng in h1gh schoo], -"
_ pos1t1ve att1tude toward attend1ng schoo], and the1r menta] ab111ty scores o
Taken together, these.relat1onsh1ps suggest a certa1n rea]1sm‘1n the-youths
educat1ona1 expectat1ons That 1s, the h1gher the educat1ona] expectat1ons,

;,if' the h1gher the schoo] grades and the more. pos1t1ve*the att1tude toward

o

attendnng schoo] The h1gher the educat1ona1 expectat1ons, the h1gher the

: menta] ab111ty, the h1gher the occupat1ona] expectat1ons, and the h1gher L

X the perce1veg educat1ona] WTshes of parents - . = %2;{ -,

-

"-;» f F~ E Forosome purposes 1t may be more 1mportant to 1so]ate those factors
S S,

re]ated to educat1ona] expectat1ons that cou]d be man1pu]ated or changed

o 1

The 1mportant man1pu]atab]e var1ab]es that show up for a]] four or at 1ea9t~

| three of the sex race categor1es are mother’ s educat1ona1 and'occupat1onal
expe at1ons for the ch1]d when the ch1]d was, in gradeaschool and the - ch1]d S
-own e ucat1ona] and occupat1ona] expectat1ons at the»same age.; Un1ess theg‘
re1at1onsh1ps are. spur1ous, ra1s1ng ch11dren S expectat1ons dur1ng grade
school, and ra1s1ng the1r parents expectat1ons for them, shou]d resu]t 1n
h1gner educat1ona1 expectat1ons of . h1gh schoo1 youth -it.vhc
‘ 'f~avh ) :7 ;”‘l‘ 0ccupat1ona1 Expectat1ons L
3/ Wh11e the data are ava11ab1e to present the f1nd1ngs onloccupat1ona1
o expectat1ons for each race sex category, such de+a11 is probab]y d1ff1cu1t

to fo11ow Therefore we w111 present the background var1ab]es, those

: measured at m1dd1e ch1]dhood” and those measured at ado1escence wh1ch were

e R - o o -.‘)-{;v R Cl




‘related to occupationalfexpectatiOns for at least,three“of_the four sex- \'._

race categoriesi

B (,'s 7. I

'Background Factors

For a]] youth the h1gher ‘the.mental’ ab111ty scor s the h1gheﬁ”the'.

prest1ge of the expected occupat1on For-whites on]y the h1gher the mothers
9 and fathers educat1on, theah1gher the occupat1ona] score. .Ihese were the -
only background factors.found to,ée réﬂatedlto.occupat1onajiekpectations;
L Middle Childhood Factors . | o TR
- | ’ W1th regard to middle ch1]dhood factors, the child s educat1ona1 ex- .
” ’pectat1ons wh11e in grade school showed a corre]at1on w:th occupat1ona1
' '-‘rexpectat1ons for a]] sex race categor1es The coeff1c1ents of corre]at1on

Py

ranged frhm .18. for wh1te ma]es to 32 for b]ack fema]es, .Somewhat h1gher (,;g
:fcorrelat1ons, but on]y for gzree of the sex—race caf@gor1es were found L ?"
-_between the ogcupat1on named wh11e in grade schoo] and that named- 1n h1gh .
:f}.schoo] Mother s educat1ona1 expectat1ons proved to- be 1mportant whl]e,
;_;i“for femaJes on]y, the tvpe of JOb the mother preferred for the ch1]d as
*ﬁfiinaméd when the ch1]d was in- grade schoo] was corre]ated with- the ado]escents

. occupatfona] expectat1ons |

‘ _Ado]escent Factors : : _5 " .

o - 0f. the factors measured at ado]escence, schoo] expectat1ons showed the

-hf&hest corre]at1on with occupat1ona1 exoe{tat1ons for a]] youth ~The

coeff1c1ents ranged from 41 for b]ack females to .55 for white females.

o pOther factors measured at th1s age and found to be re]ated to. occupat1ona]

"y
; expectat1ons were the youthhs grades 1n school and the1r percept1on of_how
Far the1r parents wanted themfto go 1n school. It was a]so discoVered'that" =
”ffthe 1onger the youth had thought about the kind of- JOb he- m1ght ho]d the
'h1gher was: the prest1ge of the occupat10n ‘ Th1s was part1cu1arly strong
t$f - for wh1te fema]es w1th a coeff1c1ent om correlat1on of 30 The more |

1mportant the youth thought 1t was that the job he wou]d ]1ke to have prov1de

2o




a chance for 1nterest1ng and xc't1ng work the h1gher the occupat1onaT

score 4,Coeff1c1ents of corre]at1on ranged from .24 to .36 for three bf the |

<

race-sex categor1es The higher the res1dent1aT mob1T1ty score, the h1gher
'.the occupat1onaT score. (The Towest score.on the res1dent1aT moo111ty
- scale. 1nd1cated a preference to rema1n 1n one S own commun1ty, the h1ghest
| to T1vex1n another sect1on of the Un1ted States or another country ) For _

wh1tes onTya ta1h1ng with mother and father about one' s future,lob was.

.-

‘reTated to h1gher prest1ge of expected job w1th corre]at1ons rang1ng from 11?#

+ Lo

U f!.17 to 36 For aTT sex-race cat&gor1es, the more one taTked wlth a- ". ‘o
teacher about a future JOb the h1gher the JOb score, coeff1c1ents of f
- correTat1on ranged from 18 to .27. %F1na11y, s1gn1f1cant,for wh1te g1rTs ;
‘-sonTy,.the h1gher the occupat1ona] expectat1ons, the oner the g1rT”expected
~to | be at time of marr1age . E
Mu]t1p1e Regress1ons'..-
As w1th educat1ona1 expectat1ons, mu]t1p1e regress10ns were computedj
: for var1abTes assoc1ated with occupat1ona] expectat1ons for each of the _i N
: four sex-race categor1esu The adJusted R2s were 17 for wh1te maTes, .222_
for wh1te femTaes, .22 for black maTes, and .13 for bTack femaTes Thus,
f'jfor aTT categor1es, cons1derab]y Tess of the var1ance in occupat1onaT ex—.
; a pectat1ons coqu be exp1a1ned than coqu be expTa1ned for educat1onaT
hexpectat1ons . f; R . .N L o " - B
'Man1pu]atab1e Var1ab]es
Assum1ng some causaT T1nk, severaT factors were d1scovered that coqu
v'.be man1puTated if 1t was feTt des1rab]e to raise the occupat1ona] expectat1ons
_..of wrural youth One of these is the mother S. educat1onaT expectat1ons/for /.
'ithe ch1Td she named when the ch1Td was still ‘in grade schooT ReTated to
.th1s, but for fema]es onTy, was the JOb the mother preferred for the

.~bch11d, also named_when}the chtTd was in'grade school. Ra1$1ng the grade -

A Y
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'SChOO] Ch11d'$'own-educat10na1 and 0ccupat1ona1 eXPectat1ons shou1d aiso fglflVbe»
_resu1t in h1gher occupat1ona1 expectat1ons at h1gh schoo1 age The relat1qn_:_
B Smp between resmentm m°b”‘ty score a”d OCCUPat1ona1 expectat1ons suggests”
that i the youth vere soc1a11y and’ PsyCh01091ca11y eQU1Pped to m19rate -Jgfr¢
'?they would ha?e h19her OCCUpat1ona1 expectat1ons Of course, from the ..

':res1dent1a1

cores we actually know on1y where they prefer to 11ve and do ;'

not know the’reasons for the1r preferences From the corre1at1ona1 ana1yses P A

o l
St cannot be determ1ned whether ta1k1ng to parents and teachers about JObS

3 .

produced an 1nterest in h1gher prest1ge JObS or whether those w1th h1gher
SR _occupat1onallgoa]s w;pé more w1111ng to ta1k about the1r JOb expectat1ons or
sought:the advice ofcparents and tedchers. If the ta1ks produced the 1nterest,,
then somehOw.encouragfng}suchAta]ksishou1d resu1t in h1gher occupatjona1
) expecations:’- A__; o f- . f w- | ,51"hi VFA'"'.v;%i
" | " Age at Marriage Expectat1ons 'A‘f_i o ’lg"féf
= o w\11e an 1mportant aspect of one's 11fe p]ans, we were not able to
'.nd1scover many factors related to the age at. marrlage expectat1ons of thef;:
. youth. There were no background factors faund to be assoc1ated for more‘a
| than a S1ng1e race sex category For black fema1es on1y, the h1gher the~
'father s occupat1on, the o1der thevg1r1 expected to be at time of marr}age
- With regard to m1dd1e ch1]dhood factors, one var1ab1e, the mother s Jobk
- preference for the ch11d was re1ated to age at marr1age expectat1ons wlth the
h1gher tne prest1ge of the prererred JOb the o]der the youth expected to be
‘:at»marr1age Coeff1c1ents of corre]at1on ranged from 20 to .32 Few
factors measured at adolescence viere reTated to age at marr1age expectat1on5"pf
'yfor more than one or two sex- race categor1es For-fema]es of both races,‘a E’
;,fﬁ o favorab1e att1tude toward women work1ng outs de the home was re1ated to

:de]ayed marr1age | For wh1tes only, but for both sexes, the n1gher the

_educat1ona] expectat1ons, the later the age at marrlage expectat1ons




Vrelated to age at marr1agé expectat1ons for d)fferenf race sex catégor1es

ST -2 S R
SRR e e '

The mu1t1p1e regresslon equat1ons showed that d1fferent factors were

R

- .
+

TN

vThe adJusted R2 for wh1te ma]es was .ll 1nd1cat1ng that not much of the ,;37-

vw_'var1ance 1n age at marr1age exepctat1ons 1s exp1a1ned Ta1k1ng to father '

about future fam11y s1ze was re1ated to }ater age at marr1age expectat1onsh,

L}

suggest1ng that such talk d1scouraged ear]y marr1age Ta]k1no to no ?ne ab0ut‘ A

”future fam1]y s1ze was also re]ated to 1ater age at marrlage expeé{at10ns

. perhaps 1nd1cat1ng that those who p]anned to de}dy marr1age were noﬁ 1nterested.

: ¢_1n ta1k1ng about how many ch1]dren they wou]d someday 11ke to have Forv

"*-_fmarr1age expectatlons.__For whlte fema]es 16 percent of the var1ance was. .

\cat1onal expectat1ons, the mother 3 educat1ona] expectat1ons for the ch1]d a .

Y&

"wh1te ma]es, the h1gher the educat1ona1 expectatlons g%e o]der the age at c

. -

?aexp1a1ned by s1x var1ab1es, the most 1mportant of wh1ch were the g1r]s edu— _'-

>

favorab]e att1tude toward women work1ng outs1de the home, and a preference
for mov1ng ‘away from the home commun1ty o | |
B

.- 2 -

ta

TR

v

For b]ack ma]es, 32 percent of the var1ance was exp1a1ned by four var1ab1es. ;.

.uffTa]k1ng to a teacher about future fam1]y was assoc1ated w1th 1ater age at

- marriage expectatlons was exp1a1ned by . f1ve factors,.the most 1mportant of

B were re]ated to age at marrlage expectat1ons for the d1fferent race- sex

4 a
R

marr1age as was want1ng a JOb that involved he1p1ng other peopTe mothers-

5

-'whlch were wantlng a JOb that provrded steady work, perceptlon of h]gher_

7 : ’ _

':parents educat1ona] w1shes for tnemchlld, and~haV1ng- a favorable attltude.v : éwf

-hi:1ng h1gher job preferences for the son, and_ta]k1ng w1th a teacher about ‘;i¥,f'
: S . : - g
7 .age at‘marr1age.~ For b]ack fema]es, 24 percent of the var1ance in age-at e

X < o - . o o=

’toward women work1n outs1de the home. - k - e s
£ g oo . o BN

-

S1nce the step wise regresS1on equatlons showed that d1fferent vartables :

--—.’

categor1es, there are 11m1t d.suggest&?ns_for 1ntenvent1on‘that;could result r—

_;Tn ]ater,age at marrjage expectations.. Raising~educationaT expectations,wou]d~'

- . ‘f_ R S B
2 X S -



; .;25_, ,{;,ZJif-b ,i S ';f”‘aff
- be.one such man1pu1atab1e var1ab]e and for g1r1s,.somehow produc1ngla morel
: favorab]e att1tude toward women work1ng outs1de the home cou]d sexve to
1ncrease the number w11]1ng to de]ay marr1age ‘ .
| | Fam1]y S1ze Expectat1ons."
B v- There were few var1ab1es comm0n to at. 1east three of the sex race categor1es
that are re]ated to fam11y size expectat1ons of the youth W1th re9ard to N~h'
background factors, there was a modest (r = -17) pos1t1ve re]at1onsh1p
i between mental ab111ty and expected number of ch1]dren but 0n1y for g1r]s The-
on]y m1dd1e ch1]dhood factor was the mother s JOb preference for the ch11d |
wh1ch for wh1tes on]y, showed that the h1gher the mother 3 JOb preference, the
~more ch1]dren the youth wanted. N ’
| ‘A factor measured at ado]escence and common to the age sex groups was f . :
att1tude toward mothers work1ng outs1de thevhome For both sexes and Poth
races,_scores that 1nd1cated a d1sapprova] for mothers of young ch1]dren
work1ng outs1de the home were, assoc1ated w1th 1arger fam1]y s1ze expectat1ons.
AdJusted st resu1t1ng from regress1on ana]ys1s were for wh1te ma]es 10
wh1te fema]es .03, b]ack ma]es 13 and b]ack fema]es 23, 1nd1cat1ng -that -
except for b]ack fema]es not much of the var1ance 1n fam11y s12e expecta-:_»
| t1ons were exp1a1ned The on]y factor,_common to a]] groups, that cou]d be
‘ man1pu]ated 1s att1tude toward women work1ng outs1de the home Creat1on of
. a a more favorab]e att1tude toward work1ng women shou]d resu]t in 1owered
i.fam1]yvs1ze expectat10ns;_\ | |
| | _ B Res1dent1a] Preferences j" | _
.'No background factors were found to be assoc1ated w1th res1dent1a]

e

preference, that 1s, where in re]atpon to- home commun1ty the youth ‘wanted to ;}.

.

11ve in the future For b]acks on]y, the mothec,s express1on that a good S

R

) ch11d wou]d want to stay near h1s or her parents was re]ated to: the youths

o

‘ preferences for want1ng to ]1ve in the home commun1ty 0f the . uactors neasured

. o : e Lo D - e L E
., . [ . e R ’ e

G .
3
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_ at'ado1escence, On1y one was‘related'to resfdentfa]‘preferencesvfor all sex?h
"race_groups.f The reTationshfp'discovered was the sma]]ersthe‘siie ofjplacef :
fn which the ado]esCent"wanted tox]ive;:the more ]jke1y he or sheiwantedmto f
.-remainAfn thehomecomm/nfty -Since'the'home communitesfareismallgaa:reJatjoh; f
ship between the measures wou]d be expected Yet one could prefer to 1ive in,:
a small town or- rura] area and a]so prefer to live 1n a place d1stant from |
‘the home commun1ty | | |

The ﬁzs resu1t1ng from mu]t1p]e regress1on ana]ys1s ranged from 18 to -
=29 1nd1cat1ng that a certain amount of the var1ance was exp]a1ned W1th the
'fexcept1op of the $ize of p]ace var1ab]e, there were few var1ab]es that were
re]ated to residential preferences for more than two sex race groups. 'For...
b]acks on]y, the h1gher the occupat1ona] expectat1ons, the further from home
-commun1ty the youths preferred to 11Ve ~ For whites,. the h1gher the educatzghal
expectat1ons and the higher the perce1ved expectat1ons of parents, the .
further from the home commun1ty they w1shed to 11ve For wh1te ma]es and
.fema]es and for b]ack ma]es, ‘the ]ess a person agreed that not want1ng to move
:_away from. fam11y and fr1ends wou]d affect Job cho1ce, the further away from
'ghome commun1ty he or “she preferred to ]1Ve.. About the 0n1y p]ace for 1ntervent1on'
'suggested by the var1ous f1nd1ngs wou’d be somehow to reduce the negatxye Q;
' att1tudes toward urban ]1v1ng wh1ch shou]d resu]t in a greater w1]]1ngness '

to 1eawe the home commun1ty. ' : _ :
' 2,{ i Chang1ng the’ L1fe P]ans of Youth - |

Our f1na1 ana1yses were d1rected to- d1scover1ng what, qf anyth1ng, cou]d

;be done to he]p Tow- 1ncome youth deve1op 11fe p]ans that are. more in keep1ngx _
) -4

‘j'w1th the demands of a modern, 1ndustr1a1 soc1ety The under]yxng assumpt1ons

- ,,",‘,. i‘}“

&

' ;are that h1gher educat1ona] and occupat10na1 goa]s, 1ater age at marriage -
i expectat1ons, des1re for. fewer ch1]dren, and a w11]1ngness to TeaVe one's

home commun1ty if necessary, are. better su1ted than ‘their oppos1tes to. the"
B S : A : :

L L



' 'Educat1ona] Expectat1ons-

: : : - .;27-
requirements for adu]t roTes'invthe modern society'

The method of ana]ys1s consisted of comb1n1ng the sex-race categor1es

" and comput1ng regress1on equat1ons for each of the f1ve dependent var1ab]es.

. that is, the f1ve aspects of T1fe p]ans On]y va:;ab]es capabTe of man1pu-.
. Tat1on or change were p]aced in the regress1on equat1on The resuTts of these
| ana]yses shou]d 1nd1cate the sorts o% 1ntervent1on that cou]d change the ,
:_31fe pTans of a]] Tow-1ncomeqyouth By comb1n1ng sex race categor1es the
'suggest1ons for 1ntervent1on could consist of programs that could be presented
‘_.1n the schoo] or exper1ences that cou]d be prov1ded for all youth or the1r

:parents T .. . _-_-,'jv: S - "éf, ; ‘

A step-w1se regress1on produced an. adJusted R2 of 39 w1th educat1ona]
expectat1ons -as the dependent var:ab]e Ten var1ab]es were used in the T "T\f\\~
- equat1on | Together they suggest that some th1ngs can be done to ralse |

| educat1ona] expectat1ons (1) 1mprove the grade schoo] ch11d s att]tude f
toward: schoo], (2) encourage the child at grade schoo] Teve] to have h1ghepf
expectat1ons, (3) encourage mothers of grade schooT ch1]dren to have h1gher '

v

'educat1ona1 expectat1ons for the1r ch1]dren, (4) somehow produce 1n teenagers

a more recept1ve att1tude toward mov1ng,away from home commun1ty, and

(5) ra1s1ng the occupat1ona] expectat1ons of teenagers. e s
Occupat1ona] EXpectat1ons : B 1 " e
. _ W1th occdpat1onaT expectat1ons as the dependent var1ab1e, a step-w1se
. i 5

-i regress1on y1e]ded an adJusted R™ of .22 u1th eleven’ var1ab1es To ra1se the :
.'occupat1ona1 expectat1ons of- Tow-1ncome youth there are some th1ngs that cou]d

be done to. or. for the youth or the1r mothers Ra1s1ng educat1ona1 expectat1ons ‘ -
| wou]d be one such factor Encourag1ng youth to th1nk about the k1nd of JOb -.“
'they want and to ta]k about the1r job preferences w1th the1r mother and teacher?.'

'v'shoqu a]so resu]t»1n.hqgher occupat1ona1 expecat1ons Producwng a favorab]e

.. . . A . ;
4 .. - ! ’ - " : . ’ ’ >

el
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_ attitude toward 1ater marrfage, toward 1eaving home communfty and'toward
11v1na.1n a c1ty of suburbs shou]d also produce h1gher occupat1ona1 goa]s
'Dur1ng m1dd]e ch11dhood, if mothers had higher educat1ona1 and occupat1ona]
expectat1ons for their ch1]dren, the yOJth’s expectat1ons, ‘as stated at

_ _ado]escence, should be- h1gher
Age at Marr1age Expectat1ons ;d n ’.:,,. -

Us1ng on]y man1pu]atab1e varlables; just 8 percent of var1ance in age fﬂ |
at marr1age expectat1ons was exp1a1ned Ra1sing educat1ona1 expectat1ons
s'however, shou]d resu]t in ra1s1ng age at marr1age expectat1ons
Family S1ze Expectat1ons B | |
" Only 6 percent of the var1ance in fam1ly s1ze expectatfons was- g ;
exp]a1ned_by;the,man1pulatab]e var1ab]es. There are no suggest1ons, there<
;gfore, onfhow’tollower the family size expectat1ons. ”
:'Res1dent1a] Preferences R ._. |
Twenty percent of the var1ance on’ how far from the home commun1ty the.

,youth preferred to l1ve was exp1a1ned us1ng Six man1pu1atab]e var1ab]es

h'To produce a more favorable att1tude toward moving: away from home, “the most
1mportant th1ng to do wou]d be ‘to produce a more favorab]e att1tude toward :

"urban and subu:ban 11v1ng, as opposed to 1iving in a sma]] town or rura] area, -

Ra1s1ng occupat1ona] and educat1onal expectat1ons would a]so resu]t in more

',_favorab1e att1tudes toward mov1ng from home commun1t HW‘Reduc1ng mothers

_attitudes that good ch1]dren wou]d want,to~]1ye near
- the same effect o o | N '
'"Conc]ud1ng Remarks |
I w1]] not attempt to summar1ze tne many f1nd1ngs reported in th1s paper
'yWnat-I have.. attempced to do. is to descr1be the methods used to ana]yze the

;'”’111fe p]ans of 1ow—1ncome youth and to show the d'fferent sorts. of var1ab]es

ir_Parents wou]d have R
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that are ava11ab1e in our data set for attempt1ng to exp]a1n the d1fferences

in _ severa] aspects of the1r 11fe p1ans I wou]d 1ike to c]ose by ask1ng

th1s group, co]]ect1ve]y and . 1nd1v1dua]1y, for suggest1ons and recommendat1ons

‘on how these analyses of']1fe p]ans cqu]dtbe 1mprpved: o
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