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N In Black Engllsh (BE), in addltion £0 the motlon verb,
“come," ere exists a modal<like-*®come" which expresses speaker . : ;
1nd1gnat10n. This "come" is comparable to other modal-like iforms, Y
idenitical to motiom verbs, which occur in Black and non- -Black A R
varieties of English, and which signal-various degrees of - .

_,dlsapproval. _However, this usage of "come" occurs in BE only. it is»~
-of special interest that it occurs even..in acrolectal varieties of -
BE, thus . showing that the post-creole continuum in the Onited States .
differs fronm that in’ Guyana as -described by Bickerton, who ‘states

~-that forms 1dent1cal ‘to-forms in the base-language_hnn_ihlch are = .
functlonally distinct do’ not occur in acrolectal varieties. The case
fcr the grammaxlcallzatlon Jof the mood, . indignation, by’ usage of _
“%“come" is, elakorated as ‘is: 1ts relation to "gone,“ which is used to

| express dlsapproval..(Author/AuH) AR B _ . R
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. . ﬁIntroduetion : S
- The prinary concern of his: paper 1§ to.denonstrate tnat there exists

in Black nglish (BE) anodal -like forn cone which. canebedistanomsned /

/.

from the fonnany 1dentica1 notdon verb core,  Even ohough tnere Bsa "

oo . | 5 ) | substantia] body ofliterature on BE 0 prodentlinguist would assiume i g

L Sociol'ln sticHorki P r ‘ e ' A

. / - 911 ng * L ‘that all of the features which set it off fron. other English dialects /
mEW e e . have been catalogued.  Indeed, it 1s comon. knovledge that o language, '

‘ has been completely’ descnbed even those that nave,}aeneﬁted from -, ’
- Septelbr1980 - R centuries of scholarly 1nvestigatnon Thus.fron one point of vrﬁ at
. e

| ‘j,.‘.' | -' ' . ‘ e an not entirel! surprismg thet. 2 second cooe, which is functionally .'
| - ' ' unrelated to the motion verb cone,. shouldhave gone undnscussed'm the "
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°f e:tentfo: “1‘ mdal-er cone. nhich expresses speaker ’. oy “"- neamng a]one of cone nsof interest for granlnatical thebry 1n ueneral
““’h e 't o the e;dstence " creole wipe . S regandless of whether indigrtion 15 accepted a @ ood noton.

- e -languages sch a5 Eof st oy be temed_aﬂfuug_ ‘ ‘ ﬁ This paper Tl not deal with questions: cdncerning@e process of
Ch.m phbnolugicany st r i to fos 1 the,' ) S 7_ mdalization, i, e.the process whereby ratn verbs becore modals. If one

o language 'Md’ i the,source of est of the lefadl | IR ', -hypnthesizes. howgser, that the modal- ke come bas becone nodal er
' usednddl dif’fm"t sennntic s, knexanple C f . fasaresubt of an original netaphdncah extension or sone other pechanisn
' n_'\BEnouldbedistributdvebe(e Gofedhasbe . . 'of Hnguisticchange, then cone uoubd chearhybeof 1nterest for'the study
‘ ke Standard Eng]ish %, 1s used speciﬁcally L 4; : "-'of walintin. - ' . o
i

The Come of Ind"gnation and.the
o erd Come:

- Motion
The nuda] 1ike ¢ ﬂ of (ndignatidn typically. occurs in contexts shared
udth he nntion verb e . Hmver close scrutiny of the: ‘broader range

R of de?hebiltza\tiun o language ad, 15 they bectne e

§":I‘ understond, lshed sene Mght 6n the process of deresatio L g antents which the fommer docurs furnishes evidence that it is fneed .
fselfad ,/," - n : T >distinguishable fron the mtion verb, ' :
interest‘m the case ufthecone‘is that 1tappears 1n,.,,,, i - Tt oceurs n sentences such 2 the fn]lnning3
annde range ofBEvarietdes.neuen the most. acrolectal. ones. This s ’.j | U) b cone ualking in here er he owned the am Blace

‘ contrary to nhatbnenight expecb in view of Bickertuns (1975) discussioh B o - The nntncn verb cone 2150 oeeurs in this context, and ifsuchasentence wre

. "ofithe Guyanese creole cmtinm Bickertonspdsition is tbat the under- N . heand or read 1natranscnpt by soneoneuhdns notaspeaker of BE, he/sne ,
C uould have no reason fiotto- assume that the notion uerb is 1nuo\ved

1ying representatibn of the verbnl systen in-adeolectal Guyanese English
: Asentence such 82 which does not haveaconplenent verb of nntion. "

is substantively {dentcal wntb that of speakers whose English is not .
" sueh N alking, might alsd easnly be tahen % cuntaininn the motion verb

creo!e-nnﬂ\enced The nndal—hke enuehn BE argues in favor of the: ,
position that: euen in the furthest reaches of an acrolect, full camie BROY: - ) since reference to ‘mtion 5 enttrely approprnate given the ueannng -

-

flage, 1nuelning ctnnﬂete unrelatedness of fnnction.nayextst, uhether o’ N of the renainder of thesentence ‘
‘ /not such 16 actially thetase fn the suyanesecmtinum L ,"  ‘ o | N (2) He oo trying o hit o . a ,;‘ :
/i Teexistence of- camuﬂage and 1ts 1uportance fur the study of T 'M,' Mith a sentence sich 53, hbwever,nproblens in 1nterpret1ng o 25
fdecneolttattnn falses, the extstence of. the nodal-likecane taa Tevel of S of notion begin to eerge: . ,
' ~ sdgndfaqance it night nbthave if it uereltobediscussed‘nerehy s . ‘; . (3) He sitting there talknng, and he cone htttnng unne‘or sore ., .

'fthenodal-ldkecomeis . - omney. (fe 15 1 1ncluded1n the referentrof we.]
‘ Cbearly, if both parties are sitting wile talknng, it s dnfficubt to ,

v, dccount for any motion that. cpe ntght refer f0. o
' ith,a sentence such as 4, it becones clearer that 2 fonnal y tdentncal

Cobut senantically distinct 1ten is being dealt unth

' other dibhect dhffenendt The s1enif1can,¢,,
a]sn henghtened/by the fact that 14 does not represent merely 2 Texical g
 diffirene betweet/BE nd other warieties of Enghish but 2 gramatical ore..’ | N
Thefo]bouing duscussian indtcates that the u?dab Jdike come is one of the ' '\_ .
severl eTenentsnwhich make)the verbal system of B g, o
I/t/is/ a]so noteuorthy that tone gra:nnattcShizes the notion of indig- ", | ﬂ\.\ - "(4) “She come going nnnn roon--didn t knock or nothnng
. nation., xf hndngnation is tobeclassiﬁed % a&nuod notion. 2 1 arqued - | cop o well as going were interpreted as motion verbs,, the sentence
| belw. the factthat.comgramticahzes 1ndignationuouldbeof signif- o T would be anomalous since coneggngnnphahsinuhtanenus ‘overefts with
T 1cance fdr any theary of sood. - Since 1t appears that the granlnaticahza-.‘;? - " different nrnentatnons The sentence 15 not anonelous, houever. because o

*

1on of 1nd1gnatidn has not been Posited fdreny langunge, the grannaatical ‘ R gf / Q o ;’ A ,‘;\
. L . , . . Lo "} ) ) :
v ..', : " . 'l R
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comisnotalotion’ ‘in,this 1nstance i T R " . - tences vhich ae fonnaiiy questions 'areafunction of the bas‘ic' "request . '
The exisbenoe offsentences suthasSieaves littie doubt thattvo . f + for information" neaning of questions This is not to fmply that the -
verbs oomretdbedistinguished. S L L A »reiatimshipbetveen basic and extented meanings fs a siple or direct me; .
i5i iiecou-cooing i here "m"g all kind of W T o but solely that the reiationship isaprincipied one.
I"SMM”MWW of coxe,thefirst Mhem"f 1'"“9'" o | Theconeof indignation then; expresses indignation which nay resuit
Hm" the second 15 tiaenotion verb i the speaker vouid have "° ‘ '. » fron Severai factors. iny compienent of come vhich expresses: something -
reasmttoutter M“' t‘_peing a\%terer L not having nadeafaise N perceived IR extreoeiy negative fashidn and which causes: indionation on .
s o = -f ; B o e part of the. speaker serves 3 the Justificetron for its e
tws noted above thatvthe other oo expresses the speaker $ at- : : B )
titude of strong disapprovai or indrgiation. In the discussion above.., - , S Tetwof Indigation, i'ood
phoneticsvasnot ‘taken into account, b1t 45 uportant since sentences T Lo bedlls R
vidl this other come are (vitb noexceptions noted) uttered with the fn- 'p . | *Glven that the come of indignation is speaker-oriented it expresses o
tonation and force of indignation, as veii 8 1) appropriate consteiiation o o indignation'on the part gf the speaker oniy--therejs some: reason for
of nonverbai behaviors. . , ', L F L classifying it a5 2 marker oi rood following the characterization of ood
. Typicaliy,ascanbeseenipon exanpies 1-5 theconpieneotofthe one SR inits mst. generai sense asrexpressing speaker attitude. 0ne problen-
of indignation expresses 2 action that fs. presuoptuous, antisocial, or UL stermring from the ciassifrcation of cone a5 a ouod merier, hovever, is that -
grossiy inappropriate. g it is that action tovard vhich indignation [ o - tatitionlly, fn it videsﬂopphcation, the term 'mood" is assoclated with
directed e S ' ‘. inperativity, interrogativioy,nxish or intention deontic notions such % -
"l'here are sentences, vhithuponfirst consideration, nigh seen to o o obiigation and pennission, ranh epistennc ones such 2 ;certainty, doubt and
vaiidate the anaiysis of cone i expressing speaker indignation Consider o . . probabiiity Cone des not rt into any of these categories, but nood is
exanpie b . S e ‘ SRR '; . T . cieariy the ro'st appropriate»hf the traditionai semrtic notions for. its
(6) iieconeteiiingnehov fineras | P o ciassificatioanhe fact‘dratBEhasaforn through which indignation 15
In the ase of,5, the soctal. contextuwst be taken into consideration : - gramticaiized {§ in itseif piotevorthy since there appear to be'no other
Exanpiedvas ittered byavonarrvhovas object ofarecentiy et ner- e Tanguages which do so. Given’thtthe nost natur] .iassification of co _@
riednansanorous attention. In utte ngthesentence, the wouan was . ' fronasenantic standpoint i8- as onood-rarker, any theory of mood. vouid
cieariy pitased by the nansconoiinent concerning her attractiveness T seem obiigated to deal with therhitioh of indignation b '

The statenent that indignatioo is grannnaticahzed in BE-by means of -

but sought fo indicate the inappropriateness of the man's coments and
.cone 8 in need of Sone: eiaboration since grannaticahzation n natural

the expectation, fn that particuiar social- context, for, her to be. taken

abatk--even though she WS not--by her. e of the coneof indignation ) ’ o “Janguage is not always ciear ot but ratheranatter of degree Agran
Empied then, constitutes an instanceofrockindignation, steming‘ . S maticaized form'is one ofaciosed ie small in number” and resrstant
o T o accepting nex nenhers. set of eienents which exhaustsasenantic S

t from the conpienent's content per se, but Tather from the speaker'$™_
perceived obiigation ] interpret the conpiinent negativeiy in view of the
sociai context in which it was spolen. : - h

© Thus, 2lthough indignation can be posited a the basic meaning of cone, T
there is evidence indicating that there'are extended uses which do not -

tuaiiy express sxncerely felt 1ndignation on the part of the Speoker It iS o
not dtfficuit. however, 10 argue that such extendedusesareafurction o -‘,,;"‘.-.;
corne $ basrc neaning, iust as, for exarpie, certain extended uses of sen

~ main, The snaiier the closed set of foms.to which  particalat form be<:*
iongs, the nore gramaticalized it s, Connected with the notion of gram-.
, \ naticaiization {s that of obiigatoriness To the extent that 2 set of
o ’ eienents is granmatrcahzed‘rnalanguage, the speaker is forced to choose"A'
a enong the setsrernbersg in constructing sentences. Tense,for exmple, rs" o
" granloaticaiized in Enghsh, and the ‘mrking of tense i the Enghsh
sentence is obiigatory The reievant domain 1nBE appears to be one

v . T R o X ,
i N Lo . ' ' ' . o ¢ " . L ! e M A
. . . e N o . . N
! ' g Wi A
y , o , .
i . , o
' 7 : 3 + ',
fe e '
q T ll" *




\_.

tntolvtng types nnlldegrees of dfsepproval and would: tncTude ntntnany cone .
o qone (see: beTou) A detsﬂtng of the precise constraints: on-the use of
forns in thts donotn‘ mst euaft furgher research. The dtscusston of the
senonttcs of cme presented heretn o onTy be tnken 3 preTtntnnry otven )
the lerqer questtons felating to the 1nteracttnn of aTT disapproval, forns.'; "
* In tne Saportant respect, gg‘bthnvesfes mitls. It i spaker-
ortented B are modls, t £, it expnesses speaker-attitude only, regd- "
Tess of uhst the overt subject of the (sinple) sentance s, whike; for

exeooTe. verbs suchres bel{eve or doubt whose subject ts the overt nerl:er' Y |
.' Teof the att tude-honer, o my or By ot be the speelcer. |

, &,x, The data. fron octunT speech e insufficient for 2 fuTT-sceTe com - o
parhson of the syntactic pehavior of the come of: intiguation with mdtls. |
'Thbse feu relevint gta that have been gathered show o sytactic stnﬂsrtty

'beoreen _cggg nd mdals. Thus, coe may el have nothing or Mittle at eTT

. in. commn wtth mdals fron 2 nonsenantic vieupotnt, aTthbugh t does seman-

. ttchTy sinee'} ,usrts pood - (accepttng indtgneti'on &5 2 mod not‘ion} %0

o mdsTs (in thehmod-signallfng functims) e nodbls. %requtres

g he "thtttngyou egotnt5 “ N Co
-‘xrso, come can‘ocin I it lases, wlike nodeTs : , "
BRI ] Idtdntxont hdntocoxetehktng to e, cusstng and carrytngnn .
Cone has nt, however, been observed fn 9ermdtve clawses, bt thfs fact '
' mywetd cone 's tnktng 3 9erundtve “conplenent ftself, thereby productng -
-~ qoubl+{n _gcbnstructibn, ttsebeetng germndive.. Therefore,cones
~ absenc o erindie cTeusesntxueTT result from genereT comstraints
o doubT- ing constructtons.6 The fects are not cTear rdth respect toian
, addtttnneT property of nodsTs. which isssubject-uerb agreenent. In sone
BE varteties, subject-verb egreeoent 1s etther not present or sporadic. .
" This brief dfscusston of the syntocttc properttes nfthe coneoffn- '
dtgnottnn has focused o coupartng cone‘s syntecttc behovtor ufth thit of .
: the nonmrgtnsl nndoTs.eg my, should, shouhd st etc. The marginal nodels,
eg., _ugh_tb, need, dare, have to.beto (es in'he s to leawe tnno_).

-—n—-——_—_—-——,.

) and wed $0, havebeenTebeTed vardously.eg ss rgtnnl podals, semi- -
nodeTs. somi-quxiliares; etc., and their syntuctic behavior fs to varylng

extents nore Tike that of trg cone of fndfgnetfon and min verbs. Gtven -

- the Teck of prectsfon and the- 1ncnnst§znt usage of. the terns eveﬂebTe
for norgtnel mwals, thererno principled besns for seTecttno any one of
such terms for referrfng to the cone of tndrgnotton Sufffcn tto state g

¥ 6 “l"

)

| that there ts 3 conttnuun of modeThond xith the _c%'ng of fndtgnntinn befng
_ "sttuated ¢lose 0 the nstn-verb end, nonnargtnsT nodeTs being’ sitiated at .
R the nodbl end nn%the uerxnus other pnrgfnel nodnTs sftusted i betueen :

+ J ’

&

o

E |l &

‘. L hnbther BE fonn. pentiched above, which sarks 4 type pf dfsepproval
' '-tsg___s It cnnbetTesstfied Y a-nood-nnrher on the Same pests 8 the

cone of indignation,  Gané occurs. fn sentences such a5 thd fhnmnng, :
~(9). Wy she gone octafooT Tike that? e !
(10} How he gone cone in here rafsing heTT and then xnnder uhy they
wanted topit Mimowt. et \ -
Gone utlT nntbeexontned in detetl butefew renarks conbennde

in passing. It should bernbserued that gone n 9 thd 10 sarks nefther :

“future tor future in the past, a5 one vou)d expect based on be mto, -
with which qone night be equated: Both exenples are past {end reshized)

Context deternines the tense pf 3, and the strple pst fonn xonted nekes ‘

-',f" clear that 10 fs fnthepsst‘tense - .

fone, is wsed tn express the 'dtsspprovoT of the spesker. but that,

"disapprovel 15 of 3 veaker sort ‘thi the tndignption exressed by cone.
© Additional Ty. unTtke ey goﬂ expresses nlsb umexpectedness. unexpTofn

ity andjor dobt, This observatton gt perttcuanTy orat i ey -

bf sentences such % n: : .
(- TT qone. cone teTTTng re hehad to shut off ny eTectrfcity

In the caselof 11, pragrettc constderetfons rule out 2 readfng expressrno
- both disapproval (of 2 weaker sort than indignstton) by qone e and 1ndtgnetton

by come. Sentence 15 was uttered by 2 beepttcfan e s dismayed that her

- elegtrcity s being shut off durtng business hnurs “Se was indignant
L due to the 1nconven1ence caused her custoners. perttcuanTy those. under L
, the electric hetr-dryers a the tine. the electricity was shut off. The
_  shuteoff of her eTectrtctty s alse unexpected and unexplatnable: she hed
" been told beforetand that her eTectrictty would not be shit off during.
: 'business hours; furthernore. there was 0 reason to shut off her eTectrrctty
. because her utrfng s separate o that of the rest of the building, ind -
, ‘,onTy the- wirtng for the rest of the buﬂdrng was 10 be worked on. CTeerTy
e then she &l5o.ad reasdn to.doubt that the eTectrngran had toshut off"
e electrtcrty Thus. in TT mexpresses unexpectedness, unexpTarnabrhty.
o ondedoubt L ST
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- lheCaseforCole e T T GoandtheOriginoftheCome

Onexrightvisl\toargue thatthecouofiodigtationshouldbetaken el ' ,' o of Indiguatin -

) as 2 uuph—r{"emm of the verb Of mm rather than emb"smnq N S EV@N tthh ¥ fU”*U“de"ding‘ of the orfgin aw%hm"t Df o
' tvocooe $: lnyattelpt to support suchaviev. hovever, eocouoters T ,' o . 'thecoueoi’eindignatioo will have to cone: primarily from future research

| "'lnsurmuntalrlé«obstaﬂes S P M S at this point several relevant observations canbepresented i S

U the first place, 1f the letaphoric extensioh viev is to be supported N R - Nthogh te isé of mution;verb forss i the-trs-tspet systeos of

. there shouldbesat explanation of the basis: for the metaphoric wtesion © | f ‘Enshsh and other Tanquages of European origin (otably Poriusussel tat «
my have been fovolved-in BE's presured creole past is el foowm (¢, o

.--a g Wb .
-"‘ﬁ

L -

g ideallysueicbaofits origin, Althoughthecoleofindighationoay [ o g7
wll bethe resvlt ofanoriginal oetapioric extensin, theoriglnal uetaphor - : ‘ .. Engilshggand Portuguese ir "togo. both used as future tense uarkers). .
. ‘mstbeconsidered dead since it {5 synchronically imrecoverable. further o v  there appear tobeno cases of foms fornvally identical or srnilar to, motion

rbs vhich are used specifically to express indngnatnon Furthennore wr

“more, 1t mst be noted thatthequestion of setaphor i the origin, evolution. o
‘ S present knowledge of these languages indicates that none Have granvnaticalized

and present status- of coee 45 one which 1 distinct from i question of =

| .Ivhethertvocooesonxstbeestablishedonthe bats of synchronic syntactic S eyt rtion of indigtion. |

and semntic factors. Thepreceding discussion ofthesyntax and semantics ‘ ‘ C T However, - varietles of Englrsh other than 8E, dlsapproval is gran- '

of theteocooesis by itself sufficaent for establithing te oistene . ' ‘naticalized G s disagroval, & in the follong exanples L

‘. 5'oithetxo R ST lti) o't @ acting cray gt -
‘ TM mtaphoﬂc Qmﬂsm Vlﬂ Of the m of imﬂwﬁon is mde 2ven > \ : . “ “5) Don' t 90 gomg mund ringing mp]e 3 doorbells . Il : “

(ld) ilhenever [ let-hin caok, .he goes inln'ning everythnng
There are several bases on which the gg of disapproval can be distin-
B guished from go the notion verd. - Note first that there e contexts vhere ‘

. more d#fncult to support because: the senantic vale of the modale like cone
,ds ot what one uight expect based n pxevious studies of the seoantic ex- » .‘
" tanstons of deictic; phenooena "Tinked to the sotidn verbs cone 0l g PR

e Clark (1974),for exaaple, offers an 1nterestlng hypothesis i the + mtion interpretation f°'”9..15 Tossible: '.f R
g evaluative 58 Ufﬂ_mdmin idious,eg : SRR (l7) [lour] sitting there now 15 06, but if you- go sitting there past
() liemcethroughagood el lastyear | Vo A : nridnight youregorng\to get picked up by the polrce .

(3) lievent throughagooddeal last year.” ,' . ,' Co T Secondly, 2 happens vjth the cone of indignation g_can takeitself asa
s ) . -“» ’. v )

"She suggests that: two ¢lasses of dioms, one with g0 g_and one vith corne, are
related to other types ofdeixis. aof vhach derive fron the baste deic-
- tic contrast between g0 and 0 non-e0. The evaluative uses.0fcome nd @ \

'conplernent 2s in lS dove. :
It should be noted that sone instances of g ) taking a conplenent verb -

: ‘ﬁ,. ing ae ot instance of theg_of disapproval The g_of dISiPPfOVﬂ

.,
"

ERLA related to nomai-state idlons in that the evaluative use of cone - ) C"‘““ °°‘"’ in the progressive. -
, inplies ‘that the personorevent describedhasendedupin sone Speaker- ' (lB)a Hegoes fishing every dhance hegets o L
approved or public-approved state, ' The evaluative use of g0, howerer, .. (NONDISAPPROVAL) e ": . .‘ ]
s either neutral or negative in, connotation LU (. A7) lllthough 2 b (Novadays) he's’ going fishing,every chance he gets ‘
- deinis-tused explanatio of nearing henceend comected ith the cote - oS gt
~and go Idfons that she treats appears viable, such an explanation is not (l9)a i:e goes ‘showing off every chance he gecs ‘/ ' . vy
DISAPPROVAL ' ‘ '

feasible for the nodal Tike gne since. contrary to what one would expect
a *(iiovadays) he's. govno shoving off every chance he: gets

givenadeixis -based explanatnon cone is evaluatively negatnve. R ; R o
: IEEA el S S (DlSAPPllOVAL) , a R
..\1 T ] ¥ T .‘ - lo ‘ » . . / ,
. 1-'.:' Lo ” e ad



A | o aut 2t the Tevel our descnption s reached achange N

In nuch the same conner as the cone of indvgnatvon. the @_of drsap o
in the nature of these processes occurs . Increasahgiy.

0 R :
rovihsbdthnnivroa nodairo 1 b e :
p o nverd in properties. o SR e from this paint, govng fronnesoiecttoacroiect] English
Theggof disapprovai mfortvnateiy.doesmre inthe way of raising oo fornsiare 1 :&ddto thE g;annar in pretty. much ‘their English
s fupctiens, ¢ non-English forms either drop out 2to gther ,
qoestaonsthanproviding answers. Gocanin ' ciearvayhereiated to ¢f- P o csed 1 distored. it ptes ot bemg L

e steadiiy closer to English ones (P, iit)

"W

'In conparang the Euyanese acroiect specificaiiy tor Engiish {that as, ,

 ther the cone of indignation or the gone of disapprovai except inthatall .o
" three are fonnaiiy identicni o otion verb forms. Indeed, an inportant S
questaon that 2 rafses isvty different variettes of English shouid enployv

: fonos identicai to notion verb forms 9 nark types of disappnovai | ' K “ varieties of Engiish which have ot been creoie-vnﬂuenced) Bickerton
Clearly,.one of the mst fmportant’ questions reiating tothe origin o o . | covonents that ", . the underying represehtation of the verbai systen ‘
nf the' cone of indignation i whether 18 or siniiar fonns extst in other | ¢ in the ninds of acroiectai Guyanese speakers nay be regarded 25 substan- '
creoies, particulariy the Eng)sh-based ones “such 2 Guyanese Creole, - tively identicai with that of netropoivtan speakers of Enghish® {p. 162) ‘
Janaican (reale, and Goiiah L Scrutiny of what are perhnpstheaost o '. '_ o Despvte the inpiications concermng canoofiage fn Guyanese Creole’

o Engiish that onenaydrav fron these renarks of Bickertonsand his study "
‘ih its entirety. itis ciear that fuil canoufiage, invoiving conpiete u-.
| reiatednoss of furction. is present i1 even the acroiectai varaeties of BE,
; . Even.€ speakersvho night weiioeconsideredtouseavanety of BE nore .
s "acrolectai than that characterized by3iayior (197) a5 Standard Black ‘.
'Engiish enpioy theconeof indngnation L
P 5 Aithough tense-aspect systens have constituted a mejor: focus in cveoie
A .andBEstudaes, attention to mood systens has-renined comparatiiely insub-
¥ '_‘stantiai Anajnr Feason. for the concern ‘of creolists vith tense- aspect
systess 1s their sinflarity the world-aver, which pronpted Bickerton's
e L o) intriguing hypothess that they. closely nirror an innate tense
o aspect systen- one based on himen cognitive capacities Attention t the
' 3 tense- aspect systen. of BE stens frem the: fact that nany. of ‘the’ radica)
differences that researchers have found betveen it and other kinds of
. Engiish have been in the tense-aspect systen. :
i . areness of the existence of the cone of indignation and the g__
' of disappnovai in Bt shouid be sufficient for stimulating nb‘re interest n
] T e nood systen of BE and those of creoles as well stnce, & Bickerton ¥
:'."'.,»';.(19761 has: ohserve. . tts Heely that  fll nd atistctry
“"""’understanding of the orignn and devetopnent of 8lack English must avant p
fuii and satasfactory explanatron o pidgins and creoies (p 183) b

extensive: studfes of these oreles (Bat ey 1966, Jamican Creoie. Cunning-' :

b9 Tumer 1943, ilab; nd Bicertn 1975, Guymese regle)

. es not, hoverer, reveai foras of interest fn this regerd. - This notvith o
“stigting, gleen the high degree of canuflae that the cone of indimation Lo

DroRents itvnuidbepremturetoassine that this fonoor one quite |
itdoesnot exist in these creoies t J,.'

R Conciusion _

, Aithough the existence of canoufiaged fores -An cregle and post-creoie
ianguages has ong been oted (at Teast inplicitiy) studfes orfented specif
caliy tovard the deiineation of and interreiationship betvaeen different types
v of, cannuﬂage have not been undertaken That such studies shooid he on the
creotist's agenca s argued for-by: the possihiiity thit a typlogy o
theory of camuflage vriii assist in rendering possible a full- ﬂedged theory -

'of decreoiization. nd 2 more acurate specification of the notion of stage
- of decaeolization it present.the only tennsue havetorefertostages
“ of decreotization (*best] Ject,” 'nesolect. etc ), are ones nhich e
: not satisfactoriiy precise o e RS )
a Bickerton (1975) has taken 9 fivst step tdvard criticai use of the notion ‘aa J:
of canouﬂage (though not the tern)to isoiate-stages of; deorenlization. us,

for exaspie, he states:.

" The processes “that’ ve ohserved in the deveiopnentai phase betveen

L asilectand mid-mesolect conststed to a Targe extent of introducing _-‘: .

7T somatives mngelied on English oneSy ising then (at Teast fnitially >

o fna quite: un-Engtishvay and only:slowly and gradually. shifting the .
nderlying: senahtic system in the generai directaon of Engiish A ;v D

L . ' . P

! o . S '» ) P




Footntes o s o), Wilsak (572), and Pllan (1974) for hsusions
| | SN of constrafnts on secuences of fores in g, o

L3

gtack English® 15 used here to refer to wat s actually a contioum Sy ' . .

: g;.vaﬂet;he?'of En?lish fn the United States spoken aloost exclishelydy .  Torecont tense sentences with cune fn the case of speakers whose,
(t::?%urthe:tc?i:nnm ?t::‘d:"r;)':?:;:f r‘“g:"ge:&f‘h:::?;:::ﬂm " T paach fs for the st part standard may ke o shov Subjectvery
‘&IackEn‘vlish “(See Taglor, 197, for 2 d?‘{ ssion of the notion of . agreenent, - Although no such sentences have been recorded; the author's

: Standardqal'ad.tinﬁér » B, or 3 48 men ot . © intuitions indicate that present tense sentences of dt least sone of .
L 9‘ o ' ' Lo these speakers would show Subject-verb agreenent. MR
ks the typical brief statement, this one-concerning € distributive -8 Y ot
x gt Se el (7]t (] Wurther R s oetally el s ) of ]
assfon. -, . 5 Y _ ' - Ch T

T | o e Tt (196) for it el

o For fncvesed clarity wreduced frt are glven o all exagles sthe I S

N theway fn which fores are reduced fs irrelevant for the purposes of the.. . Ty T
S o i discussion of go has benefited fron observations and exales

-+ pregent. discussion. P R O This )
" (less othenvise indicated, the cone {and qone--see below) data are . " provided by Susanna Cumning, Donn Seeley, Deborah Clarke, John Macre,
" taken from notes qathered during partTcipant obsersation in the Sen Francisco - ' . and Dy Paynovich: R Ly
* Bay Area of (altformia, * (Actually, in this case ane might speak of 2 ve- . “For. an intéresting discussion of the qotbare Infinitive construction,
. ber observation, since the observer has routing contact, for reasors wre- - R X ) %g;meg beer, see Shopen (1971), T céncludes that go in this -
Tated to Janquage research, with the group of persons providing the data for SR constriction also Fas both main verb and (with respect to syntax) med]
~ ths study.) Most of the data coe from speech 1o a hair-care establishment o proerties. I o
" here. Tively, wminhibited speech prevails. Such speechis typical for . B - S e
eaity and brkr s fn Black comitls, Mese stblighents pre- - o U
- vide especially productive opportunities for e obseration stnce the Uk inftar question arises with resoect to best Arican Tanguates,
. researcer’ or ane else’ presence Wth o withot prticipation I the i, hether a mution-verb-fom/disanproval-zarking-function correlation- |

. comersations s erfectly nor. ", xelrs ith sufficient freqincy in these languages so as to allowme .

The nethod of participant observation, though used rarely in linguistic . ¢ ,J‘ 4o Mypothesize that they provided the mode] for disapproval forms. in-

studies (see, hovever, Rickford, 1975), fs particularly wefal for overcming - * ¥ g "1t yould be gifficut, however, to comect disarowt] foms N B
- the Vftations of tape-recoing  Sioce aoeal social contens are e use o analogous West African ones aiven the exfstence of analodous dis-

~ of, there ae fover constraintsn vhen and here i can b uthered, foms - . pprow) foms in nonBlack varfeties of English. This 15 particularly

. vhich wight rarely ornever ot &1 occur in recording situaions can be « " true since 1t 1 not yet certafn that forms in other Enqlish varfetles
watched for in a range of situations inwhich tape-recording may be infe- . . did ot serve g models For-the BE disapproval forms. .
sible for varlous reasons, (See Rickford, 1975, and Wolfrem and Fasold, R ' AR
197, for.detafled discussions of related-nethodological fssues.) - I Co

Y 11ith Hanes (persma! cmnicatio), hes reported that the nodal~" -
Yike cone described in this paper is-widely used fn Guyana. It is not

1' ]AThe,uIs.:gf tltl}e‘ete:?]'mr{:gag'f gmcgt;:dlszl"::m Eg;'verb' :ﬁn""t o oe T clear at this point, however, over what part of the speeck/ contimum 0~
s e o i, b, Ml s, Te vt of ot Gpnese spech ol -
s y(1975) It 15 an expository convenience and’is.iﬁ'{end‘ed toﬁenetkfral' IR require nar noificatitns nly of d1§cussmns, tn this papr,ut n. .

. i“ ort 10 th ‘tpo o th tatis of modals d'th' ol  may eventually require signtficant nodifications in our view of the” -
mlmgm E o ”"“’.“%,"1 ¢ categcrySi}v}zs‘o‘ K .fs-a“ e oo decreolination process. TR L
8 LT S Taylor would consider habitual be, the reaning of which he curiously:

. this]:nd other mt““f‘".“““‘ vd{en%mghtbeanbigzgus. - T nabels "continuative aspects,” to be 2 feature of Standard Black Enalish.

- confext established that o mtion as inilved. ~The preseace  OF X 8 C e Several of the infosants wsed for this stdy ho ever e abitwal b

-~ of indignation. was deterlﬁned‘onlmis basis. - - R d e te cone f dgatin. 5 =

. | ‘/ ! J" "4 :
]2 B ."_‘ . ., y .‘ | ' ; ‘l': ' ‘]3 o
L] ‘1.” '
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