.DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 199 734 CS 206 192
AUTHOR Weisenborn, Ray E. _ .
- TITLE Foreign News Agency Influences on a Developing
' . Country Press (Egypt). E
PUB DATE . - Feb B1
NOIE - 20p.; Paper presented at the Annuali Meeting of the

y o Western Speech Communication Association (San Jose,
: CA, February 14-18, 1981).
EDBES PRICE . MF01 Plus Postage. PC Not Available Ifrom EDERS.
DESCRIPTORS *Content Analysis; *Developing Nations; F ~eign
: Countries; Influences; Information Dissemination:
*Information Sources; Journalism; *liedia Research:
News Media; *Newspapers: News Reporting
~ IDENTIFIERS . %Egypt: *News Agencies . -
AESIEAEI; : _ )
To analyze the patterns of newspaper news sources in
a developing nation and the geographic focus of news and news subject
ma tter categcriesi an ana1y51s was conducted of.the English-language
nEgyptian Gazette," the official organ of the Arab Socialist Unisn.
- Primary data for the- study werée the front pages selected.at .randon
from the newspaper over an eight-month period. Items wefe classified
according to their news agency source, their geographic. facus, and
their subject matter. The results showed that (1) the majority of
news was from Western news, agencies, (2) the geographic focus of the
stories was primarily toward First and Second World countries, (3)
subject matter was international 'rather than domestic in focus, and
-¢4) editorial focus was predominately Arab-state oriented. (FL)

g;jﬁ;
e,

3, H K pa ———

i******#*###******t*********#*************#***#***#*#******************

* " BEPeruEtLQBS supplied by EDRS are the best thdtican be nade -
o from the original documents-

_##**#***********t************###*******************#******#****##****** A

=

*
*



-
Y
L3

_ED199734

'y
[

-

-

- Foreign News Agency Inflﬁén;es on a

.

Vuﬁ;¥ei§;iﬁg Country. Press (Egypt)

by .
. ay E. Weilsenborn, Ph.D.’
Associate Professor of Speech Conmmunication
) Montana State University

m:
ey

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUGE THIS
MATERIAL IN"'MICROFICHE ONLY
HAS BEEN GRANTED BY s

Ray E. Weisenborn .-

—_— ——re .
= : - *

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

s INFDHI\?AT?ENTEH (ERIC).” ,
N '

Data for this r;pgft %éréiabtained while
uthor was a Fulbright-Hays

: Fellow 1

the School of Mass Communication.at Cair
University,. Egypt. = : .

= L o -

1]

W, 3

'

Q

7 U-i FEPARTMEHT OF EDUCATION
NATIQNA; iNSTITUTE oF EQvucATioN
DUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFQRMAﬁdN

" CENTER igRic)
fﬂug dacumunt has Been reprodyced s

received from he Befson or
ﬁrlglﬁéhﬁg it

E

SIganizaign

Misar changes have by i

Wdo 13 improve
eproduction quanry, o

B Pojy

P qs of visw of upimigns stated in thig dﬂt;.-_-
iﬂenl da nut hecessanly represent oHigial NIE
Bosition ar policy ’

|

- 2
B ]
&
£ 3
f
s
B
5
s
[N
2
5 = .
.
2 B .
H
[ =
£
LN i
i
. i
N .
R =
3 ¥
e =
¥
=
¥ L
=
= & .
i
L



i

Foreign News Agency Influences on a

Developing Country Press (Egypt)

A universal aséumption cengérning the relationship of mass
media.and national develcpment is that the two are concomitant. In
other words, a :auntfy wili find it difficult to achieve certain
degrees of development without a devgicpeé media system. The devel-
oped media éystém ultimately leads to a more developed country. 7

In Wescern sccileties the SSSumpgian; are perpetuated by the
premises of freedom of speech and press. The implication is that
a free press will produce adequate coverage of a diversity of topics.

L §5we§ef, in Third ﬁafld and Ccmmuniattccuntfies, thié implication

) is not acceptable. Researchers (Kirkpatrick, 1978; Aggarwala, 1978)
reporc that in such countries there are trends for the recommended substiﬁ
tution of a free p%ess bj a balanced press. | |

) Halloran (;3197(3) and UNESCO (1977) state that media systems will
béieffaczive only if news flow regarding developing éﬂd Third World.
countries cﬁmesgfrgm these countries, as well as going to them.
Dodson aﬁg Hachéaﬁ (1973)Vindicate that ffae press far a free
flow of information ultimately %esuits in dgmiﬁaticé of weaker
_ne;s producing systems by stronger news producing systems, Reference
is, of cau?éa; to the dominant western news agencies. "Rachty (1978)

notes that such systems create circumstances where ;ess developed

|
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countries (LDC's) become consumers of a product they do not “create,
They see themsalves, and other countries in their geographic area,
and the world as a whole through the eyes of thie major inter-

national uews agencies: Associated Press, United Press Ihtera

naticnal (American), "Reuters (British); Agence France Presse
(French), This is 55 £§553 determination of the revelance of °
information for LDC's. Schillaf (1976).aﬁd others (Intermedia,
1977) identify the syndrome as cultural imperialism,
_iatarian (19?35) summarizes Third Wcrld criticism of the
ﬁajor western ne;s agencies:
1. They attempt to make young or develcpiﬁg states
laﬁk;éﬂrfupt or inept by fﬂgusing on nagative news,
2. There 18 an imbalance in the flow af news from the
developed to the developing world.
3. There is a disparity of quality and quantity of
fegiaﬁai :averége about and to the Third World.
4. They seek simplétsalutigns to development problems.
5. They attempt to apply Cold War ramifications such
as "anti-American" or "pro-Soviet" fo Third World
situations which may not be app;icablé.
6. They dgvate gg%atést atﬁentign to the Third World in
times of disés;er, crisis, and/or ;gnfranﬁatigﬁs§
7. News of Third World dévéigpment which acquaints
others in this category of effa;és toward Ecanéﬁi;;

social and cultural progress is lacking.
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__Research notes a need to further study these criticisms

r thét=ﬁays may be discovered to alleviate them, " Tatarian (1978b)
precisely states the need for rvesearch: We must undertake
research on the range of news and information available within
first, second and third worlds and on the actual use and dis-
tribution of such material éithin*tpcse areas. Pinch (1978),
Rachty (1978) and Schram@; et, al. (1978), report data which
evaluates the Eﬁltural imperialism thesis. The Pinch study-cani
cerns sixteen geographically diverse LDC's: The Raéhty séudy‘
concentrates on Arab States and the Schramm, et., al., study
focuses on the Far East.

However, these three studies report news analysis data’
“from a reétrictive five day within one month time period. Under-
standably, it is desitablé to have ‘unified units of measurements
for a dive:sitvraf geagrapﬁig lﬂéaticns, but the rééulting é;ta
may be.affected by various major news events in one or more of

the geggfaghie areas and/or -particular countries.

PROBLEM STATEMENT
To analyze over~time patterns of an LDC newspaper news sources,
geographic focus of news and news subject matter categories, this

study reports data obtained from aﬁ eight month gnalysis of an

.in the English version, Egvptian Gazette.
i =gyptian azerte




Thia newsapaper is the of’ P i . Arab Socialist
Unién.. It is published in th o .abic, English, and
French; thus, it is g paper = ~z2adership of non-
native residents (1978 avera; ~L~ alation was: Arabic,
’é?S,GOO; Frenchgulﬁ,GOO; Eng J00). Foreign language
newspaper daily eirculation ir ., wasVappréximéﬁélﬁ-lzégDDé
{n 1978. |

Whether in fa;eigﬂ languages or Arabic, 'format and style
of Egyptian newspapers reflect British and Ararican influences..,.
Foreign ngwé coverage and analysis are featured extensively; the
"frcné page carries the mést important international and national 7
news...., Much space is also devoted to sports, the arts, and cul-
Goumhuriya prthédly;fEEtufés

_ tural items' (Nyrop, 1976, p. 237). 'Al

political items, economlc news and articles on social Eevela@m&ntt

- (Nyrop, p. 238). Previous research on Egyptian Arabic néwspaéérs
has thus provided indications of what analysis of Egyptian
English newspaﬁer content might be, . .

The a?cve data reflect fundZmeﬁtal inadgquacieé for assessing
the potential ecultural imperialism inherent in Egyptian news=

papers: 1) They are too geﬁeralized, 2) They are based upon

a limited time period.

ASSUMPTIONS
Based upon a review of relevant literature, this study
was conducted with five assumptions about:the Egyptian Gazette:
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1. Source of news will preéamiﬁantly be from western
news agencies.
2. Geographic focus of nevws will be First World
countries.
3. ;FfEQuency ranking of the first three news subject
matter categories will be domestic politics, domestic
2conomics, and domestic social develapmént.

¢ 4., As a class, domestic news ﬁill be more frequent
than international news.
5. _Editorial focus will be Arab state,oriented té
political issues. . h

METHODOLOGY
Primary data for this study werevfrcﬁt page news items

obtained from selected and random editions of Al Goumhuriya

from October 1, 1977 through May 31, 1978. A second randomly
selectzd data base was obtained fraﬁ a two month time period

\

in 1979 as a’vaiidity crosg~-check of trend

identified from the

1977-78 time period. 1In the selected sample (N#40) the study

E]

employed editions from every sixth day so the source of news would

not be patterned by dayv-of-the-week cycles. Random One sample

(N=14) was obtained from the 1977-78 time périédi- Random Two

sample (N=7) was obtained from January 15 to Maréh 15, 1979

newspapers. 1



News items obtained for the data base were plaéad iﬁ‘thfee

L4

categories:

1. The source of the news was rrecafded as from Associ~
ated Press (AP), United Press International (UPI),
Reuters (R), Agence France Presse (AFE); Middle East
Newe Agency (MENA), Gazette Special Séivices (GSS?.

2. Geographic focus of the news was recorded as
facusin% on the host c@anéfy (Egypt), ?i:st, Sééﬁﬂé,

or Iﬁifd World countries.?

A‘: 3. News items were placed in subjecg matter eéﬁégafiesg
Categories utilized are modifications of thos pre-
vié;slyﬁemplayed by Schramm, Rachty, énd Einch.;
Subsequent to recording data,ﬁprelimingfy analysis
éiaplayed rhat there was a high percentage éf Inter-

.

national news concerned with the Arab-Israeli conflict.

These subject matter division data were re-evaluated.to

L

more appropriately idgntif§ the Israeli-Arab conflict

H

as general intermational news.




Put Table 1 about here.

Table 1 presents the data base for each of the categorization
arease. Also in table 1 are rgpcited data for advertisements which
appeared on the frout page below tﬁé'maéthead in thé study samples.

. Table 2 presents'editafial focus thrauéﬁ correlation of
geographlc area of coverage and subject matter categories for
editorials occurring in the sample newspapers. Subject matter
categéties gﬁé_gaagraghie areas correspond to those employed
in Table 1.

e

An éditcfial focus was determined by categorizing editorial

contont according to items 2 and 3 above.

Put Table 2 gbout here,

RESULTS

Assumption 1 ~ Source of News: The data revealed that no

news items were printéd as being received from AFP. This finding

correlates to Rachty's data in which, over a five day period, only

one news item obtained from AFP was printed in Al Goumhuriya. The

majority of news was from Western news agencies, WNote that if MENA
and GSS as sources were camﬁiﬁed, they would only rank third in

i

frequency of news items. . The cross-check data (Random Two) exhibit




an increase in percentage of items from GSS. The assumption is
generally confirmed: Sources for news are predominantly Western
news agencies.

Assumption 2 - Focus of the News: From the primary data,

geographic focus of the news was clearly predominant toward

Host country. Focus toW¥ard First and Second World a£eas was much
. greater tﬁaﬁ toward Third quld areas. !The cross=check data
(Random éﬁé) indicagg a distinct percentage reversal for predomi=-
nant ‘area of focus with Host country being ranked third. The

assumption is generally rejected: Geographic focus of news was not

First World gountries.

Assumption 3 Frequency Rankings of Subject Matter Categories:

The rankings are unot as predicted, Table 1 indicates the first three
ranks are International Relations, War/Military, Crime/Disaster.

Earlier research suggested the firast three ranks migh stress

domestic politics and economic development rather than the disaster/ .

and Two) indicate no essential differences in ranks for all subjéﬁt
matter categories. The assumption is generally rejected: Subject
matter frequency was not domestically oriented.

" Assumption 4 - Domestic News Frequency versus International

News Frequency: Summing all domestic news categories, International

News was almost three times more frequent., The data reflect
the implications of assumption three; thus, assumption four is

generally rejected,




e

- &

Assumption 5.s>Editarial Focus: Fifty-four percent of the

editorials were in the Arab-Israeli classification. Total Arab
State, coverage, including political issues, was fifty-seven
percent of the editorials. The assumption is generally confirmed:

e &

Editorial focus was predaminantlyrAfabﬁstata Qrientéd.

DISCUSSION

tendegcy'tc igolate causality. In newspaper content studies, the
rationalization is often that extremely salient topics have

swayed the directions of coverage. This is often .the case with
’ 0 .
restrictive time period studies. However, this study's data

1 represent three-quarters of a year time span, with delayed-date

(]

ross checks. o ‘ _ ‘ .
Thus, it 1s difficuit=t@ suggest that Anwar Sadat's
Christmas 1977 visit to Israel, and the iﬁﬁgnsifiéd Arab/Israell
peace talks distorted the data. Were this the case, ‘every major
story, national qr“internationai, would have the same potential.
Granted, the frequency DfAéﬁé Arab/Israeli issua was dis-
.proportionate to t@él news ‘coverage; as-Israel was définedués

&

Second World, this increased frequency beyond predictable levels

and altered the news geographic focus. In the crass;cﬁegg data
sample,” the “Iran revolution should have dltered the news focus

and gubjegﬁ matter category percentages,” .. >

2




The samé factors created the over-all editorial image.
Décasionally a news issue achieved enough éaliéncy to be

tfeatéd editorially. ngever; of all editorials, only one=fourth
related to issues other than the;A:ab/Israeli conflict, Wa;s and

Military, or Crimes andﬁgisaate: issues. Egyptian domestic {ssues

pad
were covered less than ten percent; yet, internally, Egypt's

p§11t1c31 party line is national development.
. What is perhaps most disappointing regarding the desire
to reduce cultural imperialism is that, even with the major non=-
western news agency in the Arab world (MENA) located in Egypt,
the primary news generation for this LDC press during the research
Eimgﬂperiad was Amafi;an and British sources. Ihé 1977 ﬁNﬁSCD;spgnsﬁfed
Declaration on the Mass Media had the specific objectiye of
encouraging free fiow and wider and mofé balancéd‘disseminatian
of information. ?ﬁe Egyptian party press has seemingly not accepted
this UNESCO gﬂai ;nd challenge.

Reasons for thé existance of the "Eaiaﬁéed news' problem have
been identified; the difficulty lies in initiating actions=-~such
as the multinational news pool suggested by Tatarian to solve
the gréﬁlémi ? | i

?artigulariy in LDC's, thé national image is carried via
ﬁheiprint medium, The presé wiil normally represernt ;he more
elitist opinion and develaﬁmentvelemgnts of the society., zFor
foreigners within and external to the e@uutry; the images msy‘be

shapfd by the informational elements presented by a particular

medium, ;- , .
) = )
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Egypt, which apparently possesses the resources to alter

its infaf&gﬁiqn?giving eapa@itiz to date is not utilizing them,
As the leader in Arab-state mass media communication, it should
,A% Ehe 1€ n Arab e u _

;ﬁitiaée its Pétejtiél as an ageﬁt‘far ghangei *
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= 5 = . N . = I3
,Egyptian Gazette News by Source, Area - . ) .
- . ‘Coverage and Subject Matter Categories . B ® ;’
. Iy 7 .
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k-]
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___DATA BASE _ NEWS SOURCE _ .|| __- AREA COVERAGE _ . : ____ NEWS SUBJECT MATTER CATEGORIES . )

Ls

)
-
L]
)
"
W

Dom, « Economics

o

i
"

‘Relations

3
k%

Advertisements

.

Bisaster
Politics

Miscellaneous

Snienﬁéfﬁualth

Educ, /Culturd

War/Military
Social Dew,
Epmftﬂ '
Religion

Total Items W
Arab/Israeli .

Amaut; Press
United Press
'Intermhtiuwnl

Sample M‘
Crime/
Domestie

ﬂgutér
HERA*
G5 S
Host
1st
2nd
3rd

Sample

| Internal Fanbnrj

130 132 117 70 61 157 132 137 7 , 169- , 72+ 53 2% 14 11 9 7
25.4 25.8 22,9 13.7 11.9 || 30,7 25.8 26.8 15.0 |] 49.0 33.1 141 10.3 9.6 - :gzg 27 21 L7 L5 21 L7 |

e |
= i
.
L
s
o
.

L]
o

Selected 510

-]

E " . _ @ ﬁ, . . L !
18 10 33 sz 45 24 72 47 + 35 17. 13 4 3 3 g == 121,

Random 1 14 154 ° vl 37 . 7 35 1 13 43
i 25.;5 24,0 11.6 6.4 46.7 30,5 22,7 11.0 8.4 1.9 2,5 1.9 1.9 1?;

3 n [
. SRR K
8 6 .3 5. 4 2 1
3 8.4 42 7.0 5.6 -

Random'2 7,471 2 27 10 6
. , .1

8.0 19,7 25.3 22,5 26.

-
)

LN
o]
1]
L]
L]
=

sz me’ ' U - 7 ‘7" ] 0 2 18 12 - 12¢ 1'1 ‘82
Total . . 61 735. n || 202 190 164 9 . 85 .}| 208 200 201 119 2 88 68 30, 23. 18 1.4 12 S
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. Table 2~

» Editarial Focus by Area Cnverage
- and Subject Matter Categories, .
Gambined Sample Data: Basa

-/ _.__Subject Matter Categories -~
/ iye | ) . o

Ai?é a ‘
.| Coverage
4 :

- Domestic - -

‘Politics. -

Domestic

i

. Tsraeli
|--International

“Relations

- Arab,
11
“Cride/

Eﬁﬂdmcdt{i‘.un.u . 1

Host - _

-l Disaster =~ .

{=| Development -
/

[l
iy

an "

Lt [}

iFirst

i~™l Economies -
Social .

..
i ]
i)

~3 fun

oo e Ji |

=2 o b o |

Second __ L Tisl 317 2 1l
Third 1 R I A O e S
3 [ T3 3113 %1376
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1. Dates of ggipﬁiaﬁ Gazette Samples: o L
- . ‘ o : \

’ | Selected Sample - . . \

t . ¥ - .
. \

10-02-77 . v 1221477 02-28-78 \
10-08-77 - ©'12-20-77.  03-03-78 \

! 10-14=77 © . 12-26-77 " 03-09-78 A
10-20-77 - "01-02-78 03-15-78 \
10-26-77 -~ 01-08-78 .03-21-78 \

. 11-01-77 01-14-78  03-27-78
o, 11-07-77 .- ¢ (01-20-78 . 04-03-78
S 11-13-77 : 01-26~78" " 04-09-78
11-19-77 . - . 02-04-78 04-15-78
- 11-25-77 7 02-10-78 - 04-21-78
. 12-02-77 . - .02-16-78 - 04-27-78 .
‘12-08-77 ., 02-22-78

_+ Random égé Sample’ = |,

. '10-06577 - . ©12-30-77 04-11-78 .
o 10-31277— ., .. . .01-29~78 ... . 04=16=78 - i
11112770 0 02-11-78 . -05-12-78 . -
© o 11e26-77 7 03-08-78 ' 05-12-78
12;@5-77 e 03-25-73> S ’

Voo ' e S s

Randﬁm Iwg Sample EA

S 01-30579 0 02-15-79 03-04-79
| . 02-01-79 S 102-26=79 03-09-79 '
,‘ QZ 04-79 ‘ ‘. . i L - o

-

2. Geagraphic Aréa Caverage Classifi:atians

‘Hastg Egypt

First Wg?ld: _Britain Ganada, France Japan Saviet Unianﬁ
7.0 United States, ‘Wedt Germany, Israel ,. |

Second Warld Australia, Eurﬂpe, Snuth Africa o

. Third Wﬂﬁld: Affica, Asia, Eentral and Latiﬁ Ameriaa,v.f
P o o India, Middle East . . o .o
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3. News Subject Matter Cate cgOry DEEGIJPEiDﬂS‘ ngestic Politics = _

" News about the internal and domestic acts of a government of a
nation from which the news originates., Domestic Economics -
News about a country's economic and bueiness life which deals
with the management of the .economic affairs of a government, = =
pIiVEﬁE industry or company, with reference to its sources of

" income, tax, expenditures, pri:es, banking, trade, commerce,
and 80" Dﬂ. News af multinatianal carparatinns. Sgciai DEVElEPmEﬁt.—

fa prablems, and other issues when uge& in the context of the humaﬁ
developments (i.e. human right to a job, food, housing, etc.).
International Relations - Newsgof formal diplnmati: r:lations
between nations; includes:news of afficial activities of
ambassadors and other gffieiais, negatiatians between countries,
War/Military News of actuai hastilities batwaen two or more

\vﬂf pérsannel manueve:s, and athe: military pe:atigns. Inclgdes
. stories on guerilla and pélitichi'terrcrisﬁ.agtigns, and intell-
igence operations .and activities. Includes‘civil war and wide-'.
spread violent demonstratioms. Crimé/DisaEter = News invmlviﬂg
disasters of nature, explosions, transportation accidents, N
-accidents befalling individuals, property damage, injury and
‘ death. News'that deals with interpretations by courts, civil
S suits and lasw nét political or economic in charéster Includes
"7 news of criminal t:ials, acts of .crimes, arrests, puﬂishments, jail .
. and prisan-cnnditians, ete, Séiéncelﬂéalth = News on scientific,
-health, medical, space and technological develapments and dfs-
coveries in these fields. Education/Culture = News invalving énergy
davelapménts, pfablema' envirnnmental-eancerns, and conservation .
- '.+. developments and concerns. Social items,. praminent people,, fine
TR arts and: en;ertainment_ Sports = All sports events, whether ‘)
individual or group, organized or nct.g_Reli’ian - NEWE of religiaus
' organizations, processes, igsues. Miscellaneous - Toplcs:not s
B " covered by other categories, such ‘as trivig anecdntés, general .y
informational aﬂn@uncéménts étc. P : : : S
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